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An Awful Hour for the Right at Stone River

By CAPT HENRY A CASTLE Auditor for the Postolfice

Stone River was one of the great bat
tles of the war for the Union It really
began at Nashville Dec 2G 1SG2 and
ended at Murfrecsboro Jan 3 1863 in
the complete triumph of our arms But
Wednesday Dec 31 was the pivot upon
which its fortune turned For five days
the Armv of the Cumberland 430UO
strong under Gen AV S Boscerans had
boon nmrrhinsr skirmishing and manuver
tnir for n fiivnrihle nositioll Finally Oil

the night of Dec 30 the weary soldiers
lay down in line of battle unsneitercu in
lio fmstr Wintor nir and with their

nrrns in their hands well knowing that
on the morrow one of the decisive conflicts
of the war must be fought

Thi situation made this inevitable The
rinnfoilprate nnnv of Gen Braxton Bragg
about equal in stiengtb lay in a line sub
stantially parallel and only a lew uuiiiim
yaids distant interposing between us and
Murfreesboro less than thiee miles away

KiUncr Thus far shalt thou
come niid no farther It was a night of

and speculation to many
brave men the last of earth the finality
of mortal joy and sorrow

The writer was at the time Sergcnnt
Mnior of the 73d 111 attached to Schacf- -

fers Brigade of Gen Philip H Sheiidans
Division An hour before uayureaK uu

the 31st our vigilant Division Com-

mander
¬

marshaled his force in line fully
piepared for the onset of the enemy The
rules of strategy had taught Bosecrans to
expect that this would be made eaily in
the morning on the extreme right of the
line which was located less than half a
mile nest and south of Sheridans posi-
tion

¬

The attack came an hour after day¬

break but even then found the extreme
right unpiepared to resist it and one di-

vision
¬

after the other Johnson and Davis
Were forced back until Sheridan was
reached Our division aided by its three
batteries of aitillery held the ground as
long as possible but after much desper-
ate

¬

fighting was at length obliged to re-

tire
¬

which it did in good order to assume
a strougcr position to the left and lear

The regiment to which I belonged had
been assigned to the support of the artil-
lery

¬

massed at a commanding point in
Sheridans line and when the retrograde
movement commenced we were oidered to
follow the guns and resume our duty of
supporting it in the new position Obedi-
ence

¬

to this order seiaraled us for a time
from the remainder of the division as we
started on the detour made necessary by
following the artillery and we even be-

came separated from the latter through
inability to travel as rapidly as the horses
which drew the cannon We were duius
our best uuhing at double quick and in
good ordi across a cotton field already
swarming with the advance guard of an
exuberant foe who poured a stoim of bul-

lets
¬

into our ranks

CHECKING A VICTORIOUS ADVANCE

As we neared the farther extremity of
this field we were hailed by Gen Rous-
seau who had become separated from his
own division and seeing in our regiment
the only visible organized body of Union
troops proceeded to overrule the instruc-
tions

¬

we were trying to obey He peremp-
torily

¬

ordered the regimental commander
to halt in the dense cedar thicket border ¬

ing the field we bad just crossed and hold
that position until he could bring other
troops to our support

Not questioning the rightof Rousseau to
sisuine this control the Major in com ¬

mand conducted ns across a low rail fence
and into the border of the cedars a few
steps beyond Here we were halted and
formed in line facing the field we had just
crossed charged with the duty of imped ¬

ing the further progress of our energetic
pursuers We were here shelteied by nu-

merous
¬

stumps and trunks of trees which
had been dragged to the edge of the
standing timber when the field was clear¬

ed many- - years before A natural veiy
effective and very welcome breastworks
was thus provided and when we faced
bout the oncoming hosts of Confederates

who had followed closely in our reart were
given a very warm reception

A few of the more venturesome rebels
reached the rail fence less than 20 yards
from the muzzles of our muskets but
Bone ever returned Others paused at a
distance of 73 or 100 yards delivered
their fire and dropped to the giouud to
load and fire again Others came up in
their rear but no human endurance could
withstand the murderous fire poured into
them from our well piotected line rein-
forced

¬

now on the right and left by other
troons who had rallied to our assistance
We were armed with heavy unwieldy
Belgian muskets loud of voice very haid

kickers and of doubtful slaughter- -
power at long range but at close quarters
like these they got in tneir ucauiy worK
with unqualified effectiveness

The first rebel charge thus failed be
fore this unexpected opposition and the
enemy fell back behind a ridge to form
for another attempt Three times was
the brave endeavor repeated but each
time it met with an angry repulse Our
own losses were numerous But insignifi ¬

cant compared with those inflicted on the
enemy Here the victorious Confederates
met the first serious opposition they had
encountered and the time thus gained aid ¬

ed materially the efforts of Gen Rose
crans to reorganize his army and assume
the new position from which he Dually
won a snlendid victory

For fully half an hour this bloody angle
at the edge of the cedars was held against
overwhelming odds four distinct charges
having been as stated successively re-
pelled So strongly posted were our
troops that the position could have been
held indefinitely but for the fact that the
crumbling remnants of the defeated divi-

sions
¬

on our right having fallen back into
the cedar forest the vastly superior force
of the enemy directly pursuing them at
last flanked us out of our stronghold nnd
we were likewise compelled to retreat into
the depths of the wood

