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UR New Navy
which has
come out of
the war with
Spain with so

much credit and re-
nown

¬

dates from
the Administration
of President Ar-
thur

¬

when Mr
Chandler was Sec-
retary

¬

of the Navy
The lirst ships w ere
the Chicago At-

lanta
¬

Boston and
Dolphin John
Roach buildcd ot
better than he
Knew but apparent ¬

ly better than anj
body else Knew He
and Secretary Chan

dlcr not only laid the foundation of our
piecnt niKgnifcent Navy but gave an im-

pulse
¬

to iioa uavil building iu this coun-
try

¬

which has icsulted in the creation of
American ship jards capable of turning
out as good w ork as any in the w orld An
infelicitous attempt was made to discrcd- -

III MPM0Gfcw
It the little Dolphin as structurally
weak but the has circumnavigated the
globe and has come out of the -- eeent war
equal to every demand and sound as a
nut

Secretary Whitney with continuing abil-
ity

¬

and foresight enlarged the work which
was begun under Mr Chandler and was
followed in the same lines by Secretaries
Tracy and Herbert each adding to the
number of our war ships and developing in
every way our naval pow cr

When I entered upon my duties in
March 1897 the Navy though not large
compared with the navies of one or two
foreign powers was well equipped and
well prepared A high professional spirit
animated its officers the Bureaus and lead-
ing

¬

naval stations were officered by chiefs
alive to their responsibilities zealous and
progressive It is fair to say that after
the last above named date no new life or
force was infused into the administration
of the Navy These were already there
The fleets went on as during the year be-
fore

¬

in the gunnery and target practice
and manuvers at sea They were supplied
at home and abroad with ammunition coal
medical and other supplies so that they
were ready for any emergency and the
credit of their substantial preparedness
when war came belongs to no one man
nor to any one year

And yet it was the preparation of a
email Navy almost pathetically small as
compared for instance with that of Great
Britain It had seen no war service its
battleships gunboats and torpedo boats
were untried To appreciate the situation
we must forget the glory and confidence
felt in it everywhere to day and remember
that a few years ago ithad very little popu-
lar

¬

hold At the first muttering of the storm
with Spain it was an open question wheth ¬

er her naval power was not equal to our
own She had ships of the finest and most
recent naval construction she had gallant
and educated officers and brave seamen
ehe had ready access to eveiy resource
which the skill of Europe could supply in
the way of naval construction armament
and ammunition It was with a conscious-
ness

¬

of these facts on our part that when
the possibility of war became apparent
the work of providing for its exigencies
which had been bcgutl and carried on so
well already under the ordinary conditions
of past years was continued strenuously
end earnestly by the same agencies to
meet the extraordinary demands which
war would bring

THE LOWERING OF THE WAR CLOUDS

As early as January 1S9S the increas-
ing

¬

itension of our relation with Spain put
the Navy Department on its guard The
fleet in Atlantic waters had been largely
engaged during the previous years iu en ¬

forcing the neutrality laws and great vigi ¬

lance had been exercised in preventing the
fitting out and departure of filibustering
expeditions from our coast Recognizing
the importance of retaining experienced en-
listed

¬

men in the service the Commander-in-Chie-f
of the European station was di-

rected
¬

on the 11th day of January 1898
not to discharge men whose enlistment
were about to expire Tnis was probably
the first important order given in contem-
plation

¬

of war On Jan 17 the Comma-

nder-in-Chief of the South Atlantic sta-
tion

¬

was informed of the critical condi-
tion

¬

of our relations witli Spain and di-

rected
¬

to proceed with the Cincinnati and
Castine from Montevideo to Para Brazil
On the same day the Helena then on
Iier way to the Asiatic Ftation was order-
ed

¬

to await instructions at Lisbon and the
Wilmington on her way to the South At-

lantic
¬

station was oidered to await in-

structions
¬

in the West Indies On Jan
2G the Commander-in-Chie- f of the
European station was ordered to as-
semble

¬

his squadron at Lisbon and on the
next day the Commander-in-Chie- f of the
Asiatic station was ordered to retain the
men whose enlistments weic about to ex
Dire

For several years prior to the incoming
of the McKinley Administration it bad been
the policy of our Government to refrain
from sending naval vessels to Cuban wa-
ters

