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ONE DOLLAR A YEAR.

JAPAN'S SEAMY SIDE.

A Land of General and Grinding Poverty—Families Support
Themselves on One-and-a-Quarter Acres of Ground—Morals

Unutterably Bad, and Conditio

n of Women Degrading—Hope-

less Heathens—A Real * Yeilow Peril.”

The Seamy Side.

There is no country in the world
about which there Is, at present, as
much false and misleading glamor as
about Japan, Her recent astonishing
victories over the great, lumbering
glant of Russia; the hosts of books
which have been written about the
“Land of the Chrysanthemum™ and the
“Land of the Rising Sun:” the very
popular comic opera of the Mikadog
the fine wares which have been
brought from that country, all have
combined to produce the Impres-
sion that Japan and Japanese peo-
ple are something finer and better
than the world has ever seen, Japan
would seem to b= a land of sunshine,
happiness, politeness, modest, flower-
like women, courteous, hrave men, con-
tentment, and &0 on. The country and
{ts people have been exaggerated out of
all reason, No country in the world
to-day has as much unreality and gla-
mor thrown about it as Japan. It has
taken the place formerly occupied by
Italy and Spain. The time has been
when writers and painters could not
say enough about Ttaly; about its hand-
some, courteons people, its wonderfully
beautiful women, its music, lowers and
art. We were never allowed to know
that the great mass of the people of
Italy were povertv-stricken to the last
degree, ignorant and superstitious and
fur behind the world in all that we es-
teem necessary to make life worth liv-
ing. Now Iigly and Spain have both
fallen, in our estimation, until we know
that they are the abodes of poverty,
squalor and degrading ignorance, It is
the same way with Japan, While there
is an undoubtedly brilliant upper clasg
in Japan, which has been doing some
very astonishing things, yet it must bs
remembered that nowhere In the
world are class distinctions more sharp-
Iy made than in Japan, and that the
small npper class is farther removed
from the great mass of the people than
we in this country are from the negros
We only see the wvery best that Japan
with her 48,000,000 of peaple can pro-|
duce, and have little knowledge of the|
great hideons mass of superstition, Ig-
narance, want and poverty upon which
this glittering, gilded upper class floate

In 1905 the census showed 47,812,138
people In Japan., The population has|
besn Increasing steadlly at the rate of
about 1.30 per annum, or something
like half the jnerease of the population |
in the United States. Of thess 48
200,600, possibly 2.000,000 are in the|
Ypper class. The remainder are peas-
ants, or coolies, with far less to live,
upon thun the plantation hands in the
Bouth. The Japanese recognige this
great distinction, and ecall the mass of
their countrymen “the flat people’”

The Japunese Fendul System,

We must keep in mind that up until
1§70, only I7T years ago, the Japanece
wereé in the same condition tha: Eu-
rope wax L00 vears ago. That s, they
had & compicte and iron-clad feuadal
gvstem, more  clgid by far than any
known in FEuorope in the Middle Ages
The grent mass of the people were as
far down in the socksl geale ar the old
“villelng” of the feudal period. who
were literally “chained to the soll,” as
the serfs in Russia have been. The
wverage amount of ground ailowed to
ench man and head of the family was,
and still i about one and gquarter
acres. Tpon this he had to raise suffi-
cfent 1o support his family, after de-
ducting a kigh rent in rice to be paid
hi= feudsl lord. So severe are the cofn-
ditions in Japan that few of the tillers
of the land are able to afford their
families even rice, They can only have
& limited amount of millet, a srain ri-
sembling corn, gnd similar coarse vege-
tables which can be palsed in the great-
et plenty on =0 small a2 farm, Meat
they have non and their religion pre-
them e g it i they had it
It requires the hardest, the most grind-
ing toil and the severest privations to
produce enough to furnish actual food
10 the family and pay the taxes, to say
nothing of securing shelter. The lords
of the soll, the owners of all the land
and who unswered to the Dukes, Mar-
quises, Lords and Barons of the old
feudal times, were the damiaos. These
were rulers of little principalities, say,
ehbout the #ize of Counties, and had the
most absolute power of life and death
over those beneath them, Between
them and the common people were the
Somural, corresponding to the knights
and men-gt-arms of European feudal-
ism. All honor, education, offices and
other emoluments of life were confined

L]
Velils

than we might expect from even such
retarded people as the Russians, Hun-
garians and Slavs, With all the showy
progress that has been made the condi-
tion of the common pecple remains very
much what [t was hctori:‘_ the revoiu-
tion, e

The Heligton of Jam-\
We heat much of the religion W Ja-

it is no wonder that debasc
standards should be reflected in th
moral life of the peasant. It is th:
effect of monotonous toll and scant:
remuneratlon.

