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*' .'Pine Knob" is the name by which
%frs. Roosevelt's Virginia farm, for¬
merly Known as "Plain Dealing," has
fc>een rechristened. It is a much more

euphonious name, and is truly descrip¬
tive of the place. It is to be left to
vnature to beautify, and is simply meant
for a place to get away from people.
Only the family will ever be entertain¬
ed at Pine Knob, in all probability.
The President would not have even his
family physician with him except for a

day. and then evidently to be ready
for emergencies, for he did not send
for Surgeon-General Rixey until the
day of his big wild turkey hunt. Then
the Surgeon-General appeared on the
scene, but his services were not needed,
fortunately. He is splendid company,
however, and the President likes him
for that. Miss Alice Roosevelt has
never been at Pine Knob. The Secret
Service man and the stenographer were

sent back to Charlottesville to loaf
around that quaint old town until the
President got ready to return to Wash¬
ington.

. . .
!

Solicitor Penfield. of the State Dc-
t>artment, has resigned, and it is said
that the appointment of David E.
Thompson, of Nebraska, to be Embas-
sador to Mexico has something to do
¦with this sudden retirement of Judge
enfield. Thompson was Minister to
razil. and a whole lot of shady things

happened down there in which an at¬
tempt was made to mix Mr. Thomp¬
son's name. Judge Penfleld, Solicitor
for the Department of State, was sent
flown to investigate the reports. Solici¬
tor Penfield is said to have made a re¬

port that would make good, racy read¬
ing. but which would not please Mr.
Thompson at all. and that the Depart¬
ment of State didn't like it. However,
It was thought that Minister Thompson
needed a change of climate, so he came
home for a time. He passed right
through Washington, halting here for
a day or two, but a visit to the "White
House was not scheduled. In a very
short time it was announced that he
had been appointed Embassador to
Mexico.

. * .

On the heels of this appointment
comes the retirement of Judge Pen-
field. who simply "quits." giving no
reason. It is said, however, that Judge
Penfield was asked by the State De¬
partment to make a less sweeping re¬
port of the Brazilian imbroglio, and
that he flatly refused to do so. In the
face of the adverse report made by
Judge Penfield on the investigation,
and Thompson's connection with the
¦whole business, the President made
the appointment. The Senate has not
acted upon th« appointment, and it is
stated that before it does act the Pen-
field report will be called for. and also
all information! concerning the charges
against Thompson down in Brazil.

* . *

The memberfc of Local Union No. 3.
United Mine Workers of America, of
Pittsburg, have decided to present to
Miss Alice Roosevelt as a wedding gift
a carload of the best coal that can be
found in the anthracite region.

This will be done in appreciation of
her father's services in ending the
great strike of 11902.

. . .
In brief here is what the Agricul¬

tural Department has been doing the
past year:

Co-operative work with the Agricul¬
tural Experiment Stations of the sev¬
eral States and Territories has been ex¬
tended. School-garden work has been
encouraged in many ways, and 175.000
packets of seeds have been supplied to
schools. The work with cotton has in¬
cluded the conducting of demonstration
and diversification farms, and breeding
to secure early and weevil-resistant
types.

. ? .

Single germ beet^-sugar seed will
soon be produced inj quantities suffi¬
cient for field demonstrations. New
varieties of hardy oranges, new pine¬
apples, and new races of corn and cot¬
ton have been developed in the labora¬
tory of plant breeding. Valuable
strains of tobacco have been obtained
by hybridization. It has been shown
that heavy seed produces better plants
than light seed.
The growing of Winter wheat has

been extended into the southern por¬
tions of North Dakota and Minnesota,
and new cereals adapted to the South¬
ern States have been developed.
A new date garden has been estab¬

lished at Yuma. Ariz., which is devoted
especially to the cultivation of varie¬
ties from the Persian Gulf. The plant¬
ing of grasses as sand binders has pro¬
duced Important results. The effort to
cross lettuce gives promise of securing
varieties over those now in use.

. . .

At the seed laboratory 9.364 germi¬
nation tests and 1.415 tests for
mechanical purity have been made. Of
1,220 samples of seeds obtained in the
open market. 230 were found either to
be adulterated or mlsbranded.
The foreign explorations have re¬

sulted in the securing of many valuable
varities of dates for the Government
date gardens in Arizona and California,
and also many important dry-land fod¬
der plants.
The results achieved in combating

diseases of orchard fruits have been
especially gratifying. The cause of the
blue stain of conifers and certain hard
woods, which results in the loss of $5,-
000.000 or $6,000,000 a year, has been
determined, and a simple method of
Stopping the growth of the fungus pro¬
ducing the stain has been discovered.

