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Adventures ofan Iron
Briacte Man

By CAPT R K BEECHAM 2d Wis

COrYJlIGIITED 1M2 BY TIIE rOBUSnERS OF THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE

TChen I enlisted at Madison Wis in
May lSCi as a high private in Co H 2d
iWis I was all unaware of the wide and
almost impassable gulf that yawns be-

tween
¬

the enlisted soldier and commis-

sioned

¬

officer My first introduction to
real official dignity or pomposity as it
nppears in military life came a few days
later and before I was mustered into the
United States service Lieut Col Peck
was temporarily in command of the regi-

ment
¬

rand having business with him I
was admitted into his quarters where I
found him with his hat on his head and
his feet perched upon the table a very
dignified position luxuriating in a fra-

grant
¬

Havana I was only a country
boy of 23 yeais and imagined that no sol-

dier
¬

of the Republic was a meuial and
that 1 had no call to uncover while stand ¬

ing in his presence but the noble Colonel
knowing that such unsoldierly conduct if
not at once rebuked and eradicated would
lead to the defeat of our armies in the
field and the overthrow of the Republic

said to me very firmly but with a with-

ering
¬

sadness in his voice which lingers
in my ears even to this distant day

Take off your hat sir w hen you come
into the presence of your superiors

Well Sumter had been fired upon and
the old flag that waved above the fort rid¬

dled and torn and notwithstanding this
the first command I had ever received from
a Colonel in uniform was a damper to the
patriotism that filled my heart I had
started out to lend a hand in righting that
wrong and in avenging that insult to our
National honor and I took off my hat
but right there and then I vowed in my
heart that if I ever succeeded in cross-
ing

¬

the gulf I would stand on the other
shore adorned with gilt buttons and shoulder--

straps still retaining sufficient man-
hood

¬

and common sense to treat u private
soldier as a gentleman and as an American
citizen

MY FIRST PROMOTION

Time passed Promotion from the
ranks in the American army is always
rapid and certain for all who possess mili-
tary

¬

genuis and natural official dignity
and in the month of March 1803 less
than two years from date of enlistment
I rose to the rank of Eighth Corporal
Just think of that all ye aspiring young
Americans Think of it ye ambitious
sons of the great Republic who long for
military honors and fear not to enter the
service of your country as private sol-

diers
¬

Be not alarmed if you are worthy
soldiers and possess military ability your
country will find you when you are needed
Did not their country find Grant and
Sherman and Sheridan and Meade and
a host of other heroes as long ago as when
they attended the- - Military Academy at
West Point During the latter part of
the great civil -- war their country found
tenB of thousands of men who would have
preferred not to have been found

If a private soldier can reach the rank
of Eighth Corporal in less than two years
of service he can surely count on becom ¬

ing a Brevet Brigadier General before
the close of a long war The first step is
always the most difficult and although a
Corporal is not a commissioned officer by
any means once a soldier has reached
that rank he is in the line of promotion
and on the high road to honor and fame

About that time when I first ran up
against that line of promotion the United
States conceived the idea of calling upon
those people who had lived for many gen-

erations practically beneath the Stripes
although it was hardly possible for them
to have discerned the Stars in onr glorious
flag to take up arms in defence of Na-
tional

¬

unity The Government needed offi
cers to command these new regiments of
black men and just after the return ol
the army from the Chancelloreville cam
paign to onr oldiposition north of the Rap ¬

pahannock the following appeared in the
Washington Chronicle

A Board of Examination has been
established in Washington D C of which
Maj Gen Silas Casey is President foi
the purpose of examining all applicant
for commissions in the U S Colored
Troops Soldiers recommended by theii
company and regimental commandants
shall be allowed to come before said Board
for examination and any applicant reject-
ed

¬

by said Board shall not be allowed the
nrivilece of a second examination

This was really an official order from
the War Department signed by the Adjut-

ant-General of the Army and a splen ¬

did opportunity for any ambitious soldier
In the Jine of promotion I immediately
applied to my Captain Nat Rollins for
such recommendation which he gave and
Gen Fairchild then Colonel commanding
the 2d Wis approved the same which
was thereupon dispatched to the War De ¬

partment
On the morning of June12 1863 as the

Army of the Potomac was in the act of
breaking camp near Fredericksburg Va
for that long march to the northward
which resulted in the battle and victory
of Gettysburg I received by mail from the
War Department a document of which the
following is a copy

