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 FIRST PENNSYLYANIA LIGHT ARTILLERY.

A Grand Array of Splendidly Efficient Batteries.

By THOS. G. ORWIG, Des Moines, lowa.

The sln of slavery was undoubtedly the
imary cause of the slaveholders’ rebel-
and the organization of the Army of

the Potomac.

I believe in a God of nations and a God
ot battles. I believe God’s Jaws immuta-
ble, and that a nation is responsible for a
national sin, as an individual, and must
suffer penalty for violation of moral law.

YWhen our forefathers issued the Decla-
ration of Independence, that affirms the
inalienable right to life, liberiy and ibe
pursuit of happiness, the liberty bell on

- Indepedence Hall, in Philadelphia, pro-

claimed to the world that high-water mark
in the creed of equality in human rights,
civil and religious, had been established.
Subsequently the Constitution of the
United States was formulated, God was
ignored, and slavery was acknowledged.
It was a compromise between the North
and the South, between right and wrong;
a national sin for which both North and
South suffered a terrible penalty—justly.

Slavery was a political and moral na-
tional issue. The great Methodist-Epiz-
copal Church divided on that question ana
the destruction of the Union was menaced.
Compromise after compromise failed, un-
til we were precipitated into a horrible
fratricidal war.

My home was in Philadelphia and my
office close to Independence Hall when
the crisis matured and the anti-slavery
sentiment of the North was expressed at
the ballot box by the election of Abra-
kam Linecoln. His declaration, “We can
not exist half free and half slave” was
ratified.

Pending his inauguration, and before
hostilities commenced, I heard a Em—
slavery sermon by the celebrated Rev.
John Chambers. His text was, “Render
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.”
President Buchanan’s Southern sympathy
was defended and the so-called divine right
of slavery was upheld. Had such an ad-
dress from the pulpit been heard a few
weeks later, after the loyal Nerth had been
electrified by Beauregard's fire upon Fort
Sumter, the reverend gentleman would
have been mobbed. 2

In my boyhood days, and in my native
town in central Pennsylvania, the spirit
of patriotism was inculcated at my blind
Grandfather Orwig's knees, He was n
Revolutionary soldier, and loved to put
his hand on the heads of his grandchildren
in his efforts to amuse and instruct them.
Fourth of Julys were gala days. Sunday-
school parades to picnic grounds, headed
by the drum and fife and the veteran
survivors of the past wars, booming of
cannon, reading of the Declaration of In-
dependence, patriotic songs and speeches,
were impressive then and aroused thought
about the science of Government and the
art of war.

LINCOLN HOISTING OUR FLAG.

On Feb. 22, 1861, Lincoln, en route to
the White House, watched by an immense
throng, hoisted the flag over the Liberty
Bell. That night occurred his historic
passage through Baltimore. He reached
his destination, and after lostilities com-
menced, and his call for protection was
issued, many thousands of armed patriots
soon followed him through hostile Balti-
more. '

April 18 two Massachusetts regiments
halted over night in Philadelphia, and I
went to see them as they rested for the
night on the bare floors of the vacant
{r¥irard House. [Iatriotically enthused, I
next day went to lHarrisburg to enlist, and
the. Massachustts volunteers fought
their way through Baltimore. I date my
military history from that eventful day,
April 19, 1861. -

I entered Camp Curtin as Lientenant
of the “Blifer Guards,” subsequently Co.
D, of the 3th Pa., commanded by Col.
Simmons, who fell in the battle of Charles
(H? Crossroads.

was sent to Lancaster City lo enlist
men, and- brought 14 back to Harrisburz.
While at lascaster I walked out to
Wheatland to call on Ex-President Buch-
anan. His marnsion was closed, and while
I waited at the door for admittance I
aeard footfalls within, but waited in vain
for the opening of the door. At the hotel
I told my experience, and they laughed,
and said Buchanan was “shut in,” afraid
of be'ing assassinated, and dreaded bluc-
L= -
From the infantry I was transferred to
the artillery, and made my first expedi-
tion as a private, with a knapsack, in
h of becoming on artillerist and an

cer.
When Col. Lew Wallace, before the
first Bull Run battle, was reported in
danger at Cumberland Gap, Va., Gov.
Curtin sent two batteries, with Col. Sim-
mons’s and Col. Kane's infantry regi-
ments, to bis relief. The latter became
known as the famous “Bucktails.” They
wore deer tails on their caps.
_Before we returned to Harrisburg the
«lisastrous Bull Run battle occurred, and
we were hurried to Washington. I was
promoted to First Lieutenant in Battery
E. There was only one man in that en-
tire artillery regiment who had practicsl
s ence as _an artillerist, Abingdon
Minnick, from York, Pa. In Bragg's Bat-
ery at the battle of Buena Vista, Mex-
¢o, he helped execute the order “a little
nore grape, Capt Bragg.”

COL. CHAS. CAMPBELL.

Our Colonel had experience in infantry
service in the Mexican war. He had a
tender heart, but & rough exterior: was
orave as a lion, and could swear and
Irink like three guardsmen. After we ar-
vived st Washington he was inclined to
«ut red tape, by ignoring Army regula-
tions in different ways, and incurred the
lispleasure of Gen. Barry, Chief of Artil-
lery of the Army of the Potomae, and, as
was the custom then, to get rid of volun-
teer officers, he was ordered before an
‘xamining board. When he was ques-
iioned in various ways as to what he
would do with a battery placed, hypothet-
cally, in various dangerous positions and
:aw only a chance way of escape, he
‘voked up at Gen. Barry and said: “I
vould do as Gen. Barry did at Bull Run—
‘un like the devil!” Of course such dis-
-espect to a superior officer cost him his
~ommission and he returned to Harris-
burg and came back to the army as Col-
onel of an infantrf regiment, and was
benkously wounded in the battle of Fair

aks.

