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The pension appropriation 1 ill was pass-

el by the House on Friday after a lively
debate in committee of 1 uh’nlv Nir.
Hopking leing in the chair. The il

being called ap, Mr. in charge,
made o stalement.
Mr. Barney. Mr. Chinrman, the amonnt
carried in this bill is $144,245,200. about the
same amount that was carried in the pen-
sion appropriation bill for the fiscal year
1900, excesding it, 1 think, by somoe §14,0040.
The amount appropriated for the fiscal
year 1880 was $141,458,580 ul upon the
earing before the comm it appeared
that of that sum there had Leen expended
for that fisceul vear a little less thuan $140,-
000,000, leaving to the credit of the fiscal
vear 1899 something like a million dollars,
which, of course, will remain 1o the eredit
of the Bureau for two vears from the ex
iration of that fiscal yeur, and we are in-
ormed that probably the mest of it will be
needed for sums properly chargeable to the
vear 1899. The amount of the appropria-
{iOIL‘a for the fiscal vear 1800 was $145,-
233,930. Up to the present time, or rather,
lshould say, for the first five months of the
fiscal vear 1900, the sum of $58462085
has been expended, and we are assuted
by the Commissioner of Pensions that
doubtless they will keep within the appro-
priation. As 1 stated, the amount appro-
priated for the fiscal yeur 1901 is ]il..ttl-
cally the same as the amount appropriated
for the fiseal year 1800, and the
Commissioner tells us that doubtless the
amount of the pension roll growing oul

Barney,

of the civil war wiil decresse and be elightly
less perhaps for the year 1401 thar
for the fiseal year 1900; but there will

be a considerable inercase on account of
claims growing out of the Spanish
American  war, and he thinks it is
wise to make the appropriation for pensions
for the coming fiscal year the same a8
for the fiseal wyear 1800, The “ounly
changes which are in this Lill from the
bill of last year are for the items of rent
and clerk hire.

Mr. Talbert wanted to know if the pen-
sion laws were not liberal enough to dis-
pense with the Friday night sessions, al
which sessiong bills to pe ru,mu “eaffee-
coolers” and “bounty-jumpers” were passid.

Mr. Barney—1 am not in favor of pen
gioning actual deserters and  bounty-
jumpers, and I do not think any member
on either side of this House is in favor of
#0 doing; neither do I think the present

nsion laws are as liberal as they cught to

in some particulars.

HOPED FOR LIBERAL
OF LAWS.

After wvarious exrilmmlmrm in answer
to questicns Mr. Curtis (Kan., R.) aruse.
He rehearsed the story of pension legisla-
tion and the administration of the Pension
Office under Cleveland and Lochren, and
the consequent passage of bills by Con-
gress to oﬁ'hel the unjm.! treatment of the
veterans, and the efforis of their enemics
to prevent their friends from effectively
acting in their defense.

“Onthe 4th of March, 1867," he continued,
*there was a charge of Administration, and
the soldiers of this country looked forward
to a new Commissioner of Pensions and a
change in the Bureau of Pensions. They
looked for a change in the rules and regu-
lations; they looked for a more likeral con-
struction of the law, but, 1 am sorry to say,
they were disay pmntvd The Republican

rty has alwayvs been and still is the

riend of the oid soldier. But the new
Commissioner of Pensions, with the ex-
tion of the continuance of the Board of
Revision, which 1 believe had completed
fts work, and the consequent stoppage of the
reduction and dropping of pensioners, con-
tinued the some rules and practices as the
former Administration. He kept up the
same false charges against the pensioners,
He permitted himself to be interviewed and
wrote articles for the press and did other
things to attract the attention of the public

CONSTRUCTION

that the rating of the loeal pension board
should be finad?

Mr. Curtis.  Nuo, + bt 1 do elaim that
where the loeal pen ion buard mtes a peet-
siotier and gives him a rtable disability.
I he shoulid e given the benefit of that rat-
inge: and i it dees et pive him a ratable
disability, it ought o lH' ignored.

A QUESTION OF CONSTRIU

Mr. Win. Alden Smith,
conclusive under the law? o

Mr. Curtis. I think the law is sufficient.

tis _-a'n.;pl_-. a question of construction inthe

office of the Commissioner.

Mr. Ray, of New York. One moment
now. Isthe gentleman correct in that, that
it is a1 question of vanstriction in the office
of the Commissioner of Pensions?

Mr. ("uriis. )

Mr. Itay, of New York. 1S n not gone
up to the Iuterior Department repeatedly,
and has not the Interior Departinent de-
cided over and over again that under the
law as it stands they must o hold, and is
not the Commissioner of Pensions simply
following up the construetion that is given
by a higher construction than himself?

Mr. Cordis.  That is what the Commis-
sioner elair wut i vou will examine these
cases, vouwill fnd that he does not.

Mr. Bay. of New York., Oh, the gentle-
man ought not tosay that.

Mr, Curtis. 1 said it because I have
examined the cases; and if you want me 10
put them into the Heeord, 1 can do 8o,

¢l

TION.

Can it be made

Mr. Itav, of New York.  Yon had better,
if you ni any such eialm.
Mr. C ur'.i- Tt him deny it.

