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Tae members of Congress are falling
ever one another in introducing bills and
resolutions to suspend the tariff on coal
during the present siringency. The strin-
gency will probably be past, however, be-
fore any of the bills are.

REPRESENTATIVE LOUDENSLAGEN, of
New Jersey, has introduced a bill amend-
Ing the sct of June 27, 1890, providing
that “an applicant for pension or increase
of pension shall, upon srriving at the age
of T0 ypars, be held to be wholly disabled
for earning a support by manual labor
and entitled to the maximum rating of
$12 per month provided by said Act.”

Why not give it to the veterans now?
They every one richly deserve it, and it
shonld be no longer withheld.

_'_.,'_...
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SexATor Corrou, for his eolleague,
Renntor Mason, who is pow having a
hard time with his fences in  Illinois,
makes a long stride toward paternalism
by the introduction of a bill providing
that whenever any coal mine remains un-
operated to the prejudice of the people
the Attorney-General shall apply to the
court for a receiver, and if the court finds
It necessary for the general wellare it
ghall appoint a receiver to operate the
mine and turn over all the proceeds to
the owners whenever the eonrt shall de-
termine that the publie interests are no
longer suffering. The passage of such a
bill would certainly make a new departure
In our policy. If the Government could
secize a coal mine and operate it, it could
seize anything else, There is no reason
why it should not run a butcher's shop
when the retailer raises the price of meat
exorbitantly, or baker shops when the
bakers refuse a reasonable price for their
Ioaves. We shonld have socialism upon
us at onece. E

TaERE has always been consideralile
anxiety among financiers ns to what can
be made the basis of National bank ecir-
culation. The present system of basing
the notes unpon United States bonds fe
entirely satisfactory, but the constant ten-
dency is to reduce the public debt and
therefore to take away this basis, which
would curtail the circulation probably in
& dangerous way. All attempis to find
& eatis{actory substitote have failed. The
notes cannot be Lased upon State bonds,
because, while most of the States are ep-
tirely =olvent and their bonds worth quite
as much as those of the United States.
there are several whose bonds are very
much depreciated. Of conrse, it wonld
not do to differentinte between the bonds
of one State and another. Then, the Su-
preme Court has decided that the United
Btates cannot compel any State to pay its
debts. Very many of the railroads’ bonds
are quite as gord as the United States or
Btate bonds, but the same objection
arises. There are many railroads which
are not good, and if the Government ae-
cepted any bonds it would beeome the in
dorser of the bouds to the people, a thing
not to be tolerated. Senstor Fairbanks
seeks to partially meet this difficulty by
a Inw making the bonds issued to con-
etruct the [sthmian Canal security for
Nationnl Bapnk notes. Inasmuch as the
United States indorses these uotes, thex
are as good security as the regular bonds
The bill also rednces the tax upon the
National bank eirculation to one-half per
eent. per annum.

REPORTS MUST BE OPEN TO CLAIMANTS,

An set making appropriations for the
payments of invalid and other pensions
for the fiscal year ending Jure 30, 1004.
which wus approved Deec. 23, has now
been printed. It approprintes for the pay-
ment of pensions $138.500,000: for the
salaries of 18 Pension Agents. at $1,000
each, $72,000; for clerk hire for the same.
$430,000; for rents, $10,800; for sta-
tionery ond other necessary expenses
£25,000. It prohibits any pension attor-
ney, claim agent, or other person from re-
ceiving any compensation for services ren-
dered in securing an introduction or pas
sage of a bill granting & pension or in
crease of pension. The penalty for this
is a fine not exceeding £500, imprison-
ment not exceeding two years, or both.
The following features of the Act are
especinlly interesting to veterans, inas-
muoeh as they roverse Evans's practice
and instructions to Examining Surgeons
as to their ratings, and give the right to
every appiicant or his attorney, to exam-
ine, nat only the reports of the Surgeons.
bot also those of the Speclal Examiners,
with regard to bis case:

For fees and expenses of Examiuing
Burgeons, pensions, for services rendersd
within the fiscal year, 1004, £500,000
And each wember of each Examining
Board shall, us now suthorized by law,
receive the sum of $2 for the examina-
tion of éach applicant whenever five or
leas number shall be examined on any
one dany, and §1 for the examination aof
each additional applicant on such day
FProvided, That if 20 or more applicants
appear on one day, no fewer than 20
shall, if practienble, be exnmined on said
day, and that if fewer examinatious he
then made, 20 or more having appeared.
then there shall be paid for the first ex-
aminations made on the next examination
day the fee of §1 only until 20 exnming
tions shall have been made: Provided
further, That oo fee shant be paid to any
member of an Examining Board unless
personally present and sssisting in the
examination of applicant: And provided
further, That the report of much Exam-
ining Surgeons shall specifieally state the
uﬁn& which in their judgment the appli
cant is entitled ro, and the report of such
Examining Surgeons shinll specifically and
eccirately set forth the physical condi:
tlen of the applicant, each and every ex-
Isting disability being fully and earefully
described.  The reports of the Special Ex-
aminers of the Bureau of Pensions shall
be open to inspection and enpy by the ap-
plicant or his sttorney, under such rules
and regulations ne the Secretsry of the
Interfor may prescribe. -

If for no other reasons, u Service Pen-
sion is distinetly owed to the survivors of
the war in eatisfaction for the advantages
the Government was obliged to take of
them in the matter of their pay. The
question of pay was of little consequence
to most of the young men who flocked to
the defense of the Flug. They would
lave gone all the same had there not been
n dollar paid them, and when they were
once in the army they would have fouzht
on to the end, though the greenbacks in
which they were paid became as worth-
less as the Confederate money.