A PIVOTAL POINT

This little patch of cedars perhaps 200
acres in area contained unique features
that give au title to the
prominence it has obtained in history ns

ne of the pivotal points of a memorable
conflict The surface was a confused mass
cf rock lying in slabs and bowlders in ¬

terspersed with holes fissures and caverns
which would have made progress over it
extremely difficult if there had been no
timber but notwithstanding an almost to
tal absence of soil a thick growth of trees
covered it which seemed almost impene
trable The trunks ran straight up into
the air so close together that the tree
tops intermingled in a solid mass The
result was mat once rainy witnin tne
thicket the sunlight from above was most-
ly

¬

obscured and the vision extended but
a short distance horizontally the trees
shutting out a view of what was going
n outside Desolation was under foot

above was semi darkness around as
everywhere were the resounding avenues
f a seemingly Interminable forest

As our lines of battle which had been
defending the position just described re-

treated
¬

into this maze of wood and rock
we soon lost knowledge of what was hap¬

pening In front In flank or in rear ex ¬

cept as we could gather It from the por¬

tentous avalanches of sound which as ¬

sailed us from every direction
The enemy after his experience in the

otton field hesitated to advance rashly
among the trees but brought up his ar¬

tillery and poured a furious storm of shell
and grape into the woods Musketry was
also discharged somewhat at random but
In great aggregate volume by our pur-
suers

¬

then great guns from the defensive
rebel works at Murfrecsboro opened on
one of cur flanks and added to the confu
sion Our own comrades of other divi- -
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THE INFERNO THE CEDARS

Crushed

Department

apprehension

unimpeachable

wcre fighting vigorously to hold their part
of the line and repulse charges

Thus on all sides we were stormed at
and stunned by the conglomeration of
fiendish noises that came apparently from
every point of the compass Not the least
terrible of thee sounds was an occasional
explosion of the hot fierce indescribable

lebel yell which reached us from some
adjacent locality wheie fresh assault was
being made upon the battcied Union lines
Thus eveiy pulsation of the shattered air
carried a sound wave from some direction
each struggling with all the others for
first place in the riotous pandemonium

without orders and alone
Wf had no possible means of knowing

the result of the lighting going on aiound
us We seemed to be ctitiiely Mil rounded
by the enemy and to be practically pris¬

oners of war AVe eould do nothing for
our own defense and no cue seemed able to
give authentic oidcrs or even to conectly
guide us to a position of usefulness We
learned afterwaids that nearly all the
legiments of our division had halted and
fought near us and were now moving un-

der
¬

Sheiidans lead to an allotcd place in

WizmMr
I xm r

few of the VENTURESOME rebels beached fence
the new line of battle but we were sep-

arated
¬

from them and had no knowledge
of their whereabouts

We could scarcely see the length of
onr own short regimental line which was
often broken by the obstacles we met as
well as by the hordes of disorganized fugi
tives who were still pouring through seek
ing safpty in the rear The regiment tuns
frequently divided was with great diff-
iculty

¬

reunited and kept together amid this
chaos It was never for a moment disin ¬

tegrated that was one of the proud
boasts of its officers aud men throughout
the war and since I believe also that the
same is true of all the regiments in Sheri-
dans

¬

Division
Our retrograde movement was slow

pnnctnred with frequent short pauses
while we awaited developments and the
orders of superior authority We marched
and halted in line of battle always with
deliberation The musketry fire of the
enemy affected us little as the trees stood
in such close ranks that a bullet could fly
but a short distance without striking one
of them But the artillery worked some
damage and caused much apprehension in
addition to its incessant uproar

dabkness and confusion
Shells and cannon balls shrieking over

our heads occasionally cut off a tree top
and sent it crashing down inflicting injury
by its splinters and causing consternation
where it fell A solid shot struck the
barrel of a musket which a soldier was
carrying on his shoulder sent the man
sprawling to the ground and bent the
Belgian relic into a symmetrical but un-
serviceable

¬

curve A shell exploding near
the left of our regimental line about five
feet from the ground instantly killed the
four men into whose midst it was falling

There was no opportunity for resistance
and the strongest nerves would finally
quail under exposure to unseen dangers
Men with weaker nerves naturally became
hysterical and lachrymose losing what ¬

ever self control they would ordinarily
have and abandoning themselves to de
spair when not sustained by the discipline
and comradeship of an effective organi
zation Xliosc wno never before realized
the value of military drill fully understood
its necessity now The touch of elbows
means much more than mere physical con
tact It means an electric current of sym
pathy and heroism flowing down the line
from soul to soul which gives confidence
and hope wins victories and inspires to
deeds of valorous achievement

For half an hour no real fighting was
done by us at least in the matter of tir
ing in fact we could have done little at
best as our ammunition was cntiicly ex
hausted when we fell back from the posi
tion at the border of the cedars Every
soldier nearly had consumed his allotted

4U rounds eacn cartridge including a
big musket ball and two buckshot
Neither was the danger just now immi-
nent

¬

but taken all in all it was a place
of fearful trial largely because we were
thus In absolute ignorance of our sur-
roundings

¬

and destination Wc lost all
idea of points of the compass and the
lapse of time Organizations which re
mained intact measurably preserved their
morale but those which had been pound ¬

ed to pieces in the open field were unable
to regain discipline in this whiihviud of
darkness and confusion

Brave men were utterly demoralized
frantic with fear and paralyzed with dis-
couragement

¬

Officers waved their swords
and shouted and swore and pleaded in a
vain attempt to stem the tide and rally
their commands There could not possi
bly have been any worse exhibitions at
Bull Run or Cedar Creek than were wit
nessed here

