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Axotiieh reason for the Isthmian Canal
Is the cost of coal for our naval vessels
Now it all has to he sent around by the
Straits of Magellan a journey of 15000
miles

Glevtlaxds star is rising again in the
Democratic firmament A great many
prominent men are beginning to believe
that he is the only man who can lead

lha Democrats to victory in 1004

Get Miless tour in Europe has given

the people over there a chance to see
an oflicer who has taken an active part
in bigger and harder fighting than any
General alive

It tvodld seem that The National Tri-

bunes
¬

objection to the name of New
Mexico for a State is shared by a great
many men in Congress and it is thought
that by christening the State Monte-

zuma
¬

its admission may be facilitated
Any name but New Mexico would certain ¬

ly make the State more acceptable

As tassed by the House the Naval Bill
feives the Secretary authority to expend

500000 in building or buying submarine
torpedo boats and provides for three new
battleships one armored cruiser two steel
training ships and one wooden brig for
training purposes This will place us
ahead of Germany our next competitor in
navy increase but of course wo shall
Etill be far behind Great Britain and
France

Yooxo ladies who are divinely tall and
most divinely fair should at once combine
for energetic action against the Pee Wee
Club of Yale University made up of young
men limited in bight to less than five feet
four inches The President of the Clnb
read as his inaugural a paper urging the
banishment of all American women above
five feet four inches in liight to the Philip-
pines

¬

While it is remembered that the
best goods come in the smallest packages
and nothing can be sweeter than a sweet
little woman yet if a woman is real sweet
we cannot have too much of her and the
longer she is the longer we have her Per-
haps

¬

the Pee Wee Clubs malignant in-

fluence
¬

may be counteracted by that of the
Brobdignagian Club of the same Univer¬

sity the membership of which is limited to
those of six feet one inch in bight and
over with the President Thorn Baker of
Cincinnati measuring six feet five inches
It is said that when it is desired to put
a motion the member has to use a long-
distance

¬

telephone

TnE coxditiox of ox Mayor Ames of
Minneapolis shows that the way of the
transgressor is exceedingly hard in spite
of what some people may say of the suc-
cess

¬

of villany One year ago Mayor
Ames thought that he was about the
slickest specimen in the domain of political
crookedness lie was doing pretty much
as he pleased and he pleased to do very
badly he had numerous confederates who
applauded his cunning and smartness and
the whole push were snapping their fin-
gers

¬

at the indignant public It looked
very much as if he and they had a lead
pipe cinch on at least that portion of the
earth within the corporate lines of Min ¬

neapolis Eight months ago their whole
pretentious edifice toppled and fell Mayor
Ames became a fugitive from justice and
after months of fearful wandering and
terrified hiding over the country has at
last been arrested in his place of conceal ¬

ment in Hancock N H His physical
and mental condition is said to be pitiable
He has grown 20 years older and is on
the verge of total collapse One of his
accomplices committed suicide others have
sought safety in flight others are in daily
expectation of the penitentiary A man
is an eggrcgious fool to be a scoundrel

Tnn ArpjJOACit of Spring is heralded
this time more momentously than for
years with a breaking out of that chronic
European sore the Eastern Question
Itussia is at her old tricks stirring up the
Slavs in Macedonia just as sho used to
in Roumania Scrvia Bulgaria and Monte-
negro

¬

The object is to provoke the Turks
Into outrages which will afford a pre-
text

¬

for Russia sending her army to pro-
tect

¬

her kinsmen and co rIigionists In
the past century this policy resulted in
Bjvcral wars in which Kussia was some
times defeated but which cost Turkey in
the end the great provinces of Roumania
Scrvia Bulgaria Montenegro Bosnia and
Herzegovina The object of Kussia is to
drive the Turk out of Europe and seize
Constantinople for the Czars southern
capital France and England have always
lield that it was vitally important that she
suoniu not do allowed to do this Ger
many is supposed to hold the same view
but sho has never gone to war to prevent
It as England and Franco have Austria
lias always had troubles of her own and
kept out of the scrape as much as she
could Iow France is more or less in al
Jiance with Russia and if opposition is
made to the execution of the will of Peter
tho Great Great Britain must do It
alone unless she can get the Dreihund to
unite with her something regarded as
aufcmj uuiiciy j ue suuaupn is very
threatening for it seems pretty certain
that Turkey has called out250000 men fn

repress the troubles In Macedonia
jrhich fcj rinsing an alarm bell in Europe

LET ITS ALL BE UNITED

There is the most urgent necessityfor all
the veterans and the wives widows sons
and daughters of veterans uniting in a
solid phalanx in earnest advocacy of the

12 Service Pension Bill
The veterans are now dying at the rate

of 1000 a week Every Sunday that rolls
around sees a full regiment of those whom
the bells of the previous Sabbath called
to church laid away where no earthly
sound can ever again reach their cars

Fully one half of these go to their
graves unpensioned their hearts bitter
with the neglect and ingratitude of the
Government for which they gave all that
young patriotic men could They leave
widows to lament them and continue their
weary siege of the Government Circumlo-
cution