They went out to save the Govermment,
and the sacrifice in the way of pay was
the smallest of the mauy that they made
in the performance of their duty. Bat
wlhen the country was saved—when the
bitter contest was over and peace and
prosperity returned to the land—they
were not a little disturbed to see that the
men who merely lent money to the Na-
tion were repaid to the nttermost farthing
of the faece valne of their bonds, while no
mention was made of the injustice that
bad been done them by paying them in
money worth frequently only one-third of
that which was agreed upon when they
enlisted.

The 91,816 men who responded to Pres-
ident Lincoln's first eall received $11 a
month in gold or its equivalent. Congress
then raised the pay to $13 a month. Of
course, there was no other thought than
this would be gold nnd silver, in which
the Government had always paid its ob-
ligntions. Under the second eall 700,680
onlisted for three years, and 15007 for
three mouths. TUnder the third eall, 421,-
465 men cenlisted for three years., Under
the fourth call, 87,588 men enlisted for
nine months. Under the fifth eall, 16,361
men enlisted for six months. Under the
sixth eall, 369380 men enlisted for three
years. Under the seventh eall, 292,193
men enlisted for three years. All these
men received $13 a month, but imme-
dintely after the enlistment of those un-
der the second call the Government begun
to pay them in paper, which Gen. Secolt
assured them was as good as gold and
presumably would remain so, but which
at once began to decline in wvalue, until
by the middle of 1864, the greenback dol-
lar was worth only 35 cents in gold. Thus,
while every other kind of Iabor and serv-
ice at home was bringing immensely en-
hanced rewards, the pay of the soldier
had lost two-thirds of the valne originally
promised. The men who fought the Pen-
insular Campaign; who toék Fort Donel-
son and went through the awful wrestle
of blood at Shiloh; who fought at Perry-
ville, and stood with Rosecrans in the
evil hour at Stone River; who went
through the fearful fighting of the second
Bull Run; and that sanguinary 17th of
September at Antietam; who stroggled
through the malarious swamps of the
Mississippl and eaptured Vicksburg to al-
low “the Father of Waters to flow un-
vexed to the sea:"” who won the crowning
victory of Gettyshurg, and stood with
Thomas on Chickamauga’s River of Death:
who hurled Bragg back from the frown-
ing hights of Lookout Mountain and
Mission Ridge: who starved with Burn-
side in Enst Tennessee; received for ail
this but $13 a month In greenbacks, the
value of which averaged but little over
50 eents. In other words, the men who
were performing these momentous serv-
ices, suffering nll these intense strains and
hardships, braving every day the most
mortal dangers, received somewhere be-
tween §6 and 87 a month, where mechan-
irs at home were getting £3 or 34 a day
and higher, and Inborers in other harvest
fields than those of death reecived like
amounts,

The glsring injustice of this was so ap-
narent that May, 1864, Congress raised
the pay of the private soldier to $16 n
month, but ip the meanwhile the depre-
ciation of the greenback had gone on still
more rapidly, until, in July, 1864, it took
8285 in greenbacks to buy $1 In gold.
Practically, $1 in gold wams worth £3 in
greenhacks. On this pay the men fonght
the frightful struggle of the Wilderness,
the siege of Petersburg, destroyed Early's
army in the Shenandoah, fonght for 100
days from Chattanooga to Atlanta, and
made the March to the Sea and through
the Carolinas, and utterly wrecked Hood's
army before Nashville. They accepted
this beggarly pay with patriotie willing-
ness, becanse the Government was in sore
straits for money, and, differing from any
soldiers in history, they eared only for the
reward of victory and to rescue our in-
stitutions from destruction. But when
they came home and resumed their civil
employments, began paying taxes and pro-
viding the revenme for the Government,
they found that the men who had simply
heen lending money to the Government
at extortionate rates of interest: who had
driven the hardest and most usurious bar-
unins, were demsnding in gold the last
hard earned penny of the face of their
bonds. Where they Lad lent $100 in de-
precinted greenbacks to the Govermnent—
greenbacks worth anywhere from 35 econts
upward, and had reeceived an Interest in
rold of from 12 to 15 per cent.—they were
now demanding 100 cents in gold on every
dollar they lonned. The most unheard of
and drastic measures were resorted to in
order to pay them this, and for years they
received §150,000,000 a year in gold, more
than the pensions are costing today. To
meet this the young veterans who had
tcome home and were industriously labor-
ling to build up a war wrecked country,
paid taxes on everything, from the
matchies with which they lighted their
fires In the morning to the soothing
sirup with which they stilled their suf-
fering babes st midnight. They patriotie-
ally endured all this burden as they had
the hardships of the field. for they want-
¢d to secure the country from any mort-
zage and to transmit it with its eredit un-
stnined to their successors,

“Uncle Bam must be = gentleman.”
they said, and must pay in full EVEry cent
of his indebtedness, no matter how hard
s burgain Lis creditors may bave driveny
with bim.

