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The Department of the Interior has
just issued a statement concerning the
Flathead Indian Reservation in Montana
which is of general interest just at this
time,

The statement from the Land Office| pigihead ...... o oot R 557
is as follows: Kootens&l ...coess cscvverve ?;3
: the act of April 23, 1804, it 15 pro-|Spokane ..... ev eseeeeas 5
vigz!d thataancnlar ﬂ?e survey of all of the I{pper Pend d'Oreille....... G:g
jands within the reservation and allot-|Kalispel ........ . reeaans 197
ments to the Indtans, the residue of the|Other tribes who have rights. 48 e
Jands shall be classified and appraised ‘ - ——2131
as, first, agricultural land of the first| Males above 18 vears of age...... 642
elass: second, agricultural land of the Females above 14 years of uge.. 675
second class: third, timber lands, to be|Children beween ages of six and
more vainable for thelr timber than for B6 SFORPE. oo ia sisiearsisiazesialiters 518

any other purpose; fourth, mineral
jands; and fifth, grazing lands. Mineral
lands are not to be appraised as to
value,

After classification and appraisement
the lands, with the exception of such as
may be classed ss timber lands, and
such as may be reserved for school and
other purposes, are to be digpozed o!
under the general provisions of the
homestead, mineral and town-site laws,
and will be opened to settlement and
entry by proclamation of the President,
w hich shall preseribe the time when and

'

the manner in which they shall be Set-|
tled upon, occupied and entered by per- |
gone ontitled to make entry thereof, and |
3 person will be permitied o seitle ]
v 0, pecupy or enter any of said lands |
&t as preseribed in the proclamation
of ihve President.

The act provides that the righiz of
ex-soldlers and sajlors under sections)
2304-2305, Revised Statutes, shall not
be abridged,

The price to be paid for the lands

ghall be the appraised value, homestend
entrymen to pay one-third of the ap-
raised value at the time of entry, and
he remainder in five equal annuoal pay-}
ments, and in addition the same fos
and commissions at the time of com-
mutation or final entry as are provided
by law when the price Is $1.25 pir acre,
&nd no further charge of any kind shall
b required. If any entryman fulls to
miake the pavments, or any them,
within the time stawed, all rights In and
to the land covered by his or her entry
ehall at once cease, and any payments
theretofore made shall be forfeited and
the entry canceled.
» lands enter
stead Jaws shal]l be

&

d under the home-
ubject 10 commuta-

tion under section 2301, KHevised Siat-
utes.
Lands classified as mineral are to bhe

disposed of under the mining laws only
but mineral locations and entries may |
be made upon any of the lands opened, |
if same are nilneral in characier, v -1
ont regard io the classificiation. it being)

provided, however, that no mineral jo-| to be apened to settlement and the In-
catlons shall be permitted on’anyv lands|dians allotted their lands in severalty,
| after the mauc-l:1

pizined to them

fits that would accrue to them present-
ed in falr terms this dissatisfaction has
almost totally disappeared.
the older chiefs and headmen feel that
the new state of affalrs would deprive
them of all semblance of authority.
Since the Indians have arrived at a

allotted to Indinns.

Timber land= are to be disposed of
under sealed bLids, or at public auction,
as the Secretary of the Interior may
determine, 1o the highest bidder for
cash,

The lands that will be thrown open to
settlement and entry will aggregale,
approximately, 1,000,000 acres,

As a considerable time must elapse
before allotments, classification and ap-
praisal can be completed, it is not pos-
sible st this time to state approximately
the dete when the reservation will he
opened, but timely notice of the open-
ing will'be given to the general public
thru the press,

The Flathead Indiean Reservation
made up of hills and hollows, some
pretty feir streams, a good deal of mesy
and some timber lands which the Gov-
ernment has reserved., but not wvery
much mineral land, it s sajd. It is‘
pretty fair agricultural land taken alto-!
gether. but none of it is above the aver- |
age, |

