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MEMBERSHIP OF THE ORDER 276,662.

Comrades: The honor conferred by my
ananimonis election as your Commander-
jn-Chief one year ago placed me at the
head of the greatest patriotic organization
in the world, and it has been my :md-iliun[
to worthily discharge the muanifold duties
of thiz preat office. To this end I have
devoted all my time to the demands of the
position in the endeavor to miake good my
promise made on entering npon the work
that I would try and make “a busy year
1 appear before you to

amang comrades.”
render an account of my stewardship, and
to mike such recommendations as seem
desirable at the close of the year of sery-
ice.

COMEBADESI,

My first offieinl aet was to send ont a
graternal eircnlar letter to the a'--mrm}«-s of
the Nation, calling upou them to unite m
an earnest effort to build np our ‘.Im-}nln't'-
ghip throngh prudent and wise considera-
tion af the claims of comyadeship. Special
reference was mnde to the “dropped” and
"::u,:[u-mi.-‘l" members, and the l"""'l of
Fraternity, Charity and Lu,\‘nll,\‘,_m the
Jargest sense, in the line of securing the
aid and comfort of all veterans of the
Great War.

The resnit of this appeal has been most
gratifying ns a whele. Department Com-
manders, Aids-de-Camp, and faithful com-
rades have done much to strengthen our
noble Order, throngh personal efforts in
behalf of this great organization,

While the Grand Army of the Repnb-
lic is a fraternal and reminiscent Order,
and one that has no equal in its unique
objects and membership, the fact is, that
constant effort is necessary to insure its
highest uscfulness. We are all growing
old, and with incrensing infirmities there
is urgent need of a eloser toueh and larger
sympathy with and for each other. “Kind
words are more than coronets,” and the
comradely cheer that knows no shadow of
turning, this side of the grave, shonld be
the unfailing basis of our relations to the
Grand Army. It is a source of peruliar
gratification to your Communder-in-Chief
to know that during the past vear a re-
markable record of concord has followed
this policy of fraternity in all deparnt-
ments,

THE “DEWEY DAY" PARADE.

The gunestion of submitting to a rear ns-
gignmont for the aged comrades of the
Grand Army in the Civil Pageantry of pa-
triotixm in the Dewey Parade in New
York led to a somewhat earnest protest,
and the final refusal to march at all, This
action was based npon the belief that
the heroes who saved the Nation to full
union and unchallenged liberty, and so
made it possible for the great Admiral
Dewey to win the honors of Manila Bav,
entitled them to mareh in glory and in
joy at the hend of the line, in his honor.
The loyalty of comrades in refusing to
mirch—under the protest of that splendid
comrade and Department Commander, Jo
scph W. Kay, was as prodent and timels
as it was commendable, Some phases of
that unpatriotic  ocenrrence would huave
been severely dealt with bad it not been
for a frategnity which overlooked the good
natured weakness of  several comradea
whose lack of the plainest knowledge and
observance of Grand Army regulation
and obligations was almoest amusingly dis-
played.

Your Commander-in-Chief fully indors
the right action of Department Command
er Kay, and desires to thank the compad
for their object lesson of loyalty to the
Graud Army, and to the diguity aod hono:
of the saviors of the Republie. Unless
survivors of the Great War mareh at the
front in all such pageantrics, ther shanll
not consent o appear in line. No sophisa
a8 1o troops “carrving arms" eun hiavs
foree, in the light of the glorious service
of the veternns of the Union, so far as o
place in the lioe is coneerned,

|

HEPORTS OF NATIONAL OFFICERS, i

I respectfully refer yon to the able re

l rinia.

Later 1 made visits to Pennsylva-
nin, Ohin, IMineis, Marviand, Delaware,
and later to Massaelip=etts, Rbode I=kind,
also visited  Town,
and  Colorado aml

and  Connecticur. 1
Michigan, Wiseonsin
other Departments, At each of these vis-
itations 1 delivered fie-
qlln-utl_\' more than one, thos cmdeavoring
to promote the wellare of comeades, ntel

tddpesses and

inerease the intfluenees and command re-
for onr patriotic organization.  In
brief, 1 have given my whole tinee and
best efforts 1o this serviee,  Amd it has
been a great delight 1o thus engoge in such
n noble work.

TUE PENSION QUESTION.