Knox states that the morality of th
peasant class = of a very low standard
The rate of Infanticlde is very high. an
many of the infant daughters are sob
into lives of infamy. Women are mad:
A drudge of the flelds, llke horses ane
mules In Amerlca, and the men hav
none of that respect for them that Oc
cldental etvilization demands. The me
themselves, out of the poverty of theh
lives, have no time to cultivate high
ideals for themselves. But It is prok-
ably this very lack of high ideals ani
ambitions that makes the submissivi
peasant content in his poverty and toll
and keeps him happy In his ignorance.

But it is the position of women in the
civilization of Japan that brings th.
sharpest clash with Oeccidental ideals
According to Knox and a host of other
writers, the two great evils of Japan

ence,

pan, aidl have a gr 1 of misin-
fnrmﬁyu_n as to ahe\iRauty off Bud-
dhism (_‘orﬁn‘hm‘&m
These] are the” three so-c
country, Nnne#ﬂ
Eign lﬂl- is merely
repifs of no binding
character, being simply recommenda-
tions thar the following of certain rules |
will bring good fortune. Buoddhism Is
still a lower order, where the priesi-
hood appeals to the people to give|
money, rice, ete., and get merits. That |
Is, the givers will be lucky In propor-|
tion to their merits in giving to the |
priests and the support of the temples, |

e
—

Shintols:.. ig a £till lower form of re-
ligion which believes in charms, magic
and incantations to avert ¢vil, The up-
per classes profess to belleve In Con-
fuclanism, the middle classe= {n Hud-
dhigin and the peasanis in Shintoism.
In fict, every Japanese belleves morc
or less in all three, and s=elects from
them whatever feiature =uits his purpose
and jdeas, The priests are cunning,
sensual, ease-loving raszcales, who are
cirlving to get the most out of the poor
people, who have no respect for them,
and only give because they believe that
they will have bad luck if they do not.
The only good feature of these religions
is the worship of ancestry and rever-
ence and service which (s pald to one’s
parents. This comes the nearest to the
virtues of Christianity of anything in
fheir so-called religlons, They are now
tolerant  of Christlanity, not beecause
they believe or can be mude to believe
in Christianity, but because of their
selfishness and thelr fears, They think
that there possibly may be something
In Christlanity, and it i= well not to run
any risks by unnecessury opposition lo
the Christian’s God.

The peasant's life of daily drudgery
and its degrading effects gre vividly de-
scribed by W. W, Knox in his “Im-
perial Japan.” The average eize of n
jeasant’s furm is one and a fourth
acres, und four-tenths of the product
of this pocket-handkerchief ranch must
be paid In rent, which menns that the
peasant’s family must be supported on
six-tenths of the product of &n acre
and a fourth, Knox sayvs that the aver-

and Shintoism, |girE {s viewed as the property of her
alledl religions!father, and with her he can do as he
%. in fact, | pldhses,

it

A BUDTHIST PRIEST-—THE INVETERATE FOE OF CHRISTIANITY.

are commercial dishonesty and the de
graded position of Japanese women. A

When she marries, which is
scdreely or never for love as under-
stood in America, the property right
passes to the husband., Until recently.
at least, she had no property rights in
herself, and could be killed for permit-
ting the attentions of other men with-
outl her hushand's consent. Marriage.
however, puts noe bar upon the hus-
band’s pleasures, and If he adds a con-
cubine to his family, the wife must look
pleased and be politely submissive. The

wife becomes little better than a ser-
vant, and Is always under the tender
mercies of her mother-in-law.

Trial Marriages Allowed.

The only act required to make a mar- |
ringe legal is the withdrawal of ths |
bride’s name from the list of her fath-|
ers family and its registry among those
of her husband’s family. But the mar-|
riige relation I8 by no means of g ne-|
cessity permanent. The husband’s right |
of divoree |s only slightly limited, and
it is not unusual for a man to send two |
or three wives hack to their fathersi
before he finds the woman who suits
him. And the wife is also permitted n|
similar freedom in trial matrimony, but
in all cases the children remain in the !
husband’'s family,

The American iden of chastity is un-|
known, particularly among the Iowc-rl
classes. The ideal of obedience and
submiseion takes its place. Instead of |
being considered a disgrace, as among |
Western Nations, the girl or wife who |
sells hersalf 1o relieve the financial or|
other difficulties of father, brother or
husband fs consldersd a  horolne, a
theme which is idealized in several Jap-
anese dramas,