Flattening the Head. |

It should be stated that the Indians|
niow known as “Flatheads” do not flat-|
ten the heads at all and never did. This
custom obtained among other I'.miillvw:
of the Flathead tribes, such g% the Chi-
nooks, the Clickitats and the Clatsops.
The name is derived from the practise|
of tlatiening the skulls of their infum:-:[
by various mechanical contrivances. The
model of the deformity Is the same in
all tribes and much like that observed
in the ancient Peruvian cranla. The
forehead is deprest and Indented; the
upper aud middle part= of the face are
pushed back so that che orbits are di-!
rected a littde upward: the hesd is sol
elongated that in extreme cases the top'

is
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THE FLATHEAD
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No Allotments Made Yet—Not to Open for a Year—Some of the
Indian Characteristics.

_ . —

very dark and ill-shaped.

RESERVATION.

formed race, being small of stalure,

Number of the Indians.
The census of the Indians belonging
to this rescrvation show the total num-
ber to be 2,131, viz:

There have bzen po allatments made!

to the Indians on this reservation as yef,l and slaves were sacriized with those

the same now that it was before the
white man came to make trouble for
the Indians. Of course, in that very
early day It was not a '‘reservation” at
all, but the “Salishan” stock, of which
the Flathead Indians are the leading
family, held nearly all the southern half
of British Columbla with the opposite
coast of Vancouver Island, together
with nearly all of northern and western
Washington and northern Montana and
Idaho, besides one or two detached
tribes along the Oregon coast. They
were roughly classed in two groups as
the “fishing” family and the “root and
berry” eating trihes, Thelr primitive
characteristics were of a low order, but
they clung to that one spot, and while
many families and dialects are now
found, the real Flatheads or Sallshans

are found right around Flathead Lake|

on the reservation now being opened up
to settlement,

The Indinun and Thelr Characteristies.

The primitive Flatheads had almost
no form of Government, and the “clan™
svstem was unknown,
large communal dwellings made of 3plit
coedur slabs.  The deasd ve=re Iald aws)y
in canoes 01 npon pods in the voods,

There is perhaps peculiar fitness that
the great politleal battle for the Presi-
dency should open In Ohlo. For Ohio
f= the most political of States. And the
battie has opened Iin Ohio In earnest

It opened sooner than the wise men had
predicted and in & way none of them
dreamed. Taft and Foraker have
buckled on their armor. There is to be
a fight to the finish—unless the olive
branch should pass, which now seems
impossibie. The test of strength is to
be at a poprlar primary, and apparent-
1v 1= to come next November.

The houses Wweray|

A FLATHEAD FAMILY.

but the surverors have been at work all]
Spring and Summer, and have nearly|
completed thelr contracts, so that an|

allotting agent could in all probabllity]
make the allotmmis by this time next|
vear for al] the dians entitled thereto.
While at first thers appearcd to be some
di=satizfaction among the older Indians
when informoed that the reservation was

had been carefully ex-
n council and the bene-

A few of

p‘per understanding of the law there
has been great activity on the part of
those who had not heretofore taken up
land for agricultural purposes to secure
good tracts for their future homes.

Meservations from the Opeaing.

The general act permits the President
to reserve and except from sald lanus,
not to exceed 1,280 acres, for Catholic
mission schools, church and hospital
and such other eleemosynary Institu-
tions as may now be malntained by the
Catholic Church on said reservatlon,
which lands are hereby granted to those
religious organizations of the Catholic
Church now pgecupying the same, Known
as the Soclety of Jesus, the Sisters of
Charity of Providence and the Ursuline
Nuns, the smid lands to be granted In
the following amountg, namely: To the!
Soclety of Jesus, 640 acres; to the Sis- |

ters of Cherity of Providence, 320
acres, and to the Ursuline Nuns 320
acres, guch lands to be reserved and

granted for the uses Indicated only so
long as the same are maintained, used
and wcupled by sald organizations for
the purposes indicated, except that 40/
acres of the 640 hercinbefore mentioned
as granted to the Society of Jesus are
granted in fee simple to sald Soclety of
Jesus, Iis successors and ussigns, The
President shall further reserve and ex-
cept from sald lands for the use of the
University of Montana for hiclogleal
statlon purposes 160 acres, which land
is granted to the State of Montana for
the use of the University of Montana.

