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CONQUEST OF MEXICO.

Pramatic Episodes of the Refreat of Cortez

By R. M. BIRD.

What Alvarado had reported of Don
Amador was true., The neophyte averred
that, dead.or alive—a specler or a creature
af flesh and blood.—the steed, bestridden
by the =able phantom and urged with
such fury agaiust the footmen, was neither
less nor more than his own good beast,
Fogoso; and, hedoclarsd, with even more
fmpetuosity, as Doa Pedro had related,
that the tigure desconding the opposite hill

" was tie knight of Ca'avar, on tus ancient
war-horse, —an  apparition, perhiaps, but
no St James,—unless this heavenly patron
had dondescepdod to appear in the likeness
of a kaight s0 valiant and so pious. Strange
fancies beset him, and so great “‘m?ns :lln-

ticave to resolve the marvel, that he
?lc.a'm-n: waited to behold the General bal-
ance his good spear, tefore he turied his
horse, and spurnsd furioosly backwanl,

Meanwhile, the black horsemun  de-
seended with suely vicdlenee upon the fool-
men, a3 thireatened thwir instant destrue-

tion, "his $eroe eyes, as the Christians
thonght. gleaming with the fires of hell; so
that, notwith&Anding the sudden relief
coming inthe person of the supposed saint,
they were seized with horror, and gave
wav before him. . At the moment when he
rushod among them, uttering what scemed
the ILolilee of another Jand, he was en-
oounterad by his celestial opponent, whose
glrong voice shouted out: “God, and St
John! and down with thee, paynim demon!™

The shock of two such steeds, both of
great weight, each bearing a man eased
in thick armor. each urged on by the im-
petus of descent from the hills, and meeting
midway, in a narrow valley, was tremen-
dous. At the moment of encounter, the
sable rider perceived, for the first time, his
opponent;—he checked his steed suddenly,
and fiung up his lance, as if to avoid a
contest. But the precaution came too
late,—his rislng lance struck the casque
of his adversary, tearing it off, and reveal-
fng the grim visagre and grizzly locks of the
kntght of Calavar; while, at the same mo-
ment, the spear of Don Gabriel, aimed with
as much skill as determination, smole
the enemy on the lower part of the corslet,
and plercing it as a buckler of ice, pene-
trated, at once, to the bowels and spine.
The shock that unseated the riders was
ghared by the steeds, and horse and man
rolled together on the earth.

ThHe lounderyof “Calavar! the Penitent
Knijght! the yaliant Don Gabriell” set up
by the bewildered and awestruck infantry,
reached the darsof the novice. He spurred
on with new ardor, and reaching the foot-
men just as they divided in pursuit of the
fiying barbarians, he sprung from his
horse, and beheld his kinsman lying sense-
Jess, and as it appeared to him, lifeiess, in
the arms of the wonundad Baltasar,

“In the name of heaven, and Amen!
what is this? and what do I see?” he cried.
w0 heaven, is this my knight?—and doth

live?”
he"j.la.- lives,” 8aid Baltasar, "and he feels
gs of flesh and blood; and yet did he die on
the lakeside. God furgive us our sins!
for neither heaven nor hell will hold the

dead!”

Just at that moment the knight opened
his eves and rolled them on his kinsman,—
but his kinsman regarded him not. A low
moaning voica of one never to be forgotten,
{ell on the ear of the novice, as he gazed
on his friend; and starting up, he beheld,
hard by, the page Jacinto, Iying on the
hodyv of Abdalla, from whose hend be had
torn the helm, and now strove, with feeble
fingers, to remove the broken and blood-
stained corslet.

“Jacinto!—Lella!™ cried Amador, with a
voice of rapture, flinging himself at her
gida (for now, though the garments of
escaupil still concealed the figure of the
Moorish maid, the disguise could be con-
tinuad no longer). The joy of the cavalier
vanished, for the maiden replied only with
lamentations; while the Zegri fixed upon
him nueye, inwhich the stony hardness of
death was mingled with the fires of human

ssion,
pa:'Pluca my head upon thine arm, eava-
lier!” said Abdalla, faintly, “and let me
look upon him who has slain me.”

%0, my father! my father!” cried the Moar-

irl,

mh“(f od forbid that thou shouldst die, even
for the sakeof the maiden I love,”exclaimed
Amador, eagerly, supporting his head.
“Thou art a Wall, a Christian, and the
father of herthat dwellsinmy heart. Live,
therefore; for though thou have neither
land nor people, neither home nor frmmlsﬂ
peither brother nor ehampion, yet am I all
o thee; for 1 crave the love of thy daughter,

The maiden sobbed, and heard not the

s of the vavalier; but the dying Moor
eyed her with a look of joy, and then turn-
ing his ﬂm upon Amador, said:

“God bathy judre, as thon dealest truly
with her, who, although the offspring of
kifgs; is° yét an- orphan, landless, home-
less, and friendless onthe earth.”

