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President Smith denies that any man

has been appointed to a high office in the
dmivh because he was a polygamist. Of
course. he was not appointed because he
was a polygamist, but it serins to have
been hard for him to get a place unless he
was.

Representative Moon (Pa.) has ln-
troduced a bill to amend the act of March
£, to include those totally disabled
\vh<^<> injuries wore near the shoulder or

hip joint, and tltose who have lost l»oth
f«et. The preamble of the bill says that
this will only benefit 121*1 persons, and will
com the first year .$32,830.

After a consideration of 41 hours the
jury j»t St. Louis brought in a verdict of
guilty as charged against Hon. J. R. Rttr-
ton. Senator from Kansas. The charge
was r-veiving a bri'te for his influence with
the Post Offiee Department. This is h

mournful blasting of the career of one of
the brightest young men in Kansas.

STRONG PROTEST A0AIN8T BARBARISM.
The Confederate veterans seem to be

f»rojMM-ly shocked at the barbarous scenes
wliieh have occurred at some of the lynch¬
ing.* in the Spurh. and the \V. K. liarks-
da!e Camp, I . C. V.. of Grenada, Miss.,
lias begun a crusade in this direction. At
ei ret cut meeting of the Camp, which was

largely attended, tire following resolutions
were unanimously adopted:
"First.That we are unalterably op¬

posed to the lynehing of a human being.
*ave j>erhaps for the one unmentionable!
crime.
"Second.That as Confederate veterans

and law abiding citizens of Mississippi
and of the 1'nited States, we are violently,
vehemently ami eternally opfwwed to the
practice of horning a human being for any
crime whatsoever.
"Third.That we appeal in thundering

tones to ail Confederate veterans, their
wives and daughters, ami to that great
and glorious organization, the Daughters
of the Confederacy, one and all, to arise
in their might and by preceflt and ex-
atopic, voice ami pen. moral force nud
influence, help put a stop to this diabol¬
ical. barbaric, unlawful, inhuman and uu-
godly crime of burning human beings.
"Fourth.That we heartily approve of

ami applaud the action of fjor. Varda-
man in his recent successful efforts to save
ft criminal from a mob bent on burning."

This is a beginning, at least.

PENSIO* FOR RAILWAY KAIL CLERKS.
Senator Penrose (Pa.) has introduced

a bill establishing a retirement or pension
fund for railway postal clerks. This pro¬
vides that any postal clerk who has been
in the 1'nited States Railway Mail Service
for a i>eriod of 20 years or longer, and who
has b«>en incapacited through ill health or
on accident, but who has attained the age
of (»."» years, shall be retired on full pay,
provided that no clerk so retired shall re¬
ceive more than $1,000 per annua). One
per cent of his monthly allowance shall lie
deducted and added to the fund. All
moneys realized from lines and penalties
imposed by the INist Office Department
upon railway postal clerks, shall be turned
iuto the fund. A Hoard of three officers
c»f the Post Office Department appointed
annually shall constitute a "Retiring
Hoard." Some provision of this kind is
certainly necessary for the meu who l>ear
the responsibilities and perform the dan¬
gerous duties of railway postal clerks. They
ore a superior class of men, must neces¬
sarily ls». and <lo their work under excep¬
tional difficulties, accompanied all the time
with more or less hazard, as in every colli¬
sion or derailment the postal car is gen¬
erally the one that suffers most. A j>eu-
fci«M» system for those who are broken down
either from doing their service or by acci¬
dent is therefore only decent justice.

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR.
"Much sensation has been made by cer¬

tain papers during the past week alstut
erents in the Ping Yang district, where,
it has been reported, the Russians anni-
Liluted the Japanese force, killing any-
«here from 1.0<>0 up. This is al>surd ou
tbe face of it. There has probably been a
Collision between the outposts in the
neighltorluMsl of An-ju, in which there has
fieen some slight loss, but tbe operations
there are not expected to be serious. It is
.limply the advance of the Japanese from
Pine Yank to the Yalu through the pass
of An-ju. which will probably result in
aome casualties between scouting parties
and the force stationed in the gap. The)
Japanese will not make a serious assault
upon the gap for the reason that they
can attack it in the tear quite readily from
the sea. Rays running up from the sea
cut the road back of An-ju at several
.jdaces. and the Japanese will undoubtedly
lake advantage of this.

Vastly more important is the desperate
stttempt made on the morning of Match
27 by Viee Almiral Togo to bottle up the
Russian fleet in Port Arthur. The Japa-
t»e-^e repeated their previous tactics in send¬
ing in tire ships behind a skirmish line of
torpedoboats. The Russians seem to have
Ireeu on the alert, and promptly discovered
the assault, which they repulsed by heavy,
weil-directrd fire, and then showed un¬
wonted spirit in delivering a counter-as-
*ault upon the Japanese, who avoided it
and sailed away. The Russians mani¬
fested greater spirit and aggressiveness
than ut any previous time, aud this ujist
complicate tiie situation for tlm Japanese.
Yhey cannot attempt any great laud op¬
erations until the Russian fleet at Port
'Arthur is neutralized in some way, either
>y being completely whipped out and
fowed. or bottled up in the harbor so that
the ships cannot get out at the Japanese
^raiisporta. _.

