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DEATH or MUS SHAW
The hearts of the comrades everywhere

go out to Commander-in-Chie- f Shaw in the
deep affliction that has come upon him
through the sudden death of hi3 well-belov-

wife Mrs Mary Keith Shaw which

took place at their home in Watertown
2C Y Feb 13 When first taken ill there
were no apprehensions but she rapidly
grew worse and the Commander-in-Chie- f

was telegraphed for to Boston Ho did not

reach home until after her death The
Watertown Times says editorially

- All over the Xation the thousands who
have met Col Albert D Shaw Commander-in-Chi- ef

or the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic

¬

will sympathize deeply with him in the
lass of his beloved wife a Iiereavement
which comes with crushing force upon
him She was the sharer of all hi3 strug-
gles

¬

and triumphs the inspiration of his
life the keener of a sweet home where she
presided with all the graces of a Christian
wife and mother a model in all womanly
virtues From under his roof had just de-
parted

¬

liis two daughters as happy brides
and the echoes of the wedding bells are fol-
lowed

¬

so soon by the funeral knell for her
who was the center and life and joy of the
home life idolized by her husband and
children In Gen Shaws official life she
has been the guardian of his interests and
lis wise counselor The veteran com-
mander

¬

finds himself suddenly bereft of
that happy home life which has been so
much to him He has traveled far and wide
on his errands of Christian work for the Y
31 C A and of patriotism in his care of the
Grand Army and from all over the land
hands will stretch across the miles from
fellow workers and old comradia in close
grasp of friendship and sympathy for his
great loss Iu this community where the
loving wife was so well known there is a
sense of personal loss and sympathy for
Col Shaw and his children is deeply felt
mid freely expressed everywhere

In a personal letter to the editor of Tin
National Tuibuxe the Commander-in-Chie- f

says
The appalling affliction that cam upon

Hiy heart and home in the death of my wife
on the 13th has almost staggered me Mrs
Shaw was an ideal wife mother and friend
of the needy and heavy laden and in her
departure the loving and inspiring light of
my life has gone out forever I know it is
only the common lot of nviu and yet tins
knowledge does not make the nam less or
the loneliness less crushing Gods love is
the only refuge in such an appalling afflic-
tion

¬

and to Him I turn in humility of soul
as I sit in the shadow of the Valley of
Sorrows

THE Hay Paunccfole Treaty is a direct
abrogation of the Monroe Doctrine

FOK a man who did not want anything
himself and only desired to promote
political purity Marcus Daly is a liberal
contributer It is claimed that ho has
dropped something like 1000000 in
this contest with would- - Senator Clark

GOV ROOSEVELT says tersely in re-

gard
¬

to the Vice Presidency There was
a man who had two promising soils One
went to sea and the other was elected
Vice President Xeither was ever heard
of again

THERE secni3 to le a strong trend or
sentiment among the comrades throughout
the country in favor of Comrade Benjamin
Harrison for the next Republican nominee
for President The letters sent in to us are
almost unanimous on that Comrade
Harmon was one or the very greatest
Presidents this country over had and if he
should really enter the race he would be a
very formidable candidate

Now is the time for the veterans to care-
fully

¬

watch the cours3 of their Representa ¬

tives iu Congress The ie men have it in
their hands to cure the present intolerable
condition of things iu the Pension Bureau
by insisting that cither Evans shall obey
the laws or get out If they will squarely
tell the President of the sentiment iu their
Districts in regard to Evans he will not last
a day Tito President will at once see the
political necessity of dropping him quick
and hard But if they continue to trifle
with the situation and for the sake of
patronage jolly the President with fairy
stories of the boundless popularity of his
Administration they arc making a fatal
mistake wliich they will realize only when
it is too late
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mi animus or henkv CLAY EVANS

The printed Calendar of the Senate
Commit tee on Pensions for Ihe First Session
of the Fifty sixth Congress is interesting
reading for those who may entertain any
doubts an to Commissioner Evanss senti ¬

ments as to pensions and pension legisla-
tion

¬

ItetfhtnirnrrTord of all Misprision
legislation referred to it upto Feb lo and
the status of the bills Lp to fiat time
thsrc has been 45 general pension hilta
introduced of which 37 had been referred
to him for examination ami report He
had reported adversely on 30 favorably oi
two and had not yet reported on five

He had reported adversely on thefol
lowing

By SMiator Culloni To pension vi
crais over 70 years of age

By Senator MeBrkie To amend lh
Mexican War Act

By Senator Cockrcil To extend the
privilege of the Act of Ian 1S3

By i ieiiator CoL ktvlI To increase Mex
canainl Indian War pensions

By Senator Porkms Grunting an in ¬

crease in Mexican War pensions
Bv Senator Davis Extending the beu

litn of the Act of June 27 1S0
By Senator Harris Allowing the pen ¬

sioning of those who afUr being forced into
tiie reb l army served in the Inion army

