LAE

bilf . 4

§
i
5

fcate with you.

; “For the onerous and responsible |and in
duty of getting these vessels to sea and ‘army was driv
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CARRIED A MUSKET AT 13.

interesting Experiences of One of Uncle
Sam’'s Real Boys in Blue.

Editor National Tribune: I enlisted
fn 1863, when but a boy of 13 years of
age. I was raised on a farm, and hav-

Ing seen the bright and attractive garb
of some of the soldiers who were home
on a furlough, a longing came over me
to, be a soldier, too. One day while 1
was harrowing oats this longing took
possession of me, and I took the horses
to the barn and asked my father if 1
could go to the war. His reply was:

“I came from France to America to
save you from possible death in my
native country, and now you want to
go to war. Well. you may go, but the
risk is your own.”

So 1 straightway went to Fostoria,
the nearest town to our farm; but the
recruiting officer would not accept me
on account of my age. But I accom-
panied the soldiers to Johnson's Island,
where 1 was enlisted as a drummer in
the 49th Ohio, but had to carry a gun
most of the time. When we returned
from Johnson's Island I was put in the
164th Ohio, as there were too many in
the 49th. About the roughest night 1
believe I ever passed was at Johnson's
Island, where on Sunday night it rained
hard all night and much hail fell. This
did not serve to brighten my prospective
hopes as to the war. It was at this
Juncture that I began to realize that
war was not as bright as I had pictured
it in my mind.

After leaving Johnson's Island we
erossed the Potomac to what was called
Arlington Heights, opposite Washing-
ton, where things began to look like
business. We occupied Fort Strong.
After leaving Fort Strong we returned
heme. Then they began drafting men,
and I went as a substitute for a draftea
man, Many of the boys who were on
Johnson's Island will remember that
later the rebel prisoners there were fed
until they grew fat, while the Yankees
were starving in filth in Andersonville
and Libby.

In 1865, after I had substituted for
one of my brothers, we went as far as
Hart's Island on our way to Sherman's
assistance, when Gen. Lee surrendered.
I was in two battles—Fort Linecoln and
Second Bull Run. We rebuilt Fort
Strong, and after we had finished it we
rcmained on guard there and had sev-
eral small skirmishes. Most of our
principal officers are still living, among
them Capt. Oleott, of Fostoria. Many
ol the boys of my company will remem-
ber the fun we had on the Potomac
River. We were nearly all young and
inclined to be homesick, and there was
one fellow with us who cut off his
hand with an old meat-ax so that he
would be allowed to go home. His
hand was dressed in the camp hospital,
ard he did not get home as he had ex-
pected to. 1 was much amused and
pleased with the story of Comrade
Dickerson, of the 8th Mich., who told
of the hot biscuits he didn’'t get. The
sweet cakes and other nice things we
zot at some places contrasted strangely
with our '"tack and beans. I will be
pleased to read some letters of others
of my company.—William Helfer, 49th
ard 164th Ohio, Carey, O.
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GEN. HOOD'S REPULSES.

Charged Sevem Times nt Franklin, and
Was Seven Times Hurled Back by
Schofield.

Editor National Tribune: In connec-
tion with Hood’s repulse at Franklin,
Tenn.,, I will say that we reached
Franklin just at sunrise, very tired after
our forced march, and filed to the left
of the pike. After getting our morn-
ing meal the order came to build works,
and so we pitched in with picks and
shovels. We soon had our works com-
pleted. Just in rear of us were some

brass cannon. There was also another
regiment behind us, and when Hood's

'ooks to you alone, Every naval officer
aid agent of this Department is expect-
»d to give all possible aid to this im-
portant work.

“Circumstances may arise to render
a change of instructions expedient, but
under existing circumstances the Presi-
dent hopes that these ships may be
available for the recovery of New Or-
lerans, and to this great object directs
yvour preparations to be made.

“To one so thoroughly familiar with
the character and defenses of the Mis-
sissippi River below New Orleans as
vourself, details of them are unneces-
=ary. It is believed that if your two
ships could pass the two forts at night
they might drive away or destroy the
enemy’s ships at New Orleans and cap-
ture the city.

“I am, very respectfully, yours,

“S. R. Mallory, Secretary of the Navy.”

The two vessels herein referred to do
not figure in Confederate naval history.
Their construction or existence seems
doubtful. Capt. Bullock was in Liver-
pool, England, when this order was is-
sued, but the ships referred to do not
figure in the Alabama Claims Commis-
sion. In any event, Gen. Butler was
safe in New Orleans so long as the gun-
boats were there to protect him.—Wil-
liam Simmons, Historian, National As-
sociation of Naval Veterans, Naval
Post, G.A.R., Philadelphia, Pa.

STOLE A HOT MESS-PAN.

An Incldent of the Atlanta Campaign
With a Humorous Side.

Comrade Cyrus Knapp, Co. K, 31st
Ind., writes from Terre Haute to say
that he is taking The National Tribune
recgularly and s “reading it clear
through' every week. He says he has
been a subscriber of ‘‘the soldier's
friend” for more than 20 years. *“I
want to take it 25 or 20 years longer,"”
adds Comrade Knapp, “and then it will
be time to quit, I think, as I am on the
wrong side of 72 vears of age. I have
been endeavoring to get subscribers for
the soldiers’ paper, so I can capture a
chart of the Army of the Cumberland.
I guess I will adopt Billy Sherman’'s
tactics, and right flank you so I can
capture one,

I have more reading matter than I
can get away with, but when The Na-
tional Tribune comes I drop everything
until I have read it through, and then
I file it away with the rest of them.
The old soldiers' paper is very interest-
ing to me, and T will never go back on
it while I am on top and can get a dol-
lar to pay for it.”

Comrade Knapp desires to know if
the soldiers are still on top who lost
their mess-pan filled with hot meat
while he was in camp at Atlanta, Ga.
When the army fell back from Lovejoy
Station to Atlanta, in September, 1864,
and again went into camp, he fixed up
his tent and raised his bed about six
inches from the ground on forked sticks
and poles. He then picked a lot of
“Georgia feathers” off the pine trees,
and had what was facetiously termed
“a nice feather bed.”

