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CLOSING DAYS OF THE WAR.

Heavy Battery Contributed to the Finish, and

Endured.

By A. WENTZ, Co. A, 14th N. Y. H. A,

—

On July 31 the eamp was left in charge
of n fow guards. 1 was one of them,
and did not participate in this battle. 1
will only mention that our regiment took
the lead. All of the Color Sergeants (eight)
were killed or wounded. The flag fell
Lient. Hartley, who was mustered as
Lieutenant 24 hours before, smatched it,
and while en the wall of the fort, was hit
with a ball and flag and man fell into the
fort—the Lieutenant dead, the flag lost
It was no capture. The regiment cap-
tured a rebel flag on the same day. In
the forenoon I was allowed to go to the
battlefield, and while there Ilenry J,
Ormsby, of Co. A, ventured to egeape
into our lines, although dozens of bulleta
followed him. In the afternoon 1 wept
when 1 saw the little squad of the 14th
N. Y. H. A, with Capt. Jones, Co. I»,
at the head. 1 do not think they numbered
over 400 men, that returned to eamp. On
Aug. 5 I made the morning report. Present
for duty were First Lieut. William R.
Helms, commanding Co. A; Orlo Cheever,
Corporal, and four privates—six men in
all—with exeception of a dozen or s5 on
detached service, mostly in ﬁ!!jng up the
quotas of light artillery batteries. Thus,
155 officers and men, in three months and
three days, dwindled to a dozen or so.
From this time on we did not move so
much, but gunard and picket duty was
onerous in the extreme, and nearly every
day we lost men.

TORSED A LIVING SHELL.

Here it was where one day an unex-
ploded round shell dropped into our line,
and Private Alex. MeKinnon, Co.
quickly grabbed it, and threw it over the
breastworks, where it exploded. It was
a daring deed, and no doubt saved some
lives. There was a good-sized tree
standing about eight or 10 fe>t from the
breastworks. inside, nnder which Serg't
Nelson L. Trussell, Co. A, had built a
small bunk of pine boughs. One after-
noon he lay on .it, and ta'ked with us,
when a musket ball struck a limb in the
tree, glanced downward, and struck Trus-
sell in the fleshy part of the hip, and
stuck there. None of us thought it any
serious wound, bhut the man suffered for
thiree months, and several times mortifi-
eation or gangrene set in, and all but
took his life.

Our regziment during this month was
stationed a few miles south, as the line
was extended, and lay near “Fort Hell,”
as the boys eailed it. The ecoatending
lines were here in full sight of each other
and ouly a few hundred yards apart, but
as there was no firing, there was no dan-
ger. About Ang. 19, we were ordered on
the move, and quite early in the day. Th»
Sixth Corps had on the previous day suc
ceeded in reaching and destroying the
Petersburg and Weldon Railroad sear
Blick's 8tation, and doaring the night
scouts reported a movement to retake the
same. When a few miles ont we were
hurried faster, and the last mile and a
half we double-quicked, and ont of breath,
wa formed in a small ravine facing north,
and as we_advanced we met a rebel line-
abhout to make-a left wheel move to take
the Sixth Corps-and its wagon train from
the rear. We met them, and the meeting
was terrible. We advanced a quarter of
a mile to the seam of a woods, into which
we drove the enemy. Aftsr the battle
I went up to the dead body of a rebel
Third Lieutenant and found on him a pass
tn Petersburg, and a good report of him.
He looked like an honest, good-hearted

‘WATCHING A SUNDAY BATTLE.

We found the south side of James
River more level, and south of Peters-
hurg a very pretty eountry, though de-
sirayed by war. 1 was back on a hill on
Sunday, the 21st of August, and while in
Tull view of the battlefield of Friday, 1
saw the rebels make a most persistent
attack on the S8ixth Corps, facing
west: but it was too Iate, the strong
works Dbehind which this corps now
fought could not be retaken. After
ar hour's fight the enemy with-
drew. On Wednesday, the 24th, another
artark was made upou our extreme lefr,
east of Ream’s Station, where by this
time the Second Corps was stationed, and
with good snccess, as they took some bat-
teries and the Seeond Corps sustainel
ouite a  loss. However, nothing, was

- gained toward the main objeet—to retake

the railroad from Petersburg south. We
lay here until Sept. 30, whea we moved
upon Gen. Pegram’s farm and Poplar
Growe Church. The fight was skirmish-
ing and manuvering. The rebels did not
seem to- wish to eome too near us, and
our line was extended westward along the
Petershurg Southside Railroad, which now
beecame the bone of contention. We moved
about, extending and fortifying the ex
treme left of the line, until Oct. 4. During
these four days we had no time to dry om
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elothes or feet, crossing and recrossing
ereeks constantly. On that day 1 pulled
my shoes and socks off, and the skin be-
ing kept wet so long, went with the
duds. .

