- leading the paeck mules in onr marches

_ideas of Heaven.

" official position with the Colonel.
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Flack Bob and His Son P'Simmons.
Black Bob was the Surgeon’s striker.
and I"simmons, his son, occupied the same
hey
were “contraband of war” “grafted ontu
the army” during the Summer campaign
of 1%t3. They earned transportation,

over the mountains, grooming the otlicers’
horses, toting wood and water in camp,
cooking the scamiy rations of coffee and
bacon that were rationed out to us from
the supply train occasionally, and when
the rebel eavalry under Wlheeler and For-
rest raided in our rear and fed their
hungery troopers on our sapplies, leaving
the highways blockaded with dead mules
and burned wagons, Bob and Psimmons
had o hustle for roasting-ears and black-
berries to feed the field and staff, and a
stray shoat and a few chickens now and
then, to relieve the monofony, made the
corners of our heaits leak great streams of
gratitivde to the foragers.

Headquarters mess always 8aimed that
Black Bob was a “prize nigger,” to use
common, every-day army slang; but when
lie gave roast pig for dinner he was re-
warded with the title “Black DPrince.”
Some housckeeper away back in Middle
Tennessee, where we adopted DBob, had
contribirted to our outfit a bake Kettle, that |
held, when full. at least half a bushel, and
it was a field day in our lives when it con-
tained a nice fat sheoat and sweet pota-
toes,

FFearing lest some of the mess have for-
gotten how it was done, I will give you the |
recipe. First be sure the shoat is dead:
then put him in the kertle, set the kettle
on a heap of hot coals, and put more hot
coals abont the sides and on top, and when
the meat is nearly done fill all the vacant
spaces inside with sweet potatoes, then
more hot coals, and blow the dinner ecall
Then when the Colonel and his hungry
stuff collect about with their tin plates and
gold-band appetites, lift the cover and
season the banquet with a pint, more or
less., of monutain dew, and if that is not
handy, commissary whisky will do, turned

was a hot and wordy one, but all was for-
zotten that night over a game of clieckers
and a canteen of “dew,” at which time the
shouts of laughter amd merriment were
ringing away across the river aml heawd
by the Johnnies, whose pickets said: “The
Yanks mnst be having a right smart of
licker—they feel so gay.”

Black Bob explained the ecaunse of the
trouble that evening to one of the Lienten-
ants in this manner: “You see, Massa, ['se
a old niggalh vow, but de time was when
I was yonng and peart, and I coted an’
married a likely gal; sho' nuff yon onght
to see dat gal dat ar' time; =he was a
powerful fine woman, but she's gittin ole
like me, now, Well, "bout onece evvy Sum-
mer deres a pickaninny cum to us regnlar
a8 de sezun, an' dat’s de way it was 'til
dere’s so many it bodder me to find names
to know ‘em by, an’ I ¢lar to man, 1 ecan’t
connt dem chilluns; but massa he keep ‘em

in a bizg book, so dat don't bodder me.
Well, dat goes on likely like 'til dere

A Bohem!an Comrade.

Comrade T. J. Rohann, of Ladysmith,
Wis,, writes: “l1 was born in Bohemia,
Dec. 7, 1842, 1 came to this country in
1854. In the Fall of '539 1 started to learn
the harness trade, but in the Spring of
'60 found that the indoor work would not
agree with me, so I quit and started to
learn the ecarpenter's trade, where I
worked till the Spring of 1862, when 1
quit in order to enlist, but being under age
my mother protested. 1 did not give it up,
but worked aronnd nuutil harvest, when
two of the boys of the town rode up to the
field where I was at work to tell me they
wonld have a meeting that night, Aug. ]4.
to organize a company. I was right with
them, but not being able to organize there,
six of us drove to Oshkosh next morning
and enlisted in Co. 13, 21st Wis., Angz, 15,
G2, We were mustered into the U, S,
service Sept. 5, amd Sept. 11 left for Cov-
ington, Ky. From there we were ordered
to Lonisville, Ky. We started on our
mwarch after Bragg Oct. 1, and Oct. 2 1
was taken down with typhoid fever, but
kept with the company till we got o
Bloomfield, Ky., where I was left about
two days before the battle of Perryville.
I returned to my company in abont four
weeks, overtaking the regiment at Bowling
CGireen, and was in every battle (about 20)
with the regiment alter that, with many
skirmishes chipped in between, until the

battle of IPeach Tree Creek, Ga., July 20,
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eveuly over the pig. He is in Paradise.
Ol! those happy days, with their appetites |
for roast pig and ne dyspepsia anywhere |
about the camp. OL! Black Bob, prince
of eovks, where art thou now? Outside, |
you were but an angular. bony speeimen
of the colored Ameviean, Inside, you were
a man fresh from nature, a believer in
hearts, a color lover, and in rank a Major-
General—when it eame to roast pig.

And P'simmons, his son and lientenant
abour camp, was a half-grown yonth with
a complexion like an overripe plum; his
eyes, like young turnips, rolled and Ianghed
at every one who passed; and when he
laughed his mouth diselosed a row of
ivories that looked like the keyboard of an
old-time melodeon, =

The songs with which he charmed the
soldiers” ears were refrains from the for-
ests and the rippling brooks of the moun-
tainside.

He was that loose-jointed that he sham-

bled along the road to the time of the|
music of the frying-pans and :-nffve-pﬁtsi
that jangled on the paeck mule's load in|
musical misery. PBnt P'simmons earried |
In his legs the traditions of Africa, and the |
tinkling pots and pans, elanging in time
and motion to the pace of the mnles, was!
music to the feet that hung on the ends
of his legs and that were as long in the
heel as the toes. The whistling of a
“chune™ set Lis entire body in motion, and |
when the band played his sonl did not
worry with thonghts of an improved fu-
ture existence, for he had no borrowed

We had marched and skirmished and
fought for days and menths, and finally |
found onrselves at Bridgepert, Ala., with |
only the Tennessee River between us and
the enemy, and for the first time that Sum-
mer the officers’ tents came up from the
rear and a eamp was made in the woods
but a short distance from the river.

