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In a few davs after leaving tbc Big
Bend wo were iicain in our old quarters
at Fort Itilev but scared bad we settled
down to garrison dutj when an older
mnio for one comnnnv of cavalry to be
sent bach to tbe Arkansas to establish
permaneit camp m

ii

Mine convenient plate
near the center of the Kiowa s ranee and
on the line of the Santa Fe trail to es
cort mails and fnnu li vvuai protc ctiuu
thrv could to travel

llus was unpleasant news and as vvc

contrasted in our minds tbe comfoitaulc
place no would have here in good quar ¬

ters and light dntj with the discomforts
of a Winter on the i lams escorting mails
etc each one sinceiol hoped that his
compnuv would not be tbe unfortunate
one detailed to so but we weie not kept
Ion in suspense for that evening at diess
parade the order was published by the
Adjutant detailing Capt Geoige II
Steuaifs compaii Uv for the unwelcome

Accustomed as we were to obejing or-

ders

¬

promptly whether agiecablo or oth¬

erwise we soon had our best uniforms
and other surplus piopoity packed away
to le ue behind us and weie busy niak
inc piepaiations for the tiip

We take plent of lations and feel and
a few tools to build us some oit of tem
porarv nuaiteis by the time it giJjto be
nii wniflinr for we know the inters

are prett scteie on the plains and tents
arc but a poor protection fiom the pierc

insids AVc also take alone a mowing
machine --and rake to put up haj for our
horses and mules

Our company lauudiesses will be left
at IJilev till theii husbands can prepare
quarters for them where we are Koins

The second day after setting tbe older
we load up our wagons saddle our horses
mount and march out of the fort accom-

panied
¬

bj a small traiu of six mule teams
hauling our supplies

Striking the Santa Fe road at Lost
Springs we met with no incident worthy
of note on the way out to the Arkansas

At the Big Bend we met our detach-
ment

¬

of 40 men that had been left there
to escort the mails and right glad they
were to be iclicved and allowed to go on
Into their cozy quarters at Hiley They
reported having had no trouble with the
Indians fiom Cow Creek to the Santa Fe
Crossing but had heard of some emi-

grants
¬

being murdered at points out of
their ralite

Leaving a detail of 10 men and a Ser-
jeant

¬

of which party I was one to wait
for the net mail from Independence Mo
Capt Steuart with the rest of the eom
nanv and train moed on to Pawnee Fork

When the mail that we were waiting
for came up next day we found they were
accompanied by an extra wagon hauling
lome men and material to establish a sa
tion at Pawnee Fork or wherever we es-

tablish
¬

our Winter camp When we
reached Pawnee Fork we found the com-

pany
¬

which bad preceded us encamped
In a well sheltered bend of the creek two
or three miles north of the main road al-

most
¬

sunounded by timber but having
a good mcw of eorj thing approaching
for several miles around our camp being
concealed from obseivation

Our little snuad was here relieved and
another Retail sent to escort the mail as
far as the Santa i e crossing

THE WIXTER CAMI

Oflirers and men were now as busy as
bees making all tbe preparations we coul1
to establish ourselves as comfortably as
possible before the cold chilly winds ot
December strike us for it is now the
fore part of Xo ember Two parties ot
30 men each under non coms are kept
confg escorting the mails another detail
ot 10 men is sent dow n on tho ri er bot-
tom

¬

about seven miles south of our camp
to cut haj while the ret are busy build-
ing

¬

quarters stables etc
We build the houses of sod turned over

with a breaking plow cut into conenicnt
lengths with shoels and laid up in walls
like brick For roofs we split slabs out or
the timber and lay closely overhead to
fcupport a foot thickness of mud which
when drj forms the Mexican stjle or
roof but which will certainly be a poor
protection against lain Our floors are
the caith IIaing no lumber we hew
and s plit out rough pieces of timber to
make doors