War Department Adjutant Generals
Office

Washington D C June 0 18C3
The following named enlisted man Is

hereby permitted to appear before the
Board of Examination of which Maj
Gen Silas Casey Is President at Wash ¬

ington D C Corporal R K Bcecham
Co H 2d Wis Vols

By order of the Secretary of War
Signed E D TowxsnxD A A Gen
Vols

KED TAPE IX TIIE AH1IY

Truly I was greatly elated over this
orly and favorable rr ply to my applica-

tion
¬

and very foolishly supposed that
such a permit emanating from the Secre
tary of War and signed personally by the
Adjutant General of the Army was au
thority sufficient to visit Washington bu
I had much to learn Red tape a term
used to designate the vexatious routine
and delay in business matters as practiced
by bombastic military sapheads could not
forbear a hand even in this transaction
so plain and simple to men of ordinary
common sense

I icported to my Captain expecting te
take the benefit of my permit without any
delay The Captain advised me to report
to the Colonel I expressed the opinion
that such was unnecessary as an order
front the War Department covered the
whole situation and he had but to report
me absent by said order but the Captain
was fearful that he might overstep the
bounds of military subordination and in
sisted that I should report to the Colonel
As an obedient soldier I so reported and
to my utter amazement was informed

that this permit from the Secretary of
War himself was not sufficient to pass
me to Washington but I must make appli-
cation

¬

to Gen Reynolds commanding the
First Corps for a leave of absence to visit
Washington and that I must attach there-
to

¬

this permit from the War Department
to show the Corps Commander that my
application had merit in it which being
approved by my Captain and himself
would l forwarded by him through the
regular otuciai cttanstl to Corps Headquartets for approval where without
doubt leave would be granted and on the
return of such leave of absence I could

f then go to Washington
I nrmly believed and attempted to

assert that an order or permit from the

J
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War Department was sufficient to govern
in this case without any monkeying with
the official channel or Corps Head-
quarters

¬

but the Colonel promptly and
decidedly overruled my attempt at argu-
ment

¬

saving
It would be impossible for you to

reach Washington on that permit You
would certainly be arrested as a deserter
if you made the attempt

At first Col Fairchild had jumped to
the conclusion that I must apply for a
leave of absence and had said so On
consideration he knew better or would
have known better had be considered but

sir the way to military
it would have lowered his official dignity
in his own estimation to have said so
As the Colonel would not even hear me
much less consider my opinio my only
course without creating a rupture was
to apply for a leave of absence and be-
lieving

¬

that such application could pass
through the regular official channel
from Regimental to Corps Headquarters
and return in 48 hours at most and that
this unnecessary proceeding would only
delay my trip for a few days I acted on
the Colonels orders and within 10 min ¬

utes my application for a leave of absence
together with ray permit from the War
Department were speeding through the
regular official channel In the direction

of Corps Headquarters while I in heavy
marching order was pursuing my way as
an obedient soldier along a hot and dusty
Iiighway in the direction of Gettysburg

Time rolled on So also did the Army
of the Potomac We traveled old famil-
iar

¬

paths and paths that were not so
familiar we left our battlefields of pre-
vious

¬

years far in the rear as we pursued
our march to the northward and still my
papers from the War Department with
my application for a leave of absence were
pursuing that mysterious official chan-
nel

¬

We reached and crossed the Po-
tomac

¬

River we marched oer the bor-
ders

¬

of Maryland My Maryland before
our eyes were the mountains beneath our
feet the valleys of the Keystone State
but from the regular official channel
my papers had not yet returned The
morning of July 1 dawned upon as over
muddy roads through drizzling rain we
marched to the memorable field of Gettys-
burg

¬

and when the battle was over as a
prisoner of war I accompanied Lee s de-
feated

¬

army to the shelter of the Virginia
hills beyond the Potomac and later took
a weary trip to Richmond After basking
for a season on sunny Belie Isle I was
among the fortunate who were paroled
and returned to Gods country arriving
in Annapolis soma time in the month of
August

Immediately after my return from jail
I wrote to my Company in the Army of
the Potomac to learn if my papers from
the War Department etc had been as
fortunate as myself and had returned
from the regular official channel and
lo with the answer which came in due
season came also my permit from the
War Department and a leave of absence
to visit Washington bearing date July 15
18G3 officially approved from Corps
to Regimental Headquarters in com-
pliance

¬

with the wishes of the Sec-
retary

¬

of War Thus it will be
seen these documents traveled the
regular official channel on their up-

ward
¬

journey from Regimental to Corps
Headquarters in the short space of 34
days but how long it took them to ac¬

complish the home run I never learned
At last I held in my possession a leave of
absence to visit Washington which had
passed safely through the regular official
channel and yet it was but so much
worthless paper for I was then far re¬

moved from the power and influence of
the commander of the First Corps and if
I still desired to visit Washington my

- J--if J

only hope lay In this old permit from the
War Department which was just as good
but no better than it was on the 12th of
June the day I first received it Althoiigh
by sad experience I had learned that the
Secretary of War was inferior in rank
to the Corps Commander of the Army of
the Potomac I still retained a lingering
hope that he was superior in lank to the
Commandant of Camp Parole Ifcnvever
when I presented said permit to the gal-
lant