WHERE THE CREDIT IB DUE.
Unquestionably the late onW of the

Commissioner of Pensions would not have
been issued but for the action of The Na¬
tional Encampment at San Francis*-©, and
the earnest, well-directed efforts of Com¬
mander-in-Chief Black and the National
(». A. U. Pension Committee toward carry¬
ing out the directions of the National En¬
campment to secure from Congress the pas¬
sage of the Service Pension Bill. From the
moment of his entry into office Commander-
in-Chief John C. Black l>eg»n a determined
effort to carry out the mandate of the Na¬
tional Encampment, and his course was

dictated by the highest wisdom. Wherever
he wont, at nil meetings, soldier or other¬
wise, he pleaded the cause of the veterans
with convincing eloquence, and prepared
the public mind for the great measure of
justice which the Urand Army requested.
He appointed a most excellent Pension
Committee, with Comrade Chas. <}. Bur¬
ton, of Missouri, as Chairman. Comrade
Burton is not onlv :i Judge of high ability,
but he lias served in Congress, and did con¬

spicuously good work as a member of the
Pension Committee in preparing the in¬
dictment against Eva its which secured his
removal. Associated with him were Com¬
rades A. A. Taylor, of Ohio; John C. 1/ine-
han, of New Hampshire; H. E. Taintor, of
Connecticut; Bernard Kelly, of Kansas; L.
B. Raymond, of Iowa; and James Owens,
of New York City.all zealous, capable
men. devoted in the highest degree to the
interests of the Order and to the great body
of tin* survivors of the war of the rebel¬
lion.
At the meeting of the Committee held in

Washington, the desire of the veterans for
the Service Pension Bill was presented in
the b^ht jKissible way to the Senators a,nd
Representatives, and nothing was left un¬

done to convince them that this bill em¬

bodied precisely what the comrades wanted,
and that they were solidly united upon it.
The Grand Army of the Republic has never]
b< en better served than it has been since
the National Encampment by the comrades
we have named.

THE REAL QUESTION.
1 he real question involved in the present

proceedings in the Reed Smoot case is
whether the polygamist ring which now

governs the State of Utah shall be sus¬

tained in its attitude of rebellion to the
I nited Stat»«s in the matter of plural wives.
Joseph F. Smith, the President of the
( hurch, is a zealot of the stuff of which
old-time martyrs were made. IJe is a man
who would he burned at the stake rather
than give up his religion, and when he was

"called, set anart and sustained" as the
head of the Church, the Mormons said
anions themsclv««s:
"The fjord will now come into his own.

Joseph F. Smith will stand firm for all the
principles of his faith. The doctrine of
jH>lygainou* marriage is not to be aban¬
doned."
He is a Republican, but is » Mormon, a

"prophet, seer, and re vela tor" of the Mor¬
mon Church before anything else. In or¬

der to maintain their hold, the apostles who
rule the Church have laid it down firmly
that tlwir young men. who aspire to any
political office, must be firm, uncompromis¬
ing advocates of all the doctrines of the
Church to the last letter of their promulga¬
tion. For this reason they reward Smoot
with a seat in the Senate. He is one of
the l>est examples of the rising young Mor¬
mons. He luis a pleasing address, has l>een
a successful business man, and is a monog¬
amist. but duly obedient to the elders. If
he is seated it will !>e a great object-
lesson to the other young men. and help im¬
mensely to hold tin m in line. A very strong
faction of them, however, are hoping that
Smoot will be unseated, which will show
that the ruling ring has not the power that
it claims, and can not defy the United
States. If he is seated, it will be acknowl¬
edging that the Church oligarchy is su¬

preme in I'tah, and nobody can gainsay
what it may decide to do.
The most powerful influence in holding

the young men and women in line is the
declaration that any repudiation or aban¬
donment of the plural marriage idea will
stamp them as illegitimate. This, it is
claimed, would U> flying in the face of
revelations far older than those of Smith,
since the patriarchs of the Bible all had
plural wives.

LABOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE SOUTH.
The experience of the cotton-mill oper¬

ators in the South has developed a fact
that TJie National Tribune has frequently
alluded to. There are two distinct races
of whites in the South; one, generally
found iu the lowlands, is the real "poor!
white trash," the descendants of the pau¬
pers and convicts whom Euglatid trans¬
ported to this country at the time of the
first settlements, to work the lands, but
who proved enirely worthless. More than
1410 years later came another immigration
of a far higher character. It was made
up largely of Presbyterians, Baptists, Iu.
dependents, and other Dissenters, who
were opposed to the Church of England,
a Jul were forced out of the country at the
close of the several rebellions headed by
the Pretender. These, finding the lowlands
occupied, went back on the hills to what
is uow called the "Piedmont region."
There they bad to struggle with the for¬
ests, and all sorts of privations. They
had no schools and few churches, and the
result was their children grew up entirely
ignorant. But the stoc^ was good and
strong, and from this blood came the best
soldiers iu the Confederate army, as well
as many thousand L'uiou soldiers.
The cotton-mill ojMM-ators have discow

?.red that the lowland "poor whites" are
as uuteachable and unreliable as the ne¬

groes, while the "Piedmont" whites show
intelligence iu learning the work and a

great deal of character in sticking to their
tasks and executing them honestly. They
evince a real desire to learn, and also to
make themeselves comfortable homes, so
that there is a very decided improvement
manifested iu the social condition all
around where the mills are located.