Yonr administration from the first re-
garded the pension question a8 one of
parameunt importance, and to its eonsid-
eration brought the best available re-
sources of the Order. It was believed that
unless wise and  desirable amendments
were seenred to the aet of June 2§, 1590,
doring the year, there would be grave
doubts whether these could ever e ob-
tainmd.  With this view of the situation
a plan of campaign was ecarly agreed ap-
on, and the work begun. Your Command-
er-in-Chief appealed to the public  con-
science of the Nation in two addresses—
one delivered in New York and the other
in Washington—in behnlf of right and
righteousness concerning the pension prob-
lem and demanding the folfillment of the
pledged faith of the people in all pension
matters. Thesze addresses were widely dis-
tributed and without mwuch expense to our
organization.

It should be stated that a comrade con-
tributed money to print 10,000 copics of
the second speech, and a lady friend,
throngh Gov, Theodore Roosevelt, gave a
similar amount for printing extra copics
of both speeclies, for free distribution to
the comrades. This liberality will receive
your full ecommendation. This unknown
friend gent me $500, by the hand of the
Governor, for use in uid of deserving ob-
jects in connection with the Grand Army,
and it affords me the greatest pleasure to
thus acknowledge the good that has been
done by renson of this thoughtful and gen-
erous donation. It has earried sunshine
to many sorely burdened souls in our Or-
der,

The result of the publication of the ad-
dresses wans o deepened interest in this
much discussed problem.  Your Pension
Committee formulated such amendments
ns bore out the recommendations of the
J3d National Encampment, and  pressed
them upon the attention of the Congress
with resolute courage and unfailing digni-
ty awl earnestness, To keep alive the in-
terest in this work, your Commander-in-
Chief made a tour of visitutions through
Sonthern  Departments and  constantly
pressed to the front the objects sought in
the legislation in question. The elnim
mude was that our pension laws were most
liberal and in the main satisfactory, and
that the complaints made were generally
seninst  their  interpretation by those
harged with their execution, To avoid
irritation of an uphappy gort, amendments
were thoughit  necessary so as to muke
dear the weaning of our pension luws, he-
voud the changing rules established for
ecxecuting them by different officials,

It is o source of great gratification to
e able to state that the amendments to
the pension law of 3800 proposed by your
idministration were unanimously passed
by the Congress mu] that every specch
uade was in their favor. And it is be-
deved that with a liberal and just execun.
ution of present pension laws, little fur-
her in way of pension legislation will be
ieeessary to secure for the great majorits
if the dependent saviors of the Nation the
ulfillment of the pledgzed faith of the peo-
lecin belinlf of those who periled their all,
n the moring of their lives, for Liberty
indd Undon.  The report of the Pension
‘wmmittee will give full details of its
vork, and your special and elose consider-
tion is drawn to this important review of

ports of Nationnl officers of the Gr
Army for a detailed review of the
ous branches under their supervisi
These will prove how zenlonsly and wortly. |
ily the work committed to their eare hy
been done, and are evidences of rare fitn
for the trusts committed to their keepin:
Entire harmony and fuithful services it
marked the relations of these officials, nn
my best thanks are due them for the mos
eficicnt manner in which theéy have dis
charged their respictive duties.

GRAND ANMY FINANCES.

The report of the Quartermaster-Gen-
eral will clearly present the financial ree-
ord of the past year, and in view of the
important work accomplished it s confi-
dently believed that the exhibit will be
generally satisfactory, The finances of the
Order are in excellent condition and the
Woman's Relief Corps nre entitled to cor-
dial praise for their generous aid, My vis-
Itations in the interest of the Order Lave
been both extensive and laborious, as has
been my correspondence. This has taxed
my own and my typewriter's almost con-
gtant ¢fforts to keep up with the same, I
commenced n splendid itinerary ou March
8, which embraced the Departments of
Wirginia, North and Soath Carolina, Flor-
1ds, Louisiana and Mississippi, Texas, Ala-
bama, Georgin, Kentucky, Iadiana, Mis-
souri, Indian Territory, and West Vie-

i

lie year's efforts along pension lines, In

[ view of the high character and prominence
I of the members of this committee, your

Commander-in-Chief has left this branch
of the work of the Grand Army to be
wpinly presented by them to the Eneamp-
ment.
PEXSION OFFICE OFFICIAL DATA.