)

MONTANA, SHOWING

becomes nearly g horizontal plane; the
p;::i--t&ll:- are bent so as to form an acule
engle and instead of the occiput form)|
the postérior of the head: the breadth
of the skull and face s much Incrensed,;
and the two sides yre in most cnses un-
symmetrical. Among the Chinooks the
child is placed in a wooden cradle ana
& pad of grass |s bandaged gver the
forehead and eyes, so that it is impos-
gible for him to sece or move, end when
bandaged and suspended In the usual
way the head is lower than the feet, A
more cruel way js practised in other
tribes Ly binding a flat board obliqueiy
on the forehead. These processeés con-
tinued for severzl months produce the
deformity, which it s said entirely dis-
appears with age |f not continued, so
that adults present no trace of it., Nt
Is stauted that the internal capacity of
the skull {8 not injured or diminished
by this practise, and that ft docs not
affect the intellect. That this Is true all
truvelers agree, for they say that those
peopde who flatten the heads are all re-
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LOCATION OF RESERVATION.

The Governor of said State. with the

approval of the Secretary of the In-
terlor, I hereby authorized to locate
sald last-mentioned lands.

The Presldent Is also authorized to
reserve lands upon the same conditions
and for similar purposes for any other
missionary or religious socleties that
may make application therefor within
one year after the passage of thls act
in guch quantity as he may deem prop-
er. The Presldent may also reserve
such of sald lands as may be convenient
or necesaary for the occupation and
malintenance of any and &ll agency
buildings, substations, mills and other
Governmental institutions now In use on
sald reservation, or which may be used
or occupled by the Government of the
United States,

The President Is also hereby author-
ized to reserve not to exceed 5,000 acres
of timber landa for the use of sald In-
dians as & fuel supply, under such re-
strictions and regulations as may be
prescribed by the Becretary of the In-

markubly bright and tntelligent. The
Flnlfwadn. however, are not a well-

:

terfor.
The Filathead Indian Reservation s

who died by being bound in the vieinity
to starve to death, There wasg a ¢con-
stant and petty warvfare going on, the
primitive weapon: helpg clubs and bows
and arrows.

It is a strange fact that very few
baldheaded Indians are ever seen, and
the Flatheads have magnificent heads
of hair even when they have reached a
very great age. These Indiins take ex-
cellent cars of their hair as a general
1*ing.

Among the superstitions of nearly
every aboriginal tribe §s a firm Delief
that no brave can enter the happy hunt-
Ing ground if his halr ls gone. No one
ever saw a baldheaded Indian, for, as a
rule, the bucks are more careful ol
their scalp locks than they are of their
BQUAWS, pappooses or any other earthly
possessions. The hair is worn long in
a spirit of bravado—a sort of ~hallenge
to a foe to come and take It if he cnn—
and it Is usually bralded with strings of
buckskin or red flannel, nrd ornamented
with beads, shells and other tiinkets so
as o make It look particulariy Inviting.
A red man can never be dishonored in

SKULLS OF FLATHEAD .NiDJANS

life or In death, provided he does anot
ln=e his scalp lock, If dead and scalpedd
li¢ has no future In the next world; If
ilive and bereft of halr his prestize as
u chief or warrtor Is gone forever,

There was a curlous example of (his
latter unfortunate contingency living
high up among the Bilter Root Moun-
tains of Montana, about 80 mlles north-
west of Flathead Lake, He was Chlef
Blinking Bear, once a powerful and va-
liant leader of the Flatheads, but long
since deposed frorn rule. The story of
this poor old Indian, now nearly 75
years of age, |f indeed he is alive—I
have not heard of him in 15 years—
is pecullarly a sad one. The crown of
his head 1% almos: as bare as a polished
bone, and the remarkable candition of
his cranium has= been the cause of much
grave consideration among the pow-
wows and councils of his people.