OUT OF THE WILDEBNESS

It was a typical disgraceful inexcusable
stampede But fortunately the demorali-
zation

¬

lasted bnt a brief period and no re-

ports
¬

of it have extended into the realms
of newspaper comment or the domain of
history It was all over in nail an Hour
The csdars were passed and when sun ¬

shine and open country were reached the
panic instantly subsided Men sought
their colors fell into line and fought
through the remainder of the battle and
through two years more of cruel war with
a bravery that royally atoned for this mo
mentary lapse of valor and loyalty

This fearful phenomenal ordeal this
strain upon nerve and spirit made notable
the episode of Sheridans battle among the
cedars for of nerce nguung in the intri

was sound and fnry In abundance but the
casualty returns were merciruiiy meager
The Confederates warned by the calami-
ties exnoriencod in charging blindly
against our troops lined up at the fringe
of the wood carefully refrained from fol ¬

lowing us into its dcoths until the whole
area had been thoroughly shelled and our
forces had passed through into the open
region beyond

Had they known how empty were our
cartridge boxes and the terrible demorali-
zation

¬

of a large proportion of our troops
at the time they would doubtless nave
followed more closely and caused much
more trouble As it was our losses were
few during our progress through this wil
iIpi iipss nnd onlv the sensational ex
periences just alluded to but impossible to
ipsr iihp made the affair memorable or
thrilling

rtnr hn prdnr forest had been tra
mi coil nml tho rlonr snnnv fields beyond
had been reached Sheridans forces with
a heavy list of killed and wounded as n

result of the earlier collisions but with
few stragglers or missing were formed
anew in line of battle the ammunition
was replenished the three brigade com
manders who had been killed were re¬

placed and the splendid division was
ready under its intrepid commander to
pci foi in new prodigies of valor during the
long liours succeeding in mat uusy oiouwj
day

So rapidly had events happened that it
was onlv 10 oclock in the forenoon when
we emerged from the cedars fiom that
hour until 5 in the afternoon there was
heavy fighting and more losses in stoic
for these devoted warriors But no other

a more toe
features of the day or of the battle equal
led in intense emotion aud absorbing inter-
est

¬

and appalling terror those of the half
hour in the cedar forest when the sun
was darkened by an eclipse the ground
rent into chasms as by an earthquake and
tne wnole atmosnnere ecnoed witu tne
reverberations of a thousand thunders

With Grant in Missouri
Editob National Tribune After a

days march in the hot Missouri sun Sum
mer of 01 our regiment --1st 111 arrived
tired and dusty at a beautiful creek and
mill pond perhaps a mile or two from
Florida Mo and as the object of our
visit Dick Harriss rebel troops had
sought other quarters it was but a very
short time until that mill pond was liter-
ally

¬

alive with an army of soldiers in un-
dress

¬

uniform The proprietor lived in a
two story frame near and possibly more
through fear for his property than from
love for Yankees invited the Colonel
and some others of us to supper the invi-
tation

¬

being accepted with commendable
promptness After a long waiting we were
seated to as fine a meal sb the genius of
the Old Virginia hostess could prepare She
was of the old school Virginia aristocracy
and sat at the head of the table very dig-
nified

¬

and as erect and straight as an In-
dian

¬

Grace being said by Chnplain
Crane she turned to the Colonel and after-
wards

¬

to each of us and in the most pre-
cise

¬

manner possible said Would you
prefer coffee or tea The table furnish ¬

ings were fine but clearly of a style in
vogue many years before as indicated by
the very small pure china teacups with
handles and the odd shaped sugar bowl
and teapot which I doubt not were
brought from Old Vfrginia when they
concluded to find a home in the West On
one side of the table sat Col U S Grant
and Chaplain Crane who afterwards by
appointment of President Grant served
several ycara as Postmaster at
Springfield 111 On the other Quar-
termaster

¬

Jack Jones and myself
Word of our arrival soon reached
the village nnd a number of citizens came
out to our camp a regiment then being
quite a show ours being the first in that
vicinity Among these visitors was a min-
ister

¬

who soon became acquainted with
our Bro Crano and invited him to go
home with him and stay over night The
invitation was accepted and as they drove
off together Col Grant laughingly bid
him good by saying he never expected to
see him again Reveille woke us after a
fair nights rest nnd another days march
put us in camp again at Salt River Bridge

E M W Martinsville Ind

Record of an Illinois Company
Editob National Tribune Co G

119th III has a record of brothers and
near relatives as interesting as any pub
lished in The National Tribune Alvin
and Washington Boice enlisted at the or
ganization of the company Alvin died in
the service Griffith B and Columbus Bolt
were members of the company Columbus
died in the service Four brothers Will
iam George J John and Valrntinc Bris-
tow served unscathed and were mustered
out at the close of the war George W
and Abiliu and David Sstuartrcoeived hon-
orable discharges at the end of the war
James and Ncphi Clapper respectively
uncle and nephew both served with the
company Robert andFrederick Peuick
brothers aged respectively 03 and 60 and
also Roberts two sons William and
Daniel while another son John belonged
to the 114th 111 Fredericks only son
liable for military duty Charles Penick
served in Co A 21st Mo The above men-
tioned