Thbe country was then, relative to to-
day, quite poor, and the whole burden of
the taxee fell upon the two-thirds of the
people living north of Mason and Dixon's
live. The South was prostrate aud eoujd
and would do nothing.

Now, with the wealth of the country
five or six times what It was in 1865,
with the Treasury bursting with money
for which there is no use or employment,
it seems only simple Looor and justice
that the Government should make some

return 1o the men who saved its existence
by such unheard of sacrifices, and the be-
stownl of a Service Pension of $12 a
month to every one of them or his widow
is ns little as it can do in decency.

GOV. VAN BANT.

Gov. 8 R. Vax EBaxt, of Minuesota,
who is doing more practical work against
the trusts than any other man in the
country, and making less ‘noise about it,
entered upon his second term Jan. T, and
in Lis innugural message et forth Lis pol-
iey in wonds of no uncerain sound. Ile
said:

“The Execntive afficers of the State are
doing and will eontinue to do all in their
power to defeat this connection. It may
be that the courts will decide that the
Jaws of one State can be evaded or vio-
Inted by means of a4 corporntion organized
under the lnws of another State: if so,
all the benefits of the ‘more perfect un-
ion,” =0 ecarpestly souglit by the framers
of the Constitution and so much desired
by all law-abiding citizens, will not be
realized. 1 have an abiding faith, how-
ever, that the Inws of the State will be
snstained, and that the attempt to evade
them in the manner stated will be de-
fented.”

Among other things he recommended
that the 4 per eent. gross earnings tax - law,
which failed of ratification at the last
election, be resnbmitted. He made an-
other recommendation on entirely differ-
ent lines, to the effect that $150,000 be ap-
propriated for the establishment of a san-
itarinm for consumptives in the pine
woods district. .

HIGH PRICES OF MEAT.

Asslstant Secretary of Agricnlture Brig-
ham's statement last week that the Trust
wis not responsible for the high prices of
meat, but the retail dedlers were, has been
an electris shock which will result in great
relief to housckeepers generally. There is
no doubt of the truth o this statement,
for the prevailing prices of live-stock on
the farms and at the abattoirs will not at
all justify the high prices charged by the
retailers, With native steers selling in
“hiengo from $£4.24 to $5.50, it is extor-
tion to charge 30 cents a pvand for porter-
honse steak. and 20 cents a pound for
round steak. It appears that the great
abattoir firms immediately reduced their
priees to the retailers, but these had gotten
=0 infatunted with the high prices that
they could not bear tB reduce their profits.
We hnd the same thing a few years ago
when the extraordinary drop in wheat and
flour oecurred. The bakers made no
change in the size or price of their lhaves,
nnd for years made the most remarksble
profits, The bakery was the best invest-
ment a man could have. and it was not un-
usual for quite ordinary-sized establish-
ments to return a clear profit of $25,000 or
$£30.000 n year. This is one feature of the
Trust business for reformers to look into.

THE TRANS-PACIFIC CABLE.

The Iaying of a cable across the Pacific
to communicate with our new possessions
goea on with praiseworthy speed. New
Year’s Day San Francisco and Honoluln
exchanged their first greetings under the
sen,
Another link will soon be laid between
Honolulu and the Midway Islands, 2.000
miles away, to be followed at once by =
third link of $2,000 miles to Guam, when
a fourth link of 2.000 miles will carry it
inta Manila Bay, and make the line com-
plete. This will be attained before the
end of the year, tolls will be reduced from
$1.66 a word to $1, nnd we ean reach our
armies, our ships, and our civil officials at
onee, over a wholly American line, instend
of literally going aronnd the world, with
11 different relays and no eod of changes
of languages, and inspections by all sorts
and conditions of alien operators,

In view of the probable eomplications in
China it is highly important that none but
American citzens have nccess to messages
sent by the Government to its Generals,
Admirals, and eivil officials,

GEN. BOYNTON wants an appropriation
frym Congresa to improve the road from
Crawfish Springs to Stevens Gap in the
Chickamauga National Park. This is a
streteh of roand about 12 milea long over
which the preliminary operations of the
Union army were made. The road over
whiclh the Confederates made their pre-
liminary movements—f{romm Lee and Gor-
don’s Mills to Lafayette—has already
been improved, and this work s desira-
ble, also, in view of the Park being made
n general rendezvons for portions of the
Regular Army and the National Guard of
several Southern States.

PERSONAL.

Lieut. Wilson Barber, of the Tth Ohio
Cav., died suddenly of heart disease, on
Chirigtmas Day. Interment was pear his
old home at New Richmond, O.

