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CONQUEST OF PUERTO RICO.
Gen. Miles's Brilllant Campalgn on the
Island. -

BY CAPT. HENRY W, WHITKEY, U. 8 A,
Asigtant Adjutant-General.

“Thuring s cam palgn, whateveris not profonndly con-
shdered in all its deinil s without result. Every enter-
price should be conducted according to a system; el
alone can pover bring suceess."—N AFULEON,

UERTORICO
was a =trong
base of sup-
plies for the
Spaniards in
Cunba, and as it was
known that the
rainy season did not
begin until late in
Angnst, it seems to
have been the plan
of the Major-Gen-
era]l Commanding to
strike the first real
blow there, making
it a secondary base
of onerations
against Cuba later
in the Fall. But
the presence of Cer-
vera's fleet changed
the plan, when the Navy asked for the
army’s assistance at Santingo. When this
bugnboo of the seas had been so brillinntly
disposed of, and Gen. Miles had taken
reinforcements to Shafter’s army and with
them the prestize of a “Master of Vie-
tory,” he hurried to Guantanamo to ns-
semble his Puerto Rtican expedition.

Every contingeney that might arise had
been forescen, and on the 1.°th of July
requigition by cable was made for a train
of 800 pack mmules complete, 400 freight
travois with saddles, an abundant supply
of medical stores, hospital supplies. am-
bulances and tentage, dock construction
corps with laborers, steam tugs and light-
ers, and $100,000 for hire of native traus-
portation and purchase of horses. All in-
fantry was {o be snpplied with smokeless-
powder arms, and there was to Le sent a
full allowance of transportation for all
commands,

Several days were spent waiting for the
necessary naval convoy; finally, on the
21st of July, the fleet set zail, composed of

_ the following vessels: ‘Transports Lam-
pasas, Nueces, City of Macun, Comanche,
Unionist, Specialist, ita and Stillwater,
togetlier with the ecruiser Colnmbia and
converted -eruiser Yale, with a grand total
of 3554 fighting men. The convoying
siquadron was composed of the U. 8, bat-
tleship Massachusetts, the U. 8. converted
yacht Gloucester, and the U. 8, converted
yacht Dixie. The cruiser Columbia, and
auxiliary cruicer Yale, bhoaving troops
aboard, are mot properly econsidered part
ef the convoy.

When the
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was definitely decided upon, a temporary
landing on Vieques, or Crab Island, about
13 miles east of the main island, was eon-
gidered. This could be effected without
upposition, hospitals  established, the
troops from Cnba recuperated and a land-
ing made, when the proper time eame, at
any desired point on the main island. But
after the fever had broken out, it was not
deemed s=afe to take any of the Cuban
troops. Besides, Santingo had fallen, and
it was important to selze Puerto Rico and
make secure some of the subsiantial fruits
of victory, before the enemy, seeing the
hopelessness of the struggle, sned for
peace. So, on-the representation of naval
officers who had cruised along the eastern
const, Point Fajado, on the northeast
coast, was solected, and on the 16th of
July Gen. Miles cabled that reinforce-
ments on transports comlng from the
United Statss be directed {o proceed to
that point.

When, on leaving the Windward Pas-
sage, the bows of the ships turned east-
ward on their hazardons mission, the Gen-
eral Commanding hnd with him very lit-
tle more means for disembarking on a
strange and hostile shore than did Colum-
bus when he eailed westward on adjoin-
ing seas some four centuries before. The
fleet moved slowly, expecting to be over-
taken by or fall in with transports bring-
ing reinforcements and applinnces for
landing quickly. Finally the northern end
of Monn Psssage was reached, but no
looked-for ships appeared. ‘The problem
now hecame a serions one for the Gen-
eral Commanding. who had but 3,554 un-
skilled troops with which to land in the
face of between 8,000 and 9,000 Spanish
regulars and more than that many armed
volunteers, the majority of whom conld
concentrate at any point on the coast in
from four to five days. The wuters abougt
Point Fajado, the selected landing place,
might be used as a rendezvous for the nq-
val vessels in fzir weather, but is nothing
of a harbor at which to land troops and
munitionsof warwithent the means at hand
for disembarking, and with no prospect of
securing any on arrival. As the landing

lace had been well advertised in our own
ress, the Simui:u commander evidently
new of our intention and would bring ar-
tillery from the Capital, some 35 ta 40
miles away, over passable roads, and in-
trench on the hills commanding the beach,
This, it was lcarned afterward, had in o
measure been doue, when a naval vessel
touching at this point brought away some
Puerto Rican refugees. So common pru-
dence as well as one of the first principles
of strategy demanded that the Ianding be
made elsewhere in an unexpected quarter.

Carr. Hexny W, Wit

xEy, U, 5 A,

FINDING A NEW LANDING PLACE.