During the P m Farm fight a lot of
recruits, mostly Germans—one-year men—
arrived and six or eight of them came to
our company. As the bullets flew about
the old boys would tell the recruits that
they must dodge them, they are dangerous,
and some even showed them how to dodge.
Of course it was simply to have fun. It
was fun to see the serious faces some of
them exhibited. However, only two of
them ever came out alive; sickness and
bullets mustered them out. About Oect 27
and 28 we supported Crawford’'s Division
in a grand reconnoissanee up the I’. & B,
8. R. R., of which nothing eame, except
that we extended the line to Hatcher's
Run.

GRAND FEASTINGS FOR?7?

I must here relate what we received at
this place of the great *“Thanksgiving”
that our Northern people sent to us.
Four of us received for division, a half-
grown chicken, 11 of us had a really good
blackberry pie to divide; and a few pint
cans of jam came to our company, but
they were too small to give any one more
than a taste. A Christian Commission
Committee handed every man in camp an
epple. Two or three months after this |
had oceasion to do some writing for a
Captain at brigade headquarters, and, glad
to have the job done, he asked me what
1 would like: whether 1 would like toma-
toes? Yes! I will give yon two cans of
them. Thankful for these, I accepted
them. Afterwards the cook told me he
had some 12 or 13 cases vet—two dozen
cans in a ease. They were retained from
the Thanksgiving of November, 1804, for
the use of headquarters. ‘I regarded those
tomatoes as stolen from us. I presume no
remarks would have been made if he had
kept one or two cases, but 23 dozen cans
still on hand after several menths! I did
ot feel very friendly towards him after
that. I understood that five or six wagon-
ds of roasted chicken and turkey were

dumped out, being speiled on the journey.
Of course, that could not be helped; but it
made us feel very hungry.

HIS BULLET WAS CAST.

On Nov. 29 we relieved fhe See-
ond Corps in front of Ietersburg, where
everything was changed, and Cos, A and
E occupied Fort Stedman; other compa-
nies the battery to our right—>No. 10, and
to our left batteries 11 and 12, and Fort
Haskel, where the line made a bend to
westward and southward again. The
picket line was in a small valley—the op-
posing lines about 400 feet apart, on rises
of ground. The fort opposite us was
called the fort on Spring Hill; our Fort
Stedman the fort on Hare's Hill, by the
rebels. Thir was a dangerous place, and
we had to report many casualties from the
dre of sharpshooters. We paid with the
same coin usually. Among the casualtics
was Henry Talbot, Co. A, who, on March
2, '65, left the picket line to draw his pay,
and did not use the covered way out of
the picket line. He was shot and lost one
leg above the knee. Another was Lieut.

east. As soon as I got there we got ready

-|to fire the two guns—more to give the

alarm than anything else. Only one could
‘be used, and the gunners, who seemed to
be recruits, kept for training, began to
leave. One, a handsome, dark youth with
black, curly hair, looked fright itself, had
a rammer on his shoulder and followed.

41 called back: “Leave that rammer here;

we want to use it.” He turned, looked g
moment, and fled. We ran one gun out.

. Ihtouml the lanyard and cap, and we fired
{the

gun that the Union troops fired
from ort Rtedman. In five minutes
Col. Randall came and asked if our men
were ont in the works. I told him they
were there for 10 minutes. WWe heard the
rush outside, but could sce nothing. Poor
Alex. McKiunon, Co. A, shouted loud—
“Here is a reb; here is a reb!’ A shot came
from close quarters and shattered his
arm near the elbow. He died that after-
noon, a prisoner, in Petersburg. Capt.
Foote, Co. 1), came in and ordered ome
gun to be taken to brigade headquarters
(Gen. Bartlett’'s). I told bim it was im-
possible, the battersmen were -gone, and
our men could not leave their places. He
was convinced and quickly left. 1 under-
stood that so long as they could ofticers
and men fled to Fort Haskell. Soon the
tumult began in the rear. On the north-
side near the shaft, two men stuck their
heads over and leaped on the wall, just as
I was fleeing for some nails to spike the
gun we could not use.

HOW FAR IT SUCCEEDED.

One said: “I believe there is nobody in
this fort.” A Co. K boy and 1 jumped to

the ammunition chamber and fired and

Andrew Goslin,b who, acting Officer of
the Day, remained in a little log cabin
outside the line. BStanding outside of it
he was a conspicuons mark, but as it
raived he had no fear. He was warned,
but answered, “The bullet for me is not
vet made.” A sharpshooter was seen to
draw a bead on him; twice the cap
snapped, but the third time it did not and
Lieut, Gaglin was a corpse.

LIFE OF DEADLY ACTIVITY.