Comrade H. C. St. Pierre, who pow
holds the high position of one of the Jus-
tices of the Superior Court of the Province
of Quebee, wns fully expected at the Inst
National Encampment by a host of friends
in the Grand Army of the Republie, bat
the pressure of business in nia court pre-
vented his leaving for so long a time, and,
hesides, he was nttracted to tle rennion
of hin own regiment the 76th N. Y., in
whieh he held the rank of Corporal. He
went thither and the warmth of greeting
from his old regiment compensated for his
missing the Nationnl Encampment,

Mra. Mary Ann Greenwood Ruford,
widow of Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, of the
Regulnr Army, 27th 1. and brevet Major
Genernl of Volunteers, died at Chicngo
New Year's Day and was buried at Rock
Island. 8he was formerly very popular
in Wazhington society, and personally ac-
quainted with wany great men of the
Daniel Webster period.

Those who have seen Gen. Fred Grant
since his return from the Philippines say
that his resemblunce to his distinguished
father is startling. Hix bair and beard,
formerly reddish, are darker, with here
and there a atreank of gray, and worn ex-
actly like his father's. He is a bead tuller
than was his father.

Maj. J. W, Wham, Paymaster, U, 8.
A., retired, who was a Sergeant in Grant's
old regiment, the Z1st L, and a personal
friend of the great eommander, recently
guve before the Reunion of the Bond
County Illivois Veterans a lecture, entitied
“Appomnttox, the Grave of Fendalism
aud the Birthplaee of Universal Liberty."
The papers may his lecture was “n gem of
the classics and aboundea in splendid die-
tion and brillinnt word pictures.”

Trescott Post, No. 10, Sulem, O., Las
put up Comrude A. C. Yengling, M. D., as
4 candidate for Commander for the De-
partment of Ohio, G. A. ., and is work-
‘ug hard to secure his election. Comrade
Yeugling served in the 14:id Ohio, is Past
Commander of the Post, Past Medical
Director of the Department, and has been
one of the Examining Surgeouns for 14
vears. He is 2 man of Ligh standing “in
the community.

Senator N. B. SBeott, of West Virgini
s a member of J. W, Holliday ‘il'ﬂ:l::
Wheeling, W. Va, as is also Represen-
intive R. B. Dovener. Anotlier prominent
cowrade of the Post Is Hon. T. H. Mel-
vin, Judge of the Court of Common

LIMITIRG PRIVATE FORTUNES.

Qnite » number of writers of more or
lesa nbility have advocated a legal limita-
tion of the a ut of money that any
man should be allowed to accnmulate, but
not in recent at least, has anyone
made a serions attempt to embody his
idens in the lnws of the land. Now this
has been c.ll:»:mr some Indiana man, a
constitnent of presentative Griffith, at
whose request Mr. Griffith has introduced
the following joifit resolution proposing a
Constitutional Amhendment:

Whereas the private fortunes into
which the national wealth is being con-
gested, gigantie “though they be, are as
yet only in their iufancy; and, being
transmitted practically incorporate and in-
tact, these fortunes are in process of re-
doubling, by compound interest and com-
ponnd dividends, from the present hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each into
eventually thousands of millions of dol-
Inrs ench, aiready an offense against pnb-
lic policy, simple justice, vital religion,
and common sense: and

Wherens the framers of the Constitu-
tion would undoubtedly have provided
some such limiting article could they have
foreseen the need; and

Whereas there s no reason why covet-
onsness be the one privileged license and
peril, with no legislative barrier nor ban:
Therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of tike United States of
Ameriea in Congress gpssembled (two-
thirds of ench Heuse concurring therein),
That the following article be proposed to
the Legislatures of the saveral States as
ap amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, as part of the Constitu-
tion, namely:

“No citizen nor resident nor Investor in
any or all States, Territories, or Distriet
eomprising the United States shall be per-
mitted to possess, in any wur all kinds of
property, an aggregate value of more than
£10,000,000, which som shall be the
limit of private property in or for
any individoal, joint individunl, guardian,
trnstee, ngent, or other form or device of
private estate ownership, or reserved for
each inheritor or legates. And when-
ever or wherever snch aforesaid private
ownership, or holding, or trustship, or re-
serving shall be found to  exceed, in
amcunt of property concerned, the limit
ahove named, the excess shall all be con-
demned, whether or not as a public nni-
sance, a publie fally, or a public peril
and be accordingly forfeited into the
Tnited States Treasury. And the States,
and so forth, shall, each and all, enforee
this amendment by necessary or penal leg-
iclation, failing which. in any instance,
Congress shall so enforce it."”

The first thing that strikes one In this
proposition is the wvery liberal bonndary
he has placed upon private fortunes.
What ever may happen, this country Is
not likely to be Infested, so to speak, with
men having fortunes so large as $10,000.-
000. If he had made his lmitation one-
tenth that amonnt it would have struck
the popular fancy a great deal harder.

The next thing is that the proposer has
had evidently ljttle experience with the
operation of pur present tax laws, or he
wonld know ‘how elusive a man's wealth
becomes when the Assessor rtarts out tn
find it. A mgqmnr be rated in the com-
mercial agengy, as worth a full roond
million, while the Assessor, try as hard
ns he may, #an find but & few beggarly
thousands. It would be intéresting to mee
stich a law tried; and & commission named
to consider whether snch men as Morgan,
Carnegie, Rackafellor, Gould, Vanderbilt.
et al., shall be “condemned as a public
nuisance, a pahle folly, or a publie peril.”

