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8o MucH for always having been acro-
bats. The Japanese manage to land on the
Russian neck every time.

Toe old epigram was that “Russia is a
despotism tempered by assassination.” The
temper has always been very bad, and
seems to be getting much worse.

Tue Inheritance Tax Law of N\.e\v
York seems to be working to the entire
satisfaction of all concerned, especially the
State Treasurer. The estate of the late
William €. Whitney footed up something
over $21.000.000, and the administration
immediately sent the State Treasurer a
check for $222.000, a not unpleasant ad-
dition to the Commonwealth finances,

A syY~pIcATE which will be incorpor-
rated as a company has purchased the Me-
Coul and Fairehilds farms upon which is
the celebrated “Bloody Angle™ of the fight-
ing around Spotsylvania. They propose to
make it a park, restoring the breastworks
as far as possible, and erecting monu-
ments at the main points of interest. The
number of visitors of late years to that
bitterlv-contested field makes them believe
that this will be a profitable investment.

Tiere is this justification of Russia’s
trick in sending her ships through the
Dardanelles as merchantmen. The closure
of the Dardanelles to men-of-war was in
itself a trick to cripple the Russian navy.
England professed that it was necessary
to protect the integrity of Turkey, and got
the other European powers to agree with
her, but every one fully understood that
the sole object was to diminish Russia's
strength afloat.

=

Tur ExXD of the war would seem to be
in sight. Both sides will have to make
peace by sheer exhaustion. Russia has
been able to maintain her eredit so far, but
every one feels that the next severe blow
to her will be fatal. On the other hand,
the Japanese are =0 “hard up” that they
have had to resort to the desperate expe-
dient of mortgaging their eustom-house re-
ceipts to secure loans. This must be hu-
miliating to the proud little Empire, as it
is only resorted to by Turkey and the
Bouth American Republies.

MANY capable persons believe that the
end of this war will bring great opportuni-
ties to America and American merchants.
No matter how complete Japan's victories
may be, she will be in a sadly erippled con-
dition. and it will take her years to fill
up her treasury again to the point where
she can become aggressive. Moreover she
is going to have work for all of her states-
men, soldiers and manufacturers in oc-
cupying Korea and developing it to a sat-
isfactory condition. It is unlikely that she
will have much energy to spare in pushing
her commerce in China, or any other
place, unless it is southern Manchuria. As
Russia will be out of the game entirely. the
field will be open to Americans, and they
will have an unequaled chance to establish
firmly their trade in Ohina and Manchuria.
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THeE Department of Agriculture is tak-
ing much interest in the mitigation of the
evils of the Kansas River floods, which
last year cost the people $20,000,000, be-
sides the loss of over 100 lives. The Bu-
rean of Forestry urges the planting of
trees as a preventive. Where the sand has
covered the ground it is best to plant eot-
tonwoods, which in 20 years will make
good saw logs. Wherever the river has
changed its course and become straighter,
every effort should be made to keep the
new channel. The soft, bare banks should
be covered at once with willows, to pro-
tect them, and the land owners are urged
to cooperate and secure continuous belts
of timber 250 feet wide on both banks of
the river. Such protection would be far
more serviceable than dikes of earth or
masonry.

AN ILLUSTRATION of the paternalism
which extends to everything in France is
furnished by the manufacture o. playing
ecards, which is guarded by the Govern-
ment with the same precautions as the
production of bank notes in our country.
The importation of foreign cards is strietly
prohibited. The Government furnishes the
paper on which the cards are printed, for-
bidding the use of any other, The plates
for the court cards and the ace of clubs
are the property of the Government, which
prints the first sheets and furnishes them
to the manufacturers. After the cards are
finizhed the manufacturers submit them
to the Government for its approval and
stamp. Then only the eards may be sold
in any part of the country.

e s L

Ross L. CLARK, of Houston, Texas, asks
the courts for an injunction against the
Department of Agriculture to prevent the
introduction of the Guatemalan ants into
this country for the purpose of fighting the
boll weevil. Mr. Hoss points out the re-
sults which have followed the introduction
of 'various insects and animals into other
countries, where they have become greater
pests than the previous vermin. He says
that the ant is a vicious cannibal, and will
embarrass the work of eotton picking. The
negroes will not wear shoes in the cotton
field, so the ants will sting their feet and
Infuse into them a poisonous venom which
will scare the negroes away from the work,
which they are none too glad to do as it is.
Mr. Clark’s fears are laughed at. If the
bt becomes too numerous and destructive
the Department can easily import some

Foracious ant-eating bird.

CONSEQUENTIAL DISABILITIES.

The physical consequence or result of disease or injury is a matter of consid-

ernble interest and oftentimes of paramount importance.

