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Wuy don't that great, flabby oof, China,
wet up amd whip both Japan and Russia?
She has more than twice as many men
as they put together.

Sl E N T

RussiA wants to give the sfruggle with
Japan the aspect of a holy war against
“pagans.” Russia’s Christianity is hard-
Iy up to the filled-cheese standard.

IT 18 singular hew the whole civilized
world at times seems the same people,
moved by the same waves, The political
parties in Great Britain show the same
signs of a general breakup as in this
country.

-

Tue electrical experts say that people
who econtinue to believe in the eflicacy of
lightning rods belong to the same class
with those who believe in divining- rods,
fortune tellers and rabbits’ feet.

ALL THAT is needed for complete har-
mony in the Democratie Party is to find
a man whom those who. will not vote for
Mr. Bryan or any of his kind, and those
who will not vote for Mr. Cleveland, or
any of his kind, can support.

Tue Commander of the Department of
Iilineis has deope a good work in sending
a circular to every Post asking the com-
rades to ecxpress themselves on the bill
formulated by the G. A. R. Pension Com--
wmittee, and to send certified copies of their
action to every Congressman and .Sena-
tors.

Saw't GouMpPERs, President of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, vigorously re-
pels the charge that the striking drivers
and teamsters of Chicago refused to assist
in burying the dead of the Iroquois dis-
aster, and produces evidence to completely
clear them of that shocking imputation.
The letters he shows prove that immedi-
ately upon the magnitude of the disaster
being known, Albert Young, the General
Organizer, issued a proclamation declar-
ing a truce in strike for 10 days, aud re-
questing undertakers, livery drivers, and
other men on strike to report at once to

- their respective places of emploeyment and

do everything in their power to assist their
employers in caring for the wants of the
‘public. The Union"offered to furnish driv-
ers free of charge to drive the hearses to
bury the dead. This proposition was re-
jected by the livery owners, who claimed
that they would be liable to a fine of $300
from their own association if they sent
out a Union driver for any purpose during
the continuance of the strike. This would

-~seem to place a grave responsibility upon

the Livery Owners’ Union.

THE death of Ex-Secretary W. €. Whit-
ney at the comparative early age of 63
removes a man of much foree and a leader
in public affairs. He will be principally
remembered in American history as the
SBecretary of the Navy who began the up-
building of our present navy, During the
rebellion we had the most powerful navy

“““in the world. bot in the years following

it was suffered to run down for various
reasons. Oue of these was economy, but
probably the most potent was that naval
architeeture was then in a transition
stage, and no one could say with any de-
gree of certainty what the naval vessel
of the future would be. At the time Pros-
ident Cleveland entered office ideas as to
naval vessels began to take definite shape,
and SBeeretary Whitney took advantage of
this to begin the reconstruetion of our mar-
itime equipment. He was a mau of high
character and excellent ideas on publie
matters, which brought him inte collision
with a large portion of Lis party associates
when the Bryan fever became epidemie
aud he retired from polities, ueh to the

loss of his party. He is sincerely regretted |.

by a lLost of people without distinetion of
party afliliations.

>

IT 18 now Secraetary Taft. He comes
to the portforlio of War with a well-de-
served, high reputation for ability and
intergrity. He refused to take the ap-
pointment in the Cabinet last year, be-
cause he had not yet advanced his work
in the Philippines to the point at which
§ie desired to leave it. This was a reason
as rare among publie officials as it is com-
mendable. Now he has aceomplished what
he zet out to do, and bLe informs us that
the conditions in the Arehipelago are very
satisfactory. He thinks that within a
couple of years a Filipino Legislature may
be a possibility. He asserts that the
greatest needs of the Islands are better
means of communiecation, and more Amer-
lean eapital. Here the Secretary seems
to come to the parting of the ways. The
Americans already in the Islands, who
are developing its resourees, feel that the
development of the Filipine public spirit
is dangexons, and likely to bring about the
same mischief that similar unwise = de-

- velopment did in Haiti and Jamaica. Imn-

perfectly civilized men are only too like-
ly to elaim all the rights and responsi-
bilities of ecitizenship before they compre-
Liend what those mean, or are qualified for
their exercise. The Manila “Cablenews”

COST OF A SERVICE PENSION.

The wogt serious obstacle to the passage
of the Service Pension Bill is the indefi-
niteness as to its cost. The War De-
partment’s fizures as to the number of
nren who served in the army are startling-
Iy unsatisfactory. At first sight, it would
if the Department's records
stiould be suflicient, but sueh was the rush
and hurry of the great conflict, that men
were bronght in by the hundreds of thon-
sands, and sped to the front, with only
the most hasty statements as to them or
their numsbers.  From first to last. under

seem as

the varions ealls, there were 2.772.408
men foraished to the army, while 86,724
pid commntation, making a total credit
to the Siates of 2,859,132 men furnished.
In ftruth, this is a chaotic mass of fig-
ures of imperfeet valne. The War De-
partment hias put ont the statement, that,
“redieed to a three years' standard,”

there were 2,320.272 men, but this figure
is not felt to have much value.