An officer on the staff of the Major-
Genernl Commanding had made, in May,
a bhasty reconmoissance of the southern
portion of the island, and had gathered im-

rtant infcrmation about the harbors on
hat coast and noted the number and
location of ihe native lighters, means for
defense, ete. It was known that on the
ronth coast Guanica was the best harbor
of which there was a ehart, and it was
reported to be unmined and undefended,
It opencd into the most disaffected dis-
triet of the island. Four miles from its
bead, at Yauco, is the terminus of a rail-
road, 15 miles long, Jeading to Ponce. The
town of Ponce could be taken easily, be-
Ing practically undefended, because the
troaps had been withdrawn to oppose our
projected mdvance from the cast. Ponce
once occupied, we would have the largest
town on the island, the end of a cable.
and the terminns of the fine military road
leading to the Capital.

The General's mind was soan mide up,
and he signalled to the Admiral of the
fleet (Capt. Higginson) his desire to
 change the objective. As fast as the sig-
18l flag could spell out the words, came
ck the message of the naval commangd-
. with hearty co-operation, “All right;
naniea it is.” and the ships were
plomptly beaded south by southwest into

the Mona Passage, a vessel being dis-
patched to Cape San Juan to redirect
any transports that should arrive there.
With all lights out and absolute quiet
aboard, the fleet erept through the passage,
close to the ghore, aud arrived off Guanica
harbor on the morning of July 25. The
Gloncester (Commander Wainwright) was
sent forward to reconnoiter. She made her

nance | Way slowly at first, zigzagging her course

back and forth ncross the mouth of the
harbor, feeling for possible mines or tor-
pedoes, more mindful, apparently, of the
zafety of the transports to follow than of
her own. When sure that the way was

unohstructed, she struck straight in, fol-
Spanish

lowed closely by the transports,

of the Playa without opposition. Seventy
lighters and several schooners that were
in the harbor were seized by the navy
and declared prizes of war. On suspen:
sion of hostilities the Jighters were tqr_uml
over to the army for proper disposition,
when it was found that they were the
property of private citizens.

GEN. MILES LANDS.

On the morning of July 28, Gen. Miles,
accompanied by his staff, landed, ffll'l!mﬂ_\'
took possession aud raised the National
colors and the headquarters flag over the
Custom Honse. Maj.-Gen, Jas. H. Wil
son, who had arrived at Guanica with his
command on the 27th, was sent forward
to ocenpy the city of Ponce, two miles in-
land from the port. The Spanish troops,
numbering about 500, retreated on our ap-
proach, leaving arms and ammunition in
store-houses and barracks. Before retir-
ing they endeavored to destroy the rail-
road property at the station, planting
mines along the route to Yauco, setting
fire to the rolling stock, breaking down the
telograph lines and destroying the cable
instruments.  The railroad, under the
eniergetic supervision of Brig-Gen. Roy
Stone, was soon put in ronning  or-
der,- and the telegraph lines  were
promptly repaired by the Siznal Corps,
under  the immediate supervision of
Lient.-Col, Sam Reber. New eable instro-
ments were procured by Col. Jumes Allen,

OX THE SAN JUAN

Thils In a chameteristic country seene on the highway hetween Panee and San Juan, the mad over which
Gen, Milex's tmops moved. The moanted man s a mall carrler, and his donkey s rigged up bn sed-Spanish

d leathier ntion,

styhe, with bells and slash

troops to the number of abont 250 were
oceapying the village, but retreated when
a few shells from the Gloncester were
thrown about them., The marines, two
companies of the provisional engineer hat-
talion and several companies of infantry
wére put ashore in ship's boats, a skir-
mish line was formed and shortly after-
ward outposts established. Brig.-Gen. Gil-
more, who was the first genernl officer to
land, superintended the disembarkation.
Upon opening fire the inhahitants, terror-
stricken, fled from the town to the hills
During the day word was sent to them

TO BETURN TO THEIR HOMES,

which, before night, they did, and were
very demonstrative in their expressions
of joy at the arrival of the Amerieans,
It was the poliecy of the General Com-
manding to make the best impression upon
the natives on the initial landing, know-
ing how rupidly the news of arcival would
travel over the island and the effect his
every acl would have upon future opera-
tions in the interior. The Spaniards had
cansed reporis to be circulated freely
among the ignorant, mninly throngh the
priesthood, that the Ameriean soldiers
wore giant ravishers who, thongh impotent
against Spanish arms, would despoil their
homes and destroy their property. At the
date of invasion, therefore, a large pro-
portion of the illiterate native wement
were in donbt whether to support the ills
they already had or to fly to others that
might be worse. The best protection to
life and property was what they wanted
and what they would fight for. Gen.
Miles showed by his treatment of the in-
habitants that®he complete success of the
expedition depended as much on the eon-
ciliation of them as upon the foree of his
arms.

Our arrival was a complete surprise, as
was afterward learned, the enemy having
no intimation of our proximity.

THE FIRST BATTLE.