¬

Robert and Frederick were remark-
able

¬

men Both were past the age of mili
tary service DUt so thoroughly imbued with
patriotism nothing could keep them from
the service of their country in her need
Robert was with the Kentucky riflemen in
the battle of New Orleans under Gen An
drew Jackson Jan B 1815 being then
only 16 years old He enlisted under Lin
colns second call for 300000 more Aug
11 1802 when past 63 years of age Both
brothers v ere stanch Democrats and con-
sistent members of the Old School Bun-
tist Church Immovable in their opinions
incorruptible in their characters and of un-
bounded

¬

patriotism they freely gave up
their own lives besides three of the lives
or their sons to the cause they considered
to be right Such men and such sacrifices
are what has made our country great has
Kept her so ana will continue to so keep
her to the end P C SiUTll 119th 111

alons far to the left and outside the forest cades of the forest there was none There Kansas City Mo

-

BEFORE PETERSBURG

An Acconnt of the Operations f the Artillery
Contingent by an Officer ofjfcjs siege Train

Editob National Tribute I write
to add my share t0therarovorsy bring
carried on in your Intercstnig paper re-

garding
¬

the identity of tliS Petersburg
Express There have been many sur-
mises

¬

guesses nnd hearsay opinions ex-
pressed

¬

but I shall aim tojKvc only facts
I have before me the official report of Mnj
Samuel P Hatfield ChioOrdnnnce Offi ¬

cer Sieflb Artillery Armies operating
against Richmond and Petersburg made
immediately after the cldseJof operations
in that memorable campaign and as I
under the direction of Maj Hatfield com-
piled

¬

the statistics of thisrefport its copy
in the archives of the War Department
I think I may reasonably claim for it more
accuracy than some of the statements al-
ready made I would state that all bat
tery commanders had to report each morn-
ing all events taking place in their i elec
tive batteries during the preceding 24
hours giving number of shots fired from
what gun or mortar etc These reports
were filed in the Ordnance Office and
from them the report of Mnj Hatfield
was made by me

The 13 inch mortar used by the 1st
Conn H A in front of Petersburg and
widely known as the Petersbmg Ex-
press

¬

had the bolt byswhich it was rais ¬

ed or lowered accidentally broken in a pe-

culiar
¬

manner It was the only moitar
of its size used before Petersburg Com
rade Frank Miller who helped serve this
mortar during its period of service there
some eight years ago visited Fortress
Monioe aud among other mortars saw
and recognized this by the broken bolt be ¬

fore mentioned but to make assurance
doubly sure he took the number of the
piece and wilting to Washington for in
formation was informed that he was cor-
rect that it was the identical one used be
fore Petersburg By consultation with
other comrades steps were taken to in
tcrest Congiessman Russell of Comict li
eu t who succeeded in persuading the
Government to grant the moitar to the
Regimental Association of the 1st Conn
H A when it was brought to Hartford
nnd now surmouuts the monument of the
lcgimcnt as has been already stated The
mortar was fired from a platform car
strengthened for the purpose running on
a line of track near Fort Sedgwick and
while it did not lire as many rounds ns
many other guns and mortars nor do the
execution in the city yet its 200 pound
shells dropping within the Confederate
lines outside the city made it a terror to
the enemy The number of shells fired
from it was 218 Following I give the
number of rounds fired fiom our other
batteries and the kind of gun or mortar
from which filed viz

Battery No 1 20 pouudcr Parrott ri-

fled
¬

833 shot
Battery No 4 20 pounder Parrott ri-

fled
¬

3612 shots
Battery No 5 8 inch siege mortars

0200 shots
Battery Ns 30 pounder Parrott ri-

fled
¬

40j0 shots
Battery No 9 24 ponnder Cocbom mor-

tars
¬

3742 shots
Battery No 10 24 ponnder Cochorn

mortars 95 shots
Battery No 10 8 inch siege mortars

4342 shots 1
Battery No 11 8 mch siege mortars

1023 shots 3- - t
Battery No 11 24 ponnder Coehorn

mortars 271 shots 3- - n
Battery No 12 24 pounder Coehorn

mortars 9125 shots in
Battery No 12 8 incu siege mortars

3008 shots iBattery No 14 8 inch diege mortars
836 shots n i

Battery No 15 24 pounder Coehorn
mortars 315 shots J1

Fort Morton better known in the army
as Fort Hell 10 inch siegctaortars 1258
shots b-

- b
Fort Morton 4Hj inch ordnance guns

1171 shots
Battery No 17 4a incfiordnance guns

1611 shots fFort Emory 4 incfifDor5dnance guns
148 shots

Battery No 20 8 inch siege mortars
1765 shots

Fort Rice 10 inch siege mortars 360
shots

Fort Sedgwick 8 inch siege mortars 14
shots

This gives a total of 44006 rounds fired
from the batteries served by this regiment
in front of Petersburg

Our batteries in the Army of the James
and on the lines of the Bermuda Hundred
I ront fired 1 1878 rounds making a grand
total of 61884 rounds weighing a trifle
over 879 tons The number of siege guns
and mortars on this siege train was 107
The 1st Conn H A also served the siege
train on the Peninsula under McClellan
and Maj Doule of the Queens Royal
Art London sent by his Government to
watch artillery operations during this
campaign in his report stated that the
weight --of the guns and mortars used
number weight and efficiency of projec-
tiles

¬

used and the general efficiency of the
officers and men of the 1st Conn Art was
far in excess of anything shown in the
Crimean war in spite of the fact that the
artillerymen of the European armies weie
generally veterans of long service and
much experience while our guns were
served by men and boys not long from
the ranks of civil life and unskilled in
the art of war The records show that
just as unstinted praise was given this
regiment by such Generals as Meade
Hancock Hunt and Barry of our own
army Both Colonels of the regiment
Robert O Tyler and Henry S Abbot
were the recipients of high honors at for-
eign

