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7 E want no
wars of

y conquest
We must
avoid the

temptation of terri-
torial

¬

aggression
War should never
be entered upon
until every agency
of peace has
failed

These were the
rinsing woids of
William McKinley
when he took the
oath of office as
President of the

Hon Verby S Heatix United States on
Xate Hist Assistant rost the 4th of March

maaeroeneral jgj- - th
shadow of an impending conflict with
Spain resting darkly over him From the

ews thus expressed he never deviated
during all the trying period that afterward
Intervened Whenc every agency of peace
had failed and war became inevitable he
accepted all of its grave
just as after the protocol of peace had
been signed he declared that where the
flag had once been raised it should not be
hauled down with his consent and that as
far as jn him lay he would carry out to
their logical and legitimate conclusions the
results achieved by the war

DREAD RESPONSIBILITIES

More fully than anyone else Mr Mc
Kinley appreciated when he entered upon
the duties of Chief Executive the dread

which a declaration of war
would imprse He knew that though war
might be fiemanded or proclaimed by the
people of any nation Imperial Monarchi ¬

cal or Republican the for
its conduct and for its results must fall
upon tho Executive He
the peculiar difficulties which surrounded
our relations with Spain the greatest of
these being that which had the least pop-

ular
¬

consideration the possibility that a
declaration of war with Spain would bring
about the hostile intervention of other Eu ¬

ropean Powers intimately connected with
that country by ties of common interest
and family relationship Traditions and
International the Monroe
Doctrine the inviolability of which has so
recently been asserted by this country
end questions of politics and religion all
elded to complicate the situation While
It is true that each of the great political
parties in the campaign which preceded
the election of President McKinley had
condemned in strong terms the existing
condition of affairs in Cuba and declared
a readiness to exhaust every effort to se-
cure

¬

to the people of that island the bles ¬

sings of freedom and good Government no
pledge was given by either party which
could even by inference be held to bind
the Government of the United States to
tako up arms to accomplish the end which
was rhetorically advocated

When Mr McKinley left his home In
Canton Ohio to assume the duties of the
Presidency he had in mind a plan which
he had carefully thought out for the
emancipation of Cuba and tho establish-
ment

¬

of an independent form of Govern-
ment

¬

in that island His purpose was to
bring about this result by a series of
swift and positive diplomatic movement
which included an appeal to motives of
humanity and justice and nn array of the
more powerful if less disinterested mo ¬

tives of self interest There can be little
doubt that one of his leading ideus for
the pacification of Cuba was the surren-
der

¬

of Spanish sovereignty to be brought
about by diplomatic negotiation or by
friendly purchase the United States to be
either the direct purchaser or the guaran-
tor

¬

in behalf of an independent Cuban
Republic He immediately proceeded to
put in operation all of the agencies of di-

plomacy
¬

to secure an amelioration of ths
condition of the people of Cuba

with these efforts he called
Congress in extra session to enact laws
which should placo the industrial commer ¬

cial and agricultural interests of our own
country upon a more satisfactory basis
He asked Congress before transacting any
other business first to provide sufficient
revenue to administer the Government
faithfully without the contraction of fur-
ther

¬

debt or the continued disturbance of
our finances In the light of events that
followed it may well be claimed that Di ¬

vine Providence shaped the ends to which
the President directed tho nation With-
out

¬

the revival of prosperity which almost
immediately followed the legislation recom-
mended

¬

the enactment of which consum-
ed

¬

time and tended to create a feeling of
unrest on the part of those who desired
speedy action in Cuba there could not
have been the National cohesion which en ¬

abled us to secure the results aftoiwvd
Bcuicveu
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PRESSURE UPON THE EXTIIA SESSION

During this extra session called only to
consider economic questions events in
Cuba so progressed as to excite the public
mind almost beyond the limits of repres-
sion

¬

Gen Wejiers policy of concentra-
tion

¬

inaugurated Feb 1C 1SG removed
from the provinces controlled by the Span-
ish

¬

army the rural papulation including
women children and helpless old people
The massing of these in the neighborhood
of the cities and the leaving of them
there to die of starvation had reached a
culmination of horror which shocked the
civilized world The President issued an
appeal to the people of the United States
to relieve the necessities of these innoceut
sufferers Congress made an appropriation
for the purpose and the noble oganiza
tion of the Red Cross and later on many
newspapers and private agencies of be-

nevolence
¬

were drawn to their assistance
Agitation for the recognition of Cuban

independence or for forcible intervention
by the United States was rampant all
over the country sustained by the pulpit
the press and the lecture forum Resolu
tions by the hundred were adopted at pub ¬

lic gatherings and forwarded to the Presi-
dent almost as urgent in tonb as those ad- -