That a great many dis-

eases leave a more or less permanent impress on the human system is almost axi-

omatie.

nervous condition:

A severe case of typhoid fever for example, may result
pneumonia give rise to disease of lungs; malarial poisoning be

in a deranged

followed by enlargement of the spleen or disease of stomach and liver: chronic
diarrhea produce a diseased condition of the alimentary tract, and rheumatism
be the prelude to disease of heart and structural changes of joints, tendons and
muscles.  So, too, scurvy is often responsible for the loss of teeth or disease of
gums, sunstroke for an intolerance of heat, headache and vertigo, and measles for

disease of lungs and eatarrh.

A traumatic injury may and often does produce a

train of ailments quite as serions as the disability itself.
These sequelae while distinet from the original causes in their character and

nature, may nevertheless be the effects of them.

In other words, a specific disease

or injury may produce in the human organism another disability of a similar or
even a different type, which disability may be responsible for even graver results

than the original cause.

The consideration of this important and

well-known phenomenon  appeals

strongly to those who are suffering from any of the thousand ills that flesh is
heir to and is particularly worthy of the attention of those who have served their
country in the army or navy and who have while so serving received an injury or

contracted disease,

The Government has made provision for pensioning these disabled veterans,

their widows and orphans.

Sometimes the Nation's bounty may fail to reach de-

serving cases, particularly where an attempt is made to show that the veteran died

of a disability of service origin.

He may have been pensioned for a disease or

injnry originating in the service, but the eertificate of death may show that the im-
mediate canse of death was from some disease other than that for which he had

been pensioned.

In the absence of proof to show the pathological connection he-

tween the disability of service origin and the fatal disease, the pension claim if
based on the provisions of what is commonly known as the general law, is, of

course, rejected.

It is patent that if the medical evidenee in the claim were to

show that the death cause was a result or gequelate of disability of service origin,
the elaim might have been allowed, if the other conditions of title had been met.
The practice of the Pension Office has always recognized the doetrine of path-

ological sequence, but this recognition is not based upon any invariable rle or

exact formula.

Each ease is decided upon its merits,

The position of the Office

is best stated in the following extract from the oflicial “Practice of the Pension

Bureau,” pages 24 and 25.

“In stating

the pathological sequences of diseases whiech

are accepted as

being susceptible of proof it is not to be understood, in all eases, that there is a
direct affinity between the original disease and the result—that is, that the one
necessarily follows the other—but that such result is susceptible of proof. For in-
stanee, disease of rectum or liver may be direet pathologieal sequences of chronie
diarrhea: viz, there is an aflinity between them which is susceptible of proof: but
it is not accepted that under any eircumstances they are necessary results follow-

ing ehronie diarrhea * * #

r

all sequences must be proven alike.
I'he evidence usnally required in a case where a sequence is elaimed should

show the date said sequence first appeared, and the condition of the claimant as
*

to the original disease at such time,” #

*

The importance of this question of pathological sequence is apparent and ecom-
mends itself to every veteran, hoth upon his own account and on account of the
wife and children who may be dependent upon him.

To physicians and surgeons who have old soldiers as patients, the question is
likewise of more than ordinary interest., On their testimony in a large measure is the

final action of the Pension Office based,

As a matter of justice and humanity they

should see that such testimony be full and explicit, setting out in derail all symp-
toms and diseases, so that being in possession of all the faects, the Pension Office
may reach its conclusions intelligently and with fairness and justice to all.

The following extract from decisions made by the Secretary of the Interior
are pertinent to the subject under consideration:

A decision rendered Sept. 5, 1806, says:

“Soldier, during his fatal illness, suffered from disease of heart,

rheumatism. for which he was pensioned,

result of
and also from disease of lungs, which is

not conclusively shown to be due to the service, though the evidence strongly tends

to establish the same.

Both disease of lungs and disease of heart were fiactors in

eausing death, but it can not be determined with any degree of certainty which
of the two diseases was the predominant canse, or contributed most toward pro-
ducing death; and it is held that, from the evidence, it i8 more reasonable to assume
that death was due to soldier’s military service than to assume that it was not,
and the doubts in the ease will be resolved in favor of claimant.” (8 P. D., 276.)

A decision rendered March 9, 1807 (8 P. D., 474), sustains a decision of Aug.

26,

1878, which held that—

“Where soldier died of pnenmonia ingrafted on a previously existing incurable
disease of lungs, caused by his army service, his death is accepted as due to the

service.” (5 P. D, o. 8., 43.)

A decision rendered April 14, 1897,

says:

“Soldier was pensioned for disease of the kidneys, result of injury of the back,
The disease of kidneys is shown to have existed all the time in more or less severe
form from discharge to death. He also suffered for a few years before death from
rheumatism of the left shoulder, never very serious. He died of dilatation of the
heart. It is held that the disease of kidneys was the predominating disability, and
the more likely cause of the fatal disease, in view of all the evidence, and that what-
ever doubt may exist on the subject should be resolved in favor of the claimant.”

