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The National Tribune Headqunr
tcrs at Chicago during the National En-
campment

¬

will be in Parlor K Palmer
House and all comrades their wivs and
families are cordially invited to call and
make themselves at home They can
make appointments to meet their friends
there and have their mail sent to that room
In our care

TrtE fluent mendacity of tho Chinese

Mandarins will make it difficult for any

of onr politicians to discover a George

Washington among them

IjKT us have those Paterson Anarchists
given a liberal dose of that celebrated New

Jerrsey justice It might be well to im-

port
¬

the Deleware whipping post for the
benefit of some of the minor rascals

Ovn taking 28000000 of the British
war loan of 30000000 shifts the worlds
financial center to this side of the Atlantic
with a jolt that must make the Roths-
childs

¬

teeth chatter

The United States can borrow money
cheaper than any other Nation in the
world Many of our bonds yield the hold ¬

ers as low ns 1 per cent while England
pays 3 per cent

TnE Methodist Conference of Montana
has come out strongly and unequivocally
for expansion The Methodists can always
be relied on to march up promptly to tho
front of any great movement

CnicAGO has added two of fie most
notorious of the brigands of Grceco to her
population They have gotten in just in
time to go into the sandwich and coffee
business for the National Encampment

In July of this year over 1000000
less was paid out for pensions than for
the same month last year The exact
figures are s

July 1809 51202507480
Jury 1900 1191034400

Reduction 100933080

Salt is one of tho great sources of offi ¬

cial corruption in China Tho iioor peas-

ant
¬

is obliged to pay about nine times
what ho should for his salt though but
very little of thin increase reaches the Im-

perial
¬

Treasury Everybody through
whose hands it passes takes all he dares
to out of it

fg have this strong assurance of the
Sves of the Ministers The allies are sure
to get into Pe King and that before many
months The Dowager Empress Princess
Mandarins etc who control matters
have their residences and all their great
wealth there They are not like Sitting
Bull to whom one place was 33 good as
another to live in and could simply keep
fcut of the way of an avenging army
These people must either livo in Pe King
or become beggars outcasts and wander-
ers

¬

They are therefore going to stop
short of bringing down the diro vengeance
of the allies on themselves their property
and their families

The French made a very wry face over
Count von Waldersee but finally accepted
him President McKInleya note accept¬

ing him was very diplomatic and guarded
He said in effect that our General there
wu authorized to do anything ho thought
desirable with the solo restriction that
he must keep his men together and under
his own command Vha Count von Wal ¬

dersee was a very able soldier and a good
selection for Generalissimo but it would
b a long tlmo before ho reached China
and a great many things were likely to
happen in the meanwhile So we at least
do not propose to wait upon his deliber ¬

ate journey to hi3 command and his prob
ebly still moro dcliberato preparations for
a campaign Wo shall go ahead as wo
think best and may create a situation
of affairs that will learo notliing for Wal-
dersee

¬

to do when he arrives but follow
In our lead

It is claimed by those who have an op¬

portunity of knowing that the Taung li
Xaman Is tho most absurd Institution
known to modern politics It Is a board
consisting of 11 Intensely opinionated old
fogies who still live In tho fiction that all
the rest of the world exists merely through
the mercy of the Chinese Emperor When
any foreign Minister appears before them
they all talk at him at once at the top
ol their voices hoping to drown and tire
hla out The only man who ever got
ahead of them was the British Minister
who would stroll In carelessly listen pa-
tiently

¬

to their yelling until they had ex ¬

hausted themselves gossip a little about
tho weather the crops and to on and
make an appointment for the following
day when the program would be repeat-
ed

¬

He finally woro them out and go
their curiosity so aroused as to what he
really wanted that they listened eagerly
to him and granted his request

INDOHSE THE COURT OF TENSION
AFrJSALS

The National Encampment at Chicago

should by all means give the bill for the
establishment of a Court of Pension Ap ¬

peals a unanimous and unequivocal In-

dorsement

¬

and ask that It be passed as
soon as possible after the meeting of Con ¬

gress next December
The establishment of such a Court will

at once icmove peusions from politics
and put pensioners and claimants In the
same category with the other creditors of
the Government It will stop all cavil-

ing

¬

for and against pension allowances
There will be no longer any justification
or excuse for the old clamor that tho

pension roll is honeycombed jvith fraud
We do not talk that way about the deci-

sions

¬

of our regularly constituted courts
When a pension allowance ceases being
a matter resting upon the whim preju-

dice

¬

prepossessious or individual judg-

ment
¬

of the Commissioner of Pensions
and is founded upon the rock like basis
of n regular judicial decision tho people
will at onco accept it unquestioningly as
they do other judicially determined facts
What the number of these claims may
be in the aggregate will not concern them
any moio than does the amount of a judg-

ment

¬

by the Court of Claims or the Su-

preme

¬

Court of the United States It
will be sufficient to know that the claim-

ants
¬

are legally entitled to the awards
and then they will be as willingly paid as
were the billions of Interest and princi
pal which have been paid the bondholder

