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CANOEING ALONG NICARAGUA

Adventures on Sea and Shore Among the Mosquito Indians
i

By DR J HAMPDEN PORTER

Wo took passage from Jamaica in the
chooner Saint Cecilia and what appro-

priateness
¬

there was in her name or why
this disgraceful hulk should have been
called after that blessed lady of sous
heaven knows Our crew were water
rats whoe nautical unfitness culminated

r In their Captain Formerly wretches like
these would have learned something
about the sea and taken to piracy now
they became coast traders and smugglers

Let this voyage with its manifold ex ¬

cruciations pass undescribed Such a
sailor as Capt Mendoza and such a ship
had not been seen by us or on any of those
oceans which encompass the earth

It was September also the hurricane
month and a little outride ourport bad
weather began to threaten Light baf
fling airs were succeeded by heavy and
heavier gusts coming from nH points Hot
vapors rose from the weltering sea now
combing here and there Down went his
barometer whereupon our Inulatto skip-
per

¬

who looked upon this instrument as a
fetish wus appalled and straightway
made for shore hopiug to get inside one
of those many keys lying oil the Mos-
quito

¬

Coast
By heavens especial mercy we were

blown into Mich an anchorage for every
sign of a hurricane was abroad and if
the Saint Cecilin bad been caught at sea

ffthat would have been the last of her nis
Mate cursed Mendoza out of an intention
to run across the sound and bring to on
a lee shore so he finally beat up under
come sand dunes that screened us

A few half ruined huts occasionally oc-

cupied
¬

by turtle fishers stood here and we
determined to take possession of one No

could possibly be dirtier or more di
afpidated than the schooner neither did

it need much wisdom to see that dry land
was safer than her deck Hence our ef-

fects
¬

were soon in a boat and we had in-

stalled
¬

ourselves by the time Mendoza got
his tattered sails reefed

This move was made none too soon Not
half an hour after a black squall came
roaring in and parting her cable the
Eaint Cecilia drove away amidst clouds
of spoon drift and deepening gloom more
woe begone and forlorn looking than words
can tell

Onr quarters on the cay as a sandy reef
vlong the coast is called could not be

called inviting but surrounding thickets
made an effectual wind break and they
protected us from rain in some degree
For the rest we had wicker work benches
to lie upon with certain stores Suddenly
as it always does within these latitudes
nightell and such darkness followed that
tine felt smothered and confused Then
ihe wind utterly died out while con ¬

trary to rule there was no downpour
only a few heavy drops falling like spont
bullets on our roof

Presently the real tempest to which
former commotions had been only prelim- -

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE at 1

a year 2 cents a week Is the cheap-
est

¬

treat a man can have The
guess that goes with it may lead to
fortune

Andersonville
beund In leatherette

of

A these books
after reading them

more

Get rlnb this ami arm In
guefifec Yim are lllcclj

irln

s

s

the Gnesser not cit his paper
kl can tills blanlt sheet paper

s

inaries burst amidst rolling thunder and
lightningTjtreessant glare A grand tu-

mult
¬

witlltheboomingsea contributing
and rushing wind vibrating every twig or
stem in wildest shrickings Twelve hours
afterwards1- however soft morning tints
appeared and little white gleamed
upon those 3ecp blue waters over which
the unlucky vessel had driven like
wraith Several boats were in sight
and one nnswering our signals soon took
us on board Thus it happened that a pair
of naturalists were so to speak cast away
on this Mosquito Coast At a point too
occupied by Sambos or Indian and Negro
half breeds disreputable mongrels beside
whom native ravages are gentle and ex-

emplary
¬

Spanish or English slaves refuge
here for a long period they mixed with
indigenous tribes who greatly deteriorated
in consequence nnd now their progeny
form scattered settlements over the whole
region Certain white outcasts also ¬

side among these truculent barbarians
living on their wits which as things go
enable them to get along finite well

We saw orcign officials though such
beings eist nt certain places but upon
landing were forthwith conducted into the
presence of a local chief sub king or head
devil ruling an abominably Jiltliy and
down collection of grass huts