¬

courts by reason of their connection
with the operations of these siege trains

When the 1st Art was mustered out of
the service the 25th of September 1865
Gen Barry U S A as a farewell token
wrote as follows

As Chief of Artillery successively of
the two principal armies of the United
States during the four years of war now
happily ended I have enjoyed unusual op-
portunities

¬

of observation You will on
this account value my opinion when I as-
sure

¬

you that the 1st Conn Art in in-

telligence
¬

aud the acquirements of its spe-
cial

¬

arm stands unrivalled in the armies
of the United States This regiment
also has the unique distinction of being
the first sworn into the service of the
United States for Three years or the
war- - a regiment raised in Pennsylvania
and credited to California being the sec-
ond

¬

It was also thcMargest in the ser¬

vice having enlisted during its period of
sen ice 3802 officers aiaHmen Cos B
G and L under Col Abbot participated
in the attack on and remturo of Fort
Fisher at the month oPthe Cape Fear
KlVer IN U WALTER 1 Sage 1st
Conn H A National Home Milwaukee
Wis u

What Company1 Wis It
Editob National Triune In your

issue of Nov 0 under thisaheading occur-
red

¬

the following
Gen Schofield Informf4ime a ew days

ago that when the Union troops were re-
treating

¬

from Columbia to Franklin Tcnu
on the night of Nov 29 1664 he ordered
an officer with a company of men to take
position on the crest ot a bill guarding a
road that enered the picjetween Colum-
bia

¬

and Spring Hill and thold that posi ¬

tion until personally relieved by him Scho- -
neiu it was one of the instances in
which a part of a command has to be
sacrificed to save the whole army He
never knew to what regiment the commaud
belonged Will some reader of The Na-
tional

¬

Tribune who knows give the facts
in the case J Fbaise Richabd His-
torian

¬

Army of the Ohio Washington
D O

From Edward Mathews presumably a
member of the 129th Ind living at Col
ton O under date of Nov 7 1 have re ¬

ceived a letter from which I take several
extracts

I saw a request to give the facts as to
what company was left to guard a road
between Columbia Tcnn and Franklin
The company put on that road was Co A
of the 129th Ind They stayed there until
the army had passed and then J D Cox
xode up and the Colonel Zollinger met

yg s i jjy-jsypi-fi-

him on the pike nnd told him what his or-
ders

¬

were Cox told him that he Cox had
no right to countermand orders from Gen
Scholield but he snidTbis is the last of
everything He said his advice was to
abandon the post and fall in on the pike
nnd follow tie army The Colonel ordered
the loiig roll bciteu and we fell In and
marched to Franklin getting there by day-
light

¬

the next morning
I would not be so snrc that it was Co

A but it was one of the companies of the
129th Ind but the whole regiment was at
the crossroads and nil fell in together

As to the conversation between Gen
Cox and Col Zollinger I got that from his
own Zollingers month a few weeks be-
fore

¬

his death
It had been claimed by Comrade James

Doyle of the 1120th Ind that it was Co
A of that regiment that performed the ser-
vice

¬

in question Accordingly I addressed
a note to Capt J L Ilouchen Co A
120th Ind of the Sixth Auditors Office
in this city I received from him a letter
dated Nov 13 from which I quote a para ¬

graph After giving a brief account of his
work in that retreat he says No X was
not the man ordered by Gt n Scholield to
take position on the hill on the night of
Nov 29 The Captain very justly ami
appropriately sajs what too many fail to
observe I am like George Washington
I cant tell a lie or at least I will not to

gam notoriety
The little inquiry will I trust result in

ascertaining the truth in the premises
which is after all what is needed in all
historic investigations J FRAlfeU RICH
ARDS Secretary and Historian Army of
the Ohio Washington D U

Tho Siege Train at Petersburg
Editor National Tribune In an ¬

swer to the inquiry of Sergt J C Iiadri
21st Conn in your issue of Oct 10 and
to correct the impressions of Lieut John
S Brady 1st Del A A A G Second
Division Second Coips I would present
tho following facts in regud to the
famous Petersbmg Express-- referred to
by them wliith I take fiom tho records
compiled at the time from the morning
reports of the commanders of the differ-
ent

¬

batteries comprising the Siege Artil-
lery

¬

armies operating against Richmond
and Petersburg

The Petersburg Express was a 13
inch moitar mounted on a platform car
specially fitted up for the purpose and
was filed from the same the recoil being
largely taken up by the car running back
on the rails It was mounted used nnd
commanded by the officers and men of the
1st Conn II A who served the guns and
mortars of the siege train under both
McClellan in the Peninsular campaign and
Grant in the ono culminating at Appomat ¬

tox This siege train consisted of about
107 guns and mortars from the 24 pound
Coehorn Moitar to the 200 pounder Par ¬

rott gun and the batteries were scattered
all along the lines from the right of Rich ¬

mond to the left of Petersburg nearly
all of which were served by the 1st Conn
H A This same 13 inch mortar now
surmounts the monument of the regiment
on the ground of Bushnell Park next the
State Capitol Hartford Conn Its weight
is something over 17000 pounds and at
the time of its servic the heaviest piece
of ordnance ever used side report of Maj
Doule of the Queen s Royal Artillery
Eng who was attached to the staff of the
commander ot this regiment The 1st
Conn H A has the distinction of being
the first three years regiment sworn into
the United States service as well as that
of being the only regiment which served
the siege train of the Army of the Poto-
mac