=] swear o thoe,” said the novice,—“and

topt——
le;-::r..uml me nothing: hearken to my
words, for they are fow; the ange! of death
callstome focome, and my moments iy from
me like the blood-drops.” said the Zegri.
*Usntil the day, » 1 [ dreaumed thou wert
slumbering in the s, 1 knew not ,,r this
that hath passed between ye.  Had it been
knowi to ma. perhaps this death that comes
= gome; for, what 1 did,
and weal of my child,
« hands of Spaniards,
vas in the power of oppressors and
i That 1 have struck for revenge,

is trie; [ have shed the bloowd of Castilinns
and rejoiced, for tl I wl me the
i Yet, had it been

we of Ghran .
nt to me, that the feehile maid, who,

aprn

bres i, Khiew no other protector of
innocsnesin the world, could have claimed
the | of an honorable cavaljer, 1 en-
} he shame of disguaise and

thon had I submitted
o up in the diurkness of
wry of the Alp rris.”
of the Alpujarras?
of Rhodes, staring wildly
) speaks of the Alpupurras®™
“p" s Moor, with a firm wvoice,
ing hiseveon Doa Gabriel, and striv-
though in vain, for his nether limbs
L
} of Calnvar, T speak of the Alpuy-
res: and pood reason have | to speak,
nnd thon o lsten; for I wiss of the mourn-
tno and thou of the destroyvers.”

mfj‘ ty me, heas criel the knight,
nt:;‘.‘.‘.,‘{ o the Maor, in the greatest dis-
ovder. “I have sesn thee, and yet [ kuow
thee not. -

“Hememberest thou not the field of
Zugar, and the cath sworn on the cross of o
blool-sta i swaorill, by the riverside?”

“Hah!" cried Don Gabriel; “dost thou
spc:arl.g of mine oathl—minge ocath tw Al-

ref?”
ha-,gmi the town of Ducares, among the
hills? continued the Zeyri, loudly, and with
a frown male still mors ghastly by ap.
proaching death; “dost thou remember
the false and felon blow that smote the
friend of Zugar,—and that, still falser and
fouler, which shed the blood of Zayda, the
beloved of the Alpujarras?”

As the Wall spoke, the knight, as if up-
lifted by supernaturnl power, ros to lis
feet, and approache | the speaker, sturing
at him with eves of horror. At the name
Zayda, he dropped on his knees eryving:

“afiserere mel, Deus! I slew her! and thou
that art Alharef, though struck down by
the same sword, yet livest thou again o
uphraild me!”

“Struck down by thy steel, vet not then,
but now!” exclaimed the Moor. “1 live
again, but not to upbraid thee—I[ am Al-
haref-ben-lsmail, and | forgive thea”

At this name already made of such pain-
ful interest 1o the novice his astonish-
ment was so greet that, as he started, he
had nearly suffered the dying prince (for
such were the Walis of Moorish Spain) to
fall to the earth. He cawght him sgain in
hia arms, and turned his amasd ¢ve from
him to Don Gabiriel, who, trembling in every
limb, still stared wit't a distrnets] counto-
nance on that of his ancient pressrver.,

“lLam Alharef, a-l, though dying, yetdo
I live,” went on the Zeari, intsrrupted ns
much by the wails of his daughtsr, ag by
his own incrensing sgonies. “The sword
wounded, but it slew not—it slew not all
Zayda fell, yet live 1, w tell thee, thou art

gt

eried|

to turn his body likowise; |

forgiven. Rash man! rash and most un-
happy! thine a r was unjust; and there-
fore didst thou shed the biood of the good
the pure, the loving and the beautifnl, an

theroby cover thyself, and him that was
thy true friend, with misery. When thon
soughitest the love of Zayda, she was the
betrothed of Alharef. Miserable art thou,
Gabrivl of Calavar! and therefore have I
foriven thee; miserable art thou, for 1
have watched thee by night, and looked
upon thee by day, and seen that the asp
was at work in thy bosom, and that the
tire did not slumber, Great was thy sin,
but greater is thy grief; and therefore doth
Zavda, who is in heaven, forgive thee.”

he pardons me not,” murmured Don
Gabriel, not a moment relaxing the stead-
fast engerness of his stara.  “At the pyra-
mid of Cholula, on the anniversary of her
death, she appearsd {o me in person, and,

“THE NOVICE DREW

0, God, with the beauty of her youth and
innocence, yel robed in the Wackness of
anger!”
“And have thine eves heen as dark as the
looks of the lover?” cricd Alharef, “Stand
up, Zayvda, the child of Zayda! or turn thy
face upon Calavar, that his delusion may
leave him."