We tried hard to avenge him and surely

we made the rebel line in the bend just be-
low a hot place for them. They could not
cook their meals even., One Dbig, burly
fellow of pur regiment dug a pit upon the
top of a small Ekmsoll in front of Fort
Haskell, and for a day kept firing through
two loopholes, as far apart as possible,
and all the sharp practices of the rebel
sharpshooters ecould not dislodge him.
Every evening about 4 o’clock an artillery
duel would begin and last until way into
the night. One long-range gun from op-
posite. Fort MecGilvery, on the Appomat-
tox, a mile away, had a fine range on our.
fort, and would regularly send a long per-
cussion she!l into the tree, near the en-
trance under which I had my tent.. Two
mortars, one throwing a heavy and the
other n lighter shell, always sent some of
them right in front of my tent, and be-
tween it and the long bombproof that di-
vided the fort into halves lengthwise.
Their explosion wonld shake the - earth
and gradually deepened a hole in this
company street; but as we shifted when
the duel began, no one was ever hurt. For
a long time during this Winter I was
clerk at regimental Headquarters, during
which time I began a history of the regi-
ment in which our Lieutenant-Colonel, now
Gen. George M. Randall, encouraged me:
but during the struggle of March 25, when
the fort was surprised and for a few
hours in the hands of the enemy, that his-
tory disappeared.
We had a good-natured man, but ecare.
less. He would draw pictures of soldiers
being discharged and going home. One day
he pulled a big wad of bills—greenbacks—
from his pocket with other things, and
they fell upon the ground. I warned him
not to be so careless and he handed the
wad to me to take care of, for “I will
surely lose it,” he said. A few weeks after
occurred the sortie of the Confederates
upon our fort and he was taken prisoner.
I had his money ($50) and not wishing to
carry it around or possibly lose it, T sent
it to his mother, stating that Peter Scheib,
her son, was a prisoner, and left this in
my charge. It arrived one day after
he did—he and the dozen of the company
who were taken prisoner were paroled on
March 30 and sent home. So the money
came to him just in time,

SURPRISE OF FORT STEDMAN,

We now eome to the surprise of Fort
Stedman and Batteries 10, 11 and 12,
and the unsuccessful attempt of the rebels
to take Fort Haskell. The First Division,
Gen. Wilcox, to which we now belonged,
was stationed in front, with the Third on
our left, and about 100 batteries (400
guns) of several batteries—the 34th N. Y.
in our fort—while 800 miore guns were
three quarters of a mile to our rear, in re-
serve. Division, Gen. Hart-
ranft, lay in various positions in our rear
for support—three new Pennsylvania regi-
ments of one year men, lay just in rear of
Fort Stedman. Companies A and E
were inside the fort, Companies D, F, G
and H in the batteries and in bombproofs
in a hollow in right rear, as also Head-
quarters and officers’ quarters back of this;
eastward was another very gentle knoll,
from which you could see along the whole
rear reserve line and Gen. Wilcox's head-
quarters. The only true sketch I saw of
this fight was in Harper's Weekly at that
time, and the artist had a position near
Wilcox's headquarters. 8o many deser-
ters kept coming in nightly that our boys
got careless, or else this sortie would have
had even less success. As it was, it was
a rebel failure, and lost them 2,000 pris-
oners. Companies J, K, L and M lay in
Fort Haskell, I think. Around the fort a
10-foot diteh ran, with the gate, a bridge
of round =aplings, in right rear. The shell
bombproof was on the right (northwest)
corner, near a large tree, and just outside,
On the nerthside was an open shaft 35 to
40 feet deep, a safety-valve in care of a
blow-up. The fort was in a good position
for mining.

HOW IT WAS LEARNED.

On the morning of the 25th of March,
1865, about 4 o'clock, several rebels ap-
peared in front of our pickets, saying:
“Boys, we want to come in; don’t shoot.”
Of course the boys were willing to have
them come, but as it was a chilly, wet
and somewhat foggy night, they did not
see until too late that they kept their
muskets, and came six to our three. Thus
they surrounded the pickets of a line 400
to 500 feet long, saying: “Don’t make any
noise; lay down your guns, you are pris-
oners!” About this time I was, as Lord
Byron states in Marco Bozzaris: *The
Turk lay sleeping in his tent,” but being
nearly day, sleep was not sound and I
heard a fine, round voice shout: “Forward,
men; forward!” It was Gen. Gordon
with 8,000 axmen and sharpshooters. 1
awoke at once, jumped from my cot, and
out, calling in a loud volce: “Fall in, Co.
A" At the same moment Orderly-Sergeant
Sol. Yerden leaped out of the bonbproor
and did likewise. The word “men,” and
the unusual hour for such an order con-
firmed at once that the rebs were up to
some trick. Our officers always called us
“boys.” The next mirute was a
rush, and a thousandfold stroke of axes,
and our abatis- was down. Our boys went
to the front where two guns of the 34th
N. Y. Battery stood facing west—one in

Note—Gordon's men advanced from Colgnitt's sallent over the ground on the lefl,
located in front of the clump of trees in the left background.

VIEW OF THE UXION POSITION FROM COLQUITT'S MALIEXT.