The Japunene In Hawnll

The Japanese idea Is seen working
out in its fullest in Hawail, There there
is none of the glamor and misconcep-
tion which blind travelers who visit |
the cities of Jupan. It I from this
object lesson that the Californians el
thelr intense dread of a1 Japaucse jnva-|
slon. Tho the immigrution into Ha-!

exclusively te this elass. They were
the fighting men of Japan and taught|
from their very infancy to “regard lifa |
as dirt” compared withi honor. Every
one of them was taught that he must
leave his house every morning with tha|
‘expectation of pever returning to it
They are the poetie, romantic class in|
Japan, about whom all the stories and
all the higher interest in the country
has centered. They were certainly a|
pleturesque Jot of rascals, and thejr!
badge of aristocracy were the double|
wwords, which were called the Samu-
ral's soul, Sword-making in Japan was
carried to the highest pitoh: the sword- |
makers had the greatest honors that
could be conferred upon any of the flat
people, and thelr weapons were of the
highest temper and kecnness, The Ba-
muraj] were eaducated to the highest
loyalty to their own particular chief
They must instantly fight to the death
for any fancled wrong to him. They
elaughtered the Samural, who were
#adherents of the other Lords, without
scruple, and, of course, killed off tho
fiat people for the merest whims  Tha
effect of this aristocracy upon the com-
mon people was oppressive to the last
extent. No one was supposed to have
any honor or any fdeas of right and
wrong except the Samural, The mer-
chant wus regarded as a scoundrel and
a swindler and among the lowest of the
castes, -

The feudal system was broken up byl

the revolution of 1870 and what s
claimed to be a representative Govarn-
ment organized. This, however, like
many of the so-cdlled representative
Governmenis of Europe, I8 & mere
name, The representation really only
goes as far s the privileged classes,
While the Bamural were abolished and
apparently all of their old rights ana
privileges taken away from them, the
Government passed completely into
r bands., They are the officials, the
cfficers of the army, professors, teach-
ere and even policemen, It would be
irapossible for any people to rise very
fgh In the 37 years since the revolu-
- tjon, and the Jjapanese, being Asiatic,
J*\-'e mgde far less progress in reality

).

)

|
|

THE “SILENT BUDDHA"—THE
REAL ANTI-CHRIST.

&ge Income from & farm of this siz
as the resylt of a ! 4 1r's work Is about
1820, out of which rust be pald all of
the expenses, The arduous toll, the de-
basing drudgery in which practically
the entire family must partake in order
to make both e¢nds meet, gives a gross
income of less than $2 5 month,

Canpet Afford Hice,

So abjeot is the poverty of the pels.
ant that he cannot even eat the rice
which is his pJincipal crop, He s
forced to sell !t and buy cheaper food,
such as rye and millet. Only on the
occasion of high festivals can he and
his family indulge in the luxury of rics,
which, to the Anglo-Saxon laborer, s
synonymous with poverty. The houses
of the peasant, his clothing, furniture,
etc, are of necessity of the same low
standard, end with such an enviren-
ment, under such conditions of exist-

]

wali began only a few years ago, § =
restimated that there are now about live |
| times a8 many Japs in the islands as|
there are whites. The men take roadily |
i thin veneer of Americanism, but st
hgart they are as stubbornly Japanese |
‘as ever, and this is particularly ahuwu:I
with regurd to their religion.

When they first came to Hawpil the
island was dotted with little churches |
built by the missionaries from New |
England, who had done a great work
in Christianizing the natives. About 10 |
yoars ago & Buddhist priest arrived in|
Hawail, and now Ruddhist temples are|
s¢attered all over the island, and there!
I* pretty sure to be¢ ane nlongside of
the missionury meeting house and far
more largely attended than the Chris-
tian church, The Japanese are Intense-
Iy clanmish, amd while their children
may go to the American schools to get
a smutiering of English their real edu-
cation Is in Japanese, They are leagued
Ftogether against the Americans, and it
|in practically impossible (o find out a
| murderer or criminal if he happens to
be a4 Japanese and his vietim has been
a white man, The pollce run up against
I.““ absolute stone wall of Ignorance and
| immaovable obstinacy. Maore than half
of the saloons in Hawali are run by
| Jupanee, and they are rapidly driving
vut the retail dealers in all branches of
| merchandise,  While they make Eood
laborers on the sugar plantations, they
|iire untrusiwortpy, disregard their con-
| tracts, cannor be believed in any state-
| ment they may make, and it js all the
| time felt that they are at heart inimical
| to their employers, The Chinese ars
regarded as far more faithful and trust.
| worthy. Many of them have accumu-
lated property, and some are quite suc-
cessful merchiants,

A Yellow Feril, Indeed.