One night his two mess-mates con-
cluced that they should have a mess-
pan to add to their kitchen utensils,
which then consisted of a small frying-
pan and a large black coffee-pot. They
therefore started on a foraging expedi-
tion, They soon returned, each having
the end of a pole in his hand, with a
mess-pan filled with hot meat swinging
in the middle of the pole. They took
it into Comrade Knapp's tent and put
it under his bed. They explained that
they had found the meat cooking over
a big fire, and some men were sitting
near by playing cards. The messmates
being afraid the meat might burn, as
one of them expressed it, brought the
mess-pan and all to the tent while the
card-players were deeply engrossed in
their game. .

“On the following morning,” adds

1Comrade Knapp, “while I was lying on

men ommenced to drive in our ad-| my bed reading a newspaper from God’s
vanced skirmish line and began their |country, my attention was attracted by
forward movement we watched them |loud talking just outside of my tent.
with interest, as we feit they were com-|I didn't have time to look and see if

ing to certain destruction.

| my blanket reached down low enough

Suddenly we saw one of our guns1t0 hide the mess-pan under my bed,
from the east side of the pike advance ! when right at my tent opening I heard
to the front and fire a few shots, then |a big, gruff voice say: ‘If 1 ever see
come back. This made Hood's soldiers | that mess-pan again I will know it, for

act like wild men.

They came on until | it has a ramrod for a bail that I put in

their yells were greeted with artillery it myself, and as to the fellow that has

fire and musketry.

It was believed that | that mess-pan, T will not leave a grease

Hood was drunk, for our impregnable spot of him as big as a pinhead.’

works, bristling with guns, were in plain

view, and it looks to me to-day that a|his talk I will omit.

“The cuss words he mixed up with
Then a big, broad-

man in his right mind would never have | shouldered soldier gazed into my tent,
attempted to carry our lines by storm. and asked me if I had seen a mess-pan

Seven times did Hood's men charge and | ‘full of boiling hot meat.’

I merely

altempt to capture our lines, and seven |glanced up and grunted and continued

times were they repulsed with heavy;tu read the newspaper.

]{rﬁfs‘

This was one of the hardest-fought
battles of the war on the part of the
rebs, and it has always been my opin-
ion that if Gen. Schofield had remained

1

The other sol-
dier said, ‘Come on; he ain't got it
and they departed; but my heart did
not get down to its proper place and
to regular business again for quite a
while. I had expected every moment

at Franklin until the following morn- |that they would discover the mess-pan
ing he could have cleaned up the whole |and thrash the earth with me, as I am
rebel army in three hours, with but lit- |a small man.

tle loss to our side.
all the fight knocked out of them.
we left Franklin at night,
for Nashville.
loss  was 7,000 men.—Elias

Baker,
Finesville, Mo.

At New Orleans With Gen. Dutler.

Editer National Tribune: It may be
news to many of your readers to learn
that the Confederate Government
planned the recapture of the city of
New Orleans during its occupancy by
Gen. Butler in 1862, The plan was
matured in the fertile brains of Beau-
regard, Breckinridge, Van Dorn and
Ruggles. The ram Arkansas, which was
to have participated in the undertak-
ing. came down the Yazoo
May, 1862, and descended the
sippi as far as Baton Rouge, where on
or about Aug. 6 it was met by the gun-
beat Essex and destroyed.

Hood’'s men had |

Some of the !

1
1

River in|land.

)cid«ms of the days long agone,

“We ‘toted’ that mess-pan through

But | the Fall and Winter campaign, through
and started |that awful
It was reported that his|

retreat from Pulaski to
Spring Hill and the battles of Franklin
and Nashville. One of my messmates
crossed the divide soon after the war
closed. If this should come to the no-
tice of Frank Keenan, of Co. K, 31st
Ind., he will know that his old mess-
mate, Cy Knapp, is still on top, and if
he will write to me I will answer his
letter promptly.”

.
—-

In the Valley of Virginia.

Editor National Tribune: I have long
been a subseriber to your very interest-
ing paper until it has become to me as
the shadow of a great rock in a weary
1 love to read the various letters

Missis- | of my old comrades, recounting the in-

: I read
with delight Comrade Jno. A. McDon-
ald’s letter wherein he was once a safe-

crew were captured and the rc—mainderlguard in *Ole Virginny,” and his treat-

escaped.
For the more successful prosecution
of the enterprise the capture of Baton

part of the program
Gen. Breckinridge, who reached Baton
Rouge on or about Aug. 4,
received a warm
garrison under Gen.
gunboals on the river.
Rouge quicker than when he
there, going to Viecksburg, Miss.
armed steamers, the Music and
Webb, were to have

| ment by his rebel landlord.

Rouge was also determined on, and this was campe

He left Baton | that was left;

It fell to
my lot to be a safeguard once in the
Valley of Virginia. When Sheridan
d near Winchester 1 was de-

was assigned to !l tailed one morning as a safeguard at

the home of an old man named Willis.

where he | His people were all in the rebel army,
reception from theland he, with his aged wife and some
Williams and the |

two or three young women, were all

but my treatment here

came | was better than Comrade McDonald's,
Two | for 1 fared sumptuously, having a seat

the at the table each meal and fed bounti-
co-operated with | fully,

The old man had great confi-

Gen. Breckinridge, but for some reason dence m Gen. Early's ability, but ad-

they failed to put in an appearance,
and were afterwards discovered in the
Red River by our gunboats. When it
became known that an effort would be
made by the Confederates to recapture
New Orleans, several vesscls of Farra-
gut’s fleet were withdrawn from Vicks-

burg and other places and were ordered
to New Orleans, and their presence
there prevented the Confederates from
undertaking what under the circum-
stances would have been an absolute
finpossibility.

The Confederate Navy Department |
also bhecame interested in  the

move-

;’Ilt‘rll, and isfued an order on the sub-

ecl,
“Confederate States of America,

Department, Richmond, Va.,

1563.