Heretofore when Commissioners like
Dudley Tanner Black Haunt have in
terpreted the laws properly the soldior
hatiug papers have overllowcd with ven-

omous

¬

tirades against the class of men
who were put on the roll When we havo
had such other Commissioners as Loch
ren and Evans there has been a world
of bitter complaint that they were per-

verting
¬

and nullifying the law The vet-

erans
¬

have suffered severely In reputa-
tion

¬

both b3 the assaults of the soldier
hating papers and by the attempts of such
men as Commissioner Loehren and Evans
to justify their course

All this can bo remedied and prevented
by having a judicial tribunal pass upon
pension cases interpret tho law and lay
down rules of evidence and of practice
such as obtain in the other courts of the
country The pension roll will become
really a roll of honor whose integrity no
man will presume to question

The matter is now In the National En-

campments
¬

hands It can secure tho im-

mediate

¬

passage of the bill by giving It
a full indorsement and requesting In the
name of the veterans that it be made a
law

ON TO PE KIN
The past week has been full of events

in China of the utmost importance to the
world and humanity

Tho victory of tho Allies over tho Chi-

nese

¬

hordes at Peit Sang was promptly
followed by an advance in force upon the
important position of Yang Tsnn which
controlled the railroad crossing of tho Pei
II o River and so commanded the road to
Pe King This was at onco attacked and
carried after a fight lasting several hours
in which the small American force took
the leading part and displayed great gal-

lantry
¬

and fine soldiership The victory
was decided and tho consequences far
reaching It not only gained 18 of the 79
miles to Pe King but it mado the line
of communications secure for the fur
ther advance Infinitely more it was an-

other
¬

crushing demonstration to tho Chi-

nese

¬

hordes that they cannot stand even
before a small civilized force even though
they may have enormous advantages of
position The first news after the battle
seemed to indicate that the Allies would
stop there and gather their forces for a
final move directly on Pe King But the
reports from Gen Chaffee received as
we go to press indicate that he at least
has driven ahead and was at that time
within 18 or 20 miles of the Northern
Capital Tho more hopeful of us assume
this to mean that he has found the Chi-

nese
¬

utterly demoralized by their defeat
at Yang Tsun and has taken advantage
of it In tho regular American way by
pressing hard after them and Increasing
their demoralization by swift sharp blows
at their rear If this should be happily
so it puts the Americans in command of
the situation and enormously increases
our prestige It may be that Chaffee may
go directly into Pe King rescue the Min-

isters
¬

and dictato terms It is unfortu-
nate

¬

that ho has not 10 times as many
men with him Then there would be no
doubt as to tho result

In the meanwhile our State Department
has been giving the Chinese Government
full doses of our resolute straightforward
American diplomacy The Chinese have
resorted to every trick and device to gain
time and stop operations They have
empowered LI nung Chang to negotiate
for peace and have offered to escort the
Ministers and their families to Tien Tsin
But our Minister has refused to leave his
post until ordered to do so by our Gov-
ernment

¬

and our Stato Department has
firuly refused to consider any peace prop-
ositions

¬

until the Chinese Government re-

stores
¬

order and free communication with
the Ministers It has been suggested that
the Allied armies be allowed to come with
out farther resistance to the walls of Pe--
King and receive the Ministers there
This Is the utmost concession Otherwise
the troops will force their way to Pe
King and the consequences will bo on the
head of the Chinese Government This
is the first time the Chinese have had such
straight out talk made to them with the
blow so ready to follow the word

The next few days will be full of
events nnd the outlook li very hopeful
that all these will be such as Christendom
will rejoice In

WHEN Siege Battery O 7th U S- - Art
geti to work In China with Its four six
inch rifles manned by 165 active young
Americans it will probably open soim
thlug besidss a door
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FITNG SHTJr

It Is Impossible to understand a China¬

man without thoroughly understanding
what Fung Shul is and it Is said that
no one can understand Fnng Shui unless

ho has a yellow skin straight why hair
a pig tail eyes cut on the bias and a
caved in nose Fung Shui is to the China ¬

man all and more than all that God Al

mighty tho Constitution of the United
States tho laws of the Nation and Statfl
Ilia particular church political party and
favorite physician nro to an American
Fung Shui tho Chinaman believes Is tho
power that brings him Into the world con-

trols
¬

every step In life makes him rich
or poor sick or well lucky or unlucky
his crops thrivo or wither his children
come livo or die his home comfortable or
miserable numbers his days nnd finally
rules his sleep In the grave Everybody
in China high or low literate or illiterate
rich or poor Confucian Buddhist or Tno
ist is a slavo to a mass of superstitious
about Fung Shui Literally it is wind
and water fung wind shui water but
practically it means all the forces maligu
and beneficent that can be imagined ns
entering Into the daily operations of life
The principal of these is an invisible dra-

