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Tark about military despotism in the
wthing to the despotism of

islands, it

the Commissioner of Pensions over 1,741
+ ]

clorks, thousamls of attorner= and 905,000

pPensioners.

g
THE cost of supporting the New York
City courts has risen in 10 years from 52
cents per capita of the popniation to S1.O3,
or 20 per cent.  And the goality of justice
rendered is, if anything, nouch inferior.
o, S

T following
mitking a knowledze of English olligs
Every Russinn holding an official po
mnst study I In a little while this
svorld will be a comfortable place for an
in to travel about in.

Cear is the Kaiser in

'
n

—— e

Tue mere sayv &0 of the Cominis
Pensions, regardless of Iaws and evide
ofn give or take awny the whole support
of tens of thousands of sged men and
women, No American eitizen ghonld be in
the uncontrolled grasp of any one man.

Sparx hag got ahead of us in one thing:
She has adopted a 24-hour day, which we
shall probably have sense enough to be-
Yore the pext decade opens. There was
enotgh labor and thounght expended over
“A. M. and “P. M.” during the past cen-
tury to have built the Niearagea Canal,

i

Tue Cuoban Copstitution makers have
likely been their own undoing. They are
still under the influence of Spanish ideas,
and want to load the islend down with of-
fice-holders, who will suck everr cent out
of the wealth producers, The business
men bave bad an opportunity to see the
advantages of a simple, cheap American
Government, and are liable to kick the
whole thing over and declare for plain an-
nexation, with a Territorial form of Govs

erument, which would Le thelr sensible
Course,

AMn. Rorerr P. Porten, ex-Superin-
tondent of the Census, savs that at the

present rate of incraase the population of
the country will be 300,000,000 at the be-
ginning of the next century. But there
are forces al work which may reduce this.
The sire of families is decreasing, espe-
cjully in the cities, where the average
family has fallen from five to four. If
the increased strain in life ghould make
¥oung men postpone their marrisge one
year—the average age for marriage is
now Zo—and marry at 26, it would cause
a falling off of 1,000,000 in the annual
births,

THE Star of Hmpire did not boom west-
wand during the last 10 year= at anything
like the rate of any
The center of populntion has been deter-
mined to be about seven miles southenst
of Columbus, lnd., and only 14 miles west
and three miles south of where it was 10
Fears ago, Having struck the vich White
Blver bottoms of Bartholomew County,
Iz, it shows a very nutural disposition to
stay there. It cannot find a better conntry
anywhere, “now sence the countrs’s bin
opened up, snd the mashes dreened, and
the ager and the milk-sick’s gone,” as the
old setilers used to say, But forget :
No real, self-respecting settier in Barthol-
omew County ever admitted for an instant
that there was such a thing us “fever-an'-
ager” or “milk sick™ in his County, “But
they have "em powerfal bad over in the
next Connty,” he would admit,

— =

JUST exactly what iz a in dis-
cussed by Henry C. Morris n ox-
hanstive work, Webster defines a colony
to be a “company or body of paple trans-
planted from their mother country to a
distant one to cultivate and inhabit it, and
remaining subject to the jurisdiction of
the parent State.” Woreester gives a sim-
ilnr definition, but these are not justified
by the etymology of the word., and
meaning for centuries in other lansunees,
It means anything frotn plain farmers to
& collection of people who

preceding  decade.

we

T
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in

its

fire connectod

with another by religions t Mr. Mor
ris insists that the | modern menning
= wond implies “a large number of

who have migrated to a distant
conutry and taken with them their lan-
gunge, cnstoms, laws and all TUCHS ET

fing.” It is pointed ont thnt
not William Penn’s
majority of whom were
Morris says that a « r dillers from 2
dependeoney, In thut the latter o f q

power has imposed upon the
laws, customs and ideas,
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this would
colony, the
Mr.

describio

Goermans,

1|m.!,],.

DE Lessers begzan work on the Pan-
ama Canal Feb, 28, 1881, and it was then
estimated that a tide-water eanal conld be
constructed for $120,000,000, His 2 CeET ]
with the Huex Capal made the enterprise
a popular one with the thrifty Freneh
peasaniry, of whom about S00.000 took
the bonds, from time to time, The money
was squandered and stolen, until when, in
1889, the company was foreed nto hank-
ruptcy, it was estimated that the bonds
and other indebtedness ageregated $450,-
000,000, besides unpaid interest amounting
to §20,000,000 more. Al that there wasx
to show for this immense sum was the
Panamon Railroad, and an amount 6f dig-
ging, estimated at ope-fifth the total. This
was being rapidly destroyed by the tor-
rentinl rains. Now the French want
$100,000,000 for the canal, Buankrupt
sales do not usually realize anything ke

THE 20.h CENTURY AND THE VETERANS,

Gen. Sickles sonnded a Keynote in his
address 1o the Presilent when he urged
liing to signalize the opening of the new
century by some et of signal justice and
liberulity to the aged men and women who
for the last 40 yom= of the dying century
haed Been the country’s mainstay and sure
relin -

There was searcely nosd of more thas a
rerimler to the President of the incaleola-
Mle servives rendersd the country by the
viterans, for he is as fully conscious of

them ns any o,

Nat by any means did their great serv-
ices to the country end when they wore
mustered ont.  Appomattex and the other
surrenders which followed were only de-
cisive beeanse the men who had com-
pelledl those events were still within cnsy
call and reads at any {ime to compel by
foree the abiding by the terms
This was nll that secured the

physienl
then made,
peaceful reconstraction of the country and
its nndisturhed progress toward prosperity
and greatness. With LOUO000 rebels laty
Iy in aruoee, still Yiving in the South, with
them all more or less embittersd by their
defeat, and by the radieal changes in busi-
which followed
the ecountry