“To Capt. James D, Bullock.
“Sir:

tively Missizsippi and Louisiana. In
accordance with your wishes vou will
take command of one and the other
will be assigned to Commander Thomas
L. Page, who is Instructed to ¢

fitting

of which the following is a copy: | which

Navy | with this old
Mar(‘!l 12, time

The two ships under vour im- | and gave me a—a
mediate churge will be named respec- of the finest peach

mitted the final triumph of the Union,
i I inquired if he knew a man living near
| by named John Loeck. *“Yes," said he;
“he lives near my home. Do you know
thim?"” I said: *I never saw him; but
he s my father’s brother.” “Is your
name Lock?” “Yes, sir.” “What are
| You doing here fighting your relatives?"
“lI am here assisting Gen. Sheridan to
enforee the laws of the United States.
I am a Virginian, but love my country
as a whole far above any one State in
the Union, and having been born and
reared in the mountains west of the
Alleghenies, had freely imbibed the
| 8pirit of patriotisn and freedom for
West Virginia is famous.” I was
gentleman 24 hours, the
allotted for guards, and when
ialmut to leave his mansion for camp
he called me into an “inner chamber”
a—well, a tumbler
brandy that ever
~drove the skeleton from the feast or
painted landscapes on the brain of
man, the remembrance of which is yet
very sweet to me. This oceurred about

ommuni- | Sept., 16, 1864, and on the 19th Early

{was sent whirling through Winchester,
a few months the entire rebel
en forever from the Val-

them for service the Department ley of Virginia. If I am spared until

next Summer and Fall I expect to visit
that country and spend a few days in
looking over that beautiful country, and
probably my relatives have become ere
this so reconstructed as to allow me to
pay them a social visit.—Isaac M. Lock,
First Sergeant, Co. F, 16th W. Va.,
Claude, W. Va.

CAPTURE OF SPANISH FORT.

Description of a Happening Near the
Close of the War of the Rebellion.

. Editor National Tribune: Occasion-
ally there appears in The National Trib-
une something about the capture of
Spanish Fort, Ala., and 1 would like to
add some of my recollections about that
affair. In a recent issue of your paper
concerning- the operations about Span-
ish Fort, the writer says: "“And my
recollection is that the Thirteenth Corps
was taken away and sent five miles to
our right to fight the battle of Blake-
ly.”” He also says: *“Our command
took Spanish Fort on Saturday p. m.,
April 9. .

The regiment to which I belonged
was in the First Brigade, Second Divl-
sion, Thirteenth Corps, under Gen. Gor-
don Granger, and 1 remember distinct-
ly that we were engaged in the siege
of Spanish Fort from start to finish,
and that we were In the fort very early
on the morning of April 9, 1865. We
occupled the extreme left of our lines
near Mobile Bay. On the night of April
8 we were in the rifle pits. There was
brisk firing all around the line during
the early part of the night, but later it
slackened gradually and finally almost
ceased.

It was reported that the enemy was
evacuating the fort, and we were or-
dered forward, and into the fort we
went, and found that the rebels were
gone. They had left on transports for
Mobile. A few of them did not get
away. They were on duty down in the
swamps, and in the hurry incidental to
the evacuation they had been left be-
hind. Of course, we took them in. I
think it was about 1 o'clock a. m. when
we entered the fort. There were no
other troops in the fort at the time.

After we-had been there some little
time a shell came screeching into the
fort from one of our gunboats. I re-
member we thought it was strange the
gunboat had not been notified of the
change of affairs. Some of the regi-
ment were sent that morning to Blake-
ly and assisted in the capture of that
place, which occurred on that day, April
9. We remained in the fort all night
and for several weeks thereafter, with
the exception of a short time when we
went as guard over the prisoners taken
al Spanish Fort and Blakely, who were
escorted to Ship Island and turned over
to colored troops.

While we were at Ship Island we
first heard of the surrender of Lee’s
army at Appomattox. The siege of
Spanish Fort was begun about March
26 or 27, and of Blakely about the
same time, or shortly thereafter, by
the Thirteenth and Sixteenth Corps,
part of each being at each place.—S, W,
Evans, Co. E, 94th IIl

-

The Gallant 57th Ohlo.

Editor National Tribune: Once more
permit me to intrude upon the columns
of the soldiers’ friend, the dear old Na-
tional Tribune, which every old soldier
should subscribe to.

I recelved my chart and am having
it framed. It is of a truth something
to be proud of.

In reading the “Opening of the Mis-
sissippi,”” by Jno. McElroy, memory
goes back to those old days, and like a
panorama the days of fighting and
working at and around Vicksburg pass
before my mind’'s eye, The attack on
Haynes's Bluff and its failure, where
the gallant Capt. Faulhaber, of our
company (B), 57th Ohlo, offered up his
life upon his country's altar; and then
the weary days at Young's Point, dig-
ging the canal, where the death rate
was very great, and the levee was used
as a graveyard. Many a brave boy in
blue found there his last resting place,
his weary march ended, his last battle
fought and lost. Then the Steele Bayou
route to the Black Bayou, where our
troubles began In earnest. Admiral
Porter was surely in a tight place when
the 64th and 57th, under the gallant
Rice, reached and relieved him: but,
oh! what a time we had to reach him,
through the swamps. When not wad-
Ing through water it was through mud.
We arrived none too soon to save the
gunboat, and then came the return.
The gunboat had to back all the way
to Steele Bayou before finding room to
turn. Back to Young's Point and an-
other faflure made; from thence to
Port Hudsan, below Vieksburg, and
from that time on to May 19 it was
fighting and marching every day. That
day we had them safely within thelr
works, and assaulted them, but were
repulsed again on the 21st. We then
settled down to business, and wound it
up on the Nation's birthday, and that
day repaid us for all we had endured,
and all was forgotten when it was an-
nounced that Vicksburg was ours at
last.

1 don't know whether the 57th Ohio
is numbered among “Fox’s Three Hun-
dred Fighting Regiments” or not, but
I don’t think that any regiment partici-
pated In more engagements or saw
harder service than it did.—William F.
Wheeler, Co. B, 57th Ohio, 3739 East-
ern Ave., Cineinnati, O.

Jefferson Davis and Appomattox.