¬

Office in Judiciary Square Mean-
while

¬

the Pension Bureau goes on spend-
ing

¬

from 1000000 to 2000000 a year
in a melancholy pretense which is nearest
to nothing since from 23000 to 30000
veterans die every year without receiving
the pensions they have been seeking for
many weary years A proportionate num
ber of widows do the same

Now let us stop all this at once by the
passage of a straight Service Tension Bill
giving every honorably discharged veteran
who is not now pensioned 12 a month
raising those already pensioned below that
amount to that rating and 12 a month
to all widows now and hereafter To pass
a Service Pension Bill will not prejudice
the case of any veteran now receiving
a pension or who is applying for one It
will in nowise be a disadvantage to those
who deserve higher rates on account of
great disabilities and long length of ser-

vice
¬

They will be rather greatly helped
by it If they can show that 12 a month
is givtm as a matter of right to those who
have served only 00 days they will be
aided in establishing their claim for higher
rating

This applies with special force to the
advocates of the Per Diem Bill We can
secure that more easily after the passage
of a Service Pension Bill than before be
cause it will then come in the nature of
a proper adjustment of inequalities

Above all we should have some simple
clear easily understood proposition with
which to go before the people Our whole
cause is in the hands of the American peo
pie and we shall succeed if we go before
them and appeal to their uufailing sense
of justice by a bill which commends itself
on its face They have no time nor dis-

position
¬

to study the intricacies of the pen-

sion
¬

question but can readily understand
their present prosperity the direful conse-
quences

¬

that would have ensued but for
the magnificent fighting and self sacrifice
of the American soldiers and it will not
be difficult to make them feel that it is a
small return to these aged and rapidly
dying men and their widows for the Gov-

ernment
¬

to allow each and all of them
3 a week
If we begin disputing among ourselves

over the Per Diem Additional Pensions
Additional Bounties and a Sliding Scale
based on service and other propositions
we shall confuse them and inevitably de
feat any bill There areopponents to all
pensions who will be only too glad to take
advantage of and magnify any dissensions
in our ranks They will try to shelve the
whole tmattcr by saying O theold soU
diers do not know what they want See
how they aro fighting among themselves

Another thing The Straight Service
Pension Bill is a clear cut outright propo-
sition

¬

It is something that can be definite-
ly

¬

figured upon its cost known and which
will give our opponents no opportunity to
wilfully exaggerate Wc know from the
past how willing they are to do this and
what nightmares they have created in the
minds of tho people over the enormous
cost of any proposed legislation The Per
Diem Bill and similar legislation would
give them great chances in Ihis direction
of wild figuring and they would soon
have the probable cost running up into
billions

Above all by all uniting earnestly upon
it the 12 Bill can be got through at ouce
and give immediate relief to the hun-
dreds

¬

of thousands of veterans and wid-

ows
¬

who will die unpensioned during the
long agitation which must precede the
passage ot any other measure Timo is
all important now to the veterans of the
war of the rebellion Wc can not afford
to give the years wc formerly could to the
discussion ot theories Immediate relief
for hundreds of thousands is imperatively
demanded and this will come most surely
and quickly through the passage of a

Service Pension Bill

A GOOD BEGINNING

As far as human prescience can go in
this stage of commercial development a
very good beginning would seem to have
been made in the euro of tho evils of
trusts as far as those are curable by leg-
islation

¬

The courts have been given a law by
which they can punish the giving of rail-
road

¬

rebates and thus the small producer
is put on an equality with the big corpora-
tions

¬

in that important particular He
cannot be discriminated against and throt
tled out of business as he has in the past
by the giant trusts

The new Department of Commerce and
Labor has been given quite extensive
powers to investigate the organization and
business methods of all corporations doing
an Inter State business and can compel
the testimony of witnesses having knowl ¬

edge and tho production of important
books and papers The President is au-
thorized

¬

to make all the publicity that he
deems wise and needful

Important cases involving vital issues
can be hurried to tho Supreme Court and
iuclu given preccuence wuicn will not
only be deterrent of many injurious nrac-
tices but speedily give us decisions that
will settle many mooted questions and in
dicate tiio need and direction of further
legislation

THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT INVITED TO
BOSTON

Tho Department of Massachusets G
A R has unanimously Invifcd the Na
tional tneampment to come to Boston
next year The invitation meets with the
heartiest commendation of the Boston
press The people remember with great
pleasure the visit of the comrades to their
city in 1889 as the comrades also recol
lect with equal happiness the magnificent
entertainment the Yankees of the Hub
gave them We never had a better time
anywhere than we did in Boston It Is a
magnificent city filled with magnificently
loyal generous people We can confident-
ly

¬

expect even a better time in 1904 than
we had in 1888b
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THE MAIMED SOLDIERS BILL