A few window sash were brought out
from Kilej but as there weie not enough
of them for all the windows we need for
the rest we cut boles in the sod walls and
cover them with cam as We manage to
Cud stone enough by bunting over the
country for seveial miles around to build
fireplaces and by fastening up some old
wagon covers on the inside of the walls
and ocrhead to keep the dirt from fall ¬

ing down on us our quarters begin to
look somen hut comfortable

While building we still occupy our tents
Ecar by

Our teams aic kept busy hauling sod
timbers hay etc Our hay camp is on the
bank of the Arkansas about two miles
west of the mouth of Pawnee Folk near
where the town of Lamed Kan now
stands

The Arkansas here is destitute of tim-
ber

¬

There is an abundance of game
around u such as bufTilo and antelope
and swaiuis of wild geese cranes In ants
snd ducks along the river and adjacent
sloughs but we have little time now to
hunt them We kill enough howexei to
keep us supplied with fresh meat Wohes
are tery numeious both big gray ones
and coyotes Prairie dogs abound inciery
direction and iu the ieek Pawnee Fork
theie aic beaer and otter

THE EXLMY 6IGI1TED

During the dajtime we keep but one
sentinel on post and he is posted at a
point that commands a good view of the
prairie south and west of us for tceral
miles One day about a week after our
orrnll the sentry reported that lie taw
what seemed to bo a part of mounted
Indians crossing the prairie several miles
couth between our post and the bay
camp going west

The olllccrs got out their glasses and
took a look at them but the distance and
rolling ground in that direction pieontcd
a clear view there seemed howetei to
be a party of 12 or 15

Our First Lieutenant David Bell got
permission from the Captain to mount a
oozen men and go after them to find out
who thej- - were and what they were doing
I being one of the number detailed wc
hurriedly saddled up and were soon on the
gallop acioss the praiiic in the dnextion
they were last seen as the Indians were
bow out of sight having reached a low
jloce of ground out of ici

W did not catch tight of them again till

A Troopers Story

wo wore within about a quarter of it mile
ot them when as we tame oer a use iu
giound tbeie the weie in plain view only
a little wn ofT Tbeie weie only two In-

dians
¬

witb IZi pick ponies
Thev bid eei Mini not seen us or our

camp nor suspected our pretence in the
liinlti until we lode over the lidge oiy
near them or the would suielj have tried
to aoid being seen vvnen nicy ursi nu
ticed us their movement- - indicated that
they weie taken by suipiise and inclined
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to run for it but as that seemed to be a
hopeless chance they being in very open
ground and we so nejr them they seemed
to deteimiue to it tluougb and con
tinned to trot along dihing their pack
animals in and casting anxious
glances oer their shoulders at us as we
loped up to them

Thev held their arms in their hands
ready for instant use One was a large

fellow while the other
was smaller and slim The larger one
had a rifle acioss his lap and a bow and
quiver of ariows slung oier his left shoul-
der

¬

The other had no lille but held his
bow in his left hand with an arrow htted
to the bow string He also had a full

J quiver at his left shoulder
11 IS UJillllilL 1UI UIIC- - HUJ 13 Jivit m -

and quite familiar
with the different tribes to tell at a glance
to what tribe an Indian belongs

If these two should claim to be Co
manches or
would be afe for awhile at least until
Bell could their claim To do
this he would have to hold them as pris-
oners

¬

until he could find someone to ideii-

tif
¬

v them We concluded that they weie
either Kiow as or but could
not decide which

THE KIOWAS AT BAY

Seeing that escape was as
wc neaied them they halted and faced us
Bell seemed to expect that they would
claim to be in which case he
told us not to hurt them but if Kiowas
wo weie to kill them Iach man of us
had slung carbine and drawn his levohcr
as the handiest arm for close woik

When we had within a few
paces of them the Lieutenant halted us
and turning to the Indians he asked

You Comanche
What was our surpiise to hear the big-

gest
¬

Indian exclaim as he drew himself
up clchantlj and struck his breast with his
hand

Xo Me Kiowa
We couldnt help admiring the grit of

the Indian who bo pioudly
himscll a Kiona when he must
known that that was his death sentence
Bell simih turned his head and said

Kill cm
The big Indian understood the remark

and raised his rifle to shoot the Lieuten-
ant but befoie be could pull the trigger
there were several navj balls teanng
through his bodj and he dropped off bis
horse dead