¬

Major in command of the barracks
wheio I was quartered In the city with
the oral statement that I proposed visit¬

ing Washington the Major informed me
that a permit of that kind from the War
Department was of no use there only as
a recommendation for a leave of absence
for which if I desired I could make ap-
plication

¬

That he the Major holding the
Secretary of War in much esteem would
approve the application and forward theJ
same together with my paper from the
War Department through the regular
official channel to Col Root Command-
ant

¬

of Camp Parole where it would In
ail probability be approved and on its re-
turn

¬

I could visit Washington
Greatly though I admired the expedi ¬

tious manner with which documents of
this kind traveled the regular official
channel my late term In jail had added
an impatient recklessness to my spirit
quite foreign to my naturally

disposition and without entering into
an argument with the Major on the rela-
tive

¬

powers and authority of Col Root
Commandant of Camp Parole vs E M
Stanton Secretary of War of the United
States of America the Major would sure-
ly

¬

have gotten the best of the argument
in such a case I concluded to play hook- -
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ey and thanking the Major for his very
kind information took my departure

WORKTSa A BLUFF

The following morning I purchased a
ticket to Washington and took my seat
in the car when directly 1 was accosted
by an official of the provost department
who asked for my pasi With heating
heart but bold front I presented my
worthless permit from the War Depart-
ment

¬

just as if the Secretary of War
and the Adjutant General were persons
of authority The said official examined
the document with a critical eye and re-

marked
¬

with a wise and confident look
That wont pass you over this road

sir I answered Surely you are mis-

taken
¬

a permit from the War Depart-
ment

¬

not authority in Annapolis It is
all that is requisite anywhere in the Army
of the Potomac Ho replied The
Army of tho Potomac cuts no ice in my
department I tell you plainly that that
permit or whatever you call it is of no
use to you here Why look at its date
the 9th day of June last if authority in
the Army of the Potomac why did you
not use it while you were there I an-

swered
¬

I had good and sufficient rea-
sons

¬

for not using it then as I have for

this is hot conduct business
using it now all of which I have no call
to explain it is sufficient for you to know
that this permit comes from the War De-
partment

¬

and is signed by the Adjutant
General of the Army If it had been pre-
viously

¬

used it would not now be in my
possession uncanceled As you say the
Army of the Potomac cuts no ice in your
department but allowjne to suggest with
all due respect to you and the office you
hold that the War Department cuts some
ice even in the city of Annapolis and if
you refuse to allow me to pass on this
document Ill try my level best to learn
where you get the authority to counter¬

mand the order of the Secretary of War
This little bluff proed successful and
the official quietly abandoned the field

Arriving in Washington I reported to
the Board of Examination stating the
facts in my case and why I appeared
before said Board at that time on a per-
mit

¬

issued on the lth of June I also
exhibited my leave of absence from Corps
Headquarters of which I was justly
proud as it had passed through the
regular official channel suggesting that

the Secretary of War would be pleased to
learn of the great esteem in which he was
held and the promptness with which his
orders were obeyed by the general officers
of tho First Corps

Gen Cagey informed me that as I was
then a paroled prisoner of war nothing
could be done in the matter of examina¬

tion and promotion but after tbeing ex-
changed

¬

and rejoining my company in
the Army of the Potomac I would receive
another permit from the War Department
to visit Washington and appear before tlie
Board of Examination So it began to
appear that this line of promotion wa a
long line and somewhat tedious to follow
but one of the virtues that a soldier is
frequently called upon to exercise is pa-
tience

¬

A RACE TOR CEXTERVILLE

I went back to Annapolis and later
was exchanged and rejoined the army
finding my regiment still in the First
Corps stationed on the north bank of the
Rapidan River as far away from Wash
ington in mat direction as it had ever
succeeded in getting up to that date and
that very night about midnight we aban ¬

doned the position commencing a back-
ward

¬

movement which resulted in the
liveliest army race on record between the
Army of theKfltomac aijd the Army of
xsonnern Virginia lor the nights of Ccn
terville The roads of old Virginia were
in splendid condition our wagon trains
had been previously lightened by issuing
six days rations to the soldiers in order
that the trains might keep pace with us
and we made the best time ever made over
that race course and probably the best
ever made by nny army in tl world the
Army of Northern Virginia coming in
second best and closo to our heels It
was a splendid race We reached the
hights of Centervillc about 15 minutes
before tho Army of Northern Virginia
would have reached the same position had
not Lee discovered that he could not win
the race anyway and halted his army at
Bull Run to rest under the shade of the
trees