gon
¬

which flies nbont near the ground
breathing out blessings and prosperity
There must bo nothing erected anywhere
fo interfere with this flight nor tho flow
of breath from his nostrils on the fortu
nate recipients Ho must be piopitiated
by tho sweet music of tom toms gaudy
colors fireworks and inscriptions and the
bud spirit is scared away by ihj same
means Tho priests whom the Chinese
hate fear need and detest bow down to
nnd cheat in equal measure rule the de ¬

luded people with an iron rod by means
of these superstitions The priest is the
Chinamans first thought when ho intends
to do anything ornught happens to him
and the priest works the Fung Shui on him
for all that it is worth and squeezes
the last miserable cash that his hopes
or fears will make him part with

Tho shape of hills nnd mountains the
course of rivers and roads the form of
buildings even such trivial things as the
setting up of a ctono In a field or the
way the bricks are laid in a house affect
the Fung Shui nnd tho priest3 must have
their sny nnd their say costs cash
Famines drouth epidemics and all man ¬

ner of disaster to a wide stretch of popu-

lous

¬

country may follow so slight a change
as cutting down a tree or setting up a
pole or digging an irrigating ditch which
may offend the Fung Shui

Of course the priests mado the ut-

most
¬

of such flagrant offenses against the
Fung Shui as were committed by the
whites in running railroads across tho
country according to engineering princi-

ples

¬

traversing them with horrible shriek ¬

ing engines that frightened away the good
spirits by their unearthly noise nnd spout-

ed

¬

black smoke against the heavens in
building bridges that obstructed tho pas ¬

sage of tho benevolent spirits along the
streams and round honses and stations
that had the shape of a tortoise the most
malignant of animals Tho missionaries
aggravated this by teaching that Fung
Shui was a degrading superstition aud
the priests merely greedy unscrupulous
conjurers The punishment of tho Fung
Shui upon these blasphemies was n terri-

ble

¬

drouth which lasted all last Summer
Fall and Winter and until May 7 By
this time the Boxers had begun to take
things in hand kill Christian commit
outrages destroy railroad buildings which
had tho obnoxious tortoise form and tear
up tracks which ran against tho Fung
Shu This seemed to propitiate the Fung
Shui for in tho midst of a great demon ¬

stration at the most revered tshrino in
China about 40 miles from Pa King the
drouth was broken by a furious rainstorm
which culminated In a fall of thrco foot
of snow This unusunl occurrence for
that season of the year removed the last
doubt in the minds of anyone and thence
forth the Boxers had it their own way
Tho Dowager Empress had planned for
the outbreak to take place next November
when Russia would be scaled up by the
ice nnd unable to make any move The
Chinese were to treat her as n friend and
ally until they had finished with the other
foreigners when they would turn upon
nnd destroy her The miracle of the rain
and snow fall gave such an impetus to
the Boxer movement that tho Dowager
Empress was swept away in tho tide and
had to let tho movement go on

THE TVOKK OF TnE PENSION bureau
Tho work of the Pension Bureau

showed a slight increase for the week
ending Aug 4 over tho previous week
that ending July 28 The total of certifi-
cates

¬

issued was 1813 as against 1779
the week before an increase of 04

Tho total original allowances increased
from CC0 to GOG 30 The army Invalids
old law fell from 34 to 23 under Act of
Juno 27 from 2G8 to 218 while tho wid ¬

ows under the old law were Increased
from 39 to C3 and under the Act of June
27 from 193 to 287

The Increase and additiouals were in-

creased
¬

from 077 to GS5
Compared with the allowances for the

same week last year they were
1900

Original 090
Incicnse and additional G8Ti

Reissue 23
Hostoration
Supplemental
Duplicuto
Accrued

78
3

48
303

1899
OSS
474

GO

CO

G

1
tr

Total - 1843 1800
An average of COO would make a total

of 30190 for the yoar
There were 33809 deaths last year

A numdeii of Galling guns have been
hurried to Chaffee China seems to be
a good placo In which to display the
power of that species of ordnance A
battery of Gatllngs under a lively young
Lieutenant who is anxious to get in his
work will cat up an immense crowd of
Chinese before they know what has
broken loose
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A BnihWhacker with a Novel Idea
The train which the boys took tho next

day would have struck horror to tho soul
of any self respecting railroad man to-
day

¬

but it wna sumptuous efficiency and
comfort itself compared to those they had
seen inside the rebel lines They gazed
admiringly at the powerful well built
well tended well oiled locomotive over
which the engineer was going carefully
to see that every bolt and link was in its
place every hut tight and every journal
well oiled

That looks something like an engine
said Si to the engineer Shes ns differ-
ent

¬

from them the rebels have as a
quarter horse in good condition is from a
sway backed foundered old plug