‘t{'i-:l‘l"
tronhles,

ness, “ociety, politics, eto,,
the war, it
throngh

is amaxing that
Lhe

onthrenks

passed sneceeding
withont aid

That it was able to do =0 whs wholly dne
to the inflexibly firm attitude of the vet
veans, who, thongl dischavged and Tollow-

serions

ing peaceful pursnit=, wereé searcely  less
i power than thes Lad been ns an organ-
ized army, TFour years of the most ter
rific fighting the world had ever seen hiad
tempered and welded them into an ineom-
parable moral and physical power, which
the Governnie of the United States
conld wield with resistless foree in any
direction that sound pnblic poliey dictated,
It was kuowledge of their prowess s
their eolidarity which compelled the
French to Tirey out of Mexico and the
Lritish to agree to the Geneva Conven-
Napoleon 11 knew thnt no foree he
conld send to Mexico could make the
slightest  headway  against  them, and
Great Britain was quite willing to pay
S15.000,000 1o gave Canada from nn invn-
sion that they were only too willing to
make.  They, amd ouly ther, saved the
country from the horrors of civil war in
18746,

Amd so, ever sinee, throngh all the com-
motions, the turmeils, the threntensd up-
hesivals which menaced the very founda-
tions of soviety, she vetorans have been
the bulwark and relinnce of the country.,
No matter who e€lse wandered off after
strange gods, they were found true to the
highest and best interests of the country;
they threw atl their immense moral power
solidly on the right side, and were as
ready as ever to follow it up with their
physical strength as far as their strength
would go.

The veterans were the
movement for the war against Bpain, and
when the yellow papers started their eru-
sade on embalmed beisf and the horrors of
camp life, the veterans simply laughed
them oot of court.,

So it has been all the time. Any man
saying or proposing unything against the
highest hopor of the country has at once
enconitersd the fleree wrath of the vet-
erans,

Now, after 40 years of unequaled serv-

ices, how are the vetersine to be trented
in the years that may be vouchsafed them
in this century ?
Is there to be a man in the Pension Bu-
rean, ns there has been for the past seven
vears, whose every utteranee will be & de-
nitl of the gervices of the veterans s a
class, an impugnment of their honesty and
honor, a speer at their wounnds and dis-
nbilities?

Are they to continne to be treated as if
they, of all the creditors of the Govern-
ment, were eseentinlly dishopest and must
be treated with a_harshness and suspicion
not shown toward any other clnss?

Ate lnws passed for their benefit to be
scornfully nullified, and money appropri-
ated to meet their just elaims returned to
the Treasury unexpended, for the purpose
of building vp some oficial’s reputation as
an econowist?

Is the practice to go on that no man’s or
woman's ¢laim, no matter how just or well
proven, is to be allowed until some one
dies and makes a place on the roll for him
or her?

We do not beliste it. We have confi-
dende that now, with his hands far freer
thin they have been sinee he entered of-
fice, P'resident MeKinley will find time to
make a personal investigution of the man-
agement of the Pension Bureau nnd insti-
tute reforms which his own sense of jus-
tice will suggest, independeat of the wide-
spread complaints that have been reaching
him for years,

So mote it be,

tion.

backbone of the

Tuere is a good deal of absurdity in
this tnlk about reorganizing the IDemocrat-
ic party and putting up uew leaders. No
man nor set of men out-of-linnd,
mnke, reorganize or destroy a party. That
i¥ n matter which mnst be done by a very
econsiderable portion of the peaple. acting
together, and all that the would-be lend-
ere have to Jdo is to watch the process,
and take advantoge of it when it has
reached the proper stage. No man nor
et of men can radically change either the
Republican or Democratic party. Iach of
those parties is the expression of the will
of several millions of people, and they can
only be ehanged when those peaple change
their minds.  As long as some 6,000,000
people think pretty much as they did last
Fall the Demo ie party is going to re-
main substanti And it is the
snme with the leadership. A leader is uot
ned ns a Colonel He is de
rom the people them-
Mr, the unquestioned
lesader of the Democracy, and iz going to
remain o until a new and stronger man

cuan,

as it is.

commis is.
veloped

st vieH,

Amaong

Bryan is

l!"\"!l-[r”. of which we se¢ ho present
signs. Never in the Listory of the eonn
try Lns the Democentic party been so

poorly represented in Congress and in the
States as today. There seems to be ab-
solutely man anywhere of suclh Na-
tional importance as to promise rivaley
with Bryan., At times Gorman, of Mary-
land: Hill, of New York; Boles, of lowa:
Suwith, of New Jersoy; Patterson, of Penn-
sxlvania; Carlisle, of Keéntueky:; Matthews.
of Indiana, and Bailey. of Texas, seemed
likely to forge to the front as great Na-
tiounl leaders of the Demberacy, but they
have one by one fallen by the wagside
Bailey, who seems to have more elements
of leadership than any of them, is still in
the ring, muking a fight for the Senator-
ship from Texas. If he sueceeds, as seems
likely, he may bave & great future. The
biggest man the Democrats have in the
Senatg today is Senator Morgan, of Ala-
bama, and he seems hopelessly ont of ge-
cord with most of the present Ideas of Fis
party. Except Bailey. there is no present
promise of nny exceptionally able man ap-

no

thut proportion of value.

pearing on that side in the next Congress.

T00 MUCH POWER FOR THE COMMIS-
STONIR.