A Buusn wrcn the enemy on the cuban coast

dressed to President Lincoln prior to the
Proclamation of Emancipation Soinany
Americans impelled by righteous indigna-
tion

¬

at the stories of Cuban wrongs had
entered the serviee of the Cuban nrmy of
freedom that there was scarcely a Con-
gressional

¬

District which did not number
one or more of these recruits whose rela
fives were importuuate in beseeching their
Representatives in Congress to take
speedy measures to put an end to the
struggle

Expeditions unauthorized by interna-
tional

¬

law but quite generally sanctioned
by public sentiment fitted out in our ports
to carry arms ammunition and men to aid
the cause of Cuba Libre became so alarm-
ingly

¬

frequent and formidable that the
President ordered a special patrol by reve-
nue

¬

cutters and naval vessels of our coast
adjacent to Cuba nnd directed the ap-
pointment

¬

of special officers of the Depart-
ment

¬

of Justice to prosecute the offenders
against our neutrality laws Among those
intercepted nud prosecuted as the result of
these measures was Gen Calixto Garcia
the Cuban patriot whoso death in Decem-
ber

¬

189S while on a mission of pence and
conciliation to the City of Washington
was generally deplored

To tho different delegations from Con-
gress

¬

who waited upon him to urge imme-
diate

¬

action President McKinley with
the frankness which always character-
ized

¬

his dealings with tho legislative
branch of the Government explained his
plans and his aspirations for a peaceful
settlement and asked them to give him
further time Congress trusted the Presi-
dent

¬

and respected his wishes by adjourn ¬

ing tho extra session without taking decis
lvo action on the Cuban question

Diplomatic efforts to effect nn adjust-
ment

¬

were continued with increased vigor
The President it is understood went just
as far in his demands as he could within
the constitutional limits of his power
stopping short only of such action as might
be construed into a practical declaration
of war Spain replied in her customary
manner by promises and prevarication
The pressure of public sentiment increased
In volume Local militia organization
covertly or openly abetted by Governor
of States and many individual citizens of
military training undertook the organiza-
tion

¬

of volunteer forces to proceed to Cuba
to aid in the liberation of its people Po-
litical

¬

parties and geographical lines were
ignored The men who carried on the ag-
itation

¬

were those who had fought ou
each side of the most desperate civil war
of modern history

WAITING THE RIPENINO OF TIME
To withstand this pressure until the

time was ripe to continue to enforce our
neutrality laws in the face of a hostile
public sentiment and scrupulously to ob¬

serve all our international obligations to-
ward

¬

Spain imposed upon tho President
duties which called for the exercise of the
highest executive nbility and tact

When the 3oG members of the House of
Representatives and tho 00 Senators fresh
from intercourse with their people met
in regular session of Congress on Dec C
1807 it was as the commingling of many
streams forming one mighty flood of pub-
lic

¬

sentiment in favor of the immediate
evacuation of Cuba by Spain or an open
declaration of war by the United States
ns the alternative The President ad ¬

dressed to Congress a thoughtful firm
but temperate message Summarizing the
historical facts he reminded Congress that
our relations toward Spain and Cuba had
been almost a continuous question since
the first enfranchisement of the colonial
possessions of Spain in tho Western Hemi-
sphere

¬

IulS23 and that the- - possibility
that some other European Power might
take advantage of the weakness of Spains
hold upon Cuba to establish a foothold
on that island to tho detriment of tho
United States had called forth repeated
declarations that this country would per-
mit

¬

so disturbance of Cubas connection

ir
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with Spain unless in the direction of in-

dependence
¬

or the acquisition of the island
by the United States through purchase

While maintaining in his communica-
tions

¬

to Congress the reticence which must
accompany uncompleted negotiations and
withholding any statement of precise prop-
ositions

¬

so as to avoid embarrassment tu
the Government of Spain he stated that
our new Minister to that country Gen
Stewart L Woodford had been instructed
tf- - inquire seriously whether the time was
not ripe for Spain of her own volition
moved by her own interests to make propo-
sals