That machine answered tho engineer
patting it caressingly aint to be beat
in the whole United States I wouldnt
give her for the finest engine the Baldwin
Works turns out to day with all its fila-
gree

¬

nnd fancy fixings Shes like my
wife she maynt be as dazzlingly purty
as some other women nor heap on style
but when it come3 to goodness eyery ounce
of hcrs worth n hundred weight of any
other woman I can bet on her every
time just ns sures I can bet on my wife
I call her Nanry because thats my wifes
name The boys of the army call her
the Bull of the Woods from the way she
goes tbaiing along through tho country
hellering with her whistle which is bassr
But gicat snakes you haint no idee of
what shes been through Mo and herve
been right un to the front ever since Old
Ro y started out for Murfrecsboro the day
after Christinas nizh on to two years nco
and what we aint seen of war wouldnt
fill up the back leaves in your spelling
book Tho rebels have shot moren her
weight of metal at her and busted shells
nil around her They cut down trees
ncrost the track piled up rorks rails and
cord wood on the right-of-wa- y throwed
her off by taking tip the rails or spreading
the track or setting the switches but the
old girls been too many for them and
come right side up every time Havent
you Nancy

He patted his engine and talked to her
as a man would to a favorite horse

Whats all them holes in the smoke ¬

stack for asked Si Are they building
smoke stacks that way now

greeny answered tho engi-
neer

¬

scornfully Thems bullet holes
every one of cm nnd lots more thut you
dont see These ignorant galoots o reb-
els

¬

ve got the fool idee that the smoke ¬

stacks where the engine lives and they
can can bring her down by shooting her
there just as they would a beef through
the head Im mighty willing I can tell
you to hnvc em think so Its saved my
hide many a time and oft Some of the
smarter of em shoot at the headlight I
dont like that so fwell but they aint so
good in hitting it nrf they are the smoke ¬

stack Some o thtrn bhoot at the bell
and one old rooster up there on Sand
Mountain thinks that he is the cutest of
the lot and has found out that its tho
whistle that Snakes tho machine go Hes
an industrious and persevering old snooz
er and works at his- - idee as if he expect-
ed

¬

to take a patent out and make his for-
tune

¬

He never lets an engine go by in
daylight but he takes a whack at the
whistle with his old yawger rifle Hes
landed on the sheathing all around the
whistle on the pipe and once dented the
whistle itself witha glancing shot

Why dont you stop nnd go for him
some day asked Si Try a shot at him
yourself and bust his crust Hes not a
nice kind of a man to have around

Shooting ainfmy business replied
the engineer with n shrug Thats sol ¬

dier business Running an engines mine
Besides he shoots too infernal quick and
well for mo to monkey with I see him
sometimes He carries bullets in his
mouth and gets in two or three shots be ¬

fore I get out of range Ive got to run
slow on that stiff grade up there but a
fellow that can put in three shots as close
as he docs when Im running 10 miles an
hour aint no slouch I tell you If all
you fellcrsd shoot as well there wouldnt
so many rebels get away from you

Probably youre right from your point
of view snid Si But a bushwacker
ought to be follercd up and killed on gen-

eral
¬

principles
Its against the game laws to go around

shooting at locomotives accorded Shorty
At least he ought to be taken up and

fined
Well let them do It whose business It

is answered tho engineer Im arail
roader thats all I haint notliing to do
with nothing off the right-of-wa- y If I
could catch him on the track Id take a
lot of pleasure in running over him and
grinding him to mince meat

Well take a look for him ns we go up
and see if we cant get the drop on him
said Si

Say that is a good engine of yours
said Shorty looking It over critically I
know something of engines fired a littlo
while once and I can see that while she
haint got ns much brass on her us some
shes a daisy and no mistake

That engine said the engineer lay¬

ing his hand affectionately on tho side
can do almost anything bnt talk Sho

can tnlk in her way and I can under-
stand

¬

her I know every sound she
makes Just as well as if she was talking
plain United States I know when she
says she wants water and wood and oil
when somethings going wrong with some
of her joints and beariu when slios
overworked and tired out and when shes
fresh nnd frisky and just wants to run
like a Sho says something
to mo every minute Im on her and I un-
derstand

¬

it Why that engines actually
got sense n good deal more sense than
some men If it hadnt been for her sense
Id a been n dead man long ago and her
bonesd bo rusting in the scrap heap Why
one night I felt something shaky under
me and slie come to a deap stop so sud-
den

¬

like that I didnt havo time to yell
for brakes nnd tho cars come bumping
up against her but she didnt movo a peg
I knew that there was something wrong
and got down and looked Blest if some
of those Bncaking citizens hadnt loosened
tho rails along the trestle that leads on
to that high bridge ncrost Buck Creek
and if she hadnt stopped just when she
did wed vo all went down on to the
rocks f0 feet beiow They built a block-
house