The Commistioner of Ponsions exervises
far more arbitrary awl
than any other officer of the

He has antocratie, nnolecked
over more money #id more people than
any monarch in Europe, outside the Czar
of Russin,

This is ontrageously un-American and
shonld be reformed at onee.

The Commissioner hns absalute eontrol
of the allowances to 993,000 people, and at
his discretion ean give to or take awny
what is to tens of thonsands of them their
only means of livelihood and support. This
is entirely too great a power to e exer-
cised withont check or vestraint any
one man in the Taited States,

The Commissioner has the dishursement

despotico

calityul

by

of BH5000,0000 g year, and can at his
pleasare ent this down or ine ¢ it mil-
lions of dollnrs. This is a diseretion far

exceeding that enjoxved by any other of-
ficer of the Government, and is entirely
too much for nny one mwan to have,

Every week the
upon theusands of claims, moaoy of them
involving the whole support of aged men
und women, and ean allow, or disallow,
any and all of the
ent whims, vagaries, hallucinations, preju-
rpersonnl feclings, I there

Commissioner

DaAsses

according to his pres-

tlices or

is substantially no redress or apy This
is prossiy nn-American,
The Commissioner is the final 1 sihso-

Iute judge of all evidence, Inw and equity.
e makes the Inws nml s
shall itrary
Ametican idea and principle.

Ile the dispotic power over
every attorney that appears bhefore him in
the intercst of claimants, and ean, at his
pleasure. juflict the severest punishments
upon him,

All
ibly to the necd of a Conrt of Pension Ap-
penls to snpervise, eantrol and regnlate the
Commissioner.

what they

cherizhed

mean, 10 eYVers

lins Hist

fons point irveslst

these conside

Ir we buy the Danish West Indies we

will get in fee sir ¢ one of the oldest
and most widely known of legends—that

of Bluebeard. Tt iz not an Asiatic story,
ne most of the tellers it, nor a
French one. ss the rest it belongs
to 8t. Thomas, and the town of Charlotte
Amalie, as the principn! city on the island
is officially nnmed. The 1 al story is guite
different’ from the one in the highly-eol-
oredd picture-books, and makes Blue-
beard to be a better sort of & man, In
reality, Le and his Lrother-in-lew, Black
beard, were pirates, who had discovered
the possibilities of St. Thomas as n base
of operutions agniust the Spanish treas-
ure-galleons, and  settled there, dividing
the dominion of. the island Dbetween them
and enach building a strong castle for the
protection of his ships followers.
Each fellow rman his independ-
ently, only joining together when some
Job enme up too big for one, Mp: Blue-
beard was the sister of Blackbeard, and a
lady of very jealons Any
Indy in the settlement whom ghe suspeectod
of attracting Bluebeard's attention was
sure to sucenmb in some mystorious wny
to the climate nnd be fitted with a head-
stone in the neighboring cemetery., As
there wore none-too-mnny women on the
island at best, Biuebeard hiad to restrain
hi=s wife, and he started in to do o0 by cut-
ting off her own head., Iy was then that
she sont Rister Ann up into the tower to
gignnl her brother Blackbeard, who ar-
rived just in the nick of time., Probably
he only wanted some such excuse for get-
ing rid of his brother-in-law and grahbing
hix estate, The moral in the commonly-re
ceived story seems to be that Indies shonld
restrain theic hus-
band’s previous love affairs, and that hos-
bands should their tendency to
snnp off thelr wives” heads to a reasonable
numbier, say seven or cight,  If Bluebeard
had leen content with decapitating eight
wives no one wonld have interfered with
his family affairs, though the neighbor-
hood might have thought be
more than his share of the muarriagenble
tut there doos not seem to be any

make

ont

o

business

disposition,

their curiosity about

repress

wis tting

girls.
ioral at all to the St, Thomas story.
— -

Ecnorre has long bheen taking our back-

| number veapers,  cxpired-patent sewing
wachines, ete.  Awerican people demand
improvements every your on their ma-

chines, and have no use for anything that
is ont of date. The manufacturers, how
ever, find a profitsble mardet for
acroxs the Atlantie, A sewing machine, a
reaper, or apy machine of the model of
181K, or even of 1870, which would be un-
salable In this emintry, iz plenty good
enough for Earopeans, The manifae-
turers, having all the patterns and meth-
ody, can make them cheaper than newly-
improved machines, and so a great deal of
profit acerues out of this trade. Now it
seems that they are to take our baok-tiam-
ber ghows, An American circus traveled
throtigh Earope last Snmmer, and awnk-
enedd the wildest enthusinsm wherever it
went.  In Germany, particnlarly, the peo
ple eould not get enomgh of it The pro-
prietor has decided to lvave it in Boavepe
permanently, and get up something entire
Iy mew aud fresh for this country, Ile
says that the old-fashioned circos has got
to go, and be replaced by an entirely new
range of attractions, Al the same, the
old-faskioned eircus hins irs fascinutions,
m— ——

The G. AL, mwen of Cleveland bave
received an appeal from Denver, signed
by the Mayor, the President of the Chnm-
ber of Commerce. the Commander of {lie
Loynal Legion, aml the Department Com-
manderand Past Department Comnninnders
of the Wroming and Colorndo G, A, I,
requesting that the efforts being made 1o
get the G, AL IL National Enenmpment (o
Cleveland this year be suspended until
Denver has had "an opportunity to con
clude its negatiations with the railroads.
upon which depends its own chianee for the
Encumpment as first cholee,

- - -

Tuar horny-havded workingmnn, Dick
Croker, hus just paid £20,000 for u string
of §ix thorooghbred Kentucky colts,

Lhiesn

SorTR CAnorLisa beat all the other
States in the South last year in building
cotton mills, This gives a ray of hope
that John C, Calboyn and Jeff Davis ure
being slowly but surely forgetten, The
whir of factories and pulsations of pew en-
terprises arve soyercign remedies for the
malarin of those old poison-breeders.