THE AXIMAT HAD TO RISE FOR AIR
THEN POXTOS STROKE WAS SURt

This potentate was arraypd in a ragged
red coatand nothing else except his waist
cloth anda dinner bell He examined the
aanlci inlAmQC ttTlfll TTHin KfV- -

like gravity and being informed for this
creature Knew panisn mat aycreun
ed us to all High Mightinesses every-
where

¬

we were accorded permission to
htay there Happily the community was
out of rum temporarily or there would
have been an orgy in our honor Their
monarch knew however that domestic
drinks were too mild for such an occasion
so he promised some suitable celebration
when a trading vessel arrived and mean-
while

¬

invited us to harpoon turtles
Ail these Sambos might be appropriate-

ly
¬

called turtle men The flesh and eggs
form a large part of their animal food
while oil derived from this source to-

gether
¬

with tortoise shell give them
means to procure those things most de-

sired
¬

namely liquor and articles for per-
sonal

¬

Nature supplies nearly
every necessity without requiring any spe ¬

cial effort to procure it fortunate dis-

pensation
¬

as otherwise the people would
bo completely destitute That harpooniug
function all combination ucts func-
tions

¬

here was largely attended His
Excellency extremely drunk with palm
wine led but as there were fully two
score canoes out description must be
limited to what was been from our own
which contained fonr paddlers and the
striker with his appliances These latter
were simple enough only a hollow staff
with detachable steel head made fast to
several fathoms of strong Boated at
its end This cord ran through rings on
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the handle and was fastened to an ordi-
nary

¬

file ground to a point An imple-
ment

¬

of that kind Is called waisko dnsa
while the sinnock or barbed fish spear is
made of hammered iron which will not
penotrnte a turtles shell

In many places on Central or South
American and West Indian coasts sea
water is very transparent and nowhere is
it more so than among those many sounds
lying by the Mosquito shore where bot-
tom

¬

can be seen at considerable depths
We had gone three or four miles before
anything was sighted onr hnrpooner
standing up to sweep the surface with his
practiced eyes Suddenly he made a
slight motion with the left hand and all
fell silent instantly while their paddles

I were dipped with utmost care
i Few creatures have keener hearing than
j those we then sought so that they must
be approached very cautiously Ponto
our striker had seen a floating turtle long
before it became visible to us In fact
we merely got an indistinct sight before
the expected prize quietly sank That did
not put out Ponto however He knew all
about this kind of trick and still silent
but motioning vehemently he urged the
canoe on its line of retreat Before long all
saw our quarry making off withsuch vigor
and swiftness as set at naught ones pre-
conceived

¬

opinions about the slowness and
apathy of a turtle- - This animal was then
beyond reach but had to rise for air Then
Pontos stroke was sure Neither did our
capture make any effort to escape after
being harpooned We simply pulled in the
slack made fast and towed it ashore

There are several species of turtles in
tropical America but only that known as
Hawk bill furnishes valuable tortoise
shell Both green and loggerhead plates
find their way into commerce ncverthe- -

less the former is chiefly valued for its
flesh and their armor is only employed in
making cheap articles One specimen such
as was secured by us that is to say one
of average size yields about eight pounds
of those lustrous semi transparent and
richly tinted scales with which the bony
back plate is overlaid There are V of
these scales of which eight have perfectly
flat surfaces and live present more or less
decided curves All shell of this kind is
about an eighth or quarter inch thick 12
inches long and seven wide There is al-
ways

¬

a market among traders for any
quantity that can be got and every hawk
bill means so much rum or flaring calico
when a trading ship arrives As these
people value such things more than oth-
ers

¬

they actually display some foresight
with respQCt to the sources whence they
are drawn If all turtles of this spe-
cies

¬

were killed after capture these waters
would soon cease to supply them there-
fore

¬

captives are subjected to a cruel pro-

cess
¬

which does not necessarily destroy
life The creature is pegged down and an
even layer of dry grass leaves or twigs
spread upon its back When set fire to
heat partially separates the plates from
their honey attachments and they are care-
fully

¬

removed with a long thin knife
Should such victims not die under tor-
ture

¬

as many do they are put back into
the sea and subsequently develop another
envelope but in this case it has no seg-
ments

¬

being solid throughout also more
difficult to remove though not of less val-
uable