Elsewhere it will be seen that the Sen-
ate

¬

and House conferees have at last come
together upon the maimed soldiers bill
arid though it gives increased ratings to a
limited nnmber of badly wounded men it
cuts off very many thousands from the
relief which was sanguinely hoped for
Congress is still dominated by a niggardly
economy in the way of pensions As
agreed upon the bill provides that those
who have lost one hand or foot or been
totally disabled in the same shall receive
a pension at the rate of 40 a month
Of these there were 3303 in April 1902
Those who have lost an arm at or above
the elbow or a leg at or above the knee
shall receive n pension of 40 a month
Of these on the same date there were
2357 on the pension rolls Those who
have lost an arm at the shoulder or a leg
at the hip or where- - the same is in jsnch

condition as to prevent the use of nn arti-

ficial
¬

limb 55 a month Of these there
were in April 1002 1724 pensioners
Those who have lost one arm and one foot

C0 a month There aro but 17 of these
The pension of those who have lost both
feet shall be 100 a month There ate but
seven or eight of such pensioners on the
rolls

Representative Caldcrhcads amend-

ment
¬

to give 30 a month to those who
pensioned under the Act of Tune 29 1S90
are so totally disabled as to require the
constant aid and attendance of another
person was after a persistent struggle
rejected This most just provision would
have brought relief to many --thousands of
men who are no less deserving than those
who can trace their total disability to
their wounds and are as justly entitled to
a rating of 72 a mouth which these
receive

The amazement to any thinking person

who examines these statistics is that in a
war of such length and so many terrific

battles there should be so few men so dis ¬

abled as to receive higher pension rates
One would think there would be thous

ands where there are hundreds and whole

regiments receiving C0 a month where
there are but 17

SEXATon nanna seems to be an easy

thing sometimes and one of those times

was when he introduced the bill proposing

to pension ex slaves no was evidently

hunting trouble for himself and the woes

and ills he has brought upon the ignorant
blacks will prbably never be fully known
The land is being raked with a fine tooth
comb just now by unscrupulous agents
who represent themselves to be working

for the negro and to secure his rights un-

der

¬

this bill These agents arc simply
coining money and it is coming from col-

ored

¬

people who have no more right to
a pension under the provisions of this bill
which can never be passed in the wide
world than the Digger Indian An ex

slave must have been a slave once and
must bring the very best evidence to prove
it under the provisions of this bill It
would be about as easy to trace relation-
ship

¬

to Solomon as to establish slave con-

nections
¬

at this distance from those horri-

ble

¬

days People who know about the
imposition that will be practised and the
utter futility of negroes paying out money
to have their rights established should
tike pains to run down the unscrupulous
meniwho will simply fatten on the credul-

ity
¬

of ignorance

THE POST CHECK SYSTEM

Postmaster General Payne Is a strong
advocate of tho posj check system and
said in his annual report for last year

Millions of our people live more or less
remote from any post office and a very
large proportion of them are not able to
buy money orders or bank drafts without
great inconvenience It is not unreasona-
ble

¬

to expect from the Government that
it will provide an easy convenient and
safe method to transmit small sums say

2 or less in amount without putting the
sender to tho inconvenience nnd expense
which now obtains in the purchase of a
draft or post office money order

L urge upon Congress the importance
of passing some law so that our people
may have the advantage of it at as early
a dato as possible Hundreds of thou-
sands

¬

of letters carrying small amounts
in silver or postage stamps are trans-
mitted

¬

every year through the mails
These letters are a constant temptation
to those handling them as it is easy to
identify letters inclosing currency

With the extension of the rural free
delivery service to the remote parts of the
country the use of postal checks would
go far to provide the relief so urgently
demanded as it would conveniently serve
those sections of the country not hereto ¬

fore covered by or adjacent to money
order offices or the banks of the country

PERSONAL

Comrade Horace G Grifiln died recently
in Akron Ohio in his G2d year He was
born in Geauga County nnd enlisted in
the 41st Ohio serving until he was dis
charged for disability no was highly re-

garded
¬

in Summit County and was its
Sheriff for two years He was active in
G A R matters and served as Assist-
ant

¬

Quartermaster General of tho Depart-
ment

¬

of Ohio G A R in 1001 02 This
is the fifth death in Buckley Post this
year

Col William Penn Clark President of
the Constitutional Convention of Iowa
and Chairman of the Iowa Republican
Convention which sent a Lincoln delega-

tion
¬

to tho convention which nominated
tho great President died in Washington
Feb 0 at tho ago of 80 Ho was a
lawyer and then n newspaper editor and
was a Paymaster in tho war His body
was cremated aud interred at Arlington

Col Franklin A Pratt of Gardiner
Mont died in that place in January He
had been ailing for a week or two aud
was dressing to go to Livingston where
he was to have an operation performed
when he was stricken with heart disease
and within 20 minutes passed peacefully
away He was bom in Watcrbury Conn
and was nearly Co years of age Col
Pope was a big hearted genial companion-
able

¬

man and his loss will be greatly felt
by all who knew him Ho responded to
the first call at the outbreak of the re-
bellion