(8 P. D., 511.)

A decision rendered Aung. 21, 1807 (9 P. D, 113), confirms a decision rendered

Jan. 11, 1890, which held that—

“Where the evidence, lay and medical,

goes to show that the cause for which

pension was granted to a soldier was complicated with a disease whieh was the im-
mediate canse of the soldier’s death, the Department will sustain the widow's

claim for pension on account of the soldier's death

from said complication of

causes, holding the same, for pensionable purposes, to be due to the line of duty in

the service.” (3 P. D., 313,

In the earlier case the disabilities of service origin became complieated, in last
illness, with cerebro meningitis, not pathologically related to the other disabilities,
but which became the immediate eause of death, The decision says that the pre-
ponderance of evidence ‘““goes to establish the fact that the soldier's death was the
legitimate end of a long period of shattered hLealth, the beginning of which is di-
rectly traceable to the service, which he entered, after a thorough examination, as

a stout and healthy man.”

In the later ease heart disease, due to rheumatism of

serviee origin, was complicated, in last illness, with suppurative disease of Inngs,

which caused death. The decision 80y8:

“It is not medically established that there was a pathological connection be-
tween the lung lesion and heart affection [and] although it may be admitted that
both were factors in the death canse, yet the former, disease of lungs, was the most
prominent;” but as “it is a well-established theory that the existence of disease of
heart seriously complicates any lung lesion,” the case was ordered allowed.

THE ASSASSINATION OF VON PLEHVE.

The assassination of the Russian Min-
ister of Interior, M. Yon Plehve, the most
powerful man in the Empire, shocks the
world, and is another grievous burden to
the many under which the rotten and de-
crepit Empire is tottering. M. Von Plehve
was a type of the bureaucratic ring which
He
was not a man of the highest intelligence,
but of great personal force and untiring
activity. [He represented the ideas and
schemes of the despotic and unscrupulous
regime which holds Russia down to the
worst of old ways, and crushes any ten-
dency toward reform with a merciless hand
of iron. It is charged, with every ap-
pearance of truth, that he instigated the
horrible massacre of the Jews at Kishenef,
in order to distract the attention of the
people from the miserableness of internal
affairs. To him was attributed the re-
morseless rigors of the Russian rule in
Poland. There is no doubt that he planned
and ecarried out the wicked policy for the
destruction of the liberties and civilization
of Finland. This made him the most de-
tested man in the Empire by all those who
thought of and hoped for better things in
Russia. He was also the most feared man,
becanse he had grown up with the infa-
mous secret police of Russia, had all its
workings at his fingers' ends, and could
virtually do anything that he pleased with
it. His public career showed him to be
a man with a cynical disbelicf in every-
thing which other people consider right
and just. lle was an ardent advocate of
the war in the KEast, in order to arouse
an excitement to distract attention from
things at home. The assassination may
have the effect of weakening the war party
and the grip of the Russian Bourb
who hold Russia back to the evil way=
past centuries.

rules Russia in the name of the Czar.

GeN. JouN C. Brack, Commander-in-
Chief, G. A. R., left Washington last week
to join Mrs. Black at Mackinac Island.
He will remain there until it is time to go
to the National Encampment

GEATIFYING PROGRESS OF THE NEGRO.

A recent bulletin of the Census Bureau
on “The Negro in the United States”
gives a most gratifying exhibition of the
progress of the race, and one which will
be somewhat surprising even to the best
friends of the negro. This is particularly
true of the negro in agricultural pursuits.
He is learning to be a good farmer—quite
slowly some may think, but still learning.
He has a strong desire to get and improri*
a farm of his own. This is shown by the
following statistics of the farms of the
country:

Total. Negro.
Farms....... 5,737,372 T46,715
Imp'd acreage 414,498 487 23,362,798
Val. property.$20,439,901,164 $499.943,734
Val. products. $4,739,118,752 $255,751,145

Thus it will be seen that the negro
farmer conducts more than one-eighth of
the farms of the country and raises more
than five per cent. of the products. Only
two per cent. of the farms owned and run
by negroes are in the North., More than
one-half of the negro farms are in the four
States of Mississippi, South Carolina, Al-
abnma and Georgia. Nearly one-half of
these farms are what are known as “one-
mule farms,” of from 20 to 50 acres, and
nearly one-fifth are “two-mule farms,”
from 50 to 100 acres.

Of the 746,715 farms cultivated by ne-
groes' 21 per cent. are owned entirely by
them, and 4.2 per cent. are owned in part
by them, which shows that 40 years after
Emancipation 25.2 per cent., or one-fourth,
of the negro farmers have acquired home-
steads.

