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By FRANCIS F. BROWNE.

[COPYRIGHT. 1686, nY BROWKE.]

President Lincoln's relations with no
ether person have been so much discussed
83 those with Gen. McClellan. Voelumes
have been written on this one subject, and
many heated and intemperate words have
been uttered on both sides.  Much that has
been said, no doubt, has been exaggernied;
and it will require time, and careful sifting
of all the evidence, to arrive at the exact
truth. Whatever defects may have marked
Gen. McClellan’s qualities as a soldier, he
must ever remain one of the most conspicn-
ous figures of the war. He was the first
Union commander of whom great things
were axpoctad; and when he failed to realize
the extravagant expeetations of the period
when it was believed the war was to be

RS Avravam Lincon

r

shared this fmpatience, and his dispatches
to MceClellan took an urgent and imperative,
though always friendly, tone. April 0 he
wrote: “Your dispatches, complaining that
you are not properly sustained, while they
do not offend me, do pain me very much.
I suppose the whole foree which has gone
forwand for you is with you by this time.
And, if so, I think it is the precise time for
you to strike a blow. By delay, the enemy
will relatively gain upon you—that is, he
will gain faster by fortifications and rein-
forcements vou ean by reinforcements
alone.  And once more lot me tell you, it is
indispensable to vou that you strike a blow.
*. * ] beg foassure you that I have never
written to you or spoken to you in greater
kindness of feeling than now, nor with a
Tuller purpose to susiain you, so far as, in
my most anxions judgment, 1 consistently

ended within a year, he received equally
extravagant condemnation., It worth
remembering that the war wis not en
until two and a half years after MeClollan's |
retirement, and until trial after trial had |
been made, and failure after failure had
been met, in the effort to find a successiul
leader for our armies.

It is not, however, in the provinee of the
present narrative to enter into a consider-
ation of the merits or demerits of Gen. Moe-
Clellan as a soldier, but only 1o treat of his
personal relations with President Lincoln.
Between the two men, notwithstanding

is |

many sharp differences of opinion and of | \

policy, there seems to have bicen a fecling |
of warm personal friendship and sincere|
respect. Now that both have passed be- |
wyond the reach of earthly praise or blame, [

we may well honor thelr memory and eredit !

them with having done each the best he|
could to serve his country.

w
THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN OF 1862,
]

Gen. MeClellan was appointed to the
command of the Union ermies, upon the
retirement of the weteran Gen.
November, 1881. It was soon
that President Lincoln 1
personal attention to the dis
affairs. He formed a plan of op
against the Confederate army
Richmond, which, unfortuns 1iffer:
entirely from the plan proposed by Gen. |
MaoClellan. The Presldent's plan was, in
effect, to repeat the Bull Run expalition, |
by moving against the enemy in Virginia
at or mear Manassus. Gen. McClellan
preferred a removal of the army to ”m;
region of the lower Chesapeake, and thence
up the Peninsula by the shortest land route
to Richmond. (This was a movement, it
may beremarked, which was finelly carried
out, before Rich-
mond fell,in 1865.)
The Presidentdis-
cussed the rela-
tive merits of the
two plans, in the
following frank
and explicit leiter
toGen. MceClellan:
"EXECUTIVE

MAXNSION,

WASHINGTON,

in

D. C., Feb. 3,
1862,
"MAJ-GEN. Mc-
CLELLAN.
“MyYDEARSIR:
You a: Ve
disti 1iler-
ent ph for a
movemont of the
Army of Poto-

mic;

0 less viluslile
In this, thut it
would lreak no

reat line of the

comnuy-

ald ) &
In e of
T o
tru Ap 1 -
To this communieation b it
made an elahorate 7 e
thie

gituation very full
= apparently

ent, who econsg
by MeCle

sulimitted
in by a council of lils divisi

by which the bhase of the A
mac should be transferr ¢ iing
ton to the lower Chesape Yet Mr.
Lincoln must have had misgivings in the
muatler, for some weeks loter he wrote
Gen. McClellan: *You will 4o me the justioe
to remember I aly
down the bay in searchiof o fic
fighting at or ncar Manassas,
ghifting, and not surmounting,
that we would find the satoe o1
same or equal intrenchmer
piace.”
LINCOLY IMPATIENT WITH McCLEL-
LAN'S DELAY.
After the transfer of the Army of the

