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CHAPTER XXVIL H

ON THE MISSISSIPPI HIGHLANDS.

Grant’s Audaclous Strategy—Pemberton
Utterly Bewildered—Swift Marches
and Sharp, Quick Blows Increase His
Confusion—Battle of Port Gibson, Cap-
ture of Grand Gulf, Battle of Hny-
mond, and the Cutting of the Railroad.
Joe Jobhnston Arrives “Too Late.”

Gen. Grant was now rushing every-
thing forward across the Mississippi
River. He had, according to his re-
turns for the month of April, an effec-
tive strength of 50,088, These were
not all available east of the river, for
the reason that the line of communica-
tions had to be carefully looked after
and there were also detachments too
remote to be brought up In time from
their duty on the various enterprises
which had been prosecuted. McAr-
thur's Division of McPherson's Corps
was still up the river, and one of his|
brigades remained at Lake Providence
during the entire campaign.

To Blair's Division of Sherman's
Corps was assigned the duty of guard-
ing the roads from Milliken's Bend.
Sherman was promptlly recalled from
his feinting maneuver upon Haynes's
Bluff, and presently Grant had 41,000
effectives across the river. These were
without wagons, horses for the officers
or other necessary equipments. Grant
himself was without a horse for a day
or two after he got over the river, and
then one was picked up for him which}
he mounted with a rude saddle that had
been found somewhere, and rode this
outfit for nearly a week.

May 1 Gen. Grant had with him the
Thirteenth Corps., under Gen. McCler-
nand, and two brigades of Logan's Di-
vision, about 20,000 in all. They were
spon reinforced by Logan’s remaining
brigade and Crocker's Division of the
Seventeenth Corps. Sherman arrived
May 7 with two brigades of his division;
making a total force on that day of
about 33,000 men. With these Gen.
Grant pushed forward with the greatest
energy—-celerity was everything. Pem-
berton, who had taken up his head-
quarters at Jackson, 50 miles east of

Vicksburg, had at his command fully
60,000 effectives between Haynes's
Bluff and Port Hudson. Grierson's
raid had strongly disturbed the ar-

rangement of Pemberton's forces by de-
tachments sent out along the railroad
and elsewhere to protect {important
points against the daring little band
of cavalry.

It was absolutely necessary for Gen.
Grant to interpose between these eutly-
ing forces and prevent their junetion.
He had the most fear of what Ge:d. Jo-
seph E. Johnston might do. He was
the ablest of all the Confederate com-
manders, and he had command of all
the troops west of the Allegheny
Mountains. With Rosecrans lying idle
at Stone River there was no reason why
Johnston might not detach a large por-
tion of Bragg's force and hurry it
down the Mississippi. There were 55,-
00 available men in Arkansas, whom
Johnston had been urging to have sent
across the river. Since the Union fleet
now had control of the entire length of
the Mississippi these men were isolated,
and no further thought need be given
them.

The first step was to take immediate
advantage of Pemberton's confysion of
mind and increase it. While Pemberton
had been awakened to the faet that
something unusual was going on by the
passage of the gunboats and the arrival
of Grant’s head of column on the east-
ern side of the river, he yet failed to ap-
preciate the entire significance of the
movement. Sherman’'s very showy
demonstration on the Yazoo River had
produced the desired effect upon the
minds of Pemberton and his subordim-
ates. Though Sherman had re-em-
barked his men after a number of
threatening maneuvers and considera-
ble shelling of the woods by the gun-
boats, it still looked as if Grant's cross-
ing at Bruinsburg might be a feint to
distract attention from Sherman’s re-
newal In strong force of his attempt to
get upon the high land in the neighbor-
hood of Haynes's Bluff.

A Splendid Army.

The army which Gen. Grant had
about him was exceedingly fit for the
enterprise in hand. The men, after
their months of discouraging struggles
with the swamps and floods, were in the
highest spirits, at last being on solid
ground where they could plant their
feet firmly. Having this they were
ready and willing for anything else
and had no doubt of their ultimate suc-
cess,  Colonels, Brigade, Division and
Corps Commanders were all tried men
of proved ability, habituated by long
assoclation to acting promptly in con-
cert, and full of confidence in them-
sclves, in each other and their com-
mander.