As he spoke, he lifted the arm which
embraced hia child, removed the cap, and
arted the thick clustering locks from her
orehead. Still, however, did she look
rather the effeminate boy, upon whom
Calavar had been accustomed to gaze, than
a womsan;—for there is no effort of imagina-
tion stronger than that required to trans-
form, in the mind, the object which pre-
gserves an unchanging :s;-}]v_'.':r:u'-t'ﬂ 10 the
oye. Nevertheless, though such a trans-
formation could not be imagined by Don
Gabriel, there came, as he wistfully sur-
veyed the pallid features of the maiden,
strange visions and memories, which,
every moment, associated a stronger re-
semblance between the living and the dead.
He trembled still more violently, heavy
dew-drops started from his brow, and he
ﬁ::_a;t_i kupqm the wecping girl as upona

ilisk.

“Wherefore,” continued the Zegri, speak-
ing rapidly, but with broken accents,—
*“when I had resolved to fly to the pagans,
as being men whom, I thought, God had
commissioned me to defend from rapine and
slavery, I resolved o take such advantage
of their credulity, as might best enable me
to befriend them,—I say, wherefore I re-
solved this I need not speak. I protected
my child, by recommending her to their
superstition; and, had 1 fallen dead n the
streets, still did 1 know, that reverence and
fear would wait upon the steps of one whom
I deliverad fo them as a messenger from
heaven. In this light, 1 revealed her to the
princes at the temple, when™

“It is enough!” muttered Don Gabriel,
with the deepand agitiated tones of sorrow;
*] wake from a dream.—God forgive me!
and thou art of the blood of Zuvda? the
child of her whom 1 slew?—Alharef for-
gives me; he says that Zayda forgives me;
but thou that art her child, dost thou for-
give me?”

“Futher, dear father, she doth!" eried
Amador, gazing with awe on the alterea
countenance of Alharef, and listening with
grief to the moans of Zavda. “O holy
padre!” he exclaimed, perceiving the priest
Olmelo rising, at a little distance, from the
sirlde of o man, towhom Lie had Leen offe -iur
thea last consolations of religion.—"Hithar,
fater, for the love of heaven, and absolve
thesoul of adying Christianl"

“Is the e a priest at my slde?” s1id the
Zorri,

reviving from what seerel the
v of approaching dissolution, and
| looking exmerly into the face of the wond
| Olmelo. Then, turning to Amador. ha
aaid ao'emnly, though with brokea wards,
“Thou lovest the orplian Zayda?”

“Hewvea be my Lelp, as 1 do,” re)liel the
cavaller.

“And thon, Gabriel, that we:t my friend,
and standest in the light of this
man’s paront,—dost thou conset ¢
shall espouse the dauwghter «of roda
| savel, while s pitesus infaut, by Christian
me, from out of the house of deati?”

The knight bowed lis head on Lis hroast,
and strove o answet, but, in his aeritation,
could notspeak n word.

“Quick, father! for heaven's sake, quick!™
criced Atharef eagerly; “let me, e 1 die,
know ibat my child rests on the bosom of a
husband, aes! for the sand runs fast;
and thers is that in mmy bosom, which tells
ma of death. Love and honor thy bride;
for thou hast the last and noblest relic of
Granada, Take her—thou wert her pro-
tector from harsh words and the violence of
blows. Quick, father, quick! quick, for
mine eves are glazing.

The strangely timed and hurried cere-
mony wias hastaned by the exclamations of
Alharef; and the words of nuptial bene-
diction were, at last, I:urriml?y pronounced

“I see thes not, my child!” muttersd the
Moor, immediately ufter. “My hlessing to
thee, Amador, —Gabrisal, thou art forgiven.
—Thine arm round my neck, Zuydn; thy
Hps W mine,  Would that I could see thee!
—Gret thee o Granada, with thy loril—to the
tomb of thy mother—I1 will follow thee—
Tarry not in this land of blood—I will be
with thee; we have a power yet in the hills”

“Let the crosa rest on thy lips, if thou
diest a Christian,” said the father.

The novice drew the maiden aside; the
Zegri pressed the sacred symbol to his
lips, but still they muttered strangely of
Granada.

“I am of the faith of Christ, and Mahomet
I defy. My people shall be followers of the
cross, but they shall sweep away the false
Spaniand, as the wind brushes away the
leaves.—The Emir of Oran is prepared—
the king of Moroceo will follow.—A power
in the hills—Ah!—We will creep, by night
to Granada—a brave blow'—Africa shall
follow—Ha, h Seize the gates! storm
the Alhambra!—but spare life—kill no
women!—Remember Zavdal™

With such wild wonds, accompanied by
the faint eries of his daughter, the spirit of
the Moor passed away, and Alharef-ben-
Ismail lay dewd in the land of strangera.