il of
wis only
difficulty

td

. at

wance on Richmoend. The

e | results; while thousands and thousands of |
T8 perished on the field, or
itals from tha fever-swanmps
The terrible reali-
gither | ies of that dreadful Summer, and their
effects on Mr. Lincoin, are well shown in the
following incident: Col. Scott, of a New
Hamnpshire regiment, had been ill, and his
After his
convalescence, he reccived leave of alsence
Potomae to the Peninsula, there was great | and started for home; but by a steamboxt
fmpatience at the delays in the expected ad-{ eollision in Hampton Roads his noble wife
President | was drowned. Col. Scott reached Wash-

ecan. Bat you must act.”

NDS

MeCLELLAN
CRITICIS M,

LINCOLN DE FROM

UN.
While Mr. Lincoln was thus imperative
toward MeClellan, he would not permit
him to be unjustly eriticised. Consider-
able [llfeeling having been developed be-
n MeClellin and Sccretary Stunton,
st by cortain meddle
ton, the President

meeting, 1D aX-

T
which was mude wo
some persons in Washing
took oceasion, at a pu
prass his views in these
woris: “There has been a w
attempt to have a quarrel |

MeClellan and the Seeretary of War. Now,

I oceupy a position that 1 to oh-

serve that (i two gen 10 » ot

nearly so deep in the quarrel as some pre
i to he their [ri . Gen. M

H i @ at, in U r

selfisl wre, he eo Vi
h to be suceessful, and I hope he will

and the Seeretary of War is in pre g
same uation. If the military com-
marider v fleld eannot be suecessul, |
not only tury of War, bt myse
for the ti cing tie master of them both,
cannot but be failures. 1 know Gen. Me
F Clol wisly veszsful, and 1k

lie does not wish it any more than the Se
lary of War for him, nod both of them
together no more than I wish it. Some

times we Lave a dispute about how many
men Gen, MeCisllan has had, and thase
who would disparage him s;
very large number, and those who would
disparage the Secretary of War insist that
Gen, McClellan hashad a very emall num-
ber. The basis for this iz, there is always
a wide difference, and on this occasion per-
haps a wider one than usual, between the
grand tetal on McClellan's rolls and the

IS0 0 HE BATTLEFIELD OF
1 |
I 1 15351
[ t L pre 1
r [ Li+Clellan 9 Som
5 that tha s
himy, Gen. MeClellan

it he wisntad

ing when he hal

ir‘.r_‘-'[,". HATROWING EXPERIENCES
| RIBLE REALITIES OF WAR.
|

The Summer of 1862 was a sad one for

THE

|

| the country, and poculiarly sad for Mr. Lin-
leoln. The Army of the Potomac fougz
battle after battle, without substantinl

I our brave s
{filled the b
lof the Ch

yminy.

I

wife purstd bim in the hospital,

- trout

11

I
I

Ve rything must vield to the para-

¢ | mount duty of finishing the war.”
| Col. Seott withdrew, cruslicd and over-
I whehoed., The next morning, ns he gat in