Gen. Grant was somewhat hampered
by his desire to carry out the spirit of
Gen. Halleck's order with regard to
co-operating with Gen. Banks. Gen.
Halleck seemed to want Grant to unite
with Gen. Banks in reducing Port Hud-
son, and then siart upon any subse-
quent operation. Gens. Banks and
Grant had communieated on the mat-
ter, but there was a lack of concert in
their views, and it was now found that
Banks's plan involved his movemeni
from Baton Rouge with 15,000 men on
May 10. If this was waited for it would
be a most serious delay In the opera-
tions, and Grant at once realized that
even if the reduction of Port Hudson
was immediately efflected he would lose
much more, by the concentration of the
enemy’s forces, than he was likely to
gnin by the addition of Banks's 15,000
men to his army.

The Battle of Port Gilbson.

cluded the relnforcements which
reached him after the action was over.
In his detailed report, made June 4,
1863, Gen. Bowen sayvs that as early
as April 20 he began to believe that
Gen. Grant intended to pass below
Vicksburg and make a lodgment at or
near Grand Gulf. The members of his
staff eoncurred in this view, and it was
decided that it would take from 15,000

to 20,000 men to give battle to the
forces that were liauble to be thrown
across, He dlscovered April 30 that

Granut was landing at Bruinsburg, and
he sent out Brig.-Gen. Green to occupy
the roads leading from Bruinsburg to
Port Gibson. He sent out other por-
tions of his garrison to hold other roads
and fords by which the Union troops
could advance and threaten his flanks.

The news of the crossing reached
Pemberton at Jackson, and though he
was still feeling apprehensive of Sher-
man’'s maneuvers he telegraphed to
Stevenson, in command of Vicksburg,
to send 5,000 men at once to Bowen's
assistance, and Stevenson started
Tracy’'s and Baldwin's Brigades late on
the afternoon of April 29. Pemberton

haus renewed his front attack. It was
a short, deadly fight for a few minutes,
in which Tracy, the brigade command-
er, was killed and Green led the com-
mand off on the road to Grand Gulf,
burning the bridge over Bayou Pilerre
and taking up a strong position on the
hills beyond. Baldwin retreated
through Port Gibson and burned the
bridge behind him. The retreat was
conducted in good order, and it was
dark before Grant's troops could reach
Port .Gibson.

Though the statements of Bowen's
superiors were to the effect that he had
about ¥,500 men in the battle, he offi-
cially stated his strength at 5,500. Of
these he reports to have lost 60 killed,
340 wounded and 387 missing. The
Union commander reports, however,
having taken over 600 prisoners.

Gen. Grant officially reported that he
had lost 129 killed, 710 wounded and
10 missing.

Reports of the fighting were sent to
Pemberton, who had gone to Vicksburg,
and he began working the wires ener-
getically to collect his scattered forces
and make headway against Grant. Gen.
Loring, who was at Meridian, was or-
dered to come by rail to Edwards’'s Sta-
tion, with all the troops he could gath-
er up; but, making all haste, Loring
was still unable to get within 20 miles
of the battlefield that day and Pem-
berton sent out from Vicksburg three
brigades under Stevenson. Gen. Grant
pressed forward the next morning as
soon as it was light enough to see the
road, and at once began the construc-
tion of bridges to take the army across
the southern fork of Bayou Pierre.
What is called a raft bridge was soon
laid from timber obtained by tearing
down buildings, stables, fences, etc.

the following congratulatory order to
his men:

“General Orders, No. 32.
‘“Headquarters Department

Tennessee,

“In the Field, Hankinson's Ferry, Miss.,

May 7, 1863.

“Soldifers of the Army of the Ten-
nessee: Once more 1 thawk you for add-
ing another victory to the long list of
those previously won by your valor and
endurance. The triumph gained over
the enemy near Port Gibson on the 1st
inst. i8 one of the most important of the
war. The capture of five cannon and
more than 1,000 prisoners, the posses-
sion of Grand Gulf, and a firm foothold
upon the highlands between the Big
Black and Bayou Pierre, from whence
we threaten the whole line of the ene-
my, are among the fruits of this bril-
liant achievement. The march from
Milliken’'s Bend to the point opposite
Grand Gulf was made in stormy weath-
er, over the worst of roads; bridges and
ferries had to be constructed; moving
by night as well as by day, with labors
incessant and extraordinary, privations
have been endured by men and officers
as have rarely been paralleled in any
campaign. Not a murmur nor a com-
plaint has been uttered. A few days’
continuance of the same zeal and con-
stancy will secure to this army the
crowning victory over the rebellion.
More difficulties and privations are be-
fore us. Let us endure them manfully.
Other battles are to be fought. Let us
fight them bravely. A grateful country
will rejoice at our success, and history
will record it with immortal honor.
“U. 8. Grant, Major-General, Command-

ll’lg."