In South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,
Misgiswippi and Louisiana the negroes
form from 45 to 60 per cent. of the popu-
Intion, and are from 35 to GO per cent. of
the farmers. The negroes of the South
farm more than one-sixth of the improved
acreage and raise more than one-sixth of
the gross products. They hire one-tenth
of the farm labor and use one-fifth of the
fertilizers. In Louisiana, Mississippi and
South Carolina the percentage is still

higher, where one-half of the farms are

conducted by fegrqes. They raise more
than one-half of the products in Missis-
sippi and two-fifths of that in South Caro-
lina. The negro farmers produce almost
two-fifths of the cotton raised, more than
one-fifth of the sweet potatoes and about
one-tenth of tha tohacco and rice.

Thus, in spite of all politieal talk, it
would seem thaf the negro is getting along
astonishingly well for a race which only
40 years ago “E,;ls bought and sold in the
open market, with the average price per

head of $503. "-]

PARKER'S CHANCES.

Figuring on the result is now the chief
business of the papers of hoth sides. The
Democrats to show how DParker can be
elected and the Republicans that it is im-
possible for him to be. The New York
Times (Dem.), makes this list of States,
which cast their vote in 1892 for Mr.
Cleveland and four years later voted for
McKinley. The votes given are those they
are entitled to by the last apportionment :

1892, States. 1004,
8 California 10
6 Connecticut 6
3 Delaware 3
24 Illinois 27

]'J(I)P: Indiana 15
8 Maryland 8
i) Michigan ]
10 New Jersey 12
a6 New York 39
1 North Dakota 1
1 Ohio 1
6 West Virginia 7
12 Wisconsin 13

In this it will be seen that the votes of
Michigan, Ohio and North Dakota were
divided in 1892,

As Mr. Parker will start in with 151
votes from the Solid South, he will require
88 votes from elsewhere to elect him, and
this counting gives him something over 60
more than he would need. On this basis
he could be elected without New York.
On any other basis of caleulation New
York is essential to him. The Times as-
sumes that Parker’s nomination settles
New York and Davis's nomination settles
West Virginia, with the assurance that
Maryland and Delaware will go with West
Virginia. A number of Eastern papers
which supported Cleveland and af erward
opposed Bryan are now supporting PParker.
Among these in New York are the Herald,
Times, World and Evening Post and the
Eagle in Brooklyn.

Republican papers, on the other hand,
generally pronounce Parker's election as
“hopeless.” They claim that not only will
the Republicans hold all the States that
they carried in 1900, except Maryland, but
that they have a very good chance of carry-
ing four of the Western States, which in
1900 went to Bryan.

The Indianapolis News (Ind.), which is
owned in part f)y Senator Fairbanks, says
that the State is, tolerably sure for Roose-
velt. Mr. Roosevelt has made enemies in
Indiana, but “Thers is little of that de-
termined opposition’ that is found in the
East.” If all the gold Democrats in the
State vote for Parker, and they are joined
to all who voted for Bryan, the State may
be considered as doubtful. That this shall
occur is the exXtremie hope on the part
of the Democrats, .McKinley's plurality
in 1896 in Indianga was 18,000, and in
1900, 26,000. It is claimed of this plurali-
ty 25,000 were Gold Democrats.

Ex-President Cleveland writes that the
outlook is “full of congratulation and
hope.” iy

In his first estimate GChairman Cortelyou
classes New York, New Jersey and West
Virginia as doubtful, and gives the follow-
ing arrangement for the rest of the States:

FOR ROOSEVELT.

California .....covvvveeneee 10
Colorado ........v00000veea B
Connecticut «...cevvvrnneae T
DEIaWREe il s e
| 7 e e TR N T I S
ININO0I8. 4 canasisunisassasass 20
INdIANg: . c.esniissisansssee 1D
JOWR cicsanncsiiionsians A8
Kansas .........0evvnvenee 10
MAINRL. e e e e 6

Marviand ....icieiseoneese 8
Massachusetts ............. 16
Michigan .. ...co0eeremvmses 14
Minnesota

TR PSR ¢ |

1"0“1““8 ses s s sasen Nt EnEsn 3
Nebraska ..cocveevesvesvee 8
NevRdR . -iicivveiscinstonn :
New Hampshire ........... 4
North Dakota ............ 4
51 (R A e ot S s 7 L
Oregon i cisiicsascvonnase | 4
Pennsylvania ............... 34
RRhode Island .............. 4
South Dakota ............. 4
Utall oo v iue snnrsine iy 3
NEEINONE . iive o5 cooinimeinnn oo 4
Washington ......cvevnens. H
Wisconsin .........v0v00u.. 13
VWYOIMING sinsdsversnnioe. |3

Total. .

cernesesiiiasinenesss 26T
FOR PARKER.