It never will be known how many dif-
ferent individuals enlisted in the Union
army during the war. Out of a gross of
2772408 men there were hundreds of
thousands that enlisted two or more
It was possible for'a man to have
served out five different enlistments: that
is, he eould have gone into the first three
months service, then enlisted in the second
three months service, then in the six or
nine months regiments which were ealled
for by some of the States, afterward in
the 100 days service, and wound up by
enlisting for one year at the close of the
war.

times.

There has been an estimate made, with
some show of authority, that there were
20,000 of these reenlistments, but noth-
ing official has ever been given. It is also
alleged that there should be a still further
reduction of at least 150.000 for frauds
and illegalities, bounty jumpers, ete., in
the reports of the various States of the
men furnished. This would leave about
2,072,000 as the number of individuals
who enlisted. The number of deaths and
desertions before the war closed has been
placed at 476,775. This is probably un-
der the real figure, since there were thou-
sands of deaths of which the War De-
partment knew nothing. Very many thou-
sands died im the service who were not
reported, or borne on the rolls as “miss-
ing,” and still other thousands died im-
mediately after discharge, of whom no
record wag made in the War Department.
This would leave the total number of hon-
orably-discharged soldiers at the close of
the war about 1,500,000. The estimate is
1,495,460. Every one who figures makes
it larger or smaller than this according to
his personal bias. We have had since
then the mortality of 39 years. This must
have been very large in the years imme-
diately following the war, from those wheo
were broken down completely, but linger-
ed on some years in pain and suffering.
The census -of 1850 made an enumera-
tion of the soldiers, but Congress refused
to make an appropriation for the purpose
of classifying and correcting it, so that
its results could be accurately ascertained.
The Superintendent of Census then found

 that there “were abdut 1,060,000 honor-

ably-discharged veterans living. - That was
14 years ago.

In 1896 the Record and Pension Office
of the War Department issued the fol-
lowing memorandum relative to the possi-
ble number of these survivors and the
pensioners on the roll as follows:

Estimated  Aetnal

The question of vital importance.to the
discusasion of the service pension is, how
many of the survivors are still unpen-
sioned. There were last year 703,436 vet-
erans of the rebellion upon the pension
roll; and put of that namber 21,644 had
died during the year. ' -

If the above table be true, then the num-
ber of veterans whe do not “receive pen-
sions, but are entitled to a service pen-
sion, would be 191,129, But it Las been
clvimed that the number of those who
died immediately after the war has been
greatly exaggerated, and that there are at
present much over 200,000 unpensioned
veterans alive. If there are 200,000 jt
would cost $28,800,000 a year to pension
them all at $12 per month. :

It is incomprelensible to those who are
most intimately acquainted with the vet-
erans of the late war as to what basis is
taken for the estimate that there are yet,
somewhere about 900,000 veterans alive.
For example: It seems to the casual ob-
server that almost every veteran is in the
Grand Army of the Republic. In nearly
every community the veteran who does
not belong to the Order is rather an ex-.
ception, The Grand Army has recrnited
very vigorously for the past few years,
and tried to bring every man eligible into
camp. In every uneighborhoed all those
who have the qualifications for member-
ship in the Grand Army are well known
and bave been solicited to join, Gen-
erally these solicitations ha¥ve been suc-
cessful, and it seems therefore incredible
that there should be about 900,000 vet-
erans alive, and only 203,743 iu the Grand
Army of the Republic. There is a dis-
erepaney here that requires an explana-

 atatisticians to it. As we said befors, in

fow exceptious outside the Order, et t

old.

Year, Survivors, Pensioners.
1890 ......0000...1,285471 537,944
1891 .............1,261,232 676,160
L A I R S 1,236,076 876,068
1803 ...eluen... .. 1200908 966,112
1804 ... ..ccune...1, 182889 969,544
1895 ceessnsess.1,154810 970,524
1896 ...... eeveas 1,125,725 970,678.
IBOT L eseeedenne..1,005,628 976,014
l&’s ..--...-.....15%4,524 Wli"‘-l"
1899 .............1,032418 991,519
1900 .........c00.0 999,339 903,529
1901 ..... sarenenes 965,313 97,735
1902 ...ccneeaia.. 9830380 999,446
1903 ... ivieninnes B9 585 996,545
04 . .oeieens .. 838,002 A
1905 . .iuineeiies 820687 e |
1906 ... . T82,722 S
1907 ... TeEINE o TT
mos ... 705,197 sevenss
1909 ............. 665832 "~ _ . ..,
l!’l{’ L R R “2“.3*1 LR ]
1916 .. eenennn... 420927 enas
1920 ........ ceses 201,727 coesa
1025 ....cceenease 116,073 eses
1930 ....... seesae  BT,083 Wi wae
l’l:“{'-' LR 3 U.z}ﬂ “essan
MO, . o cnienoe csin 340

would appear according to these statistics
that less than one-third of the veterans are
in the Grand Army—a thing most incredi-
ble to a man familiar with its operations.