Information for the Secretary of War.
Mr. C. A. Dana sent from Hankin-

of the

Everyone, officers and privates, en-
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also ordered Tilghman to gather up all
the men around Jackson and start to-
ward Vieksburg. Tracy's Brigade
reached Grand Gulf on the afternoon of
April 20, and Baldwin's Brigade came
in later. with both bodies badly jaded
on account of the rapid march.

The Opening of the Battle.

Carr had been pushed out with his
division on the road leading to Port
Gibson immediately after the bluffs had
been gained, and at midnight, about 10
miles from Bruinsburg and four from
Port Gibson, his advance ran up against
the pickets of Green’'s Brigade. There
was a brief scattering fire and then
Carr, not wishing to attack in the dark,
over ground of which he was entirely
ignorant, withdrew a short distance,
and his men lay on their arms in the
road until daylight. Osterhaus’'s and
Hovey's Divisions eame up to Carr’s
position during the night and A. J.
Smith's was well closed up to them.

As soon as it was daylight the ene-
my's position was hastlly reconnoitered
and it was found |t was on two
roads which describe an angle and a
semi-circle and unite at Port Gibson.
Green's Brigade was posted across the
southern road and Tracy's was astride
the northern. Between the two was a
deep valley, thickly overgrown, which
prevented any concert between the two
Union wings. The country immediate-
ly around was rough and difficult for
the movement of troops, being gener-
ally short, steep, detached hillsides, be-
tween which were deep ravines filled
with impenetrable thickets of cane and
underbrush. The battle was brought
on at 5:30 by MeClernand's pushing
forward Osterhaus’s Division on the
ieft, along the northerly road, with
Garrard’'s Brigade in advance. It
struck Tracy's Confederate * Brigade,
which met it with a sharp fire and
checked its advance until Sheldon’s
Brigade came to Garrard's assistance
and forced the Confederates back a
short distance, but was unable to ad-
vance farther for several hours.

With Benton's Brigade in advance on
the right of the southerly road and
Stone’'s Brigade on the left of the road,
Carr advanced at 6:15, but made slow
progress over the difficult ground and
through the heavy brush. He finally
came upon Green's Brigade posted very
strongly on a high ridge.

Benton's and Stone’'s Brigades had
become much separated in working for-
ward, and Hovey, always eager to be In
the fight, had thrust his Division into
the gap. The line then worked ils way
forward through the obstructions until
it reached a point at the foot of the
ridge, and about 150 yards from the
Confederate line, which had in the cen-
ter a battery of artillery. Without wait-
ing for more than a brief study of the
position, the line rushed forward reso-
lutely, gained the ridge, captured two
picces of artillery and 400 prisoners.
Green fell back with the remainder of
his brigade toward Port Gibson. Bowen
sent out other troops to reinforce his
first advance, and tinally went himself,
reaching the battlefield about 9 o’clock.
He hnltr‘?the retreating troops, brought
up the pthers to their assistance, and
establisle*d a new line about one mile
in the rear of the

battlefield. Rein-

The officer in command at

from that State to the Military Acad-

cmy, from which he graduated July 1. |

1853, with fairly good sts .ing, and
was appointed a Second Lieutenant in
the Mounted Riflemen. He only
served three years, however, when he
resigned to return to Georgia and be-
came an architect. He removed to St.
Louis in 1577, and was one of the men
most relied upon by the Secessionists
to carry out their schemes for seizing
the Arsenal and turning the State over
to the Southern Confederacy. Gov.
Claib. F. Jackson appointed him one
of his Generals in command of the
Btate troops, and he participated in
all the operations of those forces un-
til they were turned over to the South-
ern Confederacy, when he received a
commission as Brigadier-General. Gen.
Bowen had a force variously stated by
himself and other Confederates at from
8,000 to %,000. The latter is Gen. Joe
Johnston’s figure. Probably this in-

forcements were also sent to Traey,

Grand | who was =till holding his own against
Gulf was Brig.-Gen, John 8. Bowen. |Osterhaus on the northern road.
who was born in Georgia and appointed |

Here
ta very stubborn fight took place, lasting
‘an hour and a half, during which Bow-
en took two regiments and tried to turn
| MeClernand's - right flank. Burbridge
imet this with his brigade and drove it
| back, but the Confederates still clung to
the position which they had assumed.