CROSSING THE POTOMAC,

When the enemy was In sight of Wash-
ington, the Union forces had possession
if Long Bridge and Alexandria. Ohain
Bridge, above Georgetown, was prepared
for instant destruction.

yith Gen. W. F. Smith's Division 1
‘rossed on that bridge into Virginia, know-
ug that disaster and retreat and the
blowing up of the bridge had been con-
templated by our officers. A stubborn re-
sistance was met, and the enemy was sup-
vosed to be in force, fortified at Mun-
swon’s Hill. Building forts to protect
Washington, camping and drilling was the
ncgupation of the Army of the Potomac,
1‘100, strong, now in the enemy's coun-

.”O

Small reconnoitering forces were sent
»ut, and in one of those, in command of a
wection of our battery, f was under orders
) Col. Btevens, successor of Col. Cam-
aﬁn, who fell at the first Bull Run bat-
t Col. Btevens, a West Point grad-
uate, was one of our best military chief-
tains, and might have become commander
f the Army of th
m.d not been forfeited by his daring at

second battle of Bull ﬁun.

While with him on a reconnoissance
that lasted 10 dl{l 1 first saw the smoke
from a shell exploded by the enemy. It
n: in front and above us, in a clear sky,
nd we heard the rattle of fragments
1bout us.

An advance by way of Harper's Fe
necurred, and the result u:pﬁur dls:rs’-
ter at Ball's Bluff, Oct. 21, 1861. 1

taw Col. Baker ride at the head of hls
i 'ornia Regiment as ¢ marched from
Juf camp to the fatal Bluff via the Chain

e. His flowing white locks and fine

Potomac if his life|h

ing; and the news of his slaughter next
day was correspondingly depressing.

THE BATTLE OF DRANESVILLE.
Dec. 20, 1861, occurred, I believe, the
first real Union victory. Gen. Ord, in
command of Col. Kane’s Bucktail Regi-
ment, Col. Simmons’s 5th Pa. Reserves,
the Cameron Dragoons and Battery A, of
our regiment, met the enemy, in about
equal numbers. Col. Ord sighted the gun
first fired. In the battie the rebel bat-
tery was knocked to pieces and the rebels
retreated.
In command of a section I was, with
a small force, sent to intercept the enemy
at Fairfax, but they did not come that
way.
Capt. Easton, of Battery A, was the
acknowledged hero of the fight, and Presi-
dent Lincoln, and many visitors from
Washington, came to greet him and all the
victors the next day, and to see the tro-
phies—remnants of the rebel battery that
was knocked to pieces by Easton's how-
itzer guns. While all were jubilant, Capt.
Easton, Christian gentleman and patriof,
was glum, and said: *“Yes, boys, this is
all very nice; but I won't fare so well
the next time!” He had a presentiment.

-
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‘“LIEUT. EILGORE, AT THE RISK OF HIS
IN THE DITCH.”

His next battle was Mechaniesville, near
Richmond, June 26, 15862, when he stood
by his guns until a rebel officer got close
enough to shoot him with a pistol.

LEARNING THE ART OF WAR.

Before it was discovered that the im-
posing armament of Munson's Hill con-
sisted of “Quaker” guns, a force of 10,000
men under Gen. Smith, in camp south of
the Chain Bridge; a like force under Gen.
Porter, south of the Long Bridge, and an-
other from Alexandria, started, after dark,
for Munson’s Hill. Capt. Mott's N. Y.
Battery, the Gth Pa. Cav., and a detach-
ment of pioneers, were at the front of
our colnmn. My section of Battery E wns
next to Mott's. Towards midnight we
heard muskets, and supposed that pick-
eta were exchanging shots with our ad-
vance guard. We came to a place where
trees were felled across the road, causing
much delay. Advancing on top of a ridge,
the head of the column turned at right an-
gles. At the crossroads there was woods
on three sides. Mott's Battery in column
of pieces had reached a down grade, and
our guns were on the level ground around
the corner, when a volley of musketry
came from the front and the balls went
over us on the level, while Mott's Bat-
tery suffered severely. Our horses had
never been under fire, and turned short
around and broke my two gun-carriage
poles and one of the caisson poles, and
some of the Lorses fell into the ditches.
We hnrtied‘l{ ulled the guns to the cor-
ner and loaded them with canister. Gen.
Smith and staff galloped to the corner,
and I heard dictated a dispateh addressed
to Gen. McClellan to the effect that we
were surrounded by the enemy. A regi-
ment was ordered into the woods in front
of us to feel for the enemy, and soon a
soldier came to the corner, excitedly shout-
ing: “For God's sake, call the regiment
back.” His regiment, 2d Wis., he said,
was only 500 yards distant. That regi-
ment was in gray uniform which fact ex-
plained what was afterwards designated
as Bailey's Crossroads blunder.

CHANGE OF BASE.

In March, 1862, the transfer of the
Army of the Potomac to the Peninsula
was begun. The Monitor had whipped
the Merrimac and guarded our passage-
way to Fortress Monroe Landing. [ saw
the dents in the Monitor's turret as we
sailed by, while the rebel guns at Sewall's
Point were menacing us.

Deliberately the Army of the Potomac:
commenced the tour of the Peninsula that
became so famous in our military history.
The siege of Yorktown was begun April
5, and ended May 3, 1862.

Our army was distributed in zig-zag
lines between the York and the James
Rivers. Digging intrenchments and mount-
ing heavy siege guns were our occupations,
Labor, sickness and suffering on our part
were the result of the siege while the
enemy wag resting In good quarters and
leisurely withdrawing from their strong-
bolds, and May 4 they evacuated.

Early on the morning . May 5, when
the news spread that the enemy {lad flown,
there was a general rush after them. Regi-
ments double-quicked for miles—and then
returned for their knapsacks. Baggage
wagons and artillery carriages and horses
stuck in the mud In hurried attempts to
follow the enemy on converging roads that
led to Williamsburg.

Different commands got mixed. Gen.
Hooker's men reached \F’illiamlbur‘, first
and hand-to-hand conflicts between the
blue and the gray occurred in old Revolu-
tionary rifle pits.