By Senator Pettigrcw To extend the
pension laws

By Senator Pritchard Granting pul ¬

sions to certain East Tenueseans engag ¬

ed in the seen t service
By Senator Piatt of New Yo k To ad-

just
¬

the pensions of those who lime lost
ihnlis

By Sitor IVnros To adjust tlw
isioiis of those who have lost limbs or

tire totally disabled in them
By Senator Penrose To equalize the

IKiisions of those who have lost limbs
By Seuafir Lindsay To increase Mexi ¬

can War Pensions
By Senator Sullivan To limit the class

of persons who shah receive iiciisioiis
By Senator Frye To m ike a uniform

rate for those who 1 ave lost an arm or a
leg above the elbow or knee

By Senator Allen Granting a pension
to all honorably discharged soldiers and
sailors

By Senator Allen To restore the pen ¬

sions of willows in certain eases
By Senator Allen Granting the right

to personally inspect and have attested
copies of all evidence and reports tiled or
used in proceedings to obtain a pension

By Senator Allen To secure the rights
of pensioners

By Senator Penrose Granting a ier diem
Iiension

By Senator Haiisbrougb Granting a
renewal of jxMisions to those who served in
the war with Spain

By Senator Hoar To provide for a home
for woman army nurses

By Senytor Tillman To provide for
repeal of Section Ali

By Senator Tillman To increase Mexi ¬

can War lensions
By Senator McBride To amnd the act

granting tensions to Grays Battalion of
Arkansas

By Senator Foster CS ranting pensions
to certain officers and mn ol the Life Sav ¬

ing Service
By Senator Mason To increase the

rating for wounds and disabilities re-

ceived
¬

in line of duty
By Senator Davis To amend the act

for the relief of telegraph operators who
served in M12 rebellion

By Senator Penrose To pension certain
soldiers and non enlisted mi

The two on which the Commissioner re-

ported

¬

favorably were
By Senator Gear To close up pension

cas3 immediately upon the death of the
pensioner or aoplicant

By Senator Sullivan To publish the
pension roll

This is a mo3t significant showing and
outweighs whole column of his protesta-
tion

¬

or friendship for the soldiers and their
widows He can sea no good whatever in
any measure intended for their benefit but
is full of commendation of anything that
promises hurt It was thought two years
ago that he had been forced to abandon
the pet schema he announced when entering
office of publishing the lists of pensioners
along with horse thieves and other male-

factors
¬

but as lato as Dec 12 1899 he
sent a report to the Senate favoring it

THE CnAHGES AGAINST CEV CO RUIN
Probably Adjt Gen H C Corbin is the

very smoothest of the Army politicians of
alalKister polish who have by good man-
agement

¬

gotten themselves into the control
of the War Department He is the head of
the coterie of staff oflicera who actually run
the War Department no matter who hap
jiens to be Secretary of War Secretaries
comi and go but they keep on until the
age limit forces them upon the retired list
Corbins career is quite a remarkable one
He did not have the luck of a start from the
vantage ground of West Point but begot
there all the sum with a celerity that
make3 the West Pointers grieve Possibly
this has something to do with his present
trouble He was born in Ohio and entered
the S3d Ohio in July 1802 as a Second
jieuicnaui iiic next niouui lie was
traasferred to the 79th Ohio as a First Lieu
tenant and served thfre until Xov 13
1883 when he resigned to accept a Major
ship in the 11th V S C T and was Lieuten-

ant-Colonel iu command of the regi-
ment

¬

on the Franklin and Xashville cam-
paign

¬

He ltecamc Colonel of the regiment
and Brevet Brigadier General Uou being
mustered out he went into the Regular
Army as Second Lieutenant in the 17th
U S and in the course of three years lie
came Captain in the 38th and 2 lth which is
considered rather rapid promotion A f te-

ll
¬

years of service its a Captain he got the
coveted billet of Major in the Adjutant
Generals Bureau and in 1898 became
Adjutant General with the rank of Brigadier--

General He came near getting Con- -
4 1 l ijiurt 10 omul me lujuiaiu uenerai a

Major General Xaturally he is at the
head of one clique and there are others
sharply opiosed to him Iast Saturday
Senator lettigrew exploded a cannon
cracker by securing the unanimous adoi
tion by the Senate of the following reso-
lution

¬

HcMilrctl That the Secretary or War le
and is hereby directed to send to the Senate
the record of the court martial of Lieut Col
Corbin which convened at Chattanooga
Tenn iu 1864orl80o together with all the
evidence submitted

The Secretary or War is also directed
to send to the Senate the report of Col
Thomas J Morgan dated Jan li 18Bo
in relation to the First Colored Brigade and
Lieut Col Corbins connection with opera-
tions