rhe has had a |

s of War is |

Ut Peninsula,  “With a heavy heart,” says

the reggvery of his wife's body, he requested
permission of the Seerelary of War to re-
turn for it. A great battle wis imminent,
and the request wns denied. Col. Scott
thersupon sought the President. It was
Saturdny evening; and Mr. Lincoln, worn
with the eares and anxietics of the week,
sat alone in his room, coat thrown off, and
seemingly lost in thought, perhiaps ponder-
ing the issue of the coming battle. Silently
he listened to Col. Scott's sadd story; then,
with an unusual irritation, which was prob-
ably a part of his excessive weariness, he
exclaimed: “Am I to have no rest?  Is there
no hour or spot when or where | may escape
this constant eall? Why do you follow me
here with such business as this? Why do
vou not go to the War Office, where they
have charge of all this matter of papers and
transportation?” Col. Scott told of Mr.
Stanton's refusal; and the President con-
tinued: “Then, probably, you ought not to
go down the river. Mr. Stanton knows
all about the necessities of tho hour; he
knows what rules are nocessary, and rules
are made to beenforead. It would be wrong
for me to override his rules and decisions in
enses of this kind; it might work disaster to
important movements. And, then, you
ought to remember that T have other duties
to atltend to—heaven knows, enough for
one man!—and I ean give no thought to
questions of this kind. Why do you come
here to appeal to my humanity? Don't you
know that we are in the midst of war?
That suffering and death press upon all of
us? That works of humanity and affec-
tion, which we would cheerfully perform
in days of peace, are adl trampled upon and
ontlawed by war? That there is no room
ieft for them? There is but one duty now—
to fighit. The only cull of humanity now
is to conquer pence through unrelenting
warfare. War, and war alone, is the duty
of all of us. Your wife might have trusted
vou to the eare which the Government hos
provided for its sick soldiers. At any rate,
yvou must not vex me with your family
less. Why, every family in the land
ushed with sorrow; but they must not
W come to me for help. I Liave all the
mirden 1 ean carry. Uo 16 the War De-
ent. Your business belongs there.
cannot help you, then bear your
a3 we all must, until this war Is

tel pondering upon his troables, he
w rap at his door, and opening it,
to his surprise, the President stand-
i before him.  Grasping his hands im-
!iﬂilnl'-"_"_\', and syvmpathetically, Mr. Lin-
;‘-uin broke out: “My dear Colonel, I was a
brute last night. 1 have no excuse for my
conduct. Indeed, I was weary to the last
extent, but I had no right to treat n
muan with rudeness who had offered his
life for his country, much more =&
man who came to me In great
aflliction. I have had a regretful night,
and come now to beg your forgivencss.”

ANTIETAM.

before. This battle came to be known as
the "Second Bull Run."

A CRITICAL SITUATION—McCLELLAN
AGAIN IN COMMAND.

Thus the Antumn of 1862 sct in amidst
gloom, disorder, and dismav, Our armies
in and around the National Capital were on
tho defensive; while the victorious Lee,
following up his successes at Manassas,
was invadicg Marvland and threatening
Wishington and the North. The Presi-
dent was anxious; the Cabinet and Con-
gress were alarmed. The troops had
lost confidence in Gen. Pope, and there
was practically no one inchiel command.
The situation was most eritical: but Mr.
Lincoln faced it, as he always did, un-
flinchingly. He took what wus at once
the wisest and the most unpopular step
possible under the circumstances: he placed
Gen. McClellanin comunand of all the troops
in and around Washington,

LINCOLN TAKES TIHE RESPONSIBILITY.

Perhaps no act of Mr. Lincoln as Presi-
dent showed more strongly his moral
cournge and self-relidnee than the re-
appointment of McClellan. It was, out-
side the army, the most unpopular thing
he could possibly have done. MeClellan
was bitterly disliked, not only by Secretary
Stanton, but by all members of the Cabinet
and prominent officials. At the North
thero was a very commeon, though unjust
and foolish, beliel that he was disloyal.
When it was ramored in Washington
that McClellan was to be reinstated, svery
one was thunderstruck. A Cabinet meet-
ing was held on the 2d day of Septem ber, at
which the President, without asking any
one's opinion, announced that he had re-
instated McClellan. Regret and surpriso
were openly expressed. Mr., Stanton,
with some excitement, remarked that
no such order had issued from the War
Department, The President then said,
with great calmness: “No, Mr. Secretary,
the order was mine, and I will be responsi-
ble for it to the country.® He added, by
way of explanation, that something had
t0 bo done, and as there did not appear to
be uny one else to do It, he took the re-
aponsibility on himself. He remarked
that McClellan hoad the eonfldence of the
troops beyond any other oflicer, and could,
under the circumstancas, more speedily
and effectually reorpmnize them and put
them in fighting trim than any other Gen-
eral.  “This Is whnt I8 now wanted most,"
said he, "und these were my reasons for
placing MceClellan in commund.”