Through the courtesy of the Honorahle
‘ommissioner of Pensions, H. Clay Ev-
n#, the following officiul data is furnished
for the information of comrades. Your
Comnuander-in-Chief  subimits these maost
interesting and instructive facts as worthy
of the considerate judgment of eomrides
and the country:

MEMORAN DI,

. Showingz number of pension certifieates
igsued in fiscal year ending June 30, 1900,

by classes, viz:
Allowed  Allowed

Originnls, Invalids, Widows,ete,

Act June, 1890, ..., 21,345 12173
General law. . o.vewe 1,000 3,304
Mexiean war....... 21 20
Indian War........ 10 14
Old ward....ceeveea o
NUFSES cvnvsnnans 23
Bpanish War....... 801 710

Totals voverennaa. 23,967 16,778

Total original 8808, ., vveasness 40,645
Total restorations .......eeveses 4,608

Ni\m@'ﬁ addl‘d to ruIIS.u_.,_u (NS 45.33&

Increases, reratings, ete:
Act of IS, . .onvnunns.
General WS, o v vesvsns ey
Old wars.........

eer ol 152
- -ﬂis

SO

Total ecertificntes issned........ 1055041
Total certificates issned 1809, SO054

SUMMARY.
July 1, 1800
No. pensioners on the rolls. . . ...
No. orviginals grantoed. .. ..0....
No. names restored, ..

e i s e et s e R RS

Total
Dropped by deatl
Divopped by remag
Dropped by ell other

Tottl «vre s iivieresnnnrennnes 3

July 1, T8iH:
Poensioners on rolls. ...,
Inereise for yenre of oo oo nevnn.

Number of claims of all kinds—origi
nals, inerease, reratings, ete.—pemding:
Julyd, 180T, . e
July 1, I8N,
July 1, 1809, .. ...
July 1, 1800

H T
6,006

ClUSES . s o s e

005,520

N (L)

COMPARATIVEL

nml

original
claims for fiseal years ending June 30,
ITMIME, sipn) ISEING:
Ciadas, ol lnws,
185

Allowanves rejections of

Allowedl. ]:--jt‘i'fn (.
14,240 15,001
cees  SUHNT 14,400
Allisweiil, I:“_jl'ih'll,
SR 6o

180

Administra-

R
Claims allowssl 3105 per conth. ..,
Cluims rejected (G680 per cent). ...,

HLORG
N2

Claims adjudivated ..o oe oL J12ZLG4T
1898, first year MeRinles's Administra-
tion:

Claims allowed (32 por cent), ..
Claims rejected (IS per cout), ..

eee DOHS
cee 48,114
Claims adjudicated . ... e LU A

Number of cases on appeal from netion
of Bureau of Pensions to the Depnrtment
of the Interior showing nomber of enses
atfirmed and nmubey of easos reversed for
the four years ending June 20, 1900

Yenr. Appenls. Affirmed. Rev
IR T coseaivan  HI4D 4,400

IN08. . svvss 1268 4222
IS0, e s avene 881G 4,441
100 oo vneee T020 0,570 376
S3371 19,41 1,540
Memo.—Of the 378 reversed In 1900,

T8 are not reversals strietly speaking; G4
of these were sent hack for specinl exnm-
inntion in the ficld: 14 were sent hoack for
test medienl examination; about the same
per cent. for other years prevail.
Amount paild for pensious for acconnt
of Army and Navy from 1866 to June 30,
14500, $2,5028.070,147.18,
Totul amount paid for pensions during
President Grant's first Administration:
(Four yearst ....oocve... £116,136,275.00
Grant's second Administra-
tion . <o« 114.385,907.00
Hayes' Adminvistration, .., 145,322 480400
Average for years 1860 to
1 .. 01.321,176.00

Paid during Mc¢Kinley Administration:

srsssasretsnanman

Second FEAT covevsoreanes JoI8
Third Frar. . covesvesoves JO5;

Memo.—The first year of the MeKinley
Administration earried over all the June
(184022) allowances and paid them out of
the 1804 appropriation, therehy avoiding
a deficieney.

Disbursements for pensions and main-
tennnee of system from July 1, 1865, to
June 30, 1600:

For pensions. ..........32,528072,147.28
FFor medical examinations 16,5852,9:1.58
For salaries and all other
expenses of Burean. ..
For sularies and other ex-
penses of agencies. ...