Of course, no one anticipates that the
whole of these alleged 191,000 or 200,000
nnpeusioned veterans wiil at once be pen-
gioned. It is hardly likely that one-half of
them are seeking pensions. TUnder the
ti2-year limitation very many thousands. of
them would not be eligible for pensions for
three or four years. There were hundreds
of thousands of boys from 15 years up-
ward who went into the army under the
lust eall, who are still far from 62 years
In the meanwhile death will be
cutting a wide swath through the pension
roll. The estimate before the Senate Pen-
Committee is that 45,000 veterans
are dying every year. Last year the Pen-
sion Bureau estimated the death in excess
of H0.000. This latter number is much
nearer the truth than the other, and the
death rate must rapidly increase with the
increase of years, so that not less than
1.000 a week will disappear from the pen-
a frightful diminution that
ought to satisfy the most savage of the
crities of the pension roll. The unfor-
tunate part of:all this is that those who
are bitterly hostile to pension generally
take advantage of all these indeterminate
factors in the equation, fo grossly exag-
gerate the prohable enst of the passage of
the Service Pension Bill.

WAR IN THE ORIENT.

TaE disconraging news comes from St.
Petersburg that Japan, without waiting
for the deliverance of the Russian note,
has severed diplomatic relations with that
country, and that at any moment we may
not be surprised to learn that the first
blow has been struck. Russin says that
her note was in the hands of the Russian
Minister at Tokyo ready_ for delivery,
when M. Kurino, the Japanese Minister
at St. Petersburg, presented himself at the
Foreign Office, saying that his Govern-
ment was tired waiting for Russia to make
up her mind, and had decided it was use-
less to continue diplomatic relations any
longer -and would ‘take such steps as it
thought necessary for the protection of
Japan's interests. Russin met the situa-
tion with great promptness, and notified
her representatives at Tdkyo to leave im-
mediately. ~

It is understood that the Russian note,
while making concession, refused to yield
Japan's right to ask for a treaty covering
the sovereignty of Manchuria; that it
insisted upon the mutual recognition

sion

sion  rolls,

of the independence of Korea; that there

ghould be no fortifiecation by Japan of
Southern XKorea which mright threaten
Russian communications with Port Arthur
and Vladivostok, and also eontained a
prompt refusal to allow a meutral zone on
both sides of the Yalu River. The Czar,
on hearing the mnews of Japan's action,
made preparations to go at once to Mos-
cow, where he will seek divine guidance,
in accordance with the ancient custom of
his forefathers. ' The news created great
excitement at St. Petersburg, which re-
sulted in patriotic demonstrations.

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEP.

The comrades will regret to lenrn that
Commander-in-Chief Gen. Black was
seized with. another attack of his old en-
emy, rheumatism, Jast week ‘sholtly after
the Department of “tlie Potomac banquet,
and had to be.taken; again to Garfield
Hospital, where he now is. It is probable
that he will be there-a week or more. Oth-
erwise he is in a very good condition, and
his chief regret is that he will be compelled
to cancel his engagements with the Depart-
nients of Massachugetts.and Rhode Island,
and the National Commandery of the Sons
of Veterans. National Headqunrters will
be well represented at those gatherings,
however, - by Judge-Advocate (eneral
James Tanner, Adjutant-General C. A.
Partridge, and Quarfermaster-General
Charles Burrows. These are fully in line
with the Commander-in-Chief's” views on
the service pension and other matters of
deep interest to the comrades, and Corpo-
ral Tauner may be relied upon to pre-
sent them most strongly and effectively.
(ien. Black is not suffering as much pain
as in his former attack, and there is no
doubt that he will soon he out in his old
force and spirit.

; THE NATIORAL ENCAMPMENT.

General Orders, No. 5, National Head-
quarters G. A. It,, announce that the 38th
National Eneampment will begin Aug.
15, 1904, at Boston, Mass., with the An-
pual Parade, according to the custom of
former years, on Tuesday, Aug. 16. The

. | business sessions will begin Wed.m.-ada_\'.