Remedies for the disease of orange
trees known as dls-back hav^- been in¬
vented. and the proportion affected in
a region where 10 years ago 50 per
cent, of the trees were diseased has
been reduced to less than one-tenth of |
one per cent. Disease-resistant grape¬vines are being developed and propa-rated.

In the Congressional seed distrlbu- jtlon nearly 36,000.000 packets and jpackages of seeds and more than 230,-000 grapevines, strawberry plants, and
bulbs have been sent out. j. . .

Speaker Cannon has a novel way of
helping a lazy and indifferent majority'
out. Some bill of minor importance
was up the other day for final passage,The Republicans voted for it in a mur¬
mur, and the Democrats against it in
good, round tones. The Speaker's eyestwinkled, as he announced. "The nays
seem to make the most noise, but the
yeas have it and the bill is passed."

* . .
Reed Smoot, in a speech at the an¬

nual banquet of the Salt Lake Com¬
mercial Club in that city, defied theW. C. T. U., which has been prominentin the movement to deprive him of his
seat in the United States Senate. "Ihave heard somewhere," said Mr.Smoot. "I believe in the public press,of an organization called the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union. that
seems to know more about my life thanI do myself. They have been lookingfor something to find personally against
me. and I am going to give them some¬thing to-night. I hope to live and beIn the Senate to cast my vote for thebringing back of the canteen."

Senator Smoot was preceded by Capt.F. D. Ely, of the 29tl» Inf., stationed inSalt Lake, who advocated the re-estab¬lishment of the canteen.
. . .

And so Joe Blackburn loses, in spiteof his attempt to show that the PostOffice Department was In league to de¬feat him. The old days are indeed
i over "In my old Kentucky home, f-a-rf a-w-a-y." Judge Thomas H. Paynter

was nominated by the Democrats in the
Kentucky legislature to succeed Black¬
burn, with six votes to spare. Senator
Blackburn, who stood game, accepted
his defeat like a soldier, and in a
speech immediately following the first
ballot, which settled one of the most
fiercely contested Senatorial elections
in the history of Kentucky, pledged
his loyal support to Senator-elect
Paynter. Senator Blaekburn has rep¬
resented Kentucky in the House or
Senate for nearly 25 years, with a brief
intermission. The defeat is bitter, for
it means the beginning of new things
down there in the Democratic Party.
This is the first time that the Demo¬
crats have ever turned Blackburn
down. It may not be generally known,
but Blackburn has generally chosen to
wear a gray business suit in the Sen¬
ate Chamber, a real Confederate gray.
He Is the last of the Senators from the
South who will do this in all prob¬
ability.

* * «

Postmaster-General Cortelyou made
public the following statement on Tues¬
day. the day of the nomination of
Paynter. regarding the claim made by
Senator Blaekburn. of Kentucky, that
some of his private mail was tampered
with:

"Referring to the investigation made
by the Post Offiee Department to ascer¬
tain the facts in the case of irregular
ha lulling of mail at Frankfort. Ky., the
report of the Post Office Inspector has
been received. It shows that the mis¬
treatment of it was due to the careless¬
ness of clerks in the Frankfort Post
Office. No evidence that the mail was
tampered with designedly in the
Frankfort Post Office or elsewhere was
found."

. * .

The extent of Government encour¬
agement In the building of country
roads is shown in a report just issued
by the Office of Public Roads of the
Department of Agriculture. In the last
year 21 roads were built by the Gov¬
ernment in different sections of the
country. It is the purpose of the De¬
partment to build the best roads possi¬
ble out of the most available material.
In the roads built, stone, shale, burnt
clay, sand-clay, shell, gravel, and marl
were used.
A comparative statement of cost is

given which shows that macadam roads
have a maximum cost of 9K cents, and
&n average cost of 55 cents per square
yard; sand and clay roads cost 9%
cents, burnt clay, 20 cents, and shell,
34 cents per square yard. Of the ob¬
ject lesson roads built, three were in
Ohio, one in Illinois, three in Missouri,
one in Kansas, two in Washington, one
in Texas, one in I.<ouisiana. and seven
in Florida.

v t » .

In the Mississippi delta the lack of
suitable road building material has at¬
tracted much attention to the problem
there. It is believed that it is to be
solved by the burnt clay or "gumbo"
process, which is described in detail in
the report. A road of this character
was constructed at Clarkesdale, Miss.,
with such success that the county
board has appropriated $25,000 to con¬
tinue the work.
To build up the Engineering Corps of

the Department, the plan has been
adopted to employ each year a number
of graduates of engineering schools, at
$50 per month and field expenses, for
one year, after which they may be pro¬
moted.
Complete statistics as to the cost of

roads in each County in the country are
being prepared and will be available
during the year.

