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EYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

During (he' ¥ear aflter the Janding of
Cortt 3 in Mexico, Amador de Leste, o
voung Epanish nobleman, arrives ot Vern
Cruz.aud leamns that the Kniphit ( wir,

of whom be is inscarch, is with (ortez.

He nmkes- his way 1o him in company |

with & stripling sceretary, =ent with him
by Admiral Cavallero. In the cavaleade
nre u Moorish prisong
whom Amaedor defends from
Salvatierm. Argived at the
Narvaez, Amador asks to be
Cortez, nearhy. Noaw, the trivmphs of
Cortez have fired with jealousy the heart
of Velasquez, Governor of Cubin, who sent
him to congquer Mexico, and ( z nnil
Narvaes, &tnt by Velisquez, are 1 y
fight. Narvaez, enraged, throws Ainn
into prison, whenee he is rescued by one
of Naevacez's oflicers: Botello, a reputed
magician atteched o Corntez, eseaping al
the sametmie. Phey meot Cortez. it
Jor finds his Kinsman, Calavar, afflicted
with melancholy and forgetfulness, Cor-
tez atlachs and rauts Niacviez, aid
to T ascala, a republican city in the mid
of the Azice empire. The army
vances to Chaolula, whose peaple §
sals O ¥¢uxico, and whose encmies are
the Tlasca Ambassadors sent by
KMontezuma rudely dismissed by Cor
tez. Calavar visitsthe pyramid, where he
is struck down by the specterof a beauti-
ful wommn, murdered by him long years |
ago at Granadoa. Abdalla the Moor de-
serts 0 the Mexicans, while his son Ja
cvinto remains with the unconscious Cala- |
var. Don Amador Lecomes the protector |
of Jacinto. Cortez’s army reaches the
Aztec Capital after o perilous mwarch, and
is joyously weleomed Ly the Spanish gar-
rison. Jacinto disappears after  the
Spanisi army enteérs the city, Cortez in-
sults Montezuma, and arouses the wrath
of the populace. Don Amador, while
searching Jacinle, is aliracted by a tu-
mnit in the darkness, and cries for
Christian men to arm and rescue Chris
tians besct by inGidels.
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*Draw thy sword, Lazaro, and follow!"
ecried the cavalier, “lor these are other
victims; and, with God's faver, we will
rescuc them!”

Thus exclaiming, nnd without a mo- |
ment thinking of the unknown perils
ameng which he was rushing, he ran
rapidly in the direction of the crics, and
straightwany behidd, alittde in advance of
a preat crowd of peopie, a group consist- |
ing of four or five persons, severnd of |
them women in strange attire, who stood
shricking with {error, while at their feet |
rolled three or four on the ground in close |
end murderpus combat. The cries of one |
of these prostrate figures bespoke him a |
Spaniard, and while one sinewy pagan |
seemed to hold him upon the earth,
another stood with his uplifted weapon,
in the very act of dispatching him, |

At this moment Don Amador rushed |
forwards, npd shouting his war-cry, Dios, |
¥ buena esperanza! (that is, “God and
good cheer!”’) struck the menacing savage
& blow that sent him yelling away, and
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{u ized upon the other by the shoulder to

staby him: when, suddenly, the Spaniard

rose to Bis feet with a leap that tambled | prise,

|t|1:- infidel o the edarth, and showed him

o be already dead, cried aloud, i the |

well-remembered voioe of the magician:
“Tetrogrammaton! then wert n
shield, thouzh a Wody one, sir earcass
Suve the princess, and (ly, or we are all
dead men Arm ma' o the reseue!”
Thus shoult end seizing upon one of

den, or whither they have fled, wholly
passes my comprehension.” .

“Hidden, surely, in their beds,” eried
the General, loudly and cheerfully, for he
pereeived the crowds about him were
panic struck. “They set on  Botello,
doubtless, because they thought he was
haling away the®princesses with violence;
and, convineed of their error, they have
now gone {o their rest,—a nark of wisdom
in which 1 would advise all here to {eHow
their example,™

Thus cheered by their Jeader, the sol-
diers began todisperse; and Amador, mus-
ing painfully on the mysterious iate of
the page, was accosted by Gortez, who,
drawing him aside, s

coind |

=T
“I has been told me, senor, that your
Moorish oy has made his escapre,

1" cchoed the nevide, in sur

“iis s

“H il indeed vanish away from
me, aml 1 know not hoew, thioagh much
I fear, in o manner taat it shoeks me

o think on. 1 was about to ask of  your
excelloney, as the Loy isa true £ hiristian,
as well s a most faithiul servant, lor
sueh counsel and assistineg -
cuathle me, this night, to resemae him out
of the hands of the cannibals; for it

thie womoen, while Don Amador snntehed [would be a sin on the souls of us all

woere Jike (o be cut off by the approaching
crowd), the sorcerer, with his rescuers,

~ed an 1o the arm of the other (ior he pereeived they | should we suffer him to come 0 harm."”