¬

of settlement honorable to herself and
just to her Cuban colony and also instructed
to intimate in plainest terms that tbeUn t
ed States as a neighboring country with
large inteiests both commercial and hu ¬

mane in Cuba could not bo required to
wait much longer for the lestoratiou of
peace and order in that island The Pres ¬

ident still counselled a last appeal to
peaceful negotiation Forcible annexation
of Cuba by the United States he said
would be an act of criminal aggression
Recognition of the belligerency or of the
independence of the Cuban Republic he
also put aside for the reason that the es-

sential
¬

qualifications of sovereignty re-
quired

¬

by international li n had not in
his judgment been yet attained Denounc ¬

ing Gen Weylers concentration order t
an act not of civilized warfare but of ex-

termination
¬

he gave full faith to the dec
larations of the new Spanish Government
of Premier Sagasta which had succeeded
that of Premier Canovas under whom this
cruel policy oiiginated that it would b2
reversed and that a broad and liberal
scheme of home rule or autonomy would
be granted to Cuba These propositions
ho thought were in the line of a bettor
undeistanding between this Government
and that of Spain He felt that it wi3
honestly due to Spain that she should be
given a reasonable chance to realize her
expectations and to prove the asserted
efficacy of the new order of thing- - to
which the stood irrevocably committed

i

nearino ttie crisis
At the same time he added these preg¬

nant words
Sure of the right keeping free from all

offense ourselves actuated only by upright
nnd patriotic considerations- moved neither
by passion nor selfishness the Government
will continue its watchful care over the
rights and property of American citizens
and will abate none of its efforts to bring
about by peaceful agencies a peace which
shall be honorable and enduring If it shall
hereafter appear to be a duty impscd by
our obligations to ourselves to civilization
and humanity to intervene with force it
shall be without fault on our part and only
because the necessity for such action shall
be so clear as to command the support and
approval of the civilized world

This declaration was afterward abun ¬

dantly fulfilled On the night of Feb 13
11 weeks after the assembling of Congress
the United States battleship Maine while
on a friendly visit to the harbor of Ha-
vana

¬

and lying at a mooring especially as ¬

signed to her by the Captain of the Port
was destroyed by n submarine mine and
In this catastrophe two of her officers and
264 of her crew perished

The horror and suspicion which this oc-

currence
¬

created in the minds of the Pres-
ident and his advisers were increased by
the fact that Consiil General Fitzhugh
Lee at Havana had cabled suggesting de ¬

lay in sending the Maine to that city on
tho ground that the Spanish authorities
professed to think her presence had some
ulterior purpose and would obstruct au-
tonomy

¬

nnd most probably produce a dem-
onstration

¬

This telegram was received
after the Maine had sailed for Havana

Those who saw President McKinley
tho night this fateful news was received
say that the anguish depicted on his face
was as great as that which Abraham Lin
coln exhibited when he visited the battle
field of Gettysburg He knew then that
all his efforts to avert a war of which no
one couiu rorcteu the duration or extent
had been unavailing

a pertinent device
This was the crucial moment In tho

i resiuents lire a turning point in the lite
of the Republic Then the sturdy char-
acteristics

¬

of firmness nnd readiness of
mind derived from his ancestry were dis-
played

¬

Mr McKinley ns Is well known
was of Scotch Irish descent The crest ofJames McKinhiy the Trooper head of
the Scotch clan of McKinlay from whom
the McKinleys of Pennsylvania and Ohio
descended was an olive branch clasped in
mailed hand The motto accompanying
this emblem implied Moderation and Pa-
tience

¬

Its literal reading was Not too
much In transition from Scotland to theNorth of Ireland the a of the name waschanged to e and under the Scotch
Irish name of McKinley the ancestors
of the lato President of tho United
States came to America where in York
fr0U y Pa- - his ereat grandfather David
McKinley a gallant private soldier of tho
War of the Revolution was born

These old heraldic bearings derived new
significance in the present crisis Tho ol-
ive

¬

branch had been extended for 11
months the mailed hand was now to
come into play Not for the first time was
William McKinley the soldier called upon
to take heroic assumption of responsi-
bility

¬

but never before in so vast a thea- -

iand with tue worId for a spectator
William McKinley was n gallant soldier
in the war of 18Cl 5 He entered that waras a private and emerged as a Major Heparticipated in many battles and won pro
motion for distinguished services JJeknew what war meant nnd had shown his
capacity in positions of great -- difficulty
and responsibility -