¬

nnd entered the service as Quarter-
master-Sergeant of the 4th Conn and
was later transferred to Battery M of the
j st conn u a ot wuicn lie remained the
Captain till the time of his discharge Dec
11 1SG4 After tho war he engaged in
business and at one time had quite a com-
fortable

¬

fortune At the time of his
death however he was very poor He
was auneu Dy juarragut Aost at Living
ston

John A EolUs Poit Department of Penaiyl
Taala

Past Commander Remt Boerner 282ftPoplar St Philadelphia Pa wrUesthat John A Koltcs Post 228 Philadei
Pbia P is the only German Post In
the Department of Pennsylvania It wasorganized Nov 21 1873 and baa a pres ¬

ent membership of 72 It has over 4000
Ln F f25dB and PW weekly sick
benefit of f4and a funeral benefit of fS0j
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Si Mew Shorty
J and theBoysofCo T

On the March mieCarolims
Oi

CopyrijjhtodlSAO by tho publishers of TnE National Tsrnuirc
am

The Say After th Battle of Bentoaville A
Dreary Time CaxnjJ for the Wounded Ot
terbein Krmeras Feraser
Col McGilliciidui sat down on a fire-

wood
¬

cut of a try3 which they rolled up
in front of the fife jfor him He was al-

most
¬

dropping from pnyslcal fatigue as
well as the mental and moral exhaustion
of the fearful day

Otterbein Kramer scraped up the last
grains of coffee to make him a cup

1 hardly feel as I shonld think of my
own comfort at all when there are so
manv others that need care far worse than
I do said the Colonel dejectedly How
can I ever bear to read the morning report
tomorrow- - This has been the awfnlest
dav for the 200th Indiana since Stone
River Chieknmauga was not so bad nor
even Kcnesaw Capt Granger was killed
by that fire upon our flank Sergeant
Bnire took command ot his company and
rallied it He was killed a few minutes
later Corporal Shattock then took com-

mand
¬

and though he was wounded got
the company back in good shape behind
a swamp to protect our flank I wonder
if he is dead too How I dread to read
the morning report Capt Griscomb who
led the charge back to recover me when
I was shot and helped me on my horse
was killed as he took his hand away Ev
erybodv seemed falling as wc went back
How can I ever read that morning repott
AH those splendid men who had been
with us since we crossed the Ohio River
and there lies the best Adjutant that ever
firmed a regiment My God what has not
this war cost in priceless lives ho will
make the morning report to me tomor-
row

¬

Sergt Klcgg pay no attention to
me bnt make yourselves nnd your men as
comfortable as you can for the night
There is no use sending back for the
Surgeon He has got more than he can
do till morning attending to those who arc
worse off than we

Colonel lie down here by the fire
begged Shorty wc aint got anything to
put over you because our blankets are
back on our horses the Lord knows where

but I will keep nip a good fire so that
j ou will be wnrm all night

No Corporal I should say Sergeant
for you aic a Sergeant now you should
have been long ago But therell be no
trouble about vacancies now I am sure
that there aro vacancies enough now m
every company to promote all that are left
alive You aro a Sergeant to date from
this night But you must pay no farther
attention to me Lie down youisclf 1

know you are dead tired I see that you
arc wounded -- Iiows that

Nothing but a scratch sir nothing but
a scratch pooh poohed Shorty I had
forgotten all about it entirely And he
kept on moving around to make things
more eonuortnlilcror tnc uoionei

Sergt Elliott paid the Colonel in
tones of command do as 1 order you Do
not compel me to reduce you to the ranks
as soon as i iinveprimnicu you iie uuwh
and get some rest sir

Shorty thing atfoffier chnnk upon the fire
before complying wu me oruer aim iaiu
another one neaf to throw on toward
mnriiiiiL when IE Colonel should be
asleep as he caicnuitcd to wake up for
the nurnose btitiliChad scarcely stretclied
himself upon the pine boughs when his
intense weannc s overpowered mm anu
lie was fast asleep lfore he knew it

The Adjutant hjiIKank into a death like
coma from which Alfs best efforts could
not rouse him ilnd Alf himself deadly
tired lay downinjjrcntof the fire with
Gid uiz -

Hours later lhfgray dawn began to
break thronglutlwJiipR mist hanging low
on the sodden ficlUssind making still more
gloomy the dark dank depths of tho
woods The angry crackle of musketry
firing rang for miles along the road and
semicircle where chilled Yank and numbed
rebel had been nervously watching each
other through the njght It was a posi-
tive

¬

relief to see something to shoot at
after the hours of strained peering into
the shrouding darkness

The sun began struggling up over the
eastern swamps and was greeted by the
cheers of 100000 men for hm bright prom ¬

ise of relief from the chilled drench
through which they had wallowed ever
since leaving Fayctteville

The sharp pain in Sis wound would
have waked him had not the light aud
noise done so He cast his eyes with eager
anxiety over the wreck strewn battlefield
toward the enemys position

The terrible sights of the aftermath of
battle were familiar to him but had never
seemed so horrible as those which the
bright rays of the climbing sun now re-
vealed