¬

from Xov 2 1811 to Jan 12 lSiio
The Secretary of War is also directed to

inform the Senate what allusion Col Mor-
gan

¬

made to said Lieut Col Sorbin in that
reltort

The rcixirt of Gen Morgan referred to is
in Vol XLV of the War Records Gen
Morgan who was Colonel of the 14th U S
C T was in command of a brigade at
Xashville In his report after highly com ¬

plimenting Col Grosvenor Col Shatter
Col Thompson and others he says

Lieul Col Corbin 11th V S C T
does not iossess sufficient courage to com ¬

mand bravo men Capt Baker in reality
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commanded the 14th V SCT iu the bat-
tle

¬

of the loth and lChxud acquitted him-
self

¬

with great cre1 t He is brave cool
untiring and deserves promotion

In a foot note at the bottom of the page it
ii I

lO C1HJ

Col Corbin was subsequently tried be-
fore a general court martial on the charge
of cowardice and misliehavior before the
enemy etc was found not guilty and
most honorably acquitted Vide General

Orders Xo Headquarters First Separate
Division Armv of the Cumberland March
11 ISOo

One of tiie charges wan that Lieut Col

Corbin got off his horse and hid liehind a
tree

Capt Clare ice W Biker mentioned by

iu Morgan was hrevetied a Major was
mustered out with his regiment and did not
enter the Regular Army

the iniouitv or the coniricATioN
COMMISSION

Ever sin the war lh W raus in1 th ir
friends have be--- struggling psr blenly
air energetically to build up a bo Iv ot
pension laws that would do exact jintbo
to the gallant men who savciMlie Xations
life at frightful expanse to themselves
There lun lieen an amount of thought
labor and high intelligence devoted to the
framing and paasage of those laws which
is past describing In all theae years the
Illusion system has lieen a matter of deep
est Ihought to all sorts an 1 conditions of
men in every part of the country The
matter has been disclosed in Poti Re ¬

unions and social gatherings of veterans
and their friends the high r organiza-
tions

¬

of ihe Grand Army of the Republic
have had committees compojod or the
ablest men in the country who have given
the subject anxious thought politicians
and statesmen from the lowest official lo
Presidents of the Inited States have
dincusaed the subj ct It has lieen made
ihe matter for State papers Every news
Paper in the Inited tatcs has from time to
time editorialized on th question volu-

minously
¬

It may lw said that to every
line and provision in the pnion laws
there has Iwn givn an amount of study
hanlly devoted to any other legislation upon
the statute books Indeed we know of
none other that has beei as carefully
studied foras long a time by a3 many able
men as the pension laws

Xow Mr Evans by his Commission to
Revise and Codify the Pension Luwj
proposes to sweep all the product of this
tremendous amount of labor aside and
substitute for it a new set of laws prepared
by a squad of clerks under his direction
The proposition is simply iniquitous

He and hi3 friends claim that it is to be a
Commission composed of distin-

guished
¬

and ahl lawyers two of whom
shall bo members of tiie Grand Army of the
Republic Against this may be cct the
plain provisions of the bill which say that
tho Commissions duty shall he under the
direction of the Secretary of lite Interior
to revise and codify ihe pii3ioi laws of
the United States They shall further
report their labors to the Secretary of tiio

Interior at lire earliest practicable day
to be by him laid Ifore Congress They
shall also make such other reports during
the progress of their work as they shall
sec fit to Ik laid before CoiigrefH at his
discretion

Can anyljody mistake this Xo matter
who may be appointed to and accept a
position on the Commission he will at once
lie reduced to the status of a mere clerk of
the Ulterior Department he can do nothing
except at the direction or the Secretary or
the Interior Xo matter what he may
think or the laws in general ho must not
touch anything but what ho is directed
and he must shapa that according to the
Secretarys ideas or else lose his job and
the accompanying salary Inasmuch as
the Secretary said frankly in his testimony
before the Senate Pension Committee that
he knew nothing or tho pension business
but left everything to tho Commissioner
this means tiie absolute control and direc-

tion
¬

of Henry Clay Evans
Docs anybody know of any really able

and prominent lawyer any comrade or
distinguished standing in the Grand Army
or the Republic who would accept an ai
pointmeut under these conditions We
certainly do not

Therefore this means and can only mean
giving Henry Clay Evans full jiowcr to
mangle and pervert the pension laws abso-
lutely

¬

as he seo3 fit

It must be remembered all tho time that
there is absolutely no need of this Com
mission Xobody but Henry Clay Evans
has ever seen any obscurity or ambiguity
in the pension laws To everybody else
they have seemed as clear and plain as
clear plain English words used in their
everyday sense could make them And
in all this controversy neither Henry Clay
Evans nor any of his friends is on record
with an amendment which offers lo make
any part of the laws clearer or more ex-

plicit
¬

than it now is
We repeat the whole business is an

inquitous trick to put the pension veterans
and their widows more completely at the
mercy of the Commissioner than they now
are

EVKUVtimea man makes an improve-
ment

¬

in guns big or small there is a
loud proclamation that now war is to be
made so deadly that it will become im
K3siblc Probably the old Greeks and