An Incident recorded of him in thatstrugglo illustrates tho self reliance of theman and the qualities which were now to
be brought into onerntion nn n far irnmin
scale The story as told by one of his
biographers is this

- S j5 VJSJ -yv
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At tho battle of Opoquan McKinley
who like his ancestor of Revolutionary

fame had entered the war as a private
but who was now a Captain and Aid on
Gen Crooks staff was sent with an or ¬

der to Gen Isaac H Duval to move his
command quickly to n position on the right
of the Sixth Corps but Duval not know-
ing

¬

the topography of tho country asked
the young Aid Hf what route shall I
move my command Capt McKinley
was without definite orders or knowledge
of the country but having a general idea
of the direction of the water courses and
location of the troops replied I would
move up this creek puval then said I
shall not move without definite orders
McKinley knew that any delay was haz ¬

ardous and so acting on his own view of
the position of the armies at once replied
This is a case of great emergency Gen-

eral
¬

and so I order you by command of
Gen Crook to move jour command ou
the road up this ravinc to a position on
the right of the arniyT The movement
piovccl exactly right and Duvals com-
mand

¬

was soon in position to do effective
work It drove the enemy in confusion
from their works and contributed to the
victory of the day Still it is not hard to
conjecture what would have been the
young- - Aids fate if the order had been a
mistake

WELL BALANCED CHARACTER

The admirable equipoise of Mr McKin
leys character and his readiness to meet
emergencies whenever they occurred and
however unexpectedly they confronted him
have been manifested on many occasions
since the termination of this great epoch
in American history Throe years before
he was called to enter upon the duties of
Chief Executive of tliu Nation when he
was filling a similar but less exalted posi-
tion

¬

that of Chief Executive of the great
State of Ohio disturbances of a most
thicatening character brrke out among the
coal miners Governor McKinley assumed
personal diiection of the State troops sent
to suppiess rioting-- nnd by his firmness
and moderation averted what threatened
to be a sanguinary and widespread dis-
turbance

¬

His 12 years service in Congress his
experience in other walks of life in all of
wluch lie acquitted himself in the most
trying circumstances with credit and dis ¬

tinction marked hint ns the man destined
for the hour when the storm of foreign war
broke over the United States

On the day after the news of the de-
struction

¬

of tho battleship Maine the Pres
ident was visited by nearly every member
of Congrss urginir immediate warlike ac-
tion

¬

lie counselled prudence and delay
he nsked them all to suspend judgment be
fore determining the iejonsibiIity for the
tragic occurrence In point of fact he
sustained the wise cabhj message sent by
Capt Sigsbcc of the Maine in announcing
tue disaster

President McKinley knew none better
that the country wasjnot prepared for

war We had an nnny of but 27500
men wiuic spam nail snt 13i000 troops
to Cuba alone The Spanish Navy on pa-
per

¬

at least was cquah if not superior
to that of the United States Very little
had been done since tliewar of lSGl 5 In
the way of fortifying our sea coast orfpro
viding siege guns or fixed ammunition It
is related that at tll- - juncture a distin-
guished

¬

Army officer reported to the Pres
ident If we should go- - o war with Spain
to morrow we have notlcnongh small am-
munition

¬

for a contiiiuf J battle of two
hours

Nevertheless a canons of the House of
Representatives confined to no one nolit- -
icalparty decided nimost unanimously on
an immediate declaration of war and a
sufficient number of members of Congress
were present nt this conference to indi
cate that the strength of the war party of
both Houses was sufficient to override
even a Presidential veto

SPAINS NEW rOLICT
The President had fisked Congress nt

the beginning of tho session to await the
result of Spains new policy of granting
autonomy to Cuba and of reversing Gen
Weylers order of concentration The
nopes or peace which these propositions
held out failed him at this eriticil inne- -
ture Our Consuls in Cuba reported the
continuance of such sickening scenes of
starvation cruelty aUd death in the camps
of the reconcentrados that the correspon-
dence

¬

though called for by Congress was
for the time prudently withheld by the
i resiucnr irom puuuestion lest in the ex-
cited

¬

state of the public mind it might
prove a spark in the powder magazine al
ready dangerously near explosion- - These
cimsuis also reported that autonomy was
an absolute failure thatcoercion nnd brib-
ery

¬

Iinrl been tried in vain to induce Cu-
bans

¬

of character td give countenance to
the movement Sr Manuel Rafael An
gulo sent to Washington ns a Delegate
from the so called Colonial or Autonomist
Government of Cuba about this time ca-
bled