¬

What had been human beings nnd their
equipments torn and mangled with every
possibility of mutilation nnd rending by
the awful cyclone of bullets and shell
were scattered over the quaking bogs of
tho fields mingled with the torn nnd splin-
tered

¬

fragments of the trees into which
the angry cannon had spouted its breath
of hell

Here and there a feeble arm would be
raised by some terribly wounded man who
had been overlooked in the search and
left through the awful liours in a chill
ditch of mud Cries for help faint from
those hoarse with all night calling floated
over the field

The worn out Surgeons smeared with
the blood of their terrible bnt humane
work started tho weary stretcher bearers
again plodding over the field and hundreds
ot comrades with improvised blanket
stretchers renewed with tho first light
their search for their fallen comrades

After the first ebullition ot spitcfulness
the skirmish fire along the line diminished
aud finally ceased indicating no immediate
resumption of the battle and Si turned
to look on his companions

The fire had died down to grim gray
ashes like the incomparably fiercer flames
of yesterday only in it were merely spent
forces and desolation nought of tho stu-
pendous

¬

misery and suffering of the other
The Colonel had slipped down from his

log upon a chunk in front that he might
rest his shattered arm upon it and there
had fallen into a fitful doze

Ho was now awake and looking with
earnest eyes across tho field to the lair of
the rebels

Xi he had answered thfr look in Sis
eyes when the firing first broko our tho
battle will not brtnewed today There
will be a lot ofj guabblcs for positions
as the troops come up and Sherman forms
his lines but Shfnian will not be ready
to fight until iomorrow at least If
Johnston stands ligroiind he will not bo
ready to fight either He seemed to put
in all the men tichad yesterday and we
shattered them awfully They must be now
repairing damagoa If his reinforcements
had come un duringrthc night as I feared
Johnston woulddhmre begun the battle
by this time to catch Sherman before he
was reauy iljiwuiis mi xo raorrow
we shall be abjpjtp do something more
I sent back worilxto tho Surgeons last
uight that whetttHey got throueh with
the rest of thcfrislment to come up here
anu attend to usranu me but not to leave
until they had done all they could there
I think when my arm is dressed that the
pain will be so relieved that I shall bo
as ntas ever lor acuou

Colonel you certainly ought to go to
the rear at onco and have your arm
attended to said Alf who bad waked
up end was making- some examination of
thOiColonera arm yxour wound is In a
serious condition with the inflammation
fnreading Yon shonld goMo the rear at
inco and have it tended to

S No answered the ColcmcT firmly I
hall wait here lor tho Surgeons to-- come
- ntronrt in the bOYB and after1 hi is

through with me I will go back to the
re timenr ana see muuj x can- - muster
fordnty I think I shsll be lucky if I
bar ao many as a good company to put
into Cac poor old 200th Indiana

Si looKM iron one ipjia otner or ns

iOV Ft
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Safjsfev- -

companions Tom Radbone with white
face and teeth set to prevent his groans
from the increasing pain of his shattered
thigh sat with his back against a log
Gid was frankly complaining to heaven of
his misery Montys eyes were swelled
shut while boyish tears they could not re¬

press were in the eyes of Sandy and Pete
who looked as if it would be a relief if
they could break out into a good youthful
bawl which of course was impossible
for soldiers Alfs wound was so painful
that he could not sit down and when he
wanted to rest he lay down on his stom¬

ach across a log Shorty was trying to
live up to his new rank as Sergeant in
spite of the intolerable pain of his own
hurt but he was as impatient and snappy
as n bear witii a sore head as Si ex ¬

pressed it Otterbein Kramer was no-

where
¬

to be seen His pots nnd pans and
mule were there but the ministering angel
ot the mess fire was absent

Probably joined the other cooks in the
rear suggested the Colonel as Si and

COL SAT AXD 3IESTALLT

Shorty inquiries in regard to
him

About as likely to hunt thu rear as
wo are onrselves snapped Shortvat the

You dont know Kramer
Though he has scruples about shooting
nt anybody he will go as far as any-
one

¬

toward where shooting is going on
We shall hear from Kramer shortly

said Si If everybody was made up of
as good stuff as he this would be even
a hotter army than it is

Who is that slab sided six foot swamp
angel coming out there inquired Shorty
with cross suspicion as he reached for his
carbine and looked toward a man moving
across the distance Is he some scout
from the rebel lines trying to spy us out

Dont look like a scout said Si no
gun nnd his hands are hanging down by
his side as if he was carrying
There is something in his looks like Kra-
mer

¬

I should say
I declare it is Kramer said Shorty

laying down his carbine I know that
ministerial gait Nothing of the soldier
about him

Nothing of the soldier except a sol-
dierly

¬

heart big enough for a whole ordi-
nary

¬

company corrected Si
Sure sure heartily agreed Shorty it

is Kramer He is covered with mud from
head to foot and has got some chickens
in one hand nnd a bag in the other lie
has been out foraging sures youre born
Well he beats me