Magruder, the largest of a series buyilt
by the rebeles, was the most conspicuous
in the new defenses of Williamsburg, Capt.
Bramwell’'s New York Battery was ad-
vanced within range of the heavy guns
of Fort Magruder. Our battery was on a
second line. Col. De Trobriand’'s New
York Zouaves fell back, and Brambhill's
Battery was silenced and most of his
horges and men were killed. Our division
commander, Gen. Couch, anticipated a
charge from the znomg', and admonished
vigilance and veadiness. Gen. Hancock,

the enemy’s line, and by an {mpetuois
charge put them to flight and ended the
battle of Williamsburg,

MecClellan was in tgo regr somewhere.
In his reportqof the battle he said “Gen,
Hancock, the’su ' was the hero of
the occasion a cotrt-martial of the
impetuous Hooker and others, who opened
the fight, was talked ofl

Gen. Magruder’s command that day was
only the rear-guard of the fleeing enemy,
Yet, I believe that if he had taken the
aggressive the Army of e Potomac
would have had another disaster like
that of Bull Run, on account of the con-

on his white horse, inspired cheer-
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horses sank to their bodies, and our lack

e X Y
vemen

fg?rehcbcd the moruging between the

York and thq James Rivérs.

When darkhess came I ¢ould find no
dry place to lie down, but I placed fence
rarﬁs one end on a log the other in the
mud, and placed my saddle thercon and
secured a good sleep.

In the morning we advanced over the

attleground and passed the wreck of

ramhill’s Battery, and other horrible
sights. At the side of a rail fence, lean-
ing against it, in position for firing, stood
a rebel soldier dead. He evidently was in
the act of firing when a solid shot from
his rear went through his body and tore
out his heart, which still hung on the
fence.

“On to Richmond” was now the de-
mand of the times, and was leisurely re-
sponded to, and the advance of the great
Army of the Potomac reached Bottom's
Bridge, on the Chickahominy River, May
24.

During this advance our commander ap-
parently had the same idea that Rarey, the
horse-tamer, had impressed on me: Teach
the horse that yon are its master, but will
not hurt it, if it is good. We seemed to
march into the enemy's conntry and men-
ace him with a whipping, saying at the
same time: “\We are your friends, and
we have not come to hurt you if yon will
be good!” It seemed to be carrying on a
war on peace principles—an absurdity!
McClellan was not alone to blame. It
was the policy of the North to protect
Southern property, especially slave prop-
erty, for fear of violating the Constitution,

owever, had reached the left flank of |i

that recognized slaves as chattels. Natives

LIFE, PICKED IT UP AND THREW IT OUT

along the way, and their property, were
protected by our provost-guard. 1If an
officer took a horse, or forage, fromn them,
he was subject to court-martial. If a
slave came into our lines he was returned
to the enemy! It was suicidal, and we
suffered. In the end we learned by suf-
fering,. We first tried kindness in place
of proving ourselves to be masters—re-
versing Rarey’s horse sense philosophy
of government. Not until Gen. Butler de-
clared slaves ‘‘contraband of war” was
our policy changed. Blaves who thoreafter
came to us were called ‘“contrabands”
and their services were utilized in many
ways for our good. And before the cloge
of the war they were dignified with the
United States uniform an uipped with
rifler, and they proved their heroism and
loyalty on many occasions. “The colored
troops fought nobly” beecame a familiar
phrase.

IN FRONT OF RICHMOND.

The Fourth Corps, under Grn. Keyes,
crossed that swampy stream, the Chick-
ahominy, at Bottom’s Bridge, and ad-
vanced toward Richmond, and the rest of
the army remained on the north side. Gen.
Casey’s Division, of Fourth Corps,
reached Seven Pines and built a redoubt in
the center of a field, surrounded by woods.
Richmond was visible from our improvised
signal stations. Gen. Couch’s Division, in
which were three of our Pennsylvania bat-
teries and Capt. Fitch’'s New York Bat-
tery, was on a line in the woods in rear
of that field on May 31, '62, when we were
surprised by the enemy's charge in force
on Casey’s Division. Intuitively we har-
nessed the horses, prepared for action, and
commenced firing without orders.

The redoubt and Col. Bates's guns were
captured, and the Colonel and many of
his men killed. The captured guns were
turned on us. They did not get a good
range, and we had comparatively few
cagualitier. A solid shot took off the head
of one of our gunners, They charged on
us and came probably within 300 yards
of our guns, which belched forth ecanister
to check them. It seemed like mowing
them down. Gen. Phil. Kearny led his
division to our rescue, and when firing
ceased we retired to our intrench line
at Savage Station, on the railroad our
rear. Only one gun was lost from Capt.
Fitch's New York Battery. The enemy
occupied our ecamp that night. Our
officers’ tent, in which our regimental flag
was, was found tramped flat upon the
ground, and the next day, after the ebemy
was routed, we recovered the flag.

While the battle wag in progress it was
supposed that Stonewall Jackson had
made the assault.

. A boy, Jot_mny Fry, about 15, carry-
ing ammunition from the limber chest
to the gun, was cracking jokes while in
such great peril, and one of his excla-
mations was: “Here are my compliments
for Gen. Jackson,” as he delivered a shell.
One boy with such spirit and courage was
worth more on such an occasion than two
stalwart men who were timid or nervous,

During the night the enemy loaded the
captured guns on the cars and exhibited
their trophies at a jubilee in Richmond, "

RHEUMATISM

Cured
Without Medicine

New Method Discovered for Drawing
Out Hh&um:uo Acld Pelsons—
se Successful that the
Makers Send It
to Anybody

Free on Approval—To Try

Don’t take medicine—there's a better way to
cure rheumatism. It {s tbrouE: the goles or,;ha
feet. Being nerve centers, they not only con-
tract d scase, but they nlgo expel it. Through
the Iarge foot pores the great new discovery,
Magie Foot Drafte, reach and cure rheumatism
n every part of the body. They cure after av-
erything else fglls. No other remedy ever made

such & record, or cured so ny cases =
oredlncuruhl'e. G o0ed

“ MAGIC

Magic Foot Drafts are so sure tooure that the
mgkers are sending them, to everybody who
writes, to try withn#tvptrlnc acent. Yousim-

dition of the soft ground, into which

Iy put them on and wear them, Then If gatis-

with the beneflt received, send one dollur,

f not mfo’ cost you nothing. Jf gured one dol-

ris litt '“2'&': Write to-day o% Foot
v

t Co.,BC er Bldg., Jackson, h.