On the morning of July 26 Gen. Gar-
retson, with parts of the 6th Mass. and
the Gth I, regiments of his brigade, un-
dertook a  reconnoissance, in foree, to
about three miles beyond Guanien along
the road toward Yauco. He found the
Spanish troops in position on n hill along
a solid angle formed by the intersection
of the north and east slopes,. The enemy
opened fire on the advance guard of his
force from a position on a hill to the west.
The suddenpess and wvolume of the fire
caused n momentary confusion among our
troops, but they were quickiy steadied,
and in a spirited engagement drove the
Spaniards from their position into the
valley beyond. The force of the enemy
engnzed consisted of battalion 25 (“Pa-
trip™) of the Spanish regulars and some
volunteers—in all about GOO to T00 men.
The casualties on the American side were
two officers and two enlisted men slightly
wotunded, The casualties of the enemy
were reported to be one Licutenant and
one Cornet killed, 18 seriously and 32
slightly wounded. On the following day,
July 27, a further reconnoissance estab-
lished the fact that the enemy had re-
trented beyond Yauco. which n part of
Gen. Henry's command promptly occupied.

SBeveral stanch lighters were found in
the harbor, and these, towed by two navy
steam lanches, were of great nssistance
in disembarking the light batteries, am-
wunition and supplies. The Chief Engi-
neer, Lieut.-Col. Rlack, buiit a toon
bridge 260 feet loug, employing the batc
talion of provisional engineers under Maj.
Sackett. On this bridge most of the anj-
mals and stores were unloaded.

As Ponce was our real objective, Gua.
nica being what might be ealled an acci-
dental ene, on account of its harbor, the
Dixie, followed by Capt. Higginson with
the rest of the naval convoy, moved into
the port of Ponce on the evening uf July

ROAD, PUERTO RICA.

at &t. Thomas, Danish West Indics. On
the day, of landing the Mnjor-General
Commatiding published, in Spanish aml
Engzlish, a proclamation to the inhahitants
of Puerto Rico, for which they were anx-
iously loaking. This manifesto had n very
snlutary effcet upon the people. The dig-
nity of its Inogunge and the wisdom of its
assurances as to the future poliey of the
Government will give it the highest rank
Among state papers,

Gen, Wilsan proceeded energetically to
get his command inte shape for a for-
ward movewent and to organize the civil
administration of the ecity and distriet.
Owing to the lack of lanches, which had
bheen foreseen hefore leaving the United
States, but which had not been remedied,
the work of landing troops and supplies
wias serionsly hampered and the ditfienlk
ties wonld have been almost insurmonnt-
able had it not been for the assistance
rendered by the navy in towing lighters
hack and forth from the shore to the
transports,  As it was, the preparations
for an adyanece into the interior were de-
lnyed at least a week longer than would
have been otherwise npecessary.  This
movement was further delayed by the
grounding of two londed transports, the
Massachusetts and Manitoha,

A FONIWARD MOVEMENT.

Gen. SBchwan having joined at Ponce
with his command, July 31, and Gen.
Brooke with his on Aug. 1, gave a total
strength of about 14,000 men. The (Gen-
eral Commanding was now ready to make
his contemplated forwnrd movements, The
friendly attitude of most of the inhabi-
tants, the abundant supply of provisions
in some sections of the country, the ap-
parent healthfuluess of the elimate nud
the ability to hire native transportstion
convineed him that eolumns starting from
Ponce as a lase of operations, moving
first on diverging lives and then converg-
ing finally toward a principal objective,
would meet with success. The columns
were to capture or drive the enemy ont of
the small towns, receive and disarm sueh
volunteers as desired to surrender, and so
conduct their march that the inhabitants
might be made to understand that our
chief ohjeet was to overthrow the armed
authority of Spain; that it was not a war
of dl:\'na!xttion, h-l[ one bringing protection
and security to all within the control of
our military and nayal forces. The eam-
piign was to be conducted along four lines
of operations separated into two groups,
Brooke's and Wilson's commands forcing
one, and Henry's and Schwan's the other
—the former converging toward Aibonite
and the latter toward Arecibo.

HAINS'S BOICADE.

On the 2d and 2d of August the foroes
under Maj.-Gen. Brooke lnnded at Arroyo,
about 40 miles east of Ponce. They con-
sisted of Gen. Peter Hains's Brigade,
made up of the following elements: 3d
I (Col. Bennitt); 4th Ohio (Col. Coit):
4th I’a. (Col. Caxsy; 27th Ind. Light Bat-
tery; Gth Mo. Light Battery A; Pua, Light
Battery B, (with three dynamite guns):
Philadelphia City Troop: Troop H, 6th
. B.'Car.: Co, H, 8th U. 8B.: Detachment
Hospital Corps; Detachment Siznai Corps.
Total, 4,790.

The task. selected for this force was the
movement on Aibonito with the view of
co-operating with Gen. Wilson in the de-
feat and capture of the Spanish, particn-
lnrly those in the vicinity of Cayey, it be-
\ng especially important that the column
should reach this point in time to intercept
the enemy should he abaidon nis position
at Aibonito and retreat along the military
road to SBan Juan.