. . .

There are 38 bound volumes, com¬
prising a thousand petitions in the
Reed Smoot case which will be filed
with the Secretary of the Senate as
soon as the commltee submits its re¬
port. The petitions are being bound in
New York. The names o^ more than
1,000.000 women have been affixed,
pleading with the Senate to take a
stand for the purity of the home.

Before the report is submitted to the
Senate the committee will endeavor to
obtain the exact language of the test
oath taken in the endowment house,
to which Smoot subscribed while a boy.
Several witnesses have sworn to having
taken this oath, but the exact wording
has not been fully established. Senator
Smoot himself, when on the stand, re¬
fused to repeat the oath as he remem¬
bered it. The first oath taken, accord¬
ing to one witness, imposes an obliga¬
tion on the subject which is calculated
to deter one from gossiping among his
neighbors about it. As near as the wit¬
ness can remember, the oath was ad¬
ministered in this language:

"You, and eacn of you, do solemnly
promise and vow that you will not re¬
veal this the first token of the Aaronic
priesthood, with its accompanying
name, sign, and penalty. Should I do
so I agree that my throat be cut from
ear to ear and my tongue cut out by
its roots from my mouth." This quick
shift in the personal pronoun is said
to be hardly correct, but it is argued
that the witness may have been excited.

. . *

There are several other vows, includ¬
ing the vow of vengeance, which is in
this language: "That you, and each of
you, do promise and vow that you will
never cease to importune high heaven
to avenge the blood of the prophets
upon the nations of the earth or the in¬
habitants of the earth." The last wit¬
ness to take the endowment oath ob¬
tainable so far is August W. Lund-
strum, who swore that he took this ob¬
ligation: "And we ask Thee, God, the
Eternal Father, to avenge the blood of
Joseph Smith upon this nation."

It has been brought out in the testi¬
mony that the test oaths have never
been changed, and for this reason it is
especially desirable that the exact
words employed be known, so that tne
Senate may understand the obligations
Senator Smoot assumed.

. . ?

Here is a tit-for-tat proposition from
Representative Grosvenor, of Ohio. He
believes that if the railroads can save
$10,000,000 a year by withdrawing all
passes over th«*ir lines, they will be $10,-
000,000 better able to carry the United
States mails for that much less. So
G«-n. Grosvenor proposes to cut just that
amount oft from the annual appropria¬
tion for carrying the United States
mails.

. . .

Chairman Tawney, of the House Ap-propriations Committee.which, by the
way. is tautological, as there is but one
"Appropriations" Committee, and that
is in the House, all the revenue bills
originating In that body.has been look¬
ing very seriously into the matter of
the age limit for clerks in Government
employ.

Just what determination may finallybe reached Chairman Tawney is unable
to say, but he believes that eventuallyprovision must be made by Congress for
the tenure of office of those holding po¬sitions under the Civil Service law.
Limitations in the number of years a
person may serve or fixing a definite
age at which retirement from the pub¬lic service must take place seems to
him to be the only effective course in
preventing the gradual increase in the
number of clerks who, from the view¬
point of capacity for active labor, have
outlived their usefulness.

. . ?

The engagement of J, W. Wilson, Sec¬
retary Wilson's second son, to Miss El¬
sie Capell, daughter of the cashier of
the First National Bank at Brookings,S. D., is announced. Mr. Wilson has
been Director of the Experiment Sta¬
tion connected with the South Dakota
Agricultural College at Brookings for
three years.

. mm
Grover Cleveland Fingle, reputed to

be the first baby in Virginia named for
former President Cleveland, was con-

vlcted in the Criminal Court at Norfolk,
Va.. of stealing a diamond ring from
Mamie Daly, and was sentenced to one
year in the Virginia Penitentiary.

. . .

Gen. Theodore A. Bingham, retired,
of the 1. 8. E. C\. is bound to have some
fun as Police Commissioner of New
York City, and the outcome of his mili¬
tary methods will be waltzed with some
Interest. Gen. Bingham is "military"
from his boot-toe to the top of his well-
shaped head. He i.v straightforward,
honest, upright, forceful. He has been
used to saying "Do so and so by order,"
'and so on and so forth, and it is done
exactly as he "ordered." He certainly
expects to take into the New York of-

I nee exactly the same tactics, for he has
I ?v,nu' same power.to order.
I W nether he has the same power to en¬
force looks to be another proposition.

"I intend to jump into the job and do
my level best," he said. "1 Intend to
try to get the confidence of the people

I and keep it. T suppose there are plenty
of knockers, but I don't care. I am
absolutely independent, and will try to
do good work Wo need good govern¬
ment, and that is what I am going to
try to give."