Hon. Gideon Wellss, Secretary of the
Navy, who was present at the Cabinet
meeting reforred to, has given the following
graphic account of the scene: “Mr,
Stanton entered the ‘eouncil room a few
moments in advance of Mr. Lincoln, and
sald, with great excitc.aent, that he had
just learned from Gen Halleck that the
President had placed 1cClellan in com-
mand of the forces In Washington. The
Prisident soon came in, and in answer
to an inquiry from Mr. Chase, confirmed
what Stanton had stated. General regret
was expressed, and Stanton, with some
feeling, remarked that no order to that
effect had Issued from the War Depart-
ment. The President, calmly but with
some emphasis, said the order was his,
and he would be responsille for it to the
country. With a retreating and demoral-
ized army tumbling in upon us, and alarm
and panic in the community, it was neces-
sary, the President said, that something
should be done, but there seemed to be no
one to do it. He therefore had directed
McClellan, who knew this whole ground,
who was the best organizer in the army,
whosa faculty was to organize and de-
fend, and who would here act upon the
defensive, to take this defeated and broken
army and reorganize it. In stating what
he had done, the President was deliberate,
but firm and decisive, His language and
manner were kind and affectionate, especi-
ally toward two of the members, who were
greatly disturbed; but every person present
felt that he was truly the chief, and every
cene knew his declsion was as fixed and
unalterable as if given out with the im-
perions command and determined will of
Andrew Jackson. A long discussion
fullowed, closing with aecquitseence in the
decision of the President; but before sepa-
rating, the BSecretury of the Treasury
exprossod his apprehension that the re
instatement of MeClellan would  prove
a Nationtd calamity. In this instance the
President, unaided by others, put forth
with firmness and determination the exee-
utive will—the one-man power—aguninst
the temporary general sense of the com-
munity, as well as ¢f his Cabinet, two
of whom, it has been generally
suppased, had with him an influence
almost as great as the Secrotary of Stite.
They had been ready to make issue and
resign their places unless MeClellan was
dismissed; but knowing their opposition,
andinspite of itand of the general dissatiis-
faction in the community, the President
bad in that perilous moment exalted him
to new and important trusts. In an in-
terview with the President on the sucesed-
ing Friday, when only he and myself were
present, he unburthened his mind freely.
* ** Ho sail mast of our troubles grew
out of military jeulousies Whether chiang-
ing the plan of operations (discarding
McClellan and placing Pope in command)
wis wise or not, was not now the matter

A d junt seen Scerelary |

i, cidelails were arranged
whing the Colanel down the Potomae

nil recovering the bivly; then, taking him |

Hs carriage, he drove to the s l':ll;ral‘r'h"
urf, whers, azain pressing his hand, lu-‘
| wished him I:?.l-.-lu'ui on his snd errand.
| Such were Mr. Lincolw's harrowing ex-
and thus did his noble and sym-
| pasthetic nuture assert itselfl over his me-
l menlary weakness,
MeCLELLAN RECALLED FROM THE
PENINSULA— DEFEAT OF G EN. POPLE.
In August, 1862, Gen. MeClellan was
Ipn]--rmi to withdraw lLis army from the

periences:

| MeClellan, *I relinquished the position
fained at the cost of so much time and
blood.” His troops were sent Lo oin Gen.
Pope, who had been placed in command of
a considerable foree in Virginia, for the
purpase of trying the President’s favorite
plun of an advance on Richmond by way
of Manassas. ither from a confusion of
orders or a lack of zeal in executing them,
the Union forees failed to eo-operate; and
Pope's expected victory (Manassas, Aug.
40,) proved a disastrous and humiliating
defeat. His army was bealen and driven
back on Washington in a rout little less

in hand. These things, right or wrong,
had been done.  If the Administration had
erred, the country should not have been
mude to suffer and our brive men cut
down and bulchiered. Pope should have
been sustained, but he was not. These
personal and professional quarrels came
in. Whalever may hava been said to the
contrary, it could not be denied that the
army was with MeClellan. The soldiers
certninly had not transferred their con-
fidence to Pope. TPersopal considerations
must be sacrificed for the public safety.”

GEN. McCLELLAN'S ACCOUNT OF HIS
REINSTATEMENT.