The other Kiowa started o run and
as he did so turned in his saddle and shot
his ariows back at us eiy rapidlj but
not with much piecision as only one ot
our men was Int Two horses also got
arrow wounds but were not bcriously
hurt

The Indian did not get far befoie he
I too was hiought down lie was not yet

killed but lay on the giounil standing our
men off In making the airows lly as fast
as lie could diau them fiom the quiter
till someone put a Shaips eaibiue ball
tluoiigh him he fell oier gae a
few conuIsie kicks and died

The man who was shot by one of the
anows was pinned to his saddle the ar
iow going through the fleshj part of his

and bunmg the head the saddle
tree so flimly that the shaft had to be
cut off just aboe the log and the limb
lifted off the piece of aiiow which was
then wen kod loose fiom the saddle The
wound was painful but not serious 1

think this was cither Kilbnger or Miller
2d but am not sure

Lciig the dead Kiowas wheie they
fell without scalping wc rounded up

pack and riding animals and diovc
them back to our camp

Scalping though not foi bidden by our
ofiicers was not and our men
seldom indulged in that barbarous prac-
tice

¬

When we reached camp Capt Steuart
did nof tako a fit when Bell reported
the result of our trip as Capt Walker
had at the killing of Pawnee but
simply Veiaarked AH light but as John
Adkins who knew every
Kiowa in the tribe had just coino up from
Peacocks ltaucb the Captain sent a team

IlV
Co care for blni wbo bns borne tbc battle auo for bis wloow atii
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out and linl the dead Indians hauled to

tamp to have Iim ideiitif them
the bodies heAdkins sawAs soon as

knew then and told us their lie
stated that these two Indians with their
Packs had been making a j

to
Unctthe Kiowof Pawneeho giave

Uwit ISajaid at A li-

mit

¬

who wae killed Uj
Cioek They weie near 10I ti es ot

the dead Chief and in nccoidinct ivitli

Indian custom had gone to - V

opened it and placed bj his side lis bow
scalp- - andnod mows shield

other paiaplieinalia of an Indian brave
Adkus tliira at tli

talked to them as did Ik ft
day before they were killed saw

then deposit the trinkets in
which is near the ninoli am thej

then started to retnin to the Kiowa camp

which is to be west
Of US

Hut we had now made good lntha ns
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of them we dug a hole tumbled them in
and coered them up but as we took no
precautions against the wones they weie
soon duir ui and devoured by the coyotes
and in a few dajs their well picked bones
were scattered around over the prauie

As it whs found to be impracticable to
keep our horses here with so little prep
aiation for feeding and sheltering them
through the Wintei as the requisite
ciaiu would all have to be hauled fiom
Fort Kiley and the hoises would necos
sanly suffer a gieat ileal from exposure
to the scero weather if used on escort
duty it was deemed host by the Depart-
ment

¬

Commander to hae them sent back
to ISilcj whore they coultl be eomfortablj
winteicd and be in good H for a cam
paign after the Kiowas nevt Summer Ac-

cordingly
¬

a detachment of 2o men of the
2d Inf from the companies of Capts
Ljon and Wcssels was sent out from
Biley which together with one Seigeant
two Corporals one bugler and 25 privates
of our company with Lieut Bell as com ¬

manding officer would remain here to es ¬

cort mails while Capt Steuart with the
balance of the company and all the horse
except six good ones that we were te keep

to hunt buffalo with would letiiru to
Biley

I am one of the unfortunate 25 detailed
to remain here and escort mails nil Win-
ter

¬

This airaiigcment separates me from
my old hankie Jim Cupples as he is to
go back to Kiley

While on escort we will ride in six mule
wagons eight or 10 men to the wagon
ami trsi- - cl as iieulj as possible to suit
the gait of the mails w Inch is a brisk trot
making 40 to 45 miles a day Bach wagon
will cnir besides the men plenty or
grain for the team and rations bedding
a tent and some wood cut short and split
fine1 to be used in places where buffalo
chips aie not to be had