. & -

TuE rallroad statisticians state that
from 5 to 98 per cent, of the wage ex-
penditnres of railroads goes to the lower-
salaried employes of all kinds, and that
not to execed 5 per cent,, and more gon-
crally only 3 per cent., goes to officials.
The DPennsyivapia Railroad's report for
100 shows that 30,088,274 was paid to the
trackmen, engineers, conductors, telegra-
phers, ete, ete,, and bat $242.560, all told.
to the President, Viee-Presidents, Gen-
cral Managers, and similar high-grade of-

ficials,

power |

vernment. |

| sulk

Coyrighted, 1659, by 1k publishers of THE NaATIONAL
Tmexe,

A Few Days' Experience With ‘'Gentle, Low-
ins Kine."

Ready, resoureefnl and cheerful ns Shad
Grabam had bhepetoalore shown himself for
every duty and in every emergency, he
drew o decided Tine at cattle driving, and
wonld have absolutely none of it

shorty, as nsual, arter his first burst of
temoper, and cursing by name everybody in
the nrmy, from Gen. Sherman down, hid
aveepted the sitmation, nnd energeucalls
set about making the best of #.

But Bhad was grieved to the heart by
the downfall of his expectations of some
special gervice of thrilling importanee, and
¥ refused to take the least inteiest
in the herd, orin getting it on to its desti-
nution. ossibly his associntion with the
Engineers had something to do with his
Aversion,

“1 know somehady’s got to do the Com
missary aet, and it's very necessury,” he

said in reply o Si's remonsteances, “hut
let 1t Be those fellows whose minids ran
to ments and groceries. It ain't in my
line, L'l dig ditches aud make roads and

Imld bridges, and do all that sort of drad-
gery just 4% hard as apybody, but 1 sim
ply won't associate with eattle nud hogs
ol any terms. It used to break my heont
to have tocbring up the cow to milk, amd
I've heen whippssl oftencer about it than
auything else. ' go dlong with you, be
canse that’s now the best way to get to
the army, but 'll only be a passenger, You
tiake charge of the whele ootfit. Yon un-
dersstund cattle and kuow how to mannpge
them,  Yon take command. 'l be respon
sible for all yon do, so you see I'm not
shirking my share,”

As was habitual with Si, when he saw
hies hinel 1o do o thing, he went at it with all
his might and cheerfully.

“It's all right, boys,” he called out
blithely. “It's only a two or thiee days’
march to our regimenis at Atlanta, a sort
of a pleasant promenade, amd we'll have
the cattle for eompiny. always liked to
drive cattle wi 1 was at home, They're
so auiet nnd steady-going that they're no
bother at all, like hogs and sheep, who're
always cutting up didoes,  Jake, deploy
out a few of your men on both sides of the
romd there, and Keep the cattle together
ns they come acrass the crick, and me aml
Shorty will count “em. Monty, you aml
Harry toke disténce down the rond there,
one on ench side, and count, too, so that

—

| howiks D

erived from him his horses and those of
his helpers, and saw them rush off for the
trinin.  Si sent Sandy over with the Ldieu-
tenant’s horse for Shud and took the next
best himseif,

“Now, salll Si enconragingly,
“there's going to be no trouble ahout this,
All that's veymired in driving enitle is a lit-
tle patience aml knaek. They're the best
amd kindliest things in the world, it they're
only handled right. There's a great deal
o matural cussidness in pigs and sheep,
bnt cattle’s naturally goml. Treat ‘em
gently and kindly, and you're nll right.
Jake, von take S0 men, go down the erick
n little war, deplor them nround in the
rear of the herd and rosh "em forwand. Re
sure and don't skip nope.  Search the
brosh thoronghly for ‘em. 1I'l go down
nnsd fimd this le steer, this Jo Wheeler,
as thes en!l him, sind tart him acrost the
crick myself, and I think the rest’ll foller
all right. Them other fellors have heen
nngeing and retting hing until they ' ve got
Do wild,™

“Where is this Jo Wheeler, Iete?"
asked., coming up to that yourh, who,
livious to the waorries of his seniors, v
eniploying his leisure in trying to be v
a fish to bite nt 8 fnt grob worm he hnd
fontisl in the rotting woosd and fixed to a
Lad taken feom his pocket,

oh

as to almost keock him onte his knees,
Wheeler had been aroumd the army lo
ecnough to kpow that that “position was ne
lenger tenable,” and as e did not
time to think of any other way, he sturted
on a gallop back on that on which he had
Just come,
Si gathered his hat fall of the dornicks,
wid into his saddle and galloped after
him, flinging a stone after him at every op-
portunity, amnd accompanying it with a vol
ley of “Dnmb yon!” Consarn  yon?™
“Plngne take yon,” amd similar Wnbash
expletives boiling ont at white heat.