Editor National Tribune: Will you
please answer the following questions
in the columns of The National Trib-
une?—J. B. Knapp, Toledo, O.

1. Why was Jefferson Davis not pun-
ished for his treasonable actions during
the war? The Government put forth
every effort to capture him and then
let him go free.

2. Why was Gen. Grant 8o liberal in
his terms to Gen. Lee and army at Ap-
pomattox?

1. There were grave legal difficulties
in the way of trying Jefferson Davis for
treason. For so serious an offense all
the rights of trial by jury must be care-
fully conserved, and this meant that
he should be tried by a jury of his
peers in the County or District in
which the offense was committed,
which primarily meant Richmond, Va.
It would have been impossible to get
an absolutely fair and unprejudiced
jury in the United States, and certainly
one could not have been gotten in
Richmond which would have convicted
Jefferson Davis of treason. There was
also the condition of the public mind,
The collapse of the gigantie rebellion
had been so utter and overwhelming
that there was little room for vindict-
Iveness on the part of the Union men,
who had succeeded so much belter
than any of them had ever hoped. The
Natlon stood aghast as it realized the
thoroughness of the work of the Union
armies, and it had little real animus
to pursue the matter further, To the
majority of the people it seemed that
the ungualified collapse of the Confed-
eracy was sufficient punishment upon
all who were engaged In the rebellion.
All these things operated to bring
sbout the release of Jefferson Davis
upon ball and the pigeon-holing of the
indiectments against him.

2. Gen. Grant was actuated at Ap-
pemattox, as he was at Vicksburg, by
the highest considerations of public
policy. The men whom he had cap-
tured were, after all, our fellow-citi-
zens, with whom we had to live. They
had been deluded and forced into the
rebellion. They had seen the utter
folly of that course, and the best thing
to do was to let them go home in peace
and remain there as long as they obeyed
the laws of the land. The results fully
Justify Gen. Grant's wisdom in giving

the terms that he did.—Editor National
Tribune.

Al SRS

Information Wnnt:ﬁ.

G. D. Arnold would like to know if a
scout by the name of Frank Groward
ever served under Gen. Cook or others.
His sister would like to know if he was
an enlisted man or was only engaged
when required. Also, he would like to
know what became of the old sieam-

ship New Iromsides,

The 8th Wis. at |Gettysburg.

Editor National bune: The ac-
count of the 86th Wis® at'Gettysburg, in
issue Nov. 2, page 7, is not correct.
When I noticed the flag:it was in the
hands of Col. R. R. Dawes up on the
bank north of the railrogd cut at the
moment it was annodunced that the 2d
Miss. had surrendered, 'and we were
ordered to cease firing. T then went In
among the rebels and ‘ordered them
out of the cut as Prisoners of war.
When I came to thé west end of the
regiment, I found that the rest of Da-
vis's Mississippl Brigade had broken
off and were retreating !out the other
end of the cut, as the cut was too deep
for them to see the sparsity of our
numbers or make attack.

The 2d Miss. lay in the water. mud
and blood at the east end of the cut
where the cut was just coming out to
a grade. The 6th Wis. made this cap-
ture alone, except it had the assistance
of a brigade detail as rear guard, for
the brigade was moving left in front
that morning. The 14th Brooklyn
came up on our left just a moment
after the surrender. We were told at
the time that our regiment numbered
366 when we went into action and
about 80 in the rear guard, and the 2d
Miss. numbered 434, Later in the day
I followed our flag back to Cemetery
Hill, and it is a fact .that we had but
five men around our flag when we got
on Cemetery Hill; later, when the roll
was called, we had 65, and we were
then placed In line on Culp’'s HillL
There has been many claims about the
capture of that flag. There were two
brothers In Co. I, named Waller (not
Walker). It was Asbury Waller that
claimed he put the flag in the folds of
his knapsack when he was taken pris-
oner in Gettysburg, but I saw that flag
several times In our Caiptol at Madison
on f{its staff since the war, and it was
likely marched back with the prison-
ers, which was several hours before the
enemy commenced to flow around our
flanks. The capture was made about
11 o'clock a. m., and our retreat com-
menced about 4 p. m., and there was
no need for Asbury Waller or any one
else to be captured at any time. I know
the streets of Gettysburg were swept
with shot and shell, but many brave
men went through them to Cemetery
Hill, and a few timid ones, or those who
were over-cautious, ran into the cellars
and houses, and these made up the
bulk of prisoners which we lost, with
our wounded.—Geo. Falrfield, Ser-
geant, Co. C, 6th Wis., Prairie du Chien,
Wis.

This Was a Fighting Family.

A sketch of the seven Wilson broth-
ers who served in Uncle Sam’s armies
from 1861 te 1865 is furnished by Com-
rade Francis M. Wilson, Co. L, 16th
Mo. Cav., who was the youngest of the
brothers. The seven soldiers were
James W., Samuel M., William S., John
B., Thomas J., Leander E. and Francis
M. Wilson. One was a Captain, one a
Surgeon, two were Sergeants and the
other four were privates. Four of the
brothers were members of Co. L, 16th
Mo. Cav.

Thomas J. Wilson was killed in bat-
tle during a charge, and all the surviv-
ors received honorable discharges;
“and,"” added the writer, *“not one of
the brothers was ever ‘called down’ by
an officer, nor did one of the seven ever
flinch or refuse to perform any duty he
was ordered to perform.

“I am proud of the service we seven
brothers performed for our country,”
adds Francis M. Wilson. *“I think this
service I8 hard to beat by any one fam-
ily. Our father, Meredith Wilson, was
a veteran of the Florida Indian War in
the '30s. He died in the United States
camp at Rolla, Mo., where he went for
protection. He was 61 years of age at
the time of his death. I have only one
war rellc. That is my old saber, its
belt and straps. I often buckle it on
and step around as I did back in the
'60s. The blade 1s as bright as silver,
and I think a great deal of it. I am in
favor of all old soldiers with honorable
discharges receiving $1 a day pension.”

In conclugion, Comrade Wilson s=ays
his other six soldier brothers have all
answered final “taps” and crossed over.