Gen. Grant, arriving on the field
about 10 o'clock, reconnoitered the ene-
my's lineg and took the direction of the
battle in his own hands. MecClernand
had been sending back requests for
reinforeements, although he had three
divisions fighting less than two bri-
gades, and eould not use effectively
half the troopas he had.

Geén. Grant ordered a brigade sent to
support Osterhans and make a flank
movement on the Confederates, and
McPherson accompanied this in person.

So tangled and diflicult was the coun-
try that this took hours to accomplish,
and it was not until 5 o'clock that J. E.
Smith's PErigade struck the enemy’s
right flank at the sgme time that Oster-

THE MOVEMENT ON JACKSON.

gaged in the work, for it was of the ut-
most importance that the army be got-
ten across and secure Grand Gulf be-

the place from Vicksburg.
Wonderful Looking Trains,

The men were also sent out into the
country to gather up transportation for
the army, and soon had most astonish-
ing trains, made up of family carriages,
farm wagons, carts, and all other man-
ner of vehicles that would carry car-
tridges and provisions. The draft ani-
mals were similarly various—horses,
mules and oxen being found intermixed
in some of the teams.

At Port Gibson Gen. Grant learned
through a Southern paper of the com-
plete success of Col. Grierson’s raid, and
realized that the raid would be of the
greatest help to him if he should prop-
erly take advantage of the confusion
induced in the rebel army.

Crocker's and Logan’s Divisions took
the lead in crossing the South Fork of
Bayou Pierre and reached the North
Fork, eight miles distant, where they
found the bridge still burning. The
fire was put out and the bridge repaired
during the night.

Gen, Loring had now ecome up, and
he made every effort to resist the pas-
sage of the North Fork of Bayou
Pierre, placing troops to guard Grind-
stone Ford, Hankinson’s Ferry and
Willow Springs. He soon saw, how-
ever, that these efforts would be futile

2
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BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON.

and that Gen. Grant was maneuvering
80 as to pass on the flanks, and riding
over to Grand Gulf, Loring found that
Gen, Bowen had already prepared to
evacuate that place to save his garri-
son. Loring concurred in Bowen's plan,
which was still further fortified by in-
structions recelved from Gen. Pember-
ton not to allow himself and troops to
be caught in a pocket.

The 2d Mo. was left In Grand Gulf
until night, while the other troops
marched out. That night the 2d Mo.
did its work well, spiking and bursting
the heavy guns and exploding the three
great magazines, when it marched out
and succeeded in gaining Bowen's Di-
vision. Learning of the abandonment
of the position, Gen, Grant started
across the country to Grand Gulf and
theré met Commodore Porter, who had
taken possession. He had at first in-
tended making Grand Guif a base from
which to supply his army with refer-
ence to eo-operating with Gen, Banks,
but he declided upon a bolder plan, and
on the night of the 3d left Grand Gulf
for Willow Springs, to move his col-
umns forward with the appearance of
attacking Vicksburg, but really having
an objective much bolder and more de-

cislve in character. He sto
H : g pped

fore the enemy could strongly reinforce|

t
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son's Ferry the following letter to
Secretary Stanton: °
“Hankinson's Ferry, May 6§, 1863; 10
&, I T
“Via Memphis, Tenn.,, May 18; 11 a. m,
“Enemy had built a bridge of fiat-
boats across the Big Bldck at this point.
Logan pressed up on them so hard in
his pursuit that they were not able to
destroy it. It I8 reported by our pick-
ets that they have two brigades in our
front on the other shore, and McPher-
son s goinf over this morning with a
competent force to stir them up. But
for the exceeding incompetency of Gen.
McClernand, and the delay thence
arising, the movement from Bruins-
burg in this direction must Fave re-
sulted In the capture of 5,000 Instead
of about 700 rebels. A tug with barges
ran the Vicksburg batteries on Sun-
day night, the 3d inst. The hay with
which the loading of the barges was
covered was set on fire, and the hard
bread beneath was epnsiderably dam-
aged by water in patting it out, but
yesterday 200 wagons loaded with ra-
tions arrived from Milliken's Bend at
Perkins's Plantation. As soon as these
supplies reach here and Sherman's
troops arrive, the general advance up
this peninsula will be resumed. Sher-
man himself was at Grand Gulf yester-
day, and two of his divisions will de-
bark there today. The army here is
distributed across the peninsula, guard-
ing every point, Gen. McClernand is
on the right center; McFPherson here on
the left. A reconnoissange pushed as
far as Rocky Springs and in the vicin-
ity of the ferry on the Vicksburg road
discovers no enemy. Please notice that
in my dispatch of yesterday 1 was mis-
informed as to Logan’s movement of
the evening previous. It was on the
Warrenton and not the Vicksburg
road. The army is thoroughly recov-
ered from the fatigue of the late oper-
ations.