“I« they come! Here they  come!
Clear the traeck, everyhods,” selled Short)
lsughing, az they came in sight, T Y
eviery ecent I've got. twa to one, on the ha
sy of Bullbief, and damnoes] b
everylwdy in the army. Who'll rake it°
Three to one, aml no offers.  Homp vour
Si, he'x n-gaining on yon. Push o
I'on't throw stones and sweq
not kiml.  Always treat

ot

foy i
hiv partaer, who didged as it whizzed b
| i

| ®i wae landing the stones with s

h ef

——

“HERE THEY COME!
“The Inst enw that white-faced
skoezicl 1 Pote, indifferentiy,

time 1
ANREWET

there won't be no mistake. Alf, Gid
Sandy and Pele, yon go Jown ¢
eriek and skirmish "round and help hos
the bensts over, The st of you
over and hide behind those co
s0's ns not to. geare the cittle by &
too big & crowd.  Keep hid till they've |
passed, It coasy ¢nongh driving stock i1
vou only go about it vight. It's all in the |
knack.™

'J"l"}' conld 'll’“f!l" the locomotive whistle
sounding impatiently for the men to cote
aboard. :

“Hurry up, Lieutenant,” said Lieut. Er-
mentront,  *They're enlling loud for me”

“Huarry up, yourself,” said 8i. “"We're
ready 1o takg yonr cattle as soon as yon
paxs them over the erick to ns,  Stnrt 'em
over,"

“Here, rnsh those bensts along, What's
the matter with yon?" yelled the Lieuten-
nngback to his moen.

“We ean’t., L't
skeered o' something over there,”
back the men.

“Puat the gads to "ent.
relled the Lieutenant.

**We have, and it don’t de no good,”
shonted the men back., We've nearly lick-
e the hides offen some aml it ouly scems
to make ‘ém worse, They seem to smell
something, Muost be something dead over
there.”

“Nothing dead aronnd here hut my am-
bition,” remarked  Shad.,  saturninely.
“Thnt ong t to seave them.™

“No, there's nothing desd around here,”
answersd the Lientenanut, “It's probably
the only place in Northern Georgin where
there ain't.  Lick old Jo Wheeler there,
across the ford, and the rest’l]l follow,”

“We enll that Jead steer, with the bwell
on, Jo Wheeler,” explained Lie Frmen
» Mhecanse be's stich o ronner, and he |

won't hadge. They're
yelled

Make "em come,”

§ runs faster when be comes near
infantry.”
“Weve tried it, and it dou’t do no

good,” they yelled back. “He just runs
‘round and "round, and bides in the brush,
i must smell something.””

“Singularly delicate nose, that, for ans
one aronnd this army,” commented Shad,
“Can’t have been long in the serviee”

“Mehbe he smells that mest 1 mashed
up at the station,” remarked Shorty, with
returning good lnmor.  “Pessibly it was
the remains of a loved relative.”

“It’s likely the smell and sight o
many strangers,” sugeested the more prac-
tical 8. “Here, yon fellers, up tLr-ri'-;
move down below the road and get to lee-
ward, You're not a buneh o' roses, nohow,
after being eooped up on that steambonat
and the curs.”

Still the eattle grew momentarily more
fractious and unruly., The drivers would
ig=h them down to the edge of the creck,
when they would snort, throw up their
tiils nodd dash baek throngh the hrush,

The whistles from the engine beenme
more imperative, “Say, send some of
your men across the creck there to help

begged the

mine get the drove acruss,”
Lientenant, “I'm afraid thy won't wait |

HO

for me on that train, and it's the lust
chance I'll have, I must got buek.”
“Searcely,” snid Shad, who saw an op-

portinity of evading the duoty,
niess s to deliver the eattle 10
the ereck. We've no orders to go over
there after them. We were simply to
march up the bank of the ereck and wait
there, If you want us to drive your enttle,
you must bring them over here. We nin't
going after them. They'l be trouble
enongh after we get them., We ain't going
around hagting for trouble,”

The Lictitenant sat on his horse and
watched the growing commotion in his
herd with deep distress depicted on his
fave. *I most get back on that teain,” he
gaid 1o Si and Shorty. “I've been in the
ficld now sinee the very first and never
nsked for a farlough till now. My mothor
is not in good health, and 1) s no tell
ing how long ghe'd live,  I'd like to see her
Giee more,”

“Too bad, bt most of us have mothers
that we'd like to see,” remnrked Ri, but
with a touch of sywpathy in his yoice,
“Buat they'll have to wait until the cam-
paign is over.”

“Besides,”  eontinued the Lieatenant,
his face growing ko rod that it showed
throngh the tau, *I'm engaged to be mar-
ried to a giel who's waited for me eyer
sinee [ first enlisted, in 1861, 1 hate to!
usk her o wait-uny I Besides, it |
ain't safe. There's a widower with a big |
farmn after her, and her father and mother
favor him.”

“You go right over there and take that
train," maid Si decidedly, “We'll look
ufter your cattle.”

“That we will,” echoed Shorty, with
even more decision.  “Get back home ns
quick as you can, if there's a rich widower

“Your busi-
us this side

| “he’d started with his hen

ns he o se to n nibble,
vl tail up for
a circus there

v o jerk in Tesy

Chnttanoogn, ns if there wi

aidd e must see the pavade.”

And Peter carefully east his hook for
another trial,

“Here, drop that pole, put that hook-
and-line back in your pocket, and "tend to
vour busipess, I'ote,” said 8i irritabls.

I'"l'll-- nited States ain't paying you £16
n month to entel sunfish. Come with me

and find that steer, and be quick about it.” |

ot & lost opportunity, but
o ind the two started in
hierd leader, The cattle

I'etiee sighed
pit np hi= to
search of the

were all now quietly browzing around in |

Several red steers wey
found, but none of them had the wlhite
face, the erop in the left ear. amd the
other distinguishing characteristics of the
enght-for Jo Wheeler. That individual
soomed to hove disanpesred as utterly as
if the earth had swallowed him. Si begnn
to be feverish, as the afternoon was pass-
ing away. He g 1 back to Jake Dye,
to find that wll the rear of the herd had
been  elossdd up, but there wus no Jo
Wheeler umong them.

the Mittle valler,

“Where in time can that measly wind-
sucker be?" said Si, wiping his face and
makin ther tour of the caltle,

He mnde o vain effort 1o have one of
the other ved steéers assume the lead, hat
ench of tliem, after being nrged forward o
little ways, woulldl suddenly slip off to one
i prisentls fall to gquiectly munch
o grass, while the other cattle would
not pay suflicient attention to the perform-
ance to look up from their hrowzing.