Hello Kramer shouted Si
Hello boys answered Kramer Got

something for you nnd he tried to lift
his heavily laden hands to show it

Si and Shorty went ont to meet him
Where in tho name of common sense

have you been How did you find any-
thing

¬

amid this ruck of men and how
did yon get ont there and back again
without being killed inquired Si as he
came up and looked at the three of fonr
chickens in Kramers right hand and the
poke of flour in his left

Been at it all night and had quite a
lively time bnt I made it as you see
answered Kramer handing his burdens to
the boys

Glad to have you relieve me They
seem to bo pulling my arms out of their
sockets

But how in the world did you find
these things And how did you get out
there and back Mnstve gone right
through the rebel lines asked Si full of
amazement

Went through tho rebel lines Should
say I did responded Otterbein Kramer
Just come through them again Told

some stories too that I fear are recorded
against me

uon r Dotner nnour tnat now an-
swered

¬

Si Dont you think theyll be
entered on your descriptive list when you
come to be mustered out of life and naid
off But tell me all about it as we walk
along Im awfully anxious to know My
suonuier ntirts as ir it was in the nre
but Id rather hear how you got through
all those rebels and found those chickens
than to have my wound dressed How in
the name of sense did you do it

Well as I looked around last night
upon you awfully wounded boys said
Kramer I saw that if there was ever a
timo when chicken broth and meat was
needed it would be in the morning You
must have it to carry you through the
first critical stages It might nrohablv
wonld save some of your lives The more
1 tnouglit abont it the more anxious I be
came and I saw it my duty to cct some
chickens no matter what tho labor or
the consequences to myself I reached the
point where I began praying about it not
once nut several times At last in the
midst of my prayer I heard away over to
the north beyond the rebel lines a roost-
er

¬

crowing for midnight I knew that
others heard him as well as I bnt I deter-
mined

¬

that I would take that chance as
well as tho others and told
me he crowed in answer to my prayer I
noticed that the sound came directly
tne norm anu just tnen tnc ciouus parted
so that I could see the north star and I
started out The rebel pickets fired as I

but they were tired and
sleepy and their shots went wild I told
them I had been sent ont with some oth
ers looking for tho-- wounded of our com
pany Heavens tl downright lies I told
last night They let me pass on ur I
found tbe rebels in the camps too excited
too hungry and too tired to pay any at-
tention

¬

to me and I kept right on through
them I kept my eyer on- - the north star
and went straight on I finally cams to-
ward

¬

a large house they were taking for
a hospital All was excitement and confu-
sion

¬

with numbers of terribly wonnded
beic brought In every minute the Sur¬

geons giving orders and the hospital neo- -
around set
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in shape carry out orders and make
places for the mangled men brought in I
pretended to bo one of the helpers who
had brung an officer in but ns soon as I
could get my hands on this poke of flour
I slipped out and made for the cedars
where I knew tho chickens were roosting
I wasnt a minute too soon for I had no-

ticed
¬

another man who was making quite
a show of helping but I could Fee wasnt
doing much While I stopped a second
under n cedar to consider whether it was
the best one to climb something strurk me
on the face and I felt a streak of warm
blood Then I knew he was up there ahead
of me wringing off the chickens heads as
fast as ho caught them to prevent their
making any noise I up to him
Say pard Im onto you Divide fair and
Ill stand in and help Hurry up though
for some of the rest are sure to be out
here Drop cm down to me as fast as
you wring their necks

I could hear the man swearing but
he had sense enough to know there was no
help for it and began dropping the chick-
ens

¬

down to me After seven came down
I knew we couldnt wait any longer be¬

cause I overheard a voice if
there werent any chickens in the trees
and proposing to go out and see I whis ¬

pered to the man to come down left him
three of the chickens keeping the extra
one for my management and started back
I didnt have much trouble for awhile for
the rebels were all too much engrossed
in their own matters to pay attention to
anybody else The most they wanted was
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exchanged

suggestion

something

something

from

approached

pHrflylnr tryinrto theplace

whispered

wondering

to get some dry spot to lie down upon and
rest But as I got near the rebel line of
works I began to have trouble Bright
fires were burning and the men kept
awake and stirring nronnd to complete
the barricades and get ready for morning
Several times I came very near being
forced to give up my stuff to fellows who
wero lying in wait to rob other foragers
of what they might bring in Theres a
heap of those mean cormorants in the rebel
army who are too lazy to go out forag--
ing themselves but lie around outside the
camps to waylay the men who have been
out and gotten something Two men tried
to collar me but I gave them swines
with tho chickens which sent them over
into the mnd Then a man jumped out
and thrust the muzzle of a gun into my
face and ordered me to halt T talked to
him as a Christian and a brother and told
him I was gathering some stuff for the
hospital until I got inside the muzzle of
ins gun Then he said he didnt care a
curse for the men in the hospitnl Let the
Surgeons take care of them He was
hungry hungry now Couldnt wait until
tomorrow His wasnt that kind of a hun
gry Then I swatted him across the face
with the flour poke snatched up his gun
and cartridge box and carried them along
till I came to a creek when I threw them
in Theyre out of harms way for today
and tomorrow at least though he may
lake another gun Then I concluded I
wouldnt take any more such chances
might run up against a man who was
quicker on the trigger than- - he and I
wasnt half ways through the lines So
I circled around wallowed through the
mud of the swamp and finally got around
the right flank of the rebel line Then I
had a time dodging the pickets and pa- -
nois i answered some or tneir cnalienges
at a distance and talked to them in such
good Southern dialect and told them so
confidently about the regiments and Col-
onels