Our quarters niitl stables being finished
hay stacked and other pieparations about
completed for making ourselves as com-

fortable
¬

as possible for the Winter our
ha -- makers weie lecalloel fiom their camp
on the bank of the Arkansas and the
Captain with his part- - taking the com ¬

pany horses rolled out for Fort Kiley
Before they started however the little
hold of ponies we had captured from the
two Kiowas who were killed were sold
at auction and the prize money diwded
between the 12 men who were of that
party

Our little post has been named Camp
Alert since named Fort Lamed

It is now the beginning of December
and still theie are a few Pike s Peak eml
giants stiaggling along the mad to the
mountains Thev travel in such small par ¬

ties so scatteicd so exposed and so un ¬

provided for defense that it is generally
an easy matter for the Indians to get
away win tii and when we warn them
of their elnigor it is often haul to make
them realie that the blood thirsty Kiowas
are on the warpath in earnest

It is a wonder that an of them get
through the lange of the hostilos alive
Most ot the e gold seekers aie well aimed
but being unacquainted with the treacher
ous tnckf or the savages tney let the In ¬

dians get the drop em them
A few da s after the departure of the

compaii foi Kiley 1 and nine other pri-

vates
¬

tind r command of a Corpoial weie
detailed to escort a mail westwaid as far
as the Santa Fe Ciossing of the Aikan
sas

A detail of mounted rifles from Fort
Union usual meets the mail thoiey and
takes it on If the mounted rifle escort
dont meet us at the Crossing we are to
go on possibly clear tbiough to Union

In going to the Crossing from Camp
Alert instead of following the river load
the mail ami escorts usuallv take a shorter
cut wiled the dry loute which strikes
stinight acioss the high prairie ami does
not appuiaeh the river till near the site
of old Fot Atkinson nov Fort Dodgo

Bxcopt in a very dry time water is to
be had on this route at the crossing of
Coon Clock which is a succession of water
holes strung alohg a prairie-- hollow about
half way between Camp Alert mid Fort
Atkinson where the road again strikes
the river

- -- ij-v-w

This makes the crossing of Coon Cro k
a common caniping giouiul for most tri
elers on the dry route

It must be reniemboi cd that there is
not a stick of tinibei lieitber tree nor
bush on this route fiom Pawnee Fork to
the Santa Fe Crossing nor for many
miles beyond

On this trip as we appi pitched the eio-s-in- g

of Coon Cioek and while jet scleral
miles away we caught sight of n white
object which soon proxed to bo a coerd
wagon As we nonred it we saw a joke
of oen with the joke on feeding aiouml
on the pi line but no other sign of life
As we droe up to the still little camp
sctciil cojotcs left sumo stinnge Iooking
objects tliit wore ljing niouid the wagon
on tbe gioutid and loped off on tln
Piairic distuibul b our approach

What was our honor as we drove up
to the wagon to dKnor that the straugo
objects tint the wohes had been fiigbt
oned awij- - from were the naked and mu-

tilated
¬

bodies of four white pel sons two
men a woman and a boj about 11 jeais
old I

All were scalped and bad other maiks
of brutal butt In rj and mutilation besidoi
the plainlj IistingiiisiiliU gnawiiigs of
the woles J lie woman s IkhIj liul lieen j

lipped open near one the bune is abundantly devoted live aeioss border take a
was bospittoied - at that bulls eye cxerj time

blood laj a small muss of something
bloody which inoitd to be the body of
babe whiih had been dashed against tbe
w agon w heel

The bodies of the two nun and boy had
also been hoinbly butehoied Trulj it
was a -- ickeiniig sight

Berj bit of clothing had boon torn or
cut off the bodies ami tioe of us who
had seen or Iieud of similar instant es Z

Indian liendishnoss before weie bus in
imagination poitiijiug the probable out ¬

rages indignities and tortures infix toil on
these poor people before their final mui
der

Knowing the customs of the
wretches in such affairs it was eas to
imagine the sums that had heie
been ena ted

As we walked about the camp and o
amined the signs and evidences of the
t raged theie was little talk all scenic d
dumb with honor