,War.

Corps could be reinf

The Chickahominy was. llen, and it
was not deemied po:g* that Keyes's
_ g the north
side. But Gen. Somner’s improvised 80
called “grapevine bri : ed the way
;or our relief, and the n t?' with rein-
orcements, we assumed - the aggress
and the Confederates 0 xpected that
day to ;l'lobble up all of Keyes's Corps on
the south side of the river were surprised,
terribly punished, and drived in panic out
of our way, from the main"road leading
into Richmond, leaving {t' open for us; but
we did not go. The file otdnibus of the
Spotswood !i:tel drawn by’ four dapple-
¥ horses, and loaded with:civilians who
ad come out to see Keyes's Corps cap-
tured, drove into our Nnmes? There evi-
dently was no rebel picket onithat road
to warn them of their Wanger. We had
an open highway before us, unpicketed!

On June 28 the rebela assaulted the
right of our line, and the disastrous bat-
tles of Mechanicsville and Gaines's -Mill
occurred on the north side of the Chicka-
hominy, and there was another change of
base, from the York River to the James,
We were ordered to burh tents and all
stores for which .we had no transporta-
tion. Tents and stacks of Commissary
stores and carloads of army supplies were
set on fire, and the cars were run upon the
railroad bridge to be destroyed therewith.

Capt. Linn, the historian of the Penn-
sylvania Reserves, pictures the closing
scenes of that occasion, as follows:

® ¢ * “The four Pennsylvania Bat-
teries, after varied services in the seven
days' battles, were reunited at Turkey
Bridge. They were Brady's, Flood's, Mec-
Carthy’s and Miller’s, the latter now un-
der the command of Thomas G. Orwig.
Just at twilight of that night of the 1st
of July, while posting these batteries for
the night, with their supports, Gen. Peck
said to Capt. Brady, pointing to the
woods, ‘Here is a regiment covering left,
and in yonder woods to your right is an-
other, and this one on your right is an-
other, and this one in your rear,’ pointing
to six stacks of muskets and a flag, ‘will
support you,” adding, ‘it might be moved
closer if desired.! To whom Brady re-
plied: ‘We are safe enough with it there,
General.” The General smiled grimly and
rode off. A regiment, a thousand strong,
had marched out with that flag, and these
six stacks, perhaps 30 men, were all who
were left of it. But the flag was still
there. Capt. Orwig's Battery was the
last to leave Turkey Bridge and the last
to enter the lines at Harrison's Bar.”

Being on the reserve, occupying the post
of honor, and anticipatiug another battle,
I believed that it was possible, after each
of that series of battles, to assume the ag-
gressive, and in place of retreating to go
forward and ecapture Richmond. Only
portions of the Army of the Potomac were
engaged in each of the seven days’ bat-
t!osl. and practically they were, victors in
each,

The enemy eame in sight of our guns,
but the main portion were ordered to make
A move northward to reach Washington
in advance of the Army of the Potomac.

GEN, POPE'S CAMPAIGN.

President Lincoln had wisely made some
protection for Washington, and Pope's
command intercepted Gen. Iee's march
North. Pope had issued a bombastic or-
der- about not looking for lines of retreat,
that seemed to reflect on Gen. MecClellan,
and Gen, McClellan and his friends re-
sented it. I believe McClellan ought to
have been court-martialed,.as aell ag Por-
ter, for conspiring to defeat Pope. Re-
marks I heard by McClellan's friends, at
Harrison's Landing, I believe warrant
such words, 7 sl

When the army embarked st Harrison’s
Landing, on the James River, a detach-
ment was ordered to march;overland to
Yorktown to ocenpy the mnearest point to
Richmond then held by the T/nion army.
Our battery was in that detnil, and re-
mained on the Peninsula antil:after all the
great battles that subsequently occurred
from Antietam to Cold Harbor. With a
gunboat on the York River and another
on the James, our flanks were well pro-
tected. During the battles of Gettysburg
we made a faint demonstration on Rich-
mond with a small command, and one
section of our bhattery opened fire on the
Richmond Home Guard, to prevent rein-
forcements being sent to Lee,:and on July
4 we fired a National salute as we cele-
brated Meade's victory at Gettysburg.

BOCIAL LIFE IN CAMD.

When opportunity occurred we were not
slow in making ourselves comfortable and
social with loyal natives. At Yorktown
our battery guns were posted on a bluff
commanding the Richmond road and our
quarters were rebel barracks outside of
historic Yorktown, where Cornwallis sur-
rendered at the close of our Revolutionar;

Lieut. Champion, of Capt. Fitch's
Battery, established a weekly paper, “The
Cavalier.” Correspondence with relatives
and the girls we left behind was pretty
general, I was not an exception, and
sometimes, under the inspiration of Cupid,
wrote sentimental rhymes. I was entitled
to a leave of absence, but numbers of
applications were refused. 1 went to Gen.

utler’'s headquarters, ahd personall
pleaded with Gen. Shepley, Chief-of-Staff,
for leave. He paid: “Captain, it yon
promise to get married, I'll give you a
leave,” I answered: “You know, it takes
two for that; but I'll promise to do the
best I ean.”

My betrothed, Mary BE. 8ipp, was born
in New Jersey, educatedin New York City
and at Mt. Holyoke, Mass., and was teach-
ing in G“]feﬂer Institute, in Virginia.
when the John Brown raid occurred, and
her Northern sentiments necessitated her
getting North of Mason and Dixon’s line.
On Feb. 6, '64, we were married at Mid-
dletown, N. Y., and she accompanied me
to Yorktown, where we started our mar-
ﬂgd life in rebel barracks overlooking York

iver,

Later the command was ordered to Wil
linmsburg, and located between Fort Ma-
gruder and the old town of Revolutionary

ame.

Lieut. Beecher and numerous others
brought their brides to the front. When
the Lieutenant reported at headquarters
and was introduced to Gen. Butler, the
General looked up and nodded a welcome,
Gen. Bhaffer whispered, “He is Henry
Ward’s son.” Butler arose and shook
hands with the Lieutenant, a chip off the
old block, who said: “I would like to have
credit on my own account.”