Ri sent Shorty buck for some more of
the men, . : as a skirmish
line to ngh the hord, and the

., in =enreh of a red steer
o & bell ou, and & cvop in

grouml It o
with o white
his left enr,

A o sitg hiour was spent in this vain
senrveh, aml B lost his temper as fae as to
mnke some facrimonlons réemarks to Jake
Dye gmd his men about their carelessness
in g to the rear, which had let the
st Clns.

8 stopped on a little knoll not far from
the ford, to think over what to do next,
nnd gather in bis lieutenants for further
directions,

Pete took advantage of the lull to look
around for another worm to bait his hook.
He presently yvelted:

“Surjint, there's that confonnded steer,
hid in that boneh o ecedars there, He's
bin there nll the time, standing so still
thnt he hnin't even tinkled his bell. That's
just like an ox. That's just what makes
me despise nn ox.”

Bi rushed up there, to find Jo Wheeler
gnzing with mildly contemplative, indif-
ferent eyes upon the tarmoil aronud him,
as if i was o mattgr in which he hod only
the most langnid and spectacalar interest.

Time was so important that 8i viclently
restrained his angry desire to rush at the
bulloek with his whip, Besides, he re-
membered his admonitions to his men as
to kindliness. IIe moved quietly aroond
to the rear nnd ordered him ont,

Jo Wheeler's mood underwent a light-
ning transfortation. tefore Si could
think he suddenly hed ont of the copse
and started on a gallop up the creek, to
the et nnd away from the ford, a way
that none of them had 2o far shown the
slightest desive to go. The others as swd-
denly stopped their browsing and started
aftor him on o demd run.

Si jumped into the saddle and started
after, circling aronnd to head him off.

“Dumbed if 1 saw a horoed critter
rin 1 my life” exclnimed Si, as he
stopped to resene his hat from the bhrush,
“Must be crosseid with a deer. I'd like to
send him back to Tnjinnny to trot in single
hnrness for o prize.  But he ean’t keep up
that gait for ] Nothing coverdd with
aole leather

Int n mile had been passed, and Jo
Wiheeler's wind and bottom seemed nunim-
paired in the least, Though Si had a good
horse, and conld ride him for all that he
was worth, he had tecuble Keeping Jo
in sight.

*“Think T'd like to have that steer.” re-
mnrked Shorty, “and get the contract for
carrving the fast muail to San Francisco.
Don’t think he'll stop in Chattynoogy,
wants to see friends in Nashville,”

But a half mile farther Jo Wheeler
soemidl  ta conclude that over-exercise
might be bad for his heart. He whirled
siddenly 1o the left and plunged into a
aw thicket, where he stood as mo-

nnd sileut as if earved out of
The others stopped, lolled out their
tongues and panted.

But e vould not play that trick twice
on Ni, whe was old enough skirmisher to
watell for the bushes shaking. He rode
carefully to a little knoll in front of the

=0 is

15,
o

after your girk.  Don't lose a minute.
Wonldn't trust a widower Yar's you could
sling an ox by the tail”

“You give me your word of honor that
s DO cattle over there?” asked Sias
i finul precaution,

“1 give you my Solemn word of honor,
as an officer nod 0 gentleman, that there
are 501 over there.”

“All right,” auswersd Bi. “Break for
your train and save your girl from that
widower, at any ¢ost. May vou be happy
and have lots o' children, We'll take care
o' your herd ull right. T've bin used to
eattle all my life sod know just how to
manage ‘em.” a3

Si and Shorty and Jake Dye went ove
the creck with the l.iuutm{nt, a::d ‘rt:f

copse, and as he looked back from it he

| eonhl see the country around the ford, and

the cattle still twrmoiling aroond  there,
ntterly refusing to sturt across the ereek.

is patience was clear exhaunsted, and, be-
sides, he was so far away that any exhi-
bition of tomper would not have a bad ef-
fect on the boys, There were piles of large
rounded pebbles, called “dornicks” by the
people of that country, just the size for a
stroug mun to hurl with deadly effect, Si
picked up one of these and threw it into
the bruash with all the might that Aaming
rage could lend to his stalwart arm, and
when Si threw a stone it waos no joke, Tt
hit Jo Wheeler's side with a whack like n
note on a bass drom, and startled him
from his weditntions on what foals men

CLEAR THE TrRAacCk, EVERYBODY ™

feet on Jo Wheeler that when the Intter
ronehed the ford he turned and dashed
actoss it and up the hill on the other =i
still rollowed by Si, d be by the eattle,
who no longer showed antipathy when
they saw their leader go. They went over
with sach a rush now that Monty and
Harry could not mnke an aceurate count.
But ti were certain thsat fully 500 hod
poassed, nnd wounld have been willing to
make the number near double,

The eattle continued moving at a rate
i“'lli'h promised to make op a good deal
| thut was lost by their previons stubborn-
lness,  Jo Wheeler mnintained his lead,
d paced alopg at a gait which kept Si's
ree moving, Riding by the side of Shad
ham, 8i would look back from each
| rise and note with satisfaction the mile-
long column pressing on throongzh the nar-
row valley. As there were clenred fields
on either side of the road, there was now
| little difficulty in keeping the cattle to-
gether,  But 8i began o fear that he
pace at which they were going would soon
hreak them down, and he tried to get Jo
Wheeler to strike o slower gnit, That er-
ratie individual, however, had ideas of his
own as to traveling, and showed such dis-
inclingtion to be interfered with that Si,
nfter severn!l attempts, pradently let him
have his own way, especially as they woere
now gaoing over a hill, whick had brush on
either side the romd, and offered endless
possibilities of seatterment.