Romans talked just about that way when
they lengthened a spear a root or more or
got up a little better bow This is par-
ticularly

¬

true of improvements in heavy
artillery Every year or two we have guns
brought out which are going to simply
sweep an enemy off the face r the earth
At the beginning of the South African war
the English with their lyddite shells were
going to exterminate the Boers at sight
while the Boers with their latest improved
Krtipp guns manned by highly trained
German artillerymen were going to do
similar irresistibly awful things to the
British We are now lieginuing to get
through the newspaper hysterics aliout the
awful havoc and come down to facts

Boers surrounded Ladysmith with their
best artillery and artillerymen and at close
range threw about three tons of shells
daily into the little town Altogether
they fired over 12000 shells into the town
and garrison Yet the total loss was
only 35 man killed jy all missilles and
188 wounded
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IN SOUTH AVHICA

Gen Roberts succeeied in forcing Ger
Cronje to surrender and gainol between
3000 and400p pti toners including til
General and anumUcr of prominent officers
some French nnd some German He
likewise cabtured a large quantity of am-

munition
¬

hnl other supplies but f w

cannon The smallness or the niimljcr
of prisoners js made much of by tho Anti
British critioa to the laudation of the Beers
in maintaining a contest with such un-

equal
¬

number1 This fact is misleading
like that is to the number of prisoners
who surrendered at Appomattox Whil
only about 25000 were captured at Appo ¬

mattox it is certain that Wvy represented
probably three times that numler when
Grant broke th- - reVl lin M Every day
of Hi long race from Petersburg the Army
or the Potomac kille captured or cut off
from the rebel army great numbers of
relil3 aiI tiio isaul seeing th cans
was lost left L aiJ went home ti-
niest

¬

the last act In fore the surrender was
the cutting off of Iitz fliigli Lees division
of cavalry which was driven off toward
Lynchburg and did not figure in the sur-
render

¬

in the same way Cronj n force
must have lieen greatly whittled dou n
in its demoralized retreat from Kimlerlcy
so that but a fraction of ihe force surrend-
ered

¬

which Cronje had with him when his
lines were broken

The hop of columns of Btvri coming to
the rescue of Croaj failed of realization
Though Cronjj was euoirag- - to hold
out by messages from other comma1 idrs
none of them got within striking distance
of tho British and he was left to his rat- -

Tlii3 neenis significant as to the bvibilify
or the Bot commanders to plan aid ex
eiiie concerted movements and Seems to
depreciate that strategic ability with which
they have been credited While they
showed much ability in the initiative or
tho war and moved with great promptness
anil certainty upon proper objective and
fought well on the defensive they have
not been so successful iu the agressive
as was expected They should certainly
have taken both Kimberley and Mat king
particularly the latter but were stood off
at both place

Oa the other haul Bailor has done
nothing to retrieve his reputation The
siege of Ladysinth has lieon abandoned
it is true but because of Roliorls not Bullcr
The Boers simply quit and left without
Bullcr knowing when they did so or in-

flicting
¬

the Mcttiiiajiiry upon them in their
retreat

Roberts verywisely gives out no hint
as to what hi proposes to ilo next He
seems to be getting up his supplies and
preparing forr another move but whether
this will be vn iBIoemfontein or a more
audacious aggression directly on the South
African capital- is left to the speculation
of the wiseacres It is reported tiiat the
Presidents of the South African Republic
a the Orange lffoc State t have met for
Hi purpose of considering a proposition
looking to peace but this hardly sems
likely Only bite of their armies has lieen
ceriously hurt fyr hurt at all and the British
haVenot yet touched South African terri-
tory

¬

and it L improbable that they will
talk about peace until there is a more
decisive trial of strength

IT IS whispered around Washington that
the Democrats are preparing a first class
surprise for the Republicans in the coming
campaign on the pension question They
are lying very low now to draw the Re ¬

publicans on and keep them from doing
anything decisive for the veterans until
Congress adjourns The Democrats only
put forward one or two of their men from
time to time to make sicechcs on pensions
to show the Democratic poution through ¬

out the seasion Then when Congress
has adjourned they will make the country
ring with the stories of the injustices of ihe
Pension Bureau to the veterans and are
industriously accumulating material to
substantiate all that they may say They
are all ready for the retort of the Republi-
cans

¬

that Henry Clay Evans merely carried
out Clevelands policy The Democrats
will say that Cleveland was no Democrat
He did not carry out the Democratic policy
but his own policy and that the Republi ¬

cans firmly promised to revoke that policy
and amend tho practices of the Pension
Bureau and so are ouilty of promisc
breaking in addition