It appears from the statement of Gen.
McClellun, made shortly before his death,
that on the morning of his reinstatement
(before the Cabinet meeling just described)
the President visited him at his Head-
quariers, near Washington, to ask if he
would again assume command. “While
at breakfast, at an early hour,” says Gen.
McClellan, “I received & call from the
President, accompanied by Gen. Halleck.
The President informed me that Col. Kel-
ton had returned and represented the con-
dition of affairs as much worse than I had

(Continued ou sixth page.)

I
ington, and learning, a few days later, of | disgraceful than that of Bull Run a }’ear'

BY THE LATE J. M. BRANUM.

Thursday, Feh, 0,—Thia has been our
second day in South Carclina, and we are
at a place called “"Mathews Bluffs,” on a
good road, near the river, about 40 miles

below Augusta. Tt has been cold and
windy. The road was in good order for
marching, and we made 22miles. Swamps
wera few, and the country began to be
rolling, with many sand hills. The woods
were of beautiful pine and some cedar,
and we see live-onk, magnolia and pal-
metto trees. We passed 18 plantation
houses, 15 of which had been burned;
such is the way South Carolina is catch-
ing it from our troops ahead.

We are at present in the Barnwell “Dis-
trict;” they do not call them Counties down
herse. About 50 negroes came to our bri-
gade to-day, and we met hundreds going
to Savannah. Some with whole families—
men, women and children, carrying all they
possess; poor, deluded creatures, they
will suffer great hardships, but are anxious
for their freedom.

To-night we have rousing log fires, with
beds of pine boughs; supper of sweet pota-
toes. Supper and evenings before our
fires are our happicst times.

WITH THE WAGONTRAIN.

Friday Feb. 10.—We are rear-guard
to-day,and we go bohind the wagon-train,
which does nof move out until 10 o'clock.
Our division with its trains reaches out
over eight miles along the road.

The weather s fine. The roads are
gandy, and no clay eoil abounds. We
continue to see ruins of burnt houses every
mile; nothinge left but blackensl chimneys,
searched shade and ornnmental trees of the
varls. Columns of smoke arise ahead of
us on both flinks, and mark the course of
our advance troops.  We passed the ruins
of Gen. Irving's house, or “Irvington,”
as it s on the maps. Two 15-inch Yunkee
shells from Charleston lie at his gate, which
he had brought from Fort Sumter as me-
mentoes, and which he intended to mount
on his gate-posis.

Three of our foragers arrested a rebel in
Union clothes at a house, and in bringing
him back with them he attempted to escape
by cutting off his knapsack and@iraps and
making for the woods. He got away about
100 yards before the boyvs could get their
guns to bear on him, when a shot from
Sloan, of our company, brought him down.
He was a scout from Wheeler's cavalry.

Saturday, Feb. 11.—March at davlight;
five miles brings us to a great swamp.
Halt, turn into a field, while the First
Division and its wagon-triin comes in on
another road. Meantime the boyvs let out
the water of a mill dam, and get a great
quantity of fish. Get under way again
at 1 o'clock, through the swamps two
miles, and come to-Barnwell, one of the
aristocratic towns of South Carolina and
the Countyseat of Barnwell District,
It is pleasantly situated on high ground,
but looks like a very old place.

It had been nearly all destroyed, and by
the time our troops got through there
wasn't much left. Some half-dozen fami-
liecs who had remained in their homes
had nothing disturbed, but those who had
refugeed had lost everything. Much meat
and molasses wuas obtained here. The
negroes all seem to be pleased at the way
we are doing things here. Weosee an old
darky at the fence, and we tell him to burn
it, and he goes to work to do’it. The poor
negroes, I don’t know what will become of
them when we are gone, They believe every-
thing we do is right, and that the destruction
we carry with us Is all on their account.
The camp to-night is four miles from Barn-
well. After a pleasant time about our
fires, we roll up for rest and sleep.
Sunday, Feh. 12.—No rest for us to-day.
I don’t suppose hailf the army knew it was
Sunday, or thought of it through the day.
We moved at daylight, taking the road to
Williston, a station on the Augusta &
Charleston Railroad, and 22 miles from the
former place. We have charge of the
whole corps train, while the other two