Fort 8tedman was

both disappeared.” By this time the tumult
inereased behind the fort, and after a short
consnltation, some 15 or 20 of us conclud-
ed that we could be of no possible use
there, and started to leave by the south-
side.. On the way one said: “Boys, turn
your beit plates,” which we did at once.
By this time you eould distinguish men,
but not Union and Confederates. As we
turned the corner of the long bombproof
we saw the rebels crowd in like a flock
of sheep—the first ones had reached the
tree and my tent. One called. “Come out,
here;” another, “fe eh a ligit;” a thirl
knocked my tent-pole down. We looked
at each other a moment through the B0
feet of space, but neither shot. To our
right we had made a cut to let the stag-
nant water out of a hole made by using
the dirt for a gun platform. This led to
the rear along a short link of the breast-
works. Through this we eame. Here Tom
Tarvey, Co. A, who had been on picket
but slipped away in the confusion, met me,
and told me what I have said of the picket
line, and he turned around with us, Just
a8 we emerged between Co. D bombproof
and the main works, near two tents used
by Cos. A and E drummers, Harvey
turned, saying: “L.et me shoot of my
gun?’ Seeing two men lean against the
works—strangers—I was afraid any
shooting towards the rebel lines would be-
tray us, and answered, “Don’t you do it,
Harvey!” but he was too quick—and as
the shot rang I made a few leaps down
hill, while I heard a rush, the word “Sur-
render,” and one or {wo shots went over
my head. Harvey was taken prisoner by
the two men I saw. Another surprise
came behind me in the shape of our old
cook, Orin Elmore—the one who always
smoked a stub clay pipe. He, three camp
kettles, clay pipe and all, came rattling
down the hill to the east. and in a few
minutes we had the two Goodmans, 8co-'
field and a dozen others of Cos. A and E
with ns, bat no officer. The rebels ‘now
formed behind the fort, and advanced
across the eut of the Jerusalem plank road

L on the other side of which the 59th Mass,

lay.
HOW IT WAS MET.
We concluded to give them our bul-
lets on their flank, and we did; bat a

mortar battery near the south end of our
fort was aimed at us, and two shots

—
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dropped among us. This game we tried
four or five times, and several times ereai-
ed some comfusion; but an officer with
field glasses watched us, nud drove us n
few steps farther. The 50th now was
aroused, but the rebs shooting from the
top of the cut, killed gome 59, including
the gallant Maj. Dougherty, before the)
were prepared to fight. Theyx fired right
into the bottom of the tents. By this
time it had grown lighter; the oficers
urged their men with drawn revolvers;
the men running forward and backward
constantly. The roll of musketry about
Fort Haskell became terrifie, and in the
rear clouds of dust rose from batteries
galloping into position on an eminerice a
half mile from us, and regiments hurrying
forward at double-quick, We aimed a
number of sghots at the rebs on our right,
who with their ragged flag, having a
square in center, kept working on the 59th
tents. Cos, G, H and F were in rear of
Fort Stedman in their bombproof, and
were pulled out of bed as prisoners, But
as soon ns they found that the Fort was
in the rebels’ hands such a shelling began
a8 I had never leard or seen. I counted
22 shells bursting within one or two sec-
onds of time over the fort. My own tent
had 12 bullet-holes and one shell-rent.
As there was' no protection in the bomb-
proof, opening to the rear, and the fire
was from the rear, I never saw such
havoc—the brains of men spattered all
over the bombproof; wooden buckets were
full of blood Md bloody water. Omne shell
wound itself around an inner log and
stuck there. We picked up a pile of shells
and parts that “was thrvee feet high,
The ground was plowed up in every diree-
tion; branches of trees, enough to-make a
ca .

HOW IT WAS DEFEATED,
During this we saw Gen. Hartranft

form three Pennsylvanin regimemts into
an attacking line—one from front, east,

|Red River 1 headed for

' Y NSt
which our imental  Jieadquarters
were. About 000 rehes lay on
the brow of theszhill #gaiting the attack:
While this was oh the fire at
Fort Haskell sladke and 1 could see
the men make g “be for Fort Sted-

man, “We followed em. Hartranft
broaght up_ his goodl. style, but
beiiig new they o fire, instead of
rushing right’ y got close
They retreated a fe made

made this time a bet-

fire from Fort
of. the rebels who
‘regiments. Just
as I got on top of
Pennsylvania regin
the third attack na
the rebs, who .
and shouted. They

: almost npon
w up their hats.
‘prizoners, and as
they came up they it shook our arms
off in shaking hands. ®They .formed in
line. The 3d Md., onégof our own bri-
gade, was detailed to take the long line
of prisoners to the rear.

Going into the fort I saw a blue coat
figat on the stagnant water near a gun
platform. I pulled, and poor-John Lapeer,
a leg off and an arm off—on  same side—
aind he had to drown! By noon all was
over. We had possesgion of all we had
yvesterday. We lost 1,700 men—mostly
prisoners—and the rebs lost many more.
One of our heavy shells expleded on a
level between the two forts, while an of-
ficer of the rebel army on a white horse
gave orders. When the smoke clearcd 1
saw nothing of him, but he surely must
have suffeved. s

Among the wounded was Morris Fiteh,
a veteran of the 16th or 60th N. Y., with
three bullets through him.: Among the
prisoners lost on that morning was Ser-
geant N. L. Trussell, Co. A. 1 lookeil
over onr traps that the rebs Jeft, but
found very little, except Trussell's razor,
which 1 kept for him, and which 1 received
from him as a present after his return. It
was in my possession for imany years,

bought of Lieut. Shubert,. Co.. B,
cleaned up 1y tent to perfection.