First. there were the little pup tents of |
the enlisted men, then the line officers, and |
back of them the field and staff, and still |
further back in the woads the corral where
the pack mules, wagons, teamsters amd |
darkies, of which there was a large num-
ber belonging to each regiment. |

Our good Chaplain, after two years’|
strugg'e. had divided the regiment into |
two classes, the cvred and the ineurable,
He then entered into a new field, plowing
deep; missionary to the contrabands.
Prayer meetings, with discourses npon the
Emancipation Proclamation, was the text
every night. “when it did not rain,” all|
leading wp in a short time to maore truu-i
ble and “enss words” than could be
washed out of camp by a June freshet. '

In a very short time the {'mlll"ﬂlmﬂds1
were tanglit the meaning of the Proclama-
tion, aud that there was “provision in the
Constitution for the eolored race.” which
cansed every coon of them to strike for
wages.  Ten dollars per month. There
was not $10 in loyal money in the Army of
the Cumberland that Summer: consequent- |
Iy it was just as easy to pay $10 as 10
cents. We worried about mnothing but)|
bread and meat. So we filled the tents
with hay and straw, and for the first time
ifn months, took off our clothes and boots
when we turned in for the night, lulled to
sleep by the music of the eorral. In the
first lizht of the morning, when sleep is so
deep and refreshing, the entire ecamp was
aronsed by agonizing eries for help from !
the guarters of the contrabands. Wails of |
anguish echoed through the woods in the !
quiet, peaceful air. as thongh mnrder most |
foul was being done. The soldiers leaped |
from their tents at first alarm, each man |
grasping his trusty musket and eartridge-
box, to repel invasion, thinking of nothing
else in the way of clothing or equipments.
Directed by the cries they charged in un-
dress nniform to the rescue. The Colonel
was one of the first out of his tent: car- |
rying trousers in one hand and saber in|
the other, he joined the excited throng|
as they came rushing by, searcely a man |
of them having more than a ecotton shirt!
on. In those days of high-priced cotton.
army shirts were worn very short. In the
first lizht of day charged the gallant 300.
Saw mortal man ever such battle array—
a veritunble shirt-tail brigade? And what
was the matter? The Colonel, ns one of
the first to reach the scene of disturbanece, :
found Black Bob holding P'simmons by |
the neck with one hand. and leshing his |
bare legs with a halter strap 7 the other. |
Biood was running down the plmn-colored
flesh. and howls of agony echoed throngh |
the woods as blow after blow was dealt in |
rapid sneccession. The old man was so |
deeply interested in the job in hand. that |

he did not notice the commotion he had |
created. until the Colonel caught him by |
the shonlder and hurled him to one side.
“What are yon whipping my boy for, you
black villain?" shonted the Colonel. “I'll
break vour neck, you black raseal. Il
have yon shot. Yes, you, I'll have
‘ou hung and cut up and fried, blast your

lack Lide.” Old Bob pulled himself away
‘f‘mm’thq(‘olone] and shouted back at him:

Ain't dis yer P’simmons my boy? Ain't I
dis boy's fadd»r‘! An’ if Ise his fadder, an
a free niggah, ain’t I got a right to strap
him? Seems like de time cum right now
when 1 bleeged to whip dis fellah. Wat’s
de Proeclamashun for if 'taint dat a-way?"
About this time the Surgeon arrived on
the scene, I:le was clad in a long red flan-
nel night shirt, the only one in the Four-
teenth Army Corps, and when he inter-
fered .and took Bob's part, he was the ad-
miration of the assembled regiment. Kv-
er_y!»otlg'. with the exeeption of Bob and
Plgmuwus. gave vent to their feelings in
various ways, some langhing and cheering,
others cursing the luck that had robbed
them of half an hour's sleep. At reveiile
the men were modestly retiring to their
uarters, leaving the Colouel and Surgeon

roughly demoraliz hti
Yween themselves. A S, 0w N0

| baby.
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““ WHAT ARE YOU WHIPPING THAT BOY FOR, YOU BLACK VILLAIN ?'" SHOUTED THE
COLONEL.

comes de yenr when de sun an' de dry
weather busted up de corn crop, an’ "hout
dat time, when 1 eum in from de field one
day, I heah’d a noise in de  eabin no
stranger to me, an’ I knows what happen
<ho' nuff, an” I goes in smiling, an’ say
*Howdy" to all de ommans dat was dere,
an’ dey all look 5o euyus at me. an' smile
an’' shake dere heads, an' dat rile me up,
an' I gin to look ‘roun’, an’ 'most de fust
thing dat I pnut my eves on was a yaller
Dar 'stonish me, for all de odders
was as black as de pot dat’s hanging ober
de fire. Old Sister Cherry 'lows dat de
chile be conjured, an’ arnoder old sister,
she lows dat it was de dry wedder, an’
dat it ehange when de moon’s in de dark:
but dat ehile nebber turn black, an' dat's
what bodders me. My ole massa, he say

(dat he jist de color ob ripe p’simmons, an’

dats de name he made in de book. DBy an'
by, all de niggahs on de plantation git
er holt ob it an’ cum roun’ to look at de
boy, an’ dey goes way wunkin, one at de
odder, but after awhile nobody said nuf-
fin 'bout de boy, ceptin massa, he say dat
he lows ‘dat dere’s bin a female indescre-
shun in my fambly,” an’ [ said den it's all
right, but somehow I nebber took well to

| de boy, but de ole ooman sot a heap by de

yallar coon, an’ lows dat he's de best one
on de plantation, an’ dat makes me mad
agin, an" when de preacher tole us all las’
night 'bont de Proclemashun an’ dat we
gwine to hab rights, dat yaller coon
P'simmons bodder my head. Now, if I's
dat boy's fadder, 1 Lhas a right to bang
him wid a halter strap—dat’'s what de
Proclemashun say—an’ if "taint dat-a-way

| what he doin’ in my fambly? Dat's what

bodders me. Seems like T bleeged to lick

| dat boy, ef 1 has to die for it.”

That night ’simmons vanished in the
darkness, and along with him one of the
Colonel's hest wool blankets. Every man
in the regiment had orders to look out for
him, not that he was wvaluable, but the
Colonel didn’t want to lose the blanket.

It was several months ere we sot eyes
on him, and then he himself was a sol-
dier, a member of a colored regiment. He
wore a new snit of blne, and earried a
bright new mnsket on his shoulder,

To our great humiliation he did not ree-
ognize or rememher any of ns. His bear-
ing indicated that he had borrowed no
ideas from our regiment, and was not wor-
rying his soul with thonghts of the past
or fears for the future.