48,808 623,20

12,614,990.79

Total. vuvvvevevenes 2612020.600.80
The above statement eovers amount of
pensions paid and all other expenses inei-
dent to the maintenance of the service,
PENSIONS.
“High-Water Mark."”

The Iast yenr of the Harrizon Adminis-
tration there was paid out for pensions—
fiscal year ending June 30, 1803—$154,-
SO6,587.04.

In June, 1863, under the Cleveland Ad-
wministration, a Board of HRevision was
created; the action of the previous Ad-
ministration was reviewed, thonsands of
ecnges were redaeed and dropped, so that
for the year 1804, the first year of that
Administration, there was pnid for pen-
sions, $13,986,626,17, or a reduction of
S1G,810,911.87,

Diropped by Board of Revision in 1805,
6,428,

Iteduced by DBoard of Revision in 1803,
20,350,

COMPARATIVE,

Exhilit of droppings from rolls for the
six years ending Juwe 30, 1000, for each
year, viz:

g 1 .‘f "
= E o= 4
. 9 432 ! “E | =8 s
- =] -] 2 22| oFf =
ks B 2| S |8 )80 | B
= | & B| & |= |8 =
1000, .| E5.F00
184, . | 84,345
80N, .| 85,601
1897 ... | 81,00
18940, .| 29,500
18UG..| 27,810
TR0 | 6,680 | 9,50 14,50 36,053 | 200,707
PENSION COURT OF APPEALS,
The fact that different rules and dif-

ferent Interpretations of the same Inws
have been established in the exccution of
pension legislation makes it clearly appar-
ent that a Pension  Court of  Appeals
should be provided, so as to insure the fair
and Impartial judicial setilement of all dis-
puted claims for pensions, in a compotent
court specially suthorized to deal with
such cases. Your admiuistration brought
this subject to the attention of the PPresi-
dent of the United States, and submitted
1 bill for his consideration to carry into
effect the recommendations made to him
us detailed in a letter accompanying the
same. It was afterwards decided to pre
sent the bill to Congress, and it was intro-
duced in both the Senate and the House
of Representatives in the closing days of
the lnst session, too late to be acted upon.
This proposed bill provides what is be-
lieved to be ample ways and means for
promptly anc satisfactorily adjudicating
the more thon 14,0000 appeal ecases now
pending and in a way just to applicants
and to the Government. The full details
of thig measure were submitted to Con-

WASHINGTON, D. C.

—
gress when the bill was intredueed, and to
this interesting data reference is made for
an intelligent understanding of this most
important proposed fegislation.  In view
of the conceded justice aml need of this
measure by leading jnrists of the country,
comrades are urgently requested to do all
in their power to secure its carly passage
by Congrese,

I'he time has eome for promptly dispos-
ing af all appeal enses in the Pension Of-
fire bhefore o jlll|i1'i:l.| tribinual “'ul‘l]l_\' of
the veterans who suvesd this Hepublie to
full frecdom in the 60, From a eareful
consideration of the whale subject your
Commander-in Chief foels that the early
passage of this Pension Court of Appeals
Bill woull felivve public men from a vast
amonunt  of letter  writing and  socnre
prompt justice to all applicants for a pen-
sion, dnd place the Pension. Departinent
ni e busis of Tegal adjndivation of pension
cases, nf onee generally satisfoctory and
commandingly just to all interests eonu-
verned,  Generons pension Iaws are one
thing, and theiv proper and legal exeens
tion is quite apother watter, o the netion
of the Pen<ion Office furuishes alomdant
proof during the past fow ye:

What is veeded, beyoud donbt, is a Pen-
sion Conrt of Appeals to provide interpro-
tutions of the law in a competent conrt,
with high jumdicin]l Tunctions, so that there
shall hereafter e no gromnds for chayz-
inz that politieal ecopsideration of party
poliecy or the personal  idissyneracies ol
pension officiads pervert the trme purpose
of the pension Inws from being impartinliy
carried  out. Your Commamder-in-Chief
Iris given this proposed measore his hearty
support, amd regapdsit as among the most
useful amd most desirahble pension meass
ures ever introdoesd into Congress, It
stiondd early become & law, and so settle
for all time to come the constantly arising
irritations and complaints in the Jine of
pension applieants.  And  this proposed
court would be desirable in settling elaims
for pensious muler the Spanish-Awmeriean
war aud any foture wars.