Mr. Hay, of New York. | do not think
you are just in Nour rt'm,u'l-m concerning
lln- Clommissiono I" of Pensions in roga wrdd tir
that ruling. beeause any decision made by
the Commissioner en a question of Jaty
or the iuterprotation of the pepsion laws
is always subjpetl to appeal to the Secre-
tary of the Interior, and Welster Davis is
a4 vory compeient man.

COMMISSIONER OFTEN

Mr. Curtis. And he has reversed
Commissioner often,

Mr. Hay, of New York. And he has re-
peatedly reaffirmed this doctrine of which
vou are complaining, and alleges that that
15 the law. s, if the gentleman will
look a little further, he will find that a bill
to amend and correet the pension law in
lI.:\l regard has been introduced in the
and has passed that bady,

Mr. Curtis. And oughtio pas.*-.:h{‘ House,
so that the Commissioner of Pensions can
not misconstrue it.

Mr. Itay, of New York. Very good; then
vou n'u.ht not to charge against the Com-
missioner of Pensions that which has been
affirmed by a bigher authority, and a Lill
is now pending to correet it

CHARGED WITH IGNORING DECISIONS.

Mr. Curfis. 1 charge it beeanuse T have
examined the eases; 1 have a memorandum
of them in my poc ket, cases where I believe
he has absolut Iy ignored the decision of
Webster Davis. 1 want to call your atten-
tion to the fact that in 1807 he says he re-
jeeted, in round numbers, 107,000 cages—
=O,000 on u:--"iml grounds, 13,000 on legal
grounds, 5,000 on the ;:rnund of no benetit.
I charge openly that if in these rejected
cases the benefit of the ratings had been
given 1o the pensioner a large number
would have beenallowed,  1Thav ¢ nofeeling
agninst the Commissioner of Pensions;

REVERSED.
the

have been promptly answered; my sug-
gestions  have Iwen given consideration,
if not always favorable; but 1 have exam-
ined these eases, and 1 am of the opinion
—and that opinion is based upon my
examination of these cases—that his policy
is against the interest of the old soldiers
and that they are not receiving fair treat-
ment at his hands.

Mr. Willizm Alden Smith. T would like
to esk if the difficulty about which yvou

to his Bureau.

“] ask you if the figures contained in his |
own report sustain the charges against |
the pensioners? Why, in the three years
1897, 1808, and 1888, with the large - |
ber of pensioners on the roll, as 1 hawve
heretofore stated, with 50,000 attorneys
practicing before the Department, with th
great number of witnesses and the
number of officers in these yeurs, ilu L RITE
only 750 indictments and on ¥ 437 conyjo-
tions Imd There were only 20 allopness
disbarred in 1595 and only 63 in 1800,

IN THE HANDS OF THE ADMINISTRA-
TION.

Mr. Bartlett.

Now, if this is true, and 1

have no doubt it is, is not the remedy of it in |

the hands of the Administration? The
Grand Army of the Republic his refussd
to indorse Mr. Evans,
either expressly or by permitting him
remain, does indorse him.

Mr. Curtis, 1 do not believe the Presi-
dent does indorse him.  ©do not believe the
President knows what is going on in that
office,

Mr. Gaines. Why doss he not
courage 1o condemn him®

Mr. Curtis. 1do not agree with vou that
the President can go down into details and
examine each and every case.

Mr. Bartlett. I did not sayv that.

Mr. Cuntis. The Commissioner says his
policy is all right. If you will allow me,
will touch upon that,
President of the U nited States is sust
the Commissioner of Fensions, or that he
would if he knew the truth, because be is a
soldier himsell, and be is the soldier's friend,

Mr. Gaines. Have you asked the Presi-
dent to condemn him?

Mr. Curtis. 1 have talked with the Presi-
dent, and the President said that he would
look into the cluvrges that are made.

Mr, Gaines. Have you been back to see
whether he has done so?

Mr. Curtis. He has not had time

uave the

Mr. Gaines. Have you been dilutory
about it*
Mr. Curtis. No: I have gone to other |

officers and talked with them about this

matter.
Mr. Sims.  If the gentleman will allow
me, wis not the present Commissioner of

Pensions also a soldier in the Union army?
A QUARTEHRMASTER'S CLERK.
Gen. Grosvenor said he had known Mr.

Evansasa f:r: vate; that in the latter part of
his service he had l)ﬂ‘ll detailed as o clerk |

in the Quartermaster's Department at Chat- | law,

ind that he had remained |
Wiir.

tancoga, Tenn.,
there after the w

Mr. Curtis said the law of 1800 might be jerastinuation

made more explicit and there might be an
Improvement regarding widows’ cases, but
the luw with few exceptions was all ru.h' it
was the construction of it that was fuulty,

DISABILITIES NOT COMBINED

Mr. Curtis. With few exceptions 1 say
the law is all right now. The Commissioner
of Pensions said that he does combine dis-
abllities, but if any member of Cor

will take the time 0 examine the cases | and

which 1 have, which have been rejected, he
will find that the Commissioner -1-»-. 1ot
always do so, and if this letter from biin
ublished in THE NaTios L
great soldivr ;h| or

the country,

and the President, |

I do nol believe H:!-'
ining |

s

TRIBUNE, |«
o ol

comvlain may not 1I|Iiil’"ill’l.ﬂfl'~ b chargesd
it the fact that e entirely out of sy -

i pathy \uth the old soldicr have Leen ]\. it
ard of Review in the Pension
» lews of the
of

upon 1hu
| tHee um -1 the
Government sand
the old voterans?