CAPTURING GUAYAMA,

On the morning of Aug. 5, at 8 a. m.,
Gen. Hains, with the 4th Ohio in ad-
vance and the 3d IIL in reserve, moved on
the town of Guayamn, occupied by aboat

registance and were driven out of the
town and pursned beyond it with n loss
on our side of four enlisted men wounded.
One of the enemy was killed and two
wounded, as far as known.. A few shots
fired from the Sims-Dudley dynamite guns
are reported to have bad a very demoral-
izing effect upon the enemy. By the night
of Ang. 5, the 3d 11). and the 4th Ohio
occupied a strong pogition on the outskirts
of the town. No active movemeut again
ocenrred until the 8th of Atdgust, when a
reconnoissanee along the 'Cayey  main
rondl, “for the purpose of Jeveloping the
enemy's posgition and to elear the way for
theengineerstomap thecountry correctiy,”
was attempted by two companies of the
4th Ohio. They were met with a sharp
fire from the enemy on the hills. Bome
members of Co, C, 4th Olio, fell back to
the town, bringing reports of a repulse.
Iu eonsequence of this, the remaining com-
panies of the regiment were sent forward
to the support of the reconuoitermg party,
when the enemy retired to stronger posi-
tions aml the regiment returned to the
camp with five men wounded and two
overcome by hent. No further aggressive
movemnt was made ontil Avgost 13, Gen,
Brooke being seriously de'ayed by the
grounding of two transpoits on which
were s artillery, cavalry and most of his
rations,  For this dany a general nttack
upon the Spanish positfon wag planned.
The enemy. varionsly esfimated st from
GO0 to 1,500 infantry, had been busily en
gaged, during the eight days he was left
unmaelested, in intrenching himself along
the erests and in the passeés of the hills
north of Guayamn, where Nature had
provided a stronghold chat lent itself most
wldmirably to the genuis of the Spanish en-
gineer. The trenches were eleverly hidden
among baunana trees and palms, and dis-
posed along not less than five miles of the
divides of tlie Sierra de Jajome, the Corro
de las Palmas and the Atlas de Guamani,
in the form of an are convex toward the
front, with advanced works on the sharp
spurs jutting oat from the main divide.
The Spanish center ocenpied the Guumani
'ass, 2,100 feet above the sea level,
throngh which the military road to Cayey
eads.  Their right rested on a spur of
the Sierra de Jajome range, 2400 feeq
Bigh, The left, on the Atlas de Guamani,
wae 400 feet higher. The trenches and
harricades eovered about four miles of
the main voad sonth of the pass and every
important teadl along which the position
wight be fAanked. Brooke's general plan
of action was an artillery axsanlt npon
the Spanish center, which was to begin
when Gen, Hains, with the 4th Ohio, hiad
exectted a flank movement ngninst the
enemy’s right on the erest of the Sierrn de
Jajome, At the moment when the order
suspending hostilit'es was received the ar-
tillery was unmasked hefore the Spanish
trenches at a bead in the road about three
miles above Guaynma, and was about to
open fire. The flanking sotumn had pro-
covedid abont eight and a aalf miles on
the old Cayey trmail, which passes through
the vitlage of Carmen. four miles south of
the Jajome range, The greater part of
this mareh, although over a rangh monn-
tain trail, was accomplished in n remark-
ably short time, considering the heat, yet
withont 4 single straggler.  In the lighs
of what i now known of the strength of
the Spanish pesition it wopld seem that
our troops had a very wano day’s work
bofore them. Gen. Brooke waps “satisfied,
however, that Yt for the reseipt of tele-
grant from Hewdgasrters o F (e Arsay
the entire Bpanish force wovia Love been
captured.”

GEN. WILSON'E COMMAND,

As rapidly as Gen, Wilson's command
was disembarked at Pouee it wng pushed
forward along the militnry road lading to
San Juan, the troops fingily comprising

Gen, Oswald Ernst, ecommmanding Bri-
gnde; 2d Wis, (Col. Born}, 3d Wis, (Col.
Muoore), 16th Pa, (Col, Tulings), Battalion
of Light Artillery (Maj. Lapcaster), con-
gisting of Light Battery F, %1 Art.
(ottst, Light Battery B, 34 Art. (Ander-
=on), 4th Art., detachment with two dyoa-
mite guns and one Gatling gun (Buckeye);
alse Troop C. N. Y. Cav. (Clayton), 5th
Co. T, B. Vol. Signal Ceorps, Hospital
Detachment. Total, 3,417.