¬

This policy was now reversed and
in the Fall of 1S97 the North Atlantic
squadron following the formeily es
tablished custom and so without just
cause of offense to Snain was ordeied
outh for the purpose of Winter evolutions

vxr7TBtpas9S

and practice The next step was for our
naval vessels to resume friendly visits to
Cuban ports and after conference between
our Secretary of State and the Spanish
Minister in which the subject was dis ¬

cussed and accepted the authorities at
Madrid and Havana were informed that
the U S S Maine would be forthwith in-

structed
¬

to call at the port of Havana
The order dispatching the Maine was

sent Jan 24 the ship being at that time
off Dry Tortugas Florida The telegram
directing this movement was as follows

Washington Jan 24 1S9S
Sicard Key West

Order the Maine to Havana Cuba and
make friendly call pay his respects to the
authorities particular attention must be
paid to usual exchange of civilities Tor ¬

pedo boat must not accompany Maine The
squad ion must not return to Key West
on this account

The Maine was received in Havana w ith
every maik of ollicial couitesy Heports
from her commanding oilicer however and
other sources indicated from the first that
this visit was received with disfavor

A little after 1 oclock on the night of

SUPERIOR MARKSMANSHIP OF OCR TARS

Note caliber the foundation of the of behind the
punt Illustrations tJion the and how fixed the breach of inch

fur sub caliber

Feb 15 mv daughter came into my
ment at the Hotel Portland woke me
from a sound sleep and gave me n dis-

patch
¬

which she had just received from
a Western Union messenger boy in the
hallway with the information that it was
of importance It was the famous
dispatch from Capt Mgsuee announcing
the destruction ot the Maine anu was as
follows

Havana Feb 10 1SU3
Secretary of the Navy

Washington D C
Maine up in Havana Harbor at

940 to and destroyed
wounded and doubtless more killed or
drowned Wounded and on board
Spanish man-of-w- and Ward Line
steamer send light house tenders irom
Key West for crew and the few pieces ot
equipment above No one has clothing
other than that upon him Public opinion
should be suspended until further report
All officials believed to be saved Jenkins
and Merritt not jet accounted for Many
Spanish officers including representatives
of Gen Blanco now with me to express
sympathy

StOSUFE

It was almost impossible to believe it
could be true or that it was not a wild
and vivid As my eyes went over
and over the letters seemed to
see between the lines the harbor
at Havana lying under the shad
ow of night suddenly rift with a
column of fire and startled with the
thunder of the explosion of the noble
battleship Commander Dickins was at
that time in the absence of Crown-
inshield

¬

Acting Chief of the Bureau of
Navigation and I sent the dispatch to him
with a short note written in lead pencil
as follows
Dear Dickins

I have just received this tcmble tele
gram Please nave request attended to at
once by telegram in ordinary language
not using cipher

Commander Dickins reported n little
later at my hotel was sitting in a small
room adjoining the hotel office with two
or three newspaper correspondents who
had already heard the news and had come
to me for confirmation of it Dickins was
ordered to send to the naval station at
Key West instructions to dispatch a vessel
to Havana with medical assistance He
then went to the White House to inform
the President of the catastrophe The fol
lowing telegram was sent to Captain Sigs
hce

Sigsbee Havana
The President directs me to express for

himself and the people of the United
States his profound sjmpathy with the
officers and crew of the Maine and de-
sires

¬

that no expense be spared in provid-
ing

¬

for the survivors and caring for the
dead

Long
The telegram of Sigsbee did much

to hold public opinion in check and to as¬

sist the Department in securing in the pub-
lic

¬

mind as dispassionate a view as possi-
ble

¬

of the disaster and a suspension of
of judgment until the facts could be inves-
tigated

¬

INVESTIGATING DISASTER

A Board of Inquiry was appointed on
Feb 19 to investigate and report to the
Department the cause of tho explosion
It consisted of Capt W T Sampson

F E Chadnick Lieut Com Win
P Potter as members and Lieut Com
Adolph Marix as recorder They proceed ¬

ed to Havana and began their investiga-
tions

¬

on the 21st day of February A most
thorough and exhaustive examination of
the was made and the Board re-

ported
¬

on the 21st day of March that the
Maine had been destroyed by the explosion
of a submarine mine but that the respon-
sibility

¬

could not be fixed upon any
or persons The most cursory examina-
tion

¬

even by a non technical eye of the
drawings which accompany the report is
convincing that the cause of the disaster
must have been from the outside The
impression has prevailed that the Depart-
ment

¬

was cognizant of the nature of the
findings of the Court long before they were
received in Washington This however
was not the case At one time the ad- -

gn
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visability of having the report telegraphed
in cipher was considered but the proceed-
ings

¬

were so protracted and the prepara-
tions

¬

for any emergency had reached such
a stage that this step was not deemed
necessary