The procecdiugn of such a commission
would ecertainly. afford good reading for
the newspapers., Of course, there is no
probability of the seriéus consideration of
this scheme, It has had ail the puablicity
it ever will have, and the resolution will
have an undisturbed sleep in the pigeon-
holes of the Committes on Juodiciary to
which it is referred.

Serinusly, there is a much surer way of
dissipating these enormous fortunes than
by any law which Congress ean pass
The heirs will take care of that, and
prohahly the lawyers will nssist them.
The old Greeks made grandson the syn-
onym for spendthrift, and human nature
hins oot changed since then. Some one
has said that it is three generations from
ehirt-slecves to dress-coat, and about three
generations from dress-coat back to shirt-
sleeves again. :

The best thing with regard to these
great private fortunes fs the Inheritance
tnx which New York, copying from the ex-
perience of some European countries, has
heen trying very successfully, with great
increment to the Btate Treasury, There
are very strong theoretic and other con-
giderntions agninst any limitation as to
the amount of money a man may make
by his braios, energy, and foresight. This
wealth is considered a legitimate reward,
and it is oot public policy to interfere with
it in any way. But such reasoning does
not obtain for those to whom death trans-
mits what others have sccumulated. The
State may pot take from a man anything
which he has earned during his lifetime,
but when he can mo longer use it it may
insist on a share of that which passes
to his snecessors. The State of New
York is very well satisfied with the opera-
tion of its Inheritance tax law, and it is
likely that other States will follow its ex-
ample by similar legislation. This form
of tax involves the old requirement of
“gotting the most fenthers from the fowl
with the least squalling.'

MAIMED SOLDIERS' ACT.

The nct increasing the pensions of
maimed soldiers, which was passed by the
Senate and amended by the House, is
vow in the bamds of a conference com-
mittee, but sction npon it is not expected
antil sometime bext month, since several
of the conferee§ are sbsent. It contains
a provision timt when any peosioner un-
der the Act of June 27, 1800, is so to-
tally disnblu!.l‘ns to require the constant
nid and atentien of another person, his
rating shall be 'l:nised to §30 per month,

REPRESENTATIVE Panker, of New
Jerscy, has ,proposed an amendment to
the Constitutient of the United States,
which reads® “

“No State «hall legalize bigamy or
polygamy of any contract for bigamous
or polygamgus association, nor authorize
the descent mr. distribution of property nt
the death of any man to his children by
any woman to whom he has or shall not
have been joined in lawful wedlock.”

It would bardly seem tnat the danger
from polygumy is so urgent as to reguire
a Constitutional Amendment, ns the foree
of public opinion everywhere, which Is
stronger even than the Coustitution, is so
streutous against polygamy that the insti-
tution can never be revived, However, if
it will do any good to have a Constitu-
tional Amendment, let us have one,

—_———————

ArPAnESTLY good work om the bat-
tiestip Oregon cute little figure in Culifor-
nia polities, since Irving M. Scott ouly re-
ceiviel one vote in the Senwstorial caucus
to 48 for Benator Derkins,

The Rainy Night After ths Battle of Averas-
boro—Hardee Abandons His Stronghold.
The strong works into which Hardee

gathered his routéd troops commanded the
point at which the road runmiug to Beu-
tonville and Smithfield branclied off from
the direct plank road running nearly north
to Averasboro and Raleizgh.

Through the gathering gloom of the
dark, rniny March aflternoon the four di-
visions fought their way forward to the
ereek valley in frout of the works, and
went inte line ready for the next morn-
ing's mssnult. a

Kilpatrick’s indefatigable cavalry, their
horses sinking to the knees in the wmire,
their dismounted men moiling through the
mud and rain to attack McLaw's infan-
try with their terrible earbines, were dog-
gedly working their way over to the right
and eastward, to reach the Goldshoro
Road, cut off the rebels' retreat, and es-
tablish connection with the trains and the
Army of the Tennessee.

8o closed down the day, gloomy with
Nature's worst moods, but bright with
victory. What woall the morrow bring
forth?

Waonld Hardee be able to maintain him-
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lim,” =aid Si, picking np the cups to re-
fill them while the rest rescued their bits
of toasting erackers from the ashes and
fire. 1 ought've known that was a
‘coon’s’ squall when I heard it.”

“I want to get some supper, some time,"”
grumbled Shorty, whose cracker had been
kicked clear into the fre. “Sandy, if yon
have any more guests ap there who want
to retire into the fresh air, 1 Lope you'll
zo up and eut a back-deor for them, by
which they ean withdraw without attract-
ing attention.”

They rearranged their enps, which were
soon boiling again, and with their toasted
ernckers aud meat broiled on sticks, were
making a very fair supper, when down
fell three or four half-stifled quirrels,
which the boys hastened to kill to put out
of their pain.

“Look here, Sandy, if you intended to
bunk us in a menagetie, why didn't yon
say so at first?" exclaimed Shorty, pl.ck-
ing up lis coffee and meat again.  “Why
didn’t you make us put up the admission
fee before coming in? While 1 like
menageries well enough when I'm prepar-
ed for "em, 1 ain’t partial to surprise par-
ties of this kind."

welf In that strong position, and check the
farther advance of the army?