It is his intention to take things as
tliev come, and if reforms are needed,
he,said, they will be instituted. "It's
the biggest job I ever was up against,"
said the new Commissioner. "it pre¬
sents difficulties that are almost super¬
human. The Police Department must
be an executive department, and when
I assume the office 1 will simply try to
carry out the law as it is on the statute
books. I have a reasonable hope of
succeeding."

$ *

Reading Matter for the Farmers" is
the title of a report Just made public bv
the Department of Agriculture. It
shows that 1,463 publications were is¬
sued by that Department in the last
year, or an average of four for every
day in the year.

these 391 were issued bv the
Weather Bureau. These publications
ranged in size from circulars of one
page to bound volumes of 800 pages
7J® total number of copies printed was
1Z, 4 i 5,157..
The Weather Bureau publications ag¬

gregate S82.9*:> copies for the year
Secretary Wilson believes in the value
of pictures where they are obviously
aids to the understanding, and as a re¬
sult many of these publications are il¬
lustrated with reproductions of draw*
mgs and photographs.

exl>Pnditures of the Division
of Publications for the vear were $365 -

039, of which $258,172 went to pay for
printing and binding.

? * *

Representative A. Beldier will not be
a candidate for renomination to Con¬
gress from the 20th Ohio District He
expresses gratitude for the honors be¬
stowed upon him by his constituents
but says that he can not afford to sacri¬
fice his business interests any lonerer bv
service in the House.

. . .

Here Is a description of the Bona¬
parte menage in Baltimore, the home of
the Secretary of the Navy. The occa¬
sion was a reception to the National
Society of Historians:

"Mrs. Bonaparte received in an ex¬
quisite costume of black lace over rose
satin. The skirt was trimmed with
flounces of lace that once belonged to
Mme. Patterson-Bonaparte. The waist
was formed of lace, sent to Mr. Charles
J. Bonaparte's mother by King Jerome.
She wore the handsome diamond and
pearl ornaments which were the gifts
of King Jerome to Mme. Patterson-
Bonaparte.
*i

American homes can display
the historical treasures of the Bona¬
parte residence, and the gathering was
one to whom every object was of un¬
usual interest. In the Napoleon room
they saw the famous bust of Napoleon
I. by Henri Frederick Iselln, cut in
marble from the plaster-cast model in
Cairo, Egypt, by Louis Corbet. In an¬
other part of the room are the marble
justs of Charles Bonaparte and Lltitia
Bonaparte, the father and mother of
the Emperor. These are by Canova, and
were presented to Mr. Bonaparte's
mother by Jerome Bonaparte during his
residence at Bordentown, near Philadel¬
phia. A portrait of Miss Patterson, the
grandmother of Mr. Bonaparte, painted
in 1825 by Massot, at Geneva. Switzer¬
land, attracts attention and study.
There is also a painting of her by Kin-
son. A Dortralt of Empress Eugenie
and a number of beautifully-executed
miniatures of various members of the
Bonaparte family are arranged on the
wall.
"A handsome mahogany cabinet con¬

tains the snuff box of Jerome Bonaparte
and the rouge pot of Miss Patterson, a
number of autoeraphs of the Bona-
partes, a piece of the coffin of the Em¬
peror and other relics of interest."

. . .

The money in circulation in the Unit¬
ed States on Jan. 1, 1906, was $31.82
for every man, woman and child
in the Union, and that is also the larg¬
est average sum of money ever reached
In this country.

. . .

Senator Depew says he will not re¬
sign from the United States Senate. This
statement was made in reply to the reso¬
lution introduced in the State Senate of
New \ ork by Senator Brackett "Re¬
solving" that the New York Senate ask
Senator Depew to resign and permit
some one else to be elected in his place
The resolution was withdrawn by
Brackett, but It created a distinct sensa¬
tion.

* . .

Here Is what Representative Bower-
sock, of Kansas, thinks about several
things:

"I have long criticised and seriously
objected to the making of so many laws,
and I have long contended that men
are riot made good and honest by stat¬
ute " remarked Representative Justin
D. Bowersock, of Kansas, recently.

I he comparatively indiscriminate
enactment of legislation on all sub¬
jects general, special and personal.is
a great evil and a greater folly. I have
insisted that selfishness and prejudice
are at the basis of too many enactments I
and that human nature and the settled

I principles of business and commerce
honorable competition, and the results
of supply and demand can hardly be
changed by law to any beneficial ex¬
tent.