Lieut. Butty, of the 5th Pa. Cav., wooed
and won Miss Pickett, a niece of the Con-
federate General, who made the fatal
charge at Gettysburg. She had been a
prisoner in Libby, and the Southern sym-
pathizers gave warning that the antici-

ated wedding at her uncle’'s (Senator

wden’s) mansion would be prevented by
Confederate soldiers.

Mrs. Orwig and myself, and most_of
the officers and their wives, were invited
to the wedding. I placed;a scction of the
battery munder command T4eut. B. M.
.Orwig, my brother, who died,.a victim of
the war, at the ruius of the coligge, to com-
mand the Richmond road,;an :
the wedding were armed for pattle. But
the ceremony was not erfered with.
The bride said she n!wgq dntended to

ive,

have none but relatives R: wedding;
only strangers were there,,. Her husband
became a carpet-bagger in Nopth Carolina
after the war, and was glected to Con-
grees. . § P

ANOTHER €HANGE OF: BASE,

On Wednesday, June 20, 84, we re-
ceived orders to report hwith to Gen.
Butler in front of Peters where the
:lezo haal lbe%mé h' We ll to Yorkd-
own and loaded horses, us, ‘an
men on a boat and |t¢ﬂ1e<l} S:Wn the
York River to Fortress "Montoe, where
the boat simply touched the wharf, with-
out stopping to land Mrs. 0. and Mre. Col.
Steere, the only lady passengers. They
were not allowed to go further, and we
steamed up the James, and before night
were under fire. As we advanced in col-
umn of pieces from City Point towards
the fighting line, a battery of Whitworth
guns south of a bénd In the Appomattox
opened fire on us and numerous projec-

struck the ground near us, but did
us no harm. When we reached our ¢amp-
ing ground, after dark, fires were lit and
became the target for the same battery,
about three miles from us, The Whit-
worth. bolts were spirally grooved, ‘and
rotated in their passage in the air and
made a peculiar whir-r-r-r, that the boys
soon learned to imitate, snd we could not
tell when a projectile would strike. But
they came in rapid _succession, and one

went through a number of horses at the

_plcg'::w;mﬂlutnom them.

first ition en the front line was
where the Point Railroad enter
Petersburg and where we were ¢ to
both the

re from that Whjtworth t
tery and the sharpshooters our

How to Ft our guns there was a prob-
lem, and [ personally surveyed the ground
in daytime to know how to move into posi-
tion at night. Gen. Stannard’s headquar-
ters were near the place, and I reac his
bombproof in safety and got such infor-
mation as was necessary, and after dark
weé drove to our wmssigned position, then
removed the Lorses n mile or more to the
rear. It was only necessary to open the
portholes of cur earthwork to invite balls
from the sharpshooters. The Whitworth
Battery frequently opened fire on us, and
one of their shells exploded and killed a
half dozen colored soldiers at our side,
Another landed between our guns, and
Lient. Kilgore, at the risk of his _life,
plcked it up and threw it out in the ditch.
The artillery officer of each day was
obliged to examine all the guns on
the line under his corps commander. When
it becanme my duty I started in on our
right and crept along, under cover
at some points, where was warned
by the infantry on guard to dodge, and
made the investigations preliminary and
necessary to a written report of the con-
dition of the artillery. Fort Steadmau
was erected close to the spot where Col.
Steadman, of the 11th Conn., received his
fatal wound.

THE PETERSBURG MINE.

Before June 24, 1864, the mine was
completed, and 8,000 pounds of powder
was in position under the rebel fort. We
knew what was going on; in fact, it was
an open secret along our line, and min-
ing became a mania. Our battery bqys
sunk a shaft and imagined they could heéar
counter-mining by the enemy. ]

June 29 I received orders to report with
the battery at a location mot far from
Gen. Burnside's headquarters, with three
days’ rationg, On the morning of the 30th
we heard the noise and saw the smoke
occasioned by the explosion, and soon
heard of the sacrifice of Gen. Bartlett’s
Brigade, that entered and passed through
the crater. The explosion was a success,
and partially opened the enemy’s line for
the capturing of Petersburg and close of
the war there and then, I received no
further orders until after dark, and was
then directed to place our guns in.front
of -the crater, ‘e had to pass through
the woods in which Burnside’s quarters
were, and the noise we made attracted
the fire of the enemy; but we placed the
guns in position and retired the horses to
a place of safety, and only one horse and
one man were wounded. The narrow ra-
vine between us and the enemy made it
possible for close observance of each oth-
er, and during hours of hostility it was
dangerons to a person to expose himself.
And yet, Lient. Wildey, as brave a man
as ever lived, would, with a white shirt
and open collar (he was a sailor), show
himself and draw the fire of sharpshoot-
ers. Trees where he stood were barked
by their bnllets, but he seemed to have a
charmed life, and never was hurt. After
the war, as engineer in the Philadelphia
Mint, he was killed by aecident.

There was a Congressional investigation
of the calamity resulting from the suc-
cessful mine explosion, but I doubt wheth-
er the true cause was uncovered. Anti-
pathy between Gen. Burnside, who stuck
the Army of the Potomac in the mud and
won defeat at Fredericksburg, and Gen.
Meade, to whom he had subsequntly re-
perted as a subordinate, I believe, was
the main cause of our terrible disaster.
The mine originated in Burnside’s com-
mand. It was conceived by Col.
Pleasants, who had a regiment of expe-
rienced miners, and consummated, appar-
ently, under protest- of Gen. Meade,
Burnside had assigned the posts of hon-
or to regiments and given detailed instruc-
tions that were, on the night before the
explosion, countermanded by Meade. My
informant, John Youngman, who was on
clerical duty at Burmside's headquarters.
and one of my boyhood companions, said
that when Burnside received Meade's or-
der changing the program, broke out in-
dignantly: “Damn him, let him attend to
it himself!?” The result was disarrange-
ment, confusion, ealamity! :

As ranking Captain in our regiment I
declined promotion, and tendered my resig-
nation. It was repeatedly refused. When
I urgently stated that I declined pro-
motion and was In the way of the desired
promotion of my Lieutenants, and that
my presence at my wife's bedside seemed
a duty, it was nccepted, and I received
Special Order 300,200, accepting my resig-
nation Sept. 22, 1864.