On Feb 25 the Commander-in-Chie- f of
the Asiatic station Commodore Dewey
was ordered to assemble the squadron un-

der
¬

his command at Hong Kong and to re-

tain
¬

the Olympia which was under or-

ders
¬

to proceed to San FraneKeo In-

structions
¬

were outlining his con-

duct
¬

and duty in the event of hostilities
The Baltimore then at Honolulu was di
lectcd to joi the Asiatic squadron and a
latge supply of ammunition was sent to
Honolulu by the Mohican and transferred
to that vessel

The Department as early as March 3
issued instructions to the Office of Naval
Intelligence to make special inquiries of
our naval attaches in Europe as to what
menof vvar and torpedo boats could be
purchased abroad They were directed
to submit estimates of cost and to report
upon the condition of puichasable ships
It was considered important to secure any
war vessels which might be in the market
not only to strengthen our own navy but
to prevent them from coming into the pos ¬

session of Spain and it was necessary that
any purchases made abroad shonld be con- -
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eluded before the outbreak of hostilities
which under the neutrality laws would
then make their purchase impracticable

PREPARING FOR WAR

With a view to these and other proper
expenditures Congress passed on llareh
9 the Emergency Bill appropriating 50
000000 for National defense A Board
was at once appointed for the purpose of
examining such vessels of our own mer ¬

chant marine as were deemed suitable for
naval purposes With the ample means
thus provided the purchase of vessels
ammunition guns and all classes of naval
war material went rapidly on The in-

quiries
¬

set on foot in Europe showed the
impossibility of obtaining war ships in any
number in foreign nuukets On the day
of the passage of the Emergency Appro-
priation

¬

the Naval Attache at London was
authorized to negotiate for the pmchase of
two cruisers then building iu England for
the Brazilian Government the Amazonas
and the Almirante Abreu This purchaso
was successfully concluded and the United
States flag was hoisted March 18 on board
the Amazonas icnamed the New Orleans
which soon afterwards became an efficient
paTt of our naval war fleet The Almirante
Abreu since then named the Albany was
far fiom completion but one vessel could
not be bought without the purchase of
both An officer was sent to Europe with
instructions to negotiate for other vessels
but made no pui chases The Naval
Attache at BeVIin purchased at Elbing
Germany a torpedo boat which was re-
named

¬

the Soiners Unfavorable weather
and other causes prevented her prompt de-
parture

¬

for the United States and when
war was declared she was in an English
port where she remained The cruiser
Diogenes was purchased from the Thames
Iroi Works on April 2 1898 and there
placed iu commission as the Topeka The
Nictheioy afterwaids renamed the Buf-
falo was purchased at Bio Janeiro and the
Manly a very small torpedo boat was pur-
chased

¬

in Europe
The statement of the armed vessels

actually bought affoids but a meager idea
of the number of vessels the purchase of
which was under consideration from time
to time and for some of which extensive
negotiations were carried on Of those
really desirable few could be obtained
and great care was necessary to avoid
burdening our navy list with a number
of obsolete craft for many of which ex-
orbitant

¬

prices were asked A number of
colliers were purchased abroad as it was
not practicable to obtain enough suitable
vessels for this purpose in the United
States and they proved of great valuo
during the war

THE STRACETIC HOARD

A Naval War Board was established
early in March and continued in session
at the Department throughout the war Its
services were of great value although
there was at first an inclination in the
public mind to carp at such a board nnd
to make it the easy target of criticism but
no institution was ever more thoroughly
vindicated The time of the Secretary of
the Navy like that of every other Cabinet
officer is so much taken up with inter-
views

¬

and routine work that it was a
great relief to mo to refer questions re-
lating

¬

to naval movements to this board
which in tho quiet of its room aided by
maps and charts and constant telegraphic
communication was able to give profes-
sional

¬

and undivided consideration to
every problem that arose Its duty was to
consider and outline the strategical policy
of the Department Under it were pre ¬

pared for the consideration and signature
of the Secretary orders bearing upon this
policy and to it weic referred all informa-
tion

¬

received of the movements of the
Spanish naval forces and everj thing bear-
ing

¬

upon the operations of tho war Its
permanent members were Rear Admiral
Montgomery Sicard U S N Capt A T
Mahan U S N retired and Capt A S
Crowninshicld U S N Admiral Sicard
a man of long and copious naval experi ¬

ence and of the most painstaking delibera-
tion

¬

Capt Mahan the famous naval author
quick earnest and competent and Capt
Crowninshield through whom all orders to
ships in commission are issued and who was
In direct tonch with the personnel of tho
Navy as Chief of tho Bureau of Naviga-
tion