A fow words will tinish the first part of the
cronicle of Don Cristoval. The victory so

ls

marvellously gained, removed the lnst
obstriction from the path of the Spaniands.
The ensuing day beheld them entering tle
territories of their allies; nnd, in four Jdays
more, the chiefs of Tinscala ushered them,
with songs of joy, into the republican city.
Six days after the happy event, the
novice of Rhiodes sat by the death-bed of his
kinsman.—From the moment when Cala-
var rousad out of the fit of unconsciousness,
into which he had fallen on the field of
Otumba, his brain wandered with delirium;
but it gave his young kinsman, as well as
the faithful Baltasar, much reliel to per-
ceive, that his visions were oftencr of a
leasant than a disagrecable character.
hus, the reappearance of Alharef, after
such long seeming death, dwelt in his
memory, without the recollection of his
subsequent decease; and with this came
the conceit that Zayda vet lived among the
Alpuiarras restored like the Wali to life,
and all forgeiful of the wrongs he had
done her. rﬁa prattied of returning now to
Spain, and now to Rhodes, and now of
making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
It is true t. sometimes, dark thoughts
crept to his brain, and agitated him with
his former griefs; but these were ever chased
awny by the sight of Leila, whose connte-
nance seemed. W him as that of a holy
seraph, sent from heaven, to bid bim be of
gonl cheer,
On the tifth day he recovercd Lis seuses,

THE MAIDEN

ASIDE:"

rouching dis-
bestside, after
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Alharef haul n
g, the vietion of
now called ¥y
said, bending an
r, and s§ i
YOu such oo
the history
vealed to y

il lio opoen: and as
you read will find their own
instruction; { will discover, that the
indulgence of passion, Iy .the pas-
sion of anger, doth lodge barb: in the
bosom, never o be lucked out, gave !I"-' the
hand of dehth. ‘hat I have to say, is
rather of command than advice; and thoua
wilt listen to me, Amador, my son, for Giod
hath given thee, in the person of this gentle
Zayda, an arpument of obedience, which
will touch thy heart more eloquently than
words,—Break thy sword, hack off thy
spurs, cast thine armor into the sea, and
think no more of war, unless 1o defend the
fireside, and the altars of thy country, from
the fury of invaders.”

The novice started with alarm.

“Think not that I rive," said the knight.
*T speak to thee with the wisdom that
comes from the grave. Think no more of
war; for war it is that rouses our pas=ions;
and passions have made mo what [ have
been, and what | am. I ean not think
now (for at this moment methinks 1 stand
in the presence of Him who abhorreth con-
tention ) that He will pardon the shedding
of any bloxd, except that which the neses-
sity of self-preservation, and the defense of
our countrv, euforen us to lavish., 1 re-
pent me of that which I have pourad, though
even from the hearts of pasans; for pagans
are still the sons of God, though walking in
darkness, for which we should pity them,
not slay. Thou hast drawn thy il for
glory; but the lives th: taken for
fame, shall weigh upon the souls of men as
murders;—for  such  they are.  Thou
drawest for religiomn—give thy purse to the

riest, and bid him vonvert with the cross,
or the wrath of God will rest forever upon
him who maketh proseivtes with the sword.
Wo is me, that the delusions of glory and
Christian z ined me 50 deeply!
Live for id thon shalt wrong
none, neither man nor God, 1. thus,
happiness shall be awarded thee; live for
honar, and thon shalt know, thal heaven

O8]

w Jrn\'li_‘ilm-:-i e l.nl_ that which 1s
justive: live for pence, which is virtue; and
for religzion, which is goadness, el thee

to thy castle, to the lands which thou shalt
inherit; plant thy vines aud ol |
the unhappy, suceor the distre
thy youny brother should pant §
and lance, te: him the histo
kinsma Be virtuous, be peaceful,
charitable, and e happy. When thou
hearest of glory, lwlhi::llc thee of the poor
deluded creatures we have iin in this
lianud; whon thou art told of pions crussules,
remember the days of the Alpuk

Would that my dayvs were to piss

With a few more such precepts ol virtue,
for geeief and the land of death had made
his heart wise, Don Gubriel continued to
address the novice. He spoke many worda
of kKindness, also, to the old and faithfu,
Baltasar, and was about to give his bene-
diction to the child of Zayda, when a tilm
came sildenly over his ey es:

“Chivo me thy hand.” he mutterad, faintly
and almost inarticulately: 1 see the
but mine eves are opened to Zaydn. Where
art thou, Amador, my son? Heaven js
blisaful—Alhuref —Zayda— all— Miserere
mei, Domine!” Theis he murmured (or a
meinernit, his voice dwindling to a whisper;
then his lips moved. but without yielding
any sound, unti), at last, it was apparent
that ho had expired, and vet so gently, that
not even a spasm of muscle, or change of
countenance, indicated the passage of his
spirit.