¬

there right after and nut snmr
soldiers there to keep tho peaceable citi ¬

zens from repeating that little trick An-
other

¬

dark night I couldnt git my head-
light

¬

to work but I had to go all the same
for they wanted the men up for nooker
at Lookout Mountain and I had to run
by faith not sight I suddenly felt her
gether herself for a jump and sho lit
square on tho track about a rod ahead
taking the tender ivith her but breaking
the coupling with the train She stopped
tho miniito shed righted herself on the
track and I heard the cars pilin up he
hind me I got down and went back and
fouud that som rebel citizen had cut
down a black onk about two feet through
right acrost the track Shed been it nnd
jumped with tho tender slick as a whis-
tle

¬

but sho couldnt lift the rest of the
train over

Say remarked Shortly Im a purt
rair liar myself but Id only lie allowed
in the primary class where youre in the
fifth reader

Sergeant said the Lieutenant in com ¬

mand of tho train go back there to the
Ordnance Sergeant and draw muskets
for as many of your squad ris you think
will bo able to handle them Have youi
boxes filled nnd your guns in shape fot
instant use We may need them on theway nnd if we should well need them
all at once nnd bad

SI nnd his sqund were assigned to n
lean box car next to the engine which

they made us comfortable as possible with
blankets furnished from the hosnital Inii
on a mattress of cedar boughs

The bora sat In the open doors and de-
voured

¬

the 6cenery with their eyes as the
train whirled back to Atlanta and then
out to the Chattahoochc and back over
the line of the terrible fighting of the
eventful four months previous It was
dark before they reached Buzzard Roost
whero the campaign had begun tho pre¬

vious May nnd the train was held in the
railroad yard in Chattanooga for tho re-
mainder

¬

of the night
Before they started In the morning the

engineer 6aid to them
In about an hour and a quarter well

strike the grade whero that old whistle
shooter hangs out Hes getting rather
monotonous to me and Id like to get shet
of him So if you want to try for him
Ill help you Just after we cross tho
river Ill stop and take water from a tank
on thn right About three miles from
there well strike that heavy grade Ill
slow dowrr nnd blow a long and two short
blasts on the whistle thatll be notice
to tho old rooster to come out with his
big yawger You can jump off under the
cover of the brush and slip up behind
him Shoot him if you want or belt him
over tho head with a club Id like to
tnke nn ox gad to him to pny him up for
the worry hes given me Ill wait for
you on top of the grade and take your

Xvt I Trouble You to Toddle Tins Way said Siiortt
corpses If he should happen to see you
before you do him

Well look out for that answered
Shorty Hell furnish a job for the Cor-
oner

¬

not us
Well look out for yourselves thats

all Remember that hes got one bullet
in his gun and two in his mouth

Sergeant said the Lieutenant coming
up with a squad of rebels under guard

here nro some prisoners I want you to
tnke charge of to Nashville Youve got
more room in your car than in any other
and more able bodied men There are six
of them Theyre to be turned over to
tho provost guard at Nashville

Si did not relish the job but there was
no help for it He looked over the squad
called their names from the list given
him by the Lieutenant and ordered them
to get in onu corner of the car whero
Harry Joslyn would stand the first trick
of guard over them

Neednt bo partickler bout gyarding
we uns Yank said one of them We
11ns aint gwine ter run away from all

this hyah good coffee bread and meat
back ter Hungry Land We uns like full
gizzards too well

Si looked at them and mcntnlly con-

trasted
¬

their condition with that of him-
self

¬

and companions when enntured Each
had been given n haversack a tin cup
a blanket and a pair of shoes Those who
had lost their hats had been furnished
caps by the Quartermaster and their hav¬

ersacks were full of rntions Altogether
they had been treated quite as well as a
squad of our own recruits would have
been Si and Shorty spoke to them pleas-
antly

¬

and gave them orders in the same
tone nnd manner they would speak to
their own men

Monty glad ter git with you regler
Yanks said one as ho contentedly
munched nt his hardtack and meat
Them East Tennessee Yanks up tbar

whar we uns wtiz took wanted ter hang
us on sight We uns belong ter Vaughns
Brigade that they uns hate like pizen
We uns ve had ter do a heap o rootin
round amongst they tins makin em go

into the army and stoppin they unss
treason an makin em behave jincniHy
an they uns dont like we uns a bit bet
tern they uns do rattlesnakes

I dont wonder from what Ive heard
o the doings of Vaughns Brigade said
Si with a shudder

They uus wuz all ready ter hang we
uns continued the rebel fust on jinerul

principles bekase wo una belonged ter
Vaughn and next bekaso we uns had jist
shot somo o their layors out who wuz
dodging the conscription All that saved
wo uns wuz tho coming along of an Ohio
cavalry battalion who tuk we uns away
from they uns The Ohio Major pacified
em by saying that we uns should be tried
nt Chattynoogy and they uns is all com-
ing