Black Bobh went over the monntaing
with ns to “Chickamanga.” When the
regiment was so nearly exterminated in
that eyelone of death near the Bloody
Pool, he lifted up in hia strong arms one
of our hoy eomrades who was serionsly
wonnded, and started for a place of shel-
ter. A few steps, when a shower of
leaden hail stretched them both npon the
ground under the trees, clasped in each
other's arms, the soldier hoy of Michigan
and the emancipated black man of Ten-
nessee, each dying for the other.

(To be continued.)

Massachusetts Ex-Prisoners.

The Ex-Prisoners of War of Massa-
chusetts had their Annual Meeting for
1904 at Northampton, April 19, and elected
these officers of the Association: (‘om-
mander, Flias 8. Bradford of Conway:
Vice Commander, Geo. W. Dockham of
Springfield : Adjutant and Quartermaster,
', H. Heald, Northampton: Chaplain, P.
A. Strecter, of Holyoke: Executive Com-
mittee, E. C. Cowles of Deerficld, Na-

| thaniel Smith of Springlield, Wm. A. Snow

of Belchertown; Delegates to the National
Convention, (. H. Heald, . H. Emerson;
Alternates, John W. Martin of Florence,
Charles M. Smith of Worcester.

Resolutions were passed in honor of the
late Commander of the Association, George
H. Ray, who died last November. The fol-
lowing is one paragraph:

“Resolved, That in his departure the
community, the town, the State, have been
deprived of the counsels, the services, the
fellowship of a strong and noble man: but
next, and akin to the family tie, is the tie
of comradeship; the press has given ex-
pression to public sentiment and sympa-
thy: but we mourn for a comrade and
brother gone.

“Good comrade, sweet Christian gentle-
man, Hail and Farewell!

“‘Nor shall your glory be forgot

While Fame her record keeps,

Or Honor points the hallowed spot

Where Valor proudly sleeps.”

—— e ——— e

OF INTEREST TO PENSION ATTORNEYS.

The National Tribune is prepared to fur-
nish to attorneys and others blank forms of
application und:rpthe menm&of the

ommissioner of Pensions. A cents
per hundred. Address ﬁe National Trib-
une, 830 Pa.

They say to this day that the jangle

184, where I was wounded and sent back
to the field hospital. While there I lost
my knapsack with all my belongings, in-
cinding the picture of iy best girl, T re-
turned to the regiment Sept. 20 just in
tinte to help chinse IHood back towards
(hattanooga. Then 1 returned to Atlanta
and got ready for the march to the Sen
through the Carvolinas with 8i and Shorty,
and was in the Grand Review at Wash-
ington.  After retnrning  home tried to
work at the earpenter's trade, and found
that I was nearly used up with rheuma-
tism and unable to follow that profession,
so I zot a chance to finish the lLarness
trade, at which 1 have worked ever since,
I have belonged to Geo, N. Morgan Post,
No. 4, Department of Miunesota, since
April 4, 1884, In . A. R. eircles and in
my army life was known only as plain
“I'om Rohann.” I have taken The National
Tribnne since April, 1884, and it's 0. K.
+——-——
What About the 67th Pa?

Comrade 8. P. Miller, Co. E, 6Tth Pa.,
now living at Barr; Mills, Ohio, feels as
thongh he was the last survivor of his
regiment. “I can not hear or see anything
in print of any of them,” he says. *I
was born in Westmoreland Co., Pa., Sept,
1, 1843. Enlisted September, 1862, in (Yo,
B, 67th Pa.; later was transferred to (‘o.
E. Served under Gen. Milroy in Shen-
andoah Valley till Lee made his raid to
Gettysburg. 1 was eaptured in June, 'G3,
near Winchester and was a prisoner 84
days in Libby Prison and Belle Island. I
rejoined my regiment in the I'all of "63; [
wias then in the Army of the Potomae,
Second Brigade, Third Division, Sixth
Corps. When the army was reorganized
our regiment was engaged in the battles
of the Wilderness, Cold Iarbor, and
I’etersburg, baeck to the Valley, all throngh
Sheridan’s Campaign. I was again at e-
tersburg and Sailor's Creek, Va. Served
to cloxe of the war and was never
woutided. I moved to Holmes Co., Ohio,
in 1867. 1 engaged in the mercantile bhusi-
ness in 1868, Moved to Barrs Mills, in
1877, and am engaged in the mercantile
business in_partnership with my oldest
son, James M. Miller, T hoeld the oftice of
Assistant Postmaster from 1868 to 1877,
and havé been DPostmaster at DBarrs Mills
since 1877,

Long Journey on a Stretcher,

John W. Leoomis, Iairhaven, Mass..
comes from a patriotic family, Judging
from its war record. *Four of us broth-
ers, my sister's husband, and my wife's
two brothers were all in the serviee,” e
says.  “T'wo brothers were wounded, my
sister’s husband was killed and my wife's
two brothers badly wounded. I have four
brothers living and my wife one brother
living out of these,

*1 was brought all the way from Win-
chester, Va., on a stretcher to Baltimore,
Md., to Jarvis Hospital. On lLearing 1
was alive and in lhospital at Baltimore,
Md., my wife immediately came to take
care of me, and helped take care of other
wounded soldiers as well, The officers in
charge offered to pay her for her services
and fairly urged her to aceept pay, but
she replied that she wished no pay and
would not accept any, as she was able to
take care of herself and husband: that all
she “_.'iuhed was the privilege of going out
and in the hospital whenever she chose,
and her services wonld be given freely
without compensation. Her wish was
granted. A short time since we passed
our 40th anniversary of wedded life."

An Nlinois Artilleryman.