Mr. Cuartis, 1 have heen told that 1)
was true; but the Commissioner of Pensic
s the right, he has the power, to chiang:
thy man that is on the [ll.ll'll of Hoview
sk send him 1o some other division.

LAWREG

eivil
RN

nterest

ARDING CHILDREN'S PENSIONS

Mr. Williiem Alden Smith. O, certainly;
bt that enly shifts the foree .m'l retains
the utnsyvipatietio employee,  The saldicr
iid 1 wind on w0 Wweehuieality when he
tomak anms for biscountry.  Why should

| thies G ment now? 1 owonld give !ll'n
the benotit of liberd construction of
| Mr. Meba Do vou think !in-rulm;'_:-
off Welsior Thivis s Ny more in the in-
torci ol e old saldicr than these of the
Caonnmi uners
WERBLTIER DAYVIS'S DECISIONS.

Mr. Curtis. I know e decisions of Wel-
stor Davis are in the ml-n st of the ald
soldiors, and all the alr treatmoent;

[.m.! if the law be administored us laid
elnter Divis they would  Lie

perfoctly aatisfiod,

Mr BeDowell. Why, then, does it tuke
S0 long --h. ver thesie cases disposed of that
are carricd there on appeal?

Mr. Curtis. Because thore
them
Ir. Rolingon (Ind., D) registered a
prowst against “the delay in the interpre-
tation of the wellestabilshed law of this
vouutry on the subject of granting pen-
BiONs. Yo tind s situation prevailing now
on the Hllh_ﬁ w1 of the right of those under
the law Lo pension who were under 16 yeurs
of age upon the death of the pensioner—

» soldior who was entitled—and  yet
i his clildren applicd and when their
PenSION (IS WeTe before the Pension Com-
tiissioner he rendered o decision against
|11,- plating law. | \ arni unfavoralile
ter that oluss of applicams.”  He said the

ve those swho wore under 16 yoars
pension, and under its enforeement
ool aears they were granted o
though appited for after they

|- lown Ly Wel

ire 80 many
[

ritisien
\"n.- }:at 10
*‘There s nel o
tbut who has receivid lettor
month after month, asking for justice .u

nemler in this House
alter letter

(the haods of the Government ander the
and asking for o division of this plain
propkasiion.

» \.lll l

» by recson of the poliey of pro-
and  delay that every where
| pervades the Department on the subject
{of pensions, these children and those who
Fwere children then are pot granted a Jreni-
sion and can not get o deeision, Why
11 e g ent ;n. seutod s this: Clildren amler

l]l. veurs ol re, thonph confessedly en-
IIJIh-t 1 ™ .",H-rf: Bt apphied before
| Hhist age. wonld i-.!\i' reocived 11, bot now
L theste clidldren, under guardian then, thes
childron dn clusritalle jostitutions,  publice
private, vhile they were under 16

-i Venrs of g 11-&-: vl ere the bene-
ficiaries of charitalble ]--[l' all over tle

| ot ity ebildren of soloios under this low
E 2o pensions, ane Lo hiave the statule

tion copw agieary statate or

the 25th of Dece L IR0, b -, b doess | Laars s up seenivst (e Lecinise they did
not do it. Lis Hu-r-- 5 ne warrant an | not s pely Lefore they arrived st the sge of
the act of June I‘-'"l for au =1 16,

of disubilities; 1 want 1o wirn the memlers of this

rejcction of yotr claim is aflir
letter was dated Dec. 16 and signod by thie
Commissioner himself, uand pubiished
mhm wer on Deo. 28

Wm. Alden Smith.

i

Do you cluiml

v one of wdiom is interested in this
- thad the coditieation proposed, the
ipilation of law proposed by Congress,
15 Al o at striking oul these Just cuses.
“This compilation of law is aimed at

striking our these just cases for pension,
and 1 warn you, so that you may be ac
guard.
In addition fo Mr. Robinson three other
gentlemen were allowed to speak_on the
time of Mr. Livingston (Ga., D), buftheir re-
marks were not printed in the Rerd until
later.
DEFEXDED BY A TENNESSEE DEMO-
CRAT.
Mr. Sims (Tenn.,, DO
Evans's course.  He saild o
simply a gratuity, for which
cized by Willinm Alden Smith (Mich., R.).
who asked it it was not 2 solemn obligation
upon  the Government—an implied con-
tract, sacred and binding—that those who
bore the Trunt of hottle shall not ask in
vain for help from the Government thes

defended Mr.
Vlllhl”" was
1 wis eriti-

saved?  He sadd further that the reason
why many of the soliliers “have not been
pensioned heretofore ig becanse they hoave
not asked for pensions until by the fores
of circumstances they neoded i ad when
that tine v, 1 o not think the Gov-
croanent ougsht to be too rigid in its o

strietion of the rule that will permit thess
men to get their just deserts from the Gov-
eroment. 1 owould make the kiws more
liberl and feel soure the Commissionset
would glidly administor them.”™

When one the members as why
there was stueh delay in the Spanish war

Wil shand

Cases a2 to amonunt 1o almest exelusion,
Mr, Siins =
Oh, it does not amoant 1o exelusion,

The great nutjority of the soldiers who v

engaeed in the Spaaish war were Nl
men, who hove o long |.I|t‘ Imfore th
Now, you want to have them pensioned

boys, when they have long lives before
thi m, sl to be drawing pensions all that
time. 1 say that any Commisstoner of
Pensions. n-g..nllv\-‘ of |l-l|lllt =, ouelit 1o
take such time as is necessary (o properly
investignte and determine the factsof a vase
when it is before him.

