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WASHINGTON,

1861-1865.

By WILLIAM SWINTON.

CoPYRIGHT BY CHAS. SCRIBRER'S BONE, NEW Ymui i‘:u:r. 1882,

GEN. McCLELLAN'S PLANS.

Popular Impatience for a Movement by the
Mighty Army—8ickening Disaster at Ball's
Bluff-President Lincoln’s Anxiety—Variety
of Plans Suggested—McClellan Falls Ill.

The Potomac Blockaded.
Three months of varied and rrmtl’ul ac-

tivity thus passed, and the close of Autumn
found around Washington an army both
formidable in numbers and respectable in
efficiency. There then arose ghe problem
of pufting it in motion; and Wiis problem
involved two questions—when to strike,
and where? The latter was a question
that concerned the General-in-Chief; but

the former was one that profoundly
touched the people. who, as the sustainers
of the war, “thronged in and made their
voiee heard, and Jbecame partakers of the
¢ counsels of state.”(1)

During that peried in which the army
was being formed pub!:e remained silent.
And there was in this silence some-
thing almost pathetie; for,- knowing that
an undue urgency for action, expressed
through the publie prints, had precipitated
the disastrous campaign that ended in
Bull Run, men sought to make amends by
a sedulous refraining from the like again.
Gen. MeClellan was left free to work his
will; and, being slrohg in the trust of t.l:.e
country, he was “master of the situation:"”
no monarch could be more so.

EARLY ACTIVITY EXPECTED.

Yet it was manifest that this confidence
was in pledge of early and energetic ac-
tion on the part of the commander; for
the conntr: had too much at stake, and the
passiong and interests of men were too
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M'CLELLAN CHANGES ms PLANS.
But about the time he had des ut-
tm{y in motion, Gen, c(,‘le?
by his l,ppolntment as Gen-

enhn-(‘bhf charged not only with the | the

direction of the Army of the Potomac, but
of all the other arm lntheﬁeld. He
then began to is views regarding

the line and of ing miut
the enemy in Virginia, this led him to
the adoption of a policy that caused a de-
lay of all active operations, lasting through-
out the whole Winter and continuing till
March, 1862, when the movement to the|ra
Peninsula was begun.(4) This inactivity,

(1) This is the striking expression em-
Erloud by Mr. Kinglake in describing the
fluence of English public sentiment in en-
forcing the War of the Crimea.
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A Critical History of Operations in Virginia, Maryland and Penn-
sylvania from the Commencement to the Close of the War,

by whatever military considerations it may
have been justified to Gen, MecClellan's
own mind, was certainly very unfertunate;
and, as it had afterwards an important
bearmg on that commander’s relations to
the - Administration, and has. since given
rise to much antagonism of opinion, it will
be proper to consider briefly both the rea-
sons which are thought to justify and those
which are thought to c¢ondemn it.

The points of defense of the inactivity
of the Army of the Potomac during the
Winter of 1861-2 may all be included in
this summary : the yet imperfect organiza-
, and discipline of the

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN.

It is also true that mmtar{’ operationn
in a Virginia Winter and on a Virginia soil | 26tV
are attended with great difficultiez; and no
military student will, after the experience
of war, say that it would have been prac-

to undertake a grand operati such as a
campalign inst Riehmond.onhut it was
quite poul.ﬁto have made a special opera-
tion of the nature of a movement against
Johnston at. Manassas. Iad Johnston
stood, a battle with good prospect of suc-
cess mn;ht have been delive But had
he, as there was great likelihood he would,
and as it is now certain he would ha.ve.
fallen back Zrom Manassas to the line of
the Rapidan, his eompulsory retirement

to. the Unjon arms.(6) And even had it
been accounted impracticable to undertake
a movement against Manassas, there were
still many incidental operations (7) that
were perfectly feasible, and which, while
valuable in themselves, would have had
the effect to satisfy the country and con-
solidate the confidence of the people and
the Administration in Gen. McClellan,

M'CLELLAN’S DEFICIENCIES.

And it is precisely in this regard that
Gen. MeClellan showed himself deficient in
certain qualities of mind indispensable for
one who has to deal with the larger ques-
tions of war. If, as a soldier, he was right
in wishing to postpone girind military
operations till Spring, when the times and
seasons and eircumstances should all favor:

and tempered by discipline, would .he ﬁl
for the field; when the full preparation of

It is trua that the army, though eom
pond of material of uncommon emallence.

neo?nrl] t'tl:ﬂ and had the lnper-
and, no doubt, it was in much better con-
dition to move in A
have been in Now
But, assuredly, Gen.
mates the then mdidon of his opponent’s
army, when, in his report, he 8
its superior discipline, - drill,