¬

In the meantime the Columbia and
Minneapolis in reserve had been ordered
to prepare for service The Biooklyn had

been ordered to proceed from La Guayra
to Hampton Beads in contemplation of
the Flying Squadrou The Commanders-in-Chie- f

of Stations had been ordered to
husband ammunition and to keep their
vessels filled with the best coal obtain
able

The Helena nnd Bancroft had been
ordered to the United States and
the Commander-in-Chie- f of the Emopean
station had been ordered to attach
tln New Orleans to his command
and proceed home The Oregon
had been ordered from Bremerton Wash-
ington

¬

to San Francisco with a view to
bringing her around to augment the At-

lantic
¬

fleet and the Cincinnati Castine
nnd Wilmington had been ordered to pro-

ceed
¬

from Para Brazil to Port Antonio
Jamaica

The report of the Maine Court of In-
quiry

¬

was received at the Department on
March 24 Lieutenant Commander Marix
btoiicht it into my office about 10 oclock
in the morning and after leading the find
ings of the Court 1 went with mm to the
White House where they were read by
him to the President and I lecill that
both the President and myself were much
struck with their bievity This report was
forwarded to Congress on March 28 with
a special mcss ige

Congiess having passed an act authoriz ¬

ing the appointment of officers in the Navy
nnd Marine Corps in such numbers as
might be lequiicd to spr for tho period
of the emergency cuitid by war with
Spain the Department aplointed boaidsto
conduct the examination of applicants As
a result Soli ofliceis were commissioned foi
temporal y sen ice

On March 3 the Navy Yards at Brook
Ijn Boston and League Island were in
stiucted to enlist teamen firemen and
petty olhceis for general service and the
enlisted force was steadilv increased as ves
sels became available for service until
on Aug 15 the date on which it reached
its maximum tiiere were 21123 enlisted
men in the service

The purchase of auxiliary ships under
the efficient direction tirst of Assistant
Secietaiy Roosevelt and then of his suc
cessor Mr Allen went on as rapidly as
possible As fast as puichased they were
sent to the Navy lauls and to certain
piivate establishments for such changes
as weie necc saiy for their use by the
Navy The old monitors which had been
laid up iu reserve were placed in com
mission and weie provided with crews
fiom the Naval Militia of the States and
stationed at important ports along the
coast A sjstem of coast defense and
cou t signal seivice was devised and was
ready to be put in operation upon the out-
break

¬

of hostilities v
The total ships addedto the Navy

numbered 12S The maximum fighting
foico separated into classes was as fol-
lows

¬

Battleships first class 4
Battleship second class 1
Aimored cruiscis 2
Coast defense monitors G

Anno cri ram 1

Protected cruiseis 12
Unprotected cruisers 3
Gunboats 18
Dvnamitc cruiser 1
Torpedo boats 11
Vessels of old Navy including moni-

tors
¬

14
Auxiliary navy

Auxiliary cruisers 11
Converted j achts 2S
Revenue cuttcis 15
Light house tenders 4
Converted tugs 27
Converted colliers 19
Miscellaneous 19

On April 20 Congress passed the reso-
lution

¬

directing the President to intervene
in Cuba In order to understand the situa-
tion

¬

of the Navy on this date let us recnll
that the Noitli Atlantic Squadion under
command of Capt W T Sampson U S
N was iu thr vicinity of Key West The
Oiegon had i cached Atlantic waters on her
way to join the North Atlantic Squadron
the North Patrol Squadion for the pro-
tection

¬

of the Atlantic coast between the
capes of tho Delaware and Bar Harbor
had been organized under command of
Commodore J A Howell U S N the
Fljing Squadion under command of Com
modoic W S Schley U S N had been
assembled at Hampton Roads the Asiatic
Squadron under command of Commodore
Geoige Dewey was at Hong Kong China
and the Pacific Squadron under Admiral
Miller was at different points on the
Pacific coast

ORDERS TO DEWEY

Commodore Dewey having carried out
his orders to retain tho men whose en-
listments

¬

were about to expire to ptoceed
to Hong Kong China with the squndicn
under his command and keepliis fleet full
of the best coal obtainable to retain the
Oljmpia to purchase two supply vessels
and to arm and man them and having
been reinforced by the Baltimore and re¬

ceived full instructions outlining his duties
was ready for the outbreak of hostilities
The following dispatch was sent to him

Washington April 24 1893
Dewey Hong Kong

War has commenced between the
United States and Spain Proceed at once
to the Philippine Islands Commence
operations at once particularly against the
Spanish fleet You must capture vessels
or destroy Use utmost endeavors