Three days af* r the death of Calavar
Dan Amador de Leste left Moxico to return
to Spain, bearing messages from Cortez to
the great Charles of Austria, and to seek
happiness in his castle of Alcornoque in the
society of his Moorish bride.

(The end)

Handweiting of Thos. A. Edison.
Brooklyn Life,

Thomas A. Edison's handwriting bears
o close resemblance to that of Edgar Allen
Poa, a fact which is the despair of those
who seek to “read character” by one's
chirography.

She Wasn't Allowed.
Brookiyn Life,
Suitor (to danghter of pretty widow)—
How old are you, Dotty?

“I"d be nine next month if mamma would
let me.”

M. D,
Fun.
Tonmy Wagg—FPa, what does “M. D.”
after n doctor's name mean?”
Mr. Wagg—Perhaps it refers to his

snti-‘:um, my boy, aud stands for “many | W
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Roster of Su;.iw;rs_oi a Fighting
Regfment.

hold, N. J.. Aug. 26, 1362, as a three years'
regiment, and wassusered out June 18,
1865, On Sept. 2, 15362, the regunent left
the State 1,007 stroggr.  Col.Wm. 5. "T'riex,
who was in cominand, had previously
sorved as Major in the Sth N. J., and Lieut.-
Col. Caldwell K. Hall had been Adjutant in
that command. Iis first duty was gunrd-
ing the B. & 0. R, It. near Monocacy, Md.,
and it remained in that vicinity until June,
1563, when it went to Harper's Ferry. It
was under fire for the tirst time at Mine
1tun, Va., where 14 men were killed and 49
wounded. According o Col. Fox (Hegi-
mental Losses in the Civil War) this was the
heaviest loss sustained by any regiment in
that campaign.  In Marcl, 1564, upon the
discontintanee of e Third Corps,
reiciment became part of Morris’s Brigade,
Rickettss Division, Sixth Corps. s osses
aut Cold Harbor were 28 Killed, 107 wounded
and 15 missing. :

I'he regiment was with the troops sent to
and in July, 1564 o repel wrly's
i, and at the battie of Mon 3
d, 105 wonnded and 20 mussing
) enpsagEed.

L Peter Vredenburgh was  killed
whi'e leading a charge at Opequon. The
lozs in this aetion was six killed amd 56

wolne i,
the brigade at the fipal azssault on thoe
worksut Petersburg,  Hoth Col. Truex and
Col. Caldwell K. Hall received the brevet of
Brigudier-ieneral.

. total enrollment of the regiment wans
1.312. The Josses were eight offfcors and
1349 men killed or mortally wounded, or 11.2
per cent.  From other causes 110 men died.

The following roster of survivors was
furnished THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE by
John C. Patterson, Seorvtary of the Hegi-
mental Reunion Association, Ocean Grove,
N. 4. Should any survivor of this regi-
ment find that his name has been omitted,
if he will send his name wnd address 0 THE
NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washington, D. €.,
it will be added to the lst, making the roster
complete.

Ficld and Stafi. James  Bedell, 10

. = Pemhbroke street,

Lieut-Col.  J. . Bridgeport, Conn.
Janeway, New | fowis . Bruoen,

Brunswick, N. J.
Maj Jno. C. Patter-
son, Ocean Grove,

Springtield, 1L
David Calhonn, Jer-
sey City, N, J.
Nathan A. Checney,

Chatham, N,
Peter E. W. Compr
ton, Springfield, 1L

Atl.j'i l L. Buckelew,
Jameshurgh, N, J.
Adyt Wm. H. Fos-

ter,  Scobey vVilles | Geo, 1. Commi A
N. o, oo Porth Amboy,
Surg. A, Tregan- Noools

owan, South Aw-
boy, N. J.

As='l Surg. R Lefl-
oris Dislirow,
Toms River, N. J

Silas . Drauke. 099
Maiden Lane, New
York City, N. Y.

John Drutrnond,
Milburn, N.

Chap. Frank B o=, | Sqmnel H. Dunham,
). 8. N, retirdd, Elizubeth, N, J.
Noewport, H. L Jarvis Fine, it-

R Y, cbethiport, No

k3 H. Frauklin,
Garrison  Andrevs, I, N.
Avon, N. J. Gaithwalte,
Alfrsl Asay, Thaw- Uinion, N. J.
James AL Grunsted,

ville, .

M. Bartrufd Metuehen, N..J.

illom, O, Irew Hand, Eizaleth,
Yo Hennvts, N. .
Nl Capt. Chauncey Har

Brittion,
v Park, N
rpge, Mid=| o
. | W,

ity Bopnnett's | twth, N, .