1 could foresee the end of the war. Gens.
Qrant and Sherman, with their veterans
cooperating to crush the Confederacy and
to save the Unlon, could net fail.

This Will Interest Many.

F. W. Parkhurst, the Boston publisher,
says that if any one afflicted with rheun-
matism in any form, or neuralgia, will
send their address to him, at 804-19 Win-
throp Bldg., Boston, Mass., he will direct
them to a perfect cure. He has nothing
to sell or give; only tells you how he was
cured after years of search for rellef.
Hundreds have tested it with success,

Killing of Gen. Polk.

ED1TOR NATIONKAL TRIBUNE: The con-
troversy as to who killed Gen. Leonidas
Polk has been revived. M. J. Rupp, First
Sergeant, Co. I, 28th Pa., says that one
comrade claims the 5th Ind. Battery fired
the shot, and another asserts it was the
6th Ind. Battery. He aflirms that he was
an eye-witness to the affair; that he was
talking with Richard Henry, a gunner of
Knap's Battery, when three men came
out at a point in the Confederate line,
one mounted and two afoot; that Gen.
GGeary said to Henry: “Can you chase
those fellows out of that?” and Henry
replied that he could try; that a piece was
loaded and then he fired the same; that
the shot went over and beyond the party,
and the piece was reloaded, and he fired
again, killing the person who was mounted,
and his horse; that they learned afterward
from the rebel pickets that Gen. Polk was
the man killed.

I do not understand how Comrade Rupp
got the idea that it was Gen, Polk that
Comrade Henry had killed.

Gen. Geary’'s Division was not front-
ing on Pine Mountain that morning,
but was farther to the left of our line.
The First Division of the Fourth Corps
was fronting Pine Mountain at that time,
and the writer was on skirmish line, almost
directly in front of where Polk was killed.
The skirmish line had advanced about
half-way across the old field, between the
two battle lines at that point, when we
were ordered to halt and lie down. This
was early in the morning, and there was
quite a fog, and we could not tell just
where the enemy was. About 10 o’clock
the fog vanished and we could see the
rebel works only a short distance from
us. We dared not raise our heads up to
let the rebs know where we were, and
were compelled to hug the ground in the
hot sun until dark that night, before we
could get out of there.

Polk was not mounted when he was
killed; he was behind a pine stump, abont
10 inches in diameter, and three feet high,
with his field glaslu in his hands, taking
observations of our lines.

I heard the report from a piece of ar-
tillery fired, and shortly afterward an-
other report, which came from the diree-
tion of where the Gth Ind. Battery was
fosled. Immediately after the first shot

could see a running to and fro of the
rebels about the place,where Gen. Polk
was, at the pine stump, Tor a few minutes,
n?d then they all disappeared from that
place.

On being relleved that evening we were
ordered to report to our companles, and
in going back passed the place where the
5th Ind. Battery was in position. Bein
acquainted with Uriah Post, a member o
the battery, whom I haplgenad to meet
when passing, asked me I had heard
that the rebel Gen. Polk was killed that
day by a shot fired from one of thi Rod-
man_guns of their battery? To which I
answered no. He then related what con-
versation he had heard between Gens,
Sherman and Howard and Capt. SBimon-
son, who commanded their battery, as to

o effect of the shots fired; that Gen.

erman’s Chlef of Bignal Officers, who
was present, read the rebel signals on Ken-
esaw Mountain, within 10 minutes after

the shots were fired, reported that Gen.

Polk was while taking an obeerva-

ur lines, - >
ad d‘?m“ know no other battery fired

a shot at that time anywhere near to Pine
onnujn. If there had I would have
own it, and when this controversy was

before the readers of The National Trib-

une, some years ago, I wrote a personal
letter to Gen. Sherman, stating what Com-
rade Post had told me at the time of
said occurrence, and asked him whether
it was true; to which he kindly replied,
and said the 5th Ind. Battery was en-
titled to the credit of killing Gen. Polk,
Capt. Simonson was killed a few days
after, on June 14, 1864, while trying to
locate a rebel battery, so as to get the
range. He was near the skirmish line,
when a sharpshooter killed him. I think
all of the 5th Ind. Battery boys will bear
me out in this statement as to Gen. Polk’s
death.—E. E. RickeT, Co. H, 90th Ohio,
Moxahala, Ohio.

How It Was at Rich Mountain.

EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Referring
to your issue of Jan. 14, “Campaigns of
the Army of the Potomac,” by Wm. Swin-
ton, showing diagram of combat at Rich
Mountain, W. Va., if my memory serves
me right we crossed Roaring Creek and
went several rods to our outmost picket
post, before leaving the road. The rebels
had destroyed the bridge across the creek,

.'I:he morning of July 11, 1861, comes
vividly before me; I sce a hedabbled sol-
dier who had been on duty the night be-
fore, in the rain, taking his place in the
ranks, and on a still march, with orders
for all to keep quiet, patiently toiling up
the mountain side, among the laurel
bushes and boulders, following, I believe,
as brave a man as was in the army, Gen.
W. 8. Rosecrans. We were ordered to
take 24 hours’ rations in our haversacks;
mine was 12 hardtack, not having much
appetite for breakfast that morning. To-
ward noon 1 began to get hungry, and
my 24 hours' rations were soon gone.
remember that I did not get any thing
more to eat until about nooa the mnext
day. In that engagement I think the
rebels labored under a great disadvantage.
They had old flintlock muskets, and it
was just after a heavy shower of rain.
We could see the powder flash in the pan
of their guns and they would have to
prime them several times over before get-
ting them to go off. They fired shells from
one G-pound brass piece several times, al-
ways over our heads,.while we were form-
ing line of battle. After we got in line they
lowered the muzzle for the last time they
fired it. I shall never forget the cool
bravery of Capt. Bean, of Co. E, 10th
Ohio. He stood about six feet from me
and the shell tore the ocilcloth cape hang-
ing from his sword- belt, and struck the
root of a big chestnut tree and broke into
several pieces. IHHe merely glanced at his
torn cape and resumed his former posi-
tion. The rebels had succeeded in load-
ing the cannon again, and were about to
discharge it, when the gunner was shot—-
a man I should think over 60 years of age,
for he was quite grayheaded, The 19th
Ohio fired the second volley, and all the
rebels who were able left on double-quick
time for their main fortification. During
the night they left that, with all their
camp equipage, and surrendered to Gen.
MecClellan on the 13th, at Beverly.