¬

quality
Fish abound upon the Mosquito Const

among which many highly esteemed kinds
are plentiful sheepsbead palpa grouper
snook etc and one might suppose that
as game of all sorts is rather scarce Sam ¬

bos would secure large quantities Never-
theless

¬

natures bouuty has not incited
tticm to invent means for capturing pre
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serving and valuable sup ¬

plies They preferi living on cassava coco-

a-nuts nlantainitr mango fruit or any
thing else to making mets building drying
HiuKt K or iroiumnEiuicniseives wiui wors
Fishing lines are tooJslow salt can only I

be had by constructing evaporating flats
which require constant attention Why
then weary theirsnuls when noor food
or indeed privation is preferable Spear¬

ing fish at night byt torchlight affords con-
siderable

¬

amusement i To get comfortnbly
intoxicated on some cf those many chicas
which are always J nt hand and go ont
with whooping crtftvds appenrs far bet-
ter

¬

than taking trduble and an existence
which is ahvnys eitheria feast or a famine
suits these Sambo barbarians entirely

Their boafs are of three classes ca-
noes

¬

pitpans or dories All however be-
long

¬

to one type that of the tree trunk
hollowed by fire and subsequently gouged
or chipped into shape A pine torch is
fixed at the bow behind it stands some
skilled spearsman with one of those sin
noks previously mentioned his crew pnd
dle

Vast numbers of fish rising to the flare
get struck but their is an unconscionable
waste from spoiling and thousands mere-
ly

¬

poisou the air when thrown away
moreover nothing need be added to the
climates noxious character since this
Mosquito Const is among natures most
beautiful and deadly regions

During English and Spanish wars as
well as in those of Independence mortal-
ity

¬

especially among foreigners reached
bights that seem incredible While kel-
son

¬

then Captain of the Hitchinbrook
was operating here with boats ¬

on his expedition up the Chngres
River he lost so many men from disease
that scarcely enough remnincd to bring his
ship away Other vessels actually rotted
nt their anchorages because all on board
perished The French colony at Cape
Gracias was while a like
fate befel Belgian nnd Prussian settlers
in Santo Toinas and Bluefield

Nntives living nfter a fashion which in-

vites
¬

bickness die also yet not so numer-
ously

¬

Despite preventive measures botht
of us soon began to feel languid lose
strength and get nearer day by dayto
an attack of fever It was certainly time
for a retreat but before escaping to those
wind swept sounds or breezy islands ly-

ing
¬

outside we assisted nt one funeral
which merits

The deceased according to all accounts
wns an eminent citizen who by dint of
hard drinking and general had
finally killed himself If this worthys
friendsdid not exaggerate his perform-
ances

¬

through taking a pride in them it
was wonderful how he lasted so long The
end came nt last however and a pressing
invitation to be present on the solemn oc-
casion

¬

was extended to us Midnight
is the fashionable hour for burying
people but this wake was in full swing
long before Many tires illuminnted the
scene which closely resembled a Central
African one both as respects its personnel
and surroundings Much eating and
more drinking went on occasionally a
mourner broke into an extemporaneous

some wran-
gled

¬

others embraced the whole were ut-
terly

¬

barbaric and supremely disreputable
Overpowering other discords a band of
women wild as Biicchantes screeched un ¬

ceasingly around thd corpse and some-
where

¬

hidden in dnrkness big tree drums
boomed shrill reed fifes scattered cascades
of disconnected meaningless notes and
great bark trumpets bellowed

The dead man wrapped with cerements
lay in half of a canoe where he was as¬

siduously fanned byt attendants Then
suddenly as the yippointed hour came
certain persons previously concealed
rushed forward r looking like demons
come to seize upon this defnnct None
wore any clothes to speak of each
had his hair stiffened with gum until
it stood on end jail were smeared
from head to foot with red and yellow
clayj They quickly fastened cords to the
open boat eottln anditore away followed
by- - one who bore its other half on his
head Everybody trooped after capering
yjolling and firiniToId muskets to frighten
away devils and thus the funeral train
sped into that dark forest which lay near
A shallow trench received the- casket now
covered by its remaining portion and earth
was rapidly thrown on top Over all they
hastily made a flimsy hut planted a turtle--

spear at the graves head pnt an
earthen jar of water by its side and fled
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They believe that terrible beings are
about on such occasions especially Wa
lusha who devours corpses therefore pru-
dence