SPANISIT WAR

Mr. Fitzgernld (Mnsas,,
the course of the Pension Borean toward
the veterans of the Spanish war,  Only 300
of the 25,000 claims had beon adjusted.
There were men who had lost limbs or whao
had been completel s incapacituted whose
claims were pigeon-holed.

Representative Kay (N. Y., IL) former
Chairman of the Committee on Tuvalid Pen-
sions, replied to Representative Curtis,
charac h-rulm: as “unwarranted and un-
justifiable” the Iatter's attack npom the
Commissioner of Pensions.  He defended
the action of the Commissioner in refusing
back pension to minor children who he said
have long since grown 1o manhood,

Mr. Talbert (5. C., D.) wanted o abolish
Friday night sessions devoted to private
pension bills,  The large majority of the
bills for special legiskation here are for in-
creases and for desertion and for camp
followers generally. No doult there are
some deserving cases, and I'will always
take pleasure in voting for ﬂlfm't VS8,

REPRESENTATIVE MAHON'S SPERECH.

Mr. Mahon (Pa., 11.). Mr. Chairman, this
Pension Burean dishurses some $140,0600),-
OO0 annually, and it is very easy to eriticize
it in a few isolated cases,  In this opposi-
tion that has grown up during the last year
against the Commissioner of Pensions and
the Pension Office there is a class of gentle-
men ai the bottom of it, and I think the time
has now come to have something fo sy in
reference to those gentlemen. It is well
known that the City of Washington s in-
fested with what is known ns pension-shark

PENSIONS.
. vnlnjnl;lim»i ol

lawyers. They will send their eirenliars all
over the country, send blank applications
and a blank power of attorney, and get

these cliimants, whether they are entitled
to a pension or not, W sign and execute
these papers and return them.

Then they send them a fow blank afil-
davits and the whole outfit does not cost
them 10 cents. From the time these papers
are sent out, it is my experience, and it is
the experience of every man who lives in a
community where these soldiers live, that
they must resort to a lawyer, or o the home
of the Justice of the Peace, or to a Notury
Publie, or 1o that man whom we find in
nearly every village wha sart of looks afte
things of that kind for the people, and 'riu-
execute the papers for them. 1 will & ke |
you tothe Pension Office and show you thal
not one case out of 40 do these gentlemen
ever put in an affidavit in their own hand-
writing. I have filled up hundreds of these

list, to read this paper, and 11mn come ml AMr. Hill. Then it is useless to raise it to
here and say that the Commissioner of | $250.
Pensions has not fully and to the ntmost '. Mr. Benton.
extent discharged the duties of that high | income.

I understand it to be $250

office.  [Applause. ] Mr. Hill. Is it net income or gross in-
The average amount paid annually o | come? )

each pensioner, invalid, and widow now on | Mr. Benton. T understand it to be gross

the rolls, is $132.74, a magnificent record |income.

made by the Congress of the U nited States, Mr. Hill. Tt seems to me the Pension

The antual value of the entire pension roll | Committes ought to sean that legishition

amounts of S$131.617.061. 1 am  now [earefully in order to see that it is bene

speaking of the vear just clased, that | ficial inits resulis

amount being $649,496 more than has ever Mr. Mahon. ° e Commissioner of

been paid out in any single year in the | Pensions says that it means net incomee.

history of the Pension Office. Mr. Hill. "That is what | want 1o Know,
\nl\\lth-t.nuillg thigfact, thod we have |  Mr, Barneyv. And 1 upderstand that af

made this large increase over all prey u-n\‘ﬂn Wil which has passiod the Senate shall

vears, still the Pension gdepartment is enti- | ] Im this' House and become a law, pre
cized for its illiberaltiv. T have houd undder | Vi ling for an incrense of that hmit of in-
my own supervision and under my own [ Come to "5_..'-. that will relite also o net
notice eases in which there were hardships, | imeome wl it Lo Lrroesss e el -
nodoult.  In those cases T felt that justi T v, of New Yiork s no
had not been done the elpimants, as my [ donbt alwait that,
frivnd from Ohio and ey feiend from Massa- Barnes. Tl Iow of June, 1814,
chusetts have said.  But where is there o wineh wilows ive pens=ions, pr
eonrt in Christendom, where is there o Vided that i any ¢ r of enlisted man
Judge, or where = there any tribam i anv- | whio seevoed 0 d IWH oF more in the army
where of which litigsuns do not complim e United States during 1he
that they have not had full justioe done o the redyel iy amd who wis
them?  Amd in this great Borean, which . b digl or shiall
Bist verr hiindled over 153,000 chsos, why, n without any other
if o case involving a little hardship now aowl wpport than her dadly labor,
then il not ocear, it wounld be extra- | s6 all nston of 25 0 menth
arilinary. [ Fhe Pensio riment nader that law
The Chairman. The time of the gentle-| ruled, and | think every Inwyer will sy
mian s expired, i'_-‘l-':l tho rulingg wis o reasonoble constrs
Mr. Mahon solmitted as part of Tiis sy o Ahe boowes thiapt iF the widow s ineoms
lromarks o report of  the Commissioner of | not exever) the a vearly
| Pensions of the work of the oftice for the I'_ nston - that s, cit Ve
past year this pension, bat that i il is anore than that
Mr. Benton congratuladed the Republi- shivenn not. . Now, a bill has recently pass-
cans “that in the e winning of another ed the Senato inereasinge that Hhmit ta SE.‘.!_!.
Presidential - canvass  they founed | and 1 trust it will very .-|.'-.-'|I.\ pass this
a senpegont on this pension question. 1| House and beeome a law,  And 1 might