TRADING NEWHPAPERS.

From this time we had no more roll
call, no drill, slept in daytime, and were
kept on the line at night. This 25th of
March, in the afternoon, a paper was held
up by a rebel and 10, 20, 30 hands went
up on both sides: a rush over the lines; a
grasping and letting go of a paper by each
and the exchange was = over. Col.
Randall made strennous efforts and gave
orders to arrest all offenders—and the of-
ficers made =strennous .pretenses, looking
over the heads of o number-of the gnilty
ones, but caught no one. . Ten minutes
later rome 10 men and four or five officers
sat in  Battery No. 10 hearing the rebel
news read frem a sheet of wall paper. We
sent over a number of wounded; the rebs
were to send a like number of our men
back, but only one arrived; the rest were,
it was stated, already on the mareh to
Richmond. On April 1, Saturday evening,
we began the grand bombardment of Pe-
tershurg and Richmond. On Sunday two
or three gelect men were ordered from each
company for a heavy skirmjsh line to feel
the enémy. The fort on onr left—Iort
Mahone—was captured and the Michigan
Indian SBhafpshooters held it dgainst cight
persistent attacks. At .3 o'clogl p. m. all
was over. (Green smokdibegan ta rise from
Petersburg, and noisé*df many veliicles
could be heard. Ouwr excitement began to
increase, The end d!;?gs*-lmg and bloody
war we felt was near. When night eame
the fires of Petershurg ¥t up the sky.
About midnight we gent gkirmish lines out,
ore after another. who fonnd no resistanee
even when the linolkw an’ to tumble the

and

chevanx-de-frizse into’ tagls. But we wero
not allowed to go béyond their breast-
works, A%

TOO QUIET TO SLEEP.

In the morning they ere gone. At
daylight we followefl, and saved a rail-
road bridge which hadiijuat been fired,
and then we occupiedi:thestown., We could
not sleep the first night, although we had
lenves and a very qulet time. It was too
quiet, in fact. We miszed the constant
picket fire to which bad become accus-
tomed in the five months.” ° -

Our boys did -not hehave as they' ought
to. and we were ordéered  west, ‘25 “miles,
where we lay ‘near 8am Northington's to-
baceo plantation, and while there we re-
ceived tidings of Lee’s surrender, and the
sad news of Lincoln’s death, Gen. Custer
with his eavalry also stopped on this plan-
tation on his way east. It was the only
time I had a chance to see him. His wife
wns along riding in a hack. We slept on
beds of tobaecco, kmoked cigars of our own
make, real Havanas—sometimes eight to
12 inches long—until we got sick of it
Here, or a few miles east, our boys got
into a row one night and felt the heavy
hand of Lieut, Col. George M. Randall

In time we returned to Washington, D.
C., where we lay at Forts Reno and
Kearny until discharged.

From this place I went for many days

OLT STEDMAN.,

to see the sights of Washington, the Capi-
::)‘I withd its beautifnl and historic pic-
res and statoary; the parks; the IPost,
Office, the Patent Office, the War Depart-
ment and the White House.
On the 26th of August our “Request,”
a petition 14 1-Q feet long, containing over
names, demanding that we be dis-
charged and sent liome, wns complied with,
On cattle cars we arrived at Elmira, N, Y,
of us. We soméhow were not. ex-
pected, and therefur&'"«'q were treated
somewhat coolly, #

On Sept. 6, onr boys’shbok hands with
each other and left t?“f“:f,"" their several
f

homes,
(The "‘u:i!d})(J ¥

From One of Sm{th's kuerritlas.

B. Van Dyke, Co. Dj*3¥4th Iowa, Foun-
tain, Okla., reaponds'}b"_‘ call for Gen.
Smith's Guerrillas: "(‘jq;‘q'ﬁde W. V. Nev-
ens, of Reader, 111, wisligs to hear from
some of Gen. A. J. SmitWk Guerrillas? 1
think there are not wlahy” of them left; or
perbaps they have ~Toigotten how to
write, If they counld rite ag well as
they could fight! Al PE National Trib-
une would have a "_éfa"ﬁh siory from
them every week. I was one of them my-
self; belonged to Co. D, 14th Iowa. Our
brigade was. 14th, 27th, 824 Iowa and
| 24th Mo. Yes, I remember Pleasaut Hill,

taken prisoner. Remained there in an old

double log cabin until April 27; then I

bade forewell to Pleasant Hill. . As our

troops were ouly 20 miles away, io’wn Ga'
thém; but .