Aug. 17. The National Headquarters will
be at the Hotel Vendome, :
The very best selection of time for hold-
ing the National Encampment has been
made. August is g delightful month in
Boston, and good weather can be assured.
We all remember how pleasant it was at
the 24th Natienal Enecampment, which

‘opened in Bosten, Monday, Aug, 11, 1890.

The perfectness of the weather was ouly
‘exceeded by the overwhelming hospitality
and loyalty of the people. We can safely
predict that the days we shall spend i the
Hub of the Universe will be marked for
the rest of our lives with the brightest of
red letters, :

PRES.DENT ROOSEVELT'S BPEECH.

Prestdent Roosevelt's speech at the
baiiquet of the Department of the Poto-
mae, G, A. R., last week, was one of his
 greatest efforts, and expressed in the best
way his appreciation, and that of the
American people, of the wvalor and for-
titude of the men who saved the Nation.
It was an address of unusual discrimina-
tion, and passed beyond the customary
complimentary rhetorie, since it went into
the canses of things and rightly affirmed
that victory was not due to the Generals,
who were admirable in their way, but to
the fact that the men they commanded were
of the highest class. The men carrying
the guns were unsurpassed in their conr-
age and devotion to the cause, and their
anfailing fortitnde under all trials and re-
verses was that which in the end com-

pelled victory. It was a great speech, and
dteservel a permanent plaee in our liter-
ature, .

F. F. WoLrE, Past Commander, Post
54, Dover, N. H., urges that' each G, A.
R. Post in the whole eountry prepare at
ouce a petition to the SBenators and Repre-
sehtatives for the passage of the service
peusion bill as reported.by the Natioual
Committee, and that they have every mem-
ber of their Posts and every old soldier in

Atlantie .and Pacific.
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The Splendid Camp of the 200t Ind. Near
Raleigh, N. €.—Ppte Skidmore Has More
Troubles, - '

The camp of the 200th Ind. near Ra-
leigh, N. C, was the acme of soldierly
ingenuity, industry, neatuess and comfort.

While wallowing through the Carolina
Winter storms and mud—when a couple
of rails for a bed were a joy, and dry
clothes a rare luxury, the boys could hardly
by the widest stretch of imagination, have
looked forward to such a blissful haven of
rest as this they had made for themselves
in the pleasant valley of the Neuse, nigh
the historic capital of North Carolina.

The camp was well-chosen on a breezy,
sunny upland, just rolling enough to give
good drainage. A eclear, cold mountain
stream, tumbling and brawling along over
white stones, to join the Neuse, ran con-
venient, and gave abundance of water,
while thick old woods soarrounding the
camp furnished all the timber and wood
necded, and grateful-shade in whieh the
boys could loll *at mnoonday, mend their
clothes, read, write letters and play cards.

A broad parade ground, level as . floor,
and witheut a stnmp, stub, or stone the
size of a‘child’s fist, spread in the center
of the camp, and from a,tall symmetrical
flagstaff, mpon which the boys had spent
a world of pains and- tithe, flew a beau-
tiful flag, new in its issueifrom the Quar-
termaster, new in its trinmphant glory over
every otheér flag that waved betwaen the
Its stripes were as
vivid in their loveliness as the crimson and
white of the flowers blooming in profusion
on the hillsides and in-the valeys, and its
field wans-as blue ar the sky, flecked by the
lazy white clouds of Nortl Catolina's May.

Maj. Bowersox commanded the shrunken
regiment. He could not get promotion be-
eanse it nmstered below the minimum., but
his headquarters, built by the willing
hands of his admiring men, were sump-
tuous to the last degree.

The War Department might not reward
his constant, gallant service as.it should by
replacing the- strawberry leaves in his
shoulder-straps with a Colonel's silver
eagle, but his men, who knew, far better
than the War Department, how well he
deserved this recognition, could at least
give him the finest headquarters of any
regimental commander in the arny.

Just as seon as it seemed likely that
the regiment would remain in that camp
for sometime, the boys turned the restless
energy which had carried them resistlessly
over all obstacles in their six-months’
march frcm far-away Atlanta to making
a camp which would be the envy and ad-
miration of all the other regiments. The
other regiments were animated by the
same desire. and the comntry roundabout
was ransacked fer materials. Private prop-
erty had long befiore lest its sacredness,
and thingg thiat were desirable in the work
had to be nailed down very tightly, or else

‘guarded by awan with a gun.

The first tHonght after laying out the
camp, setting)- the company lines, and
clearing off -tiuwé:parade was for a flagstaff,
and the - weods were searched for the
tallest, slimniest.and straightest ‘hickory
they conld fornishy: Everybody lent a hand
toward peeling, smoothing and raising it.
and when thétflag swept out majestically
on the soft brééze!¥he boys eagerly counted
the 36 stars fapod it, while the brignde
battery fired n shot for each State, with a
double one fd# tlie baby RBtate of Nevada.
to which the“Boyd' responded by a roll of
cheers and a'tiger.