92d N. Y. and 5th Vt,

Editor National Tribune: Please glve
a short history of the 924 N. Y.
served in that command until 1863, then
joined the 14th N. Y. H. A. Also please
give a sketch of the 6th Vt. I belonged
to that command when it went but as
a three-months regiment. The com-
mand came home and re-enlisted and
became the 6th Vt. Veterans. I wish
to see how they got along after I left
them.—R. C. Goodrich, Holliston, Mass,

The 92d N. Y. was organized at Pots-
dam in January, 1862, and mustered
out Jan. 7, 1865. The first Colonel was
Lewis C. Hunt, of the Regular Army,
who was promoted to Brigadier-Gen-
eral, and succeeded by Col. Jonah Sand-
ford, who resigned. Ljeut.-Col. T.
Adams Merriman was in command when
the regiment was mustered out. Lieut.-
Col. Hiram J. Anderson was killed at
Cold Harbor. The regiment belonged
to Brooks's Division of the Eighteenth
Corps, Army of the James, and lost 68
killed and 117 died from disease.

The bth Vt. was a fighting regiment,
and belonged to Getty's Division, Sixth
Corps, Army of the Potomac. It was
organized Sept. 16, 1861, at St. Albans,
for three years, with Henry A. Smalley,
of the Regular Army, as Colonel. He
was discharged, and succeeded by Col.
Lewis A. Grant, who was promoted to
brigadier-General and brevetted a Ma-
Jor-General. He was succeeded by Col.
John A. Lewis, who was brevetted a
Brigadier-General, and Col. Ronald A.
Kennedy was In command of the regi-
ment when it was mustered out. Out
of a total enrollment of 1,533 it lost 213
killed.—Editor National Tribune.

The 63d Ohio.

Editor National Tribune: T am watch-
ing and looking to see published in
your valuable paper a short history of
my old fighting regiment, the 63d Ohio.
Col. John W. Sprague was its first Col-
onel, 1 know you have not mentioned
the regiment under the head of “Noted
Reglments,” so please do not forget this
veteran regiment. I belonged to Co. H,
and went out first with this regiment
and stayed with it until it was mustered
out.—Simon Jarvis, Sergeant, Co. H,
62d Ohlo, Diagonal, Towa.

The 63d Ohio was organized at Co-
lumbus and Marfetta from August,
1861, to'February, 1862. The original
nrembers, except veterans, were mus-
tered out at the expiration of their term
of service and the veterans and recruits
finally mustered out July 8, 1865. The
first Colonel was John W. Sprague, who
was promoted to Brigadier-General and
commanded a brigade during much of
his service. Lieut.«Col. Charles E.
Brown was in command of the regi-
ment when it was mustered out, and
was brevetted a Brigadier-General. The
63d Ohlo belonged to Fuller's Brigade,
Veatch's Division eof the Sixteenth
Corps, Army of the Tennessee. and lost
during its service 93 killed and 264 died
from disease.—Editor National Trib-
une,

——E-._—.-.—
The 24 Me. Cav.

Editor National Tribune: Will you
please give a history of the 2d Mo.
Cav., better known as Merrill’s Horse,
through the columns of the Old Sol-
diers’ paper?

The 2d Mo. Cav. begun with the or-
ganization of 10 companies, from A to
K, at Benton Barracks, from Sept. 3 to
Dec. 11, 1861. Cos. L, and M were sub-
sequently organized at St. Louls and
Warrenton in the beginning of 1863.
The regiment was finally mustered out
Sept. 19, 1865. The Colonel was Lewis
Merrill, of the Regular Army, who was
brevetted a Brigadier-General.
regiment had a very long, hard service,
full of marching and fighting, in Mis-
souri, Indian Territory and Arkansas,
It belonged to the Cavalry of the Sey-
enth Corps, Armies of the Trans-Mis-
sissippi, and lost altogether 56 men
killed and 206 who died from disease,
accidents and In prison. The War De-
partment gives officially 21 battles and
skirmishes to its credit.—Editor Na-
tional Tribune. -

I going up to the Second Bull Run bat-

The |,

PICKET SHOTS.

Irom Alert Comrades Along the Who's
Line.

— .

Streasous Times at Gettysburg.

Comrade Henry Gusher, Co. B, 833d
Mass,, Miamisburg; O., says he would
like to have one more chance at that
Gettysburg singing. He wants to know
if it was not the Fifth Corpe that came
up at midnight of July 2, 1863 (at Get-
tysburg), and adds that *“the Sixth
Corpas did not reach Gettysburg until
the afternoon of the third day of the
battle (July 8), when Pickett was mak-
ing his charge and the rebel army had
cut its way through the Union lines,
and if the Sixth Corps had not come
uf- at that time the Army of the Poto-
mac would have been driven from the
hills of Gettysburg.

“I know the Seminary Comrade Laf-
fin speaks of was filled with sharp-
shooters on July 2, and they were
armed with telescope rifles, and they
shot a Corporal In my company through
the arm. I had a ball from Lhe same
building go through my blouse. The
pcople of Gettysburg hid in their cel-
lars, and could not be seen, and the
roofs of the buildings after Lee's two
hours’ artillery duel on the afternoon
of July 2 were full of holes, and the
people did not feel llke singing.

“l further know the ‘Louisiana Tig-
ers,” of Hayes’s Brigade of rebels, were
in the town, and they would not let the
people sing Union songs. Samuel G.
Boone, Co. B, 88th Pa., says he was
caplured on Baltimore street, Gettys-
hurg, on the afternoon of July 1. This
vwas when the First and Eleventh Corps
were being driven out of the town after
fighting six hours in as tough a battle
as was ever witnessed. There were
more curses than songs. When these
raen fell back three of them ran down
a street, and the rebels fired at one of
them, missed the man and shot Jennie
Wade through the heart. Look up dates
and facts, and see who is right.”

Sinking of the Housatonie.