There is now overwhelming evidence to
show that, previously at least to the or-
rmanent Confederate | once
, hothing could exceed
the laxity of dluclpline, demoralization of
temper, and inferiority in arms, equipment,

rt that marked the

il, 1862, than it could
r or December, 1861. | F
McClellan overesti-

ganization of the
army in April,

Imeans f
Southern force.
MecClellan was never able to
the colossal force he had called for—a mov-
able column of 150,000 men, together with
garrisons Wanlnngton. Baltimore, etc.,
nnd corps of oboehn‘mhteion for the line of

t enorm
men. But it lhom be eoniid-
ered that his gemand was based on
theory set forth by Gen. McCldhn hlmul!
in October, “a force on

150,000 strong, | the Con
ipwd ;" whereas it is
ohnstort’s entire force
barely excoeded' one-third that number.(5)

that the enemy had,
the Potoml.c m less than

“Suppose, then, that of those southwest
of the river [supplied in pencil, ‘50,000’]
move forward and menace the ene:n: at
Centerville?

“The remainder of the movable force
on that side mgve tll;pm, to the r.roui

; there to be jolncd by
whole movable force from mnortheast
of the river, having landed from the Poto-
mac just below the mouth of Occoquan,
move by land up the south gide of tlnt
stream, to the crossing point named;
ether, by the road thenee
beyond, to the railroad

the whole move
:ti:l Brenn"lillei
t south of its crossing, of
a strong detachment of cavalry lmr
idly abead to destroy the
south and north of the point.
f the Occoquan b
resisted, those la
ing from the Potoma.c below to take the
of the enemy in rear; or,
rom the Potomac he
Occoguan from above;?

the cro-ln
thooe from abov

those crossing the
to take that resisting !om in Tear.
points will

front of Centewille. if puuad
ht back into the intrenchments
Armed vessels and trans-
rts should remain at the Potomac land-
ible retreat.”
¥y is in Gen. McClel-
tad Washington, Dec.

p fully | PO
O P feully
too hardly,

me to believe tizat the enemy would meet us
in front. with ‘equal “forces near]
have now my mind actually tu

f
think at all anticipat
by many of our own m

“GEORGE

that I do not
y the enemy, nor

McOLELLAN.”

had passed, the public and the Adminis-
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teropu ion to the commander held re-
lm ble f or them. The most important of
were the blockade of the Potomar
the disaster at Ball’s Bluff, of which

ovents I must give a brief account.

POTOMAC BLOCKADE,

Bhortly after the battle of Bull Run.
ederates advanced their outposts
from Centerville and Fairfax Courthouse
forward as far as Munson's Hill, and al-
most to the banks of the Potomac—a move
that was of no military value, but which
me them the prestige of flaunting their
within view of the Capitol of the
Nation. l" then proceeded to bat-

teries at different poinu on thc ‘v?"
side of the Potomac, with the view o ob-
structing the nvintion of the river. Bo|
successfully was this work performed, that
early in October the flag-officer of the Poto-
mle flotilla officially reported the water
fh'” which a large part of the sup-
army around Washington was

B Gen. McClellan himself, in d
ing the relative merits of a direct adunee '
against the enemy at Manassas and a
change of base to some point on the lower |
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KiLrLEp ANXD DiEp oFr WoUxDps.

FIRST NEW YORK DRAGOONS.—(19ta N. Y. Cav’y).

_ MERRITT'S BRIGADE — TORBERT'S _Divisiox— CAvALRY Corps, A. P,

—

(1) Cor. ALFRED 31BBS, t8.9..8. 9., Brr, Major-Gex. U.8. A. (2 CoL. THOMAS 7. THORP ; Bvr. Brie.-Gex. U. 8.V,
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#8 Deserted House, Va soveoesesssanscncnssess
Blackwater, Vaceeesoreanscacaaranscannsns
Manassas Plains, Va..coveoceieniincinncnnas
Todd’s Tavern, Vas ceoesevocscosccessoccsns
‘Spotsylvania, Va. cesesosccscscissssssansson
YiRow Tavern, Va. . i iecsisaiiasnis soocass
Hungary, Vaeceeeivsososesnsrercsseancanes
I CBUICE, VB¢ o cins s s donivssvssvs onsonves
Cold Harbor, Va.evesocseessosrccngrcinans
Trevilian Station, Va...eoet®*22*iiiirenna.
,White MV‘.----;-....--'o-no-o.-.;--oa

Nores.— Organized at Portage, N. Y., as the One Hundred and Thirtieth Infantry, and served as such at
On July 28, 1863, it was transferred to the mounted service
under the designation of the First New York Dragoons. Colonel Gibbs, who belonged to the United States
Cayalry service, drilled the men in their new duties, and on the night of October 17, 1863, the Dragoons made
their first fight as such at"Manassas Plains. ‘The regiment started on Grant’s campaign of 1864 with about 400
" carbines, and in the Wilderness (at Todd’s ‘Tavern), havmgdxmwunted- made a desperate fight, sustaining the
hcggim}asof apy cavalry regiment in any one action during the war; muﬁnnhesm(he\vﬂgmw :
103 hﬂfed,aﬁwmﬁded sndasmmng Atmw_m n the

Suffolk, Va., and in Keyes’s Peninsular campaign.