Banks '

I bad to

had Ordered a further yetreat, and

on, I reached .;'I;u?m’

Yellow m, Mdy 18, aft : ]
it you, MAlay 18, after days'

the southwest angle, and one in the south- ! east—and

one from northeast and one from south-
d ascending the bebind

G iy =

‘ ; A  ‘rebel 2
erutches, - I saw ¢ -
.h Y

‘-"t” : at ?.“::

Wm'ﬁ‘g{f'm ;

e
2
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They took a fine pair of pants I had just’

April 9, 1864. There 1 'was wounded and |-
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HARPER’S FERRY GUN MACHINERY.
Sone Additional Valuable History and Some
::qm for Furthér Data and Taforma-
on. :
EpiTorR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Refer-
ring to Mr. W. J. Nelson's history of the

Harper's Ferry machinery; 1 am
pretty sure that there is some mistake,

*land I wish that you would give us an ac-

count of it that will settle the matter. 1
was with my regiment in the three months’
service at Harper's Ferry in July, 1861.
At that time only the ruins of the Arsenal
remained—no machinery. 1 would like,
very much, to know how Jackson could
ship from there machinery in September,
1862—Gro. F. WaLTER, Co. B, Gth N.
Y. 8. M. (three months), and Co. H, 40th
N. Y, Crown Point, N. X.

EDpITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: In your
issue of Jan. 21 is an interesting article,
giving, I believe, heretofore unprinted in-
formation, entitled: “Harper's Ferry Gun
Machinery,” by W. J. Nelson. Mr. Nel-
son does not give his present address, and
we ask_him through The National Tribune
for mere information. .

Very little is to be read regarding
Harper's Ferry—the machinery and men
there prior to the war, and the where-
abouts of both after 1865. . Mr. Nelson
cannot be mistaken in his account of the
recovery of the machinery, for he was
there. His story of the recapture of the
property and its removal to Washington,
). C., via Raleigh, is new. It is the firsi
part of his story 1 wigh to question.

He writes: “It will be remembered that
on Sept. 15, 1862, Col, Miles, then com-
manding at Harper's Feriy, surrendered
with 1,200 men to the rebel Jackson.
Jackson at once procecded to ship the ma-
chinery used by the U. 8, * * * 1o
Fayetteville.?

Right here we “‘call” Mr. Nelson. He
may be right. What we fail to understand
is why the Confederates who arrived in
Harper's Ferry on the. evening of April
18, 1861, after Lieut. Jones had attempted
the destruction of the place and retreated
north did not remove the machinery—val-
uable, even priceless machinery, t'tAc-—tlw'n ?
As a matter of history, I believe they did;
and by Sept. 1, 1861, had finished removal.

I am preparing for publication an ac-
count of the *Manufacture of Arms in the
1. 8.,” to be added to a Catalog of Arms
to be exhibited at the World's Fair, St.
Touis, and would be pleased to he cor-
rected if wrong in my story of Harper's
Ferry. ; :

Another point I fail to understand is
the “U. 8. A.” etc., stamped by the die
on lock plates. I wish Mr. Nelson would
write again, and tell us all the changes
made on that die. How about the name
Harper's Ferry—did the die stamp it
originally or not? Did it, after alteration,

“11. 8. A.7" I should be delighted to see
this die; and if Mr. Nelson will exprees it
to us, care of Adj't John W. Bates, Post
58, G. A. R.. Weymonth, Mass., late Lien-
tenant, Co, G, 4th Mass, H. A., we will
pay all charges and promptly return it.—
Epw. N. BaTEs, Bates & Co., Fire Arms,
Boston, Mass,

EpiTor NATIONAL Trisune: W. J.
Nelson has an interesting article in The
National Tribune, Jan. 21, about the Har-
per's Ferry gun machinery; but he is
gravely in error as to some of his state-
ments. Let us have the truth of history;
otherwise, it has no value, With some
knowledge of military small-arms, and of
the history of the civil war, I may be per-
mitted to offer a little information in this
matter.

It is true that Col. Miles surrendered
the past on Sept. 15, 1862; but beyond rh.e
large number of prisoners taken, their
equipment and arms, and the stores on
hand, the captors obtained nothing. Karly
in April, 1861, the Government authori-
ties in charge of the Arsenal and shops
at the Ferry, learning that an attempt
weculd be made by military companies iu
the neighborhood to capture the arms, de-
cided, April 18, 1861, to abandon the shops,
and did so after setting fire to them and
the “building, . where 17,000 finished mus-
kets were stored. These were destroyed,
but the fires in the shops were put out -by
citizens and militinmen, and the valuable
machinery, tools and large quantities of
material and many thousands of unfinished
musket parts were saved. All these items
were of priceless value to the proposed
Confederacy in its attack upon the Union.

Joseph E.-Johnston, in his nayrative,
states that by order of the authorities at
Richmond he took charge at Harper's
Ferry, May 23, 18G1. Steps were at once
taken to remove the machinery and ma-
terial secured to a place of safety, for
Johnston saw that the post could not be
held against an énemy who would place
artillery on any of the commanding
hights. The mcchinery and property were
gsent by wail to Winchester, the termiuus
of the railroad, thence by wagons to Stras-
burg, where the Manassas Gap Railroad
received it. It was not until June 18 that
all of the materinl was removed.