The Callfornians and others of the
Facific Coast have the gravest reasons
to fear a flood of undesirable {mmi-
grunis from Jupan. Men who have
managed to support a family on $20
8 year must necessarlly loock upon =
land where they can get 31.60 a day as
& veritable Ophir, where gold can be
had aimost for the gathering up. As
the population of Jepan la now 48,000.-
000, 1t wiil be seen that the number of
coolles that would flock hither if there

| conditionally and had a wrathful inter-

l the
| wanted 1o get out in an honorable way.

Were no restrictions would be practical-
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v limitless, These men must neces-
arily be as widely separated from ou
deas as are the poles from one anoth-
They are heathens and will always
emain so in splte of any amount of
“hiristian teaching., Thelr 3deals ar
liametrically opposed to ours, and can
naver be made otherwise. There It
trdly a virtue which wo esteem that
*hey hold in high regard: They are
ioturiousiy unfaithful to thelr promises
nd even written contracts, they are dis.
‘iotiest when the slightest advantage can
e gsecured by dishonesly, and they look
with amazement upon the American
dea of the equality of women and of
female virtue, However superficially
refined and polite the educated class,
the specimens of whom we see in this
ountry, may be, the coolles, who con-
stitule 23 out of every 24 Japanese, nre
in the lowest slums in almost all that
Americans regard as morality and de-
CENcy.

THE ISTHMIAN CANAL.

Another Surprising Whirl of the Cards.
Chief Engineer Stevens Out, and Army
Engineers in Charge.

There has been another overturning
In canal management. It came almost
like o bolt out of the blue., The most
alert  newspaper correspondents In
Washinglon were “scooped” by the
President, And the overturning had
actualiy been decided upon for 10 days
before it “leaked out” from the White
House offices, The “leak,” by the way.
was not a leak, but a formal announce-
ment that Chief Engineer John F. Stev.
ens had resigned, that his resignation
had been accepted, and the President
had determined to turn the building of
the Panama Canal over (o Army engi-
neers, with Lient.-Col, George W, Goe-
thals In command, having Majs. David
DuBl, Gaillard and Willlam L, Sibert as
his assi=lants,

Tongues have been wagging ever
since. It turns out that Chief Englneer
Stevens had simply grown a little
“chesty." He iz doing excellent work.
making the dirt fly very satisfactorily!
to the President, He has a good admin-
Istrative force on the Isthmus: he lke-
wise has a good excavating force, and
all in all thingz are zeiting on nicely.
But the Chief thought he held all the
cardd,  He never dreamed  that the
President could get along without him.
Mr., Stevens reasoned that he could be
as dictatorial as he plenaped, and the
President would have to accede. There-
in he erred.

Stevean Too “Chesty.™

An Impertinent letter, based on jeal-|
ousy of contractors, Jed o his tluwul‘nll.|
Thera has been much k. around
Washington about belng 14+ man “who
built the canall The b contractors |
who came down to Wasicngron to Wid)|
on the titanle profecy fillee the news-|
papers with comment aboct thelr pa-|
trintic motives, They warl§ il to “help|
poor Uncle Sam oul.” dcourse, the!
money for doing the w s would bha|
tome  consideration, 1-:""- Gavern- |
ment was getting In & 141 snarl, and|
they were willing to conr=farward and|
help out with their prectieal experi-
ence.  They would be as proud to have)
thelr names go down the ages as hav-|
ing built the canal a3 to be President
of the United States, |

The engineers and Chaibrmen of Com-
missions who have heén appointed by |
President Rooseveit seomn to have been
imbued with a like jdea, Al along tha
line one has heard it.  Virst, Admiral
Walker was golng to be the mastey
cunnl bullder of all apges. Hut he falled
even 1o grasp the outline of the mam-
moth enterprise, was mores Interested in
having salaries adjusted than in getting |
iround to the big questions, and finally |
had to glve way, Theodore Shonts, u
crony of ex-SBccretary of the Navy Paul
sorton, w~as  brought forward. Hel
would do bl things. Morton had rec-|
ommended him as a wonder., The Pres- |
ident could make no mistuke In naming|
him, A humorous recommendation fos |
Shonts was that his first name is
“Theodore.” And Shonils was golng to
write his name large across the Isthmus
of Panama. He swelled sround Wash-
ington, would mot go to the Isthmus,
unless he was driven there and then
would not stay thern,