UNHAI'PY IRRITATIONS,

It is a source of great regret that the
Pension Department s widely eriticised
by a large number of worthy applicnnts
for pensions, under the belief that their
claims are not treatedsin a liberal and just
way, unider the presemt administration of
the pension lnws, Buch a state of feel
ing i greatly to e deployed, for it gives
rise to irritations of an unfortunate and
unhnppy sort.

Your Commander in-Chief has given dil-
igent amd painstaking attention te many

of these complaints, and loyal efforts hiave

been maide to compose the unbhappy feeling
of dissatisfaction that exists in this con-
nection.  The impartind and worthy exeen-
tion of our pension laws unquestionably
calls for great prodence and wisdom on
the part of those charged with the duty
of theie adjudication., TP great wenkness
undonbtadly to be fonnd is the fanlty pres.
ent system in foree in the Pension Office,
Nothing shonld be left to individual inter-
pretation. It is not so wneh the guestion
of oflicials as it s of a proper judicial
system in the execntion of our gencrons
pension laws. With the proposed Pension
Court of Appeals onee duly organized the
whole atmosphere of the Pension Ofice
would be quickly changed into as harmo-
nious amd popular a branch of the Gov-
ernment as are those of the Departments
of the Treasury, of the Postoflice and of
Justice.  For then the lnw would be ef-
fective under high judicial interpretation,
Your Commander-in-Chief believes that
the passage of the proposed Pension Court
of Appeals Bill would bring harmony and
settle, once for all, the vexing questions
and irritations now so pronounced in the
Pension Ofllee, through its wise provisions
for interpreting the pension laws and ahil-
ity to speedily elear the appeal eases now
burdening the files of the Department of
the Interior. And this view, strongly held,
leads 1o the urgent and repeated appenls
made in this addreess for comrades to neg-
leet no opportunity to aid in securing the
passage of this most fmportant and right-
eons measure.  With it peace and concord
and full justice in pension cases wonld be
secured; without it, no end of heart burn-
ings amd irritations will continue,
VETERANS IN PUBLIC SERVICE.
The able aml well-advised reference to
the important topie of “Veterans in the
Public Service™ in the aunual report of
Depnrtment Commander Kay, of New
York, is so pertinent that 1 include a por-
tion herewith, He says:
“Not mueh less important than the pen-
question is that which affects the vit-
ernn in his desive to earn o living, No pen-
sion can eompensate the want of employ-
ment. No lonor ean come to the Govern-
ment that fuils throngh negleet or refuses
to nssist its soldiers and sailors honorably
discharged, by a reasonable preference in
the publie service, particularly those who
volunteer. ® ® 2 \While the people of
the State of New York, throngh popular
vote, have engrufted into the Constitution
a suitable recoznition of the velerans of
the Civil War, giviog them a tangible
preference in the civil serviee, no act of
Congress has ever becn passed throngh
which as a matter of right those whe
served out their terms of enlistiment or
wiere discharged from serviee at the close
of the great war, even thosgh wounded
n dozen times, reeeive any eonsideration
ander the National  Govermmumont in the
pnblie serviee.  Nothing but a recommend-
atory statute, See, 1775, signed Ly our
martyr President, Abraham Lineoln, mo
honored in breach than by obscrvanee, by
Liovermuent and employes nlike, evidenoes
the gratitide—or lick of it—shown by the
Clongeess to the men who saved the Union.
This is not &o through any failure in way
of effort, Time and again, for the past
20 years, attention has been enllod to the
muatter, bills have been introdaced to bring
it. ulmn:. but never mesting with success,”

sH

In view of the long years of carnest ef-
forts put forth by this faithful comrade
in this econnection, spedinl attention is
called to the report of the committee of
which he is Chairman covering fully this
great subject,

PATRIOTIC TEACHING AND CIVICSE,

The subjeet of patriotic teaching and
civies has been a prominent issue in the
pasthistory of the Grand Army, and great
good along all patriotic lines of education
has been the result. The getion taken in
the Department of New York, as set forth
in General Orders No. 6, issued Aug. 9,
1867, may well be referred to as proof of

wolllnlll-nl__nim .
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A limited number of subscribers
awill receive an extra copy this
week. Each is requested to kindly
hand the extra copy to some com-
rade who does not take the paper,
with the end in view of securing
his subseription.