right here that the I'-l-.:..u Clonnnis-
wer told us that he mads hig erlimate
for the fisenl vear 1901 anticipatory of tha

felicitate the gentioman from  Ponnsylva-
nia andd the Hep ithiican party inlay ing the

whole troible on the pension attotney. (

I know that he is fourd samewhat an obi-| vw, providing a suflicient amount to pay
streperons animal. He gives us all more the claims which would eome in under
or less annovanee, and e gives you an and by virtue of that law. 1 hope that is o

exeuse to defend yvour ;\-qun:-ur.dvuu e suflicient answer to the gentlem:an.
Mr. Benton went on to disenss privade

pension legislation. *1was of the opinion ROLL

OF HONOR.

that the Invalid Pension Committee, under [ o i ; o s
. Now, Mr. Chairman, just a few words

:"\'1" l!""1 of the gentleman from ;\']'“ f\“ﬁ more, and we will elosie this debate, |
r. Ray) was exceedingly carcful, 0 nobio, of oo that T umn somewhat wonry of

stingy, during the 55th Congress. did
nob learn until Iate in that Congress thi
I mysell must pick out one or two bills
anid try to get them throngh.

“Hintrodneed something like 20 hills.
Ieame within an ace of getting one through,
Just about two davs before Congress ad-
Jonrned an afidavit which the Chairman
required me to get was fortheoming, and 1
am surethat the gentleman from New York
would liave reported the bill favorably for
that widow if Congress lhind not rxllii‘- d.
Sol eame within one of getting one pen-
sion bill passed out of the 20 T introdueed,

| hearing sugrestions made hers from time
| to times that the pension roll of the United
States onght to lie a roll of honor, thus
at least insinnating that at present it is
not.  In my humble judgment, the pengion
roll of the Unitel Stites to-day is and
always has beon a roll of honor, the grand-
est record of brave and patriotie soldiery
that the world has ever known.

When we remember that there are nearly
a million of names upon this roll, we will
not wonder that a few nnworthy ndmes are
pliteed there, hut this latter class are so
vory fow llml they ean not be saied to affect

Now, if other gentlemen did not do any |0 character of the whole: and there is no
l'_"“' r than 1 did, the lf"*{'l'_{"" "_'"'-" clasg more ready and willing to purge thie
woulid hitve was that the Pension o= | eil1 of the few tinworthy ones than the uld
mittee was not liberal enough Tor them, b ER s miBal s

Mr. Hay explaiocd: ‘\-.p--llnm- about Noitl 1 : e ;
the requirements of the Committee  thit elther do | like to hear gentlenien upon

this floor or elacwhere speak of pensions
as pratnities anud charities doled ot by the
Ciovernment 1o 115 ald solidiers.  Nog these
il rihs, whie heads are growing
oray hose shoulders are being bowed
with !In welght of vears, reinforeed by the
privationg and hardships of war, are not
'Fi'J‘itH of charity!

They have earned, and honestly earned,
as but frw men in the history of the world
ever earned money, every dofllaer which this
Nation is pe L-mg ”It'lh in the way of pen-

Mr. Benton proceeded to sa w, I am Lheir services and sacriflces and
not going to fall over myscll -U-:' vinst | the services and .-Ml'l'l_i:li-.'-lnf their comrades
the allowince of pensions, for as long as | who fell tpon the field of battle kept the
we lave the lnws on the sls ittite i"”"-“.“ ans \1|-u vour flng and preserved us as a
which we have, then, it my opinion, they P Nation, and we are only payving them a
onght to be flll(|\ construed | by the execen- | part of "‘ ir honest dues when we appro
tive oficer. 1 have nodoubt, I say to gen- | Priate this money.
tlemen on this side of the House, that they | OF all the millions of money whicl this
are now and then wrong, 1 am satisfied Congress uecessarily and very pro) wrly
some men are ahle to prove moge than others, | fppropricdes every vear I'do not think one
1 have seen men getting no pension at all. fappropriction contains less of fraud and
I have ot 0 number of eases fn oy own [ More in proportion of money  honestly
mind which eome about in u very unfortu- | farned and justly due than this pension
nate way : appropriation bill,

“Under the old law mén are required to A SLAP AT ATTORNEYS.

provi biv somnehoddy thal the Woun e urre il

in theline of battle or in the lineof duty. 1 Mr. Malion. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

have in mind one caxe where 2 man was [ mous consent fo insert this amendment,

shot and tken to o heapital; while in the [ which 1 think we will all agrée to. 1 will

hospital he took the sm: LIIlm\ and eame out | have it read for Information.

of it deaf. I!v 19 not Eetting any peension. TheSpeaker. The gentleman from Penn-
sylvanin asks nnanimous consent for the

gentlemen of the House shonld point ot
the bills they want considered  we had
referrd to onr Committes somewhiors -
tween 5000 and 6,000 bills, It was not
within the possibility for us to take np the
bills il examine their merits and look
through them, and therefore we hul 1o ask
membirs of the House to eall o our atten-
tian the bills they winted considered first.
So no one could complain of that action.”