Shonts had not been holding down
his job long before the publle began to
tire of the idea that any Chalrman of
the Commission would dig. Tt began to
trickle thruo the popular mind that the
Chief Engineer was the man whose
name would be written large as canal
builder. There had been hopes of Wal-
Ince, John F. Wallace, who was the
first Chief Engincer and wlio made a
good impression, But he became Wenry
of residenca on the Isthmus, plodding
a#long with the worlk while a Chairman
of the Commission lolled around Wash-
Ington, attended pink tens and sat at
swell dinners. How Wallice resigned

view with Secretary Taft in New York
is ancient history. Wallace wiitad to
brand the canal maveriek wiihy his ini-
tials, but he did not like 8Shonts, dld not
Itke the red tape, did not ke the wu.
Administration wass doing. He

but Secrelary Taft Insisted on Kicking
him out,

Chief Engineer Stevens, succeeding
him, became enamored of the same am-
bhition to be the caral buallder. The
President sald & few ddys ago that Wal.
lace lefi nothing of much #alue behind
him as a monument to his efforts on
the: Isthmus, Stevens lahored befier,
He dld secure the good w1l of the peo-
ple up in the States whe are footing th.
bille.  Shonts to the popuinr mind was
not munch of a man, but Frevens went
to work on the Isthmus'a wis giving
some return for the money expended,
The prospects seemed bright. At las:
Shonts, after having doné the social
stunt prominently and, ®  judicious
minded people, disgustingiy, was Hfted
out of his place. Mr. Pinl Morton had
again found him a nice berth, He could
g0 over to New York to heid the Inter-
borough Rallway Compang.

The President wns glad to have
Shonts out of the wey, He was willing
to appoint Mr, Stevens us Chalrman of
the Commission. It wes promptly ar-
ranged that Mr, Stévens shonld be “the
whole cheese on the Isthmus, No
more gilded functionaries to stay  in
Washington and lord it around, while
the real workers occupled subordinute
positions along the big diteh. The ox-
cavition reports were glowing, Mr
Stevens was the right man in the right
place,

Hix Eye Too Muoch Ou Washingtou.

But It seems that Mr. Stevens, whilc
he was doing good work, began (o keop
his eye 100 much on: Washington and 1o
attach too much importance to the brag
talk around the Rotel corridors.  He
disliked Mr. Shonts heartily, probably
with reason, and Mr, tthouls dislike:
him. Along last November the Canul
Comirission began (o draw plans for
awarding the work to private contruc-

| of

tars, Mr, Btevens had recommended It
e was consunlted In drawing the speci
fications—a bulky document on which
mahy days of valuable legal and pro-
fessional time was spent. The contrac.
tors by long and laborlous processe:
hrought themselves to the polnt of  bid.
ling, and at last the bids were opened.
W, 7, Oliver, of Knoxville, Tenn., was
the lowest at 6,75 per cent on the esti-
mated cost of the work, To an outsider
it looked like a “cinch”™ for Mr. Oliver.
Ha thought he had responaible people
agsociated with him. He thought he
had the money and the facllities at com-
mand to do the work, 1t wounld require
n small volume to detail all that was
done In Investigating and consulting at
the White House, at the War Deguart-
ment and elsewhere over Mr., Oliver's
hid.

But the impression grew that Mr
Oliver would get the bid, even after his
assoclate, Mr. Anson M, Bangs, was re-
jected, and Mr, Oliver was glven 10
days o which to gather new nssochites,
Bul Mr. Oliver had been growing a lit-
tie “chesty.” The canal germ seemed
to be working in his gray matter. “Oli-
ver” wias to be embalmed in the pages
of history,

Altho he was many thousand miles
away Mr., Stevens was not in ignorance
of what wns going on in Washingtion,
Mrs. Stevens, a Yankee woman, sinart
as # steel trap, was here, and she had
witys of finding out things. Mr. Stevens
also hid other friends here, alert to his
interests,. By cable and by letter all
the information was convesed to him.
He knew that Oliver was bragging. Andd
I Oliver's boasts came true what would
the country remember about Stevens?

Apparently there was never much
prospéct that Oliver would get the con-
tract. Old and =ubstantinl men in the
contracting business psserted from the
start that his qualifications were not as
gooid a3 the public had been led to bhed
lleve, He had done much coniract
work, chiefly plain railway building and
under 4 sort of protectorate from the
Southern Rallway. He had had none
of the severe tesis which the construc-
tors of great Northern projects have.
Neither the President nor Secretary
Taft were aware of this at first. and
they probably gave Mr. Oliver more
enconragement from the very begin-
ning than he ought to have been given,

At ane time they thought he was going
to qualify for the nndertaking, but the
more they Investigated the more they
saw that the original statements of the
olider contractors were true.

|
Oliver's Too Faclle Moath. |

In the meantime, however, Oliver had | Department digs a canal along the Ohla | session,
done a Jittle bragging, his friends in the | River, or dredges New York Harbor, or| very lkely they will criticize.