On the evening of the Tth of Augnst,
Wilson's outposts oceupied a line across
n narrow villey about seven and a ha'f
miles beyond the village of Juapa Diaz,
controlling the valley of the Descalnbrado
River. FEnergetic reeonnoissance and re-
ports of spies and deserters disclosed the
fact thnt the enemy had gathered a force
of about 2700 regulare and volunteers at
Aibonito, 35 milex from I"once, a village
situnted in a pocket near the summit of
the main divide, in a position of great nat-
ural strength overlooking and commanding
at every turn the winding military romd
leading to it. Coamo. an advanced posi-
tion held by not less than 230 of the en-
emy, was in the way of a movement
against Aibonito snd, as jt eould not be
taken by direct attack withont great
loss, Wilson decided to turn it by the en-
emy’s right, On the eveninz of the Sth,
lie sent thel6th I'a. by exceedingly difficult
mountnin eross trils over the divide into
the valley of the Conmo River, so ns to
reach the main road from g half-mile to a
mile in the rear of the town., Meanwhile,
at 6 n. nm. on the morning of the Hth,
Gen. Ernst, with the main body of his
brizade, moved forward and began theé di
rect attnek aganinst the town, four Enns
of Capt. Anderson’s hattery having shelled
and destroyed the block-house cqgmmand.
ing the forks of the road about a mile
and a half sonthwest of Coprno. The en
tire movement wns executed substantinlly
as planped. The 16th Pa,, dnder the gnidd-
ance of a siaff officer who had digeavered
the mountain ronte, reached the road be-
yvoud the town and engagsl the enemy,
who hegan retreating at the opening of the
direct attack, The affair la-ted about an
hour and was terminated by

THE EURBENDER OF TIIE SPANISIT FORCES.

The brunt of the act'on fell upon the
16th Pa,, which lost seven men wonnded,
The Spanish lost two ofticers and 14 men
killed and wounded, whileseven officers and
163 men surrendered. Theenemy wastaken
completely pback by the brilliant turning
movénient of the Pennsylvania men, most
of whom, brought up amoeng the mountains
of their own State, took ns naturally to
hill elimbing as did Lord Rabert's regi-
ment of Goorkas in India during his ad-
vance upon Cabul.  Those ot the enemy
who were not cut off were pursued by the
cavalry abont five and a half miles beyond
Coamo, where the advance was stopped hy
fire from the enemy’s batteries oa the
summit of Asomante Hill and. El Penyon,
sitnated two nnd a half nules northwest
of the town of Aibonito. O the slopes be-
low the batteries were the infantry in-
trenchments,” which  completely  swept
with a plunging fire the swin road for
severnl miles.  The positich was practi-
cally impregnable against a direct assault
and Wilson decided anfter a careful re-
connoissance of all approaghes. to turn it
by a movement around theé right as at
Coamo, moving the main body of the bri-
gnde to Barranquitas, and theace to Aibo-
nito, via Honduras, or to Cayey, via Co-
merfo and Cidm, leawing a battalion as n,
containing force In front of the position,
To divert the enemy’s attention from the
movement, which was brdered for the 13th,
and to deévelop his fife, an artillery recon-
noissance was made by Light Battery F,
3d Art. (Potts), which ou the 12th ad-
vanced trom camp at Coamo amd opened
fire, at 1 p. m., with five gans, from a po-
sition nn the reverse side of a low ridge

27, and ity commander, throngh oue of his
ofticers, Ensign ook possession |

1 300 of the enemy, who offered but slight

' the field.”

‘¥

THE BATTLE'S HARVEST.

Reaping the Fleld After the Rout of Hood's
Army—Relentless Pursuit Through Mud,
Rain and Over Swollen Rivers,

Extraet from report of Brevet Maj.-Gen.
J. H. Wilson, commanding Cavalry Corps:

“By noon the skirmishers of Hatch and
Hammond had formed a continuons line,
streteching from the right of Schofield’s
Corps across the Grauny White pike.
This line was puarallel to that of the en-
emy, and facing in the direction of Nash-
ville. The men of the Fifth and Seventh
Divisions, urged forward by their gallant
offfcers, stendily pressed the enemy back
at every point, skirm!shing heavily.

“Having informed Gens. Thomas and
Schofield of the position occupied by my
command and what it was doing, the in-
fantry was ordered forward on the right,
and, as they charged the frout of the rehel
works, Coon’s Brigande, of Hateh's Divi-
sion, attacked them in the rear. Pressed
in front, flank, and rear about 4 p. m. the
enemy broke and fled in confusion from

GEN. TIOMAS'S REPORT.
Extract from report of Maj.-Gen.
George H. Thomas:

“Immediately following the effort of the
Fourth Corps, Gens. Smith's and Selio-
feld’s ecommands moved against the en-
emy’s works in their respective fronts,
carrying all  before them, irreparably
breaking his line in a dozen places and
eapturing all his artillery and thousands
of prisoners, ammong the lntter fonr general
oflicers,  Our loss was remarkably small,
seareely mentionable.  All of the enemy
that did escape were pursued over the tops
of the Brentwood and Harpeth hills. Gen,
Wilson’s  cavalry, dismounted, attacked
the enemy simultanconsly with Schofield
and Smith, striking him in reverse, apd
gaining firm  possession of the Granny
White pike, cut off his retreat by that
ronte,

“Wood's nnd Stesdman's troops, learing
the shouts of victory coming from the
right, rushed impetuously forward, renew-
ing the assanlt on Overton Fill, and al-
thoogh mecting a very hieavy fire, the oun-
set was irresistible, artillery and innu-
merable prisoners falling into our hands.
The enemy, hopelessly broken, fled in con-
fusion throngh the Brentwood Pass, the
Fourth Corps in close pursait, which was
coutinued for several miles, when darkness
closed the scene and the troops rested
from their labors”™

MCMILLES"S REPORT.