York City,

. Eli Jonathan Jdones,;
bethtown, N. J. | o Newnrk, .
Henry Hayes, Frees|Ohbas. H. King, 35th
holed, N. J. St, New York |
Julins  Hildebrand, City, N. ¥
Manusquan, N, J. | Abrnm King, Plain-

Samuiel F. Holus;| =stiold, N. J.

Asbury I'ark, N. 1. | Cornelius . Leshier,
John H. Hurley,| Union, N. .
Freeliodd, N. J1. Francis  C.  Ludy,
Frisl. W. Kerner, ayonne, N. .J.
Girreud 12apids, W. Lupton,
Mich. City. N, J.
Jas, Lafetea, Tren- V. Murtin,
ton, N, J. Elizabeth, N. J.

Henry
Elizabeth, 2

W. . Lafetra, Park
LW, _Nv}\r York

‘ .
Wesiley Layton,
Long Brancii N.JJ.
Capt. A. 1. Patter-
son, Asbury Park,

MeAdims,
N

Lieut I
Mudidell, Kaliway,

Licut. Henry H.
Mundy, Newark,
N. J.

Jucob Naylor, 1ain-

Corlies Preston, -
Munalapan, N. J. field, ‘\ J.
Jonuthan Sodon, | David S. Pangborn,
Frishold, N. J. Jersey City, N, J.
Archie Sutphin, | Wm. N. Panghorn,
Ardena, N. 1. Plainfield, N. 1.
(ieon Swinderman, Charles I .i"‘:':h'
Howell, N. J. Hoboken, N. ).
Wm. Van Bront, | Henry W. Pearson,
Tinton Falls, N. J. L Thatham, N, J.
John . Yanhorn, William I, _}'"“"'
Hightstown, N. J. f_}l‘“l:‘-“;"lh- f\-l-'-
Jolir s (graner, iristopher ‘ope,
g 'l“|:rI:[|!v. !\wi 1 Praintield, N. J.
Stephen” S. White, | Stephen N. Powell,

I, Atlantic
Inds, N. J.

Oliver Randolph,

Hizabeth, N. .1
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THE “BLACK STONE" OF ROME.

Supgose Ruins of the Tomb ol Romulus.
New York Times,

All archaeologists will remember the
interest arcuszed some months ago by the
¥y in the Homan Forum of Lhe
Stone, or Lapls Niger, at the depth of
about ty s s pavement of the
W ; wn from the arch of
Septimius. Sery us well as the many
discissions, nments.  theories, and
speculations brought aboul by the same
discovery. Signor Giacomo Roni, engi-
neer and inspictor of the éxcavations at the
| time, recalling o eertain poassage in the
Haliearnassus, was

z0o the sxered spot in the
thiu one :i|_\' Consecrated
rof Romulues, the
CETTEN
ion met with opposi-
vile, and the mystery
< otane induced t
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A bnse with

tuin roek.
archaie character of the whole
ture Jdutes back o the sixth contury
the Christinn eéra. The classical
memories of the sacred monument to Rom-
ulizs, wiich, anceconding to Dionisius, was
1 to hnve oxiste the Homan Forum.,

tell us that the spot wns adorned with two
images of  llons—probably  resembling

those found at Miconae and in other places,
It is now believad by many that thess two
il bases which have been unearthed
Iy served as supports to the two lions
larned the sacred place. The
inum of earth which for a distance of
three or [onir feet saparated the Black Stone
from the ase was thickly sown with votive
offerings  and  various archaic objects,
wenyghts, bones of saerificed and burned
animals, hronzes, vases, ele. Among the
vases was found a fragment of one with
black figuras on a red ground.

Latar the workmen came uposa a pilaster
at the side of the structure, also of tufa,
implanted in the ground at the same depth
as the main coustruction, and probably
contemporaneous with it. Several letters
appearad on the face of this stone. Soon
the pilaster was almost entirely freed on
three sides, on each of which was found an
inzcription, with one line running from left
to right, the other from right to left.

No attempt has yet been mads to decipher
these inscriptions, which are perhaps con-
temporary with those on the celebrated vase

of Pu or an that of the Quirinal Palace
here,  The letters are tinely and desply cut

in the taf:

and by the side of the usual
sigens of archaie Latin are others which are
loss The words are divided by
periols.

Whatever may be the ultimate result
the researches of students and specinlists,
it is certain that this Cippus, neeserved ns it
is in its oricinal position, isa very imp

ISOOVer) Excavations are proce
feverish 1 in other parts ol

ar the Regia,

» Divus Julius. and n
Templum Sacrae Urhis. Two interesting
i i nidd, one in the Regia,
Allin
e {resh etart at excavating the Forum
bring forth much of interest
ul very probably to chiangs
some of the present ideas
tiis theater of many events in
b important history.
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low Sqalrrels Saliist in Winter.
Lippincoll's Maguzine.