South had done more, and it had all
reached Chief Engineer Stevens, Ha
forthwith eabled the Jday after the
President decided to glve Oliver 10 davs
in which to gather about him some new |
cssociates that he could not work with
(Miver. It would be impossible for him
to continue as Chief Engineer if Oliver|
were awarded the contruct, The Presi-|
dent might have overlooked that, for it
was becoming apparent to him that|
Dlver c¢ould not win, hut Mr. Stevens
followed his cablegram with an imper-
tinent letter. He relteraled his deter-
miuntion pot to work with Oliver, oritl- |
cized the President’s policy, sald he was
ton hastile to the rallroads with which
Stevens had been associated much of
his workimg life, that he was tired of
residence on the Isthmus any way and
was wlilineg to be relieved.

President Roorevelt simply ealled the
hluff, He rang for Secretary Loeh and
dictated a reply, accepting Mr. Stevens's
resignation. This was not done antil
after he had reresd the leiter thres
times, and taken in fully the meaning
af the Chief Engineer's remarkable
statements,

And so L turned ont that Mr. Stevens,
“aon to enter, as it had seemed, upon
the full fruition of his ambition te be
the chief man on the canal—Chairman
the Commission, Chief Engineer,
complete master of the job—was as
much surprised as any one on the
Ameriean continent. He thought the
hiuff would work, that the President|
would never consent to his resignation, |
and that he would be more than ever a
dictator in the construction of the
diteh, |

Mr. Stevens will not quit immediate- !
Iv. The President ia carrving out his
ariginal intention of making Mr. Stev-|
ens Chalrman of the Commission, and,
he will remain in that cipacity tempo-|
rurily, while Army engineers hasten to
the Isthmus under directions to famil- |
iarize themselves with the work as rap-!
idly ax possible, General expressions
of regret at Mr. Stevens's action are.
heard. FEmployes on the canal have pe-
titioned him not to leave them. om-|
mercial bodies have relterated their
confidence in him, His assoclates, the
civil engineers of the country. sre dis.
gusted with his course, They hard great
professions] pride in him; in fact, de-
pended upan him to vindicate the repu-|
tatinn of the profession by showing that .
a civil engincer could huild the canal,
amd to show thatl it was unnecessary to
call in the Army. There s much jenl-|
ousy of Army engineers, Tt is stated
here that the Engineers” Clab in New
York will send Mr. Stevens to coventry, |
and that he will never more be wel-|
come in that organfzation, i

The Ariny In Jublinnt, [

The Army, of course, js jubilant. Tts|
engineers, likewise proud of their pro-
fession and entertalning no very hich
apinion of civilinn engineers as com-
parcd with themselves, are now girding
their loins, They are very confident
that militiry methods will he suceess-
ful, The englneers whom the President
kends to the Isthmus will go there as o
mutter of duty. It i= in line with their,
Army ideas to go where they are told)
go, and to stav there tll relleved,

big problems of the canal construe- |

have now heen met in lavge part.|
it unght to be falrly smonth sajiing lfor
the Army men from now on,  They|
have some very competent t‘leilu‘ﬂr_:_‘
and now thut the work is placed in|
their hands it is not fikely to be tnken
from them, Tt almost cevialnly will not!
s while Theodore Roov<aevelt ig """‘"5'5
dent, And if the Army englneers suc-
ceed they and thelr suceessors will have
a feather for every engineer’'s cap for
the next 200 years. “We built the!
canul” will be enough (o stlence criti-|
clzm long after the names of Walker, |
Stevens, Wallace and Shonts have pass. |
o jnto oblivion, It I= HMtle wonder|
that the Army engineers are duly
mindful of the great opportunities the
President has given them.