*Well, tflie”Anidrican Eagle hain't lost

nary an aig dnt of the nest‘in this hurri-
Fénd” remarked” 8ol

ymsi®, the wag
of ‘the regiméit’ after he had carefully
counted the stars. “Instid, she’s laid three
more since the old 200th Injianny came
out, Three cheers for cur bully selves.”
The next thing after the flag wa: the
Major's headquarters, Sandy Baker, whose
ingennity and resourcefulness had gained
him the greatest credit in the regiment,
worked out a new idea, as he usually did,
when any important thing was on hand.
Sandy was intensely American,’ and in
the eourse of his reading had come across
the assertion that our native woods, flow-
ers, leaves, ghrubs, ete., were finer 2rtis-
tically than anything inany other coWtry.
He had read of Jefferson’s corn-stalk col-
umns in the National Capitol, and become
an enthusinstic devotee of the idea of
strietly American art and decoration. He
had gone into raptures over the beauty of
a thick-growing grove of young tulip treex
near the camp. They were as exactly
symmetrical in their slender, gracefu!
hight as if they had grown to an archi-
tect’s plummet lines. No columns ever
fashioned by the hand of man surpassed
their flawless lines. Their bark was
smooth, goft, gray as lichen-covered gran-
ite, and beautifully marked by _the white
pits, or “lenticels,” as the botanists term
them, which are characteristic of the
talip tree, misnamed “poplar” in the West
and South. The surface looked like the
finest work of what the mason calls
“trammeled” stone, E
Sandy selected such trees as suited his
design, and his eager coadjutors quickly
felled them, sawed them inte the right
lengths, and mneatly chamfered the ends
to represent the “queins” in the stylish
walls Bandy proposed to build. They
were next loaded onto wagons very
carefully, so a8 to not =sear the
bark and - blemigh the appearance
of =molid - gray stone Sandy was
anxious to secure. They were so neatly
“cornered” that when built np each one
lay for its whole length on the next one
below, making only as thin a line of
“chinking"” necessary as’ would represent
the joint between two stones. Before the
house was a portieo, in the Greek temple
style of architecture then prevalent, with
the columns finely represented by selected
portions of the trunks of the tulip-trees.
Puncheons were hewed out smoothly for
the floors, and the roof made of “clap-
boards" rived with a froe from sections of
older trees. These shone with dazzling
whiteness in.the strong sunlight, and the
effect was that of a temple built of ribbed
granite and roofed with marble. In con-
ception and exéention so much originality
and skill had been shown that the head-
quarters wengs Gomceded to be easily the
finest in thezKlopps, if not in all the ar-
mies campedssarognd Raleigh. Inside the
house every somdert and convenience were
placed, and st efgnestly did the men work
that it-was all déiok inside a very few days.
It was all iw the nature of a grateful
change and velaxation. There were gkil-
ful carpentery im>the regiment, who had
not touched m plame or o saw since their
enlistment, &id fthey were glad to get
hold of theleffanifliar tools once more, find
out for themwdlves what they could do
with them, af{ 'show their comrades, Tt

was the samé with the blacksmiths,

masons, br# ind similar mechanies,
Next they Bpftf less elaborate quarters
for the Capthifs dnd Lieutenants who
were still With “the regiment, and then
each pair o hkies turned themselves

loose to make thelr own particular tent a
joy to themselves and the envy of their
comrades. The ingenuity and variety of
the erections were bo ess, No two“ef
the tents were nliké in anything except
that they were scrupulously clean, entirvely
comfortable, and were in rigid line with
the company 1 .Ohemlrotbmklgs

b.sv‘: of their father's
ted

duplicated t
gns v
th ‘imitation of

sweesthearts

he school-|
Another

ing up the interval, and had a floor raised
sufliciently to permit the passage of air un-
derneath. Everything in it was severely
military. It and the ground around was
carefully swept every morning, the bedding
exposed awhile to the air, and then neatly
folded in place, and everything else was in
the same prescribed order.

Montgomery'Scruggs's tent was a fair im-
itation of the office of a County lawyer, as
Alf Russell's was of that of a country doc-
tor. Sandy Baker had a long, open work-
shed, into which he gathered all manner
of tools, and had a work-bench, with a
table for plans. The sleeping arrange-
ments for him and Pete were secondary
and little thought of, while the kitchen at-
tachment was the main part of Gid Mack-
all’s ‘domicile.