Fiom the signs this was-- ovidciitlj a
family of cmiginnts going to the gold re-

gion
¬

Whether these four weie all theie
had been of the paitj wo could not de-

termine
¬

for certain If there had been
another it would likelj lie a girl or wom-
an

¬

who had probabl boon cairicd off as
a prisonei

Knouiig the Indian habits the old
hands assued us that they would not en-

cumber
¬

themsehes with theioire of men
or small childiou as prisoners and an
old shoe was in th wpgou a wom ¬

ans or gills that wan oo small to hue
been woin by the dead woman

While thought and conjecture weie si-

lently
¬

busj we Mil run fully ami with
many teiigcrui vows got put some tooi

will

shoots

wheels

has

a enough per still Theie my first
bodies the was the
buried securely from the wohes KCCI people of what

was te notice the Mason and Dixon --so
rough was free

on ewr in the seemed States This was the beginning of
ho and camiiaign

a bail cold made his ejet watery eatable and
then imlirtliul would the not

wiik uwaj iiotti iu
his emotion

Such evidences of feoing ought not to
be considered a weakiics but somehow
stiong men are generiill ashamed to ae
knowledge this veiy hninatib trait nml try
to smother what is really the evidence
a manly heart

We stopped here Ion- - chough to w ater
and fowl our teams and some dinner
and then filled wntel kegrt and drove
on about 10 or 12 miles making a dry
camp on the prairie We left the oxen
and wagon of the murdered family
we found them wc liml no use for
tliein and thoy were probably pets
session of by the next travelers who
passed that way

That night we sat around the little
stove in our Sibley tent there was noth-
ing

¬

talked of but the murder the oini
giant f mill j One the old hands
s familiar with Indian tactics explained

how it probabl occiim d
The signs show that these people wore

killed It a war party of Kiowas number-
ing

¬

12 or 15 wairiors The emigrants
were attacked killed while weie
cooking their dinner jcstoidiy if they
had been camped for the night their oxen
vould have been unvoked instead of be

ing turned out with the yoke on A horse
had been tied behind the wagon piob
ably to use in driving up their cattle ami
for hunting etc This horse of course
the Irdians would takpjnith them but
they had no use for the oxen and wagon

It is highly probable from the signs
that there was another woman wife

the second man who bing healthy and
able has been cairicd off a cap-
tive

¬

The dead wonianfnot being in a
condition to stand their marches was
killed I know their so well in
such said the old veteran
it is safe to swear that if a white woman
falls into their hands alive Mie either be¬

the slave of some individual war-
rior

¬

who ma have captured claimed
her for his own or she is bound to
terrible indignities nt the hands of the
gang They know that thev can hurt the
white man worse by brutal tieatnient of
his women and childiou than in any other
way

The usual waj in which thev got the
drop on a party of whites is about this
The Indians all keep out of sight but
one lie will approach the tritvcleis mak-
ing

¬

signs of friendship and if allowed to
neat will How How shake hands

and otherwise mike himself
sociable He usually asks for something
to eat and if it is he eats alt
he can get all the time tiing to imoiess
the whites with his exceeding gieat friend-
ship

¬

All time he tis taking notes
of the whites preparations if

for defense what urns the have
wheie they aie kepthow nianv ¬

men thoy can muster and all otlier
such itnrtieiiljirs

After getting all the ihformathion and
grub he can he goes off to his coimailcs
and tells them all he has found out

Seveial of them will then show them ¬

selves anil appioach whites and if
allowed to enter the camp will seem veiy
frienilty and woik the

lacket for all it jis worth This
usuallv thioHs the inexnej ienceil emigiint
off his guai d and he thinks it would
indicate needless and unjustifiable nlniin
to show any sign of suspicion of such
friendly Indians he his guns and
otlier aims in the wagon or tenr

Soon a few mine of the teds drop into
camp until the entire part is present
The tiavclercloes not notice if
he docs he thinks it oul their habitual
wav that each Indian eaiiios his rifle
or bow and aiiow in his hand read for
instant use The vvilv savages usually
saunter about imp until get between
the whites and their aim- - and the sign
is light vvjiiin al a given signal from their
leader thev alwajs have a leader
signal agteid ou thev begin shooting
them dow ii As the vv bites of course w ill
not understand their language the In-
dians