LONG

Upon the request of tho Governor of
Hong Kong Commodore Tewey left that
place on April 25 and pncecded to Mirs
Bay China where the arrival of the
United States Consul from Manila was
awaited The squadron sailed on April
27 and arrived at Manila on the morning
of May 1 The brilliant action of the
squadron in passing tho mines nnd forts
at the entrance of the harbor and in en ¬

gaging and dcstioving the Spanish fleet
under Admiral Montojo is without paral-
lel

¬

in naval history
News or this great victory was first re

ceived thiough the public press via Ma-
drid

¬

The official dispatch -- rent by the
McCulIoch to Hong Kong and transmitted
from that place was not received at the
Department until May 7 It was dated
Manila May 1 and being of somo length
was received in piece meal The fact of
its nrrivnl at once became known and
many correspondents and others had gath ¬

ered in the big reception room of the De
partment eagerly awaiting itsitrauslation

Tho news was received with the great
est enthusiasm It nnnoncccil the com ¬

plete destruction of the Spanish fleet w ith
out injury to our squadron and without
the loss of a single man Another dis
patch received from Commodore Dewey
on the same day dated Cavite May 4
announced that he had taken possession
of the naval station at Cavite and de ¬

stroyed its fortifications thrft he controlled
the bay completely and that he could take
the city at any time The gratification
of the Department at the receipt of this
news it is difficult to state Aside from
the moral effect of the victory coming al-

most
¬

immediately upon tho outbreak of
hostilities and the inspiriting influence it
had on tho personnel of the entire naval
service it relieved tho Pacific consfc from
all danger of attack and all shipping in
the Pacific ocean from fear of captme
An immense saving to the country was
effected by the decrease in marine insur¬

ance rates which followed in consequence
The force under Commodore Dew- -

ev consisted - of the Olympia flag ¬

ship Baltimore Raleigh Petrel Con- -

ContlnMd on second pace
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With the WESTERN

Ey GEN GREEN B RAUAL

Copyrlchted 1M1 Viy the Dubllshers ot Tnc National Tiubexe
HOODS MARCH TO NASHVILLE

He Hoped to eaten Thomas at a Disadvan ¬

tage and Crush Him Before He Could Get
Reinforcements
On Nov 12 1S04 when tfce raiiroad

and telegraph lines were broken between
Maj Gen W T Sherman at Cartcrsv ille
Gn and Maj Gen George II Thomas at
Nashville Tcnn the command of the
Military Division of tiic Mississippi de ¬

volved upon Gen Thomas He was now
commander of all the troops in the three
great Departments the Tennessee the

Cumberland and the Ohio together
with all the National troops stationed
therein

There were numerous garrisons In Ken ¬

tucky Tennessee Alab una and Missis ¬

sippi holding important cities and towns
and girirdiiig lines of railroads and rivers
These aggregated a large foree hut no
considerable number of these troops were
available lor an active campaign in the
field without suriendeiing the territory
they occupied The military situatics on
the date named was as follows

MILITARY SITUATION IN OVEMnnR 1SG4

Gen Sherman with Fourteenth Fif-
teenth

¬

Seventeenth and Twentieth Corps
and Kilpatrieks Division of cavalry num-
bering

¬

in all 5000 men was assembling
his troips at Atlanta from which place on
the 15th the stmt was made on his great
expedition to Savannah

en Hood commanding a large Con-
federate

¬

army was at Florence Ala He
had time corps commanded respectively
by Gens Stephen D Lee Alexander I
Stewart and Benjamin F Cheatham and
a cavalry corps when assembled of 10
000 men commanded by Gen N B For-
rest

¬

Gen Lee with his corps was encamp ¬

ed on the north side of the Tennessee
River in front of Florence while Gens
Stewart and Cheatham with tiieir corps
were encamped on the south side of the
river near Tiiscumbia

For active duty present in the field Gen
1 nomas had the Fourth Corps command ¬

ed by Maj Gen David Starley the Twenty-th-

ird Corps commanded by Maj Gen
John M Scrioficld and a portion of Wil-
sons

¬

Cavalry Corps one division com ¬

manded by Brig Gen Edward Hatch one
hrigade commanded by Brig Gen John T
Croxton and one brigade commanded by
Col Horace Capron numlwring 1SO0O in-

fantry
¬

and 5000 cavalry being about one
half the force Gen Hood had present for
duty

But Gen Hood felt as did Gen
Thomas tint it was necessary for him to
play a waiting game neither felt himself
prepared and ready for this great struggle
which was impending