When aill this was done an overwhelm-
ing daziness seized everybody. The war
storm was subsiding with even more rapid-
ity tham it had grown. All the news were
of surrenders of rebel forces in all parts of
the country. The paroled men from the

*“1n !ﬂ.!:-‘ made ont the isition for
their rations, passed it over to'Wales John--
gon to sign, and then called out for Harry

{Joslyn to take it an? charge of the squad. |

But Harry had gotten a pass to go over
and inspect a nezro regiment in course of
organization. - Alf Russell whs off ‘with the
Brigade Surgeon, Gid Mackall had_so stub-
bornly refused to do non-commissioned of-
ticer's work that he was not available, and
Sandy Baker had been sent for to the Ma-
jor’s tent. Therefore the irksome duty fell
to Pete Skidmore, who for a wonder was
reading in hisz tent. He had come across
a gory dime novel—"Limbei-Legged Zeke,
the Wall-Eyred Scout of the Burning Amer-
ican Desert,” or something like that, and
waxs excited over the situation of the hero,
whom the 150 Comanches had chased into
a closed canyon with walls 150 feet high
where he was standing at bay, protecting
a beautiful white maiden, with arrows
sticking into wvarious and inconvenient
patrts of his person, and only three loads
left for his faithful and deadly rifle. The
bloody and merciless Man-Afraid-of-a-Fine-
Tooth-Com, the Comanche Chief, who
wanted the white maiden, and wanted her
bad, had just shot an arrow through Lim-
ber-Legged Zeke's left car, and was ad-
justing another for better aim at hLis heart,
when Monty delivered a sharp order for
Pete to jump eut and take charge of the
bunch of recruits, get them rations, draw
tents for them, and start them as members
of Co. Q.

To begin with, Pete was now lazier
than the laziest. He did not want to stir

on any pretext, especially an order, and

r:

Army of Northern Virginia and Johnston’s
army passing throngh were shabby,: hun-
gry, and unutterably weary of the stmgg]_e,
They only wanted te get home, and begin
life anew. It seemed as if this was the
uitiversal feeling,

Why, then, go on _drilling, mounting
guard, and keeping up the serious business
of war? They would go home soon, take
up their old occupations, marry their long-
waiting sweethearts, follow their trades,
open up new farms, or embark in business
or professions. Why bether any meore
about the old trade of war, which  they
were soon to. abandon fTorever, as the bar-
den of a time of sorrow, hardship and damn-

dawn at hand?
Fhere was absolutely nothing to do dur-
ing the long, warm, pleasant Spring days

und to keep themselves, their arms and
acconterments and the camp impeceably
clean, The officers became martinets in
insisting upon .this, and no camp or men
were ever in more perfect condition ‘in the
history of wars. It was necessary to do
this, to keep up the regiment’s efiiciency.

The active minds of the boys of Si's
squad sought employment in other direc-
tions. They were mostly “lanced” as non-
commissioned officers, to take the places
of the Sérgeants and Corporals who had
been broken down by the campaign, and
were absent recuperating. Monty Scruggs
assisted Wales Johnson, a good-humored
young stalwart, who was the ranking Ser-
geant, but had a horror of rolls and re-
ports, in keeping the company books and
making out returns. Between times he
studied law assiduously, and was always
ready to make a speech to the boys, when-
ever they desired it, which was pretty fre-
quently. Harry Joslyn was mainfy de-
voting himself to preparing for examina-
tion for a commission in the colored troops.
Alf Russell had attracted the attention of
the Brigade Surgeon, a kindly, helpful
man, and was reading medicine with him
and accompanying him on hig rounds of
inspection whenever off duty. Sandy
Baker busied himself in his workshop and
besides was in general demand throughont
the regiment for ideas, advice and direc-
tious.

One very lazy day the Sergeant-Major
came down to Co. Q's street with six green,
awkwardly louting boys, attired in ill-

badly stained. by a long journey and ne-
glect. They seemed sadly out of plaee in
that trim, well-kept camp, among such trim,
soldierly young fellows, but in reality did
not look very different from what thie whole
regimént had when it crossed the Ohio
River. Yet everybody sniffed disdainfully
at them, and spoke as if they had no busi-
ness on the earth,

Nothing could be more despicable at that
time than raw recruits.

“Here are some recruits which have
been assigned to your company,” the Ser-
geant-Major said to Serg't Wales John-
son. *I don't know what on earth they
are sent here for at this time, when the
war's over. But that's none of my busi-
ness nor yours. You've simply got to take
them and take eare of them. Here's a list
of their names, whiclr you’ll enter on your
company roll, and make out their deserip-
tive lists. Make out a requisition for their
rations, and I'll have it signed, so that you
ean draw them at once, and give them
something to eat. They probably need it.”