AlRBAMB. o ..viviliniiisecane 11
Arkansas ......ceivnnnn.. 9
B S R R T
GOOERIR. o+ 0iain nsinssawsanoin 33
Kentnceky cccocevvorsnassas 13
Louisiana .....vuivivnnnnn. 9
Mississippi c...00venvnn.,. 10
MIBHOUTI +vcvrieennnnnnonaa 18

North Carolina ........,... 12
South Carolina ............ 9
Tennessee .......vo0nve0e.0 12
WOKAB. .o vivinie vommenvsmaviisoa TR
Virginia . oo sssinonnevanse 12

Total........... 151

This gives Roosevelt 28 votes to spare,
%0 that he could lose one big or several
small States from the list, and yet be
elected.

L R R R

IN ANSWER to questions propounded by
the Isthmian Canal Commission as to the
status of the Canal Zone in the eyes of
the law and the Treasury Department, the
Comptroller of jthe Treasury Department,
Hon. R. J. Tpeeewell, replies in a vol-
uminous opinion.:“The Canal Zone is not
a part of the ['hitéd States, and neither
are the Constitutjon or laws applicable to
it, though the general spirit and purpose of
the Constitution ave. Beyond this the
zone and that Whitl relates to it are un-
der the President apd such officers as he
may appoint. I, is to be governed by such
regulations as he in his sound discretion
shall approve. ,The, local revenues of the
zone are not meneys of the United States,
to be accounted: for to the Treasury, but
are under the t[[‘bn‘l.‘t:hi of the Canal Com-

mission. 43

A QUEER rea,ﬁirel is developing in regard
to the marvelous accumulation of old junk
on the Isthmus. It would seem that in the
grand scheme of corruption, which de-
scribes the French Company’s operations,
anybody in Krance or Belgium who had
anything to sell which he could not work
off elsewhere could get a market for it on
the Isthmus. There are thousands of tous
of machinery, locomotives, rails, and other
fubrics of steel and iron which were never
used, never intended to be used, and never
could be used, but which were bought by
the company under some pretense or otler
and sent to the Isthmus. Much of it was
#0 utterly worthless that it was used for
foundations of houses, It was piled into
the mud. where it was desired to put up
something, and a building erected upon it,

i Hle

Marching Over the War-Swept Plains of Ma-
nassas—Fairfax Court House—First View
of the Great National Capital,

“There,” said the Adjutant, as they
marched down onto the plateau of Fred-
ericksburg, and turned around to survey
Marye's Hights from the standpoint of
the Union assault. *“There was the high-
est crest reached by American valor, 1
don’t care what anybody says to the con-
trary. Pickett's charge at Gettyshurg,
that they talk so much about, isn't to be
compared to it. Pickett's charge was
made over almost level ground, withont
obstructions, and without defenses. That
there is a powerful natural fort, with the
most complete ditch and obstructions, in
that canal, and the sunken road, with its
stone wall. I wouldn't want a better place
to defend, and I couldn’t tind one this side
of Quebee, Pickett's charge was made
against an army shaken by two davs of
territic battling. This was made against
a perfectly fresh army, which had been
waiting for weeks for it. Plekett's charge
was repulsed by substantially two divisions
of the Second Corps. It took the whole
rebel army to heat this back. Pickett's
men went into the charge confident that
they were going to crown the successes of
the previous two days with a sweeping
victory, which would end the war and es-

7q Jhorty

- and their (bemrades inthe goys
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between 2000 and 300 inhabitants. Picket
stations, temporary hoxpitals, and a hun-
dred “scraps”™ between the ecavalry and
the guerrillas had inclnded it in the gen-
eral desolation. The old court house,
“built with bricks bronght from Englaud,”
as is said of nearly every one of the older
buildings in Tidewater Virginia, still stood,
but there was little of it left but the walls
and roof. Doors, windows, desks and
benches were gone, and the records of 150
vears—the legal business of the Washing-
tons, the Fairfaxes, Masons, Marshalls,
Lees, Custises, and the other great ones
of the palmy days of Fairfax County's
history were only saved by some thought-
ful Quartermaster loading them into an
army wagon and sending them to Wash-
ington quite early in the war.,

They were now but 21  miles from
Washington, and their steps were getting
longer and swifter as they felt their near-
ness to the great city, which had been
foremost in every one's thonght during
all those long, eventfnl years.