They descended into a wide, open valler,
whirch struck 8i at once as a good place for
rounding up and bedding down the cattle
for the uight, and also to graze them for
an hour or two in the morning. The sun
wis now beginning to sink behind the
mountains, and it wonlid be soon necessary
to stop. e brought all his herding skill
to bear. He got Shad, Shorty and the rest
of the moantd men immediately behind
him on the right side of the moving line,
anid as the eolomn descended onto the
plain, began to press its head slowly amd
carefully over townrd the left. Jo Wh 4
bore off to the left to keep a distance fron
the horsemen closing quictly and persist-
ently in upon him, slowed down, and pres-
ently found himself deseribing a wide eir-
cle around the yvalley, coming back toward
where he entered it
herd was “milling™
satisfactory munner, with the horsemen
gradually contracting the cirele, At length
Jo Wheeler stopped, gnzed contemplotively
for a minnte or more on the darkling
mountain tops and meditated on the muw-
wility of mwundane afinirs and the vicissi
trdes in an ox’s life, Then his fore knees
siddenly bent, but his haunches came first
to the grouud, and without any apparent
preliminaries.  He continued his specula-
tive gnze on the mountain crests, gave a
resounding sigh over the vanity of bovine
existence and man's inhumanity to the
whole horned race, and then begun delib-
erntely chewing his end, and sinking into
itl‘v[u‘l‘ and deeper reflections. The rest
followed his example, and soon the whole
herd was lying in a compact mass, en-
gagml in contented rapiination.

“Must be some fun about being a steer,
after all,” remurked Shorty, gaziug on the
seene, “He eats his grub twice and swal-
lows it three times, and so gets at least
twice ns much good ont of it. But, then,
when e hain’t none, he must be twice as
hungry as other people.”™

“We're all right, pow.” said 8i satis-
fiedly, he disposed his men for the
night and came back -to take a last look at
the herd before it beenme ton dark,. “We
hstdd & litthe tronble starting them, bheenuse
we were strange to them, and they st
to us. DBut we done that rounding up in
grest shape. Oldest cow punchier in Amer-
iea ¢onldn’t have done it better. I'll make
a detail diveectly, to take turns riding
berd all  night, and  keeping  from by
ing disturbed, and  tomorrow  morn-
ing we'll just unwind “em just the way we
wound ‘em op to-night, and =tart "em right
along without any trouble, All we've gof
to do is to keep 'em from being disturbed
to-night, and 1 don't think there’H be any
trouble about that, for there ain't anythiog
alive in this part of the country.  What
ain't been Killed has been scared off.
think my strongest point is stock, and 1'll
wo into stockraising and bhawdling, after
the war, There's a pile o' money in it for
a muan's who's built for the bn o™

“If you heave another dornick go close
to my hewd as thut'n to-day, you're lHable
not to live to sce the end of the war”

It

aronnd in the most

L

-—

marked Shorty, as they sanntered back to
| the fire for their coffee and crackers. “Youn

throw stones too well to make it funny,
I'd rather have a rebel flinging shells at
me,"”

The erisp evening aic was redolent of
the fragrance of boiling coffee and frying
meat. The tired partners sat down in
deep content to a full meal of the grateful
vinnds furnished by the Commissary.
“Diriving cattle isn't so bad. after all,"
remarked Shofty, as the mollifying effects
of a good supper began to make them-
selves felt, *1 guess I'd abont as soon go
on to Atlanty this way as any other.”
“Sooner go this way than be cooped up
on the cars,” echoed 8i, contentedly.

A white mule, which had escaped from
hix corral, or had been turned loose to die
in the Summer, had surveyed the scene
from the hill top, which had been his
refuge and range during his period of free-
dom. The sight of “ae fires and the smell
of the coffee nnd meat brought homesick-
nexs to his hybridized heart. It brought
back memoriez of the happy days of com-
panionship with his fellows, of regular ra-

himve |

Presently the whole |

were who tried to drive cattle. Before he | grant, filling hay, with the sonlfnl volee of
could formulate his idéns another one | the teamster lifted in curdling profanity,
struock him on the romp with such foree
.lll

He wonld rise and go back to his home,
nd the-bins of forage, for which his soul
hungered.  He stole down the hill like
La ghost and approached the fires.

The cattle saw him and bhegan to throw
np their heads and sniff, Rome labored to
| their feet,

“Nometling’s searing them beasts" said
Si, stopping. flling his pipe, and looking
xiously at the herd. “What con it be?
Can't be o wolves or painters in these
mountains, aml all the dogs was starved
out long ngoe,”

Their campfire of pitech pine sent a
hright benm of licht directly into the i~
ter of the herd, where Jo Wheeler bud
risen to his nimble feet.

"I\;upp quiet, boys, so I can Hsten,” said

=i “Shorty, yon circle down quistly to
he vight, amd UH take the lefr, and see

vol ¢an see ansthing, Make as little noge
tx yon ent and Keep a few rods away frbm
the herd.”

The mnle hiad by this time
var. and mentioned s b
ition rattons, his abject loneliness and his
Aunilness at hinding old friends in 8 series
of brayg so lowd that they pealed back
rom the neighboring hiils,

That was enough for Jo Wheeler.