¬

Govcrnor Gcnernl Blanco at Havanathrough the Spanish Minister in Washing-
ton

¬

that it was necessary in order to off-
set

¬

what he termed the perfidious mach-
inations

¬

of Lee and his copartners to
have a cable message jsent him giving the
names of representative native born Cj
bans of standing who adhered to the An
tonomist Government When the reply
was received on April 15 1S0S he wrote
despairingly to Sr Jose Maria Galvez
President of the Council of the so called
Colonial Government at Havana that the
names which had been forwarded to him
were all Peninsulnrei that is Span ¬

iards not Cubans tbat he had seen the
President of the Chamber of Congress
uy appointment ana had also had nn in-
terview

¬

with the Hon John Addison Por-
ter

¬

Secretary to tho President nt tin
White House who had made it apparent
mm ii mi ttiuunomisi solution was to be
well received in the UitSl States it must
be shown to be nofcn Spanish proposition
but a Cuban also that it must be shown
that affairs had changed in Cuba not inappearance only bat ubstantially

Autonomy was thin admitted to be n
subterfuge even by its originators and
the piomised reforms a failure

A SPLENDID ACTOF CONGRESS

Amid all these discouragements the
President remained undismayed his cour-
age

¬

never failed him he nbnted none of
ins iiign purposes nnd Congress showed
its unlimited confidence 1n him by nn act
which excited the wonder and admiration
of Europe On the mere suggestion of tho
Executive by n unanimous vote of both
Houses on March 0 1808 nn appropri-
ation

¬

of 50000000 was made for the
National defense and for each nnd cverv
purpose connected therewith to be expend ¬

ed nt tho direction of the President It is
a matter of history tlmt Congress subse-
quently

¬

supplemented this grant by author-
ization

¬

to negotiate n 3 per cent lonn to
the extent if necessary of 100000000
only half of which was called out nnd
which wns subscribed by the people in
sums ranging from 20 upward no one
subscription accepted exceeding 5000

Immediate steps wevs taken by the
President so to utilize the fund createdby tho special nnnronrinHnn of Si0non nnn
ns to place the couptry on a war footing
APPnt3TCPrA Kfnf rlimn1 fst miKln 11WW1 luiiiuu Uilavailable warships before tho outbreak of
hostilities brought the neutrality laws into
force tOn the suggestion of the President
tho four swift ocean steamers of the In-
ternational

¬

Navigation Company were
chartered nnd fitted out as cruisers and
scouts and other vessels were bought for
colliers nnd transports Athonie every ar¬

senal and navy yard and all private firms

Continued ou fifth pagej
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BRINGING THE CITY DOWN TO NORMAL

Disposition of the Captured Cotton Clearing
Obstructions trom tbe Harbor to Allow Re-
sumption

¬

of Trade Visit or Secretary
Stan ten Courtesies Between Army and
Havy
After Gen Sherman had become pro

erly setted in his headquarteis lie decided
to bring the officers of the Army ami ixavj
together at a reception to be given to Ad
mirnl Dahlgren The bnildiug occupied
as headquarters was a large private resi ¬

dence owned by a Mr Charles Green nn
Englishman who tendered the house to
Gen Sherman for that purpose
CEN SHERMAN GIVES A RECEPTION TO

ADMIRAL DAHLGREN AND NAVAL
OFFICERS

On the evening designated there was a
large assemblage of officers of the armj
and navy Introductions all round were
the older of the evening much goud feel
ing prevailed on all bauds Everybody
enjoyed the occasion

This was the first social gathering of
this kind that had occurred with the of--
ficeis of the army and it was made all the
more interesting to have pressnt officcis
of the navy with their great Admiral 1

felt honored by nn introduction to Admiral
Dahlgren In the course of the evening
I had a very pleasant conversation with
him in regard to certain naval movements
particularly concerning the battle between
the Kearsarge and Alabama The Ad-
miral

¬

spoko in glowing terms of that great
naval battle paying a handsome tribute
to Winslow who com manded the Kearsarge
his conclusion was that the fight was pat
ticularly a test of the respective merits of
the Dahlgren gun with which tho Kear-
sarge

¬

was armed and the Armstrong
gun with which the Alabama was armed
the result being favorable to the American
gun

Admiral Dahlgren obviously enjoyed
meeting officers of the nrmy Innv agree
able compliments wero paid him and his
efficient subordinates for their prompt and
efficient work in communicating with the
army and bringing up much needed sup-
plies