PORT ARTHUR
Fuller descriptions of Port Arthur reveal

that it has an exceedingly indefensible i>osi-
tion from a laud attack, and must fall as
soon as the Japanese make the movement
against it which they are preparing. The
long I.iaotung Peninsula terminates in a
small peninsula, which is an irregular bit
of rock and barren country, nearly 40 miles
long and 10 miles wide at its widest place.
I'pou this, at the best harbor, is Port
Arthur, around which are five other places
which afford good anchorage and conse¬
quently can be used for the landing of
troops. The neck of land which connects-
this smaller peninsula with the larger is
but two miles wide, and therefore easily
cut across by a land force. The Russians
have tried to fortify the peuinsnla. but have
not succeeded in making it at all defensi-

ble. The extent to be fortified is too great.
for any ordinary system. There is but one
line of defences around the land side of the
fort, and on this the forts are too far apart
and otherwise isolated to make them
mutually supporting- When the Japanese
took Port Arthur before it was not defend¬
ed at all on the laud side. The Russians
talk quite largely about making a desperate
defense, hut it does not seem possible that
they ean do so, and, a* we have said before,
it would only seem necessary for the Jap¬
anese to oocnpy some part of tlie narrow
peuiusula in its rear, to cotni»cl it to fall
by starvation, without the necessity of an
actual assault.

THE TWO-THIRDS RULE IN THE DEMO¬
CRATIC CONVENTION.

The two-thirds rule has been potent for
good and bad in all the National IVmo-
cratic Conventions. It was what split the
Democratic party at Charleston, and pre¬
vented Stephen A. Douglas from petting
the nomination. It is feared now it will
work for harm. It is j»ossiblc that Will¬
iam J. ISryan may enter the Convention
with a compact minority of one-third or
more, and so dictate rtie nomination. There
has 1k»ou much earnest consultation among
the Democratic lenders as to the propriety
of forestalling it by al»olishing the two-
thirds rule and making a majority suffi¬
cient. At present it seems as if this will
not he done, hut that the time-honored
rule will he maintained. It is not l>elieved
that Bryan can control one-third of the
delegates, hut that New York and the
South will have suffieient strength to be
able to make the nomination without suc¬
cessful opposition. If this be so, it looks
brighter for Judge Parker's candicacy.
Tarnmany has lieeu defeated in New York,
which is a black eve for the Hearst boom
and presumably for Ititan's control. The
present scheme is to have New York and
the Solid South dominate the next Na¬
tional Democratic Convention, and it looks
as if an arrangement to that effect had been
brought about. The Convention will con¬
sist of twice as many delegates as there are
Senators and Representatives, with two
delegates each from the Territories, District
of Columbia, and Hawaii. Whether they
will admit delegates from Porto Rico is
a question. This will make a meml>cr*hip
of about JWW. The following gives the
strength of the proposed combination :

New York T8
Alabama
1Waware <»
Arkansas 18
Florida R|<Jeorgin -.»
Kentucky .20
Louisiana 18
Maryland 10
Mississippi '
Missouri 30
North Carolina 24
South Carolina Is
Tennessee 2-J
Texas *»0
Virginia 24
West Virginia 14

Total 416
This, it is true, does not give a ma¬

jority to the Convention, but it is calcu¬
lated that New Jersey and New England
will certainly follow the lead of New
York, which will give the following num¬
ber additional:

Connecticut 12
Maine r 1-
Massachnsetts 32
New Hampshire 8
New Jersey 24
Vermont 8
Rhode Island 8

Total 104
This will make a total of Ti20 and a clear

majority of the Convention, and be suffi¬
cient for all purposes in controlling pre¬
liminary organization, dominating the
body, and thus making sure of having the
necessary two-thirds of the delegates who
are seated.

MR. CLEVELAND ON THE NEW ORDER.
Some of ex-President Cleveland's

friends called upon him at Princeton, N.
J.. March 18, to congratulate him upon
the attainment of his G7th birthday. When
asked for his views ou the recent order
of Commissioner Ware, he said:

'"I have noticed that the Commissioner
has merely construed the law so as to
make the reported change. So far as I
can see, I believe the changes to be in
keeping with the law.''
This suggests two thoughts. The first

is that Mr. ilevelaud always recognized
the rightfulness of a service pension, and
his only objection to it was that it was

premature; which, as that objection was
made in 1888.10 years ago.preserves his
consistency in believing that the time is
now ripe for some such legislation.
As to his admission that the order ig in

keeping with the law. we wish very much
that he could have taken this view when
Commissioner I.ocbren, at his order, so
maladministered the law to cut off the
pensions of tens of thousands of veterans
and to cut down the rates of hundreds
of thousands more. At that time The Na¬
tional Tribune strenuously insisted that
the law read the same as it reads to-day,
but that it was being r>erverted by the
prejudices of the Commissioner to the in¬
estimable injury of those whom it was in-
tended to l»enetit. If Mr. Cleveland could
have been persuaded to take the same
liberal view of the law in 189(1 that he
does to-day, it would have been a great
deal better for his reputation as well as an
incalculable l>enetit to the tens of thous-1
auds of veterans who have died since then
bereft of what was properly theirs by a
too-harsh interpretation of a generously
remedial law.

CONSTRUING THE ORDER.
The Pension Rureau officials are busily

engaged in working out the details of the
execution of the order which is to go into
effect April 13. The first thing that con¬
fronts them is the following section of the
Revised Statutes:

"Section 4098.Except in cases of
permanent sjiecifir disabilities, uo increase
of i>ensiou shall be allowed to commence
prior to the date of the Examining Sur¬
geon's certificate establishing the same,
made under the pending claim for increase,
and in this, as well as all other cases, the
certificate of an Examining Surgeon or of
a Hoard of Examining Surgeons shall be
subject to the approval of the Commis¬
sioner of Pensions."