Comrade Samuel Scism writes from
Leora, Mo.: “I was born in Hawkins
County, East Tenn.,, Aug. 13, 1841, and
moved to Stoddard County, Mo., in 1854,
I enlisted in Capt. F. W. Powell's Com-
pany (F), 2d Ill. L. A., Nov. 16, 1861. 1
was captured at Shiloh, Tgnn., April ¢,
1862, and paroled at Libby Prison, Ricl.
mond, Oct. 19, 1862. I was kent to the
general hospital at Portsmouth Grove, R.
L., and after convalescing I returned to
my company at Colliersville, Tenn., Jan,
7, 1863, Our battery was attached to
Gen, Ilanson;'a Brigade during the Viecks-
burg Campaign. I was on the Meridian
(Miss.) raid, 1864. In May, 1864, I went
to Georgia and took part in the Atlanta
Campaign, our battery being attached to
Gen. Belknap's Brigade, known as the
‘lowa Brigade.'! I want to say I wopld
sooner take my chances for life in ek
like Shiloh, Vicksburg or Atlanta than i
these Bouthern prisons. I was discharge
at Spriagfield, I, Dec. 14, 1864; am 3

all my

Ave. N. W., Washington, 1

farmer bﬁ occupation, and a Republicag
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PIGKET SHOTS.

Prom Alért Comrades Along the Whole
A Il l_h..
f !

FIRST UNION FLAG ON LOOKOUT.

J. M. Francis, 68th Ind., who fails to
give his whereabouts, the envelope stamp
being illegible, writes: *“Picket Shots Jan.
11, contains a claim by Comrade Cole, Hith
I1l., that.the flag of his regiment was
placed on Lookout before that of the Sth
Ky. While.it made but little difference
to the bays who lay in the valley in front
of Missionary, Ridgze, what regiment first
pliced the Hag there, the fact that it was
there helped us to face the storm of shot
and shell in capturing the Ridge that day.
It does make a difference to the few brave
boys of the 8th IXy., whether their brave
act shall eount in history to their eredit or
to the eredit of another. That Hag was
placed there by five boys of the 8th Ky.,
who volunteered to do i#t. I'or that aet
each of them was awarded a 30-days fur-
longh. At this late date 1 can only give
the name of Will J. Witt. After his re-
turn from furlongh he was detailed to the
Post Provost-Marshal's Office at Chatta-
nooga, where I beecame his bunkmate. His
home address at that time was Barbours-
ville, Ky. I have written to him two or
three times, but never heard from him
since my discharge. His furlough stated
the reason it was issued, and [ presume
that the other furlonghs did the same.
Those five volunteers from the 8th Ky.,
after elimbing up through the rocks and
over the two short ladders, gained the top,
formed a skirmish line, and advanced
several hundred yards along the top of the
monntain. There was not a rebel in sight;
nor did they fire a gun. They were armed
with five-ghooters—a gnn that had a re-
valving eylinder similar to the revolver.
The abandoned guns, and some seattered
ecamp equipage was all that remained on
the point of Lookount when the Stars and
Stripes was planted there by those five
brave volunteers from the 8th Ky. So far
as 1 know they may have answered the
last roll-eall years ago; but that one act
will stand as long as Listory tells the story
of how Old Glory opened her folds to the
breeze that morning. May she ever wave,
not only there, but all over this great land
of onrs, is the wish of one that lay in line
at Orchard Knob and gazed upon her eol-
ors that morning.”

GOOD, PATRIOTIC STOCK.

Comrade Alex. H. Rambo, Co. D, 54th
Pa., who omits his address—fires a shot
from ambnsh or from the dark, so far as
his present location is eoncerned—writes:
“I think the H4th ’a. did as much at Fort
Gregg as any regiment. It should have
the sliare of eredit it earned. I was but
16 yeors old when I was Captain of a eom-
pany of Wideawakes, althongh my father
was a hardbeaded Demoerat. 1T was sent
away to study dentistry, but T enlisted
June 4, 1861, for three years in the 34 Pa.
Reserves. November, 18G3, I reenlisted
in the H4th Pa.  After IFort Gregg we
weore sent to High Bridge, where we fonght
the whole of Lee's army for several hours,
and was were all taken prisoners on April
ti, 1865, and Lee surrendered on April 9.

“Mayv 10, 1864, T was wounded at Clowud
Mountaiy, andj eventually reached the hos-
pital at Annppolis. I was there when
Early raided, ,Washington suburbs, and
volunteeggd to go to assist in the defense,
I was given a.gquad from the hospital, and
we sct out ta save the Capital and pre-
\'p:‘u the rebels from ecarting off the Cap-
itol. i iz
“TRobept Mprris, the financier of the
levolntion, was my father's grandfather;
hoth of my ewn grawldfathers fonght in
the War of 1812, 1 enlisted in the Civil
War June 4, 1861, and was discharged
Jdune 4, 1565, :My son served two vears in
the Philippine war. I have been sick since
September; the M. D. =zays that [ wiil
never be’ good for anything again in this
world. T favor the $12 service pension,
and think it shonld be paid in gold. Our
Major, Gump, of the 54th Pa., was on the
Pit, and was killed there.”

FROM SOMEWHERE ON NO{CREEK.

Comrade Wm. Johnson, ("o. F, 48th TI1,,
writes from Noereek, which is somewhere
in Kentuecky: “I am with the few who are
yet on this side of the river where we oe-
ensionally have a chance to forage and
generally have to skirmish pretty briskly
for anything we get. I am still reading
The National Tribune; got a habit of it:
been at it 20 yvears. 1 couldn’t do without
the stories from the old hoys—ahout the
battles they fought, the batteries they took,
the forts they got, and the foot races they
run with the rebs; about the chickens they
plucked and the pigs they skinned; but I
don't see any acconnt of any they ever
paid for! I suppose they were like me. I
never have paid for the hen I took from a
South Carolina farmer. He wasn’t there
to say what he wanted for her; but if he
hnd been he wonldn't have got anything.
fer T was ont of change. Any way, I tried
to eat her too soon; didn't ecook her long
enotigh: onght to have her bhilin® yet. She
was old enough to get a pension under the
. A. R. Committee Age Limit Prohibi-
tive Bill. 1 want to have the 48th Ill.,
T0th Ohio, 15th Mich., and 99th Ind. rouse
up and tell who killed Gen. Polk at Pine
Monntain. I didn't; but I know who did,
and I've a mind to tell on the Hth Ind.
Battery, for I was within 30 yards of their
gun that did it when it did it. T haven't
seen that Si and Shorty elaim that they
did it. I want to tell themn that they didn’t
get all of Maj. Anderson’s grub at Fort
MeAllister; T got a sliee, and five fine
shirts and 25 plugs of tobaceo and a hot-
tie of applejack., 1 didn’t try the latter,
but Maj. Adams said it was good.