OUGHT TO BE FAIRLY COXNSTRUED.

sioHs.

J‘:

cases, and I never charged a soldier a dime
in my life.  When the case is made up, and
the member of Congress succomds in getting
fuvorable action upon it, whut do these
pengion-shark attorneyvs do? They walk
up to the Treasury of the United States anil
take their $10 hill or contract for $25 from

he has always treated me nicely; my ealls | \hoso elaimants, for which they have never | a Sergeant of

rendered one penny of service except 1o
send out a few blanks., L
Mr. Hay. of New York., Will the gentle-

man from Pennsylvania pardon me i sug-
gestion right there?

Mr. Mahon, Yes,
oo mueh of my time.
Mr. Ray, of New York. T want toadid to
what the gentleman savs that after the
adjpournment of the last Congress 1 recsivid
letters from all over this comitry, in cases
where we haul granted special  pensions,
asking me if the attorneys in 116 CRLSeR Were
entitled toc rere 825, 830, and $50, ns they
were doing, for work that they b never
done amd cases they never huul .nt\Hmu., tis

if you do not use up |

do with.

Mr. Mahon, Sinee T have been in this
House 1 hnve handlsd over WML penision
casges. I live in a conntry whers war riggsd
for four longe Sears, and in State thad
furnistied A75,000 men to the Paion army,

anned dn g distrien that put 25,000 men into i
I hatve reuuested !in Fonsion Comamiss;i ner,
sind written o bim, net o allow these in-
faumons sharks I ke o dollar from 1he
echaim alter it hias been allowed,

Now, this appeal that s made to von i
in the interests of these sharks who ha
| Been robiliing the i this eountry.

\"['l' s In 1808 the present Cominis

soliliers

Cunfortunately, he coulid not draw one un-
er the law of i-\.m becanuse of the law, and | consideration of an amendment, which will
e reaad for the information of the House,

he conld not draw one ouder the law of

| 1862, for the reason that there 8 not g The elork read as follows:
hais not for 25 ars Tien a single man liv- “Iris ri, in line 2, page 3, after wond
ing who knew absalutely that he was shot | ‘dolla the fallowing: *Provided, That

the Commissioner of Pensions sholl fornish
all necessary blanks to claimants, and that
said Commissioner may, in his diseretion,
refuse to pay the fee to attorney of recond
when he satisfiecd that said attorney
fuilesd to prepare t g under his or her

wool wits
ship— by
her squad that came on
him while he was down.

* Bat no comrade was aronnd #sere, amd
the Pegsion Ofiee will not grant him @ pen-

in the hine of duty, althongh the !
made—and 1 think that is a har

sion for that reason.  There are a number | personal sugorvision and -ir 1 not dischiarge
of such hardships. 1 have no doubt @ | his full duty to claimant.™

Illil(lh’ o of elaims are allowed at the Pon- The Speaker. Is there objection to the
sion OMice that are onjust, because of the | rogo of the gentleman from Pennsyl-
ot that some men ean prove more than [ vani After o panse. | The Chair hears
others and prove it easier. 1 know moen | ! the guestion is on agrecing to the

_llj.‘i‘l_\ complain who draw 84 or 837 a month  amendment,

far o very s .d'l disability that occurrsd The aomendment was agreod to,
whilgin the army, and nllu-r men are drivw- The Lill as amended was ordered to he
ing 812 tmnnlhn ho got sick after the war [ engrossed for a third reading: and being

wis long over, enprossed, it owas accordingly rend the

“*These things look unfair to gentlemen. | third time, and ];.m-a-'-l.
Fat e sy 1o you, the very best thing we - = ———————
cun do is o wateh and see whether the

Demand Just Interpratatton of Pension Laws.

Excvutive oflicers of the Government fairly
Ioberts

construe the lnw ander which they act. At a recent mecting of Johin S.

Now, as far as 1 am mn--vn[---!. 1 am | Post, 559, Indimina Soldiers® Home, the pen-
not going to quarrel with anybody, but my | sion guestion was discossed and strong
udgment is that nothing good ean come vesolitions adopted, which were later sent
of eritivising  these large pension  bills, g . 2 Ao o
They tre not going 1o grow any smoller to Hotl KL D, Crumpaseker, ML C, The reso-
for several yours, and you will tind ot in | Jutions in part were as follows:

a short time .umu., Congressmen  from “We submit our solemn protest against
L i Tennessoe. Alabama and Virgrinin tany rulings of the Commissioner of Peon-

mor Just as hard for pensions to the |
the Spanish-American war as
will oitr Ropublicion friends from Towa, 11
nois and Ohio and Tadiae Tor

r-|'mH that tend to retard the adjudiention

of elaims or in any way detract from the
NSO :a:_nnr of the general I;u\_'u or the aot of June
PENSHMS Fob 1hor. * & Wi atticrn from the stand-

S |

or panid out ET20,0000 of 1he money
rded the soldiers, of which over 1

thirds, or onehall, went to the pension
slurks of Washington City, T do uot refor
1o the reputable lawyer 181, oease in |
this citv 1o el o ICC T ST (TELE 1 b
MeBride, amd ) found L, on

i avenue, W be an Irish washer
wormitn, The ity is mifested with these
peaple, and they have nvither office nor |
desks.  Now, during the la yesar the
Commissioner in his repioert o e ‘.ll l

15910,
s]’.‘!‘l‘lHNrm.l_\ SATH,
less than they had re
although more ]H‘ll‘\llrlih I

savs that he paid Iiu-'llr
.61,

il

(MM

il Iu---n Ersented
during 1889, Now, Tor this speceli 1 expect
to receive the uulnjrhlm s of o paper callsd
THE NATIONAL THRIBUNE, which elaims
to represent the soldiers of this country.