“] suppose we might as well go into
eamp with the rest,” said Si. “There's
no rebels left this sgide the crick, and we
ean't get across the crick, nor see any
thing if we did."

“There's some beeches over there that'll
shed the coarsest part of the min,” re-
marked Shorty, pointing to a groop. “I
always get under beeches when I can.
They seem so much more homelike than
these dreary old esdars—more like the
North. Let's pat the horses under those
aver there, and make camp under them
others. Then we'll be all ready for an
early start in the morning."

“There's a big holler sycamore there,
in which we can huild n good fire,”"” sug-
gested Sandy Baker. “We can have some
of the comforts of a home, in spite of the

in.

The gigantic sycamore which Sandy
had luckily discovered had rotfed away,
after the Ffashion of those trees, on the
eauthenstern side, until it had left a cav-
ity abont the size and appearance of one
of the great, old-fashioned freplaces.

Gathering up pine-knots and other dead
stuff, they speedily had a bright blaze
bhuming under thia shelter, to take some
of the numbing chill from their hands and
feet.

“YWell, this is comfort, indeed,” mur-
mured Shorty contentediy, looking out at
the solid down-pour, and backing up into
the fire, after the manner of those days,
until the smell of burning woo! warned
him that the tail of hisa overcoat wns
afire. “How I pity the fellers that hain't
a holler tree to get Into on such a night
ns this, which ¥ don't believe no other
squad in the army has. The Lord's
mighty good to ns, and T don't see how
in the world we could ever get along with-
out Sandy.”

“Clome on, boys,” said 8. “Let's get
ont and make our horses as comfortable
an possible for the night. Poor things,
they have had a hard day, and probably’ll
have a harder one tomorrow. Tom, you
<tay back, and keep the fire burning, and
start some water to boiling for coffee.
We'll tnke care of your horse."

They tied the horses close to the trunks
of the beeches, took off the saddles and
bridies, and carried them up to the syc-
amore, broke of some cedars and laid
them across the lower branches of the
heeches, to form a rude shelter, rohbed
their horses down, earefully wiped the
mnd from their hoofs, and gave each a
ration of corn in a nose-bhag.

“There, [-guess that's all we ecan do,
and they're better stabled for the night
than any other horses in the army are
this evening,” eaid Si, contentedly, as he
led the boys back to the syeamore.

They were just squatting down around
the welcome fire to begin the preparation
of their supper, when there was an enr-
splitting seream, and a great wild-cat,
with blazing, green eyes, drapped down
from inside the tree, striking the tins
boiling about the fire, knocking them over,
senlding Lerself with the hot water. and
bowling over AlIf and Monty, with several
deep serntehes, as she fled out throngh the
woods, yelling with fright and pnin.

“(irent Jehosephat,” exclaimed Shorty,
as snoon ns he conld recover his eqnilib-
rinm, “I thought for a minnte the whole
of Hordee's army was on top of us. That
was the rebel yell in its quintessence.
Sandy, when you invite gentlemen to wm'
house you should notify other gnests, Yho
may not feel comfortable, to leave.”

They gathered up their cups and refilled
them, and ranged themselves around in a
semi-circle before the fire. The line was
too long, however, for the eapacity of the
fireplace, and it wag the old eamp story—
while their faces were burning, their backs
were out in the chill storm. Only Tom
Bruinerd was [ully sheltered, by being
given o seat under the haneli of the
opening.

They were toasting their water-sonked
ernckers before the fire, to get them back
to the crispness of bread, when they were
stnrtled by hearing the agonized ery of a
btaby. It came from up in the tree, and
wns so realistic that they all sprang up,
ran buck, and looked up in the branches
for the child.

“What in the world?" gasped Si, but
the next minute the mystery was explain-
ed by an nnimal with a long tail marked
with rings, leaping down, into (he edge
of the fire, seattering the tins agnin, and
disappearing, with a scent of singed hair
as a trail. _ -

“Hello, there was a “coon” np there, too,

aud the fre, rupning up inside reached

'""THERE WAS AN EAR-SPLITTING SCREAM, AND A GREAT WILD CAT DROPPED DOWN
FROM INSIDE THE TREE."

“Snakes, too,” yelled Pete, mnning out
into the rain, as a dozen long reptiles,
which the warmth had waked up., came
wrigling out from among the old roots.
“Sandy, yon durned little fool, hain't you
no more sense than go build a fire right
in a snake-nest?

“How did I know there was snakes in
there? What're you all jumping on me,
for?" grumbled Sandy. *“I was doing the
best T could. T was hunting a good place
to build a fire. None of the rest of yon
wasn't doing nothing. 1 wasn't collect-
ing varmints to put in your dining room.”

“Of course you wasn't, Sandy,” 8i eon-
soled him. “Yon did very well. It was
great luck in yon finding this tree. We've
got to take this side show along with the
rest. It's a heap hetter, after all, than
sitting ont in the rain.”

“Luecky T hain’t been drinking,” langh-
ed Rhorty, lonking after the snakes. “I'd
be sore I had "em again.'™

“l guess we've got all the critters
smokad ont by this time,” said SL  “We'll
have peace, now. Let’s finish our sup-
per, and shake down. We must be stir-
ring early.”