It was to their eager young minds a
true City of Enchantment. Goodness,
greatness and power centered there. Ev-
erybody of prominence went there. Many
stayad. From there came the orders and
laws which had shaped their lives, and
determined on I’eace or War. They were

IN SIGHT oF

tablish the Southern Confederacy in tri-
umph. The men who charged Marye's
Hights were old enough soldiers to know
that it had hardly a chance of success, and
they were simply going to destruction.
Yet they drove forward to within 150
vards of that stone wall, and left scores
of their dead there to mark their farthest
advance. Nothing in the history of war
shows such desperate, unhesitating valor,
and it proves the American soldier to he
the finest in the world. There is nothing
that he will not dare whenever duty seems
to ecall.”

“No one has learned that better than
I, answered the Major. “In my three
vears' service I never found any duty so
desperately dangerous that my men would
not attempt it upon the instant of men-
tioning what was wanted to he done.”

“Yes, we have always had more vol-
unteers than we needed,” agreed the Ad-
jutant,

The mareh for the next two days was
over the Plains of Manassas, only less
dreary and depressing than that through
the colossal Golgotha of the campaign
from the Rapidan to the James. Before
the war the Plains of Manassas were a
fair spot of earth to travel over. They are
to-day. I'rom the lowlying, blue Bull Run
Mountains on the west, their summits
melting in blue haze, to where the granite
foundation sinks abruptly into the Val-
leys of the Potomac and the Rappahan-
nock, is a broad, undulating expanse, just
broken enough to give it pleasing variety.
Filling the landscape are fields, meadows,
pastures with grazing cattle, stretches of
verdant woodlands, orchards, winding
creeks, running in erystal flow over white
pebbles, comfortable farm houses, some-
times  pretentious mansions,  Darrow
vellow bands of roads running to towns
which have filled a large space in history.

So it appeared before the war. So it
APPeaArs now.

It was and is a region where men and
women cian grow to their best, and get
out of life what ever there is in them to get
out. It was the home of many of the
greatest men that Virginia produced, and
whence went some of the best regiments
in the Confederate army. .

When the 200th Ind. marched across it
had been for years the camping place, the
manuvering ground and the battlefield of
two immense armies, and the runway for
bands of guerrillas and the swirling cav-
alry of both armies. Ivery rood of the
soil had felt, innumerable times, tQe tread
of armed men and the lhoof-beat of the
war-horse. Everywhere camps had been,
hospitals had sheltered the battle-stricken,
pickets had stood, lines-of-battle had
formed, cavalry had charged.

All had left traces of rnin, mementoes
of struggle and death, to mark their
presence.

As far as the eye could reach there was
not a tree, not even a clump of bushes.

Nothing that would make fire had es-
eaped the weary, hungry soldier, eager to
boil his eoffee and cook his meat,

In their frequent marches and counter-
marches a bit of wood was a lucky find,
and was picked up and carrfed along to
where a halt was made for camp.

A piece of woodland that escaped one
march was sure to be selected on the next
by the first Colonel looking for a place
to eamp his regiment “near wood and
water."”

“It looks a thonsand times worse war-
swept marching through it than it did
when we went on the railroad,” re-
marked Si, who as ranking Sergeant now
marched on the right of Co. Q. Shorty’s
place, as the second ranking Sergeant,
wns on the left of the company, but he
usually stayed with 8Si at the head, leav-
ing Monty Seruggs and Pete Skidmore
to bring up the left. There was no trouble
about this, however, for everybody was
too keen to get on to Washington to think
of straggling.

“Straggle,” remarked Shorty, when
something was said about it. “Great Je-
hosephat, a man who'd straggle in this
country, where there ain’t a chicken in
10 Counties, nor a smoke-house between
this and the Fourth of July, would do it
from pure wickedness. I don’t wonder
that the rebels fought so hard to keep the
Army of the Potomae in here., Three
months here ought to be enough to runin the
finest army ever organized. It's a heap
worse than Chattanooga.”

They camped at night at Fairfax Court

House, which had once been n town of

WASHINGTON.

coming to the fountain-head of everything.
Somehow they could not imagine it like
any other city in the world.

e sun of a bright day was sinking be-
low the summits of the Blue Ridge when
they came out on the brow of a hill above
Alexandria, and saw the City of (ireen
and White spread out before them in the
great amphitheater bounded by the semi-
circle of hills north of the Potomac, That
was before the wilderness of new build-
ings of staring red had come to thrust a
new tone into the predominating colors
of the war-time city.

They drank in, with swift, hungry eyes
all the details of the scene.

Directly in front of them was the line
of heavy works encircling the cty—works
built with measureless labor by the young
volunteers of the Army of the Potomac.
in the Fall and Winter of 1861, and en-
larged and completed by the heavy artil-
lery regiments which garrisoned Washing-
ton for two years. There were long lines
of breastworks, connecting the great forls
on every hill-top. In front of all ran deep
ditches, and before these were abatis.
chevaux-de-frise and pal'sades, and all
forms of obstructions and entanglements.
From every fort gaped the black mouths
of huge guns, and the defenses were as
perfect as art and infinite labor could
make them.