“Come, now, ("o, IX, roll or lay the ball
down and get off the alley. Don’t be dead
while you are alive!

“The I'ifth Corps was the best in the
army, and The National Tribune is the
bhest paper in the Tnited States. If there
are any old vets hiding about anywhere
who don’t take it, they enght to he hunted
up amd put in the gnard-honse.”

COULDNT 8TAY OUT.

Comrade A. J. Moorman, (‘o. A, 8lst
Ohio, writes from Delphos, O.: “The S1st
Ohio was with Sherman on the Atlanta
Campaign, to the sea, and through the
Carolinas to peace. What Gen. Sherman
could neot do in war was not worth a try
from anybody else. His men had confi-
denee in him. If he gave orders to take
a fort it was taken. Sherman's army
knew what hardships were. 1 do not know
how many rebels I helped out of this
world, but T am positive that 1 saved the
life of ope of my comrades who was
wonnded 4t the battle of Rome Cross-
roads. T'enlisted in April, 1861, when a
mere hoy; and by some cause we were
crowded ont of the place we calenlated to
fill. Thef had stopped enlisting men for
three motifhs, and we were disbanded and
sent homé. In July, 1862, I enlisted for
three yeafs; was mustered out in July,
1865, at Lonigville, Ky.

“We have g good Post here; took a vote
on The N tiql;al Tribune Service Pension
Bill and it carried unanimously. Through
cause the actipn was not reported for pub-
lication. _We, all heartily indorse the bill.
I would iovet'ﬁ!o have a talk with Si and
Shorty, ## tifey bring to mind a great
many happeniags. 1 am truly glad they
are marr and happy. I prize The Na-
tional Tribung very highly, because it is
the soldie s?end. 1 congratulate you.

“I hop .:’t&(“‘r from my old comrades.”
JOHNS TO THE FRONT.

John Tribe, Q. M. 8, 5th N. Y.
Cav., writes' from Nicholas, N. Y.: “In
your issue Jan. 7, Serg't Hummel, Co. H,
8th Ind., gives a roster of the Johns of his
Company. I am very glad there were so
many fighting Johns during the war; Un-
cle SBam needed every one; there were none
to spare. I 'modestly call Comrade Hum-
mell to a halt until I make a statement of
the Jolns in the 5th N. Y. Cav.; Total
number enlisted men, 2,138; the number
of JJohns jn the several companies was:
A, 23 B, 29, C,24; D, 20; E, 23; F, 19;
G, 24: H, 16; 1, 25; K, 23; L. 17; M, 25.
Total. Johns in the regiment, 268. Abhout
one-gighth of the total enrgllment were
Johns, I eannot tell what has become of
them all, but hope they have severally done
a8 well since the war as they did during

the war. I think Serg’t Hummell will
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gracefully accept this statement as out-
doing his own, just a little; be that as it
may, I hope every sarviving Jolnf will help
The National Tribune by subseribing for
it, and assist all they can in advocating
g?ﬁa“Nationnl Tribune Service DPension

FIRST BRIGADE, KILPATRICK'S DIVISION.

Comrade H. L. Wanbangh, Co. K, #th
Pa. Cav., writes from Colnmbia, Pa.: “In
reply to Comrade M. C. Mills, First Lieu-
tenant and Adjntant Bth Ind. Cav., in is-
sne of May 5, I would =ay that he is in
error as to who commanded the First Bri-
gade of Kilpatrick’s Cavalry Division
frem Atlanta to the Sea and thropgh the
Carolinas. When in eamp around Mari-
efta, (ia., Col. Thomas J. Jordan, 9th ’a.
Cav., was brevetted Brigadier-GGeneral and
placed in eommand of the FFirst Brigade.
Col. Murray commanded the 3d Ky., but
not the First Brigade. Col. Jordan had
charge of the First Brigade during the
Wayneshoro mix-up. [ am sorry to say
that the Sth Ind. did not belong to the
First Brigade, as Comrade Mills =says it
did. It belonged to the Seecond Brigade,
and was a grand regiment, as Capt. L. G.
Estes says; no  better existed. DBeing
armed with Spencer carbines, when they
opened fire we could always tell who was
engaged.”

CORRECTING HISTORY.

T. C. Muarphy, 31st Ill., who, judging
from the stamp on hLis envelope, lives at
Enterprise, Miss., writes: “In the article
‘Vicksburg and Elsewhere," Comrade Ed-
monds corrects history with a vengeance,
He sayr we were in the charges of June
19 and 22. What charges? Perhaps yon
mean May 19 and 227 If so, the Fifteenth
(‘orps was in it all right. Uncle Billy was
looking for a head to hit, and he usually
found it. All the boys who were up in
front of Vickshurg were heroes: no one
regiment alone captured Vieksburg. Let
all have due honor at this late day, and
work for the service pension for the boys
who"noed justice, not charity, in their old
age.

GOT INCREASE AT LAST.

Comrade Geo. Osterhaut, Conway
Springs, Kans., is relieved and says: “At
last I have had my pension increased, un-
der Ware; should have been under Loch-
ren; Kvans wounldn't so much as con-
sider for a minute the guestion of even
considering my application. For him I
didn't exist! The next happiest event for
me is that I have rid my hounse of the
name of Hoke Smith, which was on my
old certificate.

“Now, I want to see the service pension
bill passed while there live a few of the
boys who need the relief of their country's
gratitude,”

WIHERE IS HE?

Comrade Sam Kutz, Deputy Clerk, Los
Angeles, ILos Angeles County,
very  desirous  of finding.
H. Langton, oth Wis., in the
inferest of Comrade Brimhall, Co. F, same
regiment. Comrade Brimhall is now very
aged and disabled, and wishes to corre-
spond with Comrade Langton. Langton
was last heard of in Chico Co., Ark. Com-
rade Brimhall's address is 240 30th street,
Los Angeles, Cal.

ORIGIN OF “UNCLE SAM.”

Emily C. Bradley writes from Waest
Menton, O.: “My mother was a lineal de-
scendant of that branch of the Wilson
family in which originated the appellation
‘T'nele Sam.” I do not find the story
printed anvwhere exactly as I understand
it. Gen, John E. Wool, of Troy, N. Y.,
and Fbenezer Wilson married sisters—the
Misses Moulton. When I was very young
my mother's aunt, the widow of Ebenezer
Wilson, visited my mother here. [ may
not have understood correctly what I heard
abont the matter then, when it chanced
to be discussed. If anv one really knows
the facts I would be glad to learn them.
from personal interest and for historic ac-
curacy."”