By SILAS W. CROCKER, Co. I, 6th
COPYRIGHT BY

Sufiering and De

[

disnppointment havipg revived us for u:
senson, bot it was not long before hardly
A man in the prison was exempt from one
i more of the prevailing dizseases, moany
b affiicted with several at the
time.  Dinerhen provailed to ao alariing
extent, and was very fatal. Senevy nls
wng very prevaleont, amd cheomatism wia
To these as the weatin

saue

ng

universal,
colder

wis mlded prenmonia, or, os

For the first few dars after we took pix nothing after yon gt n=ed to it
lodging in the stockade thers was but Lit- |
tle sickness and compuratively few deaths, |
the remowal from Boelle Tsland with all jre

| slantly,

UL,

8990

Pa. Reserves, and Co. E, [91st Pa,

S ATTHOR, T,

ath at Salisbury.

soon after our arrival at Salisbuicy he
i and althouegh stoond gt

b T
ny athers was linally foresd to g

f us woere near to give him waier oo
and T lay by Nim the night he
He Jund appeared better, and 1 fell
and when | form ol
Buarnhom was Iying acroess me, cold
death,
FARCICAL ATTEMPTT AT SNELTER,

Taate i the Fall our keepers issusd two

TR
ash [
Hulsy

aonl st i

awole the

ealled it, lung fever, in its most virnlent
form.

It will be remembered that the date of
capture of all the 10,000 older prisoners
was June, July and Auguost, and just af-
ter the severe Wilderness campaign, and
we in the army had long sinee learned to
enrry nothing but what was indispensa-
ble, consgequently when captured we none
of us had much superfinous elothing. It
will nlso be remembered that the binnkets,
shelter teutz, ete., of the older prisoners
were confiscated at the start. Our gor-
ments, too, had been subjected to unusoal
wear since being in prison, so by the time
Wiiter had fairly set in most of us who
had been at Belle Island were already
well-nigh naked, but those brought in lat-
er, being warnily clothed, and the faet that
they gzave up the fight for life and died
foster than the okl hands, enablisl many
poor fellows to seeure better garments by
steipping the bodies of the demd. Al sens
timent amd even sympathy secmed dead,
and we had sunk into a sort of stupor and
indifference for the time which was sim-
ply appalling.

1 witnessed many scenes of extreme suf-
fering, but the whole stockade being one
vast pit of anguish and woe, I soon Le-
canme aceustomed to such things, and was
not mwuch moved by them, 1 will relate
one or  two  incidents, however, which,
hardened as T had become, made a vivid
fpression on my mind.

TWO OUT OF MAXY.

As I was going to the well one day 1
saw a man whom I had often spoken to,
but whose name, if 1 ever knew, 1 have
forgotten, sitting by a tree weeping bitter-
Iy. Thinking to comfort him, I went to
bim nnd asked what was the trouble, ITe
held up a daguerreotype of 4 woman and
two bright-looking  children, nnd said he
wns thinking of them and of his far-off
home in  Massachusetts,  His  manner
toughed my heart, and I could not help
weeping with him, but his sorrow was too
deep 1o be assanged by any sympathy I
could offer, 8o I soon left bim. It hap-
pencd that 1 passed that way nguin late
in the afternoon, and seeing him still sit-
ting there, went to him agnin. The poor
man was dead! s lifeless hamd still
held the picture of his wife and little ones,
I got some comrades to help me earry Lis
Lody to the dead-house, where we laid it
out the hest we conlid, placing the picture
imnder his erogsed hands on his breast, and
it wag probably buried with him. I do
aot know this man's regiment, but remems-
Lwer that he wore a clover leaf badge on
lis ecap, indicating that he belonged to
the Second Corps.