Tho popilar notion that squirrels of all

sorts suluist wholly an nuts arises irom

limited, not to say circleas, observation.

Their food is widely variad in the course of

vear, especially in the Spring and Sum-

Indian corn in the milk suffers more

a
mer.
from squirrels than from raceoons or musk-
rats, which are proverbianlly so fond of it

In places on the Western frontier an ex-
pensive system of watehing has had to be
maintained at times againstthispest. One
dainty in late Summer is the mushroom, of
several varieties of which they are fond; and
this reminds me of a bit of unexpected
sagacity in one of the Western chip-munks
lately spoken of in my henrlng by the
artist and author, Ernest Seton Thompson.
It appears that this chipmunk depends for
its ordinary Fall and Winter fare upon the
geeds of the pinon pine, which it preserves
by storage in its holes in decn; stumps
or undergronnd. It happened lataly. how-
ever, that in & certain area of the Northwest
the pinon crop was a complete failure, and
the ground-squirrels were compelled to find
something else for their subsistence and
Winter stores, In this extremity they
turned to the mushrooms, everywhere
abundant, -and were busy during all the
late Autumn in gathering them. They
were too wise, however, to store them under-
ground, whera they would scon have
rotted, but instead de ted them in
notches and crotches of the lower branches
of the forest trees, whera they dried in the
open air and so kept in good condition to be
eaten. Their shrivelling up and the shak-
ing of the branches by the winds caused

muny to fall, and these the squirrels in-
dustriously picked up and tried to fasten

more seciirely to the branches,

This method of providing themsclves
with Winter food implied the necessity

of their voming forth from their under-

ground retreats, no matter how cold and

snowy the weather, whenever they wanted

something to eat. instead of hoviegs their
larder indoors as is usunl with 2iu vl 1t

would be interesting to know whether they

actually did so, or whether they failed w
profit after all by their seemingly sagaciors |

Toms River, N. J d

Henry C. Hellin
b%nxhn. I’a.“

prudence.,

ECCENTRIC BRITISH WAGERS.

Bels Made oo \Be Weather end the Delog of Ridicoléus

Things
FLond Wail.
Perhaps {he most anarked charnoteristie
of the Brito R Tomaizess for LECriug,

stratedd at E m each
¥ the ex=

his

T

8 s

g iEsnot o
il the Britisher to
anin for hettings.
Quite an et of annual
OOCUTToeY toe subiedct o
ing.  Years o, before the vagaries of the
wiathior had brouecht the four : into
diseredit, wi ng that snow would be
found on Lthe g d on Uhristmas morning
was popular.  FEven now, when the weather
belaves with a sublime indfference to the
time of vear, wagerg are still made as to
its raining forty days if St. Swithin's be
wet

Ume enthn

Torde CXOrTiE

HE

1}

hing numl

W T 1Y " oer-

SR

astic supporter of this beary
legend o few venrs since wogered all he
possesss] on one wet anniversary that
there would be rain every day during the
preseribedd period. Tt 4 rain twenty-two
days, bhut the twenty-third ruined oo,

A well-known bookmaker, who lays him-
self out for what he ealls “fancy wager-
inge,” s stated that the amount of money
whiteh was wagerad on the Inte Hon.
Cilndstond ros ng the age of M) was
simply enormons.  Healassayvs that, being
a beliover in the unexpected happening in
politics, he accepted at the time of the
home rule split in the liberal party three
wagers of £5,000 to £1.600 each that Mr.
Chamberinin would one day bhe Prime Min-
ister of England, The stakesare deposited
in a bank under a deed which provides for
the drawing of the interest till 18904, the
date when tie wager expires

Costume balls at Covent Garden have led
to some curions wagering.  In accordance
with the terms of one last yvear a person
prosentisd himself for admittance dressed
like a woman on one side and a negro on
the other.  One side of his face was white,
rouged il powderad, the other blacked.
The lady hall wore a beautiful eostume,
the other being the attire of a street negro
minstrel.

During the building of the Tower bridga
one of the workingmen wagered to cook &
big pudding 10 feet under the surface of
the Thames. Needless tosay. so impossible
a feat led to a deal of money being laid
that he couldn’t.  On the appointed day the
pudding was tied in a sack and sunk to the
required depth, the assembled crowd being
greatiy amused with the careful manner in
which the performer handled the sack.

At the end of three hours the puddin
was drawn to the surface, and was founs
to be thoroughly cocked, the only fault
being that it was a little tos well done,
The sack was half full of lime

A NATURAL FLY TRAP.