AS TO THE 1ST DEL.

Remi Boerner writes from Philadelphia:
“*About the 1st Del.,, what Comrade 8. T.
Thomas writes, Jan. 14, is correct. [ en-
listed with 15 others from Philadelphia on
May 21, 1861, in Co, I, 1st Del., for three
months. We belonged to a battalion that
dishanded on aceonnt of not getting the
uniform they wanted. I would like to hear
of some of my comrades of Co. K, of that
regiment."

SERVICE PENSION.

8. A. MeNeil, Richwood, Ohin, thinks
The National Tribune Serviee Pension
Bill the practieal measure for Clongress to
pass at the next session. Among Grand
Army men who have given the subject
thought, it is considered the best pension
hill yet ?rnpnsed. C'omrades of the Grand
Army of the Republie; let us unite in urg-
ing the passage of The National Tribune
Service Pension Bill.

WHAT 13 I1IS ADDRESS?

We have on our desk a letter and pam-
phlet addres<ed to “Mr. Robert Welsh,”
with no further address. Both letter and
pamphlet are from U. B. Pemsall, Na-
tional Military Home, Kansas. They will
be forwarded upon the reception of the
complete address.

WHO KNOWS CHARLES GARDXNER?

We have a communication for Charles
Gardner, Philadelphia, Pa., which we will
forward on receipt of full address.

SCATTERING.

J. W. Griswold, Seottville, Mich., hopes
that neither political party will introduce
into their platforms that old fossilized
plank, “We are in favor of liberal pen-
sions, ete.,” for it has fooled people long
enough and the soldier is disgusted with
it. The thing to do is to give the ecold
shounlder to those we have trusted but who
have not done their duty, whether it is
the Chairman of the PPension Committee
or some one else,

Comrade D, H. Gracey, 21st Pa. Cav.,
writes from Munecie, Ind., that he wonld
be glad te hear from comrades of that
command.

Comrade A. J. Johnson, Neodesha,
IKan., seems to have prospered pretty
well. He is Past Commander of Humph-
rey Post, Neodesha. *I was born in
Hendricks Co., Ind.)” he says, “June 17,
1831, and have lived in Indiana and
Kansas. Up till the last five years have
!wvn a farmer; since then have been rest-
ing.

*I have bheen Justice of the Peace 20
years and Notary Public 16. I was n
Corporal in Co. F, 5th Ind. Cav., from
Aug. 18, 1862, till June 15, 1865. I was
under Gen. Hobson in Kentucky, and on
the raid after J. H. Morgan to Buffiing-
ton’s Bar, Ohio, then went with Gen. Burn-
side to East Tennessee, Took part in all
the engagements in the East Tennessee
campaign. Was wounded at Rheatown, in
left hand and jaw. Reinforced Gen. W. T.
Sherman at Ringgold, Tenn., May 12,
1864, and was in all the engagements from
there till the 22d of July, at Peach Tree
Creek, Ga.”

Comrade H. F. Armstrong, of Denver,
Col., writes: “I was born in Cherry Valley,
N. Y., Nov. 28, 1833. My parents moved
to Michigan in 1837. 1 am a carpenter
by trade.

*“l enlisted in Co. C, 8th Mich Cav., in
1862 and was chosen Color-Sergeant for
the regiment. I was not in any heavy en-
gagements, but scouting most of the time,
running John Morgan over the State of
Kentucky. 1 was injured by my horse
falling on me, and was taken sick and
discharged from Woodward Hospital, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, the last of 1863.”

Comrade George Petry, of Robison, Ill.,
writes: “I enlisted in August, 1882, in Co.
G, 1234 1ll., and was with the regiment
until mustered out at HEdgefield, Tenn., in
June, 1865, as Sergeant. We were at-
tached to the Wilder Brigade in the Spring
of '63. I was in all the battles of the
Army of the Cumberland in the Atlanta
Campaign, and to close the thing up was
on the Wilson raid and had the pleasure
of seeing old Jeff Davis brought in through
our camp at Macon, Ga.”

Comrade James Pence, Bradys Bend,
Pa., writes: “I was born in Armstrong
Co., Pa., in January, 1842. 1 enlisted on
the 4th of July, 1861, and reenlisted on
Feb. 8, 1864, in Co. C, 62d Pa., and
served over four years. I saw some hard
service. I was wounded at Gettysburg,
July 2, 1862, and was wounded again at
Petershurg, June 28, 1864. The latter
woun.{i laid me up uutil after the war was
over,

Cal., is,
Robert

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

{Continued from first page.)

along the raiiroad, and reached RBristoe
Station only to encounter Hill.

Warren’s position was again a critieal
one; for, instead of finding Bristoe Station
held by the Fifth Corps, as had been in-
dieated to him in Gen. Meade's orders, he
discovered that he was there alone, in the
immediate vicinity of the whole army of
Lee, and found himself saddenly assailed
while marching by the flank. But War-
ren was equal to the occasion, and by a
remarkable vizor of action not only ex-
tricated his command from a perilous sitn-
ation, but inflicted a severe blow to the
Confederates. This action, known as the
battle of Bristoe, 1 shall briefly detail.

HILL REPULSED.

As the head of the column of the See-
ond Corps approached, Hill threw forward
a line of battle towards the railroad; bnt
Warren knew the locality with the eritieal
knowledge of an engineer, and forming
Webb's Division on the right along the
embankment near Broad Run, he ordered
Hays's Division to ran for the railroad
cut, invisible from the position of hoth
opposing Generals. This it qnickly did,
and the point was reached just in time to
mecet Hill's advancing line of battle, which,
receiving a severe fire from the troops cov-
ered by the ent and embankment, and
raked by the fire of Rickett's BRattery, feli
back with heavy loss. Warren immediately
advanced a thin line in pursuit, and se-
cured 450 prisoners, two standards, and
five pieces of artillery. The attack fell
mainly on the First and Third Brigades
of Gen, Webb's Division—the former com-
manded by Col. Heath, and the latter by
Gen. Mallon, an arccomplished and patri-
otie officer, who was killed in the action—
and on the Third Brizade of Gen. Hays's
Division, eommanded by Gen. Owen. The
division of Gen. Caldwell, which had
formed the rear-guard, came np for a mile
or two on the run, and took position on
the left of Hays: but the action had al-
ready been decided. Warren's loss was
comparatively slight.