A man by the name of Hart was our
guide up the mountain. He lived on the
mountain till the rebels began to fortify,
when he had to leave on account of his
Union sentiment. The battle was fought
pnear his house.

In The National Tribune, Jan. 28, Com-
rade A. B. Large, Co. F, 13th Ind., Mt.
Etna, Ind., takes me to task for saying
that the 19th Ohio took the place of the
13th Ind.; in front of the battle; which, I
reiterate, is true. What took place before
the 19th Ohio arrived I am not able to
say; I am sure that the 13th Ind. was
there, and ne doubt had done some good
execution before we arrived, according to
Comrade Large's account, which I am
willing to accept. I would refer you to
Gen. W. 8. Rosecrans’'s report of the en-
gagement at Rich Mountain, made at
Beverly, Va., July 19, 1861, in “War of
the Rebellion. Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies.” Series 1,
Vol. 11, page 215: “The column formed
and moved forward in the following order
and strength: 8th Ind., under Benton,
242: 10th Ind., under Manson, 425; 13th
Ind., under Sullivan, 650; 19th Ohio, under
Beatty, 525; total Inf., 1,842; Birdsall's
Cav., 70; aggregate, 1,017.”

On the morning of July 12, 1861, Col.
Beatty, of the 19th Ohio, entered and took
charge of the upper camp and all property
on the south side of the road, consisting of
two brass 6-pounders and some 80 tents;
four caissons and 100 rounds of ammauni-
tion. Cal. Sullivan, of the 13th Ind., oc-
cupied the ecamp on the north side of the
road and took charge of the horses. wa-
gons, tents, tools and implements of the
rebels there. The 8th and 10th Ind. were
left in position on the battlefield and were
charged with burying the dead. The
morning of the 13th the whole force moved
to Beverly. —CuaArLEs D. HAxNUM, Third
Bergeant, Co. D, 19th Ohio, Adjutant D.
F. Schenck Post, 271, Fulton, N. Y.

Was at lu-nlnn Ridge.

EDpITOR NATIONAL TRIBUXE:
know a thing about those markers on
Mission Ridge; haven't been there lately;
was there in November, 1863. I have a
sure recollection of being there. My bri-
gade took a very interesting part in that
scrimmage. 1 Dbelonged to the Kirst Bri-
gade, Third Division, Fourth Corps, and
they never made any better. The brigade
was made up of the 40th and 15th Ohio,
32¢ Ind., 8th Kan., 15th Wis., 25th, 35th
and 89th 111, We were called out in front
of Fort Wood, and drew up in line of
battle. The rebels thought we were hav-
ing a grand review, but they learned their
mistake before nightt We were ordered
forward, with the 8th Kan. on the skir-
mish line. We advanced and ecaptured
Orchard Knob. We fortified the Knob
that night. On the afternoon of the 25th
advanced on the works at the foot of the
ridge. We had orders to take those
works and hold them, but when we got
there we had either to go on up or fall
back, for it was too hot to stay there.
We went on up, and captured the Ridge.
I will tell you right here that Baird’s Di-
vision captured no works in front of old
Tommy Wood's Division on that 25th day
of November, 1863. I have heard many
argue what troops were on the Ridge first.
I don’t know, nor do I care; none were
there who had no business to be there:
whoever got there earned the position they
reached. I do know that I had all T could
do-to take care ef Pug Brooks on that oc-
casion, Many of the 15th will remember
the name; it was all the name I had in the
army.—HIrAM K. Brooks, Cos. G and E,
15 Ohio, National Home, Ind.

Introduce the Gentleman.

EpITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: I am off
duty just now, in hospital, as you might
say, at home, housed by both sickness
and storm; therefore have I time to throw
a small chunk on The Natlonal Tribune
Campfire. It is a chunk, too, that under
the right conditions might protluco a 'warm
season of half a minute or so. I know
the rebel in the case, and he will not be
doubted by any who knew him. One day,
being on picket, he hailed: “Hey! Yank!
Got apy coffee yo'-all wanter trade fer

uamatism. They .
e npnl!e’dt ex:

l'(ﬂ as
erent mm all others,
is nhf,-lnﬂnm Quickly,
- Dop’t take my word for
wi cost. Bend me your
lete treat
M llu;
Book that
¥ Vipro Discs cure

thoroughly, and to
It, but test It
name and

and a temporary one was built just above.-

I don’t|

For All Uric
| Acid Diseases

Kidney, Bladder And Rheumatle Diseases
Now Easily Cured At Home By Yourself
Witha Remarkable New Discovery—Does

Away WithSurgical Operations—Peosi=
tively Cures Bright's Disease and
Worst Cases of Rheumatism,
Thousands Already Cured,

Note Endorsers,

TRIAL TREATMENT AND €4-PAGE BOOX FRER

At last there 's & sclentific way to cure yourself o¥
any kidney, biadder or rheumatic disease in s very
short time Io your own bome and without the expense
of doctors, druggists or surgeons. The credit belongs
to Dr. Edwin Turnock, s noted French-American phy-
siclan and scientist who has made a life-long study of

these diseases and Is now In sole possession of
ingredients which have all along been needed
without which cures were impossible,. The doctor
seems Justified in his strong statements, as the treat-
ment has been thoroughly Investigated besides bei
tried in hospitals, sanitariums, etc., and has been fou

to be all that is claimed for It. It contalns mn‘
harmful but nevertheiess the bighest authorities say §
wiil podunlg.iure Bright's disease, diabetes, B

wvel, weak Kk, stone in the bladder, bloated

er, frequent desire to urinste, albumenaria, sugar In
the urine, pains in the back, legs, sides and over the
Sring ceattio: By o e Dt
urine, scal Be up nighta, nt .
wetting m.n{;«.l. nlﬂ such rhenmatic affections as
chronie, muscular or inflam matory rhenmatism, sclat-
ica, rheumatic neuralgla, lumbago, gout, ete., which
are now known to be due entirely to uric acid polson
in the kidneys—In short, every of kidney, blad-
der or urinary trouble in man, woman or child.