¬

counseled flight lest some mistake
might be made nnd a livo person eaten in ¬

advertently This was given ns an ex-

planation
¬

of their stampede by one too
drnnk for running and the hupurturbable
liar assured us that several of his ac¬

quaintances had come to a bad end through
Wnlushas voracity and carelessness

As for the dead man if his water jar
became empty which being open and
made of jwrous clay must soon happen
then ho drank it himself thereby giving
a consolatory assurance to his friends that
this cannibal demon had not got himT A
seekroe or feast in honor of the departed
would take plncc when their supply of
liquor was renewed but wo did not stay
for it and subsequent experience showed
that such n villainous scene could not
have been described

To be continued

Jeff Daviss Son
Comrade B C Waldron Sampson V

O Wis sends us the following particu-
lars

¬

in regard to Jell Daviss half breed
son

Joe Davisson of Jefferson Davis and
Elizabeth Wynonimakot an Indinn wom-
an

¬

and a member of the Menominee
Tribe was born nt Green Bay Wis
about the year 3841 At the time of his
birth the Indians in the vicinity of Green
Bay were under military rule nnd his
father who wns then serving in the
United States Army was until just be ¬

fore he birth of his son in charge of n
detachment of troops stationed t that
point His mother continued her tribal
relations until the time of her death The
life and death of his father is of conrse
a matter of history

As near as Mr Davis can remember
he joined Co G of the 38th Wis when
he was about 21 years of age in the year
18G4 and served in the Union army from
that time until tlie close of the war While
detailed as a picket he was wounded in
his right hand by a shell

Immediately after the cessation of hos-

tilities
¬

he returned to his home on the
reservation and shortly afterwards was
married to a squaw by the name of Mary
Ann Freesliette There were two chil-
dren

¬

born to them as issue of said mar ¬

riage Some years ago his first wife died
and he again married a member of the
tribe

While about 50 years of age Mr Da ¬

vis enjoys very good health and is at pres-
ent

¬

pursuing the occupation of farmer at
the home of hisvboyhood

Comrade Waldron adds
It is impossible to got a photograph

but thoe who have seen Joe say his face
above the chin is Old Jeff all over A
comrade met Joe Davis in Oconto a few
years ago and asked him what he
would have done if he hnd met his father
old Jeff Joe said he would have killed
him AVhen asked what for he said for
the way old Jeff abused his mother

Jen Daviss House at Montgomery Ala
The women of Montgomery Ala arc

making strenuous efforts to secure nnd
preserve the old house in which Jeff Da¬

vis lived while Montgomery was the rebel
Capital The old house has been very
much neglected and is rapidly going to
decay It has been used as a boarding--hous- e

most of the time nnd is so used at
present The women have been trying for
years to get the money to purchase the
house and lot but have met with but little
encouragement until now when they have
revived their organization infused new
life into it interested their old

friends and have actually at last
persuaded the House of Representatives
of the Alabama General Assembly to pass
a bill appropriating 2500 for the pur-
pose

¬

of buying the old mansion The
Senate now has the bill in committee
and it is probable that it will pass If it
does with this amount as a start the
women hope to soon get enough to pur¬

chase the old house and once getting pos-
session

¬

of it they will reroof it and take
other steps to preserve it intact There
is now a room in the Capitol building set
aside by the Governor where relics of the
ex President are preserved as thpy were
nsed by him at his home at Beauvoir in
Mississippi There is a bed room set anil
outfit and clothing and bed clothing all
just as the ex President had them in lire

his slippers are to be seen on the floor
his dressing gown thrown carelessly over
a chair his coat lying on the bed and his
chair as though he had just left it
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of Abraham Lincoln