We formed our line of battle along the
hights of Centerville but Lee did not try
issue with us and during the time we held
that position I wrote the War Dennit- -
ment explaining the fate of my former
permit and the outcome of my subsequent
visit to Washington while a paroled pris ¬

oner of war also Gen Caseys assurance
mat anouier permit would bescnt me on
my reimn 10 me army nnd mat 1 was
there and in readiness to receive the same

In a short time the Army of the Poto-
mac

¬

made a forward movement rebuild-
ing

¬

the railroad as we advanced which
the Army of Northern Virginia had de ¬

stroyed seemingly out of sheer spite be
cause we had won the foot race We
slowly retraced the ground we had pre-
viously

¬

traveled so rapidly and on Nov
1 were encamped near Bristoe Station
That evening hardly five months from
aate or receipt ot my lirst permit I re-
ceived

¬

from the War Department a second
edition of the same article granting mo
the same privilege to visit Washington
and appear before Gen Caseys Examin ¬

ing Board
THROUGH reCULAK OFFICIAL CHANNEL

Again I reported the fact to Lieut G
M Humphrey commanding my com ¬

pany and by him was directed to report
to the Colonel of tho regiment The fol ¬

lowing morning I so reported to Col John
Mansfield who Instructed me to make an
application for a leave of absence etc
exactly as Col Fairchild had directed
on the former occasion and forward the
same through the regular official chan ¬

nel to Corps Headquarters
By this time the regular official chan

fl jOHftffvJ

nel had lost much ol itsjjjbtilTn A man
does not like to swing from the same

line forever Besidesthis second per-
mit

¬

which was as printed an exact copy
of the first had written in red ink across
the face thereof in nboldfcwfricgible hand
these words Not through the Headquar-
ters

¬

of the Army To illy humble under¬

standing it appeared evidentJhat the Sec-

retary
¬

of War was becomihgambitious to
be considered superior in rank to any
Corps General and in ftfttjlo the Com-
manding

¬

General of the Army and I call-
ed

¬

the Colonels attention to the written
words asking if sueli wadnotiheir import
but Col Mansfield likehujj predecessor
was very positive and jephed No sir
theres no other way bjg which yon can
leave the army but by aJcave of absence
from Corps Headquarters Well that
settled it and I made thejartplication but
concluded that I would not part this time
with my permit from thQ War Depart-
ment

¬

but go in person with my papers
through the regular official channel

My application for leave of absence
having been npproved by my company
commandant I presented it in person to
Col Mansfield for his signature which he
gave and I passed on through the reg-

ular
¬

official channel to Brigade Head ¬

quarters where they were approved by
Gen Sol Meredith Onward I passed
through the regular official channel to
Division Headquarters and there too
my application was approved by Gen Ly
sander Cutler Still on I passed through
the regular official channel up to the
very tent door of the Corps Commander
where I was admitted for just a moment
not into the presence of Gen Newton but
into the far more magnificent presence of
Cant C Kingsbury Jr Gen Newtons
Adjutant Gencial I approached him
with mv hat under my arm as becomes
an obedient soldier of the Great Repub-
lic

¬

when addressing his superior officer
presenting my papers and requesting in
a modest and unassuming manner thathe
would procure tnc necessary approval or
the Commanding General to my leave of
absence The Captain examined the pa
pers with a disdainful touch and a glit-
tering

¬

eye It was plain that his official
pomposity was stirred to the very bottom
of his august gizzard Immediately he
turned his withering gaze upon me and
spoke as becomes an officer holding a high
and honorable position

This sir is not the way to conduct
military business Yon a Corporal car¬

rying official papers from one General
Headquarters to another I am sin prised
that any such irregular proceedings should
be allowed at Division and Brigade Head
quarters Nothing of this Kind will be
tolerated hcie Go back to your company
at once sir and forward your application
mrougli the leguiar ollicinl channel and
it will receive attention when it reaches
these Headquarters

I was nearly paralyzed witli fear and
in a voice choked with emotion stammer-
ed

¬

as I took from his puissant hand the
papeis I so greatly valued

I beg your pardon Captain One of
these papers is an order from the War
Department for the other I have no use
You seem to understand your business
Captain and very likely the Secretary of
War understands his Then I tore the
application for leave of absence in his
presence threw the pieces upon the
ground put my pcrmitclirefiilly in my
breast pocket saluted tlfft JCantain and A
A G and took my leave

I did not return to my fonjpany as the
Captain had ordered hut remembering
that I had at Annapoliij Md bluffed an
official of the provost department with
so simple a document as aji oider from
the War Department ctnclyled that my
only hope of reaching Wapiingfon and
receiving a commission qjlinirting me into
the fraternity of militanyisvell heads lay
in accomplishing that samc exploit again
I went directly to the oflioc oft the Provost
Marshal at the station- - n more than
100 yards distant presented my permit
from the War Dcpartmont with the same
assurance that I would Jiavd presented a
leave of absence that hadfiriumphantly
passed through the reeularoofiieial chan
nel and asked for transportation to Wash- -
mtgon The Provost Marshal glanced at
the document and without question wrote
the transportation