That the ingredients will do all this Is the opinion of
such authorities as Dr. Wilks of Guy's Hospital, Lon-
don; the editors of the United Btates M:E-loqm
the American Pharmacopceia, both ofti wo Dr.
H. C. Wood, member of the National Auﬂe-{ Bel-
ence, and a long list of others who speak of {t in the
highest terms, But all thisand more Is explatned In
a 64-page lilustrated book which sets forth the doctor's
original views and goes deeply Into the suhject of kid-
ney. bladder, and rbeumatic diseases. 1fe wants
to have this book as well az a trial treatment of bis
discovery, and you can get them entirely free, without
stamps or money, by addressing the Turnock Medical
Co., 1125 Turnock Building, Chicago, I1L, and as thou
sands have already been cured there Is every reason to
believe it will cure vou If onhv‘you will be thoughiful
enough to send for the free trial and book. Writethe,
n“r:d.m moment you have and scon you will be
cu.

]
———

Tt would seem that any reader so afflicted
should write the company at once, since no
money is involved and the indorsements arg
from such a high and trustworthy source.

some good tobaccer?” “Yes; how muck
have you?’ “Oh, 'bout 10 pounds,” *“All
right; I'll give you a trade.” “I'll git mwp
tobaccer; ¥o'-all bring vyer coffee, and
we'll swap.” ‘They met and exchanged.
The Yankee got a lot of fine tcbacco and
the rebel got what he thought was a fine
lot of ground coffee in a sack. Taking his
coffee back to his company, preparations
were immediately made for a lovefeast.
They enjoyed that coffee in anticipation
only. Tt had done service for the Yankees
before exchange; that is to =ay, it had
been boiled. What did the rebels eayd
They said things! I don’t like to tell im
their own words; but what they said was
a plenty. Even now, when I joke the old
rebel on that trade—even at this late day
his bristles rise and he says all sorts of
warm things about the Yankee who beat
him so badly “endurin’ d’ wah.” T haves
curiosity to know who the Yankee was
that did that trick? I ecan produce the
rebel at any time, as he is.a neighbor of
mine. Would like to introduce the two
old roosters! Thex might both drink
from the same canteen—also, they %
bump heads; again, they might not! W

'li‘now:?—-J. N. BSTAXFORD, Shelb}'ﬂne‘

enn.

Restores Eyesight

SPECTACLES A THING OF THE PAST

“Actina,” A Marvelous Discovery Thad
Cures All Afflictions of the Eye and
Bar Without Cutting or Drugging.

A marvellons discovery has been made by that
Scientist and Inventive Genlus, Prof. W. C. Wilson.
He has invented a restorer known as “ Actina
through which all affiictions of the eye and ear, such

a2 blindness, granuiated lids,

cetaracts, sore deafnéss.
elc., are cured w?l.hmt cuts

ting, or efrugging. It Is &
slinple contrivance, known as
the Actina Pocket Battery,
and through it the rnnmu
cure themselves in privacy of
their own homes. It not only
abolishes the buicheries and
torturous methods practiced
= by oeaillua ;ﬂ;i nlurhu. bug
at the same e perfects a positive and lasting cure,

General Alexander Hamilton, Tarrytown-on-the-
Hudson, N. Y., highly recommends “Actina."

Mr. F. W. Harwood, Springfield, Mass., says thal
“Actina" cured him of deafness of nine years' stand-

Ing. writes “Actina®

Mr. A. T. Howe, Tulley. N. Y.,
bas removed cataracts from both my eyes. I can

old.

Robert Baker, Ocean Beach, Cal., writes: I should
have been blind had I not used “Acting.”

A partyof prom:nent citizens have organized a com=
pany kuown as the New York aud London Electrio
Association, and they have given this method so
thorough a test on hundreds of cases proncunced in-
bie and hopeless that they now positively assure
a cure. “Actina’ is sent on trial postpaid. H‘{ou
will call, or send your name and address to the New
York and London Eleciric Association, Dept. 61 B,
#29 Walnut St., Kansas City, Mo, yon will receive,
ansolutely free, & valuable book—Frof. Wilson's “Trea-
tise on the Eye and on Liseases In General,” and you
our eyesight and hearing wil}

w many doctors have

can rest assured that
be restored, no matter

Homesin the South.

There are In the Southern MStates awalting de
ment thousands of acres of ull:ewmmu! farm lands

tiacts of all sizes, which can be purchased very cheap-
ly. They are productive, healthy, and close to
markets In ten States reached by the lines the

SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

For information about rtunities now avallable,
prices of hnd.chlmno?lulll.ac.. write o

M. V. RICHARDS,
Land and Industrial Agents. Washingion,
= D. 5.. Sentherm Rallway.

VENANGO CUT HAY WORKS
Cut and Baled Hay a Speciaity.

VENANGO, PA,

FOR SALE

Modern, up-to-date Water-power, slate roof,
three-story and basement

FLOURING MILL

In good town, situated on Erie Rail Road and
Meadville, Venango and Cambridge Spr
Traction line. Has capacity of 60 barre
flour. Buckwheat, rye. corn meal, and feed
outfit in addition. nipped for merchant
and custom work. Has established brands
flour and large custom trade. Bale fof fead
ﬂoduch at mill door. Also cut and baled
y plant on same lot; capacity, 30 tons.
Both plants running and geod condition,
Poor health reason lor selling.
For further informati n write L. @Gl

&NROE, Venaungoe, Crawford

» Pa.

read well without my glasses; am sixiy-five years °
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