The Inquity of the Codification Commis-
sion

¬

Arcoitwvc to Voruiicrts the organ of
the German Socialists Baron Von Rhein
haben the Prussian Minister of the
Interior is the Henry Clay Evans of Ger-

many
¬

The German Diet passes laws re-

garding American foodstuffs and the
State Department makes treaties with
ours purporting to lie in the interest of
fair trade but Baron von Rheiiihabcn
issues secret instructions to the men
charged with carrying out the laws and
treaties which put an entirely different
construction upon them This is done in
the interests of the wealthy landowners
who want to get rid of American conv
petition Xo miitter how clearly our ship
Iers may show that our pork is free from
trichinae our fhiits from scale diseases
etc the German customs officials and other
inspectors must find these things just its
Henry Clay Evanss subordinates must
find frauds in peislon claims

IT is very depressing to that faction in
this country wholilive lieen so hostile to
volunteers and strenuously insisting that
none but regular sqldiers were any good
to see Great BrirauKrelying RO much uioii
volunteers The British volunteers have
proved so much better than the regulars
that the Government can not get enough of
them andJs sounding Australia ami Cana
da its to whether they can furnish more of
the same kind if they are needed

Tin Atlanta Constitution is liooming
Hon Amos J Cummings for Vice-Preside-nt

on the Democratic ticket Cum-
mings

¬

was a soldier and a good one com-
ing

¬

home as Sergeant Major of tho 2Uth X
J Ho differs from many Xew York Re- -

re3cntatives in being sound on the pension
question

fljr
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Ths B07S Casta Work oa tin Tunnel
When Sergt Tibbetts came iu th 11 xt

morniiif Si could not conceal his feelings
sufficiently to spesik to or evci meet him
The tragedy of the night before was too
fresh and p could only see in the rebel the
embodiment of ail that was hateful in
wanton cruelty and murder The look iu
thoe floor boys eyes war too wcll-rome-

Ierei and the shriek or the one who was

to

Xo

ana

about

the

as soon its he saw the caslri
its npproaelung tunietl anil here were rinks stench was

tent and occupied his eyes j flies
and There j they the upon
v s and guile in na Egypt only tho te
tur- -

N s
wits going to make Til- - there had not and to

itil ia came when could battle and maintain a the
h a full reckoning with him sections

WJien Im into a game j the south deep cut had lieen
habit no he explained to made iu coarse for pur

or low kin the cards earth to tjw

The Education of Tibbetts
into my own hands when I peraccd to make
the Tellers mighty

Shorty met Tibbcitsas if noth-
ing

¬

noteworthy had occurred the night bo
fore and

how arc yon Did you try that
conjure

Yes Test as noons I could
Had sight o trouble a findin
come soap though Thar warut a mite
auywhar in our camp3 At last I done
found some ovr Ihe camps o the fust
rijhniut A teamster was a totin a gourd
along fr hoss medicine I done used

as yo tolo me Hit hurt
lik everything

I kin uiKk rstvid said Shorty I
should think that a good washd lie the
next thing to skianin

But I done kept at hit jess as yo done
me see how funny hit makes my

hands look I dont know and
theynuis feel as runny as look

Yes soan and water that effect
When used ror the first time iu your lire
But youll git used to time your
lingers reel more spry and limber than they
did dont

Yes a hull
Thats o conjure Xow

git some o that dirt out rrom tinder your
They look like you might have to

take a mattock and shovel to the
Then pare nails till thev look a little
less like dogs claws youll be in shape
to lcgin Did you bring your cards with
you

Yes said Tibbetts producing a very
greasy pack

If youd bile these up with some lye
youd git a good jig o soap out o
said he them
aiKiut miles the dirtiest cards I ever seen
We throw awav cards they git an
inch or so o dirt on them

tteuns afford throw away
koards as long a theyll hold together
said Tiblictts Thats the only deck in
my company and a man lining them
homo last Fall from Chickamaugy He
done found cm on a dead Yank

Should think that the man was not only
but badly mortified

theyreall the easier for use for theyre
mnrked so that a man kin read the
backs as well as the races Thats
youve got to learn See here This aces
got the upper left hand corner tore

Thats tho ace o hearts Xow
lets the other aces Why theyre
marked the same wav Xever noticed that
liefore did you Well you are a smart
AliHik Xo wonder they stole your eyes
right out or your head Wonder if youd
notice a six mule team it if was right
across the board iu front o you

Thus on In
a couplo of hours Shorty got him so that
he could the most the higher
cards by their backs and then stopped the

tearing tliat iiuhctts miglit get in-
flammation

¬

tho brain from too much
sudden exercise of that dormant
Ho warned him to no hint to Wad
Greene his increase in knowledge
catch him unawares Jeff Tiblictts went
out cursing his own having
seen the marks liefore and over
what was going to to ad Greene

Ive lieen waiting for that rebel siickcr
to get said Deeble coming up
to and to to draw
near

This is Shad Graltam or my
he said with a his toward a
very tall slender round young
man two or older than Shorty
Hes the and or the tunnel