. ? *

"Corporate greed, cupidity and cor¬
ruption can be, ought to be, and will be
modified, curtailed, arid brought within
decent limits, to say the least. No man
desires this more earnestly than I do-
no man will go farther along any rea¬
sonable lines in any legitimate and
pr^ct*cab,e effort to bring this about j
whether it be in connection with rail-'
ro«td rates, Standard Oil rebates beef
trust, urdawful combination, watered
stocks, or whatever or whoever may-
burden the consumer or producer un-
<lu'y or unjustly, for extortionate gain,

j
" 'Equal rights to all, special privl-

j leges to none' will not come through Irn-
practicable, non-enforceable laws drawn
on the theory that we have reached the
millennium.
"The ordinary legislator, and his

name Is legion, has a legal panacea for
every ill. if he had as much honesty
as assurance, the title of his bills would

on"'"fl1?. act to "}al<e men do business
on earth as it is done in heaven ' a con¬
summation devoutly to be wished- but

n°,1 f?rfiret lhe cffect of the Popc"sbull against a comet and the beating of

eclipse1"S ^ thG aborif?lnes on an

. . *

Rumor has it that China is enragedthat Japan should be ahead of her In
appointing Embassadors to the United
States, and that the Flowery Kingdom
will soon follow suit and sorry that she
did not set the pace.

. . .

andeht«'°XiSa,h?|er of N*ew Hampshire,and his wife, had a very narrow escane
froin death the other night. They were
on their way to dine with Dr. H L E
Johnson. It was a misty, rainy nleht'
and as they alighted from the front end
of the car, which had been carried by

m
they Intend«<* to stoj

*
Gallinger lifted his umbrel-

1 ' from beneath it saw his wife,

who seemed bevildtred, almost under
the advancing car. He Wrack forward
to reach her. but only, ^succeeded In
throwing her into the feeder, while he
himself was thrown sOme' J2 feet away
by the impact of the* car'. Both were
cut. Mrs. Gallinger atoouti the head, so
that she had^tn hav.e several stitches
taken, but they picked themselves up
and went to the dinner party, Where
Dr. Johnson sewed up their wounds and
later entertained his |»ati«nts at dinner.
It is not a little remarkable that Sena¬
tor Gallinger is largely responsible for
having fenders placed on the Washing¬
ton street cars. He frvnfctit for them
manfully when the matter was up in
the United States Senate a few years
iigo, and now he thanks his lucky star
that he did so. for had It not been for
the fender Mrs. Gallinger would have
been ground to powder under the pon¬
derous wheels of one of our largest
electric cars.

. . .

They're after him. so they say.Mr.
President of the Canal Commission
Shouts. President Khonts is connected
in an official way with the Clover Leaf
Railroad Company, and refuses to give
up his holdings, and so has been very
severely criticised. This has cut him
deeply, for he is the kind of man whose
actions are scarcely open to criticism at
any time, and the President lias been
led to believe that Mr. Slionts would
just as soon resign from the Canal Com¬
mission us not. So the President had
Mr. Shonts over, the other evening, and
talked him into giving up all thought
of resigning, it is said. The President
seems to think that if Mr. Slionls can
be induced to hold on till after Congress
adjourns in the Summer the worst will
be oyer, and he will then have smooth
sailing.

. . .

The report that Senator Burton, of
Kansas, will resign his seat in the Unit¬
ed States Senate is stamped as untrue
by himself. He declares his intention
of waiting for the verdict of the United
States Supreme Court in his case. Even
then he will yet be a United States
Senator, and unless he resigns he will
have to be tried by the Senate on the
merits of the case.

* ? «

Pickled rats! Ugh! But that is
what they are.
Some months ago rats were very nu¬

merous in Manila and the surrounding
parts of Luzon, and many of them were
affected with a disease which was some¬
times communicated to man. The dan¬
ger of a widespread pestilence induced
the health officers to offer a bounty of
half a cent (gold) for each rat brought
In. The natives set to work with a will,
killing, trapping and snarling rats, and
the result was that several thousand
were received daily for several weeks
by the Health Department.
About this time Maj. Edgar A.

Mcarns, a Surgeon In the United States
Army and an enthusiastic naturalist
and collector, arrived in Manila and
became attached to the Board of Pub¬
lic Health. He soon perceived that not
all of the animals brought In were
common house rats, but that many of
them had considerable scientific value,
and that some belonged to species
wholly unknown to naturalists. An
empty whisky barrel was obtained and
partially filled with formalin, and for
several weeks Dr. Mearns spent his
leisure hours in sorting over rats, pre¬
serving those which, wej-e of value in
the barrel of formalin. This was filled
in time, and has been Shipped to the
Nationjfl Museum through the Quarter¬
master-General's Department of the
Army. Its arrival is awaited with a
good deal of Interest by the mammal-
ogists of the Museum, as it will un¬
doubtedly contain the most completecollection of the small mammals of
the Manila district that has ever been
made in the Philippine Islands.