¬

Among thoe of the army who were
present to do honor to tho nnvy were Gen
Sherman the host of the evening Gens
Howard Slocum Ostcrhaus Blair Wil ¬

liams Davis Jackson Geary Ward Car
lin Morgan Raird Mower Leggett Gile
A Smith Woods Hazen John E Smith
Corse Kilpntriek and a great array of
Brigade Commanders

There was one Indy present with her
husband namely Mrs A II Markland
wife of Col A H Markland who at
Gen Grants request had been assigned
to duty by tho Post Office DepartmantVs
Special Agent of Maiis for Shermans
nrmy- - Mrs Mnrkland was a handsome
nnd spirited woman was beautifully at
tircdnnd added interest and grace to the
occasion She was the first and only loyal
woman from the North that we had seen
since the campaign began and it can well
be understood that great resDect was
shown her

Gen Sherman had a very nirreeable so
cial side to his nature He put cveryhody
entirely at their case He spoke interest-
ingly

¬

of the late campaign and insisted
that tho great merit of the enterprise was
tbe decision to divide the army

i must conrcss tnat 1 now look back
upon that interesting meeting with a feel-
ing

¬

of profound melancholy pleasure Most
of the men present that night have passed
over the Great River and are resting hap-
pily

¬

I trust in the Great Campground be-
yond

¬

SCENES IN SAVANNAH
Savannah the old historical city of

about 20000 inhabitants was a source of
interest to every officer nnd soldier of the
nrmy The streets nre laid off at right
angles with a number of very broad
streets along which aro standing four
rows of stately live oak trees dividing the
street into three drivevvays the sidewalks

From a sketch made In ISfit
¬

were of width and in good condi-
tion

¬

on one or more of the streets arc a
number of small squares inclosed and

kept the residences in the
central part of the city were commodious
well built and had an air of home like
comfort

Tho Court nouse was a large building
wittt four entrances with halls crossing
each other in tho center The Exchange
wns a large imposing building

The city was remarkable for its shade
the boughs of the live oaks in the broad
streets interlocked each other so the
thick leaves almost kept out the sun the
year round I pronounced Savannah a
beautjfjil city

I visited the old Bonaventure Cemetery
laid off I was told in tho of Ogle-
thorpe

¬

the live oak trees reigued
supreme They had been set out years
before in regular rows they had grown
to great size limbs interlocked and
in addition to their leaves great quanti-
ties

¬

of that wonderful parasite Spanish
moss hung suspended from bough
Here and there large nnd expensive mon-
uments

¬

and tombs had been built but it

--3
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appeared that the place was too solemn
even for the repose of the dead as I saw
no new graves I lingered until after
sundown riding from place to place
through this majestic receptacle for the
dead it was the most weird and solemn
place I had ever entered It is certainly
worthy a visit of any one who may go to
the city of Savannah

The most interesting object to me how-
ever

¬

in Savannah was the fine monu-
ment

¬

erected to the memory of Count
Pulaski A view of this memorial shaft
recalled to my mind the great struggle of
the Revolution when Georgia adhered
firmly to the cause of independence of
the capture of the city by the British
forces and of the great struggle for its
recovery in October Pulaski
fell It brought to mind also tho visit
of Lafayette and the laying of tho corner-

-stone of this monument by him
I felt that a city whose early history

was so intimately and patriotically identi-
fied

¬

with the great struggle of forming the
Union must be saved to the Union
REMOVING OBSTRUCTIONS IN RIVER AND

REMODELINO TORTlrlCATIONS
Two very important matters were un-

dertaken
¬

without delay namely the re-
moval

¬

of obstructions torpedoes etc
from the Savannah River and the remod ¬

eling of the defensive works around Sa¬

vannah to fit it to be held by a small Un ¬

ion garrison
Admiral Dahlgren undertook the task of

clearing out the river This work was
performed with great expedition and skill
so that in a short time it was safe for ves
sels to come up to tho city to transact
their business

Very soon the Quartermaster and Com
missary Departments established extensive
depots of supplies in the city for the use
or tue army

Savannah now took on an air of busi
ness that she had not enjoyed for nearly
four ycar It is proper to state that Ad-
miral

¬

Dahlgren and the whole navy under
mm co operated with the army in the
most hearty manner in every work to
make the occupation of Savannah a suc
cess