This seems to Yhake it imperative that
every one now on the rolls who desires to
receive an increase proportionate to age,
shall be obliged to file an a|g|lication which
must be dated after April 13, 1904, and
undergo an examination. Of course, those
not now on the rolls will have to take the
examination anyway, and specify their
ages in their claims. It would also seem
elear that in the future those who have re¬
ceived a rating for one age must, upon ar¬
riving at a higher age, file a new Applica¬
tion, and submit to Auother examination.

It is fair to say that many able lawyers
say that Section 4,098*4, having been
passed many years prior to the Act of June
27, 1890, has no influence open It, and
need not be regarded.

'iKleog fhortyandtheirtomradesi*a*4$
en JohnnyGameMatchingHome.M

OiU'TmfiHT, 1903, BY THK PUBLISHERS OF THK NATIOXAI. Tr.IRl.VF.
Si. Shorty, Thair Wives and the Adjutant
Start for $iohmond to Meet the Regiment.
Si ami Shorty were not built for anv

extended period of idleness. So matter ir
that idleness was glorified by a lioneymoo-
with their young wives; no matter if i<
*ere diversified by sight-seeing in sneh ai
interesting city as Washington.
Never before had they done nothing fo

so long a period in all their lives. Even
during their protracted stay in camp at j
Murfreesboro and Chattanooga there wn>
something all the time to make them feel
that their muscular and mental energies
were Inking turned to good aecouut. When
they were not fixing up their camp or drill¬
ing. they were working on the fortifications
or wonting.
Now, when the warm Spring sun was

waking all nature to life and activity, set¬
ting men's mind a-ferment with plans and
projects, it was very hard for Si and
Shorty to content themselves with eating
three boarding-house meals a day, and sit¬
ting aiound the house or walking the
It? of tl\c t^e. with no definite

<J >jec t as to how they shonhl employ the
day or he next, or any fnture day.

i » L- n 1 wnnt to &° UI» to the Cap-to! Si yawned, after breakfast tme fine

question* ** unabel Impounded the usual

\N hat shall we do to-dav?"
UuTL^M lo the front d'oor, and gazingKths.sl> mcr the tide of soldiers pressingthrough the streets, over the camps crown-
mg nearly every hill in sight, let his eves
! p longingly on a distant hillside across

J,'*' a^w,'u ,n Maryland, where some
men could Is* se<>n plowing, and others
burning brusli and cleaning up the fields.

a«, I don t want to go to the Capitol/'
he related. "I'm nick and tired of sitting
tl£ 1U ,°n J rr^'j;0^ sont?- om< faring

Ion. .lubilum Snicklefritz spout and
thunder as it the world's coming to an end.
and he was the only man who eonld save
1 . w lule everybody else is reading news¬
papers or writing letters, or telling funny
¦tones.and the darkies sleep and suore in
the galleries."

.
^Ie« too. add»'d Shorty, coining out bv

his Side. pipe in mouth. "I'm dead tired
of hearing that Clerk call the roll. Great
.Idiosepbat. he wouldn't lie worth three
cents as an Orderly-Sergrant. The regi¬
ment would he formed and half-way to the
vim K'0H'° h(' through the roster.
Why d«»n t they send to the 200th Ind.
r an Orderly-Sergeant that's got some

snap to him to call their old roll, and save
a weeks tune every dav?"

"No. and I ( don't want to eo to the
Smithsonian neither," added Si. "I'm
2 wf'T1 forever of the birds and
reptiles I already seen there. And I
don t want fo gh to the White House and
shake han/fs wjrth Andv Johnson. From

& 1 ",i"k rv" t,,at

"And I donWant to go up to the Treas¬
ury. again, and see all that counterfeit
money, and the plates and dies they've cap¬
tured and; he^ that old fellow drone
through bis lecture. as he brings out his
treasures. One flrfter another, and turns over
the leaves M hi* rogues' eallery in his pho¬tograph album/' added Shorty

' I'd giv<¥ siX hHs to I* in the place of
that fellow over there who's holding that
ntor, murmured Si. "Even if it does
ki.-k pretty ImumI at -times. I'd like to feel
once more just how it goes to haTe a plow
kick m». '

, hj
I wonder wliere the old reeiment is

anyway' muttered Shorty. "Hello, here
comes the Adjutant."

After ther greetings were over the Ad¬
jutant said:

''Say. lioys. I'll tell you what I came
down for. I g«,t n<MVH JaHf njjs,|t t|jat fhp
regiment was near Petersburg, and would
ptoliaoly be in Richmond to-morrow or

netj day: certainly by the end of the week.
I«et K all go down to Richmond to meet it.
I have seen the officer who has charge of
the railroad to Richmond. He is an old
friend, and gave ine transportation at once
for nil of us.
"What, can we take the girls?" in¬

quired Si.
"C-ert That's what I trilled out," an¬

swered the Adjutant, who naturally drop¬
ped into slanc wlien he was feeling well.