“The fire's ranning up the inside of the
tree,” remarked Shorty, with a glance up-
ward. “No telling what'll come next.
The whale of the rest of the menagerie
may be up there.”

They had scarcely lighted their pipes
and composed themselves for a brief dis-
cnssion of the events of the day, when
with a crash came a big clump of wild
honey. The sliver around whieh it had
been built had burned awny, and let it
drop. Most of the bees had been stiflad
by the smoke, but there remained a few
alive, and they were very lively.

“That must be the end of the pro-
gram,” spid Si, when the excitement over
this had subsided, and the boys were con-
soling themselves with as much of the
honey as they could rescue from the ashes.
“The next time we build a fire in an old
sycnmore we'll send Pete up the tree first
to clear ont the other tedants."”

“Ain’t going to do nothing of the kind,"”
grumhbled the unappeased Pete. *It was
all Sandy’s fanit.”

They broke off a lot of pine branches to
Iny before the fire, and keep them out of
the mud and water, went and took a final
look at the horses for the night, rubbed
off their hoofs, piled all the dead wood
they could find on the fire, spread their
hlankets ou the branches, and lay down
with their feet to the fire, and so much
of them as the sycamore would cover un-
der shelter, with the rest takiug the pour-
ing shower,

They were so very tired that they slept
throngh it all, and felt that Niagara pour-
ing on them would have scarcely wakeued
them. Si conld rely on himself o wake
at the first peep of day—life on an ln-
diana farm had bred that habit in him—
but the next morning the day broke with
a cragsh that brought him instantly to his
feet, rubbing his eres to get them open
in the shortest time, and see what had
happened. His first thonght was that
Hardee had opened all his artillery and
musketry upon the Union lines, :directing
most of it toward where he was sleeping.
When he got his eyes open lie saw that the
fire they had built had been to much for
the old sycamore. Fortunately the wind
had echanged during the might, and sent the
tree over from them. It had torn down a
nomber of others in its fall, and as Si
glanced nlong its prostrate length he eould
see clear over to the rebel line of works,
nnrl. they were empty.

Not a man was standing or stirring
anywhere in sight. Thia was more start-
ling than the fall of the tree, and he in-
stantly called Shorty’s attention to it
Hardee lhad taken agvantage of the
dense darkness and the rain to mareh off
with his whele army. That night march
must have been as bad on Lis army as the
battle of the day, but he had once more
elnded Sherman, and was pressing on-
ward, Skerman thovght, to ecover Ial-
sigh—really to join Joe Johnston. For
onece, Sherman was deceived, A much
more astute leader than Beaurezard was
now in command. Slerman ecould got
hoodwink Joe Johnston as he had been
doing his predecessors,

The retreat of the enemy, after the
stubborn. fighting exhibited the day be-
fore, was an intense surprise to the armny
girding itself up for a renewal of the bat-
tle. Siand his companions at once threw
their wet sadilles on thefr hgrses. and
without waiting for breakfast, mounted
and rode across the creek to the rebel

works.: T ound  nobedy  there bt
the sick and wounded in a forlorn log

cabin and stable used for the hospital,
and a few drenched, dispirited, hungry
skuolkers, who reported that Hardes had
begun to move out as soom as darkness
set in. The rninbenten works looked as
if they had not been occupied for weeks,
instead of hours. All was abandonment,
desolation, sickening solitude and dreary
waste. The breastworks weres runming
back to the earth agnin nunder the beating
rain, in torrents yellow slime. The
hastions were pools of mud, the roads
ditches, the parade grounds sheets of
mire. Ounly things broken and ruined in
the battles of the day before were left
behind. Everything worth taking was
Bone.

The rebels were too far away by this
time for pursuit, and making his way over
to the plank road, Si came to a shack
which had been put up to sheiter some
officers, likely the enrled darlings of
Charleston society, who were in Rhett’s
Brigade of heavy artillery, which had
been defending the works. Si went on to
the larther ge of the hill, took a look
acroas the valley, and then decided to re-
turn to the shack, halt, - feed, and geét
breakfast.

The sound of cheering eame dully
throygh the wet blankets of rain, as regi-
ment after regiment plodded through the
mud over the deserted works.

Asn the boys finished their breakfast,
lighted their pipes, and stood around de-
bating what should be the next move, still
louder cheering came from down the
plank rond.

“0ld Billy must be coming up out there,
from the way the boys are yelling,” re-
mnrked Shorty.

“That’'s what he is"™ answered SI.
“There he comea now,” he continued,
pointing with his pipe-stem to whare a
group of horsemen were dashing through
the showers around a bend in the road.
At their head, and eonsiderably in ad-
vance of the others, spurring forward im-
patiently, was the well-known form of
the Genernl-in-Chief—tall, angnlar. bend-
ing forwnard, as if he counld not get his
horse to go an fast enough. PRehind him
rode hiz hard-worked staff, and the sleg-
der, schorlriy-looking Maj.-Gen. Slocum,
the Commander of the Left Wing.

Si lined the boys up in the rain, to re-
ceive the distinguished comers in proper
form.