“Hon. E. M. Stanton,
War.”

e - i

“C., A. Dana.
Secretary of

Four Precious Days.

Gen. Pemberton lost four precious
days In endeavoring to understand
Grant's movements and intentions.
Naturally he could only measure Gen,
Grant by such a commonplace standard
as himself, and he made his disposi-
tions, as far as he made any intelligent
dispositions, to counteract what a man
of his caliber in Grant’'s position would
do. Gen. Grant had thrust forward
McPherson across the Big Black from
Hankinson's Ferry to within five miles
of Warrenton. This led Gen. Pem-
berton to believe that Grant intended
to do the obvious thing of moving im-
mediately to besiege him In Vicksburg,
beginning his lines at the river below
the city. But soon Gen. Pemberton
learned that Gen. Grant was moving
on up the Big Black, ‘and then he be-
came certain that his opponent was go-
ing to do the next obviows thing. 'That
is, cut the railroad: from Jackson at
some point beyond the Big Black and
advance to the siege frol the eastward.
Congequently Pemberton at once be-
gan a concentration: of his troops at
Edward's Station, where ‘he anticipated
that the battle would be delivered. He
telegraphed what he whs doing to Jo-
seph E. Johnston and Jefferson Davis,
and Johnston answered at once: “If
Grant crosses, unite all your troops to
beat him. Success will give back what
was abandoned to win it.” This meant
that Pemperton should withdraw all
his troops from around Vicksburg and
unite them where he could strike
Grant’s heads of columns and crush
them. The thought of abandoning
Vicksburg or leaving it open with an
Insufficlent defense .against a rapid
movement from Grant's army was in-
tolerable to Pemberton,: and he would
not obey Johnston's order. Jefferson
Davis expressed the opinion that
Grant's army was not making any-
thing more than a raid; that it could
not live more than a - few days away
from the river, and’ it might be ex-
pected to soon return to Warrenton,
where It could get - supplies brought
across to . Young's Point. Therefore,
the three dlvisions which had been out
toward Grand Gulf were brought back
to interpose Grant and Vicks-
burg, with Lo ‘s Division placed to

EARLY DAYS

men From the First.

By WALTER KEMPSTER, M. D,,

There are but few persons acquainted
with the difficultles attending the ef-
fgrts made to create a corps of cavalry
for the Army of the Potomac. In a
general way it is understood that the
Government did not favor the organiza-
tion of regiments of mounted troops,
but the extent of direct opposition to
prevent the enlistment of mounted
troops is not so well known.

The First Cavalry Explolt.

The active opposition of Regular
Army officers to the enrollment of cav-
alrymen appears strange, in view of the
fact that after the fall of Fort Sumter
one of the first warlike actions took
place at Harper’'s Ferry on the 18th day
of April, 1861, when First Lieut. R.
Jones, United States Mounted Rifles,
who had been sent with 43 mounted
men to secure, if possible, the army
stores supposed to be in the arsenal at
that place, ascertained that from 3,000
to 5,000 Confederate troops were rapid-
ly concentrating upon Harper's Ferry.
His orders were to secure the munitions
of war at that point. Falling to receive
reinforcements, which he had repeat-
edly asked for, and determined that the
arsenal should not fall into the hands
of the Confederate troops, he set fire to
the buildings and made his way to Car-
lisle Barracks.

The Confederates had intended to
surprise the small force under Lieut.
Jones, but about a mile from Harper's
Ferry they met Jones's sentinels, who
halted the Confederates. Their officers
held a consultation, and while doing so
were alarmed by a flash of light and ex-
plosion at Harper's Ferry. Capt. Turner
Ashby, at the head of the Fauquier
County Cavalry, galloped forward, but
soon returned with the report that the
Government buildings were all on fire,
and that the National troops had evac-
uated the town.