Another sad case was that of Halsey
Burnbham, of my own company. He had
1 wife and three childeen, who had sinee
iis culistment removed  from  their old
Bowe in Pennsylvania to a new one near
sSheboygan, Mich,, where he was to join
‘hem when the war should end. ITe had
‘wen promoted to Corporal in the old
‘owpany, and had shown me many favors.
‘1o stood the test of Belle Island well
15 the best of us, and was remarkably
wod-spirited, often saying when some of

e boys would begin grumbling that “t¥is

“THROW DOWN TiEM EArs oF Cory, YOU THIEVING YANK"

tents to ench squad, These wore designed
to furnish shelter for not more than 30
men, one heing of the common A pattern
and one Siblex, to a squad. They were
oll condemned tents, and fornished little
protection to those who were able to crowd
into them. At the best we conld do there
was not room for half of us in these tents,
Dubois, Rensehler and myself held to our
own dugont, and allowed others to have
our space in the tentz, We also took in
another partuer about this time in the
person of John DBurroughs, a member of
the 18th Pa. Cav, John was n good fel-
low, and said afterward that he owed his
life to the fact of his becoming a mewmber
of “our firm,” as we happened to unusual
good luek soon after he joined us, of which
I shall tell presently.

At last two things we had in abundance
at Salisbury—to wit, air and vermin., I
am satistied that I killed bushels of them
singli~handed. T wonld search my rageed
garments and Kill all 1 could find daily,
but would Lardly get dressed again till
the “varmints” would be galloping over
me in apparently undiminished nombers,
Sometimes we would hold our shirts over

the fire and, giving the gavment a qnick |

shoke, hundreds of the “eritters” wonld
fall. At such times the noise of their
bursting bodies rescmbled that made by
throwing a handful of salt on hot coals.
This seourge was not the least of our
troubles, amd T am confident that their
ravages hurried hundreds of poor ©en to
the grave,
TEMPTING MARTYRS,

Soon as we had been starved dosn un-
til we had become perfectly ““tame,” n-tml|
officers visited the stockade  frequently
nmd urged us to enlist in their army., ‘.I'Iu'_vl
told us that we would not be placed in|
the field to fight our friends, but would
only be asked to do guard duty; that we
wonld get good elothes and plenty to eat,
anid have a jolly time generaliv,

In short, serviee in the rebel army as |
representad by them was a regnlar picnie,
They told us they were doing for us the |
very best they could here. An nr_:rlum-l:ti
used often to intluence our loyalty, which
had quite a flavor of truth in i, and was|
very tempting, was that no cath we ]md!
taken as soldiers in the Uunited States |
Army was binding on us now, because our !
Government had deserted us and bad vir-!
tuanlly sentenced us to our hard fate !Jy‘
refusing to exchange for us, and by this
act was already the first violator of its
contract made with us.

By way of frightening us we were also
tolil that it was a question of only a short
time when we would all die there if we
failed to accept the gracious offer of serv-
ice in the glorious army of the Confed-
eracy; bot as we were already apprised of
that fact the being told of it by these re-
cruiting oflicers had little effect,

1 have never laid claim to more than
ordinary courage and loyalty under the
conditions I have tried to describe ns en-
veloping us in the prison pen at Salis-
bury, yet resolved then and there that oth-
ers might do as they would, but that 1
would never desert the flag of my country,
and the fact that I hed moral courage
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sufficient to hold out faithful to the end
is (in my own estimation, at least) the
brichtest paze in my life's history. My
fecling awl determination in this matter
wias shared by maost of my comvades, and
I do not remember of a single native
Awwerican  enlisting into. the rebwel army
from the stockade nt Salisbury, They in
of instances  lllerally  chose
desth rather than dishonor, for these of-
| fors bezan soon after our arrisal here, and
those graves at Nalishury are a mighty
monument lasting ns onr fug itself to the
| horoie love of country which pervaded the
sonls of these brave men whose edies fill
thent,  With anly the eondition of raising
their right hand to heaven and swearing
all e to the so-called Southern Cone
fusleraey, they could summon moral cpnr-
nze awd fineness to say no, soffering pangs
of hunger and cold which those who have
not experienced enan umlerstand,
ench day adding to their already full cup
of misery, then dying this linzering death,
knowing well beforvhand what the
end would be. Whe bat pateioric Ameri-
eans have made such o recond as this?

thonsands

never

OF conrse, severn] prisoners enlisted into
the rebel army, but the number was reln-
tively very smnll. I nevep Enew just.how
many, ‘but it was sonew ivre hotween two
wand three thonsand., We enlled them “al-
vanized Yutikees” and grected them with
hirsess when they went ontside. It will be
undetstond that they did not go all af ol
i, but in stquadis Two of my eom-
v Germans, went with these. I gaw
on ziiard on the stockade nfterwards,
| I hailed kit and asked for tobaceo, Tle
misle no reply aml pretended not to rece
e me.. I will only add, for the in-
|l"l mation of my own company comradea
| who may see this, that this man came
[back to our camp on Arlington Hights
lil!.ulll June, 1865, dressed in rebiel uni-
| form, reported as an eseaped prisoner, was
| promoted Sergenut by Capt. I". L. Norton
i a few days, and  was  lhonorably digs
Ellli:'i"l'll with the rest of us.