¬

during the whole period of the war
Two companies of the regiment used their
guns 20 pounder PaTotts as light artil
lery after tho close of the Peninsular cam-
paign

¬

winning many commendations from
officers in high standing for their eff-
iciency

¬

During the siege trains service
under Urant there were over 61000 shots
fired from its batteries a record of nearly
every shot of which is in my possession
at the present time showing from what
battery and gun fired and by whom such
battery was commanded Walteb F
Saoe 1st Conn n A Lock Box No 72
National Soldiers Home Milwaukee
County Wis

The 23d Ky
Comrade I P Adams Co C 23d Ky

Greenville Tex writes In The Na-
tional

¬

Tribune of Oct 23 Comrade W W
Jacobs claimed that the 23d Ky was
mustered into the service in October 1861
I enlisted Dec 20 1801 at Camp King
Covington Ky and we were mustered in
either the last of December 1861 or early
in January ltw l don t remember march¬

ing to Newport Barracks to be mustered
We left Camp King about Jan 15 1862
and went by rail to Lexington Ky where
we camped in Camp De Courcey along with
the 16th Ohio We left there in February
and marched to Nicholasvillc Danville
Lebanon and to a bridge on Rolling lorI
where we camped a short time Leaving
there wc marched back to Lebanon nnd
to Bardstown and on to Louisville Ky
where we embarked on the steamer Diana
and went to Nashvilie Tcnu by way of
Cumberland River We landed at Nash-
ville

¬

March 17 1802 and marched from
there to Lebanon Tcnu aud camped
there

The 77th 111 at Vickstmrg

Survivors of tho 77th III aro taking
steps to mark sites occupied by their regi
ment during the Vieksburg campaign
Comrades E R Mann of Peoria Win
Bocock of Washburn and Joseph Daw-
son

¬

of Elmwood have been appointed n
committee to collect funds Comrades M
J Wald of Gridlcy and Comrade Buck-
ingham

¬

of Washburn recently visited
Vieksburg as representatives of the 77th
III to select bites for the regimental
monuments

They went carefully over the battle-
ground

¬

nnd had no difficulty in locating
tho fort that they had charged on May
22 1863 but surroundings are so changed
that it was hard to locate the camping
ground during the siege and also the fort
that they mined to during the siege and
which they were within 10 feet of when
the works surrendered on July 4 Stakes
were finally driven where the regimental
flag was placed on the fort and that is
whero the monument will stand There
will also be one placed where the line
of the regiment was on Slay 22 one where
the regiment was camped during the siege
and one for Gen A J Smiths headquar ¬

ters The loss of the 77th on the 22d
was 130 killed and missing

How a Penny
May Cure a Sick Friend

Simply write a postal card telling me
who needs help Tell mc which hook to
send

Spend but that penny to aid your sick
friend then I will do this

I will mail him an order good at any
drug store for six bottles Dr Shoops
Restorative He may take it a month
at my risk If it succeeds the cost is
550 If it fails I will pay the drug-

gist
¬

myself
Thnt may seem too fair to be possible

but try me I have furnished my treat-
ment

¬

on just those terms in hundreds of
thousands of difficult cases My records
show that 39 out of each 40 have paid
and paid gladly because they got well

I willingly pay for the rest
The remedy that stands that test is n

result of a lifetimes work It is the only
remedy yet made that strengthens the in
side nerves My way alone brings back
the nerve power which operates the vital
organs There Is no other way to make
weak organs well

You will kuow it when you read my
book

Slmnlr state which
boolc you want and
addrci Vr bboop
Box HI Ituclne Wb

Book No 1 on Dyspepsia
Boole No 2 on the Heart
Book No S on the Kidneys
Boole No 4 for Women
Boole No 5 for Men sealed
Book No Oou Rheumatism

Mild cases not chronic are often cured by one or
two bottles At all Urufislau

wjyJfcwfe

DID NOT KNOW SHE
HAD KIDNEY TROUBLE

Thousands of Women Have Kidney Trouble
and Never Suspect It

Gertrude Warner Scott Cured by the Great Kidney Remedy Swamp Root
Women suffer untold misery because

the nature of their dKense is not correctly
understood in many cases when doctoring
they are led to believe that womb trouble
or female weakness of some sort is re
sponsible for their ills when in fact dis ¬

ordered kidneys are the chief cause of
their distressing troubles

The mild and extraordinary effect of the
world famous kidney and bladder remedy
Dr Kilmers Swamp Root is soon real ¬

ized It stands the highest for its won ¬

derful cures of the most distressing cases
A trial will convince anyone and you may
have a sample bottle sent free by null

Ainnng the many famous cures of Swamp
ISoot Investigated by the Washington National
Tribune the ono we publish this week far
the benefit of our nuitcrs speaks In the
highest terms of the woutlri fill curatlre
properties of this grciit Kidney remedy

Doctors Said I Had No Kidney
Trouble

Vinton Iowa Julv irth 1302
DH KITMiil i CO Ithighamton X Y

Gentlemen My trouble began with pain
In my stomach anil track so severe that It
seemed as if knives were cutting me I was
treated by two of the best physicians In the
country and consulted another None of
them suspected that the cause of my trouble
was kidney disease They all told mc tht
I had cancer of the stomach ami would die
I grew so weak that I could not wait any
more than a child a mortth old aud I only
weighed ninety pounds One day my brother
saw In a paper your advertisement of
Swamp Iioot the great kidney remedy He
bought me a bottle at our drug store and I
took It My family could see a change In
me for the better so they obtained more

and

Sample Bottle of Swamp Root Sent Free
EDITORIAL KOTE You may have sample bottle of this wonderful remedy