“And sre you so well persusded of his
iy, to believe him ineapable of

is

rin towards the palace. Mis cries had [treachery?” demanded  Don lHernando,
reached the guarters: and presently they ||u||m---'.h- “Ihou forgettest, e has a
v currounded by o hundred soldives | father coneeitled samong these infldels.”
vand cavaliors hearinge lichts, in the glare ! by my faith!” cricd Amiador, joy-
"of whichh Don Amador had scarce time to | on v, “houeht not of that before, And
note the countominee of his new  ward, | yet, and yet”—— lHere his couptenance

| before she was locked in the arms of De
| Morla.
|' “Minnapotzin!
{ cavalier, “Amigo ool
my princess!”’

“Stop not to prate and be happy; for the
storm  comes'” exclaamed  DBotello, "To
the palace, all of y¢! and to the cannont
for were you S0 men, there are wolves
enow at your heels to devour you!™

Thus admonished, and pereeivineg, in
act, that a vast, though silent multitude
wits approaching, all were fain (o fly, and
in an instant they were crowding oo the
giates of the courtyand.

“This comes of insulting the king!
criedd & voice from the melee, as Corlez,
shouting ontl to clear the gates, was seen
himseli assisting to druw @ picce of anil-
lery o the openine.

“1 sea naught,—1 hear nothing,"” cried
the General, affecting not o remark this
reproach twhich was indeed just; for it
wits this over-refinement of policy, spread
with wonderlul celerity throughout the
eity, which dashed the last scale from
the eyes of the Mexicauns, convinced
them that their monareh was indeed o
slave, and let loose the long-imprisioned
current of furyt. 1 sce naught, 1 hear
Insught; and my brave lolands bave been
ying from shadows!™
“Say not so; the towm is alive,” cried
the magicvian. “The hounds sel on me,
as wits bringing, at your excellency’s
command, these princesses from Tacuba;
and it was only through the merey of G,
my good stiar, an Indian that 1 kitled for a
buckler, and the help of this true cavi-
lier (whose fate, out of gratitude, 1 will
reveal to him to-morrow ), that we were
not all killed by the way:—for small rev-
crence did the false trators show to the
maidens.”

“Clear the way,

enita!” cried the joyous
thou hast saved

Lid

then, Disehiarge me
the pivce, Calalan, true cannoneer!’ said
Cortez, “and we will see what our foes
look like so near to midnizht,"”

The match was applied, the p.'thcc
shook to the roar,— and the blaze, lum-
ining the street to o great distance, dis-
closed it, o the surprise of all, enlirely
deserted,

“l will aver upon mine oath,” said Don
Amador, “that the street wds but now

full of pecple; but where theoy huve hid-

[Ttk “How shonld he be so msd, as o

leave us in this strange amd hoge cily,
with any hope of discovering Abgulla?”

“1 can resolve thee that,” said Contez;
“For it is avouched o me by Yacub, that
he saw this wretch (whom may heaven
return to me for punishment, for he s i
most subtle, daring, and dangerpas trinl-
or), this wvery knave Abdalla, Bt thy
horse's heels: bt he could not believe it
was he, untid made acquainted with the
flight of the page.”

“Ay! now ] sce it,” said Amadar; “and
I remember that he wept, as ha lhicld my
hand, ns if grieving o desert me. But,
methinks, "t will e well to seek him oul,
and reclaim bhim, Will your escellency
atlow e the serviceS of any Score o1 two
ol men, who, for love or golil, muy be in-
duced to lollow me in the search®™”

| will answer thee in thine own words”
said Cortez “"Where wouldst thou look in
this strange and huge city, with dny hope
of discovering him® Be content, senor;
the boy ts with the fox, his futher. ‘That
should convinee thee, he is in present
safety.  Amdysenor, T will tell thee, whi
1 conceit]l from my people tlor theu art a
soldier, nmil, therefore, as discreel ns
fearless), that Twould not, this night, dis-
patch a hundred men a mile [rom the
pabice, without looking o have hall of
them <iain oulright by the rebels that
are around us!”