It was these pension sharks, thirough
that paper, that have stirred up the soldiers
all o the country, and 1 am one of the
men in favor of passing a bl LW, or putting it
Into this bill, indorsing the Commissioner
of Pensions and providing thut these men
shall not rob the claimants of the money
allowed them by this general Government.
iA lpl..nu«

{ Ir. ( l.|ri. of Missouri,
into this bill?

G. A.-R.

Why not put it

COMMITTEE.

Mr. Mahon, We have not reached that
point yet. I want to gay that the Com-
nunder-in=-Chief of the Grand Army of the

teptblic, at their Convention held in the
City of Philadelphin within the kst year,
.s]r[mlnlni a committee of men who wers
prullulll-nl dllrmg the war—and my Com-
rade Norton, from Ohio, knows all d]l-nll], it

and sent them over to the City of Wash-
inglon.

Pension  Commissioner  Evans
open the doors and gave the «
the information desired, amnd after o thor-
ough and complete investigation by the
representitives of the Grond Army of the
Republic of the United States, whio repre-
sented these men fairly and honestly, the
committee went back to that great Envimnpe-
ment sl made o report that this inlamous
lie erented by these pension sluirks was
without foundation and  withaut proot,
And that great body of the old army, num-
bhering thousands of delegates, indorsed the
Cominissioner amd suid his administration
of that office wis Just wied i the interest of
the old soldier of the civil war., I am BOrTY
that 4y member of this House, if there is
sueh, will allow these men to lesad him into
wn attaehk on the Pension ONice.

Now, Mr. Chadrman, 1 have i paper liere,
biriel and concise, that gives the situation
andthe Im-ml-rmui the | vn»-.mn(lrhuudunng
the pagl Vear, 1 propese to put it in the
Record alongside of that of our complain-
ing friends, and when it is printed in the
Recond to-morrow morning, 1 defy any :

] threw
mnittee

i « Gl veter: e i v i | =1 :
Y “". ol vot _'“' bof th ”_‘-'l_ ‘f""' A I ',‘ | povint OF personad experience that the time
altogether secording to how bard yvou are I oAb | ‘ A
: - v s come when all quibibling aml tec hln

prsscd, and by whom voo are surrounded, | fits Shovld L |1l i
15 to whet anr heart s on thisguestion.” | alines OG0 Cedse .Ilil there be griven
I \ silittisis 2 ,.l' | ,.'.} lesr : o each man who actunlly servisd during
el o et any part of the war a reasonable amonnt
A WIDOW'S CLATM. of relief, and the laws for the reliet of the
Mr. Hill, of Connecticnt. Mr. Chair- | widows of decensied lnu[r;u!.-,-; b justly and

mein, 1 have just tikea a letter from the prn-mmi\ ehforeed,”

prstoftice which I wish to read It is from Tl Pos rrl\""\‘ill"f'"l|Ilil'll|nr L Eervice

assistance for another, | pension bill that will give each honorally

1 W ;l.'-l{.in;; . !

“*'»ll-' 2 dlischareed \‘l-!l ritn S_l'_' per month, and in
“This I8 @4 eciase of Mrs. ,owhose | nooway interfere with those already re-

hu Baned dicd last May.  He drew i pen | ce iving greater pensions under other laws.

The resolution is signed hy Commander
S. P, Weedon and Acting Adjutant S. C.
Van Valkenburg,

sion Tora I veurs provions o his deatly,
aned she has tried ve rv hard 1o obtain the
witlow's pension, but as et has not soe-
vodind,. She 8 o very worthy woman.
Her hushand left her with @ farm, but no
money, Sheis over T years of age, and
really necds this,

Now, | have no desire to eritivise the
Penston OfMee, and 1 am not going to do so,
but this is simply a type of very many
letters which 1 have reeeivedd, and 1 have in
mind now the case of o widow in-my town
who lus property valued atl 85,000 hy the
ussessor. It is a little home out in the
country. She lives in it herself, She
is 70 years or more of age, with absolutely
no income whatever. Yot the ownership
of this property is charged to her as afford-
ing an income greater than any pension
that she would receive and she has been
refused o pension by the Penston Office,

I desire to ask the Chairnmn of the com-
mittee, not anly for my, own information,
but for the information of the people of my
distriet, whether any legislation is pending
which will remove and do away with thos
injustice, and whether such legislation,
if pending, construes the way in which an
income is to be flhigured, and i, for instance,
this old widow, 70 veursiof age, must have
her 82,000 home assessal as equivalent to
an income of $1007 10 8o, Where is the
moiiey coming from w M‘t which she shall
paay her taxes and repajrs awd then have
uny income whateyer leftmpontwhich toilve?
1ask the gentleman in #harge of this bill

Condemnatory Resolutions.
Past No. 0, Fearis, Ky., has passed a
vigorons rrvmnhh- and resolutions con-
demning the administration of the Pension
Office; asking the restoration of Order 164
in place of Order No, 225, and indorsing
the resolution of the National Encampment
of 1898 at Cincinnati, 0., and asking that
this recommendation in spirit and in fact
be earricd ont.

was used 5o years ago! It
may save your life some
day—it has saved lots of
others. Alwayslook out for
a cough! There is one
proved cure—Dr. Bull's.