WARREN MOVED ON IN TNE NIGHT.

Effectual as was the check which War-
ren had given Hill, the position of the
former was not one in which he eould
remain, while, at the same time, it was
difficult to withdraw. And now his sitna-
tion became more dangerous: for just as
towards sunset the combat elosed, Ewell's
Corps, which had pursned by-roads be-
tween the columns of Warren and Hill,
eame up, and this bronght the entire foree
of Lee in front of the Second Corps. Nev-
ertheless, hefore Lee eonld make disposi-
tions for attack, night eame on, and, under
its friendly cover. Warren retired, and
next morning inined the main body of the
army massed at Centerville.(15)

MEADE WONX THE FOOT RACE.

Meade was now strongly posted on the
hights of Centerville, and if compelled to
fall back from there, wonld do so into the
fortifications of Washington. As no addi-
tional tarning movement counld be of any
avail, Lee pushed his advance no further,
His intention had been to gain Meade's
rear, and as this was now completely
foiled, he was not minded to essay assauit
on the army in position. Resolving, how-
ever, not to have made an utterly useless
campaign, he threw forward a thin line
as far as Bull Run, and thus masking his
design, he proceeded to destroy the Orange
& Alexandria Railroad from that point
sonthward to Warrenton Junetion. Having
effectnally accomplished that object(16) he,
on the 18th, began a retrograde movement.

LEE RETIRED TO THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

Meade commenced pursnit on the fol-
lowing day, but without overtaking Lee:
and in this movement there occurred no
encounter of a more serions character than
the wonted indecisive cavalry ecombats.
Stuart, with his two divisions of horse,
covered the retrograde movement, and
during the entire march was constantly
engaged in skirmishes with the Union
cavalry., One of these affairs was of some
importance. While on  the advance to-
wards Warrenton, on the 19th, Kilpat-
rick's Division skirmished warmly with
Hampton’s Division up to Buekland Miusg,
at the erossing of Droad Run, on the south
bank of which Hampton took® post, under
the personal direction of Stuart., who lrere
planned a skiliful manuver to defeat his
opponent. Kilpatrick haviug forced the
crossing by turning the flank of Hampton,
Stuart fell back slowly towards Warren-
ton with the view of permitting Fitz Lee's
Cavalrg Division to come up from Auburn
and attack the Union cavalry in flank and
rear. This plan was carried out with some
suceess. itz Lee arriving just below
Buckland surprised Kilpatrick’s foree on
the flank, and Stuart, hearing Fitz Lee’s
guus, pressed vigorously in  front with
IHampton’s Division. A stubborn resis-
tance was offered, but a charge au fond
finally forced Kilpatrick’'s command to
give way, and he retreated in some con-
fusion.(18) Lee retivred behind the Rappa-
hannock. :

FIGHT AT KFELLY'S FORD.

The Army of the Potomae being pushed
forward as far as Warrenton, Gen. Meade
was compelled to halt there to await the
repairing of the Orange & Alexandria
Railroad. This work, undertaken with
much energy, was occomplished early in
November; and on the 7Tth the whole
army continued the advance towards the
Rappahannock in two ecolumns. Gen.
French had command o: the left wing,
composed of the First, Second and Third
Corps, aml Gen. Sedgwick had command
of the right wing, composed of the Fifth
and Sixth Corps. The left column was di-
rected to cross the Rappahannock at Kel-
I¥'s Ford, and the right column at Rap-
pahannock Station. Lee held position
south of the Rappahannock, in the vicinity
of Culpeper, with outposts at Kelly's Ford
on the south bank, and at Rappahaunock
Station on the north bank. The Third
Corps under Biruey had the advance on
Kelly's I"ord, and on reaching that point,
Birney erossed over a division by wading,
without waiting for the laying of the pon-
toon-bridges, and advancing an attacking
party, composed of Berdan's Sharpshoot-
ers, the 40th N. Y., the 1st and 20th Ind.,
the 3d and 5th Mich., and the 110th Pa.,
carrvied the rifle-pits and ecaptured 500
prisoners. Tle enemy was prevented from
strengthening the force in the works by

15. Gen. Lee states that Hill's attack
was made by two brigades, and extenuates
the result by stating that the assanlt was
“against greatly superior numbers.” But
Hill's own Report shows that he had two
divisions on the field. Warren met their
attack with little over 3,000 men.

16. Lee's Report.

17. This delay in following up was ow-
ing to the fact that since the army had
crossed to the north side, that stream had
become much swollen by heavy rains; and
previous to that, not anticipating that the
pontoon-bridges would be needed, they had
been sent with the other trains some eight
or 10 miles to the rear,

18. Stuart says, “great confusion.” “I
pursued them from three miles of War-
renton to Buckland, the horses at full
speed the whole distance, the enemy re-
treating in great confusion.”—Stuart’s Re-
port. But the reports of Custer and Kil-
patrick are naturally not so frank as to
avow this.
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north side, which swept the plain en the
southern bank. Birney's loss was trivial.

SEDGWICK'S SUCCESS AT RAPPAHANNOCK
BTATION.

While the left column was thus passing
at Kelly's Ford, the right wing was fore-
ing a crossing against more formidable
obstacles. The (‘onfederates occupied a
series of works on the north bank of the
river at Rappahannock Station, which had
been built some time before by the Union
troops, and consisted of a fort, two re- -
donbts, and several lines of rifle-trenches.
These works were held by 2,000 men be-
Ionging to Early’s Division of Ewell's
Corps. Commanding positions to the rear
of the fort having been gained, heavy bat-
teries were planted thereon, and a fierce
cannonade opened between the opposing
forces. Just before dark a storming part
was formed of Russell’s and Upton's B
gades of the Sixth Corps, and the works
were carried by a very brilliant coup de
main. Over 1.500 prisoners, four guns,
and eight staudards were here taken,
Nedgwick’s loss was about 300 in killed
and wounded.

LEE RAN TO THE RAPIDAN.