Extract from report of Col. W, T. Me-
Millen, commanding First Brigade, First
Division, Sixteeuth Corps:

“In frout of Couch’s DMvision, Twenty-

the force being as follows: Ilnh't ofhis: worke’ in Lront ‘eCour dive

L ]
of Couch’s Division: supplied empty cart-
ridge boxes, and posted my battery so as
to commnand the enemy’s position.”

MecArthur,
Sixteenth Corps:

I moved the division forward by wheeling
to the right of the Twenty-third Corps,
forming at right angles to the position held
the night previous, with the Granny White
road running through between the Seecond
and Third Brigades, and moved up at 9
a; m. to within charging distnnee of the
enemy’s muin line of works, but finding no
dispositions made by the corps on my
to co-operate with me, I ordered the com-
mand to construct rifle pits to protect
them from the infantry fire of the enemy’s
main line, my batteries in the meantime

(Continsed em second page.)

being used with good effect on their works,

third Corps, there wus a very steep hiil,
over the erown of which the enemy™s mn
line extended, and which formed the key-

sion.

“This Lill onee earried and securely
held, these works, as far as we conlid see
to our left, became untenable, and would
necessarily have to he abandoned.

“Being a position of so mnch import-
anee it was of course guarded by a strong
body of troops, besides, being so steep, it
wits suppored no assaulting party could
live to reach the snmmit. We waited long
hours for the division of the Twenty-third
Corps in front of this hill to earry it, in-
tending to advance at the same time and
carry the works at its base and our left.

“At length Gen. MeArthur, tired with
the long delay and fearful the day wounld
pass without making any serlous impres-
gion npop the enemy’s line, directed me to
withdraw my brignde and ‘take that hill’
This was about 2 o'clock in the afternocon,
I immediately withdrew my skirmishers,
retited the regiments, and moved them by
the right flank to a point opposite the hill
to be carried; forming in two lines out-
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when, agnin
Couch, commanding division on my right,
and being informed that he had no orders
to advance, and fearing that if delayed
until next day the night would be employ-
ed by the enemy to onr disadvantage, I
determined to attack. Sending word to
this effect to the Major-General command-
ing corps, and no contrary orders being re-
ceived, I prepared for the assaualt,

necessary that the hill on the enemy’s eX-
treme ieft and immediately in front of the
Twenty-third Corps should be taken. 1 or-
dered the Firet Brignde, Col. W, L. Me-
Millen commanding, to move by the right
flank and take position in frout of and to
take the hill, Maj.-Gen, Couch sending for-
ward a hrigade to ocenpy and hold the in-
trenchments vaeated by Col. W. L. McMil-
len, in ense of an emergency, the Second
and Third Brignde having orders to
charge as soon ns the First had advanced
half way up the hill, which was the salient
point of the position. The First Brigade,
with fixes]l bayonets, without a cheer or
firing a shot, but with firm resolve and
withont doubting their snccess, commenced
the diffienlt ascent, and withont a halt, al-
thoungh exposed to a murderous fire, which
none but the bravest troops could with-
stand, planted their colors on the very
apex of the hill.

“At the appointed time the Second and
Thind Brigandes—the Third, commanded
by Col. W, R. Marshall, Tth Minn.—
moved forward on the enemy’s works.
Their path Iny across a eornfield, trav-
ersed by stone walls and ditches, which
together with the softuess of the ground,
exposed as they were to a direct fire in
front and enfiladed by batteries oa the
flanks, for a time held with intense inter-
ext the maost experienced officers who be-
held it; hut enward was the motto, and
their banners were planted on the works
defended by the choicest troops of the reb-
el army, calling forth the remark of the
rebel officers that powder and lead were
inadequate to resist such a charge.”

REI'ORT OF GEX. A. J. SMITH.