Thus the first act in the awful drama
80 soon to follow was participated In
by cavalry on both sides.

That the action of Lieut. Jones was
considered proper I8 apparent from the
fact that he recelved a letter from Gen.
Scott commending his conduct, which
was supplemented by promotion to a
Captaincy and the thanks of Congress.

The Philadelphia Troop.

On the 23d of April, 1861, L. Thomas,
Adjutant-General, U. 8. A., directed
Maj). G. H. Thomas, U. 8. A, then in
command at ‘Carlisle Barracks, to re-
cruit to the maximum number imme-
diately the four companies of the 24
U. 8. Cav., then at Carlisle, and the
next day orders were issued to purchase
the necessary number of ‘hprses. A
requisition was made for equipments
and ammunition, that the troops might
be ready at the earliest practicable mo-

OF CAVALRY.

Persistent and Unaccountable Opposition to Mounted Men by the
War Department — Many Splendid Bodies Rejected—Others
Become the Nuclei of Superb Regiments—Strong Need of Horse-

First Lieutenant, 10th N. Y. Cav.

as it had been since its organization.
They numbered 88 souls. Their services
were tendered and accepted several
times during the continuance of the
rebellion.

With the exeeption of the Ancient
and Honorable Artillery Company of
Boston, this troop is the oldest military
organization in the United States, and
during the rebellion many of its mem-
bers earned brilliant reputations in the
army. Capt. James was afterward Col-
onel of the 9th Pa. Cav., and was killed
in aection.

The Philadelphia Troop offered their
services on the 15th day of April, but
were not accepted until nearly one
month had elapsed. In the meantime
Gen, Scott concluded that he had need
for cavalry, and on the 27th of April
sent an order to Maj. George H. Thom-
as, directing him to send the four com-
panies of cavalry then at Carlisle with
all possible dispatch to Washington, en-
joining that the route which would in-
sure their arrival at the Capital at the
earliest moment practicable must be
taken, the order concluding with these
words: “The men must be prepared to
encounter opposition and to overcome
it.”” Following this, another dispatch
was sent to Maj. Thomas, directing him
to send the men from Carlisle to Wash-
ington via Gettysburg, avoiding, as far
as possible, the larger towns, such as
Frederick City, and commanding him
to make all needful arrangements to
render the movement prompt and suc-
cessful,

These circumstances are mentioned
because they contrast so remarkably
with subsequent orders from the War
Office.

District of Columbia Cavalry.

When the Nation’'s Capital was In
such great peril during the early days
of April, 1861, volunteers were enrolled
from among Department clerks and
from loyal citizeng in the District of
Columbia. Among those volunteers was
a company of men who did noble serv-
ice, but about whose organization there
has been great difficulty in obtaining
more than the most meager outlines.
They were content to serve their coun-
try in ite hour of greatest danger, to
serve it well, and then retire. Many
of its members, however, enlisted else-
where. I refer to a company of cavalry
commanded by Capt. Samuel W. Owen,
which was organized in Washington on
the 26th day of April, 1861, to serve
for three months. From the date of
their muster-in until they were finally
discharged they performed almost
cessant scouting and outpost duty, and

to headquarters and their
promptly thwarted.

treachery

“THEY MET JONES'S SENTI

ment, On the day that the President
issued a call for volunteers, namely,
April 15, 1861, the “First Troop, Phila-
delphia City Cavalry,” commanded by
Capt. Thomas C. James, tendered Iits
services to Governor Curtin, of Pennsyl-
vania. This troop was originally or-
ganized in 1774, and has maintained its
organization from that day to this. Dur-
ing the Revolutionary War the troop
took an active part in campaigning, for
a time serving as Gen. Washington's
body-guard in 1775-17.

The commanding officer of the Phila-
delphia Troop was informed that the
Government did not need cavalry, and
their service was declined; but, after
continuous effort made by Gen. Patter-
son and others, a special order was ob-
tained from the War Department ac-
cepting this troop, and it was mustered
into service May 13, 1861, for the pe-
riod of three months.