In a communication to The National
Tribune, Comrade James Shutt, of
Parkville, Md., says that while he was
in the U. 8. Navy and his ship was ly-
ing at anchor outside of Charleston, S.
C., he was detlailed with flve other men
to put lights on the Housatonic at least
four times. “My steamer,” says the
writer, "“was the U. 8. 8. Acacla, and
we ran the risk sometimes of getting
the boat smashed, for the boat davits
and its appliances were just above the
water’'s surface, if my memory serves
me right. In regard to the sinking of
the Housatonic, I was told that a boat
came off to her with a long pole ex-
tended out from her bow, to which a
torpedo was attached, and ran it under
the Housatonic; that when it exploded
it carried boat and all down with it.
I was one of the first to land on Sulli-
van's Island, and also to enter Charles-
ton, for our ship had orders to take
the lead after the evacuation of Charles-
ton.”

War-Time Story of Sherman.

Comrade L. C. Wright, Co. E, 17th
Ohio, Pontiac, Ill., tells of an incident
at the taking of Fayetteville, N, C. “My
regiment,” he says, ‘‘was on provost
guard in the old town, which was noted
for its great quantities of applejack and
peanuts In storage. Quite a number of
our boys had imbibed freely of the ap-
plejack. When Gen. Sherman and his
staff came riding along the mailn street,
the color-bearer of the 824 Ind., who
was an old man, ran out and waved the
stump of colors In the face of Sher-
man's horse. The General reined up
slightly, tipped his hat, bowed and rode
quickly on. In about 15 or 20 minutes
a provost guard came along at quick-
slep and gobbled up all the applejack
that was In sight and some that was
not in sight, and the boys disappeared
around the corner at double-quick.”

Made His Halr Turn Gray.

A comrade who served In a New
York regiment, but who does not want
his name mentioned, says he was in
the First Brigade, S8econd Division, Sec-
ond Corps. *“I did not run,” he adds,
“but felt like doing so many times. In

tle I was out looking for some potatoes
and other garden stuff, when the rebs
got after us, and we took to the woods
and so did the rebs. But it was com-
ing dark, and we found an old tree that
had been cut down. We crawled under
it, and had to flatten ourselves out to
do so. We must have resembled a lot
of packed codfish. The rebs did not
find us, nor did we get any potatoes
and things, but I was so badly fright-
ened my hair turned gray, and it is
gray yet.”

Ear of Corn in Red, White and Blue.

Comrade W. A. Dever writes from
Summit, Ky., to say that he read in
The National Tribune the communica-
tion of Comrade Martin J. Freeman, of
Omaha, Neb., stating that he had a
coin that was carried in the G.A.R.
parade in 1893. “I have a souvenir,”
adds Comrade Dever, “‘that was carried
in the same parade—an ear of corn,
the kernels being red, white and blue,
the National colors. It is now 12 years
of age, and I shall keep it for all time.”

Carried Barksdale From the Field.

Comrade P. Sherwin, Co. H, 14th Vt.,
Bristol, Vt., would like to hear from
one or all of the four men of his regi-
ment who with him went out on the
battlefleld In front of the Union lines
at Gettysburg at the close of the sec-
ond day’s fight and brought off the
field the rebel Gen. Barksdale.

‘““We carried him to a house that was
used as a hospital,” adds Comrade
Sherwin, “where he died in about an
hour. If any of those comrades are
living, and this should catch their eyes,
I would be glad to hear from them.
Serg’'t Vaughn, of the 14th Vt., who
was in charge of the squad, was killed
the following day. Gen. Barksdale's
hat and gloves were worn by Col. Nich-
ols, of the 14th, through the next day’s
fight.”

Band of the 2d Mass.

Comrade Willlam H. Sherman, 2d
Mass., writing from Ayer, Mass., says
in reply to the inquiry of Comrade Dell,
85th Ind., regarding the 2d Mass. Band,
that the band was organized under the
auspices of P. S. Gilmore before the
regiment left the State. The leader of
the band was Charles Spiegel, and he
continued in that capacity until the
musiclans were discharged, in Septem-
ber, 1862, at which time all regimental
bands were discharged by act of Con-
gress. The same act authorized the
formation of brigade bands, and several
of the old members re-enlisted in the
brigade band, which was organized and
reported for duty at Stafford Court
House early in 1863, and served to the
end of the war.

Was a 10th Ky. Cav. Trooper.

Comrade F. H. Alley, Co. F, 10th Ky.
Cav., writes from Pleasant Hope, Mo.,
of his pleasure of reading an account
in The National Tribune of the recent
Reunion of his old regiment at Mays-
ville, Ky. He says reading of the Re-
union brought back to his mind a flood
of old-time memories,. He adds that
the 10th Ky. Cav, was mustered out at
Maysville almost 42 years ago. Since
that time Comrade Alley says he has
not seen a member of the regiment or
heard from any of them, except a mem-
ber of his company he met one year
after the muster-out at Newport, Ky.
He adds that his old company (F) is
dear and sacred to him, and desires his
comrades to write him.

An to the Youngent Soldier.

Comrade John Lett in a communica-
‘tion to The National Tribune expresses
his interest in the claim made by sev-
eral Posts of the G.A.R. that in their
membership is the youngest living sol-
dier who enlisted in 1861,

“I was born March 30,

1846, says
Comrade Lett,

“and enlisted Aug. 9,
1861. I believe that will beat your
record. I am a member of Sedgwick
Post, 21, Department of Missourl. Was
+& member of Co. C, 1st Tenn.”

THOUSANDS  HAVE
TROUBLE  AND

KIDNEY
DONT KNOW 1T

To Prove What Swamp-Root, the Great Kidney Remedy, Will do
for YOU, Every Reader of National Tribume Iay Have a Sample

Bottle Sent Free by Mail.

Weak and unhealthy kidneys are
sponsible for more sickness and saffer-
ing than any other disease, therefore,
when through neglect or other causes,

trouble Is permitted to continue,

tn;l motllt:s are sure to follow.
our er organs may need atten-
tion—but your most, because
they do most and need attention first.

If you are sick or “feel badly,” begin
taking Dr. Kilmer’s Swamp-Root, the
great kidney, liver and bladder remedy,

use As soon as your kidnc:g begin

to get better they will help all other
A ﬂ'I.IJ will convince

anyone.

organs to health.

The mild and immediate effect of
Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root, the great
kidney and bladder remedy, is soon
realized. It stands the highest for its
wonderful cures of the most distressing
cases. Swamp-Root will set your whole

system right, and the best proof of this
is a trial.