To be continued

Capt Carter of den Coxs Staff
Editor National Tribune I see by

the issue of Sept 25 that Mrs S G
Lewis of Chariton Iowa wishes to learn
something about her father I did not
belong to the 72d 111 but frequently saw
Capt Carter at Gen Coxs headquarters
During the battle of Franklin after dark
Capt Carter was sent by Gen Cox to Col
E S Bond 112th UK with orders to move
the regiment across the pike following
the stone fence in the rear ot the Carter
House and garden to the locust grove At
the west end of the garden behind the
temporary breastworks weri other regi-
ments

¬

Capt Carter reached the 112th
III and delivered the orders to Col Bond
The regiment was formed and the Col-
onel

¬

had given the order 112th forward
file left march At the word march
the locust grove was lighted up by the fir-
ing

¬

of musketry Capt Carter at the time
was half way to the breastworks Col
Bond and six of his men were close to
Capt Carter Five of the men and the
Colonel were shot Capt Carter and I
reached the ditch at our breastworks
Every one who saw Capt Carter and my-
self

¬

going to the ditch said we were shot
Just as I reached the ditch three rebels
on the other side of the breastworks rais-
ed

¬

up and shot at me All three of the
bulbts struck my hat one passing through
the rim on each side of my head and the
other cutting the crown of my hat Capt
Carter and I crawled down the ditch to
the pike to see if we could escape and re¬

join the regiment but we found no oppor-
tunity

¬

We then returned to where I had
left my knapsack in the ditch We had
drawn rations that afternoon The Cap-
tain

¬

and I ate raw bacon and hardtack
that was our last meal for 20 hours The
Captain said we had better hide our
money He placed his in the lining of his
trousers I had three 20 bills two 10
bills four 5 bills and four 1 bills and
some shinplasters which I hid in my shirt
How much money the Captain had he did
not state Capt Carter cut off his shoul-
der

¬

straps ho that the rebels would not
know that he was an officer We were
searched many times but my money was
not found Capt Carter and I were to
gether until wo reacliedColumbin Tenn
Any comiade or other perspn who is es-
pecially

¬

inteiestcd in- - tlpfate of Capt
Cancr and will write hjcLwiII give fur-
ther

¬

information in my possession T E
Mathews Co A 112tbaP Eagle Giove
Iowa 13
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Adventures of an IrdniBrlgade Kan

Editor Tribune I have
been reading with n grMtrdcal of pleas
uie Capt R K Beccham Recount of the
lutuiiuii- - ui an xiuu urimuuu mail now

finini Illtllllhllpfl in vnnW rrnint cnlilint n

per It proves more jntqrcsting to me
ituiu uic Mii iuiii vuxil uvecuum servcu
with me in the 23d IT J f O T He
proves to be as good as he was
a soldier I hope he the history
of the 23d U S O for publication
giving a history of tlffc nne explosion
July 30 1804 when hejwas taken pris-
oner

¬

and how he was treated while in the
Hands of the Johnnies Harper Wilson
Captain Co K U S C T nnd Com
mander of Manitoba Post 592 Depart
ment i ennsyivania G A It Winnipeg
Manitoba

The Petersburg Express
Editor Tribune I nntiiin a recent Issue an inquiry regarding thegun known as the Petersburg Express

As the messages were sent directly over
our part of the line I made it a point to
investigate and found on the bights atuur rear one mortar and one 100 pound
Parrott rifle both manned bv th lfHi
N Y H A The mortar was sending
messages slowly while the Parrott wasurug Ie rapiuiy w li BECKHAM
112tU N Y Almena Kan

swrfjav ws j
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ajVTiter
wHIiwrite
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PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along the Whole

Line

WHITE OAK ROAD
F K White Bueler 14Gth N T 10

Lagrange St Cleveland O writes 1
was very glad to hear from Comrade
Beckwith iu your issue of Oct 9 His
regiment was in the timber to our left
and of course could not observe what 1
iliil It seems however that we should
agree about the weather Ono might
think from my writing mat me grouna
was frozen hard I did not intend to say
this Comrade Reckwitli does not even
give me credit for suggesting that the
weather was cold The fact is that the
night of March 31 was the qoldcst night
of the campaign so cold that we built
tires in the evening to get warm before
lying down to sleep Between 9 and 10
oclock the juud had stiffened so that we
could lie down on that same muddy corn-
field