I want awfully to see Richmond, and this
country oyer which the Araiv of tlie Poto¬
mac has lieen fighting all

'

these years
< ome. get your garbage on. We haven't
must tune before the train goes. I've or¬
dered a lunch, which will Ik- all we want
till we get to Richmond."
'".' w* to RMiianmir ojaculotw]

r «» t. V' remember right, tlie Armv
of the Potomac had to take a great many
lunches between Washington and Ricli-

far iK «t to Richmond, any-

Only nisHit 120 miles." answered the
Adjutant. "Not nearly so far as from
» 'Vm to N«Khville. or from Nashville
to< Chattanooga. or from Chattanooga to
Atlanta. Hut., f.reat Cesar's ghost, the
wa v they did crowd the fighting into about
a doaan Counties. They put a treble coat
on every inch of the country. The rebel*
put the l>e«t they had in there, and did
their puniest They had to. The heart
and brains of the Confederacy were in
Richmond, and hail to 1m» guarded, no mat¬
ter what happened to the limbs, at which
we wore lacking.
e

there * such n tiling as resurrection
of the Itody the army of men that will rise
up from down in that country will darken
the sup on Resurrection Morn. I am
curious to see Bull Run. Manassas, the
Rapidau. < ulpeper Court House. Orange
Court House, and tlie other places we
have been reading about for the last four
years, where they used to have a fight everv
change of tlie moon." '

;;i'd like to see it. too." said Shorty.
* oh say. Adi. it's onlv 120 miles from

Washington to Richmond?"
"About that. And nearlv all the fighting

took place hi less than half that distance.
Nay about as much country as our little
camoaten airainst Tullahoma."

Well, it II Is* worth while seeing a
country no bigger than a Metholist preach¬
er* circuit thaVd hold two armies of 100,-
WH) men each .lacking against on* another
for four ,w?h PS. They must'ye tramped
down the crass nretty Udly, to say the
least, ventured. Si.
"They n>us*-Wiave hail Mission Ridges.

Lookout Mountain*. Buzzard Roost Cans,
and such tdiingft almost everywhew to've
held the country as long as tliev did," sug¬
gested Shortv..

"No. as(.far ias I know Nature didn't
leave any uf Jjiose stubs and stump-ends
of her wock aryuud to bother us. and help
the rebels I Uej country is fairly open apd
clear sanjj thu Adjutant. "As we learned
out Hest.vit fcasu't, after all. the rw-ks
aud mountains that gave us the worlds of
trouble, bul the men behind them. A real
fighting ma* can make more out of 0 corn-
furrow than some other man can out of a
mountain a*thousand feet high. But hurry
up. We've no time to waste in discussing
fireogiaphv. We can do that better while
the train is lying on a switch."
They got abroad tlie train in good time.

The cars were well filled with sol¬
diers eoing back to their regiments. Quar¬
termasters and their employees going out
to gal her up and dispose of (Government
pronerty; Surgeons and their attendants
on duty at the hospitals still scattered over
the wide ok tent of fighting ground, and citi¬
zens. Many of these latter were tourists,
curious to see the country aud the scenes
of the terrible battles. Many were busi-
neaa men from Baltimore. Philadelphia,

a»d Bo*ton, ffoing South to re¬
establish. as far as possible, their old trade
connections, and look after investments
made Wore tlie war. Many were specula¬
tor*, keen for ~ opportunities for "hi*
money in sacrificed Government property
aud in lot* of tobacco, cotton, rosin, t«T
an£ turpentine.

1 5tiU more .wew «!eefc, Lealtbj-looklnr1

.young men, recently released from the
prisons at Camp Chase, Elmira, Point
Lookout, and elsewhere, who were making
Vir way back home on transj>ortation fin¬
ished b.v the Government. They were all
>:nfortably dressed and shod, though each
till wore some part of his Confederate uni-
orm, ami each one carried a big roll of
lovernment blankets, and more or less oth-
r property which would be of great use at
orae.
The Adjutant had preempted four seats

n the center of the car, where the riding
ould be the easiest over the rough road.

Phese were turned to face each other, and
lie party settled down to comfortable sight-
e^iug.
The train rolled off through the uninvit¬

ing precincts of South Washington to the
'ong causeway of piles stretching over the
wamps on both sides of the Potomac.
"This is the famous Ixmg Bridge," the

\djutaut remarked. "The war in this
region really began on the morning of May
24. 1861, right over there on the Virginia
bore, when the column under Col. Will-
ox, of the 1st Mich., drove off the reb»*I
tickets and marched down to Alexandria
to meet Col. Ellsworth, who went down the
river on boats. I suppose that altogether
nearly 1,000,000 men have marched over
'his bridge, of whom much more than 100,-
000 now sleep in Virginia clay."

"Wi <i4 soma mtthi of that kind of
duty oo the forts around Murfreesboro," Bi
reminded him.