Early in November Gen Hood with his
three corps in hand at Tuscumbia and
Florence knew that ho was superior in
numbers to Gen Thomas and that it
would be to his advantage to make a
prompt attack but he was short of rations
and clothing and was soon to be rein
forced by the arrival of the balance of
Gen Forrests cavalry Gen Hood was
impatient to move but felt himself forced
to wait

On the other hand Gen Thomas knew
that he was inferior in numbers to Gen
Hood nnd was consequently apprehensive
that his antagonist would avail himself
of this advantage Iiefore he could concen-
trate

¬

his forces His plan was to keep a
close watch upon the movements of the
Confederate army and if Gen Hood
started north to delay his movements as
much as possible

GEN SCIIOIIELD ASSUMES COMMVND AT
PULASKI

Gen Schofield reached Pulaski Nor 13
and assumed command of all the forces
iu the neighborhood the next day He
found the Fourth Corps at Pulaski thor-
oughly

¬

intrenched and prepared to stand
a siege

Gen Schofield stationed the Third Divi-
sion

¬

of his corps Brig Gen Jacob D
Cox commanding three miles north of
Pulaski and stationed Col Silas A

Strickland with his brigade at Columbia
30 miles north of Pulaski

Gen and Gen Croxton with
their cavalry were stationed in front of
Pulaski while Col Capron with his bri-
gade

¬

was stationed first at Wajnesboro
and later near Mount Pleasant some 20
miles southwest of Columbia

Col Capron while at Waynesboro
scouted the country in his front to-

ward
¬

Florence Eastport and West Point
while Gen Croxton some distance to the
left scouted toward Florence and guarded
some 15 or 20 miles of the Tennessee
River

ACTIVITY Or THE UNION CAVALRY

When Gen Hatch arrived assumed
command of the cavalry and entered upon
an active conflict with the Confederate
cavalry in his front He had almost
skirmishes with the enemy By his ac
tivity and constant presence lie forced

voi
s

TRYING TO OVERWHELM THOMAS

this stream practically became tho line
dividing the contending forces The
pickets stationed along the creek were
usually iu speaking distance of each other

Gen Croxton on the left of Hatchs
line still guarded a long stretch of the
river

Col Capron was now stationed in front
of Mount Pleasant This cavalry force
kept a close watch upon every movement
of the Confederate forces nothing escaped
them Jen Hatch was in constant com¬

munication with Gen Schofield by courier
and the dispatches to this General were
usually duplicated one copy being sent to
Gen Thomas at Nashville by telegraph

Hcivj cold rains set in early in Novem-
ber

¬

making the roads almost impassable
In transferring his division to this field

of operations Gen Hatch had left his
wagon train behind He had no wagons
whatever for the transportation of sup-
plies

¬

He had a pack train for his am-
munition

¬

There w ere no tents in his com-
mand

¬

officers nnd men alike were con-
stantly

¬

exposed to the inclemencies of the
weather For rations they depended on
the country and an insufficient supply sent
out from the railroad For forage Gen
Hatchs force and the Confederate cav ¬

alry as well were to rely upon the
country

The unfortunate farmers of tlfs region
were between the upper and lower mill
stone and were sorely afflicted with the
hardships of war

Gen Schofield with his entire force of
infantiy and cavalry maintained a defen
sive attitude leaving en Hood to take
the initiative The Unifr forces were
however constantly kept in a state of
readiness to march upon the shortest
notice to meet any movement that might
be made by the

Gen Schofield did not have long to wait
upon the movements of Gen Hood By
Nov 15 Cheathams Corps had crossed the
Tennessee River and after marching
through Florence to the inspiring strains
of martial music went into camp some
distance in front of that town Nothing
now remained to be done for the opening
of the campaign but the arrival of Gen
Forrest and the crossing of the Tennessee
River by Stewarts Corps

GEN HOOD OIENS HIS CAMPAIGN

On Nov 19 1SG4 Gen Hood began
crossing the Tennessee River at Florence
with Stewarts Corps -

On the 21st Gen Forrest with addi-
tional

¬

cavalry arrived and assumed com-
mand

¬

of the entire cavalry force now con-
sisting

¬

of three divisions
The great offensive campaign now open-

ed
¬

The Confederate army moved out in
three columns Gen Cheatham with his
corps on the left marched on the road to
Waynesboro Gens Lee and Stewart with
their corps marched on parallel roads far
ther to the east