¬

without soiling our blankets 1 usual-
ly

¬

slept nlono but that night I bunked
in with the Orderly Sergeant of my com-
pany

¬

in order to keep warm To speak ex-

actly
¬

I never saw the White Oak Road
at that point Didnt even go up to the
Confederate breastworks to look over be¬

ing more interested in looking around the
battlefield

broke open the doors of libbt
J W Rodccrs 123d Ohio of Liberty

Center O was among those who first en-

tered
¬

Richmond at its fall They found
the city in a blaze which threatened to
bum ud Libby Prison and Castle Thun
der where a host of Union prisoners were
confined The doors of the prisons were
locked and they could see the emaciated
forms of the prisoners at the windows im-

ploring
¬

help It var air the rebel au-

thorities
¬

intended burning up the prison
ers in their places of confinement Com ¬

rade Rodgcrs and some others picked up
a bar of railroad iron and drove it against
the door of Libby smashing it in at the
first blow and allow ing the prisoners to
come out who were tenderly cartd for
by the Union soldiers Comrade Itodgers
met some ot the prisoners who were con-
fined

¬

there at the recent National En-
campment

¬

at Washington

brothers in the 2d jowa battery
It J Itiittolnh Sergeant 2d Iowa Bat

tery Ogden Iowa has been interested in
tlin fist of brothers in single companies
and gives the following as having served
in the 2d Iowa Uattery Alexander z rsui
tolnli 2 Brown 2 Jovalts 3 Carpenter
2 Dodge 3 Davis 2 Ferguson 2 Gill- -

man 2 Jones 2 lolni on z utile
Lee 2 Payne 2 Phillips 2 Reed 2
Reader 2 Smith 2 Wilson 2 besides a
pair of Coons and two Fishes not small
ones either

NOT TORE OLE mizzoora
Comrade Biram Rushton of Unionville

Mo who served in the 17th Iowa writes
tlmt it must no longer be Pore Ole Miz
zoora for he and his comrades who have
settled near lnm have been niaKing a great
success Tlicy have hue larms on wincu
the red clover grows knee high to a Dutcli
mnn nnd nil other crons flourish similarly
They hold their lands at from 30 to 5100
an acre and tins tnougn mey are several
miles from a railroad They want the
other comrades to come out and see what
they have accomplished

scattering
Mrs Maria E Mohlcr 505 Ninth

street southeast Washington M L

writes that after the second nattie oi
Bull Run six Union soldiers were brought
to her home at Centciville Fairfax Coun
ty Va where she nursed them until mey
had recoveied sufficiently to be removed

1 B Work Secretary and Treasurer
of Col Dan McCook Brigade Association
Chiciiro III writes On Sent SM luux
Col Dan McCooks Third Brigade Sec
ond Division Fourteenth Corps held its
Annual Reunion at the Dead Angle on
Chathams Hill Kenesaw Mountain Ga

at the point on which the brigade made
the assault on June 27 1864 and where
they made a lodgment and maintained
their positidii within 83 feet of the Con ¬

federate works until the enemy evacuated
their position July 3 1804 While there
a Mr V B Channcll whose postofflce ad¬

dress is Marietta Ga showed me a
small piece of silver about half an
inch square with the following inscrip
tion James JHMlen Jo 1 isuth Kegt
N Y S V Mr Channells son found it
in the field in front of the Dead Angle
and desires to return it to James McGIen
or his family and will be pleased to hear
from him or his family

C W Jones Ponce Park Fla left at
The National Tribune office last week the
discharge of George K Smith Co G 73d
Pa The discharge was found in Hyatts
ville Md in 18G9 Mr Smith or rela-
tives

¬

can secure the discharge by ad¬

dressing The National Tribune
Comrade 31 N Ilallack of Parkers

Landing Pa attended the National En
campment and noted the fine appearance
made by the corps of ar Musicians He
now suggests that the musicians organize
in each State and hereafter head their De-
partments

¬

in the Grand Army parade
Comrade Ilallack was a drummer boy

Henry II Corey Co H 4th Ohio Van
wert O has the- - distinction of having
held the position of Post Commander in
three Departments Iowa Indiana and
Ohio He is now serving his third con-

secutive
¬

term as Commander of the Post
at Vanwert

BOY SOLDIER OF THE 34th OHIO

Enlisted at 13 and Served Four Years With
a rignting Regiment

John W Packham of Highland 3Id
claims the distinction of being the young-
est

¬

soldier of the rebellion who served
through the entire war In 1801 when
not yet 13 years old he enlisted and his
service under the Stars and Stripes ended
only when the Confederates laid down
their arms at Appomattox