I told you about and hes come up here to
talK 10 you anout it

Shorty and Si looked tho man and
were Tint fivnrihlv inmned Inno- -

hair was lank straw colored his atti
meek anil shambling and oyes

appeared and listless He put his
hand bashfully to take theirs and said
mildly

Yes Sergt Deeble insisted that I como
nnd see you for myself though

always willing to take his judgment for
herg t Deebla knows men

much lictter I

como Shad said Deeble im-
patiently

¬

the rest or your squad Srgt
Deeble said there were eight you be-

lieve
¬

Shad soft
voice

they are said Si out the
boys and naming them after another

Apparently Shad hardly more
each but he said quietlv
all right Theyll do

What sort a
is that Ike asked in an aside
He seem to have spirit or

enough to pull a setting hen off her ne3t
Humph theres where youre left

Thais tiio smartest man this bar
none was a school teacher at home
to make his living Deputy Sheriff be
cause he liked excitement and always
wanted to run up against something that
was dangerous Hes the and
liest iu our and got a Licu

by capturing a at Mission
Ridge

If hes a whats ho doin
here

O he wanted tostay right with the boys
when we were He off
his shoulder straps and gave his name as
a private dont you make any

uu Biuw uiii y ii 11 nave 10
travel mighty fa3t and go a long ways if
you keep up with

Jrrnlfrr

gfPEWPPIWPpiiPI

Youll know me as Xo tsaid Graham
Si Whenever were aromtd th tunnel

ahvavs speak to me and of mo that way
Sergt Decide is Xo 2 There are l u
so youll be 10 Well putyour partner
in th middle or your squad and call him
Xo 20 Som- - time during day
the other numbers to the rest your lioys
B very earful about it TU vci luiv
sepanitl and dont let anybody hear you

on your ivirtuer com- - aioug wmi m- -

and show you where the tunnel is atd
give you some iioiiits th- work
Dont walk along with in We cant
too careful This camps full spiet and
maylie weve all Ci noticed talking

start first and sau ter
slowly down in that direction You start
another way and make a circuit keeping
in iu sight Lt our partner do the saui
with you

Thn iding narrow tortuous paths
that wound around the little
shacks and burrows the central
part prison avoiding as much ar

harrowing sights that m his
eyes everywhere but from time to
time to some ioor helpless fellow a
drink of water or turn him into a more
comfortable position Si last arrived at

most and part of
th prison It was where ti crs K pass i

shot Till-- through stockade the side
U He walke l rl the Hi
away from the intolerable and maggots swarmed as

thoughts with other things ilid when plagues descended
more craft Shortys t and yoor fellows tiyed

H use or who courage strength
the he for place iu better

rung wlier- - I In bank a
show orten lit white sand the

I pjss play until git jw ie of getting fill in ird the
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creek Tho side3 of the excavation were
steep and the white glaring walls seemed
to concentrate in tho wide pit not only the
awiui ueai 01 1110 sun nut me vcrmm ami
the terrific stench

Tho bauir of devoted Christian workcra
among the- - prisoners who though sick
ami 111 sore straits tuemseive s yet lined
tlicr days with laborious ministrations
to those who were stdl worse off were hard
at work among the wretched unfortunates
Many were almost sniking under the
burning heat yet they were carrying water
for the helpless 111311 to drink washing the
races and hands of others and cleansing
the har and garments of still others from
the torturing vermin Som were singing
aim praying oosMie mose who were living
And among thso Si and Shorty found
Shad Graham leading in the singing of
oeiiis ijoier 01 my 00111 111 a line well

trained tenor voice He greeted them
with an almost imperceptible movement
or his eyes anil by a turn or his hand
pointing wun ins tntimi toward a structure
on the east sule or the excavation

Tiie cut on that side was seven or eight
feet deep and left a bank nlxiut in feet
wide intervening between it and the dead
line on mat sine ot the stockade Si and
Shorty instantly saw its possibilities as
the beginning of a tunnel if the work
count lie earned on without detection

There was a number of more or less
insufficient shacks and shelters around
the excavation They were generally
blankets or pieces of shelter tents stretched
on sticks In some the inmates lav directly
011 the hot sand Others had dug down a
httle ways as if to find a cooler bed than
theradiatuigsurfaee Somehaileven gone
j 111 ls iu oiiuu wans around ot sun

dried bricks rudely shaped bv the hands
These gave a little more coolness kept out
the drifting sand and possibly soma of the
pestiferous vermin

Xo ls significant thumb liiil intli- -
cated a shack that stood directly against the

uaim unit iirs 01 aiiiisnonv examined
with furtive glances from time to tim- -

warily keeping from showing any SDecial
ntere3t m it It was clearly of better

construction than any of the others several
fairly good blankets had lieen used in it
and it was firmly upheld by stout sticks
thrust deeply into the ground The side
of the cut formed the rear wall the two sides
una neen tmut up a couple of Teet with
sun dried bricks and the front was narrow
ed by the sains means to a door Three
arm lay inside on a blanket with their
leg drawn up as u tiy scurvy but Si noticed
tint the place looked lietter kept than was
usual mi me tents 01 men so amieteil

ihen lus attention was diverted bv the
cessation 01 tiie praying over the dying
m iii aim uearuig some one 01 tiie group
uroiuiii mm say