Unfortuaste “Hlinking Bear.”

Many yearg ago the Flatheads and
their cous=ing, the Nez Perces, united
for a grand Fall hant of buffaloes, and
while skurrying around among the bl-
son killing calves, wounding bullz and
slaughtering cows, they were suddenly
pounced upon by an overwhelming force
of thelr old-time enemies. the Black-
feet Sioux, and a hioody fight was the
consequence, The Flatheads were rout=
ed, and among others left on the fleld
was Blinking Bear. who was= first shot
ful! of arrows and then mercilessly
scalped, That nlght while the survive
ors were gatheérea In n secure place
nursing their wounds and eating toast-
ed buffalo hump, who should suddenly
walk Into their mldst but old Blinking
Bear himself with half a score of Black-
fect arrows protruding from his anato-
my and the whole top of his head miss-
ing. His friends took to their heels in
absolute terror, but from behind trees
and other safe hiding places, thru the
gloom and darkness they moon recog-
nized their beloved ohief and hasten:a
back to his assistance. A “travols” was
hastily improvised, and upon the shoul-
ders of his faithful followers the
wounded chief was tenderly borne back
to the village. There his wounds were
dressed, and then the medicine men of
the tribe were called upon to devise
means for making his halr grow again.
They beat many tom-toms, industrious-
1y rattled gourds and chanted thelr best
incantations, but somehow their medi-
cine wouldn't work. The ultice ot
herbs ‘which had been applied healed
the wound nicely, but not a hajr weuld
grow, and poor old Blinking Bear re-
mained as bald as ever,” As a good crop
ior, and especially of & chist, the Fies:

or, and' ¥y e the Flat-
heads finally became }i-tldhd. and,
after several pow-wows and big talks

{Continued on page two.)

These surprising developments came
with suddenness, Secretary Taft was
| sailing complacently away to Panama.
| 8enator Foraker was grappling with the
| Brownsville [nvestigation, he being a
| member of the Senate Committee on
Military Affairs. There had been some
sharp work between the leaders of their
respective factions in Ohlo. It was
supposed that the goose honked high
for Secéretary Taft, The Presldent was
virtually, altho not in [act, out in the
open for him, but nevertheless pulling
as hard as he could to control the next
National Convention and to nominate
his Secretary of War as his successor,

A Hrilllant Foraker Move.

Then there came one of those bril-
liant Foraker moves, It startled friends
and opponents alike. Wednesday even-
ing the Senator sent around to the news-
papers a few sheets of typewriting. It
was a very informal statement. It made
no mention of Secretary Taft by name.
The meat of it was all In one paragraph,
which said: “In order that there may
be no doubt as to thelr preferences, I
shall at the proper time request the
Republican State Central Committee to
fssue a call for a Republican State Con-
vention, to be composed of delegates
elected by the Republivans of the BState
at duly authorized primary elections,
for the purpose not only of nominzting |
candidates for State offices, to he voted
for at our next State election, but also
to determine the preferences of Repub- |
lHeans of Ohio as to candidates for
United States Senator and President.”

Only those familiar with the compll-
cations of the Presidential situation a=
pertaining to the next cgmpaign and
famillar with the Ohio dituation can
fully apprecinte the sienifitance of this
very Important statement. Secretary
Taft, now acquiescing im the eforis to
make him President, 18 not strong on
the stump. H: would Bave been mose
likely 1o secure the majfority of Ohlo's
48 delegates by some otRer nigthod than
Senator Foraker proposes. Senator
Foraker, on the other Hand, i{s one ol
the strongest men in the countky on the
stump, He has won many a fight in
Ohlo against overwhelmine o lde, sim-
ply by his brilllant tory ond his
shrewd generalship. Wilth a4 dash ard
daring that can but cominard admira-
tion the SBenator has stalead everything
on the issue, for if he [»ies he knowa
that he will not be re-elicted 1.3 United
States Senator and” thme his poblic
career must end, d