With

a bellow of fright, and head and tail up, he
struck ont for the ueighboring hills 4 if
shot from o contapult. There was a rush
as of mizhiy waters, as every one of the
MM eattle. with eluttering horns and hoofs,
'1."”""'" madly nway in the gloom, leaving
St almost paralyzed with dismay,
be continued.)
— - - ——
“ISITIATIVE and referendum™
piy big soinding words, which some men
believs in beeause they eannot understaml

are sime-

them. That is, the kind of men who al-
ways belicve Iently in anything they
can’t understand, belivvs in them, Think-

inz men see no god to come from this
chimerieal There is no need of
an “initiMive” in this countr
day that Congr i
can get almost - kind of a bill he wishes
introdoeed. A ferendum™ is equally
unnecessary, where every member of Con-
gress mus=t come back nt the end of two
years to give an nccount of his steward-
ship to his constituents, and receive their
istructions as to the poliey they expect
him to pursue in the future. If there has
heen any Inw passed thuat they do not like,
they will not be reticent abont it, nor will
the gentleman of the opposite parts, who
wants his seal,
-

Ir the Boers hnd done ns well at the he-
ginning as they are doing now, thera
would have been a diferent story to tell
| But both sides seem to learn the trade of
war, and it seems that the Boers ara
learning it fastor than the British,

.
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ererywhere  will
Comeade I*. H. Coney’s

The

with regret

velerans

that

eves beonme so affects] by the heat ¢
glare of the sun at the Chirng
ment that he Lons been soffe

with them ever since.  An f
by an oceulist showed that his ri
wis in chy gor of beingz lost entirely.
IF'or seven weeks lie was confined to

durkened room nnd prohib
ing aud writing. FHe is
slowly, and has hopes of
worml condition,

Gien. Victor Vifaguin

itedl from rea
now Mecovering

be
snbiject of many editorials by the mushy
4

will now the

writers who cannot see any Jdifference be-
| tween fighting for the Government and
| agninst it, He declingd to muke one of
n party to give & public réception and hon-
ors to 1. Fitzhugh Lee at Lincoln, Neb,
He as his reason that Gen. Lee had
harne arms against the United States,
| The guszhers will have trouble finding any
fault with Gen, Vifgnin's record.  After
serving as a private soldier in the early
part of the pebellion he received a com-
mixsion ns First Lientenant nod Adjotant
of the 97th I, aud came home Colonel
of the regiment and brevet Brigadier-Gen-
eral for zaliant ser in the Mobile Cam-
paizn. He slso receivied a medal of hon-
or. He was Lisutenant-Colonel of the Sd
Nebh, during the Spanish w amd made
the regiment what it was, in spite of Col,
Bryan's demoralizing ideas. Bryan had
o conception of military discipline, or ap-
parent desire to enforee it, while Vifquin
15 a thorough soldier, and knows that a
regiment without diseipline is worse than
worthless. Before the regiment was dis-
charged he was much wore popular in it
than Col. Brean.

The Secomd Corps has lost one of its
best men in the death of Brig.-Gen, Rich-
ard N. Batchelder, retived, ex-Quartermas-
ter-General, U. 8. A, who died at his
rooms in the Albany, in this city, Fridny
ufternoon, Jan. 4, of anginn pectoris.  He
was born in' Lacenia, N. H., July 27, 1832,
and entered the army in Moy, 1561, as
First Lientenant and Quartemas*er of the
Ist N. H. His al in this brauch speed-
ily attracted attention, and bhe was ap-
pointed in the Quartermaster’s Depart-
ment, with the rauk of Captain. He was
rapidiy promoted, oatil he became Quar-
termaster-General of the Army of thes
Potomare, and secomplished 0 great work
in supplying the army during the Gettys-
barg campaign.  For his efliviency in this
and in several other battles he received
seven different brevets, the highest being
f Brigadier-Gieneral. He received a medal of
i honor for dist ished galluntry in action
fagninst Mosby's guerrvillaz, between Cat-
fett’s and Fairfax Stations. being at that
time Chief Quartermaster of the Second
Corps. At the close of the war be entered

LY

the Regulur Army 2 Quartermaster and

Captain, beenme a Lieutenant-Colonel in
1882, was appointed Quartermaster-Gen-
eral in 1S90, and retived in 1808, He then
went to his home in Manchester, N, H.,
but wsually spent his Winters in Wash-
[ ington. Ile was deyoted to the memory of
the Second Corps, and one of the most ac-

re- | tive workers in the Survivors' Association

of that Corps. Ile was a bachelor. The

remains were interred in Arlington,
Spegker Henderson has been confined to

hiz room for the past week by a severs

1
vold.

e

Rezular Army and Navy Union, U. 8.

Tri-Monutain Garrison, No, 98, of Bos-
ton, Mass.. held their installation meeting
Jan. 1, 1901, The following oficers were
installed by Col. Robert K. Centro, Na-
tional A. D. €.: Communder, John Du-
Baois; 8, V, €, J. F. McClusky: J. V. €.,
John J. Devlin; Adj't, Herbert W,
Freuch; Maymaster, Edward J. Nagle; Q.
M., John J. Mahon; Chaplain, J. DeSouzn;
Surg., Alex. Jamieson: 0. D, James H,
Carle: 0. G., Patrick O'Brien; 0. W,, O.
H. Holm. Col. Centro delivered a stirring
patriotic address, which received the en-
thusiastic applause of the large and ap-
preciative muester of veterans, many of the
civil war, who were present, In his ad-
dress Col. Centro paid a marked tribute
to the perseverance and ability of Na-
tional Commander Morton in redeeming
the Order from the cupidity of its formex

tions of rich, golden ecorn, "and the fra-

National officers.