The remodeling of the defensive works
wns entrusted to Capt O M Poe Chief
of Engineers on Gen Shermans and
to Maj T W Osborn Chief of Artillery
Department and Army of the Tennessee
These officers were ordered to dismantle
tho forts on the coast and river and to
abandon and destroy such forts around
tue city as were not required for its de-
fense

¬

by a small garrison A large force
of men was put on this work and a line cf
defenses wns erected for a garrison of
10000 men

CAFTTRED COTTON

When our army took possession of Sa ¬

vannah 31000 bales of anton were found
in store This was taken possession of
nt once by our officers and by direction of
Gen Sherman wns carefully guarded as
prize ot war if this capture had been
made on the high seas by the navy it
would have been converted into cash and
distributed as prize money to the officers
and sailors of the ships engaged in the
capture but no such good luck wns pro-
vided

¬

for by law for the army All the
soldiers were entitled to of captured prop-
erty

¬

was enough to cat if it could be
found So in respect to this captured
cotton then worth probably 810000000
or 12000000 the soldiers whose forti-
tude

¬

and valor had secured its capture
were not entitled to a penny of the pro ¬

ceeds of its sale This cotton was by di-

rection
¬

of Hon E M Stanton Secretary
of War turned over to Simeon Draper
Esq Special Agent of the United States
Treasury Department

Mr Draper camo to Savannah on a rev ¬

enue cutter reaching there Jan 11 On
the same vessel came Secretary of War
Stanton Quartermaster General Meigs and
Adjutant General Townsend besides a
number of civilian clerks

i
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THE NEGRO PROBLEM
The success of the Union Army in

Georgia for eight months from May to
December during which time the State
was traversed from north to south com ¬

pletely relaxed the hold of the master
class upon their slaves This was so also
in South Cnrolinn along the coast where
our army had penetrated The negroes
everywhere were restless and anxious to
gnin our military lines

With tho advent of our army at Sa-
vannah

¬

appeared at least J0000 negroes
who joined our columns as we marched
through the State This number could
have been increased to 40000 if the word
had been passed along for them to come
but women children and old men imw
discouraged from leaving their homes It
was only tlie young able bodied men who
woie encoUiaged to join us But even
with the greatest care it was found that
many women had accompanied the men
and that immediate provision must be
made for their care These people were
loyal to the flag and were ready to doanything required of them in connection
with military affairs but their numbers

w

-v

were greatly in excess of the demand of
our army for pioneer corps servants etc

State Agents from some ot tho North
cm States appeared on the ground au-
thorized

¬

to enlist negroes to be mustered
into the service ns substitutes and credited
to those States upon the calls for troops
It is hardly necessary to say that the sol-
diers

¬

at Savannah were not in sympathy
with this movement They felt that tho
States should fill their quotas for troops
from their own citizens nnd not send
down to Georgia to enlist negroes to fill
up the ranks ot regiments which should
be filled by white men

AH questions involving the negro press
cd upon the attention of Gen Sherman
and Secretary Stanton on his arrival and
an order wns agreed unon between them

Land was issued by Gen Sherman so as
to give form and system to the whole mat-
ter

¬

This is the order
Special Field Order No 15

Headquarters Military Division of ths
Mississippi in the Field

Savannah Ga Jan 10 ISC
1 Tho islands from Charleston south

the abandoned rice fiMds aong the riven
for 30 miles back from the sea and the
country bordering the St Johns River
Florida are reserved and set apart for
the settlement of the negroes now mada
free by the acts of war and tho proclama-
tion

¬

of the President of the United States
2 At Beaufort Hilton Head Savan-

nah
¬

Fernandina St Augustine and Jack-
sonville

¬

the blacks may remain in their
chosen or accustomed vocations but on
tho islands and in the settlements here-
after

¬
to be established no white person

whatever unless mlitary offices nnd sol-
diers

¬

detached for duty will be permitted
to reside and the solo and exclusive man ¬

agement of affairs will be left to the freed
people themselves subject only to thu
United States military authority and tha
Acts of Congress By the laws of war
nnd orders of the President of tho United
States the negro is free and must be
dealt with as such He cannot be sub ¬
jected to conscription or forced military
service save by the written orders of tha
highest military authority of the Depart ¬
ment under such regulations as the Presi ¬

dent and Congress may prescribe Domes ¬
tic servants blacksmiths carpenters and
other mechanics will be free to select thele
own work and residence but the young
and able bodied negroes must be encour-
aged