53 Cottage St.,

Dear Blin: Melrose, Mass.

% Jan. 11th, 1904.
Ever since I was in the Army, I had
more or less kidney trouble, and within
the past year it became so severe and
complicated that I suffered everythin
and was much alarmed—my strengt
and power was fast leaving me. I saw
an advertisement of Swamp-Root

wrote asking for advice. ?

use of the medicine and noted

a declded
Improvement after taking Swamp-Root
only a short time.

I continued its use and am thankful
to say that I am entirely cured and/
strong. In order to be very sure about
this, I had a doctor examine some of my
water today and he pronounced it all
ruiht and in splendid condition.

know that your Swamp-Root is pure-
ly vegetable and does not contain any
harmful drugs. Thanking you for my
complete recovery and recommending
Swamp-Root to all sufferers, I am.”
Very truly yours,
I. C. RICHARDSON.

Swamp-Root is not recommended for

everything, but it promptly cures kid-

and
began the

re- | symptoms

of which are, obliged te
pass your water frequently night and
day, smarting or irritation in passing,
brick-dust or sediment in the urine,
head ache, back ache, lame back, did-
ziness, poor digestion, sleeplessness,
nervousness, heart disturbance due to
bad kidney trouble, skin eruptions frem
bad blood, neuralgia, rheumatism, diae
betes, bloating, Iirritability, wornout
feeling, lack of ambition, loss of flesh,
sallow complexion, or Bright's disease.

If your water, when allowed to re<
main undisturbed in a glass or bottle
for twenty-four hours, forms a sedl-

ment or settling, or has a cloudy ap=-
pearance, it is evidence that your kl.t
neys and bladder need immediate
tention.

Swamp-Root is pleasant to take and
is for sale the world over at drug-
gists in bottles of two sizes and two
prices—fifty cent and one-dollar. Don't
make any mistake, but remember 8
name, Swamp-Root, Dr. Kilmer'd
Swamp-Root, and the address, Bing=

ney, liver and bladder troubles, the

EDITORIAL NOTE.—In order to pro
you may have a sample bottle and a bo
absolutely free by mail. The book con
thousands of testimonial letters rece
value and success of Swamp-Root are
advised to send for a sample bottle,
& Co., Binghamton, N. Y., be sure to
Washington National Tribune.

hamton, N. Y., on every bottle,

ve the wonderful merits of Swamp-Root
ok of valuable information, both sent
tains many of the thousands u_ﬁn
ived from men and women cured. ]
s0 well known that our readers are
In sending your address to Dr. Kilmer
say you read this generous offer in

The genuineness of this offer is guaranteed.

Loss 125 im 25 Minutes.

Comrade W. J. Boone, Co. K, 126th
Ill., writes from Grape Creek, Ill., that
he read with interest the article of M.
J. Clerihan, 10th Ill, about Kenesaw.
“But he stopped too soon,” says Com-
rade Boon. “Dan MoCook’s Brigade
consisted of the 85th. 86th and 125th
Ill,, 52d Ohio and 22d Ind. We had
the lead, and lost 125 men in 25 min-
utes. Our Colonel was O. F. Harmon.
I agree with Comrade Clerihan that
some one made an awful blunder there.
I don't know whether it was Jeff. Da-
vis, ‘Pap’ Thomas or Sherman; but I
hardly think it was ‘Pap’ Thomas, for
he was very careful of his men. Some
one has sald he never made a mistake.
I got through with a small scratch.
One bullet tore one side of my hat
out; another struck my canteen. I vis-
ited the spot three years ago. The
works are still well preserved. It ap-
peared to me that we charged the
strongest part of the enemy's works.”

For the Men Behind the Guns.

Comrade C. D. Tyler, Co. B, 10th N.
Y. H. A, writes from Scappoose, Ore.,
to say that he favors doing away with
the Pension Boards and Homes, and
believes there should be a per diem
pension for all surviving soldiers of the
civil war. He says this Government is
liberal enough in its dealings with non-
soldiers and men of high rank, but
when it comes to the men who faced
death by bullet and disease that this
Nation might live, the Government sud-
denly becomes very economical and
niggardly. He figures out that since
the war the members of the Pension
Foards have received the sum of $7,-
776,000, which should have gone to the
men who served behind the guns.

Enlisted at the Age of 64.

“I am a subscriber of the old soldiers’
friend, The National Tribune,” writes
Smith A. Day, Co. I, 92d Ohio, from
Little Hocking, O., “and I prize the
paper very highly. My grandparents
on my father’'s side were the parents of
20 children—13 girls and seven boys.
Nineteen grew to be men and women
and raised large families, my father
being the youngest. They came from
New Jersey to Pennsylvania, thence to
Ohio, Grandfather’s name was Samuel
Day. One son, Israel Day, volunteered
in the Union army in the civil war at
the age of 64 years. He gave his age
to the recruiting officer as 44 years,
and was assigned to the 2d Ohio H. A.
He lived to the age of 94. Should any
of the Day familv read this I would
be glad to correspond with them.”

Maine Regiments.

Comrade John O. Rice, Portland,
Me., says that he notices very little in
The National Tribune from Maine regi-
ments. He asks why correspondence
cannot be secured for these commands,
as their records were equal to any other
in the service.

Comrade W. H. Rickman, Corporal,
Co. L, 4th Iowa Cav., writes about the
A. J. Smith raid from Memphis, in
which the raiding party had several
brisk encoumurs with the enemy. The
men of the 4th Iowa Cav. used the
Spencer magazine guns for the first
time on this raid, and gave the rebs
several surprise parties by the rapidity
of their rifle fire.

Sam R. Murray, Paris, Ky., writes a
letter of inquiry regarding the seamen
who were on board the U. S. Flagship
Pensacola from 1878 to 1880. If they
remember *“Shannigan,” who was port
fore royal yardman, and whose real
name was James W. Houston, the writ-
er would like to have them correspond
with him at 916 W. 26th street, Indian-
apolis, Ind.