This brilliant opening of the eampaign
should have insured a decisive operation;
and it is probable that, if a rapid advance
had been made either towards Cualpeper or
to the sonth of it by Stevensburg, the Con-
federate army, which lay in Winter quar-
ters in echelon from Kelly's Ford to the
west of Culpeper, might have been eut in
two. But the army bhaviug crossed on the
night of the 7th and moring of the Sth,
the whole of the day was wasted in
useless and uncertain movements,(19) and
Lee, not courting battle, availed himself
of the opportunity that night to withdraw
again across the Rapidan. Meade then
advanced and took up position between
the Rappahanuock and the Rapidan,
which was nearly the same ground be held
before his retreat,

LEE'S COXDUCT COXSIDERED.

This ecampaign may be regarded from
two points of view, and from each is sus-
ceptible of a different eritique. Cousid-
ered as a movement to meet Lee's ad-
vance, it was perfectly successful, and its
conduct highly ecreditable. Lee's line of
manuver was, it is true, exterior to that
of Meade, and as it was necessary for
him to pursue circuitous routes in order
to effeet his turning movements, this im-
posed on the former considerably greater
marching. Yet he had a clear object in
view, whereas his antagonist was neces-
sarily delayed by ignorance of his oppe-
nent’'s real design. The very success of
Lee’s plan depended on being pushed im-
petnously.  Nevertheless, he delayed at
Madison Courthouse, which thwarted the
suceess of his first flauk movement:; and he
delayed again @ at  Warrenton, which
banlked that of his second. DBut even in
view of these halts, which GGen. Lee partly
explains on the ground that they were nee-
essary in order to supply the troops, the
operations of the 14th were not conducted
with much vigor. Ewell allowed himsef
to be detained by the rear-gnard, at Au-
burn, from early in the morning till noon;
and from Greenwich he took a blind track
across the fields, which he found very diffi-
cult, and which gave him much delay,
thus preventing his junction with Hiil at
Bristoe until too late. Nor was Hill's
march made with much more expedition;
for notwithstanding that his route to
Brizstoe was but four miles longer than
that of Warren, and that the latter was
delayed for several hours by his encounter
w'th Ewell at Auburn, he reaclied the de-
cisive point as =oon as Hill. Warren's
conduct throughout these operations was
excellent, and a model of the execution of
the duties of a rear-gnard.

But if, on the other hand, we look upon
Gen. Meade's line of duty as calling es-
sentially for offensive action, his course
in this retrograde movement is open to
another order of eriticism,

MEADE'S METHOD DISSECTED,

It is due to observe that Gen. Meade
not only did not wish to aveid battle, but
he was really anxions to preecipitate deecis-
ive action, provided, always, he conld fight
on advantageons terms. Yet he appeara
to have overpassed several excellent open-
ings for a bold initiative. It would have
heen interesting to see the result of a de-
termination that, overleaping a too pedan-
tie view of the nature and nses of lines of
commnnication, would have tried the ex-
periment of holding the army in a favor-
able position and allowed Lee to continne
his turning movements. There is little
doubt that if Meade had held fast either at
Culpeper or at Warrenton, Iee wonld not
have ventured beyond those points, for his
opponent wonld then have been on his
communications, to whose endangered
safety he would have presently been re-
ecailed. Lee's conduet thronghout shows
how diffident he was in regard to this point
»—feeling his way, and afraid to move
until he had first started Meade, which
was the very way of defeating the object
Iie had in view, if he really wiched to in-
terpose between the Army of the Potomac
and Washington—a purpose which, nnder
the circumstarces, was only to be accom-
plished by the utmost audacity of move-
ment.

ANOTHER MIGHT HAYVE BEEN.

There is another opportunity of which
Gen. Meade might have availed himself,
and which I shall point ont. When, on
the 12th, the Seecond, Tifth, and Sixth
Corps had been sent back across the Rap-
pahannock under a false lead, these corps
were in position, by a move to the right,
to fall upon the rear of lee's column in
crossing  Sulphur  Springs. This would
have been a bold move, and would have
been as effective as a retrograde nmeve-
ment in relieving French on  the north
bank of the Rappahaunock. Bt it would
have been somewhat hazardous: for Lee
might have disputed. with a part of hia
force, the passage of the Aestham fork of
the Rappahannoek, and moved with the
rest to overwhelm the Third Corps at
Freeman's Ford. It is quite likely that
Gen. Meade, who was exceedingly anxions
to brinz on a battle, wonld have made
some of the moves indicated, had he re-
eeived prompter intelligence of his oppo-
nent’s movements. But he was excessively
ill-informed by his eavalry, and in each
case learned the enemy's position omy
when it had already become too late to act
apon it,

The line of mannver adopted by Gen.
Lee in this eampaign was the same as
that used by him in the previons Summer
against Pope’s army. But the resanlt was
very different: and this arose from two
causes. Lee had now neither a lientenant
capable of making such a flank mareh as
that of Jackson on Manassas, nor such an
opponent as Pope: for, if Meade's action
was not brilliant, he at least did not lose
his head. As a whole, the campaign added
no laurels to either army; yet it was none
the less attended with much toil and suf-
fering—sleepless  nights  and severe
marches and manifold trying exposures.
But this is a part of the history of the
army, of waich those who did not bear the
heat and burden of the day can never
know much.

19. On this point, see Birney's testi-
mony: Report on the Conduect of the War,
second series, vol. i, p. 372; Warren's tes-
timony: Ibid, p. 385.

(To be continuned.)

Loyal Son of Soldier Anocestry.
Comrade Lee Lucas, Knoxville, IIl,
writes: 1 am known on the war records
as Geo. M. L. Luecas, Corporal, Co. D,
1324 11, and hold an honorable discharge.
My father, George L. Lucas, lost his life
while Sergeant of Co. I, 77th Ill. My only
brother served about one year as a mem-
ber of the band in the 47th Ill, and after-
wards enlisted in the 8th Iowa Cav. at
Davenport, lowa, and was captured in the
Stoneman raid near Atlanta, Ga. Was
confined for several months in Aunderson-
ville, Florence, Wilmington and Golds-
h Prisons, and was so badly re-
duced by starvatlon and e re that his
friends did not recognize him on reaching
home after heinipamkd. great nd-
father served through the

War, and he had one son in the War of
1812.»