"I know we did. but that was after the
first fit of bat tie-fever had been worked off
us by several hard engagements, and we
had been brought down to a sober sense
of real soldiering and the value of earth¬
works. These fellows had to begin at the
other end, and instrad of fighting build a
lot of forts that never were auy use. It
must have frightfully discouraged many
thousands of eager young fellows, who
had come out to fight and die, if need he,
to have to put in dreary months of working
like Irish immigrants on a railroad grade,
and that for only $13 a month. No won¬
der they sickened and went to the hospital.
I had some of that experience myself. I
was at school in Pennsylvania when the
fall for three years men was made, and we
immediately organized a company among
the students. We all felt awfully solemn
when we put our names down, for the first
battle of Hull Run had just been fought,
and the couutry was ringing with the
stories of the terrible fighting and slaugh¬
ter there. We expected to be sent right
down into Virginia, and in a week or two
at the furthest we should be in just such
another fight as Bull Run. except that we
had sworn to win the battle, or die on the
field. We could think of nothing else, talk
of nothing else. We were filled with won¬
der and dread of what was going to happen,
and how we should meet the terrible in¬
evitable. . Every mile nearer that we got to
Washington the more solemn we grew, and
we exchanged instructions with one another
as to what should he done if one was killed
and the other spared.
"At Washington they sent us right across

into Virginia, and put us into camp in a
place that we passed a little ways bark.
This seemed to confirm all our gloomy an¬
ticipations. We shivered as we awakened
the next morning, and fell into line to an¬
swer roll-call. It was a dark, gloomy morn¬
ing, just the day, we thought, for many

.*Td give six bits to be in THE PLa
THAT rLOW./'

That ought to tuuke it very sacred soil,
whatever it was before" remarked Marin,
who was taking in everything with deep
interest. Just think how* many young
-sweethearts aud husbands tliere fliust have
beeu among them, and liow manv broken¬
hearted girls there must be back at home.'
And she gave a little sigh of secret con¬

tent that I* ate had been so much kinder
to her than to many of her sisters.

you young ladies haven't any¬
thing to complain of," said the Adjutant.
Not two girls in 10,000 have got such bus-

bands as yours. But think of poor me. I
had to go through the war without anv
sweetheart to watch and wait for me and
welcome me back."
"Too bad, Adj/ laughed Si. "Couldn't

yon even get up a sweetheart through the
'I orres|K»ndence wanted' columns of the
papers?"

"I tried tliat oven. The first letter I
wrote I forgot myself, and put 'AdjV af¬
ter my signature. The girl mistook it for
agent aud wrote back wratbfullv that she
thought she was corresponding with a gen¬
tleman, and who'd write his letters him-
stlf, and not hire an agent to do it. She
didut think much, any how. of a man who
sjs'lt agent 'Adj't.' That discouraged me."

. Yoll ,,Br5U"e UP A«t'rely too easily,"
laughed Maria. "Faint heart, you know."

"O, after I saw you young ladies," an¬
swered t1m* Adjutant, with a great show of
sadness, 4,I had no farther heart for it.
I he Sergeants aud Colonels have caught
all the really first-class girls, and I can't
be satisfied with any ot&r."

j311^ s'r>" «aid Maria gravely.
'Wed get up and make courtesy, if the
car didn't pitch so, and threaten to throw
us on our noses if we tried it. We've a

young sister out at home who isn't bespoke
yet.

^"Yes," broke in Shorty, "if you like the
samples you see so well, come out home,
and look over the stock still on hand."

"I'll take the address and do so/* an¬
swered the Adjutant gravely, as he made a
memorandum in his note book. "Well, here
we -»re in Alexandria.old Alexandria, a

town that was bigger to the people in
<*eorge Washington's time than Baltimore!
or Philadelphia are to us. They say the j
war killed if. but. CJreat Scott, it had gone |
to seed long before the war was thought
of. Look out there: you can't see a build¬
ing anywhere less than 50 years old."
"Mont of the moss on those roofs we see

was growing when Jeff Davis was in
roundabouts," confirmed Shorty.

.
"What really killed Alexandria." con¬

tinued the Adjutant, "was the building of
railroads and big ships. The railroads car¬
ried the grain and other produce to Balti¬
more or Philadelphia, where big ships
could come in and take it across the ocean
much cheaper than the little oues. Alex¬
andria was dying 40 years ago. when tliev
thought the cause was that the city had
been separated from Virginia. So tliev
got an act through Congress giving
Alexandria back to Virginia, but the place
went on drying up worse than ever, while
Baltimore and Philadelphia were growiug.
Right over there you can see the old church
that Washington used to attend. That
building there with a cupola is Jackson J
hotel, where Ellsworth was killed. At the
depot where we stop is where the 1st Mich,
surprised and captured a companv of ivbel
cavalry, which was quite a little feat for)
infantry at that stage of the war, or anv
other."

"I should say so." remarked St. "But
those Michigan boys were all dandies. I
tell you. Never was l»etter soldiers than
them Wolverine* in our brigade."
"Look at that fort up there." continued

the Adjutant, as the train left Alexandria,
and began running ut> the vallev of Cam¬
eron Run. toward Manassas. That fort
was one of the first built, and it was one
of the strongest in ttye whole chain around
W aslunsrton. You see it commends from
that high hill this whole creek vallev. It
cost an immense amount of work to build
Whenever I look at any of these big forts
around Washington, I sigh to think how
much patriotic ardor they must have sweat
out of the young fellows who had to build
them. Ardent young men, full of heroic
determination encounter the euemles of
the country upon the field of battle. en¬
listed and were rushed off here to Wash¬
ington. expecting to be immediately led to
the bloody conflict. Their fathers, mot hers
and sweethearts mentally followed them
with beating, anxious hearts, believing that
the next news would be that they were
dead, wounded, or had performed some
shining deed. Instead, tliev were camped
out on these hiljg, and tor weeks and

with working
with Pick, choral and wheelbarrow oft these
red cfay banks. '

ICE Off THAT FELLOW WHo'i HOLDING
MUKMURED 81.

of us to end our earthly careers. We ate
our breakfast in introspective silence, with
much mental bracing up for the awful
ordeal. Presently *« were called into line
again, and saw some men following mofficer, coming up. They were carryingbundles of something white, and a thou¬
sand conjectures flashed through us astowhat fearful things this might mean. The
officer stopped in front of our Captain andsaid: .