¬

can talk up their plans fosuit cir
cunisanies right in their piesenc with ¬

out extiting suspicion In such cases reds
have it all their waj nud the poor
unsuspecting white before they Iran lea
lize the situation are either killed wound ¬

ed or piisoueis

Coulluucu on tevenlii PJgo- -

The
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titntne
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winners be announced neTt contestants print
On account of more prizes being that all may enjoy them

mke 10 hnl and whether I strikeawaided in this contest the result cannot
I the bulls eje or knock off a horn or bore

be got at so qnicklj as in preceding con- - a hole in his ear or only cut a little hair
I off the end of bis tail please send me the
i fragments Comrade W L Sanford

Most contestants however keep record Chnna III

of their guesses When thej- - see the aboe If one of these guesses the wad
roioipts tlicy will know if thej aic

close a bote if they haxe struck mer Comrade Iiiram Hoop Louis
tbe Bulls Kje J Mich

The most tliaUan besnid at thrV time f
is thit all guesses sent in have been as
carefullj kept in a fire pioof safe as if
thej were thousand dollar bills and that
they aie now being closely compaied to
liml the winners

Tlie closest guesses win whoever
makes them That is the only rule there
is awarding prizes Xational Tii- - D Waid Sugar Branch Ind

of wagon- - giateful
which I

sawigo

demoniac

found

mentally

io us ami- - cu patrons u so ni i1Ilf
geneiouslj no indhidual faor-- send the S4000 in postage stamps Mil- -

itcs The humblest patron is absolutely
on a Ieel with the gtandest in these con-

tests
¬

The paper additional work to do
not to mention the expense in conducting
those contests but has enjojment too
It delights in the belief that these coil

tests brighten up our comrades all
along the line Its editois have many a
hearty hugh at the quaint conceits of the

fiM VJniJ

P SHAW

I still hae a vhid recollection of my
first foraging experience It was down in
the old Corn Cracker where the
fii iir rowliit in II nds of tltiltirs
fiom a Spring chicken in January to a cop- -

hole huge to hold nil the full of applejack
gathered up lemains deputation committed against

them liung south was then
It inteiosting that while known as line

this funeial ceremony going designate d to divide the from the
nearly man part slae

to discover that had somehow a long wgoious conducted
that and against euijthing drinkable

now and some turn Confcdeiaey latter was
inti iiitr giute iime 1uiiej tun i

of

our

where
as

as

of
of who

thus

and they

¬

tbe
of

to travel

habits
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comes
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suffer
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exceedingly

givenihim
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any
and light-
ing
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As I previously stated it was while
hoofing it over Kentucky that I was en-

ticed
¬

from a life that up to that time fiad
been filled to the brim with soldiery recti-
tude

¬

In one brief moment was all
changed through the machinations of An-

other
¬

and that other a mule whacker
1 wish to say by way of digression that

I have recently seen this mule skinner of
the Ciimbeiland at his home in Ohio

lini i m liic nttlofl ilnuit in Ktnttl old i

When we met after so many years of
separation we fell on each necks
mil there in the piesence of ins anil

when

great
nigh

to forgiveness
committed while an chief

which said leading of
ou astray I took him hand at

with in as- -

MCKDElt

of deep svmpathy in
great effort past earnest
contrition of spint

IT llArPKVEO

I had feeling quite unwell
and when eoluu
mnrch Captain to

in the company wagon pciiod of
provided

with wagon ambulance the
to tiauspoit company plunder

latter Besides there
weie thice at legimental head-
quarters of Colonel and

We tiaveled in iu those
What a coming clown theie epo

when three
ambulances weie allowed regiment

a little later on number

VOL

messes

We a few specimens

of lucks that bulls eje
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it will win sometime or other I
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Arkoua Out Canada
It will be just to the

switch end of bulls tail going over
hill of sight Comrade G L

Camp Seattle Wash j

A nuiriber of hate cautioned
us to money in thousand- - j

dollar Change is scatce around
here

Inclosed extend liberally giving
and t us old fellows rare

guesses If I miss bull I know will j incident
another years of Comrade Kaolin

j s

Of i V
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given to each brigade the
their traps on their backs and