Swamp IJoor sent absolutely free by mail also a book all about Swamp Hoot
and containing many of the thousands upon thousands of testimonial letters re¬

ceived from men and women who owe their good health in fact their very to
the great curative properties of Swamp Koot In writing to Dr Kilmer
Biiiglinmtoii X Y be sure to say you this generous offer in the Washington
National Tribune

If you are already convinced Swamp Root is what you need you can pur¬

chase the regular fifty and one dollar size bottles the drug stores every ¬

where Dont make any mistake but remember the name Swamp Root Dr Kil-
mers

¬

Swami Itoot and the address Binghamton N Y on every bottle

PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along the Whole

- Line

NEW YOIiK DRAFT RIOTS

Wm barter Co K 70th N Y Ala
meda Cal writes When the New
York draft riots began I was in a hos
nitnl at Newark N J There was great
excitement Capt Graham an officer of
the Excelsior Brigade I believe then in
the hosnital as the result of the renin- -
sular Campaign having lost an
reading an account of the riots to a num- -

hpr of men around him Some one pro

posed that we offer our services in sup
pressing the riot Capt Graham said
Organize a comnauy Those who want

ed to go were told to Fall in A line

formed two deep Capt Graham has
tened to the telegraph office and wired
the Mavor of New York offering our ser

vices The reply came Bring your com

mand down We gathered tip some ow
suns that were around the hospital and
tool passage on the 420 p m train Ar
riving in New York foot of uoruauu
street we landed and marched up Green-
wich

¬

street thence to Hudson The negro
hanged by the mob was still there sur-

rounded
¬

by the enraged rioters who were
piling straw under the body with the in ¬

tention of burning it We passed on the
other side of the street Wc were cursed
by the mob and several shots were nreu
11f nnw1 n tlia nHlna nf tho flllipf Of

Police located I think on Addison street
Wc then marched to the 7th Avenue Ar-
mory

¬

where we were given Springs
rifles and 40 rounds can The rioters
had threatened to bum the armory aud
therefore we were stationcu at tuisirauu
nnA mmotnnt in nnssessinn until AVodllCS- -

day morning when the Wilson Fire Zou-

aves
¬

arrived and wc marched out leaving
the armory to them iater we were sup-
port

¬

to a four gun battery that had been
sent to New York from the Army of the
Tnnmn Tim filVif tlift rintim tnnk the
42d street brewery we were double quicked
to that point en route being fired on fiom
windows and house tops A few volleys
dispel scd the rioters One volley was filed
bv the battery blank cartidges being used
Soon after we were ordered to Hudson
street where a file had been started by
the moo wc urove duck ie nuieis mu
held them at bay Thursday Governor
eAn ntlrtul in Ww York Oitv and
adveitised that he would address the
rioters at the City Hall About iuuuu

i 1 n- viTit WT formed OU

the City Hall steps in front of the Gov-

ernor
¬

facing the mob The mob heeded
not the ad ice Governor Seymour The
v vrt- - TViitmo Tliilldin- - wns stormediu auiu iwi c -- - -- -
aud the full police foice was required to
restore order wc men iook possession ui
Cosicks on City Hall Square The next

nlnn Tiln Tao linn 1 rttrz were
threatened we marched at double quuk
into the uasemeut oi tue ouuuuis iuc
policemen formed outside and in case they
were defeated we weie to form the for
lorn hope Next wc were sent to the ar-
mory

¬

After seven days and nights of
almost continuous activity our services
were no longer required the liot having
come to an cuu ve marcueu uuu
Trnolii iTr OTiccml vfli tniiB hntpfc nml Dub- -

lie buildings the people cheering us and
reached City Hall Thence we marched
down Jortland street crossed tne ierry
and went to Taylors Hotel where we had

suustauuai nieai
EFFECTIVE WORK OF TUE PARROTT GUN

T E Hibbcrt Battery C 2d Pa H
i Aiinmu Knh is snmriseil at the con

troversy regarding the Peteisburg Ex--
TT cnnnl n tho KtehteCIltb

JJiCSS J i ovsu
l nin nnA ina r nrntttr thornilfrll KllOWl--

edge of what took place around the
Cockade Jity from June ia iou umu

January ISOli Comrade Hibbert states
flu Pvnjwe wna in nnprfltiou a

long time befoie the 13 iuch mortar was
mounted The mortar was intenueu to
drop shells into the rebel rortiucauous
onil nnr fnr SO O rninst tllfc citV DTOner
The Parrott gun was manned by the
1st Conn It A ana lor a time iuu as
its target the clock in the Court Hous
nlilnnl 1ir lnM u n never hit one
shell struck the uourtuouse anotuer ue
stroyed large part oi a jcweiry siuru
ni cnwl tbfir still innther shell ex--
UUU 1 JJ J fc - -

ploded on Old Street killing a bride and
gloom gust ns tuey were ieauis mt
church When he entered Petersburg
PmniHida TTHdiorr fontiil nviileneo of the
destruction wrought by the rifled gun He
is quite sure none ot uie monar sueus eim
reached Petersburg After the capture of
tne city tiomraue riiuuen was aais---
to provost duty