A QUEER CHARACTER.

There was ample opportunity here to
{stidy hmoan  nature in all its many
phases, for the varietivs of men were per-
haps all represented. One would hardly
expect to find many misers in snch a place,
| but in the squad to which T belonged was
|a well-developed  specimen. He was x
i member of my own company, and if I re-
| member riglitly his name was Theodora
Radman. I am not positive as to his name,
fbot he is the man I have spoken of as
l::ruim: through the search at Libby with
a good piir of boots, a silver-cased wateh
and a fine meersehaum pipe. e was quite
an old man, and the privations of the
prison bore heavily on him, but he never
complained.

Finally he beeame so gick and weak
that he conld not edat the prison rations
at all, aml was urged to dispose of either
the pipe or wateh, either of which would
bring him quite a sum in Confederate
money, and or which he mizlit have fared
well for weeks: but his answer always
was that he conld not spare them. He
would not even ecll the buttons off his
coat to proenre better foud. Of conrse he
grew rapidly worse and soon died, more
of starvation than disense, and left his
property to be used by others.

When he died the Orderly-Sergeant
called together the surviving members of
the company and told us that he would
take charge of the things, sell them to
'[llw best advantagze and divide the pro-
ceeds among us,  This was done, and
proved a great blessing to us.

The boots were the means of securing
| me an interview with Richardson, the
New York Tribune correspondent, of whom
|1 have spoken. He, with several others
in the citizens' building, had perfected a
| plan of eseape, and only waited to secure
hoots or shoes that wonld stand a long
tramp. I happened to hear these men
making inquiry for shoes soon after Rad-
{man died, and told them 1 knew of a pair
[(-f hoots for sale, aml Richardson asked
i me to bring them up, and it of the right
| gize he would pay a =zood price for them.
lS-_- I went at onee to Serg't Beleher, who
accompianicd me to the eitizens' building.
The boots were tricd on, pronounced an
Lexcellent fit, and Richardson paid $10 in
| Confederate money for them. This party
| made their escane spon after this  and
| made their way to the Union lines near
Knoxville, going part of the way by the
sime route tinken by me later in the Win-
ter, but I of course knew nothing of this
then. .

I come now to the relation of an event
lin my prison experience which mude it
| possible for me to live to write this story,
| and alse. I am sure, saved the lives of
soveral comrades. 1 have ssid that we
| were given n small quantity of wood ench
day. At first this woml was brought near
the stockmde by a detail of negroes, bat
it was decided by Maj. Gee that the Yan-
kees under his charge were not quire blue-
blooded enonzh to deserve colored waiters,
so they must perform their own drudgery.
THE WaOOD SQUAD,

T do not recolleet the exnct date, but
I was at the small gate one morning early,
wishing for something, I knew not what,
to happen. I have said that this gote
wis on the west side of the stockade, and
was the pluce that all footmen having
business inside the stockade passed in or
ont. I used to go there often, as this was
the only chance to vary the monotony of
prison life. When the gate opened I
conld get n glimpse of the gunard-house
and some of the town bevond, which was
a change and something of a relief. Then
the prison sutler had his store just north
of this gate, and it did me some good to
look over his stock of ancient sweet-po-
tato pies and other dainties, even if I
could not buy a spoonful of his salt,

The gate opened and an officer stepped
inside and said:

“I want 16 prisoners to go out after
wood at onee.”

I went up to him and offered to go be-
fore his words had gotten cold, as I feared
1 would not hear them again. There
wasn't another prisoner near, so I ran to
the quarters of our squad and hurriedly
told them the glorious news. Several of
wy friends, among them Dubois and Hal-
sey Lathrop, of my own company, went
with me to the gate. :

When we arrived the gate was shut
and no oflicer was in sight. The boys be-
gan to acense me of playing them a ervel
practival joke, bringing them out there im
the cold wind for nothing, and I had bee
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