¬

in Cheathams Division that they all
stopped where they were and let me go
on until I came to one on the other side
of the swale from me who appeared to
belong to the same regiment I used to be
with They recognized my voice called
me by name and threatened to fill me full
of holes if I moved another step I de ¬

cided to go on all the same and they
fired You know we always had extra
good marksmen in my regiment I thinkyou will find a coptile of bullet holes
through my hat and probably some others
in my clothes I havent had time to lookyet But I felt the balls come mighty
close Lots of hunters in that regiment
Used to deer stalking and could put a bul-
let

¬

in the dark pretty near where thev
wanted to Ill say that for those fellows
that no matter what thpir r mita hir
could shoot with anybody that ever lived
But I m wasting time with my own selfish
smallness Lets hurry up and get these
chickens to cooking The boysll be wak-
ing

¬
up and need them mightilv

Kramer was greeted with a cheer bythe sorely hungry boys as he reached the
uuukh anu ouorty tnrew down hisbooty He cast aside his builet riddlcdgarments with as little ceremony as ho- jm meuiuncs anu setabout preparing breakfast Si and Shortypicked ud kettles nml irmf r -- -

Alf and Harry began cleaning the chick- -

In front of them the field remainedquiet except for an occasional picket shotbut away to the left the firing at timesbecame a volleyed crash as the divisionsof the Army of the Tennessee came unand threading their way through theswamps found positions the occupancy otwhich the rebels warmly disputed
Almost beside himself with pain theColonel walked restlessly around watch¬

ing the progress of the battle as far ashe could pouring water on his arm fromtime to time to allay the inflammationministering a little heri nmi inm l
suffering men and casting pain sick eyes

unaiu mu camp ro note if the Sur--
kcuii were at last comirnr tn mil l
and them

N HI not send a messenger forhim he said in answer to the mute ap-
peal

¬

in Tom Radbones eyes I knowDr Bartholomew too well-- He i3 notwasting a minute He is putting in every
instant back there doing- - that which is ab-
solutely

¬
necessary to be done for thosethere The moment he can leave them hewill come to mc I would not have himcome a second sooner

A wounded oflicer came by going- - out to
look for his men

Shermans just got up he said to Col
McGillicnddy He rode all night to get
here and came up with Logans Division
which is going in over there on the ex-
treme

¬

right They are- - makine- - most of
that noise von hear

The- - cannon togged to the front by

eager artillerists struggling through the
deep mud with their prolonges straining nt
the guns now began to join in with their
hoarse voices

No battle today Probably It will be
tomorrow and then I can Join in said the
Colonel If the Surgeon can only fix mo
up a little

The warm bright sun was falling upon
the Adjutants face and suddenly he satupright

Breakfast time I must hurry or Illbe lato at the office he murmured
Why Adjutant we arc so glad to hearyou speak said Si laying his hand upon

tho officers shoulder
Yes mother Ill be down at once theAdjutant continued Who aro you and

what are you men doing in my room he
asked looking nt Si nnd Shorty sternly
but with unrccognizing eyes Go back to
the mill where you belong if you belong
there

Why Adjutant dont you know us
asked Col McGillicuddy who had hasten ¬

ed up
VIive Ton comc for me-to- 3Ir- - rc--

asked the Adjutant calling thoname of the superintendent ot the rolling
mill in which he had been formerly em-
ployed

¬

I know Im late and Im verysorry I ve put you to the tronble of com-
ing

¬

for me I never did so before
His wound has deranged his mind butI m glad hes alive said Col McGillicud-

dy
¬

turning to the boys Let him alone
Uon t speak to him until the Surgeon
comes It may make him worse

Though they might not talk the Adju-tant ¬
could not be restrained His volublewords showed that he had lost all con¬

sciousness of ever having been a soldierlie was back m his life before- - the warThe clatter of the musketry and the roar¬
ing of the cannon were the noises of hisold rolling mill in full operation and againhe was listening to the reports of the meDand giving them directions as to theirwork