," 'Captain, I want you to give one of
these sacks to each of your men. and then
march them over to that freight car you
wee there. Let each man put one of thoseshot in his bag, sling it over his shoulder,
and carry it up the hill to that fort they'rebuilding up there.' He pointed to the fortI showed you as we came out, and con¬
tinued: 'Now, I must ask you to work
lively, for we want to get those cars back
to Washington for more ammunition.' That
was our first duty upon the hostile soil ofVirginia. All that day and the next, andthe day following, we plodded up and downtliat long, steep hill, through a dismal, per¬sistent rain, carrying those shot from the
tars to the fort. Then we were relieved todrill a few days and rest, and next were
set to work digging ditches and wheeling-thc clay up on to the high parapets.Imagine all that stevedore's work for a lotof high-stepping, soft-lianded young stu¬
dents who had laid down their books in
expectation of being at once led in furious
bayonet charges upon the embattledenemies of the Republic. They had a lotof old fossils from the Engineer Corps ofthe Regular Army in charge of construct¬ing the fortifications around Washington.They were men unfit for field service by
age. or lack of vim, ambition or loyalty,and they treated us like slaves."

'"No Engineer officer knows shuck* about
commanding troops," said Si. "^e had
an experience with one.Co!. Bouesteel."

"Hello, did you know old Bonesteel?"
"If you will remember, lie was the manthat we came up the Tennessee Riverwith?"
"That is so. I had forgotten. T\ell, heis here in town now, and blows no_ endabout his 'campaign/ as he calls it. You'dthink he had conducted about as big opera¬tions as <Jen. Sherman and had been shotall to pieces."
."He accidentally got one little scratch.","You'll have to tell me all about it again,and I'll call him down hard some day.for he's an insufferably vain old ass, andI owe him a grudge for the unfeeling wayhe treated us when he was in command outliere. Those old duffel's could not recog-nizp anv difference between the well-rearedcollege bovs and the toughs that used tohave to do fatigue duty in the RegularArmy. Pretty soon a full half of the corn-

pany was in the hospital, I among thein.
I ran down so low that my life was onlysaved by my father coming on and getting
me discharged and taking me home. As
soon as I got up again. I was given a
commission in our regiaient, and the rest
you know. We must be <*>ming pretty
near Bull Run by this time."

"That's Bull Run right ahead there,where you see that steep bank rising." said
a passenger in the next seat, a good-looking
young man dressed in well-worn Confed¬
erate gray, and evidently a released pris¬
oner. He had a bigger roll of U. S.blankets than the others, and besides had
a pair of new shoes, a quantity of brighttinware, and other personal property fast¬ened to his roll.

,,"So that's Bull Run. is it? Thank you.said the Adjutant, as he aud the boysstudied the precipitous banks with interest,while the train labored slowly up the heavygrade. "It could be made a very uglyproposition with a lot of eood soldiers, such
as you beheld it." He added this in a kind¬
ly, complimentary tone.
"Ugh. don't call me a soldier." said the

man with a shudder. "I was behind Bull
Run at the first battle, and was in everyfight afterward, until I was wounded ami
taken prisoner at Spotsylvania on the 1-th
of Mav. But I'm no soldier any more, yonbet. i'm a citizen, a citizen of the United
State*, if theyll let me be, and ask 110 ques¬tions. I'm so tired of everything about
the army that I wish I could never hear
the word soldier again. I got through at
Gettysburg. Lota of us did, though we had
to keep on fighting for more than a year
afterward. We kuew that if we couldu t
wliip the Yankees then, with all that we
had gathered up for a last effort, we never
could. Lee's army would never again be
aa good as it was then. I wanted to quit
then, and even many of the officers did, wit
old Jeff insisted upon keeping up the war.
in hopes of wearing the Yankees out V\e
W6r^ wearing out ouwrivw All tlw I i
good deal faster than they were, and I was

really <1*4 when Uaaoock cefcMai m I..
tfce whole of Johasons MvMw-ttel
moraine, it got u« out oI a bad scrap*
fcoaorabiy, and 1 vm quite willing to stay
out. 1 did a powerful Jot of thinking
while I was ia prison, and my thinking
was helped along by talking to the guardsand citixens, and what i could see of the
Northern country. I'm going back bone
to gather un my folk*. and an soon as I can
raise money enough I'm going to more out
Went, where I'll never another old fort
or breastwork, or anything to remind me ot
four yean of my life thrown away in try¬ing to do something that I'm now mightygiad wasn't doue. Let these ftolitknaustalk as much as they please about being
conquered and subjugated. I don't feci
conquered or subjugated as long as I'm
allowed all the rights that every other nan
has. and I'm told that's what we will be.'
"You certainly will, according to tin-

terms agreed upon between <>r*nt aixiI^ee," said the Adjutant, his heart warm¬
ing up toward the man. "You are goinxto be treated just as fair as we know how.*