At this time there were in the South
arsenals at Fayetteville, Charleston, Au-
gusta, Mount Vernon and Baton Rouge,
in which were stored about 75,000 mus-
kets of discarded pattern. The State of
Virginia had about 40,000 muskets in pro-
cess of conversion from the flint to the
percussion pattern, and there were about
20,000 newer arms that Georgia Nhad re-
cently obtaiwed. In an article published in
the January number of the Confederate
Veteran, Nashville, Tenn., as part of a
report made by Lieut.-Col. W. LeRoy
Broun, who served as an officer of ord-
nance in charge of the Arsenal at Rich-
mond, Va., in 1863, it is stated that the
Richmond. Argenal was established in to-
bdcco warehouses; that the machinery
brought from Harper's Ferry was re-
moved to Richmond and established in this
improvised armory, and that it was used

at a rate of about 500 per month. From
other soutrces of information I am satis-
fied that while a large portion of the ma-
chinery was taken to Richmond, a portion
was also sent to Fayetteville and there
used in making and repairing muskets for
troops in the field. Broun’s article gives
an interesting list of the supplies issued
trom the Richmond Arsenanl. The issue
means, of course, the large quantities of
arms gathered from battlefields, and sent
in for repair, as well as the articles manu-
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that the makers send it FREE
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TRY IT.

1t 100,000 men and women, suffering
with every kind of rhenmatism, acute or
chronie, have been cured by a harmless
draft on the foot, isn’t it worth a trial?

Send your name to the Magie Foot
Draft Co. They have so much confidence
in the merit of the drafts that-they send
them to every sufferer in the world they
can hear of—without a cent in advance.
¥You pay Ome Dollar when satisfied with
the benefit you yeceive—otherwise you pay
nothing—you decide..
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The Drafts are worn on the soles of
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To Prove What the Great Kidney Remedy, Swamp-Root, Will
Every Reader of The National Tribune May Have a Bample
Bottle Sent Absolutely Free by Mall

It used to be considered that only urinary and
bladder troubles were to be traced to the kid-
neys, but now modern science proves that nearly
all diseases have their beginning in the disorder

The kidneys filter and purify the blood—that

Therefore, when yvour kidneys are weak or out
of order, you can understand how quickly your
entire body is affected, and how every organ

If you are sick or “feel badly.” begin taking
Bwamp-

better they will help all the other organs to health.

T was a consinnt sufferer for a number of years

and
frequent desire to urinate, but after nsing Dr.
Hilmer's Swamp-Root. | am eantirely enred and
wonderful remedy
teany who may sufler from these common eom-

reurs,
W. €. Bally, 2d Lieut. of Peol
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Weak and unheaithy kidneys are responsible
for many kinds of diseases, and if permitted to
continue mueh suffering with fatal results are sure

makes yon dizzy, restless, sleeplegs and irritable. .
Makes you pass water often during the day and
obliges you to get up many times during the night,

catarrh of the bladder, pain or dull ache in the
back, joints and muscles; makes your head ache
and back ache, eauses indigestion, stomach and .
liver trouble, you get a sallow, yellow complexion,
makes you fell as though you had heart trouble:
you may have plenty of ambition, but no st

The cure for these troubles is Dr. Kilmer's
Rwaml-:-llnot, the world-famous kidney ' remedy.
In taking Swamp-Root you afford natural help to

healer and gentle aid to the kidneys that is

If there is any doubt in ‘your mind as to your
condition, take from your urine on rising about
four ounces, place it in a glass or bottle and let it
If on examination it is
milky or cloudy, if there is a brick-dust settling, or
if small particles float about in it, your kidneys

_ Swamp-Root is pleasant to take and is used
in the leading hospitals, recommended by phy-
sicians in their private practice, and is taken by
doctors themselves who have kiduey ailments,
because they recognize in it the greatest and most
successful remedy for kidney, liver and bladder

EDITORIAL NOTE—You may have a sample
Swamp-Root, sent absolutely free by mail, alss a bock telling all about Swamp-Root,
and containing many of the thousands upon thousands of testimonial letters re-
ceived from men and women who owe their good health, in fact their very lives, to
the great curative properties of Swamp-Root.
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mer's Swamp-Root, and the ad-
dress Binghampton,
every botlle,

bottle of this yonderful remedy,

In writing to Dr. Kilmer & Co., Bing-

Do for YOU,,

If you are already convinceds
that Swamp-Root - is what youm
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factured there. The means of manufac-
ture were limited for want of proper tools
and materials, as shown in the raiding of
SEL“S to get copper for caps, and in the in-
cident that when a lot of Spencer rifles
were captured, later in the war, and sent
to this Arrenal, they could not be reissued
for want of the copper cartridges needed
for them, with no means of manufacturing
theni. - The list of issues given is as fol-
lows: Columbiads and siege guns, 341;
fieldpieces, 1,306; field-gun carriages,
1,375; caissons, 875; forges, 152; sets of
artillery harness, 6,852;: rounds of field-
gun, siege and sea-coast-ammunition, 921,-
441; friction primers, 1,456,190; fuses, 1.-
110,966G; port fires, 17,423; reckets, 3,985;
infantry arms, 323.31‘; ‘cavalry arms,
34.067; pistols, 6.074; swords and sabers,
44,877; setn of infantry and cavalry equip-
ments, 375,510: knapsacks, 188,181; hav-
ereacks, 478,498; canteens and straps,
328,077; gun and carbine slings, 113,087;
small-arm cartridges, 72,413,854; percus-
sion caps, 146,901.250; eavalry saddles,
09,418; cavalry halters, 75,611,