¬

down thar ter shoot we uns if we
should git clar on the trial So yo uns
folks is sendin we tins down ter Nash-
ville

¬

Neednt bother bout gyardin us
Wo uns 11 stay with yo uns at least as
longs tho grub holds out Im moutily
afeared that wont bo long though for yo
uns cant have much more as good as

this youve give wo uns
Much more o that snorted Shorty

Why the Ohio an the Cumberland an
the Mississippis running bank full of grub
liko that If each one of us had two giz-
zards

¬

wed havo moren enough all the
time to fill era

Then we uns kin never lick yo uns
said tho rebel resignedly Men that have
their fill o this sort o grub never kin be
licked Im a gwine ter quit tryin

As soon as tho train started Si and
Shorty busied themselves with getting
ready for a turn at the old whistle bush
whnckor They put the squad under the
chnrgo of Harry Joslyn and picked out
two of the best muskets nnd cleaned and
loaded them carefully Tho train crossed
tho river and while the engine was water-
ing

¬

Si and Shorty got the lay of the
ground pretty well in mind and planned
their campaign The engine ran on to
the beginning of the steep grade when
the engineer gave the signal slowed down
stopped the boys jumped off and he ran
back a littlo ways as if to get head for
ascending the grade

Good luck to you he shouted as he
came back again

Willi the swift noiseless step of the
hunter they made their way through the
tangle of Inurcl cedar brush and vines
that tho long slope As much as
ftnsstlile thev avoided civine nnv motion

very
und tho caused them to pant and
sweat Si was 1n the lead as they came
to little deadening that crowned the
summit made a motion to to
stop and dipped himself care-
fully

¬

to the shelter of a deadened
white oak bark from which hung in
shreds Si around carefully nnd
saw slipping through the deadening with
his face of grim intent nnd hope
fat middle aged round shouldered man
with grizzled whiskers nnd carry-
ing

¬

iu both hands very heavy eight
squaro rifle The pose of his gun his at ¬

titude and look wcie those of mau who
has bightcd bear or deer and is slip ¬

ping up within range
Si motioned to to movo over a

little toward the right
The man reached his point of vantage

csted his rille on a projecting dead limb
vivo squiut through sight- - and felt
in his vest pocket to see that the two
udo cnitridgcs thnt ho had made were iu

iilace
Si covered him carefully with Ins

Springfield nnd called out
Ahem
Keep thar Jim said man

turniug his head Whatre yo
follerin fur Dont pester now

Ill git him this time sho Dont move
thar or yoU make me unstiddy

Ahem said Shorty so loudly and
sharply that the man turned around with

look of anger to be petrified by the
sight of Shorty not 10 rods nway regard ¬

ing him sternly along the barrel of his
Springfield

May I trouble you to drop that old
howitzer nnd toddlo over this way at
once said Shorty with elaborate sar-
casm

¬

Hey said the old man in a dazed
way while his red face turned ashy

Lay that gun down quick and hold
your hands you dumbed bushwhack

er said Si with stern sententiousness
Hey said the man turning in the

direction of the new voice
Drop that gun I say this minute and

hold up your hands said Si with such
sternness that the man could not fail ti
comprehend He let the butt of his rifiV
fall to tho and held up his
hands

Whar in the world did you Yankees
come from he mumbled ns Si and
Shorty lowered their guns walked up to
him and Si picked up his rille

Spit out them bullets old man said
Shorty nnd you can talk plainer

The man took the bullets carefully out

Over

covered

of his mouth nnd started to put them into
his tobacco pouch

Throw em away yon wont have no
further use for em said Si making a
motion to knock them out of his hand
Im goin to bust this old yn vger of

yours so that itll be good for nothing but
to make horseshoe nails out of I at first
thought Id take it home and give it to
plp but hes got enough old blunderbusses
around the house now

Them bullets is amost all solid sil-
ver

¬

wailed the man fingering them care-
fully

¬

Lo me keep em I missed that
injine so often that I concluded hit wuz a
witch and could only be hit by n silver
bullet So I got all the silver I conld lay
my hands on and made three silver bul-
lets Ono on em is in the gun I was
dead sho ter git nway with the injine
this time I spose Im yo meat and I
dont know what yoro gwirc ter do with
me I wish though let me go
home and say good by to my ole woman

Guess your ole womanll have to do
without the pleasure of biddiug yon good
by said Si We havent time for lit-
tle

¬

ceremonies of that kind Our trnin Is
waiting for us Come along and thank
your stars we didnt shoot you on sight
as youve probably done some Yankee

Si stepped ont into view of the engi-
neer

¬

fired tho old rifle into the air as a
signal of victory to which the engineer
replied with short sharp toots on the
whistlo

While Shorty was leading the man
down the hill to the railroad Si bent the
rifle over a rock and then beat the lock
out of all possibility of being repaired for
another gun and joined his partner at the
locomotive