“Hello, Sergeant,” said Gen. Sherman,
springing from his horse, and walking un-
der the shelter of the shack to the fire,
and giving the chunks an impatient kick,
to bunch them closer together, “How far
out this read have yon been?"

“Only a little ways,- General,” replied
Ri seluting. “Went far encugh to see
neross the valley to the highiand on the
other side. Nothing over there—nobody
moving. Then we came back here to get
breakfast and wait for orders.”

“Very good. Very good. Hardee's far
enough off by this time. Dervil of a night
march that for his men, though. Here,
men, rouse up this fire. There's some fat
pine Iying over there. Go over and get
it and pile it on.”

This was Sherman's way. He always
wanted to take charge of everything in
sight, wherever he waa, and give diree-
tions and ordera about everything, from
the boiling of a cup of coffee by some pri-
vate to the manuver of a brigade by a
Genernl. Nothing escaped his eye, nor
h) n that it conld be done better
than. it was being.

The boys jumped around, and gathered
up every bit of dead wood in sight.

“A fire big enough to warm a Sergeant
and C ought to be about 20 times
as big for a couple of Major-Genernls,™
snid SBhorty, making for a big pino-lz
which formed part of the revetment
the wworks, “Here, Abe, catch bhold of one
end of that log.”

The two splashed and slipped with the
heavy log, laboring up to the fire.

“Here, don't lay it over there. Lay it
right on," commanded Gen. Sherman.

“It'll mash the fire down,” Shorty tried
to say, grunting under the weight.

“Lay it right on—right across the fire—
this way,” comma the General with
sharp imperativeness,

Not in the best of humors—who conld
be good-humored such a morning—Shorty
brought his end aronnd until the log was
aver the center of the fire, and dropped it

It fell with erushing weight on the pile
of blnzing fagots, sending them flying in
every direction,

“Confound it, T didn't tell yon to throw
it on, but lay it on,” exclaimed Gen. Sher-
man, bopping around with the rest to
nvold the firebrands. “Why didn't you
lay it on gently ¥

“That log ain’t no feather,” said Shor-
ty, moving away, snllenly.

Si and the rest hastened to smooth
things over by picking up the seattered
chunks, rebuilding the fire, and piling on
rine-knots.

“Stay here, Sergeant,” said Gen. Sher-
man, as Si moved to a respectfnl distance,
“l may have use for you. [ remember
you. You're from Indiana—belong to the

“We belong to the 200th Injianny Vol-
unteer Infantry,” said 8i prondly, draw-
ing himself up to the position of a soldier
and ealuting.

“Yes, yes, [ know: Col. McGillicuddy’s
regiment. Splendid fellows, all of you.
Stay rizght there a few minutes.”

“Sloeum, this is all right,” he continned
triumphantly, to the Commander of the
Left Wing. “Hardee's thrown op the
sponge, and is making all speed back to
join Johnston, for the defense of Ral-
eigh. We won't see anything more of
him until we get near Raleigh. By that
time we'll have Scliofield and Terry with
us, and it won't matter how many Joha-
ston may have with bim. This clears onr
road to Goldshoro, where we'll meet Scho-
field and Terry. Yon send one division
up toward Averasboro, to make Hardes
helieve we are purzuing him, and turn
the others up this road toward Goldsboro,
I'll send orders to Kilpatrick to follaw on
after Hardee, and hang on to him. I'll
%o across the country to join Howard,
and hurry forward the jonetion with the
others at Goldsbore. T'll be with How-
ard till we get to Goldsboro, Push things
along, but keep well-cloned np. Let your
division come back. and after it reaches
Averasboro, and follow alonz after the
others. Here, Sergeant, 1 want yon to
take this note to Gen. Kilpatrick. Find
him ns soou as you can. He's somewhere
out thers in that direction. Give it per-
sonally into his hands, and report the fact
to Gen. Sloenm."

Taking hiz letter hook from his inside
pocket he hastily wrote n note to the Gen-
eral, with which 8i went off into the
drenched woods followed by the others.

(To ba eontinued.)

SexaToR M'LAURIN, of Mississippl,
proposes n couple of startling amend-
ments to the Military Bill. The first is
that any officer ordering a private to per-
form any service for his or any other
officer's benefit shall be cashiered, and
that in his trial or in any trial affecting
a private soldier one-half the court shall
be composed of private soldiers. This
will hardly be cousidered.

— -

Tua TREASURY sitatement for the
month of December shows that on the 31st
of the month there was $1,331.081,200.63
actus] cash in the Treasury vaults, and
that the amount had increased during the
month nearly $10,000.000, or $9,833,792.20
to be exact. This heaping up of money in
the Treasury is exceedingly dangerous te
business and demands a change which will
redistribute the surplus to the people, to
whom it belongs.

= -
Tug probable defest of Mr. H. O. Wol
cott for reelection to the United Btates
Senate opens up another feature of the
trust problems. Mr. Wolcott was accused
of too close adilintion with oue great trust
which was at war with auoother great
wrust. The Iatter, therefore, eutered the
tield agaiust him, and has secured his de-
feat. Are the great trusts to war with one
another, and their contests take the place
in this eocuutry of the battles which were
fought in foruser years in the Latin couu-
tries by the great fumilies, and in the

north of Kurope by the dukes and couats?