*Indeed we do,” feelingly answered the

age when hunger is perpetual and only
briefly appeased for a time,

“0, of course you'd say you were hun-
gry; brats like you always do,” said Serg't
Johnson crossly, for he was angry at be-
ing interrupted in his ganme. He had just
gotten his second man into the king-row,
Land felt sure of heating Serg't Coles, who
claimed the checker championship of the
regiment. ‘“‘Here, Monty, you heard what
the Se ennt-Mud’or said. Fix up th

T8 and attend to these runts brought out

¥ the last seining.”

“0, the devil,” snapped Monty, looking
up most unwillingly from the fascinating
mysteries of “fee-simple,” “base fee,” “fee
qualified,” and “fee in tail,” in which he-
wag absorbed. “Why cag't you attend to
them yourself, Wales?” It's your busi:
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e?‘?}onn and do as I order you, Monty, or.
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on his king. “Drop that book and atte:s
to your duty.” : :

bores-on earth cubs just en

ger? Was net the night now past, and the |

but to drill a little, to maintain discipline, | d

fitting uniforms which, theugh new, were

poor boys in chorus, for they were at that]|
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Monty grufblingly sbut the book and!:
{obeyed, feeling at that moment that o!‘uﬂ
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" “TAEY BUILT QUARTERS POk THE CAPTAIN AND LIEUTENANTS."

more especially an order from Monty
Scruggs, who was -only a Lance-Sergeant

thority, Pete thought. Next, he wanted
awfally te finish the story, and, lastly,
new recruits coming im at that time were
loathed as the scirm of the earth. Pete
had all the superiority that a boy who
had been through the mill was likely to
have over green boys of lLis own age who
had never smelled. powder.

But Monty’s tone eonvinced Pete that he

promptly. Bo he flung down the book ‘and
preceeded to take it out of the poor re-
i P S e :

“Well, you are thie greenest set of cu-
cumbers that ever was picked,” he re-
marked, disdainfully surveying the lout-
ing, weary boys. “Blossoms hain't all

i offen you. Hoew'd your methers
come to let you go. I'd like to knoew?
Stand up there. Take the position of sol-
diers. What do you mean by slouching
that way? This ain’t no spelling-class nor
#ame of threc-cornered cat. Jewhilikens,
do they expect to make soldiers out of such
stuff as” that?”’

. The boys awkwardly tried te obey, only
1o increase Pete’s contempt and anger.

“0, ‘tarnation! Stand up straight. Put
your heels together. Draw your stomachs
in. Don’t carry your bellies as if they
were base-drums. Put your little fingers
down to the seams of your pantaloons.
Keep off one another’s heels. Condemn
such a clumsy lot of brindle calves. What
in time can be done with you, I don't
know.”

“I don’t know that we're so mnch worse
than you was, Pete Skidmore, when you
first came out,” the biggest of them
plucked up courage to say. *“I remembef
the ‘men writing home that you was al-
ways in the way when the company was
tlriﬂipg. and everybody was falling over
you.

*“Shut up, Tom Taylor,” roared Pete,
recognizing an old school mate. “You're
sassing your superior officer, which ain't
nllov‘;ed. Shut your head, or ‘I'll make
you.'

“I don't know whether you'll make me
or not,” replied the other, deubling his
ﬁnga._’ “I licked you once, and I kin do it
agin.

Thiz challenge was too much for Pete.
He forgot that he was a non-commissioned
officer, and instantly mixed up with the
boy. In spite of Pete's veteran airs, it
seemed that Tom Taylor had been growing
musele at quite as rapid rate. The likeli-
hood was that he wounld have downed
Pete had not Wales Johnson, hearing the
row, dashed ont, snatched the boys apart.
cuffed them both, threatened Pete with
Fthe guard house, and standing him up in
front of the squad sharply ordered him to
go ahead with his business without any
more rotten foolishness. -

Pete was now madder than ever be-
cause he had lost much of the prestige of
superiority he had started out with. He
became more severely military than ever.

“Tenshion!” he shouted. “Come. into
line, there. Right dress. Come out on the
left. Back there in the cemter. Front.
Right face!—Forward, march!”

Alas fer Pete! He was well enough
g:illled himself, btit had never.drilled any-
in front of men the officer must give the
commands in reverse: that what is right te
him is left to them.

Therefore, the boys nervously eager to
obey, whirled in just the epposite way
which Pete had intended, und bolted
straight for the sink for the company
kitechen. Pete jumped after them, and
rescued them by main strength before that
disaster happened.

Then ‘he. became conscious that Wales
Johuson, Monty Scruggs and others had
taken a sudden interest in his handling the
squad, and were standing in front of their
tents grinning at him."