J1 comcs thc Surgeon at last saidColonel as a man stained with bloodand weary almost to exhaustion from ter-rible ¬
all night work rode slowly folup ¬lowed by hw attendants and laboriouslydismouted Very glad to see you Do

aroeCrest3mte gIad beforc Uow
Some of them hurt awfully Tooof them will never pull another trigger

many
But it is not nearly so bad as it seemedlast night Then I thought the 2fJ0thcould never send ont another Sergeantsguard for action This morning T Mtwe could furnish a couple of Captains withpretty fair companies3iakr that sad tIc Colonel

like to command one of thecompanies Id rather be a Captain ofsuch men as the 200th Ind than Colonelof any other regiment
ame to you tle vcr7 moment Icould continued the Surgeon apologetical- -

yi- - coul not set away an instantearlier i
1 KnOW VOn dill Vlnotni- - T

glad that yon did not come any earlier forI know it would have been at the expense
of others

Let me see your arm Colonel It must
be very painful

No Doctor attend to the other first
Look there at the Adjutant

The Doctor listened a moment and
then tried to examine the Adjutants head
but was pushed away with the stern ad-
monition

¬

not to be skylarking in busi ¬
ness hours

Not an uncommon form of aberration
following severe blows on the skull the
Surgeon explained to the Colonel The
patient loses all knowledge Of his present
position and occupation and his mind

to something which formerly en-
grossed

¬

him Wecan do nothing but wait
for developments If his skull is fractured
he may be brought around by trepanning
nis youth and health make strong chances
in his favor

The Colonel pointed to Gid Mackall
and Tom Radbone both bravely repress¬

ing any murmur and waiting their turn
Thc Surgeons weariness seemed to disap-
pear

¬

at the pathetic sight nmlthe oppor-
tunity

¬

of bringing them relief At once
he became a man of action and skill as
fresh and ready as when the first case had
been brought to him the day before and
forgetful of his night long labor with
stricken men His touch was ns tender
and sympathetic as a mothers but as
true to the spot as a machines fingers of
steel i

iVhile he and his assistants were ex-
tracting

¬

bullets washing and bandaging
wounds setting bones and alleviating
pain Ottobein Kramer had prepared his
chicken broth baked biscuits and made a
kettle of coffee from some stores that the
hospital men had brought no and Alf
went from one to another with their wel ¬

come gifts
The Surgeon was too busy with his work

to stop and wash his hands but he ate
a biscuit and drank a cup of coffee which
Alf held to his lips

All their hearts rose as they heard the
steady advance of the noise of battle
mark the unchecked progress of the Union
army

To be continued

The Boys of 61 and 63

Editor National TnmuirE Like
Comrade C A Howe 139th III I am
very much interested in thc articles writ-
ten

¬

by Chaplain Trumbull but I do take
exception to Comrade Howes letter pub ¬

lished in The National Tribune of Feb
5 in many ways but more in particular
where he says the first call in 18G1 the
majority of those who rushed to arms were
young men foot loose and in many cases
not our best young men by any means

I cannot imagine where this comrade
got his information Certainly not from
his personal experience for his regiment
went out in June 1SG4 for 100 days and
its loss was 1G men died of disease
Those were the days the Government paid
the pensions in advance they ranged from
1700 and a cow to 3000
The bovs foot loose who rnshed to the

front in lSOl did the hardest fighting
during the war They faced the largest
number of Confederates at any one time
during the war This was at the time
Gen McCIellan faced Lee in front of
Richmond Va in 1SC2 It may be of
interest to know the losses of the foot-
loose

¬

bovs of CI not counting the small
skirmishes July 21 1SC1 Bull Run Va
Union loss 2SUl illiamsburg a Jiay

isiEi ssv Aiav i est i oint a
ISC May 23 25 Shenandoah Valley 2019
jiay -- I turnover uouri iiouae ooj iaic
Oaks Va May 31 June 1 5031 June
S Cross Keys Va GS4 Seven Days Bat
tle June 25 to July 2 15S49 Aug 9
Cedar Mountain 23S1 Aug 10 to
Sept 2 Gen Popes campaign 14452
Crampton Pass Md Scpt- - 14 523 South
Mountain Md same date 1S13 Antie
tam Md Sept 17 12410 Fredericks-
burg

¬

Va Dee 11 15 12053 Making a
total of over 73000 The boys of 1SG1
were of the above number and they stayed
till the finish reenlisted in thc field The
Confederate army was at its best in 1SC1
and Spring or 1SG2 far different in C4 C5
when they robbed the cradle and the grave
It was my fortune to serve from 18C1
till 1SG5 W E Webster 1st Battery
Sixth Corps Army of the Potomac Au-
burn

¬

N Y

The FeoriaBattery
nailer E Charles of Peoria 111 lias

rendered the members of the Peoria Bat
tery a service by collecting information
regarding former members of this com-
mand

¬

nnd compiling such data in a circu-
lar

¬

which he has mailed to all known
survivors This circular gives a list of
deaths which have come to the knowledge
of Comrade Charles and also the address¬

es of those living known to him No
suggestion ns to a general Reunion is
made nor is any systematized correspond- -
ence proposed but Comrade Charles states
that if members of the command will write
him giving him additional information
he will try at some future time to prepare
such data for mailing as a circular

The Eetort Courteous
LifeI

Why areyon in mourning
Ob for my sins
I didnt kbow that yon had lost any
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