The boy soldier as Comrade Pack- -
ham was dubbed during the war was
born of English parents in ueorgia ieb
5 1849 When the war broke out he went
with his parents to Cincinnati O His
career as a lighting man began in July
1SG1 when he enlisted as a fifer in Co
F 34th Ohio He was then just 12 years
and a few months old and a description
of him as enrolled in the enlisting papers
was as follows Four feet 3 inches high
light complexioncd hazel eyes nnd auburn
hair Although the youngster entered
the army as fifer he was at once assigned
as an orderly to the Colonel of the regi-
ment

¬

until he was 14 years old when he
went into the ranks with a musket At
the battle of Fayettcsville Sept 10 1802
the youthful soldier found himself in
the hands of the Confederates but
rnther than surrender he suffered himself
to be shot The story as told in the col-
umns

¬

of a newspaper published at the
time is as follows

At the late battle of Fayettesville Va
John W Packham fifer and regimental
marker son of Lieut Packham of the
34th Ohio Zouaves was with the ambu-
lance

¬

and about 100 yards in advance of
the regiment They were halted by 2000
rebels across a dry creek bottom about 50
yards from the roal Someone advanced
from the cover of the weeds and called out
Johnny being the only one in the train

who was in uniform
You little red top devil come over

here or Ill kill you
The boy answered No I cant do

that
Again tho Confederate called and

again the little Zouave said No Another
rebel now advanced n few paces and said

You little fool we wont hurt you if
you come over We only want to talk to
you

The little hero answered I know what
you want I cant come

The rebel thereupon took aim and
fired wounding the little fellow in the
center of the knee He fell and lay be--

NO SPAVINS
The worst possible epavia can be eared In

45 minutes KJortootf Cirta ia4 Spllats
last R8 qaiclc Not painful and never has
failed Detailed information about this
new method sent free to horse owners

Wrlta today Ak for pamphlet No 141
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DOCTORS ENDORSE
5WAMP RQQT

For Uric Acid Kidney and
Troubles

awl

A J HAILE M D

East Atlanta Ga March 1st 1001
DR KILMER CO Binghamton X 1

Gentlejikn While it has never been my
habit or Inclination to recommend remedies
tho Ingredients of which are not all known

seems

Root experience

liver

now
such

from use

expectation

that
complaint

ltoot
Its

These
phydclans

ont

out desperate
treatment

unsatisfactory

prescribe

properties

The and extraordinaryeffect the kidney liver and bladder
remedy Dr Kilmers Swamp ltoot soon It stands the highest for its
wonderful of the most distressing cases

and unhealthy kidneys are responsible for more sickness and suffering
than any therefore through causes

is permitted to continue results arc sure
We see a friend an acquaintance apparently well but in a

few we be grieved to of severe sudden caused
that type of Brights Disease
EDITOIUAL NOTE If you are sick or feel taking the famous

new discovery Dr Kilmers Swamp ltoot because as soon as your kidneys are
will all the to health A trial will convince

Sample of Swamp Root by Mail
You a sample bottle of this wonderful remedy Swamp sent ab-

solutely free by mail also book all about Swamp and containing
of the thousands upon thousands testimonial received men and

who one their in fact lives to the curative
properties of Swamp Koot In writing to Dr Kilmer ISinghamton N Y
he say this generous The National Tribune

If are already convinced Swamp you need can pur
the leguiar and one size at the every-

where any but remember the name Swamp Root Dr Kil-
mers Swamp Root and the addrcsp Binghamton N Y on every bottle

the contending parties during
hard fighting for that one shot

brought on the engagement in the rear
Young 1ackliam was finally brought oil
the field by Roberts private Co F
amid a shower of bullets without any fur
ther harm to his person but with six
bullet in the back of his jacket
Upon being asked why he did not go over

the rebels and save the little
hero said Because wanted me to
tell how soldiers were with
me

For ins act of bravery the sol
dier was presented a medal by the Colonel
of his regiment J T Toland he
proudly w ears yet as a memento of one of
the most thrilling experiences of his army
career The medal of silver and in

on the face as follows
Presented

by J T TOLAND to
JOHN W PACKHAM

Aged
Fifer Co 34th Reg Ohio Zous

for Bravery and No Surrender
at the Battle of Fayettesville Va

Sent 10 18G2
The reverse side inscribed as follows

Battles
of

Princeton
Fayettesville
Charleston Va

Chaplains Held as Prisoners of War
Editor NVtioxai Tribune I am

mnph intprested in an article of the 16th
inst from H Trumbull Chaplain of

I trust that the succeeding
numbers will add to the interest

I however am greatly in en or if one

RESTORES EYESIGHT
Actlna a Maneloua DUcorerv that Cnrei

All Afflictions of the Eo Without
or Dragging

There is no need for cutting drugging or prob
ing the eye for any form of disease There is no
risk or experimenting as thousands of people