Away to the right, upon a broad plain
at the side of the widening Potomac, lax
quaint old Alexandria, which had bustled
much more in the last four years than in
all of its previous century, by reason of
being a base of supplies for the army. The
whole of the grear level plateau was cov-
ered with camps, barracks, hospitals, cor-
rals, Quartermaster, Commissary anl
ordnance sheds, and there were teams and
men enough moving to carry on the com-
merce of a great city.

Among the noteworthy sights
bales of hay piled as high as hills,

Miles to the left rose the hights of
Arlington, crowned by the stately Lee
Mansion. It looked at that distance to be
veritable stone, instead of lath-and-plaster
imitation.

Across the broad Potomac, upon whose
lakelike bosom lay a great fleet of war
ships, trapsports and merchant vessels,
with busy little tugs rushing about like
giant water insects, lay the National Cap-
ital, with its rectangular streets, broad
avenues, and innumerable parks, squares
and circles, now making a brave effort to
green over the ravages of their use as
camps and corrals. Everywhere were the
great low buildings of rough boards, built
for hospitals, barracks, and storehouses.

Ni and Shorty pointed out to the rest the
White House, the great white mass of the
unfinished Capitol, the Treasury, Patent
Office, Smithsonian, the Navy Yard,
Arsenal, and the famous Long Bridge, over
which 1,000,000 had been marched to bat-
tle, and 100,000 sick and wounded brought
back to fill the hospitals.

On the line of hills beyond the city—
to the east, north and west—was continued
the circle of heavy forts and connecting
breastworks, extending from the command-
ing hights on the Potomac above George-
town to the Anacostia 1lills below it. The
line was 35 miles long, and required 23,-
000 men to occupy it.

All the forts were garrisoned, and flew
their flags. Every suitable piece of ground
inside the great circle of circumvallation
wis now a regimental, brigade or division
camp, maintained with the utmost disci-
pline, and flying a regular garrison flagz.
Witly the flags on the public buildings, the
hospitals, the storehouses, and the shipping
in the river this made a wilderness of ban-
ners, a glorious riot of the National colors.
The green and white seemed to have blos-
somed flowers in radiant beauty, rising
far toward the glad sunshine of perfect
days following the storms of war.

In all of the camps and forts, over the
whole of the 100 square miles of the origi-
nal District of Columbia, they were now
holding dress parades of all of the 100,-
000 or more men then camped in and
around Washington.

The men, dressed in their freshest and
best, with their muskets shining like sil-
ver, were marching into line, while bands
by the hundreds were filling the after-
neon air with bursts of patriotic melodies.

“Say, Shorty, this is a country worth
fighting for,” said Si, deeply impressed by
the wonderful scene. *I'm glad that [
belong to it, and was born im it."”

*0, yes, and yon deserve to be patted
on the back for having selected Indiana
as your birthplace, when other fellows,
wha didn't know wuo better, were letting

.

were

themisclves be born in England, Germany,

and other benighted portions of the world,”
laughed Shorty. *“Well, it's a good deal
of work to live up to being born an Ameri-
can, but after looking at this I think it
is worth it.”

“l wish Abe Lincoln could have lived
to have seen all this,” murmured 8i. “He
of all men deserved to.”

“Major,” said an Aid riding up and
salut'ng. *“You will pick out g~ best
place you can find around here. and put
Your men into camp. You will then get them
ready for the Grand NReview. The Army
of the IPotomac will be reviewed on the
23d, and Sherman's Army the next day.
Issue new clothing to those who need it,
and get them into the best poszible shape.
'l'lu-_ Army of the Potomac is going to put
on its best frills, and beat the Regulars,
if it can, and we don’t want to look kke
a bound boy at a husking, so put your
best foot foremost.™

“Very good,” replied the Major. “Pre-
sent my compliments to the General, and
tell him that the 200th Ind. will, as usual,
make every effort to be a eredit to the
brigade and the corps.”

“o  you hear that, vem Injianny
Hoosiers”” said Shorty to the company,
“That means that yvou've got to drop with
a dull thud your Georgin and South Caro-
lina manners. and behave as if you've
been brought up among white folks. Let's
make people believe that out in Injianny
we know just ax much about paper collars
and white gloves as the Army of the Po-
tomac. 1 know it'll give some of you
colds to take a good wash, and you'll
have to learn all over agzain how to black
your shoex, but let's do it for the sake of
the State that raises the fattest hogs and
the tallest corn, the prettiest girls and the
best soldiers of any in the [Union.”

The boys answered wih a vell of ap-
proval, and set about makinga camp.