Comrade J. H. Powell, of Bertram,
Tex., would like to know if any of the
old boys are still living who served
with him in Co. A, 11th Tenn., or Co.
K, 10th Tenn. If so, he would like to
correspond with them “while we are
yet able to answer roll call.” “How
many,” he asks, “remember our for-
ward march from Bull's Gap to Green-
ville, Tenn,?"

Comrade Nelson Purcell, Co. E, 27th
Ind., writes from Cumback, Ind., to
thank The National Tribune for the
interest it takes in *“the dear old com-
rades of the war of the rebellion.” He
says the Reunion of the 27th Ind. at
Indianapolis was a most enjoyable af-
fair. He believes it does the old com-
rades good to attend the Reunions, and
adds that “it will not be long before
the last roll call” will be answered by
them all.”” Comrade Purcell speaks of
the great losses at Antietam and other
fights in which his regiment participat-
ed.

Comrade J. B. Thatcher, Co. D, 4th
Wis. Cav., would like to hear from
some of his old comrades. His address
is Laredo, Tex. He enlisted at Kilber
City, Columbia County, Wis.,, under
Capt. Baley, and was honorably dis-
charged at Brcwnsville, Tex., in 18686,
and has lived on the border ever since.

Comrade H. Kitchens, Co. C, 3d Ark.
Cav., In a letter from Eureka, Cal.,

regiment was composed of converted
rebels, but they were “true blue.” He
thinks it is hard that none of “the rebel
converts” are allowed to become mem-
bers of the G.A.R., as they had bornes
arms against the U. S. Government. The
writer says he was known as “Johnnie-
Yank,” and that it would have been
“all day” with any of the members of

the 3d Ark. Cav. had they been Ccap-
tured by the rebs.

The Pth Vi

Editor National Tribune: Please
a short history of my old command, the
9th Vt. I would like to hear from my
cld comrades of Co. A.—Thos. O. Re-
gan, Lowell, Mass, 2

The 9th Vt. was organized at Brattle-
boro, July 9, 1862, and mustered out
June 13, 1865, with the recruits and
veterans consolidated into a battalion
of four companies. The first Colonel
was George J. Stannard, promoted to
Brigadier-General, and succeeded by
Dudley K. Andross, who resigned, and
was succeeded by Col. Edward H. Rip-
ley. Lieut.-Col. Herman Sellingston was
in command of the regiment when it
was mustered out. The 9th Vt. be-
longed to Weltzel’'s Division of the
Eighteenth Corps, Army of the James,
and lost 24 killed and 281 died from
disease.—Editor National Tribune,

The Sth Tenn. Cav.

Editor National Tribune: Please pub-
lish a brief sketch of the 8th Tenn.
Cav.—L. G. Shouse, Hanna, Ind. Ter.

The 8th Tenn. Cav. was begun by
the organization of five companies at
Camp Nelson in the Summer of 1863
for the 10th Tenn. Cav. Seven com-
panies from the State of Tennessee at
large for the 5th Tenn. Cav. were oon-
sclidated with them, and the organiza-
tion designated the 8th Tenn. Cav. It
was mustered out Sept. 11, 1865. The
first Colonel was Jesse H. Strickland,
who was missing from Oect. 31, 1863,
and succeeded by Col. Samuel K. N.
Patton, who was mustered out with
the regiment. The regiment belonged
to Gillem’s Division of the Army of the
Ohio, and lost 38 men killed and 242
died from disease.—Editor National
Tribune.

McElroy’s War of the Rebellion.

Editor National Tribune: Your pa-
per is received and appreciated. Each
week after reading it I give it to an ex-
rebel soldier to read, and he enjoys it
hugely. The story of the “War of the
Rebellion—Opening of the Mississippi,”
is an eye-opener, for it gives facts as
they actually occurred without bias or
prejudice on either side. That is what
I like to see at this late day. Lots of
the old rebs are voting with us now.
I belonged to Co. H, 18th Ky., Third
Brigade, Third Division, Fourteenth
Corps, Jeff C. Davis commander. I was
with Sherman on the march to the
sea.—James A. Fisher, Carlisle, Ky,

The Fremeat Body Guard and 34 Wis
Cav,

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short history of the Fremont Body
Guard and also of the 3d Wis. Cav.—
E. B. Thornton, Hammeond, Ind.

The Fremont Body Guard was or-
ganized in August, 1861, at Cincinnati
and St. Louis, with Charles Zagonyl as
Major, and was mustered out Nov. 30,
1661. Its only battle was at Spring-
field, where it lost 16 killed, 22 wound-
ed and 10 missing.

The 3d Wis. Cav. was organized at
Janesville from Nov. 30, 1861, to Jan.
31, 1862, and finally mustered out Oct.
27, 1865. The first Colonel was Wil-
liam A. Barstow, who was mustered out
Feb. 24, 1865, and Col. Thomas Derry
vas in command when the regiment
was mustered out. The 3d Wis. Cav.
belonged to Herron’s Division, Armies
of the Trans-Mississippl, and lost 64
killed and 153 died from disease.—Ed-
itor National Tribune.

— e e e

The 146th N. Y,

Editor National Tribune: Will you
please publish a short sketch of the
146th N. Y., and greatly oblige—Her-
bert French, Ireton, Iowa.

The 146th N. Y. was organized at
Rome, Oect. 10, 1862, and was one of
the fighting regiments. It belonged to
Ayres's Brigade, Griffin’s Division,
Fifth Corps, Army of the Potomae, and
lost 133 killed, 81 died in Confederate
prisons, and 98 from disease. It was
mustered out July 16, 1865. The Col-
onels were, Kenner Garrard, of the
Regular Army, who was promoted to
Brigadier-General; David T. Jenkins,
who was killed in the Wilderness, and
James Grindlay, who was brevetted &

Lirigadier-General.—Editor National
Tribune.

——
Comrades, Attention.

Attention of comrades is called to
the addresses wanted by L. W. Hubbell
in the classified advertising columns on
seventh page. Mr. Hubbell is a relia-
ble man and needs these addresses for

says he has met but one member of the

regiment since the war. He says the

a purpose that will benefit the soldier,
it. living, or his heirs. if dead.