They left Philadelphia for Carlisle on
the 29th of May, being ordered to re-
port ‘to Col. George H. Thomas, and
under his command took part in the
movements about Falling Waters, Va.,
where on the 17th of June they had a
gkirmish with the enemy. Thence they
went to Martinsburg, Va., where they
had a sharp engagement.

It is somewhat amusing to those who
participated in the movements of cav-
alry throughout the war to read Gen.
Patterson’s report of this affair, where-
in he says: “The cavalry could not be
employed in pursuit, on account of the
numerous fences and walls crossing the
country.” At the expiration of their
term of service, Aug. 17, 1861, Col.
Thomas said of the Philadelphia Troop,
that they were deserving *the high-
est encomiums for military capacity,
strict attention to duty, promptness and
bravery."” - : Z
. During their campaign the troop was
i ounted and equipped at its own cost,

NELS, WHO HALTED THEM.”

On the 24th of May, 1861, Capt
Owen's company of cavalry crossed the
Potomac with Gen. Heintzelman’s com-
mand. He speaks of this troop as fol-
lows: “Capt. S. Owen, who command-
ed some of the District cavalry, accom-
panied me, and had with him men well
acquainted with the country. I gave
directions to Capt. Owen to lead Col.
Butterfield’s regiment as far as Four
Mile Run, and there take post on the
right of the road; then conduct Col.
Wilcox with the 1st Mich. to Alexan-
dria, to unite with the New York Zou-
aves, under Col. Ellsworth, and occupy
Alexandria. This was done without op-
position, although they captured 35
cavalrymen with theilr horses and
equipments, belonging to the famous
Black Horse Cavalry, commanded by
Capt. Ball.”

Capt. Owen’s company was mustered
out of the service July 19, 1861. They
were willing to continue their organiza-

tion, but were mustered out because
their ‘services were no longer re-
quired.”

The action of the Philadelphia City
Troop stimulated the patriotic ardor of
certain young men in Philadelphia to
open an enrollment office, and on the
17th day of April, 1861, Walter S. New-
hall began organizing a troop of cav-
alry. They determined to accept none
for their troop who could not pass a
rigid physical and moral examination,
but within one week their ranks were
filled, and they went into camp at
Chestnut Hill. They mounted and
equipped themselves, employed an ex-
Sergeant of United States Cavalry as
Drill Master, and began their work in
true soldierly fashion.

The most strenuous efforts were made
by infiluential persons to cause this troop
to be mustered into the service of the
United - States, without success. They

in-ito raise the regiment had been gi
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til after the middle of June, when, aftes
repeated disappointments, they dis-
banded because the Government would
not accept cavalry.

The Fremont Body Guard.

Young Newhall and others, thinking
there were better opportunities in the
West, went to St. Louis, where Gen,
Fremont made these young men the
nucleus of a cavalry organization; but
the majority of his men came from
Kentucky. Young Newhall was ape
pointed First Lieutenant under Maj. Za-
gonyl.

The sequel is generally known how
at Springfield, Mo., thig company of
young, impetuous cavalrymen charged &
body of rebels numbering more than
2,000, completely routing them and cap=
turing many prisoners.

In this company of Philadelphia boys
there was another young man who there
began a glorious career, Col. Chas.
Treichel.

That cavalry charge was as brilliang
as any in the annals of war, conducted
with the utmost bravery, and resulting
far better than the commanders could
have wished; yet, as a reward for their
gallant action, *“The Guard,” as thi
troop was called, were promptly m
tered out of the service as if they h
brought disgrace upon the country. I
is significant that the officer who was
sent to disband them, Gen. Sweeney, a
veteran of the Mexican war, upon sees
ing these men and observing their sol4
dierly conduct, is reported to have saids
“I will be damned if I muster suci
troops out of the service.” Gen. Stu
ges was next asked to perform this dis-
agreeable duty. When the heroes of
Springfield were drawn up for inspeec-
tion he =aid: *“If the Government of
the United Btates wants to lose such
troops, it must send some one else to
muster them out.” But the order had
been given, and it was eventually
obeyed.

No Volunteer Cawalry.

The day after President Lincoln's firsf
call for 75,000 men an effort was made
in New York City to enroll volunteers
for a troop of cavalry, to be mounted
and equipped without cost to the Gove
ernment. There was an enthusiastic re-
sponse from men who had served In
other wars, sufficient in number to form
several companies.