Licut-t"0l, Goefhais has started for
the Isthmus, and jn a few days will be
“on the job." Hlis assistants will follow
him The President s determined to
bulld up an organization of competent
Army engineers there just as rapidly ns
possible, He is golng to draw [rom
amotiE the best men of the (50-0a64d oif-
cers of the Engincer (Cforps. “"The aweli |
head,” or weariness of vesidence on the |
Isithimus, or disgust with transactions jn |
Washington will no longer annoy
President In directing the enterprise,
If Licut.-Col. Goethals falls sick, or
cannol endure the climate, or nedcils a
few months of prest, the engineer next
I command wili take his plice, just as
happens when a General = Killed or!
wounded in battle. The President 1-}
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Uncle Sam’s Good-by to Congress.

galng 1o have competent subordinates
on the ground, tralned in the work and
familiar with its detalls, The plan will
be the same as that by which the War

buiids an enormous breakwater on Luka
Erie,
Unensiness
paid In
eliminated.
thought they

over the larger salaries
priviete employment will be
Wallace wnd Stevens
were not pald enough.
Shonts (hought hiz $30.000 a vear was
too small, altho he never earncd o
quarter of it The temptation of big
salarles will not tempt the Army engl-
neers as it Jdid elvil engineers. 1
have an pssured saliry for life, condi-
tioned only on goad behavior, and can
retire on three fourthe pay at §2 years
of uge. But the President is goeing 1o
poy the Army énginéces on the Tsthimos
good pay. He has pmplé duthoriy (o
ix the salnries, Congresas having given
him @& free hand fn that particular.
Chief Engineer CCocthals will have $15,-
600 » vear, which is about threes times
his pay a8 a Livutenant-Colonel in the
Army. His Army snbordinates will also
have licreased compens=ation,

No More Insobordinatios and Discoutent,

Avcordingly, the President has elinil-
nated the factors of nsabordination and
discontent. In a few weeks or a
months Mr. Stevens will leave the Isth-
mus, (‘ol. Goethals will become (Chair-
man of the Commisfion, Mnj. Gailiard
and Maj. Sibert wili become members
of the Commission, and the Army wiil
be In command all the way from Colon
tn Panama, C'ongress has given the
President a freer hand than ever in ap-
propriations, practleally told him to go
ahead and spend as much a3 he thinks
necessnry, without regard to the orlg-
innl esiimates,

But there is another phase, With
evervihing now in his hands the Presi-
There is a deep
undercurrent of dissatisfaction in Coan-
gress with what has been happening.
The critics say there have been too
many changes, It is freely predicied
that these changes will arouse popular
spuspicion: that people will begin to be-
lieve if the canal is ever bullt it will be
only in the course of 20 or 30 or even
50 years: that the cost will he many
the original estimates, and that
the task Iz one upon which the Govern-
ment shondd have entered with greater
and more thoro preparation.
He has no serious hindrances now In
the motter of personnel, and; the eritics
add, “it he docs pnot make the dirt fiy
in enormouns gunntities—in hundreds of
thousands of cuble yards
shall know just where to place the
biame. Theodore Roosevelt will-be the
responsible party.”

The President himself js confident.
He hax felt some discournzement be-
canse of the frequent changes and the
incapable hands into which the work
qs timex fallen, Whit he most
deprecite« is the popniar eriticism, Thiz
was voery culling to the civil mngincers—
to Wallace and to Stevens, It was odi-
oue to Shonts, Civil engineers, having
spent thelr time on private contracts,
are anused to the Government's meth-
ods of eareful scratiny and free eriti-
It i= a wholesome plan and alto-
gether indispensabile Foven unfalr ¢rit.
felzm, while not fustifinhle, nflen i= to
a good purposs, bicause it makes Gov-
ernment emploves and offfcinls eareful,
The Army englneers are used to it, and
will not mind us much a8 il the civil
enginesrs, Mr., Steveng often wne great-
Iy enraged at the oriticizm in Congross
about the eanul, althe few of these
criticizms were leveled at him.

The President feels that the
should bhe hailt with @ minimum
erfticizm. He has recently asked his
newspaper friends to combat this ten
dency ta erhticige Lthe canal ns much as
possible.  He feels that §t iz deing harm
rither than good, Probably some well-
intentioned  peapie wounld differ with
him on that, s rip ¢ Panama last
November was doesigned chiefly to check
the prevalent coriticlzms, He thought
that if he looked jnle evervthing
possibly could, pronounieoed
and came sway, telting the
people  s0, they 1

eanal

it all right,
W believe  him.
Hence the care with which he dissemi-
nated hig views on whal he saw, T was

really n gigantic reporiorinl iunﬂ!t-\'_!