Extrace from report of Maj.-Gen. A.J.
Smith:

“About 3 p. m. Gen. MeArthur sent
word that he could carry the hill on his
right by assault. Maj.-GGen. Thomas be-
ing present. the matter was referred to
him, ard I was requested to delay the
movement until he conld hear from Gen,
Schofield, to whom he had sent. Gen. Me-
Arthor, not receiving any reply, and fear-
ing that if the attack stould be longer
delayed the enemy would use the night
to strengthen h's works, directed the First
Brigade, Col. W. L. MeMillen, 95th Ohio,
commanding, to storm the hill, on whiech
wasa the Jeft of the enemy’s line, and the
Reeond and Third Brigades of the divi-
sion to attack in front when the First
should be half-way up the hill. Aeccornd-
ingly, Col. MeMillen formed his brigade
in two lines. with the 114th TIL, 934
Ind. and 10th Minn. in the first, and
the 724 Ohio and 95th Ohio in the
second line, and gave his men orders not
to cheer or fire a shot until the works
should be guined.”

CONFEDERATE GENERAL BATE'S DESCRIP-
TION OF THE RATTLE.

A most graphic and thrilling account of
the battle of Dec. 16 has heen given by
Maj.-Gen. William B. Bate, Divigion Com-
mander in Cheatham's Corps.  His troops
oceupied the hill attacked and earried by
Col. MeMillen's Brigade. FFrom his high
position he could see the preparations
made by Gen. MeArthur for the assault
He witnessed the struggle of other sol-
diers of the corps in trying to resist the
attacks of Wilson's Cavalry in the rear,
He witnessed the tragic ending of the
great struggle, the defeat of Gen., Hood's
army, and its retreat.  Following is an ex.
tract from this report:
“The enemy was in two lines in my
front, and In the afternoon moved by his
right flank from the direction of the Gran-
ny White turnpike, and massed by ad-
vancing a skirmish line at n time under

side of the works ocenpied by and in front

the brow of the hill near the angle. |
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GEN. MCARTHUR'S REPORT.

Extract from report of Brig.-Gen, John
commanding First Division,

“On the morning of the 16Gth, at 8 n. m.,

ght

made this knewn to Gen. Cheatham by a
stafl officer (Lisnt. IRogan), and asked for
reinforcements,
that he had nothing that could possibly
be spared, and desired me to extend still
farther to the left, as he had to withdraw
strength from Lis front to protect his left,
which had been turned,
the brignde on the extreme left of our in-
fantry line of battle was driven back
down the hill into the field in my rear,
and the balls of the enemy were fired into
the backs of (killing and wounding) my
men, The lines on the left (ax you go into
Nashville) of the Granny White pike at
this junctnre were the three sides of a
square, the enemy
;wsot parallel lines. My men were f
ast.

gade, where I had placed troops who T
kvew to bg pusurpassed for

The General informed me

About this time

shooting across the

Continuing in this position until 3 p. m.,
consniting with Maj.-Gen.

endnrance, and eneouraged them fo maine
tain their places.

“The men saw the brigade on the left
of our line give way and the enemy take
its place on the hills in my rear, yet they
stood firm and received the fire from three
directions with coolness and conrage,

“Anticipating a disaster, I ordered Capt,
Beanregard, who commanded my artil-
lery, to move his battalion back to the
Franklin turnpike. as the enemy already
had the Granny White pike in onr rear,
which was my channel for escape, as per
order in the forenoon. About 4 p. m. the
enemy with heavy foree assanlted the line
near the angle, and ecarried it at that point
where Ector’s Brignde had bmilt the light
works, which were back from the brow of
the hill and without obstructions: not,
however, until the gallant and obstinate
Col. Shy and nearly half of hig brave men
had fallen, together with the larger part
of the three right companies of the 37th
Ga., which regiment constituted my ex-
treme left. When the brench was made,
this command—the consolidated fragments
of the 2d, 10th, 15th, 20th, 30th and 37th
Tenn.—still contested the ground, under

“In order to do so successfully, it was | Maj. Lucas, and, finally, when overwhelm-

|ing numbers pressed them back, only 63
of the command eseaped, and they not as a
command, but individeals. The command
was nearly anuihilated, as the official re-
ports of casnalties show. Whether the
Flelding of gallant and well-tried troops to
such pressure is reprehensible or not, Is
rpal- a brave and generous country to de-
cide,

“The breach once made, the lines lifted
from either side, as far as I could see, al-
most instantly, aod fed in confusion,

“Two regiments—-the 20th and 30th Ga.
—then my extreme right. eommanded by
Col. Mitehell (Jackson's Brigade), and ad-
joining Walthall's Division, did not break,
but remained fighting until surrounded.
The section of artillery under Liemt. Al-
ston wns turned on the enemy and fired
after being completely fanked and our
lines vanishing. I mention it in eompli-
ment to this galiant Lientenant. [ first
songht to rally the men and form line in
the wooded bottom in rear of Strahl’s Bri-
gade, Lowry's right, but found it sield-
ing to the example on its right (there be-
ing no pressure of consequence either on
its front or that of my extreme left), anj
henee it was impossible to do so.