Lincolns Life and Character

Portrayed by Those Who
Knew Him A Complete Per-

sonal

¬

Description and Biog-

raphy

¬

BY FRANCIS F BROWNE

100 Original Dlustrations 750 Pages
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This book tellsthe story of Jlr Lincolns
life as it lias never been told before The
narrative presents him as a man rather
than as an official The history of tho
war period abounds in incidents and anec-

dotes

¬

told of him and by him

There are thousands oZ incidents of Bis

associations with Hamlin Steward Stan-

ton

¬

Grant Sherman Porter Farragut
Sumner Chase and all the other long ar-

ray
¬

of political and military giants of tho
time No attempt is made to give a his-

tory

¬

of the War of the Rebellion but to
show Mr Lincolns psrsonal relations to it

The work is handsomely printed on
heavy book paper largo Svo size

The nliove line Toliimc post
pnid also The National Trib ¬

une one year and three J3
cruesses v

Soldiers Rlght3 in XlOTva Comanehe landi
Editor National Tnnrosi To cor-

rect
¬

the misunderstanding among old sol ¬

diers in regard to obtaining land in the
Kiowa Comanclic Reservations kindly al-

low
¬

space for this letter of explanation
The privileges allowed old soldiers arc

the following They are permitted to ap-
point

¬

an agent and have him file for them
without soldier leing present at the
opening The general opinion however
that old soldiers can have agents file for
them before the country is opened to set-
tlement

¬

for civilians is erroneous The
moment the country is opened to the gen-

eral
¬

public filing can be made and if
prior to settlement of any other person on
the same tract will hold it subject to en-
try

¬

for six months The advantage of fil-

ing
¬

through ngent is that the soldier need
jiot come until claim is secured or nntil
six mouths thereafter if he wishes but
if he comes to file in person he comes on
the uncertainty of getting a claim On
the other hand the objection to the law
on the subject is that it gives opportunity
for old soldiers to be defrauded by unprin¬

cipled agents An agent who expects to
treat his clients right will represent to
him the true conditions

The time served in the army will be de ¬

ducted from the period of five years resi
dence required of the regular homesteader
but he must reside on the land at least
one year

The requisites for soldiers to be entitled
to special privileges are the following
Service in the United States Army for at
least 0 days during the war of the rebel-
lion

¬

nnd an honorable discharge must
not be the owner of more than JIJO acres
of land and subject to exceptions must
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Start at once and get up a club of
fair size Send it in middle of next
week with guesses That Is the way
to win a prize

BRIEF PROSPECTUS OF

The National Tribune
Weekly Kott la Its 2li Year

Besides its literary attractions the pa
per makes a ppecialty of the doings pt
Congress and the Executive branches of
the Government

A partial list of the current and forth
coming articles and stories will be found
mentioned below
THE SP1-- OF THE REBELLION A

Marvelous True Story Written by tlaureat Detective Allan Pinkerton
THE SDMMERDALE BRABBLE By

Hon Albion W Tourgee
A brilliant serial

ROUGH RIDING OX THE PLAINS
A Troopers Story of Fifty Years Ago
The author is Robert Morris Peck lata

Co K 4th U S Cav and the story covers
five years of the most exciting service just
prior to the war of the rebellion
SI KLEGG AND SHORTY By John

McElroy
These soldier boys of ours are Just start-

ing
¬

on a new campaign the weekly narra ¬
tion of which will entertain our reaJeia
throughout the year
TO AND THROUGH WEST POINT

By Capt Free S Bowley
STORIES OF THE REGIMENTS

Prepared by officers and comrades of
the old commands
PENSION RULINGS
which will be closely watched by ns fas
tho benefit of our readers We report in
full all new pension decisions and rulings
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN

CHINA J Martin Millers Letter
FROM LOUISVILLE TO THE SEA

A soldiers dinry of tho civil war de¬
scribing scenes and incidents as witnessed
by a man who marched in the ranks
THE BUSinVHACKEirS DAUGH-
TER

¬

By Prof Wm J Dews author
of A Union Man in Richmond

RAIDING WITH MORGAN
A story of stirring adventure

CAMPAIGNING WITH FULLER Br
Chns I Adkins Co K 27rh Ohio
A vivid narrative of the experience of a

recruit
WITH THE WESTERN ARMY By

Gen Green B Raum late Commissioner
of Pensions
A series of articles of great historical

value
THE OREGONS IN THE PHILIP ¬

PINES By Capt H F Wells 2d Ore
Sketches of the battles and marches ot

the tirst years war in the Philippines by
a military newspaper man
OUR FAR WEST OF TO DAY Prof

H C Kirk 4th N Y H A our special
correspondent is now contributing a
series of timely articles on the Philip-
pines

¬
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