Gen Forrest leading Chalmerss Divi¬

sion was in the advance directing his
march through West Point Kelljs Forge
Henrv ville and Mount Pleasant while
Gens Buford and Jackson with their
divisions of cavalry moved the old
militari- - road toward Law renceburg cov-
ering

¬

the right of Hoods army
Winter had actually set in This move-

ment
¬

was begun in the midst of a snow
storm which continued for two days but
disregarding the wintry blast and the bad
roads the various columns moved steadilj
forward

HOODS ARMT OF VETERANS

This was an army of veterans It can
be safely said that the Confederate au-

thorities
¬

never brought a moro effective
force of the same number of men into the
field

It was commanded by Gen John B
Hood recognized as one of the most in-

trepid
¬

leaders in the Confederate army
His corps commanders were Lieut Gen
Stephen D Lee Lieut Gen Alexander H
Stewart Maj Gen Benjamin F Cheat-
ham

¬

and Maj Gen Nathan B Forrest
Gen Lee had as his division comman-

ders
¬

Maj Gen Carter L Stevenson Maj
Gen Edward Johnson and Maj Gen

h o 71r
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Hatch

daily

he

daily

forced

enemy

up

Henry D Clayton and as brigade com-

manders
¬

Col Elihu P Watson Brig Gen
Edmund W Petty Col Jos B Palmer
Brig Gen Zach C Dear Brig Gen
Arthur M Manigault Brig Gen Jacob
II Sharp Brig Gen Marcellus A Stovall
Brig Gen Randall L Gibson and Brig
Gen James T Holtzclavv

Gen Stewart had as his division com-
manders

¬

Maj Gen William W Loring
Maj Gen Samuel G Fiench nnd Maj
Gen Edward C Walthall and as brigade
commanders Brig Gen Winfield S
Featherston Brig Gen John Adams
Brig Gen Thomas M Scott Brig Gen
Francis M Cockrell Col William W
Withei spoon Col Julius A Andrews
Urig Gen Gcorgo D Johnson Brig Gen
Charles M Shelley and Brig Gen Daniel
H Reynolds

Gen Cheatham had as division com-

manders
¬

Mai Gen Patrick It CIcbourne
Maj Gen William B Bate and Maj- -

tho rebel cavalry west of Shoal Creek and Gen John Gt Brown and as brigade com J
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mandcrs Brig Gen James A Smith
Brig Gen Mark P Lovvry Brig Gen
Daniel C Govan Brig Gen Hiram B
Granbury Brig Gen Thomas B Smith
Col Robert Bullock Brig Gen Henry R
Jackson Brig Gen States R Gist Brig
Gen John C Carter Brig Gen Otto F
Strahl and Brig Gen George W Gordon

Gen Forrest had as division comman-
ders

¬

Brig Gen Abraham Buford Brig
Gen William II Jackson and Brig Gen
James R Chalmers and ns brigade com ¬

manders Col Tjrce II Bell Brig Gen
IIj Ian B Lyon Col Edmund W Rucker
and Col Robert McCulIoch

Included in Gen Hoods force wera
3000 artillervmen with 121 guns

To cover the movement of assembling
his army on the north side of the Ten-
nessee

¬

River on Nov 19 Gen Hood
caused Jacksons Divi ion of cavalry to
make a demonstration along the west bank
of Shoal Creek and to march up that
stream
COL COONS KECONNOISSANCE DEVELOPS

THE ENEMYS MOVEMENTS

Gen Hatch followed on the cast bank
and sent Col Coon across with the Sec¬

ond Brigade to engage the enemy A
spirited fight ensued Col Coon captured
some prisoners and wagons and discover ¬

ing the movement of Confederate infantry
in his front withdrew to the east side of
the creek

Gen Hatch now became satisfied that
Gen Hood had commenced to move hi3
army north Gen Hatch sent the fol-
lowing

¬

message to Pulaski which was for¬

warded by telegraph and a copy deliver ¬

ed to Gen Schofield
Headquarters Fifth Cavalry Division

Lexington Ro id near Military Road
At Watkins House i

Nov 19 1S04 S p m
Maj Gen Thomas Nashville My

brigade on the right struck Forrests col-
umn

¬

about 12 oclock to day moving on tho
Butler Creek road toward Lavvrenceburg
The Butler Creek road is parallel with

the Wajnesboro and Florence road on the
west side of Shoal Creek The brigade
first struck Bufords Division and whip ¬

ped him About 3 oclock Forrest camo
up with more of his command and our
men were obliged to fall back to the east
side of Shoal Creek