. . .

The Empire State showed up with
empty seats when Congress convened
last week. Senator PJatt Is in the
South in very frail health, and Senator
Depew.well, he seemed not to . be
ready to come to Washington just yet.Senator Depew has been in his' seat
very 11' lie since the Equitable scandals
began to be aired. Mrs. Depew has
gone to Europe for the Winter, it is
thought, to be with her mother, who is
ailing. Senator Depew has with him
his niece. Miss Paulding, who was his
inseparable companion up to the time
of his second marriage, but who has
made her home elsewhere since, until
now. The Depews have always had a
house In Washington and entertained
lavishly during the season, but it is
thought that they will not open a house
at all this Winter. Senator Depew looks
much broken.older and worn. All his
debonair looks and jolly smiles seem to
have vanished. "He seems ill at ease
when in the Senate Chamber.so much
so that his friends have noticed it.

. . .

Representative Bennett, of New
York, has introduced a bill in the
House appropriating $100,000 for the
construction of a special train for the
use of the President of the United
States, the expense of travel to be paid
at full rates out of the Treasury. The
Secretary of the Navy is also authorized
to set aside a warship for the Presi¬
dent's use.

. ? .

Contrary to all.shall it be said
"hopes" or just expectations?.ex-
Governor La Follette, of Wisconsin, was
sworn in and nothing dropped. While
he and Senator Spooner are sworn per¬sonal enemies, as became a gentleman
and a Senator, the senior Senator from
Wisconsin called upon the junior Sen¬
ator to pay his respects, and when the
time came the two gentlemen sat side
by side in the Senate Chamber until It
was opportune for the new Senator to
take the oath of office. Then the two
gentlemen trotted down the main aisle
of the Senate together, arm in arm,and the gentleman with the pompadourhair, yclept, Mr. La Follette, of Wiscon¬
sin, became a United States Senator,and presumably hostilities will now be-
gin. By courtesy of Senator Spooner,who Is Chairman of the Committee on
Assignment of Senators to Committees,Senator La Follette has been given a
good Chairmanship, and placed on sev¬
eral committees.

. . *
The President lias received a peti¬tion from the members of U. S. Grant

Circle, No. 1. Toadies of the Grand Armyof the Republic, the committee beingMrs. Charlotte Lewis. Mrs. Delia F.
Wright, Mrs. Capt. Myers and Mrs.
Fannie M. Page. The document asks
the President to change the rules and
regulations of the United States Civil
Service Commission, so that widows of
Union soldiers who are eligible for
appointment be given preference, with¬
out regard to age. i The petition sets
forth that it Is difficult for them to live
on $8 per month pension, which is al¬
lowed them by the Pension Office. It
id thought the petition will receive
favorable notice. The committee pre¬senting the petition was accompaniedby Senator Burrows, of Michigan.

* ? ?»

Acting Gov. Ide has cabled from Ma¬
nila that, upon the unanimous recom¬
mendation of the Consolidated Bar As¬
sociation, the Commission, by decree,extended for five years the period in
which the Spanish language might be
used officially in the Philippine Courts.
The action was taken after the Philip¬pine Commission had been satisfied
that, although great progress had been
made in the acquirement of a knowl¬
edge of English by the younger Fili¬
pinos, the older barristers had not been
able on Jan. 1, when the original order
took effect requiring the substitution
of English for Spanish as the official
court language, to master the former
sufficiently to continue to practice their
profession. It Is only a decade or so
since the "United States" language be¬
came the official language of the Courtsof New Mexico. Up to that time Span¬ish was the "State" language, and all
the documents in the Legislature, the
Courts and everywhere else were writ¬
ten In Spanish.

* . .
The fact that Lieut. Fortescue wasforced out of the service by the un¬

savory Taggart tWa! at Fort Riley doesnot seem to have affected his standingat the White House. He Is a nephew,
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or perhaps it is a third cousin or some¬
thing of that sort, of the President. He
was the guest of the Roosevelts one day
last week, and after lunching with thorn
was a member of a box party from the
White House, consisting of Miss Alice
Roosevelt, Mr. Dongworth and himself.
He was formerly an attache of the
White House military staff, but was re¬
lieved by order of the President many
months ago.

« » *

Mrs. Dubois, wife of Senator Dubois,
who was so badly hurt In a runaway
accident in Manila while out with the
Taft party last Summer, is not entirely
recovered from her injury, and will be
obliged to give up all participation in
social functions this Winter. She has
gone South for a stay of several weeks.