Hh

v3fcSS

EKulNl

uaveuccucureuoi uuuuuns
failing eyesight cataracts
granulated lids and other
afflictions of the eye through
this grand discovery when
eminent occnlists termed the
cases

it mn w Vxirs xiuwe 1UU1 it
7 tviT writes AKua ccjuutcu

cataracts from both my eyes-
I can read well Am 65 years old
Robert Baker 80 Dearborn St 111 writes
I should hare been blind bad I not used Actina

is sent trial postpaid you will send
your name and to the New York London
Electric Association Dept 61B929 Walnut Street
Kansas City Mo ou will free a valuable
book Prof Wilsons Treatise on the Eye and on
Disease in general and you can rest assured that
your evesight and will be restored no
matter how many doctors have failed
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Tablets at 23 cents a
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by mall hen sold send us the money and we will ship you this
tnrmiRi nntTfat nf m ntecelh same davmonev is received
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DO YOU SCRATCH
ECZEMA ITCmNd SKIS PISEASES

T 11 mpthnd that nermnnent v cures all skin
I succeed when otbers Ml Trial treatment

and testimonials sent for six cents
TV llnllard 3lTlieodorcSDetrolr JHcb
I iniCC to do piece orkattlielrhomes Wefur
LttulEO nteh all and pay from 7 to f2

eekly Kxperience unnecessary tend stamped en
velope 10 IvU uu uesK 11 h uuuroesu iuluiku

AGEHTS OUTFIT FREE IelWiSS
12Hclbook25c150book50cSi50book75c Credit
given lub JOT Finn ClncinnatlO

Ctl CCSJCU UflUTCn ln every locality to sell
OHLCOHICn ITHII I tl our oils and greases to
tbe fanning and threshing trade Good opening for a
hustler Write fr particulars Lincoln Oil Co Cleve¬

land Ohio
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Bladder
to me It as if I should make an ex¬
ception In the case ot Dr Kilmers Smimp

My so far as I have test¬

ed It In my practice forces me to tho con ¬

clusion that It Is a remedy of tu greatest
value In all uric acid kidney bladder
and other inflammatory conditions of tho
genito nrlnary tract I take pleasure In
prescribing Swamp RooL In all cases
with a feeling of assurance that my patients
will derive great benefit Its I shall
continue to prescribe It In other cases In my
practice with the of tho best

Very truly yours

Gevtlemkx I have prescribed won
derful remedy for kidney Dr Kil ¬

mers Swamp with most beneficial ef
fect nnd knon-- of many cures by use

patient had kidney trouble as dla
nosed by other and treated with

Dr Kilmers Swamp Koot ef
fected a ture I am a man and ac
cept a specific where er I find It In an ao
ceptcd sthool or of It For
cases of kidney complaint under
with results I turn to Dr Ki-
lmers

¬

Swamp ltoot with the most flattering
I shall continue to It and

from personal observation state that Swamp
Itoot has great curative

Truly yours

27C 0th St Borough of Brooklyn X T
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statement relative to the number oC
Chaplains held as prisoners iu Libby is
correct

I know of but one occasion when thera
was a general suspension of the cartel re
lating to Chaplains and Surgeons and that
was during the Summer of 1S03 at which
time I was unfortunate enough to be num
bered as one of them

I was taken a prisoner at Winchester
Va under Gen Milroy and landed in
Richmond where I was placed in Castlo
Thunder and from there taken to Libby
Prison

The following Chaplains remained hera
in durance vile Joseph T Brown 6th Aid
E C Ambler C7th Pa James Harvey
110th Ohio E W Brady 110th Ohio
Geo H Hammer 12th Pa Cav O Tay-
lor

¬

5th Mich Cav C C AlcCabe 122d
Ohio L N Bondrye 5th N T Cav and
myself or the H7ta Pa And these were
the only Chaplains that were held
as prisoners of war to the best of my
knowledge

We were all released Oct 7 of the sama
year McCabe was left in the hospital
sick Eight of us met the returning rebel
Chaplains at City Point from the flag-of- -

truce boat I remember that there were
just 15 of them and I riled them a little
as 1 inquired if they were like Confeder
ate scrip at a discount

Of this batch of nine Chaplains I ant
informed that all have been called to
their reward above except Bishop Mc ¬

Cabe and myself If there is any cor-
rection

¬

in this list I should be glad to
hear from them David C Eberhart
Chaplain 87th Pa Shrewsbury Fa

The
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PENSIONS PENSIONS
Tho 117 cases which Mr Hnnter hail allowed in one day is undoubtedly a record

breaker It was only accomplished by hard work and close attention to business He is
at the Departments each day looking np neglected and rejected cases He will look od
yonrs free of charge and use all testimony found on file with Fame Fee only to he paid
alter yon nave received your pension Thousands ol pensions can be increased Will send
references in reply If you want a pension or patent without unnecessary delay write
at once to

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney

WASHINGTON D C
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