it ot a load either There
were a of the men however-- who con-

tinued
¬

to make pack mules of themselves
picking up along the such nrticles

as were thrown away the more sensible
ones It long these fellows

to light when marching
Army teamster What a being proved

himself to be Few people they
familiar wjth army life ¬

the power branch of the service
that evil

The reader have a slight when
it is know n there a offer
of a furlough to any soldier who
could remain under the influence of an
army teamster for 24 houm and steal

or murder somebody I will
I never heard of getting a fur-

lough
¬

under those conditions
this as a slight pallia-

tion great crime I am about
to relate trusting the reader will
sider circumstances under which I

farmer and I am glad ttTsny is doing well was placed extreme youth and the

others
weak I in at the
offense committed

wagon occupying a
Kl childiou shed copious tears and fortable seat on top of the camp equipage
I left him he had mv full and and just as I about to curl over and
givoncss the wrong he had done take a nap I heard teamster who was
to in eailv outh He told me he had on wheel mule out to the
joined Biethern Church and mule whacker him Thunder and

in sat keltitlt ami ashes in his earnest i AVnlker see that tloek of turkeys
endeavor obtain sins

army teamster
of he Was

by the
parting and tears my eyes

that
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cornfield was n flock of Thauksgiviui
turkeys

Tinning round in his saddle the mule
skinner said to me Young jump
out get one of them ere turkeys get
the biggest one and be quick abouflf
too

Jumping out of the wagon ns oidered
taking my gun with me 1 wis soon over
the fence and hot pmsuit of the
tmkcs 1 singled out the laigcst and
went for him Seeing my picfcrcnce was
for him tho gobbler left hi companions
and started across the field with all sails
set and I in his wake with visions of
tuikey for hiippor or dinner if you
rather have it that wi impelling me cm

ward I pressed cicely hopitig soon
to foul his rudder when he would fall nn
ensy prey to my voracious appetite but

Kt WllVV - cl

Ncyr qontcst liberal
thanPwll sbe announced
next week Go on with club
raising and have plenty of
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Forder

The Xational Tribune I have been a sub-
scriberor

¬

years Comrade Wash-
ington Jvelloy May wood HI

Inclosed tind 5G25 for which extend
my subscription live jears and send mo
the books If I am mustered
out before the cubscription expires I have
sons and daughters who will be glad to
read the paper Inclosed also find the25

1 guesses that this deal entitles mo to I
hope to hit some small spot on that ox

see favnr

that

ommancler-in-ijhie- f II Iock Ue
partment Chaplain G A U Port An
geles AVash

Comrades easily drop into rhyme Hera
is a specimen

If I bit the bulls tail
I see its no avail
If I hit him in the rump
I expect to see him jump
If I hit him in the neck
I gness hell make a break
If I hit him in the eye
Well Ill just about die

Of
A comrade writes ITm going for my

mail next week afoot If I should be a
horseback and got a letter with a check
in it it would knock me right out of the
saddle

Another comrade writes In
future contest I hope you will hang a
booby prize to the animals tail of the
i nine of about one cent which will give
my luck a fair show

I advance my subscription and buy
some books to get a few more shots at his
bo ino majesty It is verv commendable

find 1 to sub-- your enterprise and in
scription year inclosed find four this sport We enjoy

the I the excitement to the contest
get full value in reading Foote

By
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carrying
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under-
stand

idea
standing

something

I statement
which

I

free

United behind
Tom

compaii

Boused
wagon
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fellow
nud

in

would

him

m5fc

many

following

surprise

any

just as I was about to strike down his
colors he put his helm hard to port and
eludeel my grasp

Realizing now that I was losing my
vantage ground and fast falling to win
ward I unfurled my top gallant sail run
up the spanker Hung out the bowsprit
and spread the jibboom to the breeze I
ran along for a time with this spread of
canvas hut found I was gaining but lit-
tle

¬

on the turkey so I hoisted the royal
mast rattbngs ami all and as it done I
believe in extreme cases I braced tho
yard arm and let go the poop hatch when
this was done and the breeze had filled the
sails I fairly tiew before the wiml which
had by this time shifted and was blowing
great guns from sou soueast by sou