So they got you did they you old
Poll Evil snld the engineer savagely as
bhorty marched up with his prisoner
Ive a notion to Jump down there and

pound the punkin head offen you for the
way youve scratched nnd scarred up my
engine with your infernal pot shots

Id a got you to day too it they hadnt
interfered the man answered confident ¬

Id got something ter beat yer con
jure Id a put silver bullet plumb
through that brass fixing whar she
breathes and killed her deadern a wedge

Come hop into the car there said
Si Weve no tlmo to waste Youll
have time to talk this over while youre
boarding at Camp Morton that is if the
Fool Killer dont hear about you and get
in his work

The train rushed on through the coun-
try

¬

filled with memories to tiie boys of
the Stono River and Tullnlioma cam-
paigns

¬

nnd reached Nashville n little after
dark The Provost Sergeant was on hnnd
when the train stopped received the
Vaughns Brigade men at once nnd gave
Si a receipt for them But he demurred
to the bushkhackcr

I haint anything to do with any bu
n cut uiunic3 unuum uuu t uc- -

long to me Whatd you bring him in for
anyway You caught him in the act and
had the drop on him You had the dfid
wood on him Why didnt you finish him
Nobody wastes any time bringing in bush-
whackers

¬

now They haint no right to
live We dont want em lumbering up
tho prisons and wont havo em The
rebels wont exchange cm Haint got
room enough here for the regular rebels
Were catching so many of em now hat
they cant build barracks enough up North
to house em Itll take tho whole army
to guard em presently

But we to do with this man
inquired Si

Thats your business Id recommend
that you take him ont on the commons
somewhere and shoot him Thatll be the
least trouble for everybody

Hand him over to me said the engi-
neer

¬

Ill give him good larruping or
scarring up my engine and let him go

Not on your throttle valve you wont
said the Provost Sergeant Weve got
too many of them rebel scalawags tunning
around loose in the city now If yon let
him loose hell be setting fire to something
or carrying information to the guerrillas
or running sum out to them 1011 take
him to the Marshals orllce
make your statement as to what hes boon
up to and get orders what to do with
him

Great Scott groaned Si that means
staying here I dont know how long to
tend his trial and itll be taken off our

leave Why didnt we drop liim in the
act

Gteat Jehoscphat echoed Shortv
to the tops bf the bushes To their right Here you old jallerhammer is a chance
the engino was puffing and laboring up for j our life Make your escape Run as
the stiff grade The day was hot them old bowlegs o your n never run bo

exeition
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But there was something in the way in

which Shorty took hold of his gun that de-
terred

¬

the bushwhacker from moving lie
hail probably been n party to a similai
game plajed ou Yankee prisoners lie
stood still his eyes bulged out in terror
his face was an ashy white nnd hi wa
wiping off with the tail of his cojt tin
sweat that poured out at every pore

Ill repoit at headquarters that
you have a bushwhacker in charge See
that you account for him in some way
said the Provost Sergeant as he moved
off Youll find the Provost Marshals
office down that street about 10 blocks
and two blocks to your loft

Well I expect weve got to take thi
galoot down to the Provos said Si re
signedly Dont seenl to lie no othei
way Come along you old pennyroyal
bull you Yonii more trouble than ybn
fat necks worth Why didnt you gi int
tho regler rebel army and b hnlf wny
decent

I allors hud the ilicnmitiz so when th
conscriptcr eoue rouud that he wonlilii
take me lie chuckled a little for In
was glad of the temporary respite fron
immediate death

At the Piovost MursUarB office thej

found a palo thin lehoIarly IookhiE Lisa
tenant with one leg off In charge Too
bid yon brought htm In h aald witi
gentle boredom after 61 had finished hla
account The boys understand now thaitheyre never to bring- - in bushwhackers
especially those that they catch ihootlng
at our trains Makes a great deal of ua
necessary bother trying them guarding
them and so on Shooting at the whistle
was he Unique idea Doserres soma
credit for the originality of the concep ¬
tion Well since you have brought hlra
in theres nothing to do but send him be
fore tha Commission Youll prefer
charges against him tomorrow nnd wait
hero until the Commission can reach his
case and rjvc your testimony

But Iutenant protested SI thatlthe very thing we dont want to do Wera
on 30 day rick leave and want to got
home to out folks Wo dont want to bo
laying aronnd Nashville waiting for tho
trial of this worthless old sang diggcr

Yes I see murmnred the Lieutenant
gently Its too bad thats clear Bnt
since you have brought him In theres
nothing to do but let things tak their
regular course 1jn sorry for you but
you wont do it again Why good even ¬

ing Colonel Glad to see you This is
un unexpected visit

The new comer an earnest soldierly
looking man returned the greeting and
explained -

Lieutenant Ive come down to direct
yon that as we have great need of men toput the roadbed out here in proper shapa
and keep it so for the enormous work it
is doing that you use a prrtty liberal dis-
cretion