OEN HAYSS BRIGADE
Tilin TlrnnV First Tipiitennnt 1st

Del Medicine Lodge R rites Re
ferring to IlCKCt BUOts ov --v anu xor
the information of Comrade Henry R
fltff Cn fj 111h N V will stiv that
his regiment together with the 39th
lotli and llitli iy i an unuer commauu
of that gallant Pennsylvania soldier Gen
Alexander Hays not Hayes joined the
Thiid Division the Second Corps at
Gum Springs Va in the midst of a

V

and I continued the nse of Swamp Itoot regu ¬

larly I was so weak and run down that It
took considerable to build me up again I
nm now well thanks to Swamp Root
weigh 1 18 pounds and nm keeping house for
my husband and brother Swamp Root cured
me after the doctors had failed to do m
particle of good

MES SCOTT

a
telling

lives
Co

read

that
cent at

arm was

of

a

T

of

drenching rain during the evening of June
25 18fi while the Second Corps was en
route to Gettysburg Pa On joining tht
Second Corps Gen JIays took command
of the Third Division and Col Clinton D
McDougall of the 111th N Y assumed
command of the above or what we recog-
nized

¬

and heartily welcomed as a valuable
accession to our ranks as the Hajs Bri ¬

gade

SECOND IOWA CAVALRY

J M Mahr Co A 7th III Cav Mo
Cune Kans writes In the Pictorial
History of the Great Civil War by John
Laird Wilson on page 013 under the
heading Saints Retreat is the following
A scene of the wildest confusion follow-

ed
¬

the 2d Iowa becoming panic stricken
aud stampeding the whole of Col 3tlc
Crelliss Brigade This does a gallant
regiment injustice The 2d Iowa Car
never became panic stricken on the con-
trary

¬

it was always cool and steadfast
If our memory serves us right tiie event
reported took place near Okolona Hiss
Feb 22 18G4 about 2 oclock p m and
the regiment that caused the stampede was
the 2d N J Cav We may be mistaken
as to the regiment but we do know it was
not the 2d Iowa for it was in our bri-
gade

¬

ANOTTIER YOUNG SOLDIER

Comrade H H Winas of Cunningham
Minn has never met a younger soldier
than himself He was bom April 10
1S 19 enlisted late in 1861 and was mus-
tered

¬

into the U S service Jan 2 18G2
in the loth Mich with which regiment
he served until the following August when
be joined the oth Mich Cav He was dis-
charged

¬

at Fort Leavenworth Kan In
1805

THE SHER1IAN OHIO TESTIMONIAL

While looking over some old war papers
Comrade Wm G Baugh Co I 76th
Ohio came across a certificate of the
Sherman Ohio Testimonial bearing date
of Jan 11 1805 These certificates were
issued for money given by Ohio soldiers
some time before discharge Comrade
tJaugti seeks information as to the dispo ¬

sition made of this money and wishes to
learn the character of the testimenial if
one was given

A TENNESSEE REFUGEE

Calvin Lane Seaton Tcnn was living
in Tennessee when the civil war broke
ant nnd was one of the refugees who
went to Kentucky He reached Whitley
Co Ky just after the battle of Perry
ville and it was a month later when be
reached the Federal lines Meanwhile
lie was the guest of loyal mountaineers
whom he found hospitable and willing to
assist any refugee in his efforts to reach
the Federal lines

SCATTERING

John H Gaiscr Bonita Mon wishes
to secure the words and music of John
Browns Body

Comrade A J Hopkins Co C 1st N
Y Eng Salem AV Va replying to Henry
R Cliff states that the 111th N Y was
in the Third Brigade Third Division
Second Corps The brigade was composed
of the COth 111th 23d and 120th N Y
and was commanded by Col Geo L
Willard of the 125th N Y

Apropos to the controversy regarding
the siege artillery abound Petersburg
Sergt M R Maxam Ci G 9Sth N Y
St Regis Falls N Y says that
there were two 32 pounder Par
lott guns one known as the Petersburg
Express and the other as the Flora
Temple They were in the rear of the
First Division Eighteenth Corps The
Fifth Corps was two or three miles to the
left

The National Tribnne has the certificate
of service issued by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts to George J Crosby Ma¬

chinist U S S Ohio and Canandaigua
ami Co B 1st Battalion Mass H A
Thevowner or his relatives may have the
ceitificate upon application

Comrade W F Outland of Barnesville
O writes that a veteran of that city has
a pocket Masonic Monitor tint he picked
up near Harpers Ferry Va in 1SI53 On
the lly leaf is written James M Bryant
17th Ind Battery L A On another
leaf is written St Johns Lodge No 3
Bridgeport Conn

Wanted Land Warrants
IisumI to soldiers of the Wiirof the Revolution
Issyeil to soldiers or the War of lStt
Issued tosoldleisof the War with Mexico
KMied to soldlera of nnywar Will tdo purchase

SurveyoMieneruPs Ceniflaites Agricultural College
Scrip Soldiers Additional Homestead nights Forest
Revert e Land or any valid I and Warrants or Land
Scrip Will pair spot cwh on delivery of papers
F W FOIIT P 300 PdjIIc Ubrarytil Buliilat ST tOllS A10

PENSIONS
Mr Hunter is a hustler had 117 cases

allowed in one day He is at the Depart ¬

ment each day looking up neglected and
rejected cases He uses all the testimony
on file and will look up yours Fee due
when you get your money Thousands
of pcusious can be increased Now writo
him

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney

Washington D C
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