Jrom theFIE.
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divisions go in light order to our left. We
find abundance of corn, pork and fodder on
the wny. DMarch eight miles and come to
Williston. 1t is all burnt but a house or
two, which were occupisd by owners who
did mot leave them. The railroad is torn

.&t,!l, o

| was at a house, ea
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men; ho wos dressed in blu
wns not known to be 1

terh

were sent af & he
escaped all of them.
tehing oh
a clever dodge he escaped.
marched through Lexingto
the Countyseat
It is 12 miles fro;
almost all destroyed
Through Lexi
Congaree Ri of
The rebels were still in Columbia, and our
forees were just commencl n shell it and
lay a bridge; the Fifteenth, Seventeenth,
and Twentieth Corps were all «lose at hand.
Camping here for the night, we pontooned
the river and on Friday morning crossed
over. ‘This wns the Saluda River. This,
with the Broad, forms the Congaree River
near Columbin. Yesterday we marched
14 miles o this river and are now across.

Columbia is occupied by our troops, buf
our corps did not get to pass through.
Columbia will likely be destroyed, as the
feeling of the army against the Capital of
the State that inaugurated this war can
not be restrained.

We halt to rest; pull out a rebel newspaper
toread. It is full of appesls to its people to
arise and arrest the invaders, but when we
come among them, bringing war with all
its terrora, as has been endured by the
people of Kentuckv, Tennesses, Georgla
and other Southern States, the people have
o different feeling about it. Yesterday
was a great day for fires and forogers,
Evervthing was dry, the wind blew a gale,
and the grass, fences, houses and barns
were burning. The rmad was good, the
country rolling, flour and meat were to be
had in abundance; chickens could be
caught in the ranks as we were marching

re marched to the
f Columbia.

FPTENLE "‘;b

up, and the rails twisted lika doughnuts.
A train of cars had been burned here, and
we learned it was done by Kilpatrick’s
Cavalry.

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY.

We march eight miles farther, to the
Edisto River, and camp for the night.
We were the advance brigade to-day. I
never saw such destruction of property and
thinga as was going on In the country;
all buildings, fences and crops were burned
and stock killed or driven away, the negroes
taken along; and the people don’t seem to
blamse us much; they seem to have ex-
pected it, and are awfully sick of war.
They never knew what war is until now.
Many tell us we ought not to destroy things
so; that there is a Peace Commission now
in Washington, and for all we know peace
may now be made. They are told it wounld
not do for Sherman's army to remain
idle, and its action now will do more to
hasten the end of the war than anything
else,

Some women that Maj. Reatch talked to
yesterday cried with rnge at the state of
ruin that had come to them, and gave
vent to thewr indignation on the head of
Jefl Dauvis and others of the Confederacy
who had brought them to it. They blame
these leaders for all their woe, and pray
for peace, having given up all bope of
stopping our army. Kilpatrick had a
fight to-day. This ends one week in South
Carolina, and we have made 65 miles.
We are on the road to Columbin now, and
it is thought we will come out at Wilming-
ton, N. C.

FERRY, BROAD RIVER, 25 MILES NORTH-

WEST OF COLUMBLIA, 8. C., Saturday,

'eb. 18, 1885,

It is as bexsutiful as a May morning.

o

1

of this beautiful river, in the warm sun-
shine. We have just erossed on pontoon-
boats.andour regiment lies here until they
lay down a bridge for the rest of the di-
vision o cross,

last wrote at my letter while at the
South Edisto River; since then we have
muade about S0 miles in our course through
the Confederacy, It is our second week
in South Carolina and our fourth from
Savannah. All well—glorionsly—
amd such a time as we have had. I have
enjoyed the trip. The weather has becn
fine. We had no  fighting; only
marching, camping out, foraging, and ever
gouing onward.
If South Carolina isn't getting “her
rights” it i&n't our fault. After all our
hard soldiering for the past three vears,
broughit about by the iwons of South
Carilina, more than any other State, it is
satisfaction for us to roam at pleasure over
its land and tramp its treasonable soil.
Monday moriing last we crossed the
Edisto River and the great swamp near it,
toock the Colmmbin road, and camped at
Cedar Swamp, having marched seven
miles. Tuesday we marched straight
ahead over sandy roads and level country
23 miles, and camped at a creek 15 miles
from Columbia. Here the Twentieth Corps
came in on a road ahead of us, and our
corps was aordered around fo the left of it.