“I was then directed by Gen. Cheathang
to form a line at Lea's honse, on opposite
side of Granny White turnpike, but found
on getting there that our lines on that
flank bad also given way, and the enemy
already commanding it with his small-
arms. The men then. one by one, climbeld
over the rugged hilis in our rear and pass-
e down n short valley which deboueliod
into the Franklin turnpike.  The whola
army on this thoroughfare seemed to be
one heterogeneons masse, and moved backe
without erganization or government.

“Strennuons efforts were made by officers
of all grades to rally and form line of bat-
tle, but in vain. The disorganized masses
swept in confusion down the Franklin
turnpike, amid the appronching darkness
and drenching rain, until beyond Brent-
wood, when the fragments of commands
were, in some menspre, united and biv-
onacked in groups for the night,”

RETORT OF CONFEDERATE COMMANDER.

Following is what Gen. John B. Hood,
commander of the Confederate army, says
L? his report of the aetion um

ay of tite great batile:
“Early on the 16ith of December the en-
emy made a general attack on our lines,
accompanied by a heavy fire of artillery.
All his as=apits were repulsed with heavy
loss till 3:30 p. m.. when a portion of onr
line to the left of the center, occupied by
Bate's Division, suddenly gave way.

“Up to this time no battle ever pro-
gressed more favorahly: the troops in ex-
cellent spirits, waving their colors and
bidding defiance to the enemy.

“The position gained by the enemy be-
ing snch as to enfilade our line, caused
in a few moments our entire line to give
way and our troops to retreat rapidly
down the pike in the direction of Frank-
lin, most of them, I regret to say, in
great confasion, all efforts to reform them
being fruitless. Our loss in artillery wag
heavy—354 guns. Thinking it impossible
for the enemy to break our line, the horses
were sent to the rear for safety, and the
giving way of the line was so sudden that
it was not possible to bring forward the
horses to move the gnns which had been
placed in position. Our loss in killed and
wonnded was smnll"

On leaving the field Gen. Hood sent &
staff officer to inform Gen. “Forrest of
his defest. and to direct him to rejoin the
army with as little delny as possible, to
protect its rear. The heavy rain had =o
swollen tiwe creeks that Gen. Forrest was
mnable to join Gen. Hood until his re-
treating prmy reachad Columbia, leaving
Gen. Chalmers with the only cavalry force
to meet Gen, Wilson's advancing columns,
What Gen. Chalmers lacked in numbers
he tried to make up in activity. He held
his eommand well together amidst the ex-
citement and shock of defeat.

The news of Gen. Thomas's splendid
success was telegruphed North promptiy,
und was at once given out to the public.
It wns received with nuniversal rejeicing
by loyal people, and drew out expressions
of unbounded praise and gratitude to Gen,
Thomas and his army. The battle of Dee.
was a great vietory for the [Union
army. The campaign had demonstrated
the faet that these veterun troops were in-
vincible. Every officer and goldier en-
gaged in the battle of Nashville performed
his duty in such a manner as to warrant
the appellation of hero.

To Brig-Gen. John MeArthor, com-
mander of the First Division, Sixteepth
Corps, nnstinted praise is due for his skil-
ful and eourageous sction in the battle of
Dec. 16. At 4 o'clock in the afternoon of
that day the train of forces were all set,
ready to move to bring about the great
event. To Gen. MeArthur must be ae-
corded the act which set that train of
forces in motion. The keypoint of the
Confederate left wns the hill in front of
the Twenty-third Corps. Gen. MeArthur
conceived the idea of ecapturing that hill
by assault. and proposed to do it. He
moved MeMillen's Brigade to the right, in
front of the works of the Twenty-third
Corps, awd giving the necessary orders to
hiz division, assanlted the enemy’s works
and earried the hill

This success instantly set the troops of
Cox, Wilson, Wood and Steedman in nio-
tion. Attacked in front, on the Rank and
in the rear. the Confederate army was
overwhelmed and beaten. The stoutest
hearts of officers and men of that veteran
and heroi¢ army quailed before the im-
pending danger, gave up the fizht, and
found safety in surrender or flight.

Honor and praise is due to every officer

and soldier who fought in that great hat-

tle. "hey are heroes all. But special

praise is due to the mnn who conceived
the movement and to the troops who led
the assanlt on that great day.
of McArthur and McMillen should be in-
seribed o a1 monument of imperishable
granite erected on that battlefield in honor
of their splendid leadership.

The names

PURSUIT OF HOOD'S ARMY,
Gen. Hood's army, broken and defeated

nlong its whole line, and ent of from
the Granny White pike by Wilson's Cav-
nlry, retreated in great disorder alonz the
FFranklin turnpike; many soldiers on the
lettkof th: line, whendtlse b::e:dk t?:t‘\‘l]l‘l:&
' took to the woods, and esen eli P
I saw and fully appreciated the ing the Brentwood Range.
emergency, and passéd in person along the
trenches in the angle built by Ector’s Bri-

The attack of

the Fourth Corps became a pursuit along
and on.both sides of the Franklin pike;

gallantry and

(Continued on third page,)
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