A Carolina Plant Thal is Surer Than Fiypaper.
Philadeiphia Press.

Fivtraps are well known in the animal
kingdom to every one who has eyes, or, at
least, who uses them.

The dalicats wob of

the spider and the
deeply cut ;

ul broad mouth of the swal-
low at on gest thomselves.  But thag
i vegetable should have an exquisitely
eonstriocta] and perfect apparatus of this
Kind is wery remarkalk when it is re-
membered that plants differ markedly from
animals in regard to their food. For,
while animals live on organie subsiances
—that is. on plants or other animals—vege-

tables live on inorganic substances.
It is, then, unlilely t u fly conld sup-
ply a plant with fo vel 1L more pers
of dionea ean

-

AV

fect fivirap than the le:
not be imagined,

This littie plant is & native of the sandy
hogs in the pine barrens of Carolina.
A

|
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'
wortio he Oytrup—the
most our part of the plant—uand de-
mands a carefnl description.

It i= roundish and divided into two equal
parts by a strong mid-rib. The margina
are Tringsd with a row of strong spiny
bristles, =o that it may be Iiks-nu«% to two
upper eyvelids ioined at their bases. The
leaf is @ little hollow on either side of the
mid-rib, the upper surface is dotted with
minute raddish glands, and each hollow is
furnished with three slender bristles. The
sensitiveness of the leaf chisfly lies in
these bristles. If an insect alights on the
leaf and touches one or more of them the
sides snddenly close with a force so great
as to imprison the little creature, notwith-
standing all its efforts to eseape. The
fringe of bristles on thé opposite side of
the leaf interlace like the gers of the
two hands clasped together, or like the
teeth of a steel trap.

The insecet is not crushed or snddeniy do-
stroyed, but is retained firmly imprisoned
until it ceases to move, which would mean
until it was dead, and then the leaf slowly
expands.

The two lobes are enfolded at night. but
spread open in the day. When the bristlea
are irritated by man, the leaf quickly
closes, remains el for a short time,
then slowly expands, ready to close again
if newly irritated.

But if it be caused to make repeated ef-
fort= at short intervals, its movements be-
come languid, or the sensibility is alto-
gether exhausted and is recovered only by
a period of repose.

An Indian Cocksteo.
Philadelphin Press.

There is a wonderful cockatoo in ons of
the islands of the Indian Ocean, near New

Guinea. It is as lurg full-grown
rhu;a.ﬁant and it is of jet-b r. The
inlis remarkable for its immen

bill and the clever manner in whi
used. The bill is as hard as steel, and the
upper part has a deep noteh in it

Now, the favorite fod of this cockatoo
in the kernel of the canury nut; but thers
is wonderful ingenuity required to wet at it,
for the nut is somaetinng like a Brazil nut,
but it is 10 times a3 hanl. In fact, it re-
nuires the blow of a heavy hammer to
cruack it. It is quite smootli and somewhal
triangular in shape.

The cockatoo might throw the nut down,
but it would not break, or it might hold it
in its cluws like parrots usually do with
their food, and attempt to erush it; but the
snoothness of the nut would cause it to fly
out of the beak. Natore appears to have
given the possessor of the wonderful bill
some intelligence to direet ils powers, for
the eockatoo takes one of the nuts edge-
wise in its bill and by a carving motion of
its sharp lower beak makes a small notch
on it. his done, the bird tukes hold of the
nut with its claws and biling off a picce of
leaf retuins it in the deep notch of the up-
ﬁr part of the bill. Then the nut is seized

tween the upper and lower parts of the
bill and is prevented slipping by the pecu-
liar texture of the leaf. A nip or
two in the notch breaks off a tiny picee
of theshell of thenut. The bird then seizes
the nut in its claws aud pokes the Ions
sharp point of its bill into the hole an
picks out the kernel bit by bit.
The cockatoo has a very long tongue,
which collects each morsel as it is broken
ofl by tie bill.

This is a wonderful process, for it is quite
clear that without the leaf nothing could
be done, and it proves how certain struc-
tures in birls are made to destroy

parts of plants.

Came Bsck.

Chicngo News.
“Look here! Are you the man
square meal one cold, bleak
mormning?”
“I'm the man, mum,"”
“Well, do you remember that you proms-
ised to shovel all the snow out of my back
yard, and then sneaked off without doing
1t
“Yes, mum; an' me conscience smote
me. Dat’s de reason | tramped all de way
here thirough the blazing sun to do de job.

Layiag Up ssd Dowa.

Detroit Journal.
“I would luy down my life for you!™ he
protestod.
T2 orphnn girl looked wistfully into his
eves.

"Rt when itcones to laying up anything

yorr are vt teral” she exclaimed. sadly.
Ha; s, aha Keew what it was to be poor.

I gave a
Fe

S