The Senator was fairly >, riven to this
step. He would have he', willing to
compromise. There were excellent pros-
pects that he would step osifle and al-
low Secretary Taft to have thé indorse-
ment of Ohlo, provided hWe would not
be opposed within hizs ¢swn party for
the Senatorship. Frlends were arrang-
ing u peace pact between the two fac-
tlons. Elmer Dover, of Ohio, SBecretary
of the Republican Natioral Committes,
was here a little more than a weck ago
working to that end. Senator Winthrop
Murray Crane, of Massschusetts, who,
ke Senator Foraker, has been In Wash-
ington most of the time <ince Congress
adjourned, has also Beenm trying to
smooth out the differencce: between the
two men.

The Prealdent Wanted the Fight.

Presldent Roosevell, however, inter-
vened, and sald there should be no
peace. He ls insistent op erushing Sen-
ator Foraker, is determined that he
shall be driven from public life, de-
prived of his seat In the Benate and
utterly stripped of power, Much as the
President’s friends ke to talk about
his brooking criticlsm, it is none the
less a fact Lthat he Ia very intolerant of
men who oppose hig plans and his poli-
cles, He will fight any snch men to the
bitter end and will fight for thelr ex-
tinction. He wishes to punish Senator
Foraker for 4
the rate blll and for oppuding his action
in discharging the entire battalion of
the 35th Inf., which wa+ concerned in
the affray at Brownsville,

With the announcement from Senator
Foraker both sides began to prepare for
the struggle, and the preparations have
been going on quite as much In Wash-
ington as in Ohlo, Becretary Taft s
absent and therefore can give no per-
sonal attentlon t& the matter. His
friends have rushed to his support. The
Administration has passeil put the word.
Every Roosevelt urgan has begun to
pound Senator Foraker. The Taft or-
ganization In Ohlo was in working order
before the astounding declaration of
Senator Foraker sppeared. Since then
it has been working as never before io
hold every possible advautage. Senator
Dick and Benator Foraker, who control
the Ohlo machine, have begn conferring
here, Mr. Foraker wil! go to Ohio as
soon 23 he can he spured from the
Brownsville Investigation, It s pre-
sumed that he will beg:a stumping the
§8 Countes of the State at an early day,
for he has promised to go Into every
County. The understanding is that the
request for a primary will, bp made to
the State Central Committed within a
few weeks, And that the nrilary will be
held at the same time ax the Fall muni-
cipal elections, altho sep ely.

Just what Secretary Taft will do Is
not known. He has planiied 8 long tour
to the Philippines this & r. Some
think he will have to cancel that trip
and devote himself to the preliminary
campalgn. He had planned & speech
or two in Ohlo this Summer 8t his lels-
ure, perhaps as he was ghing back and
forth between Washington and the
Orfent. It was Intended that he should
volge some of the President’s oplnlons
and policles. It Is belleved here that
Secretary Taft will refuse to make an
extensive stumping tour of Ohio or to
meet Benator raker ix joint debate.
If he goes to the Orient, a8 he original-
ly intended, he lault ba Absent during
the heat of the Ohlo campalgn. That
might be a dangerous sxpedient. If he
does not care enough about the out-
coms to stay and look after matters the
voters might not care to support him at
the polls. On the other Hamd, it has
been muggesied that the Becretary can
well go on his missioa undisturbed
announcing that It is on' business the
President wanted him to look after, and
that he is willing to leave hia fate in
the hands of the Republicans of Ohic.

What Will Be the Onteome?

OHIO AS A BATTLEGROUND.