. . .

Washington has been somewhat
startled by a remarkable * ejectment
from the Executive Offices of the White
House of Mrs. Minor Morris, wife of a
former Contract Surgeon in the United
States Army, and a sister of Capt. J. A.
T. Hull, Congressman from Iowa, and
Chairman of the House Committee on
Military Affairs. Capt. Hull says that
he has not spoken to his sister for some
years, and that she is eccentric any¬
how. He did not interest himself In
the matter at all. Mrs. Morris visited
the Executive Office to call unon the
President, and sent her card to Secre¬
tary Loeb. Secretary Loeb could not
see her, and sent Secretary Barnes out.
He asked Mrs. Morris her business with
the President, and she declared that
she could not tell it to a stranger. It
1=? said that she became very indignant
when told that she could not see the
President until he knew her business,
and talked loudly.

» . *-

When she began to talk in a loud
tone Secretary Barnes told her he
would be obliged to turn her out of
the Executive Office. She replied that
it was a public office, and that she
guessed she could stay. So saying, she
sank Into a chair, whereupon Secretary
Rarnes summoned a couple of White
House police, and each of th^m took
an arm and began to hustle Mrs. Mor¬
ris out. It became necessary to call a
colored porter to assist, and Mrs. Mor¬
ris, resisting and protesting in loud
tones, was dragged by the shoulders
the length of the terraces, to the east
entrance, where she was hustled into
a "hurry-up wagon" and taken to Po¬
lice Headquarters, where she was
locked up till bail was furnished.

. ? *

Of course, she is mad as a hatter,
and who wouldn't be. under the cir¬
cumstances? Of course, there are two
sides to a question, and Mrs. Morris
was raising an awful disturbance, but
the methods taken to get rid of her are
considered most reprehensible. Mrs.
Morris is a lady, and she goes in the
best society. She was dressed for the
White House call in black silk and wore
handsome ermine furs. She is a big,
fine-looking woman of about 50 years.
Just what she wanted to see the Presi¬
dent about Is not yet known. Mrs. Mor¬
ris was so frightened by the treatment

she recei\ed, in which her clothes were
torn and drabbled, her hat ruined and
her hair pulled down, that she was in
a state of nervous collapse at the New
Willard, where she has swell apart¬
ments, after the scrap occurred. It was
thought after she reached the House
of Detention that she might be insane,
but on examination she was found to
be perfectly sane. Xo matter what the
unfortunate woman's actions might
have been, those acquainted with the
case believe, that she was shamefully
hustled about.

. . .

Senator Teller is always very careful
of other people's money till it comes
in conflict with his own desires; par¬
ticularly is this true of the Govern¬
ment's money. He always is talking
of extravagance of expenditure, and
yet in the Senate the other day he
asked to have printed as a Government
document an article which appeared
in a recent magazine, entitled "A Dem¬
ocrat In the Philippines." Senator
Teller said that the article was not po¬
litical, and yet It was written by Sena¬
tor Newlands, who couldn't talk any¬
thing but politics to save his life. And
he is, of all those who accompanied
Secretary of War Taft to the Philip¬
pines, the most rabidly opposed to the
United States retaining possession of
the Islands. The Senate acceded to
Senator Teller's request, and this
magazine article, which is against the
retention of the Islands by the United
States, will be sent out by the 100,000
under the frank of the United States
Senate.

* . .

Yet right now the Government has
a Commission at work to investigate
and cut down the Government printingbills, and the day that Senator Teller
got the magazine article on the Philip¬
pines in as a Senate document. Direc¬
tor Walcott of the Geological Survey
was before the Commission on cuttingdown expenses in Government printing,
explaining that the Geological Survey
was running closs-reefed and could not
get along with less.

* * *

It never rains but it pours' Here all
the Eastern trunk lines are cutting off
the passes of members of Congress,
and keeping those gentlemen in Wash¬
ington when they'd much rather be
traveling at corporation expense, and
then along comes a kid member from
Texas with a bill to add to the expense
of being a "Member of Congress."

It provides for a reduction from 20
cents to 6 cents in the mileage paid to
Senators and Representatives. The
sum annually appropriated on this ac¬
count is $190,000, an average of about
$400 for each man.
The mileage is supposed to representthe traveling expenses of the lawmak¬

ers to and from the Capital to attend
sessions of Congress. The present rate
was fixed before the advent of rail¬
roads, when traveling was done by
stage coaches, and frequent stops over
night had to be made at taverns.