“And dost thon think,”
“that these besolted,
would dare o nss:

“You will see, by my conscienee!’ cried
the Generil with a grim and anxious
smile, “Sleep with thine anrmor at thy
side: and forget not thy buckler, for 1
have known a Tlascalan arrow  pierce
throuzh & gond Biscayan gorgel, and they
siav, the Mexieans can shoot as well,  Let
nol any noise arouse thee, unless it be
that of a trumpet. 1 would have thee
sleep well, my Iriend; for 1| know not how
soon 1 may need thy strong wim and en-
couraging countenance,”

Thus darkly and imperfeelly apprising
the novice of his fears, (lor now, indeed,
a demon had roused a thousand appre=
hensions in his breast,) the Generial de-
parted, and Don Amador disconsolately
pursued his wuy to the chumber of the
kuight of lihodes,

snid Amndor,
madmen,

as might |

When Don Amador returned to the cham-
ber, he wns rejoiced fo find his kinsman
asleep, and not offended that the faithiul
Marco and Baltasar were both nodding,
as they =at wl his siile, e threw himsell
softly on a eot of mats, covered with
robes uf fine cotton
litile canopy,—such b ing the beds of the
hetier orders of Mexico. The erowded |
state of the palace (for it is recorded that
the number of Tolomae and Tlascalan
allies, who remained in the garrison with
Alvarado, now swelled the army of Cortez
to nearly 9000 men,) leit him no other
choiee; and he felt that his presence
wits perhaps necessary in the unhappy
condition of his knight, He was mindiul
to ohey the connsels of Don Hernando,
and lie with his weapons ready (o bas
grasped at the first aliirm; and he remem-
heredd @lso the hint that had been given
him, not to be surprised at such tumults,
when hie henrd & sound, continued
hroueghout the greater part of the mght,
ns of heavy instruments knocking ngainst
the courtyanl wall, eonvincing him as
will of the military vigilance and prepa-
rations, ns of the fears of his General,
In addition to this disturbance, he was
often startled by monans and wilil expres-
sions, coming from the lips of the sleep-
ing knight, showing him that even  slum-
ber brought no repose o his  distempered
spirit.  But; above all, (and. this made
munifest the hold that the Moorish boy
had got upon his affections,) he was
troubled with thoughts of Jacinto; and
often, as the angel of sleep begnn to flut-
ter over his eyelids, she was driven away
by some sudden and painfully intense
conceplion of the great peril which must
surround the friendless Liwd, now that the
events of the evening proved him to be in
the midst, and doubtless in the power, of
an enraged mullitide, 10 whom every
sirnnger wits an enemy, Often, too, as
he was sinking into slumber, the flrst
voice of dreams would cry o him in the
tones of Jacinto, or the silent enchanter
would bring before his eyes the spectacle
of the hoy, confined in the cage of vietims
or dragged away, by the hinds of {ero-
ms pricsts, (o the plitce of sacrifiee.
These distrnetions kept Him tossing about
in great restlessness for a long time; and it
wits not until the soumds of the workmen
in the yard were no longer heand, and
until a deep silence pervided the paluce,
that he was nble to drown: his torments in
sleep.

Tie was roused from slumber by, a pain-
ful dreavm, nnd faneying it must_bhe now
approiching the time of dawn, he stole
soltly to the bedside of Calavar, without
disturbing " the atlendants, A taper of
myrilewax, burning on a little pedestal
hiard by, disclosed (o him the counte-
nance of the knight, contracted with pain
and flushed as if with fever, but still
chained in repose. e stepped noise-
lessly away, and gathering his sword and
n lew pic of armor in his hands, left
the apartment,

From the door of the palace he enuld!
see, dimly,—for it was not yet momn-
ing,—that vast numbers of Tlasealans
were lving asleep in the courtrand nmong
the hores, while many sentinels were
stitlking about in silent watcehinlness
e wis now able, likewise, to understand
the eause of the henvy knocking, which
had annoved him  The giates were closed,
but in three rude embrasures, which had |
heen broken in the wal! by the workmen, |
frowned ns many picces of ondnance, |
commanding the street- by which he had
approiched the palace,

Entering this again, and attracted by
the distant murmur of wvoices, he dis-
covered a staircase at the end of a pass-
age, ascending .which, he immediately
found himself on the terraced roof of the
building, And now he could pwerecive the
eaposed condition of the royal citadel, as

1
well as the preparations made to sustain |lery iwith those who served them alorp—}ihnl now naids us, ‘twill be but a boy's

it, in the event of o siege,

The palzee, itself, extended over o great
of ground, in the form of a square, | and silent approaches,
walled sides of which were continu 1

but the center divided by rows of
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cavaliers who, being relieved

Tire buildings were | group of
the only streak

al . consisting, indeed, of but one | azainst of down that
floor, exeepl that, in the center, were sev- | tinzed the eastern skies, were plainly
ornl chambers on the roois of others, that 1, seen, gesticu ing with great carnest

might be colled turrets or obsgervatories, | ness, as il engaged in important debite,
The terriees were =o covercd with flowers | He npproached this turret, and mounting
and shrubs, that they scemed o gacden, [ the Tadder that ascended af, wis assisted
Thisd RS of hoilses wis surrol fed on o the voof by the hand of Cortes.