(1) Cor. THOMAS T. CRITTENDEN ; Brio.-GExN.
() Cow PHILEMON P. BALDWIN (Killed).
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SIXTH INDIANA INFANTRY.
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HazeN'S BriGApE — T. J. Woop’s Divisiox — FourtH Corps.

Total of killed and wounded, 461 ; died in Confederate prisons (previously included), 33.
EKE&MW,
Shephcrdstown, Va cecvssreccnssscncrcscnas
Srmthﬁcld Wasoouinnas oveessiomsossore e ios
Opequon,Va..............................
Fisher's Hill, Va. ccasvevvnencencncininnnna,
New Market, Va.coosceseccvscccscsssnssens
Port Republic, Va cescevsevscscscsccnceanns
Newtown, Vi cccive cosoncssvennsinsisionn
CedarCreek, Va . .ovvvvencinnnnncennnnnnns
Loudon Valley, Va.e.ccoeveecssncsscncecnss
Petersburg, Va. cecoccsscesscsnscsssssenses
Five Forks, Vaicavcedisecrnssesonpnsssisen

mgunderShmdanmhhﬁms Sb:mndogb ﬁmmindlhning thegl@csofthe ﬁnal soenesatnppon-
" attox, the regiment was mustered out, June 30, 1865. The Dragoons ranked high in the estimation of its various
" brigade and division generals, as a regiment of superior discipline and efficiency. Dmmgaﬂmmmmtedmh
thaemglmentmmtheFthawlryDivision,Amyo{thel’otomac.

(8) Cor. HAGERMAN TRIPP.
(4) CorL. CALVIN D. CAMPBELL.

Dizp or DiszasE, AccipExTs, IN Prisox, &o.
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killed, 116 wounded, and 31 missing.
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125 killed — 15.4 per cent.
Total of killed and wounded, 461 ; died in Confederate prisons (previously mcluded). 25,

T shiloh’ Tm. ....'.l.......'.'l:—.l'...'..'.
. ”stonC" mm, Tenneeeeossessesssscnssassns
. ChiCkamauga, Gacvsesssnscncnsssssenssosan
"Brown’s Ferry, Tenn..cecscoccccsncesssceesn
" Missionary Ridge, Tenneseseeesssccsccscnes
'I‘amncl Hill, Ga:cesvessavecscasncsescnnnse

Pruent, also, at Sxege of Corinth; Liberty Gap, Adairsville ; Peach Tree Creek; Jonesboro ; Ipw:joy's

Rocky Face Ridge, Ga.....................
Resacs, GRivesvcsotsansossssssssscnssones
Pickett's Mills, Ga.c.cvecasnvsccsorescssnane
Kenesaw Mountain, Ga.ceseseesvscsassences
Aﬂanta, Gaon.auon-.ooo--ttoo-.nioooo--oco

Nores.— Originally a three months regiment, but redrganized for the three years service on September 20,
It moved into Kentucky on the same day, being the first body of troops to enter that State from the
North. Having been assigned to Rousseau’s Brigade of McCook’s Division, it remained in Kentucky until
March, 1862, when it marched to Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., arriving there in time to participate in the second
day’s battle atShiloh, where it rendered effective service. Its loss in this, its first battle, was 4 killed, 36 wounded,
and 2 missing. The regiment fought next at Stone’s River,—then in Johnson's (1st) Division of McCook’s
~Corps, Colonel Baldwin commanding the brigade,and Lieutenant-Colonel Tripp the regiment ; its casualties on
. that field were 17 killed, 50 wounded, and 37 missing. The regiment remained at Murfreesboro until June,
- 1863, when it marched with Rosecrans on his advance to Chattanooga and successful occupation of that place.
Colonel Baldwin was killed atChlckamauga.whxle in command of the brigade, the regiment losing there 13
Upon the redrganization of the Army of the Cumberland in October,
1863, it became a part of Hazen's (2d) Brigade, Wood's (3d) Division, Fourth Corps, in which command it took
~part in the storming of Missionary Ridge, where it snstained a heavy loss (76) in proportion to the small number
_ The Sixth was engaged in all the battles of the Fourth Corps during the Atlanta campaign, its hardest
‘  fighting occurring at Pickett’s Mills, where it again suffered a severe percentage of Joss.  After the Atlanta cam-
: pasgnthereghentmmm&emd mm&pmbau,xmwlhemumtumdwm&q- :
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