Our brother is gone He is at tienee at
last with Jesus Let us take lus body up
to the gate

Does anybody around here know this
mans name comoany and regiment
Shad Graham inquired produeng a strip
01 ikiht torn irom a mary in ins uosom
and a stubbv lead pencil while the others
folded tho deads hands across his breast
tied Ids great toes together and tried to close
ins eyes aim mount as mo ixxiy stnened

xuure was no answer uranam re
peated me question

No iiolndy knows anything about
mm said one uiuy tliat he belonged
to Sheridans cavalry He mis tnl i
all by hinuelf when he was carrying dis- -
ikiiiiik iiim nunc 01 ms regiment was withhim

Feel in his pockets and see ir theres
anyinuig 10 leu wno 13 lie was

They did so and found nothing but a
brier wood pipe a bit or tobacco and the
ambrotype ot a pretty country girl

Cavalryman unknown wrote Gra-
ham

¬

on the slip or paper they pinned upon
the breast

Xos 13 14 anil 15 are in that tent
said Graham without turning his head
as lie passed Si Go upand speak to them
calling them by number Im going out
with this body ami Ml be at your tent when
I corns in

He went off and Si strolling around
and looking at theNither tents and their
inmates finally came to the one he started
for and looked in -

Hello Xo 13 14 and 15 he said in a
low voice How are you Waut any¬

thing
Three pair or not-at-a- ll sick oves turned

toward him with som trouble in theirexpression at the strange race and voice
Im all right said Si interpreting the

look Im a new one just jineil Xo 1
told nu to ask you ir you wanted any--
liiiug

I was in hopes you were the relief
Were nearly dead laying here with our
legs drawn up and the flies and maggots
chawing great chunks out of us I declare
I believe theyve hit off and carried away
live pounds from ms ths morning anil
I haint any meat to spare Talk about
resting here Id rather dig all night
than lay here two hours You ant the
relief Xo Well then for goodness
sake take that can there and go up on the
lull to one of the wells and get ns some
fresh water Youll find a good well up
there by those two pinc3 If they grumble
about letting you have the water tell em
its for one of old Phil Kearnys boys

Si took the tin which was apparently
an old can for ground coffee and thrcadeil
Ins way through the shades in the direction
of the pines Presently he cams to a well
dug down 25 or 30 feet through the sand

ifr r yTarfiT it i

and clay At the top tfip sand was held
buck by sora snlit boards bit lielow tho
clay wm firm envii retain its share
He noticed nut all 11 a ii the totit t
around it wore ta r 1 d - i 1 r f tho
I Vst Division of t Tt n C rw

Here they sal f i J hii c n
you cant git no wae- - n U 1 vour

own well
I dont want it for invKlf he answered

A jioor siok hoy or Keartrvs old division
down there ask vl ms to coma up and git
Inm som r e3h cool water

pertuny they said springing tipand looking aro itid for the bucket with
winch they drew the water up Hv kin
have all the water be wants Are von
01 of Phil ICearnvn old division

i in our ii iai 1 nomas a nov
Was with him inoojn two vears

Veil thats the next best thing thev
answered as they nil iuxtnil the Htrini
and lowered the bucket Weve all heard
of old Pap Thomjs Hes nearly as good
a fighter a t one armd Phil Where was
you taken

Kenetaw Mountain
That was an old he firht nnd vm

com near busting the rebels but Sherman
got u very niick eyp at last Here hold
out Miir can You kin have all the water
you want Weve got t- - take care of our
well There ninta great deal in it and If
wo let everybody run to it there wouldntbeany left for ourselves and liesides theyd
cave 11 the aides and choke it up But
com- at any time you want to Youre we-
lcome

¬

lt me draw up mother bucket for
a drink for yourself

Thankee said Si wiping his mouth
after filling himwlf with the sweet cool
drait

He carried the water liack to the liovs
and learned from them in a few words thathaving been engaged in digging and
carrying away the latter part of the night
before they had to He in tho tents and
rest pretending to x- - very II to keep out
curious visitors until they were relieved
by another detail who kept the place until
those who were to work that night came on

Si and Shorty returned to their own
lnt and later in the day Shad Graham
came to them After some few words iesaid

As my lxiys are prettv well worn out
Im going to nut you Xo 10 to work to-
night

¬

Youll take Xos 17 and 18 with
you Ill lie there and have Xo 3 with mo
to show you and help you the first night
After this Ill expect you to run a shift
of five man yourseir Proliablv vonM
better try to only work till midnight to-
night

¬

and then be relieved by Sergt Deeito
Xo 2 and your partner Xo 20 and

three others wholl work till morning
or until the moon gets up so as to make it
dangerous