They

{0

wesklye—wal

{ dertaking evervthing should he above
criticizm. Numerous Congressmen nre
| preparing to make faunts to the Isthe
mu= this Spring with the ¢'osing of the
They will see things. and [t Ia
N U=
men the

| papers will send tralned T
Isthmus during the Spring and Sume
meér—men triained by vears of expeorl-
ence in observing and judging. They
| will write their articles and the mile
| Hons of remaders will have chance to
'form conclusions,

} - There has been little debate this Win=
| ter about the eanal, but all this mareriak
{ Wil ba avajlable at the long session of
j Congress next Winter, The miuority
| party will be ready to eriticize, for thele
| axsertions.” if well cemblished, will be
Igood campalgn material,  Secpct Ty
i Taft, too, greates: of Cabinet trovel e
| i3 going to Panamn. He will pave some
{ wbservaiions. made on the spat, with
I which to uphold the progrum of the
| Administration. Inecidentally he je olso
‘going to Cuba and to the Phillpnines,
{#0 thet by the time of the next Cone
{gress he will be a repository of .--.-.-:h
linformation about all the insular pose
wessions,

Wil the Government Do the Work?

i Wiil the Government dig the caual?®
| That hds not been determined. The
weeks of work in securing hids from
private contractors has gone (o nuught,
for the President has rejected all the
bids. TFor the present the Government
will do the digging. Encouragiug ree
purts are made of the progress in talge
Ing out dirt, Maj. Goethals goes to the
Isthmus under imnstructions from t(he
Presjdent to make very careful Inquiries
yand td spend five or six months in
forming his recommendations ss to
whether bids shall again be Invited. Tn
his @wn mind the President is undetap-
mined., He recently said that the canal
would probably be dug by private cone
tract. It is thought unlikely that the
entire project will be let out to one
cantractor or association of contractors,
a3 was planned under the recent schema
of bidding. It is more likely that sace
tlons of the work will be let out to cone
tractors, and this will be much a= work
on rivers and harbors has been let out
The contractors will get an award fop
removing a certain amount of clay of
rock or other kind of earth, at so much
per cublie foot, or will agrée to build
concrete structures or to erect a Jdam
or a portion of a dam at so much.

The President hds thought ahoul em=
ploying the contracigrs in. a capacity
of supervisors, and that may be doné
eventually, The Govermment would
furnish the risterial and the men and
fook all the Lills for a given peortioun of
the project £nd pay the coniractor five
Per cent of the cost, for example, This
idea was commended to the President
as the resyit of his investigations into
the Oliver] bld and into the qualifica-
(tons of Mr. Oliver and his associaies
| It would Jd9 away with the neces<ity of
the contracior furnishing a large guars
antes. In A respansible bid it seems
that this maétter of guarantes is an m-
portant factgr of the cost. A successfal
bidder was ‘required to furnish a Lond
for $2,000,000, not to mention otuer
financial considerstions, which made
imperative an enormous interest charcge
that would go (o bankers,

There Is much in the air abont scane
dal in connecticn with the recent re-
jeetion of all bids. It s apparently ulle
faunded, Perhaps the Presjdent did not
Elve Mr. W_ J. Oliver the embodimeant
of a square deal. The latter spent closa
to £40,000 in perfecting an organization
which he was led to belleve the Presi-
dent would regard as responsible and
reliable and capable. The MacArthurs

of | Giliesple combination, which entered a
Ibisk-of 1212 per cent for the work, had

connections in Wall Street., Trust lnw-
yers were engpged—among them Paul
Cravath, an associnte of Secretary Root,
who took over his corporation work fop
Nvan and others when Mr. Root cama
back intp the Cabinet, Tt is charged

he |

American | remains that

that they worked for the undoing of

! Mr, Oliver, and nnduly influenced the

President ugainst him. Probably there
Iz some foondation for that, but it xtill
Mr. Oliver and his 2230
clales were apparently unable to make
good to ihe extent the President was
warranted In rveguiring of them A
Tailure on  (helr part te execuly the

only the President went with facilities| work woold bave bheen denounced by

to report such as No reporier or
spondent ever haed, He  salled
ship of war, #ent stenographe
sistame and photographers on alicad o
gather moterial, angd all that e gmah-
ered embodied in that §il rated
messee to Congross which Is st wtlk-!
ed of in (he cagier groceries, |
Sinee  the *rosident  published hile]
story— which is the nowspaper pern for
an artich there has been less oriticiam
of the conad than ever befors, [t re-
mains o be seen, however, how Jong
the i will remnin sitent, . H is m-!
possille that In such 4 tremendous un-!

wirs

the country, and the President would
have hid o bear the brunt of the critle
cizam,

Mr. Oliver's Little Story.

Mr, Oliver has heen making pictiar=
cEgque  talk He 1lkaned hims»!f the
olthor. duy to o sucker who =t
poker gaine and held four ncoes
pot, a large one, seemed to he his, o
he reached for the money as the Lot=
ting closed. One of the plavers halied
him, however, announcing that he hold

{Cantinued op page three.)