Buford had four regiments of mounted
infantry in his division Two prisoners
from Bufords escort say the whole of
Forrests command is moving its divisions
on different roads As they have not come
out on my left the command I believe is
moving by the way of Waynesboro and
is going to strike the railroad about Duck
River The infantry of the enemy did not
move to day and can not the roads are
in the verj worst condition Forrest has
iu his command Jacksons Bufords Chal-
merss

¬

and Roddejs Divisions 2500 to
a division is not a large estimate probably
has three batteries with him perhaps all
four gun batteries Of this however I
am not sure

Very truly your obedient servant
Edward ILvtch Brigadier General

On the morning of the 20th Gen Hatch
continued his movement north having de¬

cided to concentrate his forces at Lexing¬

ton a small town three miles south of tho
Tennessee line Before reaching Lexing-
ton

¬

he sent the following dispatch to Gen
Thomas and Gen Schofield

Five Miles West of Lexington
Nov 20 18C4

Maj Gep Thomas The enemys in-

fantry
¬

was advanced this morning on tho
Butler Creek road 14 miles from Flor
ence moving bj the right flank toward tho
military road which will oblige me to con-

centrate
¬

at Lexington I have ordered
Gen Croxton to concentrate at Lexington
leaving a small force to watch the cross-
ings

¬

of the Huntsville road and Lexing ¬

ton and Florence roads I am undecided
as to the line of march but believe tho
enemys infantry will move to Lavvrence-
burg

¬

and his cavalry on his left flank
meaning to cut the road between Pulaski
and Nashville

Edward HATcn Brigadier General

These movements of the Confederate
cavalry seemed to indicate quite clearly
that the main column of Hoods army
would not strike at Pulaski but would
probably undertake to reach the railroad
north of that place

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GEN SCIIO

FIELD AND GEN THOMAS

This was the conclusion of Gen Scho-
field

¬

on Nov 20 as w ill be seen from thia
dispatch

Pulaski Tenn Nov 20 1SC4 2 p m
Maj Gen Thomas Nashville Tenn

After full consideration I am of the
opinion that this is not the best position
for the main body of our troops at least
so long as we are inferior in strength to
the enemy If Hood advances whether
his design be to strike this place or Co-

lumbia
¬

he must move via Lavvrenceburg
on account of the difficulty of crossing
Shoal Creek Under cover of his cavalry
he can probably reach Lavvrenceburg with-
out

¬

our knowledge and move his forces a
days march from that point toward Co-

lumbia
¬

before we could learn his designs
and thus reach that point ahead of us or
lie might move upon this place and wbilo
demonstrating against it throw his force
out the pike north of us and thus cut us
off from Columbia and from our reinforce-
ments

¬

Ljnuville would be free from
these objections as a point of concentra-
tion

¬

for our forces On the other hand
a force at this point covers the Nashville
and Chattanooga Railroad to the best ad ¬

vantage but a brigade in the inclosed
woiks at this place could hold out against
any force until relieved while the main
force at Lynnville would be sure of con-
centrating

¬

with the troops still in rear I
respectfully submit these views for jour
consideration

J M ScuoriELD Major Gcneral
To this dispatch Gen Thomas sent the

follow ing replj
Nashville Nov 20 1S04 10 p m

Maj Gen Schofield Pulaski
Your dispatch of 2 p m this day jnst

leceived two other dispatches of today
were received previous to this one

Do jou mean that one brigade in tho
intrenchments at Pulaski could hold out
a week The reason I ask is Gen Smith
cannot get here before next Friday If
one brigade can hold the fortifications for
a week or 10 days jou are authorized to
leave a brigade or division there and con-

centrate
¬

the rest of jour force at Ljnn
ville preparatory to support Hatch or
fall back on Columbia whichever may
be necessary Part of Rugers troops will
start for Columbia to night the remainder
at 2 oclock to morrow and the Railroad
Superintendent says he will have them at
Columbia by to morrow night The very
moment Smiths troops arrive I will start
them to Columbia In any event all sur-
plus

¬

transportation should be sent to Co-

lumbia
¬

I have just received Gen
Hatchs of this p m and it seems from
it that Hood is advancing His move ¬

ments will indicate to you what disposi-
tion

¬

jou should make whether to concen-
trate

¬

at Columbia or remain at Lynnville
If Hoods entire army should advance
jou must use jour own discretion as to
holding the fortifications at Pulaski or
withdrawing tho troops

Gfouge n Thomas
Major General U S Volunteers Com-

manding
¬

Gen Schofield sent the following replfl
to tha above dispatch

Pulaski Nov 20 1SG4 11 p m
Maj Gen Thomas Nashville

Your dispatch is received If Hood a