Xo Ill try to keep it tip all night
said Si Thatll be better than wakin
up the bojvt at midnight

Very well then As soous its goed
and dark corns down one at a time 1 onll
find me sitting on the bank near where the
cut begins just where you turn to go into
it on the cast side

Si designated Montv Scruggs as Xo
17 Gid Mackall as Xo 18 and Harry
Joslyn as Xo 19 Shorty bestowed Xo
21 niton AR Russell Xo 22 upon Sandy
Baker and Xo 23 upon Pete Skidmore
The youngsters were all keen to go to work
and Shortys squad felt that they were
discriminated against by having ther
participation deferred for another night
It was still harder to obey Si3 injunctions
not to say a word even to one another about
the enterprise

As dusk deeiiened into darkness Si arose
and walked down to the ration place on the
South Side followed at a little distance by
Monty Giil and Harry He sauntereil
along as if going to join the crowd hanging
around the gate and then seemd to change
hi3 mind and start down the slope across
the creek Then he turned squarely to the
right and began making his way south-
east

¬

through the crowded tents toward
the other side of the prison It was slow
traveling and difficult following but by the
time he reached the neighborhood of the
dead line on the east side the eager Ixys
were close behind him He turned to the
left again and walked down toward the
creek The tents thinned out as he ap-
proached

¬

the squalid place but lie hail
to lie more careful to keen from stepping on
the helpless men lying there At the edge
of the excavation he saw a figure seated

Xo 1G said a low voice
Yes Xo 1 answered Si and heres

Xos 17 IS and 19
Very good Youre prompt Xo 1C

follow me at a little distance The rest of
you deploy out a little more and follow us
When you see us go into the tent halt and
wait till your numbers are called Then
come in

He walked down and around to the tent
which he entered and a minute later
another man came out He called in a low
tone as lie passed

Xo 17
Monty Scruggs walked up to the tent and

entered
Squat down said Shad Graham Xo

9 you go now Call Xo IS as you pass
A moment later G id entered and squatted

down
You go now Xo 10 said Shad and

call Xo 19
Harry Joslyn came in and Xo 11 was

dismissed
Lets get this blanket up boys said

Graham Xow the mouth of tiie tunnel
is right here covered bv this wooden tray
filled with sand Feel around there by
your knees Xo 15 and youll find the edge
Catch hold of it and lift it up same time as
I dothis side There you are

When the tray was lifted up and out
Si was4 conscious of a hole in the ground
which it had concealed He saw through
the plan at once When quitting work the
entrance to the tunnel had lieen covered with
the tray-- of plank filled with sand The
sand on either side had been smoothed
down to conceal the edges and then a
blanket spread over upon which appar-
ently

¬

very sick men lay during tiie day
Here is the mouth of the tunnel said

Graham taking Sis hand and placing it
on a stick of wood which supported the
ground at the entrance and was a little
lower than the tent lloor Here is a half
canteen and a case knife with which we
dig We always keep them here Here
are two drawers legs in which we carry out
the dirt X03 IS and 19 you each tako
one You fill them up with dirt and walk
over to the edge of the creek untie the lower
end ami let the dirt dribble into the water
Be careinl to carry them close to you in
such a way as to not to attract the attention
of anyone wandering around for there are
lots of spies in here every night and you
dont want even the men around hero to
notice that there is anything going on at
this tent more than occasional men coining
in and going out When you get to the
creek let the dirt nm out quietly
anl slowly in to the water so that
it will wash along and make no sign as it
would if emptied on the ground anywhere
Be mighty careful too not to make a
splash which will attract the attention of
the guard and draw his fire on you Each
of you try to go a different way when you
leave the tent every timeso as to make it
look as if you were going from some of the
other tents Xos IS and 19 do you
thoroughly understand

We do answered Monty and Gid
Ill go into the tunnel and dig as lonsr

as I can continued Graham Itll not
be a great while for weve struck hard
clay and its tough work Ill throw the
dirt under me and work it back with my
feet to Xo HI wholl scrape it back with
Ins hands under him and then work it with
his feet to Xo 17 wholl pull it out of the
mouth of tho tunnel and put it in the bags
for Xos IS and 19 When I get tired well
all back out Xo li will take my place
digging and Xo 17 his place and Ill
take Xo 19s place carrying away Xow
you all understand and the less we say
hereafter the better Everybody wants
to keep quiet and work and do everything
to avoid attracting attention

He picked up the half canteen and knife
in his left hand and used his right to propel
himself into the hole whither he was fol-
lowed

¬

by Si and then by Monty
To be continued

WE always knew the Canadians to
be good fighters There were lots of them
in tho Union army

A REWARD of S100000 is to be given
for the detection of the Goebel murderer

o pains or expense should be spared to
bring the scoundrel to justice but such
heavy rewards usually defeat jufce
They make it more to somebody s in re t
to get a man hanged than to discover the
real assassin