The Trumpets Sounded for a Fight to a Finish Between Senator
Foraker and the Administration,

ing with him on|

reports from Ohlo Indicate that the
State |s with President Roosevelt, and
presumably will be with Secretary ‘l‘a‘rt.
his choice for the nomination. If the
primary were to be on the gquestion of
the Senatorship there is little doubt
that Senator Foraker would win as
agalnst Representative Theodore A.
Burton, of Cleveland, who Is grooming
for Foraker's seat. But Senators Fora-
ker and Dick, controlling the State Com-
mittee, have the say as to how the
primary shall be conducted, and that is
n tremendous advantage. They propose
the election of delegates who shall name
the candldates for Governor and State
offices as well as the four delegates at
large to the National Convention, and
who shall anlso designate the name of a
man for Senator. That complicates the
situation greatly, and s far different
than it would be If the primary were (o
be simply for Taft or Foraker as a
Presldential cholce. The voters must
apparently make one decision to cover
the Senatorship, the Presidency and
State offices, It Is a matier of the con-
trol of the State Convention. It Is un-
likely that all of the 46 delegates in the
State will be for any one candidate. The
State (‘onvention elects only the four
at large. Each of the 21 Congressional
Districts elects two delegates, but the
candidate who has the four delegates at
large will very probably have a ma-
jority of the 48. Republican National
Conventions, however, do not enforce
the unit rule.

Of course, nelther side s going to
vield any possible advantage, The Pres-
ident may train his heavy guns upon
Senator Foraker, but Senator Foraler
will train heavy guns upon Becretuary
Taft. He will attack the Secretary's
record in granting injunctions agalnst
labor organizations, while he was a
United States Circult Judge., He will
arraign the Secretary for siding with
the President on the Brownsville issue
and agalnst the negros, as there |8 a
iarge voting population of negros In
Ohio. He will pummel the Secretary
for advocating the Philippine tariff, as
Ohio 18 a high tariff State and not In
sympathy with any program for tariff
reduction, The Senator will also want
to know whether the Secretary i a
stalking horee for President Roosevelt
or wheiher he wants the nomlination
for himself. Notwithstanding assur-
ances, =ufficient for most observers In
Washington, that he will not be a can-
didate agaln or accept another nomina-
tion, there are lots of people in the
country who think the President would
take . another nomination if It were
thrust upon him in such a manner that
he could make excuses for accepting it.
Then the Benator will want to know
why Secretlary Taft went into Ohlo two
years ago and made his Akron speech,
which, it is generally conceded, resulted
in the defeat of Gov. Herrick for re-
election. These and a score of other
matters pertaining to Secretary Taft's
record  will be discussed in the Ohlo
campalgn now approaching.

Both Sides Girding Up Their Leins.

And while President Roosevelt ia de-
termined to put Senator Foraker out of
public life, Benator Foraker and his

SECRETARY WILLIAM H. TAFT.

lfeutenants are determined to so cripple
Secretary Taft, even If they cannot beat
him, that he will have a hard road as
a Presldential candidate thereafter. If,
for example, the negros and the laborers
do not support the Secretary In the
Ohlo eampalgn the National leaders will
be slow about nominating him next
Summer at the great convention. . For-
thermore, as is always the case in huird
fought primaries, the aspirants will say
many things sabout one another that
makes good campaign material for the
Democrats,

The other candidates welcome the
Ohlo strife. Naturally they will side

1
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The Battle in Ohio.

brought Hanna to his knees, The con-
vention «id indorse Roosevelt, and Ohlo
was one of the States that led In de-
manding his continuance in the Presi-
dentlal office. Altho this machine, of
which Senator Dick s thae nominal
head, Includes committess whose mem-
bers number approximately 100,000 Re-
publican voters, quiie one-fifth the vot-
ing strength of the State, and is well
disciplined, President Roosevelt believes
it can lLe easily stampeded. He does
have soine concern about the manipu-
lations that will be possible, but, on the
other hend, he knows that a President
has great prestige with his party when
it comes to & trial of strength, and that
this is unguestionably & big factor in
Secretary Taft's behalf. Republicans of
both factions agree that Senator Fora-
ker Is seriously handicapped In that he
is virtually fighting the President. The
history of American polities shows that
very few men hdve been able to suc-
cessfully resist a Prosldef their own
party. The people are inclined to re-
gent that kind of opposition. At the
same time there is a forceful local spirit
in most States against Presidential In-
terference in local affairs.