1 was by this time almost within strik-
ing

¬

distance and preparing to let go a be-
ta

¬

ing pin when I heard a noise iu my
wake and casting one eye to the rear-
ward

¬

I beheld a piratical looking craft
lling the black Hag front her mast head
with a full stretch of canvas to the breeze
bearing heavily down upon me In plain
Buglish the owner of the turkeys an old
man with a big club in his band and mur-
der

¬

in his eyes was close after me yell
ing Let my turkeys alone you thieving
Yankee and a whole lot of other
stuff that was very ungentlemauly

The boysin thevagou tram enjoyed tha
race immensely and were yelling Bun
joung fellow now jou re got him why
dont jon hit hint over the head with your
gun and Look out for the old man hes
right on to jou

While this was going on some of the
boys who had sided with the old man
encouraged him by yelling Catch him
Johnny hit him a whack with your club
etc

I assure you there was an unlimited
amount of the soforth mixed up with tha
rest

Becoming desperate now lest I should
not only lose the turkey but fall at the
haids of the irate old sinner who was
after me I sprang forwatd hit the gob-

bler
¬

over the head with my gun- - and be-

foie
¬

be had time to make up his mind
whether it was me the old man or Billy
Patterson who had struck him had him
by the legs and was making pretty lively
tracks for the wagon midst the cheers
of the boj s in the train who were swing-
ing

¬

their caps in the air at my sueeesl
My eneinj- - seeing I had gotten away

with the prej tin ewr up the sponge so to
speak and abandoned the chase and the
turkey alo and with a parting volley of
words such as are never seen in Sunday
School papers he turned on his heel and
went tow aid his house

Taking the tuikey to camp we weighed
him that evening when he tipped the
beam at TJ pounds Yes we smiled a
little too nt first but when we remem ¬

bered that we had weighed the tuikey on
the stales belonging to the Commissary
we knew it wasnt such a big turkey after
all -- livery thing weighed out the Commis ¬

sary seales had to be divided by four to
get the true weight Four days rations
never lasted longer than one and the sol-

diers
¬

had to foi age off the enemy for the
other three

AT CAMP DICK ItOniNSON

The three cars tcgiment to which I be
longed left camp uiiase at ejoliimDus
Ohio in August til for Kentucky About
this time we were sent to a camp called

Dick Robinson which was situated
some HO miles south of Lexington

CampDickbecime a noted leudezvons
for the Bast Tonnesee and Kentucky
Unionists who had been driven from home
on account of their lo alty

Here it was that Parson Brownlow
Hoiace Maiiud Andy Johnson and
many othois whose names I have foigot
ten first leached the Union lines I re¬

member the thiee named as they made
Union speeches to the hundreds of
refugees gathciod at Camp Dick for
piotection Theie were several Tennessee
and Kentucky icsinieuts oiganized at this
camp for the Union auny

The camp was situated in the heart
of the famulis Blue tlrass Region aud as
the country was thickly settled our camp
was thronged with people almost daily
Many came sight seeing while others
brought all kinds of goods to sell to tho
soldiers and refugees The puucipal
articles offered for sale were pies and gin ¬

ger cakes anil as these weie prime fav¬

orites with the boys they weie brought
iu great quantities

There weie all kinds of pies large pics
small pies and turnovers Tbeie were
apple pics squash pies fried ides and
sweet potato pies besides pics that wcro
two inches thick and pies that had noth-
ing

¬

in them Then there were pies that
had whiskprs sweet pies aud sour pies
pies nnde of old shoe solos and pies coh
stiuetod out of rubber boot tops and some
finished on the outside with parts of old
gum blankets Iu color they ranged from
an ebony black to snowy white However
all went with the bos at 10 cents to 25
cents apiece

The pie merchant did not monopolize
all the business ii camp as there were
men and women wbo drove a good trade
in other lines milk eider ud rcd oye
The latter requiring the utmost secrecy
was handled by the women who brought
liquor into camp hidden beneath the ampla
folds of their skills When a customor
was found the whisky pedeller and tho
purchaser would go behind a tent or
building where tho woman would produce
the desired bottle As many as a dozen