He resolved then to do or die, and re-
aligned his squad, patiently g from
boy to boy, showing him how to stand,
hold his hands and plnée his feet.  Then he
placed himself in. t, facing them, and
comm - ;
“Now, be caretul, and all move together,
keeping a straight line. All keep your
faces to the front, but east your a lit-
tle-to the left, so as to keep even
next masan. off with

or two st thom about thlri instant

anyway, and disposed to magnify his aun-
{tire great fire-fighting machines could fiad A

would save a heap of trouble by obeying |

* TAE New York Tribune, which is ale
ways a great friend of the soldiers when it
wants something of them, but decidedly
unfriendly when they want anything,
comnes out strongly against the service pen-
sion bil, starting off with the old clack—
“I= patriotism to be appraised on a cash
basix?" This is the shallow screed of a
cheap and ready writer. It is just as ap-
plicable to the men who won our indepen-
dence by marching with bleeding bare feect
over the snow and ice of Valley Forge
as it is to the veterans of to-day. At the
time the Continental soldiers engaged in
the War of Independence, there was no
thought of a direct personal advantags
that* would acerue to them. They enrolled
themselves in the patriotic armies to do s
work which they recognized ought to be
done, and for which they were ready to
sacrifice themselves rather than leave un-
done. Years later a grateful people, en-
joying to the wtmeost the benefite result-
ing from their services and sacrifices, gave
them a service pension, as it is now proe
posed that a grateful people, basking in
the bright sunshine of a phenomenal pros-
perity, shall give to the survivors of those
whose measureless sacrifices made our
present prosperity possible, Consistently-
throughout its histery the country has in
their old age given a service pension to the

{men who in its days of stress and trial

have gone to the front, separating them-
selves from the rest of the community and
borne the heat and burden of the day of
battle. In spite of groveling minds like
Ithe New York Tribune's, there is no
thought of a cash value or & money re-
ward for patriotism. It is simply a de-
cent recognition by the people of services
rendered, and a proper provision for the
old age of meritoricus public servants,

EXGLAXND is going to reform her army.
She always does this after any serious
war. It wonld be so much better if she
would reform her army before a war, but
the aristocrats who are bolding down the
§sofi berths succeed in preveating this un-
til war demonstrates their startling unfit-

News, and World.
papers have moved over to Washington,
where they are housed in the varions news-
paper bu of this city and are get-
ting out their regular editions. Seme of
the editorial writers remained at their
desks in Baltimore until the fire blistered
the varnish on their desks and curied the
paper under their hands.

With the wind raging at 40 miles an
hour, and fanned into even greater velocity
by the flames, the task of combatting the
fire monster seems herculean if not impos-
sible. When the advance was checked in
one direction, a perfect whirlpeol of flames
would formm, and then shoot off like the
spout of a eyclone eloud in an entirely dif-
ferent direction, till the frightened resi-
dents of the £ tten town did wnot
where to go to seek safety.

Some of the eight, nine, 11 and 12-story
buildings built of stone and marble with
framework of iron, were licked up by the
fiames like a piece of oiled paper in a fur-

great Calvert Building, one of the loftiest
marble structures in the city, supposed to
be fireproof, collapsed within five minutes
after the wall of flame swept across the
street. *“It weni down before my eyes
smost before 1 could breathe,” he de-
clared. And se it was with everything that
the fire struck. Flames were earried half
a mile to spread disaster and ruin in com-
paratively =afe distriets.

the United States. It has narrow, tortu-
ous streets, and the older portion, where
the fire has fed the heaviest, presented that
“pecaliar picture of great wealth and grov-
elling squalor and grinding poverty which
charaecterizes but one other city in the
United States, in all probability, and that
is New York City. The slums of old Bal-
‘timore are unspeakable. They are mow
wiped out. Mary of the buildings upon
which the flames worked so easily have
been standing the storms of Winter and
Sammer for over 150 years, Amidst these
autiguated fire-traps were some of the
finest buildings in the United States. The
enormous losses are covered by insurance,
bat it is fe‘:{ed that the great imsurance
companies will be erippled by the disaster
and unable to pay claims.

Baltimore, founded in 1780, was named
for Cecilius Galvert, Lord Baltimore.
1769 Baltimore had a population of 200
souls and contained 25 houses, To-day
Baltimere ranks as the sixth eity in sizs in
E_h-e United States with a population of

else. He forgot that when standing | 508.957

The entrance to the Port of Baltimore
is defended by Fort McHenry, and it 'was
at this point that Col. Armistead and the
force under his command deTended the city
successfully against the British in 1814,
Francis Scott Key, a resident of Balti-
more, a er.in one of the British ships
in that harbor, wrote the *

Banner” as he watched this fight.
It was in Baltimore that the Congress

nace, A writer for the Bun savs that the -

Baltimore is one of the older cities in