all sides by a spacious court, contined by | “) give you gosd cheer, and much praise
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for your early
rising, Don
Amadar," cried
the General,
with an  easy
courtesy  nand
pleasant  voice,
which did not,
however, con-
ceal from the
novice that he
was really afl-
fected by anxie-
tv and even
alarm; “for this,
besides con-
vinecing me, that
no on# js more

rendy than thy-
scll for a valiant
bout with an
enemy, willgive
thee an oppor-
tunity to note
fn what way
these pagan
Mexicans ad-
a wnll six or eight feet high, running en- | vance to assault, a matter of which I am
tirely round the whole. The palace, with | myseli ignorant, though assured by my
its outer court, did not yet occupy all of | friend Alvarado  that nothing can  be
the great square upon wiich it stood. It more warlike to look upon.”

wits 2 short bow-shot from the battle-| “I vow to God, and o Saint Peter, who
ments o the houses, which lined the|cut off a kniave's ear,” said Don Pedro,
four sides of the square, Opposite to|“that there are no such besotted, mad,
each side or front of the fabric was & | dare-devils in all the world beside, as you
great street, along which the eye, in full | shall quickly see; and 1 swear (o you, in
daylight, could traverse, till arrested by |addition, my frends, I did sometimes
the surrounding lake. Direetly oppesite, | think, of A moming, the very devils that
likewise, to cach of these streets, as Don | dwell in the pit were let losse upon me,
Amadear soon discovercd, the eareful Gen- | But fear not: with my poor fivescore, and
eri) had cuused to be broken as many | the 7,000 Indians, who should not be
embrasures as he had seen on the quar- | eounted agninst more than 100 Christians,
ter of the principal entrance; and, now, | [ felt no prick of dismay, except when |
there were no less than 12 pieces of artil- | thought of starvation; and with the force

“Tan!. Do I Nor Wany Tuee WELL?? CrieD THE GENERAT.

The neophyte vl not yet given & mo- | acteristic of Alvarado,
ment o these ohservations, when he per- | boasting
over which was a|structures that crossed ecach other, into | eccived on the top of one of the turrets o | plied, complacenily
|mnny little courts.

|as

| b comr
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ling in clonks hard by) looking with for- | pastime fo kill 10,000 of the bold lunatics=
midable preparation down the yawning |each diy before breaklast.”

To this valiant speech, which was char-
as notorious for
s for bravery,— Don Amador re-

Pes

Fo my mind, nothing could be stronger
than this citadel against such enennies
we may have, «ep cially since the
placing of those cannon opposite to the
i streets,—a preciaution which should
mield, Newvertheless, noble cav-
alicrs, it does not appear (0 ma that we
are in anv immedinte peril of assault: the
infidels are not yet arsen,”

“Cast thine eye dawn wonder strest!™

sald Cortez with a low voice; “keep it
fixed intently, lor two or three moments,
on the shadows, and tell me what thou
scest among them. And, while thou art
so deing, do not shame to hold thy buck-
ler over thy face; for, now and then, me-
thinks I have seen on yonder house -tops
something unlike (o rosebuds, glancing
among the bushes.”
"By my Iuith,” said Don Amador, has-
tily, “it does seem to me, that there are
men stirring afar in the street, —nay, a
great body of them, and doubtless elad in
white,—ay, 1 percrive them now! But I
thought "twas a dim mist, creeping up
from the lake.”

“Il thou wilt lnck to the other three
streets,” said Cortez, knitting his brows,
and scowling around him, “thou wilt see
other such vapors gathering alout us.
Thus do they surround stags, in the
sicrras. of  Salamanca! but sometimes
the hunters have found more wolves than
deer among their quarry; and, by my con=
science, so will the dogs of Mexico find
their prey, this day, when they come
a-hunting against Castilians!—Hah! did I
not warn thee well*” eried the General, as
an arrow, shot from a distant terrace, and
by some unseen hand, struck ageinst the
guarding-shield with such violence us to
shiver its stone head inlo a thousand
fragments. “'Ware such Cuopids; for,
when they miss the heart, they are con-
tent to rankle among the ribs, What say
ye now, my masters? The knaves are
coming nearer! Such big rain-drops do
not long fall one by one, but show how
soon the flood will follow. Cover your-
selves! for by my conscience, that was
another, though it fell short. 1 see the
house it comes from; and 1 will reward

the messenger shortly with such a cane