(To be continued.)

TO ENCOURAGE AMERICAN MARKSMANSHIP

The War Department has taken a very
important step forward in the direction of
educating American youth in rifle shooting
by the approval of a system for a “Na-
tional Marksman's Reserve.,” The ohject
of this is the encouragement of the science

of marksmanship, and if the plans result
as aunticipated it will in a few years pro-
duce in the United States 1,000,000 men
who will have for practical purposes on
the hattleficld nearly all the requirements
for the most efficient soldier= in the world.
The National Rifle Association is estab-
lished for the purpose of enconraging prae-
tice shooting, and among its ohjects will be
to establish and encourage shooting gal-
leries and field ranges. It proposes to pur-
chase at cost rifles resembling those now
in use in the Regnlar Army, and sell them
at a slight advance to those who wish to
practice, and ammuunition as near cost as
possible. Literature will be furnished to
every one who desires it, and the follow-
ing regulations have been established for
membership in the association:

“1. All members of the National Rifle
Association and of affiliated organizations
are eligible to compete,

*2. They must be citizens between the
zges of 18 and 45.

*3. The course will consist of 21 shots:
five shots for record at 200, 300 and 500
yards; two sighting shots allowed at each
range, which must be taken.

4. Arm.—The United States magazine
rifle, caliber .30, or a rifle that has been
viewed and stamped by the National Rifle
Asrociation. Ammunition, U. 8. service

nr] private makes that come within the
rules.

*5. Entrance fee, 25 cents. Official
score sheets can be secured from the See-
retary of the local afliliated organization,
or if not a member of any local organiza-
tion direct from the Secretary of the Na-
tional Rifle Association.

“6. The score sheets of those who make
a total seore of 50 points at all ranges
will be forwarded to the Secretary of the
National Rifle Association, who will tabn-
late them and forward to the War De-
partment. All those who qualify will re-
ceive a National Marksman's button.”

* * * - . .-

It is recommended that a bill be intro-
duced in Congress appropriating, say,
$1.000,000 per year for five years, to be
expended under the direction of the Secre-
tary of War in the promotion of this
scheme. It proposes to establish ranges,
to be open to civilians on Saturdays and
holidays. Inspeotors of Rifle Practice are
to be appointed from the National Guard
of each State, with superior Inspectors
from the Regular Army. It is also sug-
gested that there shall be details from Reg-
ular troops as markers and scorers at such
ranges as civilinns may use for practice,
Another proposition is to furnish every
nne who wishes to practice with 25 rounds
of ammunition free of cost, and all addi-
tional at half the actual cost.

~—

Tue diplomats of Europe are in general
even more hostile to the rise of Japan into
a world power than they were to our as-
sumption of that rank. Our rise was in a
measure discounted. Ever since the first
announcement of the Monroe Doctrine the
more astute among the diplomats realizged
that as fast as our strength and resources
developed we wonld assume a predomi-
nance over this whole hemisphere,

Especially since the suppression of the
rebellion they saw that it would be an
uphill struggle to contend with our infin-
ence this side of the Atlantie, and the
wisest amoung them pradently refrained
from any serious thought of it. It is
wholly different with Japan. The rise of
the Japanese means a mew force to be
reckoned with in any plans for power or
influence in the myriad-peopled Orient.
Only England can view with equanimity
the rise of Japan. England has gotten
substantially all she wants in the KEast,
and mainly desires to be secure in her
present holdings. She does mnot want any
thing that threatens India, nor any inter-
ference with the open door in China.
Japan's success will cripple Ruczia, keep
her off India, and stop her aggressions in
China. At the same time the English do
not want the Japanese to become too big.
France and Germany would like to see
Russia win, because Russia's seizure of
Manchuria and Korea would be a pretext
and justification of their grabbing large
slices of China. With Japan completely
victorions sll thought of C(hinese posses-
sions must vanish, and France's hold
upon Cochin-China may be shaken.

AUSTRALIA now has a strictly Labor
Union Cabinet. Mr. J. C. Watson, who is
both Prime Minister and Treasurer, was 10
yvears ago an unknown printer on an even-
ing paper in Sydney. He could not get
work in his trade all the time, so that he
had to get employment wherever he could.
At one time he was a groom in Lord Car-
rington's stables. One of the other Minis-
ters is a miner, a third an unbrella-maker,
the fourth an agricultural laborer, the fifth
an engine-fitter, the sixth a reporter, and
the seventh is the only non-laborer, but he
is a lawyer, with very advanced views on
Labor Unions. Premier Watson, the
printer, has never before held office, but he
is a cool, moderate, sensible man, with a
gift for saying exactly what he wishes to
say, and not 8 word more. He has also
great tact, and can enforce discipline with-

out making it apparent.