BRUSH WITH REBEL CAVALRY.

On Wednesday we marched 17 miles, and
were very tired. During the day we were
altacked by a squad of rebel cavalry, who
came dashing through the woods, firing
on us, killing one man, wounding one and
capturing two. When they found they
were running into a column they wheeled
and dashed off, and we only got a few shots
at them.
We were not sure they ware the cnemy ju
first, as our flanks are generally swarming
with foragers, and we supposed they were
our own men. One rebel rode up to within

gFoes

have

H 1A |

am seated al the root of a tree, on the bank |

“I HAVE TO WITNESS THIS AND Ba¥: “PHIS IS WAR; WHEN WILL IT CEASE!'™

along when they attempted o fly over the
road; great numbers of plantation horses;
with their wagons, were captured.

The country through which we passed,
up to Lexington, was level, sandy, and with
pitch-pine forests; not very thickly settled}
we find no men at home, and at times bud
very few women. Corn, salt pork, rice and
poultry are plenty. Our foragers scour the
country far and wide, fire all cotton gins
and things of wvalue.

We tiiought the rebs would surelystand
and give us a fight for the Capital of thelr
State, but it seems they were no more
couragecus than the people of Georgis,
whom they blamed so much for letting us
overrun that State. So far we have had
less opposition than on the march toSavan-
nah. We have fared better so far,although
fasting at times. Some evenings we had
for supper batter cakes and honey or
molasses, sweet potatoes, chickens, cracke
ers and coffee.

Nine o'clock.—We have moved from the
river on o the hills, and have gone into
camp in 8 grove of cedars, and will remain
while the pontoons are being put down and
thie rest of the divisions cross.

NEAR ALSTON, S. C., Sunday morning,

Febh, 10,

This is the first day's rest we have had
since leaving Sisters Ferrv—think oft thad
—marching from 15 to 20 miles per day
for two weeks. Opr brizade being first
over here, drove off the rebel cavalry and
started to iorage. No sooner wero we
camped than a detail was sent out to ges
horses an mules, Two hundred rebel
cavalry were driven off, and in hali an
hour our boys came back riding horses of
the finest kind, getting 10 at the first planta-
tion they came to; mnext came 15 little
negroes, each carrying a ham on his head;
next enme more men in charge of negroes,
each with sacks of flour. Thus streaming
along, they came in for half the day. The
sight excelled the Wheeling Market.” Foure
horse teams came loaded with baskets,
sacks, barrels. jugs, all tilled with some-~
thing. Our fellows won't use any meat bud
hams. They report one plantation out the
road that coutains a dozen army wagons
loads of bacen. Our foragers are the most
daring set of men I ever heard of, and their
adventures on these trips each day would
muake interesting reading,

SUCCESSFUL INDIANA FORAGER.
One forager from the 22d Ind. got $1,000
in gold at a house; I saw this myself, and i
is no hearsay story.

Negroes are plenty, and say their masters
would never let them have anything, and
scem glad to see the army doing as it is.
These times exceed any we have seen yed
in all our soldiering. This morning we
wera wakened at daylight by the eall to
stort. We bundled up immediately and
wera off before breakfast. Tha bridge was
finighed and we must get out of the way of
the other divisions. We marched out the
road four miles and are now camped for an
hour or s0. "The country here is hilly, the
soil strong, and roads thick eclay. Pitche
pine is playing out, but we have the more
beautiful cedar; oak trees abound, and we
use oak rails for fires. The scenery re-
minds me of East Tennessee. Houses and
furms are in good order, and this is trulya
rich section of the State,

ORDERS AGAINST DESTRUCTION OF
. HOUSES.

Strict orders are out to stop burning
houses; the people will lose enough to have
their stock, grain and provisions taken.
We are 24 miles northeast of Columbia,
and think we are bound for Wilmington,
N. C., but don’t know.

Some foragers are juse i ‘rom a fine
house across the country, and have linen
towels. tine wool blankets, ete. Lordl

20 yards, and took a gun from oce of cur

how wicked we are!l Will we ever have to