¬

in sending everybody white or
Mack that comes into yonr hands or you
think ought to be doing something out
to the working squad Weve got fore ¬

men that have a knack of getting all tho
work thats in them ont of any men sent
them and as therell bo somp month nf
this youll find that you can properly meet
most of the caes that come liefore you
by a liberal allotment of time with the
pick and shovel on the railroad This will
save the Commission a great deal of
iKither

Splendid idea said the Lieutenant
Just the thing Theres a man there
olonei that Id like to begin on if youll

give the order
He told the story of the bushwhackers

offense at which the Colonel smiled and
said

Well I admire his originalitv and per
severence if I cant his judgment A few
months work with a pick and shovel may
give him some practical ideas as to rail-
roads

¬

You may start your operations
with him Good evening

What set me to wofk with a pick and
shovel among a lot o greasy nigcers
roared the bushwhacker as the schema
bioke npon him Why Ill never do hit
in the world Id a heap rnther die right
hyah suh Im a gentleman suh Inever done a lick o work offen my own
place in my life suh and I never will

O yes I rather think you will said
tho Lieutenant with a languid sweet
smile Its surprising what an amount
of good work our foremen have managed
to get out of much worse cases th3n
jours Youll be much thinner by the
time they get through with you but vour
figure will bf better by the loss of a little
flesh Youll have more mnscle and tha
satisfaction that you have done a great
deal toward improving the transportation
facilities of your country Guard taka
him out Sergeant youre relieved from
the charge of this man Let me havo
your name and that or the Corpora Ill
leport favorably to your Colonel whatyouve done

To be continued

PERSONAL

First Lieut John Ewart Savage lata
2d U S V Engineers goes to China oa
the Hancock from San Francisco Aug
16 as Chief Assistant to Gen O W
Humphrey Chief Quartermaster of our
forces in China Lieut Savage landed
with the first troops in Havana and was
retained as U S Civil Engineer and
Quartermaster Agent after the muster
out of the Seventh Corps He leaves an
enviable record for Integrity nnd ability
never having mussed a days duty Ho
will go to the front with Maj Gen Chaf-
fees

¬

Headquarters Staff He was trained
in the famous C Co Nationals of San
Francisco which gave 80 officers and men
to the civil war and helped to make up
the Fighting First California in the
Philippines Lieut Savage U a brother
of Col R II Savage whose last appli-
cation

¬

for staff service at the front has
lieen reluctantly negatived due to the
disabilities contracted with his engineers
in Ciibi and later with the 27th Inf A
number of the officers of Col Savages
crack battalion of engineers have gone
into the Regulars or are fighting iu the
Philippines or closing up the general en ¬

gineering around Havana with credit to
these corps

The foul brood of Anarchists at Pater ¬

son N J and Chicago at first laughed
and exulted over the murder of King
Humbert but as soon as they saw the
temper of the American people they be ¬

came badly scared There should be no
room in this country for such vipers The
New Orleans riot was a healthy lesson
for them They do not want to provok9
another such an uprising of the people

TnE Ynng-tse-Kian- g about which Ger¬

many Is making such a vigorous kick
bears about the same relation to China
that the Mississippi River and its valley
does to the United States in fact it is
rather more important unless we include
Chicago and the Great Lakes in the Mis ¬

sissippi Valley The Yang-tse-Kian- g runs
through the heart of China and its val-
ley

¬

includes provinces which have a popu ¬

lation as follows
Kiang Su
Xgan Hooe
Kiang Se
tlou Pe
Kuei Choo

n

Yun Nan
Hou Nan

Total

20903171
203MJ2SS
21334118
210UrT0
7CG18l

G7712S97
11721507
21002il

1 lfi i

This is about half the population of tho
Empire The principal city in the valley
is Nan King formerly the capital until
the Tartars took possession and removed
the capital to Pekin near the northern
Houndary It has a population of about
J0OO00 Shang Hai is the principal sea
ort with a population of 333000 The

g runs clear through China
rom the great mountains of Tibet to the
ccan Its length is estimated at from

2300 to 3000 miles receives many large
tributaries and is 30 miles wide at the
nouth It is navigable about 700 inilei
fiom its mouth With her customary fine
ye for real estate Great Britain has in
licated the Yang-tse-Kian- g Valley as her
hare if Chiua is divided which natural
y rouses Germanys jealousy as she
would like that particularly rich slice her¬

self

Gallant Soldier Sons
Being a series equally if not even mora

nteresting than that under the same title
ublisheil i our issues of June 21 and 2S
hieh detailed some of the doings of tha

00th Pa in tha East The new paper
vill take up tho story of the lOUth with
dierutnu in the Atlanta campaign and

the sea and up to the Grand Review
ad are related in Comrade Valleaus lost
ein They will be Lcgiitt ahuoat inime
nately