Si uud Shorty echoed the Adjutant's a<
surances. but Maria aud Annabel held
aloof. They could not understand the
ready fratcrnizatiou of men who had onl>lately been grappling with one another in
murderous hate.
The train reached Manassas Junction

and ran on to a side track, as if for a pro¬longed wait.
**1 tell jou," said the Adjutant, with a

glanee over the scarred, treeless, devastated
landscape. "this blasted country looks s<
lean and famished tliat it makes me hungi.\all through. I/et's Itave luneh. Roys gel
out those baskets there. Mrs. Elliott, 1
am going to ask you to act a* hosteaa an«i
do the honors of Uie table. My brave but
misguided Southern brother." he continued
addressing the ex-prisoner, "we shall b<-
very glad to have you join us. and we'll
begin clasping hands across the blood \
chasm over the festive board.*'
"Thank you.** said the ex-Confederate

cordially. "I shall Itc very glad to. f
have developed quite a partiality for I'nited
States victuals, and this is prolmbljr the
last chance I'll have at Ihetn for some
time."
Maria said nothing, as she went on un¬

packing and settiug out the sumptnou-
provender the Adjutant had provided. but
her looks showed that if it had been her
table, the rebel would not have been iu
rited.

(To be continued.)

ORIENTAL COMMISSARIATS.
A vital element in the war now going

on between Russia and Japan is the ability
of the combatants to supply great armies
at a distance from their bases. The Rus
slans have this trouble to fare at once. t\>

they are thousands of miles from their Eu
ropeau depots, while the Japanese will
have to encounter it as soon as they* les\<
the seacoast, and advance inland.
The Russian army system is based upon

the corj#s, which is about 4.">,l»rt0 men and
supposed to be accompanied by -2.400
wagons. The soldier is supposed to carry
two days' rations on his person with two
days more in the regimental trains, and
from two to four days in the divisional
trains. At the end of lhat time it Is sup¬
posed that other supplies can he drawn
from the surrounding country or from tlie
base. This is all very well in tlieorr. but
in practice it has not worked out at all
well, owing to the corruption and ineffi¬
ciency which seem inseparable from the
Russian administration. These are so glar¬
ing that it is believed that nobody hnt a
Russian soldier would endure them. lie
is patient, faithful, dag-like in his Attach¬
ment to the Czar, and he submits to starva¬
tion. nakedness, and other troubles, merely
murmuring: "Ah, if the Czar only knew."
The Russian soldier seems to lack the
ability to look out for himself such as the
western European manifests. When food
is not issued to him, he ia at a loss where
to get it and will starve before thinking
of going foraging. This accounts in some
measure for the astonishing mortality of
Russian troops when off their own soil.
They die off like sheep with the rot when¬
ever they are ont of Russia. Possibly they
do not do much better in Russia, but there
nothing is known of it.
The best thing about the Russian rom-

missaiiat system is the great number of
good horses, in which respect they wnrpas<
any European nation. Russia is full ot
horses, and whatever horses can do toward
gettiug forward rations is done. As the
Russian soldier is supplied with the
coarsest kind of food it is therefore very
bulky, and it requires an enormous weight
to support him in anything like decent con

dition. .

On the other hand, the Japanese ar»

light, alert, resourceful soldiers, wlio ar

on the lookout »" the time for something
to eat, and whj can make a little go t

great way. They do not have much of :

baggage train, but pick up everything it
the country through which they pass-
coolies. hand-carts, sail-carts.anything
that will carry rations and take tb*a
along. These vehicles arc so light tha
they will pass over roads where beev.
wagons would stall.

In the Pekin Campaign, tlte Europeai
officers were astonished at the speed whic
the .Tapane.se forces made, aud bow wel
they kept themselves supplied. The Jap
anese soldier carries two cooked rations o

rice, in addition to six emergency rations
The rice has been boiled aud dried in th<
sun, so that its weight is trifling. Former!j
he lived on rice and salt fish, but the Mili«
tary Commission appointed to examine into
the physical inferiority of the Japanese
troops to those of Europe, decided that
beef and beer were great agents in build¬
ing up Western soldiers, so that nowa¬

days the Japanese soldier receives a cer¬

tain amount of these articles with hi*
rations.

Not What She Expected.
(The Children's Visitor.)

An English lord was recently dining
with a family in New York. The hostess'
little girl sat opposite the lord and stared
soleinuly.
"Are you an English lord, really and

truly, sir?" she said at last.
"Yes,** he answered, laughing, "really

and truly."
"I never saw an English lord before,"

she said. "I've always wauted to.**
"And now you're satisfied, aren't you?"

said the young man, gayly.
"No, I'm not satisfied,*' responded the

little girl. "I'm disappointed.

Science Notes.
The Scotia J?y*ientific Expedition has

fouud the Antarctic depths almost as great
as the highest peaks. The deepest sound¬
ing wits fatlioms, or feet.
The process of extracting radium is be-

iug constantly improved, and now it takes
about one mouth to get the ore ready for
laboratory work, where it formerly took
three. It takes altont 730 tons of ore to
produce about one-fifth of an ounce of ra¬
dium.

Poor Enaslat
The London eabmau is noted for his

up-to-date repartee. One of them sileucoi
a not Iter of his kind the other day by
shouting: "You fit to drive a keb! Whjr,
you ain't fit to command a Russian bat¬
tleship. yon ain't!"

Bnelllag Reform.
(Cornell Widow.)

There was ouce a fellow named ScUuiidt,
Who chanced by a dog to be bchidt.

He went for a ceur
To Doctor Pasteur,

But iu vain, for he died ia a fchidU