As to the steel die used for stamping
the eagle on the musket lock plates, there
were a great many different forms of it.
The oldest specimen of musket I have
{outside of flint-locks) bears the mark of
“Harper's Ferry, 1809,” and was one of
the muskets altered from flint to percus-
sion. This lock plate, then, is of the old-
est series used at the Ferry Arsenal. The
ehgle stamp is guite large and bears on its
breast a plain shield, with the letters U.
8. on the shield. :

Another specimen is a G0-caliber smooth-
bore musket, 1847—one of the first of the
then new precussion arms. The eagle is
small—regard to the left. has shield on
breast, claws holding a spray. of laurel and
two arrows, with_ letters U. 8. under-
neath. Another specimen is a' 54-caliber
rifle—zouave model—dated 1847: small
eagle regard to left, shield on breast, three
arrows in right claw, laurel in left, with
leiters U. 8. below. Another, a rifle, 1858,
O8-calibey, has very large eagle, with
shield on breast, regard to the right, with
Jlaurel in right claw and -four arrows in
left.claw, letters U. B, above, the vl:m‘dc
Harpér's Ferry—placed -on -forward part
of lock plate. At Spetsylvania I obtained
a -Confedernte musket, with the letters N.
C. on the lock plate; rust has eaten the
surface so much that the Fayetteville
mark is no longer visible. This musket is
in form ‘about the same as the regular
model.—ALBERT KERN, Dayton, O.

Army Music and Big Type.

Comrade Geo. Prior, Co. H, 40th IIL,
writes from Camas Valley, Ore.: “When
any comrade writes about a ‘band strick
up,’ it is ‘Yankee Doodle’ or ‘Hail Colum-
bia’ that his band toots. - Did any of yon
ever hear anything:else played? I heard
the 12th Ind. band play ‘E Pluribus Unum’
more than any other piece, and think the
men all liked it. Joe Johnston, at Jack-
son, Miss., had a ‘band that at even-
ing would play the ‘Mocking Bird,’
and us Yanks on the skirmish
line - would Ilisten in delight and
be quiet if let alone. I wonder how
many of the old band boys are on top of
ground now? Their grand, thrilling notes,
come out of the past, and we may hear
them again; but. we are old men now, and
one bugle alone will sing the beautiful
weird melody of Taps for the last of us

n.

“Now, will The National Tribune give an
old comrade a chance to have his say on
something the old boys don't mention?
Can’t we persuade you to print ‘The Na-
tional Tribune in larger type? No matter
if we don’'t get so much reading matter.
Nearly all your subscribers, no doubt. are
the old comrades, and a large print would
be a boon to them. Right here I will say
you ought to have 500,000 subscribers in-
stead of the 100,000 yon have; and the old
boys ought to be ashamed. of themselves
that do not see that you get them for the
gallant efforts you make for them. I do
not believe we would have had as favor-
able pension legislation as we have but
for your struggles for us.” .

-

Who Wore That White Hat.

€has.. Hamlin, Co. @G., B5Tth Mass,
Chicago, L.: “Would Jike to hear from a
: He wore a
white hat, and the rebels shot a hole
through the hat. He .was at the left of

Incurred Disesas? and Wounds,

Comrade T. & Hiestand, Co. G, 13th
Ind., Marengo, Ind., writes: “Inclosed find
price of subscription renewal. You must
count me a life subscriber. Of course, I
am in favor of the best pension legislation
possible. If 1 had great influence I would'
use it for all it was worth for pensions for
the boys. I served three years at the front,
contracted the chronic that killed
vast nu s and destroyed and destroys
the strength of other vast numbers hy its-
weakening drain npon the digestive alr'-.
I received a gunshot wound in left !,ith{
May 10, 1864, at Chester Station, Va.
am not able to work any more; T think we
ought to have more liberal laws for those
who have lost their health and strength
from disease and wounds confracted or
received in the service of their country.”

- e -

VENANGO CUT HAY WORKS
Cut and Baled llay a Speciaity.

YEXANGO, PA.

FOR SALE

Modern, up-to-date Water-power, slate roof,
three-story and basement

In good town, situated on Erie Rail Road and
| Meadrille, Venango and Cambridge Springs
Traction live. Has capacity of 60 Larrels
flour. Buoekwhzat, rye, corn meal, and feed
outfit in addition. Equipped for merchant
and enstom work. Has established brands
floar and large custom trade. Sale for feed
products at mill door. Also cut and baled
hay plant on same lot; capacity, 30 tons.

Poor health reason for selling.
For further imlormation write L. @.

CONROE, Veamango, Crawford
Co., Pn. : :

THE BEST TRUSS MADE.
WORN DAY AND NIGNT.
. COMROFT AND RADICAL CURE.

Send for lilustrated oatalogue to Depl. T. AXIO
HPFE. CO., 7441 Broadway, New '.l'tf 2

$100. to
e
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FLOURING MILL

Both plants runoning and good condition.
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