Foraker Fighting Old Friends.

It is rather unlique that the men
fighting Senator Foraker In this great
preliminary to the Presidential strug-
gle are the very ones whom Sanator
Foraker has greatly befriended and
from whom he has never recelved any
notable favors. It was Senator Foraker
who first took up the cudgels for Roose-
velt's renomination in 1904, He led the
fight against the late Senator, Hanna,
who was trying to defeat Roosevalt. Mr.
Foraker nndoubtedly did effective work
for the President, notwithstanding the
fact that the President would have been
renominated without him. But Mrl
Foraker hae never recelved political re-
ward even in the form of fat patronage.
He has had but few officez from the
White House, and In recent days ihe
President has taken the Ohio appoint-
ments Into his own hands. e has
named Postmasters, a Federal Judge
and other officials without consulting
Senators Foraker and Dick. Of course,
the Senators wiil hold up these appoint-
ments in the Senate next Winter, and
on that the merry war will probably
continue.

When he was Governor of Ohio Mr.
Foraker appointed Mr. Taft as judge
of the Superior Court of Iincinnati, and
thus gave him his start in officlal life.
The tws have remalned parsonal
frlends. Their differences at present
are purely political, When Secretary
Taft came here as head of the Wasr De-
partment, having relinquished his office
as Governor-General of the Philippines,
Senator Fornker gave a beautiful re-
ception in his honor, and invited the
notable men of Washington to meet
him.

Representative Burton, of Cleveland,
Chairman of the Rivers and Harbors

with Senator Foraker, for his triumph
would keep the Presidentlal race open
and make their own prospects better.
Vice President Fairbanks, for instance,|
an Ohioan by birth, Iz earefully holding
aloof, but his friends are Immensely
pleased it this turn of affairs. Belng
a former Ohloan, he would probably be
the pecond choice of the State for Pres-
ident. But If Taft wins the Ohilo pri-
maries he will have a splendid start for|
the nomination. His vietory would be
regarded as a victory for the President
also. And the President and his Secre-
tary would probably have things thelr
own way, provided, of course, nothing
happens to shake the President’'s popu-
larity.

Vice President Fairbanks has been
here for several days, and has been a
frequent visitor at the White House,
but he does not open hls mouth about
the Ohlo situation. He is meeting many
of his workers here, however,-and they
are telling him about the trend in the
States. These conferences, which are
progressing in a qulet way and attract-
ing little attention, are in line with the
thoro campalgn ths Vice President is
making for the nomination.

The President Welcomes the Teat.

Presldent Roosevelt welcomes the test
in Ohlo. He llkes a fight just as wall
gs Benator Foraker ever did. He !s
thoraly confident that if It were a test
between Taft and TForaker, with no
complications, Taft would win easily.
The President I8 not afraid of the Ohlo
machine. He thinks Its strength has
always been overestimated; that it was
in its heydey {n 1903, But in that year
Senator Hanna did not dars resist an
indorsement of Roosevelt at the State
Convention for the Presldential momi-
nation the following year. It was one
of the dramatic Incidents of the pre-

No one undertakes {» say just wrat
the outcome of the contdst will be. All

liminary campalgn that Benator Fora-
ker, then fighting foy the President,

Committee, who is Sacretury Taft's po-
litlez] right bower In Ohio, and who i=
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now traveling with him on the Panama-
Cuba-Porto Rico tour, has also been n
reciplent of Benator Foraker's favor.
After the death of Senator 1anna Mr
Burton wanted to come to the Senate
He could not control the members of
the Legislature from his own home
County of Cuyahoga, which was a sad
state of affalrs for a Senatoriil candi-
date. The machine wss then against
Senator Yoraker, and Mr. Burton ap-
pealed to him for help. The appeal was
not In vain. Senator Foraker used his
influence with members of the Logiala-