¬
to enlist as soldiers in the service ot

the United States to contribute theifj
share toward maintaining their own free--
dom and securing their rights as citizens
of the United States Negroes so enlisted
will be organized into companies battal- -
ions and regiments under the orders of
the United States military authorises and
will be paid fed and clothed according to
law The bounties paid on enlistment
may with the consent of the recruit go to
assist his family and settlement in pro- -
curing agricultural implements seeds
tools boots clothing and other articlesnecessary for their livelihood

3 Whenever three respectable negroes
heads of families shall desire to settle qn
land nnd shall have selected for that pur¬
pose an island or a locality clearly de
fined within the limits above designated
the Inspector of Settlements and Planta-
tions

¬
will himself or by such subordinato

pfficer as he may appoint give them a II--
cense to settle puchThuid-oT-aistricta-

afford them s1ncaassistance as he can to
enable them to establish a Dt acefnl nirr
cultnral settlement The three nnrtiet
named will subdivide the land under tha
supervision ofthe Inspector among them ¬
selves and such others as may choose to
settle near them so that each family shall
have a plot of not more than 40 acres of
tillablo ground and when it borders on
some water channel with not mm thrm i

aw reet water front in the possession of
which land the military authorities will
afford them protection until such tme as
they can protect themselves or until Con-
gress

¬

shall regulate their title The Quar¬
termaster may on the requisition of tha
Inspector of Settlements and Plantations
place at the disposal of tho Inspector ona
or more of the captured steamers to ply
between the settlements and one or mora
of the commercial points heretofore named
in order to afford the settlers the opportun-
ity

¬

to supply their necessary wants and
to sell tho products of their land and la-
bor

¬

4 Whenever a negro has enlisted in
the military service of the United States
he may locate his family in any one of
the settements at pleasure and acquire a
homestead and all other rights and privi¬

leges of a settler as though present in
person In like manner negroes may set¬

tle their families and engage on board tha
gunboats or in fishing or in tho naviga¬

tion of the inland waters without losing
any claim to land or other adranages de¬

rived from this system But no one un-
less

¬

nn actual settler as above defined or
unless absent on Government service will
be entitled to claim any right to land on
property in any settlement by virtue of
these orders

o In order to carry out this system oft
settlement a general officer will be de¬
tached as Inspector of Settlements and
Plantations whoso duty it shall be to visit
the settlements to regulate their police
and general arrangement and who will
furnish personally to each head of a fam
ily subject to the approval of the Presi-
dent

¬

of the United States a possessory ti-

tle
¬

in writing giving as near as possible
the description ot boundaries and who
shall adjust all claims or conflicts that
may arise under the same subject to like
approval treating- - such titles altogether as
possessory The same general officer will
also bo charged with the enlistment and
organization of negro recruits and protect¬
ing their interests while absent from their
settlements and will be governed by tho
rules and regulations prescribed by th
Wnr Department for such purposes

G Brig Gen R Saxton is herby ap-
pointed

¬
Inspector of Settlements and Plan ¬

tations and will at onco enter upon tho
performance of his duties No change is
intended or desired in the settlement now
on Beaufort Island nor will any rights
of property heretofore acquired be affect ¬
ed thereby

By order of
Maj Gen W T Sherman

L M Dayton
Assistant Adjutant General

This order was on a line with a bill
then pending before Congress and whicli
had been under consideration for about ayear The necessity for legislation on this
subject was better understood by military
Commanders in ihe field than by member
of Congress whose duties kept them at
i iiauiuKLuu xl hum luipunanr mat tneso
people who had been set free by the war
should have the temporary care of the
Government to secure for them opportun-
ity

¬

to work and receive wages and enjoy
the fruits of their labor

The duties and powers conferred upon
Gen Saxton were absorbed bv the Freed
mnns Bureau which was created by Act
of Congress passed March 3 1SG5 a
month nnd a half after this order was
issued

The campaign in Georgia bronght Gen
Sherman faco to face with many interest-
ing

¬

and important questions not strictly of
a military character but which grew out
of the war and had to be settled bj mili-
tary

¬

orders Tho manner in which all
these matters wcie handled and disposed
of by Gen Sherman shows the strong
grasp he had upon public questions and
the readiness with which he adopted
means to ends

But the great question that engaged
Gen Shermans attention nt this tinia
wero plans for his great Winter campaign
through the Carolinas

To be continued -