It can’t hurt even the
smallest or sickest

it in closing thisdebate he will not explain child—
what seems 1o me to be the most dificult .
subject at present arising in the administra- and it
tion of the pension laws, namely, the (Jues- CuTES.
tion of the construction of a widow's in- i
come from property which she may have s g:'“"
in her possession, osinhone
Mr. ‘\m-ks Is there not o bill pending ACMeyerkCo

to raise it to $250%

Mr. Hill. 1 do not know. 1 shoulid like
to ask the gentloman in charge of this
bill & question, 1 understosd  from  the
ilenan from  Missouri [Mr.  Benton]
ul also from the gentleman from Michi-
gan IMr. Weeks] that it is proposed to
s the amount to 250 a year. | should
lllu' to know il mortgage indebtedness on
property owned by a widow 18 to be dedueted
from the amount of pussible income which
might be recelyed?

Dr. Bulls il trial, 30for b
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o ll‘ET'" and IE!P!C'HI!E Gll'lt

HEARTS HAND, RANSAS ciTy, so'

WRITE:

Fou"n P‘.u..«

258 Vilusba Beakar
sz]‘ In menuine Confedernte money fur only 2
conts, Adidress Chas. D Burker, Atluots, Ga.
! 'DIES A friend In need I a friend [odeed. TP
you wont a regulator that never m:n,

address Tae W oMAN snnm AL I{-mv tmrf‘n ~

FBEE To un' l!wlll, lml-ler tnztia
harmiess and CANYOT FALL

| —¥rs. B. Rowas, lluuruhzt-. Wis
unIE My Monthly Regulator never fulils. BOX
s l"lll‘l.. Dr. F. MAY, Bloomington, LiL.

lu\ DIES -Sirr Hegnlator does the work ; one futl

treatiment free. Mes. E Starr, St Lonis, Mo.

...nu-ul..-u«-— l'u‘»-l Priemd. Mt l.-‘r-.,q-_
W o n Bt aoe Mine s 44 & gome P

sal Lats From. C. L. GUI"I’“ l-*lh ‘ X ':

Ladies—My Rezulators Never Fuil. Trial Box, 1o,
Mrs. A. Price, 68 Sttion I", 'hiladelphin, P'a

WANTED—ADDRESSES,

Subscrlbers to THE NATION-
AL TRIBUNE may insert a
three-~line advertisement under
this head at the rate of 50c. for
one insertion, three insertions for
Sl. The privilege of this column

ANTED=By Warren Fuller, No, §13 Holloway

=t, Akron, O, Inform «tion of comnmmudes who re-

The widow
oGl-5t

is strictly confined to our sub-
scribers.
ANTED-%th N. ¥, Vol and &1 N. Y, Ca. A
The writer ma from near the enemy's front, ina storm
of bullets, tothe South Quiav b tery to have the artil-
nesses of the ael. The writer got on top of a gun-car-
rlage n the fort and ated out the direction whers
ot N. Y., 22 Brittan street, West New Brightun, N. Y.
Wil-3t
‘ ANTED-Addresses of comrades of Iith N. Y.,
Co, A, who were in Doaglus Hospital, Wastiing-
kept us o nurse in salil hospital, Remained in ho pital
il discharsed, Aug. 28, 1565, [ want Lelp to restore my
3t
‘ T
wishes the affidavits of b s comrades,
‘ TANTED-Ry Mr \lal‘;mﬂ'l J. Clark, Box 24%
Topekn, Kan, infurmution of John A. Clark,
of Uold larbor, Va: was sent to Satterlee General
Hospital, West l'h!rmll.-lplll . Me left the hospital (n
whereabouts after he left the bospital in August, 1884,
nntil July, 1565 9a1-3t

} .
‘ who were in the fight May 1, 156 st Suffolk, Va.
tery fire changed from oue men.  Wants two eye wit-
ourmen lay, Henry rison, Firnt Lisutenant, Co. F,
Sy
ton, DL 0 1 was taken sick Fall of 1554, md later
]c‘elm.lum Address Wm. F. Hunler, Perley, Barron Co.,
memberJolin Homan, Co, 13, 3 Pa. Cav.
tate Co. K, 208t Pa. Oav. Was wounded at the battle
August. [ want 1o thal some ove who knew of hiy

WAN

WANTED the i
June T, 1554, no ¢ ¢r whetier FINAL PROOF
Ton Natiooal Tribune. Adilreas, Comrade

whether Republican, Dcxumml, or Fopu-

AMr. Benton. 1 do not so understand.

SOLDIERS’
HOMESTEADS

sxos of all Soldiers who madea HOMESTEAD filing on less than 180 acres before

TED.

was made or nol. Wil buy Land Warrants. Men-
W. E. MOSEN, Box 13335, Denver, Cola