ture, and secured more votes for Mr.
Burton than Mr, Burton was able to
secure for himself, On the other hand,
the old Republican organization, which
the laute Senator Hanna headed and
which fought Senator Foraker and
everything he wanted, has now becoma
his friend and is with him thru thick
and thin, Tts very life depends upon
the outcome of the fight, for if Secre-
tary Taft winsg it will be the doom of ths
old machine. Secretary Taft will then
be the recognized boss of the State of
©Ohlo, and the politicians will make pil-
grimages to him.
The Two Tafts,

It should be said, however, that Sec-
retary Taft has refused to interest him-
self In State polltics. He has declined
to help pull the strings, alths acqulesc-
ing In what his half-brother, ex-Repre-
fentative Charles P. Taft, of Cincinnatl,
18 now doing for him. As illustrating
the strange miix-up in Ohio and the
kaleldoscopic political changes. It is in-
teresting to recall that omly a few
months age the Cincinnat! Times-Star,
which ex-Representative Taft owns,
came out in & forceful article, declaring
unéquivacally for Senator Feraker for
President. They wrote a headline clear
across one page of that issue that Ohlo
was for Senator Foraker. It was made
so prominent no reader of the paper
ocould miss {t. This declaration was
much commented upon, and taken as an
indication that Becretary Taft would
not run. Since then the Times-Star has
executed a right-about-face, and ex-
Representative Taft (s now actively
working for the indorsement of his
brother in Ohlo,

It is also Interesting In that the pro-
posed primary Is the first in which Pres-
idential eandidates as such have par-
ticipated. There have been primaries
galore for members of the National
House and salso many primaries for
United States Senator. There have also
been a few primaries in the South for
the selection of delegates tp State Con-
ventiong to nominate delegates to a Na-
tional Convention, But never beafors
have aspirants come together in such a
primary fight for the support of their
home State.

Senator Foraker no longer makes any
concealment of his candldacy for the
Presidency, altho he has made no direct
statement for publication. Much as he
is regarded for his ability, few people
In Washington have thought he had
much of a show for the nomination. But
if he can win the indorsement of Ohio in
the face of such an overwhelming fight
he will find himself a powerful factor
in the situation—more so than ever be-
fore. And the nomination might not be
bevond his reach. Such a victaory for
him would almost certainly put Secre-
tary Taft out of the running.

BIG ISTHMIAN QUARRELS.

Incurable Jealousies and Fights Between
High Officials__Hopes That These Are
Now Ended — Large Salaries Did Not
Bring Peace—Visit of the Law Makers.

—

A dynasty of big quarrels will come
to an end, the Administration hopes,
when ex-Senator Joseph Stiles Clay
Blackburs, of Kentucky, assumes the
office of Governor of the Isthmian Canal
Zone. Mr. Blackburn has been in pub-
lic life long enough, 1t is thought, to be
free from official jealousles. The salary
of $14,000 a yvear will look large to him
in his declining years, and he may be
coptent to reside on the Isthmus and
administer the civil affalrs of the Zone
without participating in interminable
wranglings.

The appointment of Army engineers
and one Navy engineer to dominating
positions on the Canal Commission and
to the supervision of construction was
calculated to eliminate the quarrellng
in that branch of the great project. The
Army engineers may possibly be unable
to work without some personal friction,
but there will hardly be the flerce feal-
ousles that have raged among their
predecessors ever since dirt began to
fiy on the Isthmusi.

Chief Engineer John F. Wallace had
the first blg quarrel, altho it occurred
after he had virtually quit his job, It
is not generally known that Mr, Wal-
lace left the Isthmus primarily because
of his fear of yellow fever. But for
that he probably would have put up
with other anncvauces, for a time at
least, and would not have come home
in time for a big wrangle with Secretary
Taft on the eve of the latier's departure

(Continued on page three.)