A gentleman named Bayard Clark,
who had once been an officer in the
United States Cavalry, went to Washe
Ington, hoping to have the men mus-
tered into service at once. He was
promptly told that cavairy was not
wanted and would not be accepted,
This rebuff checked the enthusiasm, but
did not prevent others from persever-
ing. Representations were made to
President Ligcoln, and in the call made
by him for volunteers for three years
the President directed that there should
be one regiment of cavalry, and author-
ized Carl Shurz to enroll it. The Gene
eral Government would supply the
arms, but not the horses; the States or
communities were expected to furnish
them.

Soon afterwards Carl Schurz was ap-
pointed Minister to Spain, and then
came a multitude of objections froms
the War Department and Gen. Scott to
the organization of the regiment. One
objection urged was that the authori

not as’a war measure, and
other position his authority had ?ﬂl

and the mt would be abandoned,
BEoth the tary of War, Simon Cam=
eron, and Gen. Scott sald they had no
faith in volunteer cavalry, and the war
would be over before they could be
made ready for service,

The Lincoln Cavalry.

By mere chance President Lincolm
saw a gentleman named E. H. Balley,
who had been unsuccessful in his ef-
forts with the War Department to se-
cure recognition for this regiment, now
called “Lincoln Cavalry,” and who was
about to return to New York discour-
aged. Mr. Bailey received from the
President authority to proceed with the
organization. Even after securing the
written authority of the President, Mr.
Cameron and Gen. Scott took every op-
portunity to discourage and hinder the
organization and acceptance of the reg-
iment, at last giving their “approval™
to the President’s order, upon conditions
which appeared almost impossible to
fulfill. They had mistaken the charac=-
ter of the men interested. Every cone
dition was promptly fulfilled, but still
the regiment was kept back. It was
not until late in August that it was or=-
dered to Washington, and the Colonel,
Andrew T. McReynolds, did not receive
his commission until January, 1862, this
document coming to him from the Pres-
ident—the only Colonel of a volunteer
regiment so commissioned. Capt. Wm,
H. Boyd left Philadelphia with his com=
pany (C) in July, 1861, and immediate-
ly thereafter began active duty in the
field, at once becoming conspicuous for
his activity and soldierly conduct.

Had it not been for the persistence of
the officers and friends of the regiment,
and the determination of the Presidentg
to have his orders obeyed, it is doubtful
whether the Lincoln Cavalry (after-
wards called the 1st N. Y. Cav.) would
not have shared the fate of the inde-
pendent companies which had been ofe
fered to the Government and persistents
ly declined.

The Lincoln Cavalry.

It was not in the East alone that
earnest efforts were made to organize
troops of cavalry. Immediately after
the fall of Sumter Governor Richard
Yates, of Illinois, called a session of the
Legislature, and the necessary laws
were passed authorizing the enrollment
of recruits, one regiment to be cavalry.
This law became operative on May 3,
1861. Anticipating the action of the
Legislature, two companies of cavalry
reported for duty at Camp Yates. These
were the ‘“Chicago Dragoons,” come-
manded by Capt. Chas. . Barker, and
the “Washington Light Cavalry,” com-
manded by Capt. Frederick Scham-
bach. The Dragoons numbered 110 of-
ficers and men, and were mustered into
State service on the 19th day of April,
1861. They were first ordered to Cairo,
Ill.,, but soon thereafter were trans-
ferred, at the request of Gen. McClel-
lan, to West Virginia, where they took
an active part in the pending cam-
paign, recelving from time to time warm
commendations from their command-
ing officer for the work done in that
Department. They were mustered out
of the service as an organization in Sep-
tember, 1861, although Gen. MecClellan
personally interceded in their behalf
with the War Department, requesting
that they might be permitted to con-
tinue in the service with him.

This company was reorganized, after
its muster-out, under Capt. Shearer.
For a time they were associated with
another company known as the “Mo-
Clellan Dragoons,” and were attached
to a troop of Regulars, but were aftere
ward assigned to the 12th Ill. Cav.
Capt, Schambach'’s company, aftep
being refused muster-in, reorganized
under the name of “Hoffman's Dra-
goons,” later being assigned to the

Ill. Cav., where they were known as W
B. From the first the authorities of
Illinois repeatedly urged the General
Government to accept one regiment of
cavalry, but the Government refused to
do so. That such tenders were made is
a maitter of record. On May 3, 1861,

remained in camp at Chestnut Hill un-
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