In recent years, when nearly all the
members of Congress have been riding

on railroad passes. most of the mileage
nas been pure "velvet." Hut the fond-
noes of the members, for this "pick-up"
was illustrated last year, when the
House voted itself double mileage on
account of the extra session, although
there was no interval between the ex¬
tra and the regular session. In re¬
sponse to a vigorous outcry In the
newspapers the Senate reluctantly de¬
clined to concur in the action of the
House, and the mileage grab was
knocked out.

. . .

Miss Alice Roosevelt and Mr. Nich¬
olas L#ongworth will be married Satur¬
day, Feb. 17. The ceremony will take
place in the East Room of the White
House, and Right Rev. Henry V. Sat-
lerlee, Bishop of Washington, will per¬
form the marriage ceremony. It is
said that there will be only relatives
and friends present at the notable wed¬
ding. and that official society will cut
no ice at all, which is all right. There
will be few bridesmaids, if any. Miss
Roosevelt has no very warm personal
girl friends, and It Is said that she rath¬
er prefers not to have any attendants.
You can just rest assured that there
will be no frills or furbelows about this
wedding.

. * .
At a meeting of the Senate Committee

on Interstate Commerce It developed
that the members are as far apart h*
to the character of the bill dealing with
the rate-regulation question that *111
finally be reported as they have been
from the Inception of their delibera¬
tions on the subject. Without taking
up any specific proposlton, the com¬
mittee devoted two hours to a discus¬
sion of the general topic.

It was practically determined that
every bill thus far presented will be
considered with great care in turn.
This work will, of course, involve manyweeks of slow deliberation. Thus it
appears not unlikely that the commit¬
tee will not be prepared to report any
sort of bill until possibly the House has
disposed of the question.
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A11 About Pensions.
The "Age" Order.

The laws of June 27, 1896, and May
9 1900, provided for a pension, accord¬
ing to degree of disability, from $6 to
912 per month for any soldier of the
War of the Rebellion who served 90
days and was honorably discharged.
The new "AGE" Order simply says

that any claimant who has arrived at
the age of 62, or 65, or 68, or 70 is
presumed without further proof (and,
inferentially, without examination) to
bo suffering disability sufficient to war¬
rant $6 a month pension at age of 62;
$8 a month at age of 65; $10 a month
at age of 68, and $12 a month at age
of 70

To Those Who Have Never Ap¬
plied for Pension.

We urge upon these comrades that
it is their duty to apply. If many are
so well-to-do that they do not need it,
they can apply the money to help those
who do need it. Under the "AGE"
Order an application can be made that,
in most cases, does not involve exam¬
ination, which probably removes a fea¬
ture that was objectionable to many.
Write to R. W. Shoppell, or The Na¬
tional Tribune, Washington, D. C., and

a proper blank will be mailed you with¬
out cost.
To General Law Pensioners Dravrlse Leu

Than $12.
If under the law of June 27, 1890,.as

construed by the New "AGE" Order,
which is given elsewhere, a pensioner
will receive an increase, he should
write to R. W. Shoppell, or The Na¬
tional Tribune, Washington, D. C., and
a proper blank will be mailed him
without cost.
To Pensioners Under the Act of Jnne 27,

1800, Who Are Receiving Less Than
$12 Per Month.
Read very carefully the new "AGE"

Order given In another column. If it
allows you more pension than you are
now receiving, write to R. W. Shoppell,
or The National Tribune, Washington,
D. C., and a proper blank will be mailed
you without cost.
To Those Wishing to Allege More Dis¬

ability Than Ia Prescribed by the
«Age" Order.

Under the "Age" Order it is assumed,
if the contrary does not appear, and all
other legal requirements are properly
met, that a claimant Is half disabled
for manual labor at the age of 62; two-
thirds disabled at the age of 6a; five-

sixths at the age of 68, and wholly
disabled at the age of 70. If the claim¬
ant cannot show that he has greater
disability at these respective ages than
is recited above, it is of no use for him
to describe his ailments. It is a disad¬
vantage, in fact, because it will incur
the expense and delay of medical ex*
amination. If a claimant is in fair
health for his age, it is useless to applyfor more than is allowed by the "Age*Order.
Any one, however, who is sure thathe is more disabled than is allowed for

by the "AGE" Order should write t®
R. W. Shoppell, or The National Trib¬
une, Washington, D. C., and a properblank will be mailed him without cost.

Widows.
Upon the death of your soldier hus¬band, apply for pension promptly. ItIs one of the prorlsions he leaves for

your maintenance. In most cases the
pension will commence from date of
application. Something is lost by de¬
lay. Write to R. W. Shoppell. or The
National Tribune, Washington, D. C..
and a proper blank will be mailed you
.* irhoui oust.


