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THE LINE OF THE POTOMAC. |
The Navy reparing for the Gigantie
Strugeie as Well ax the Army—I1Pirst
Duty to Clear the Potomace—IEeroie,
Denth of Commander Ward—MeClellna
Plans n Grent Army—Diflleuliy of b=
tninlnz Arms—Med lellan's Esthinate of
Gene .

The Navy and the Hlockade.

While the War Deparmment was mak

Ing « efforis to organize and!
equip the army, the Navy Departmeni
was similarly straining its administra-
tive energics to provide for the block-
ade which the President had
claimed, It had been settled in
national law that a paper blockade
need not be respected. To be valid a
blockade must be enforced by vessels
numerous enough and strong enough

slo=an]

prao-|of the coast
inter=|lowed by 27

McELROY.

able their own  posi-

tion with regard to their adversary,

them to chonse

To encounter these such small vessels
us could be gpared for the gervice were
organized into the Potomac Fiotilla,
May 16, and placed under the command
of Commander Jumes H. Ward, whose
early and heroie death meant as much
to the Navy as Gen. Nathanlel Lyon's
to the Army.

Commander Ward.,

James Harman Ward. born in 1806,
was the son of Col. James Ward, of
Hartford, Conn., and educated nt the
Vermont Military Acudeomy. In 1823 he
was appointed a Midshipman on  the
Constitution, commanded by Commo-
dore MceDonough, of Lake Champlain
fame, rose to the rank of Licutenant,
and gained reputation by his writings
on  profes=ional subjects,  He hecame
a professor in the Naval Academy, and]
wag one of the progressive office who
weleomed the advent of stea power

while their smashing 11-inch
would give them a speedy victory, i
Next, a steamers  of  the |
Keoarsarge tvpe, of nbout 1,000 tons|
burden, with a length of 200 feet and
a breadth of only woere consirneted |
as pirate ciatchers. They were expected
to run down and desiroy the privateers|
which Jeff Davis would send out, They|
alen carried an exceedingly heavy arm-|
ament for their size, having two 11-ineh |
guns, one 30-pound rifle, and four 32-
pounders.
Next were ordered
steamers for use in the narrow rivers
These in turn were fol-
side-whee! steamers called
“doublé-enders.” since they were built
to run either backward or forward at
a spead of about 14 Knots un hour.
Still another class was that of

ciass  of

12 ride-wheeli
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o make any evasion hazardous. The
blockade proclaimed by the President
of more than 2,000 miles of coast line
on the Atlantic and the Gulf, unusually
weil supplied with entrances, was a
task of greater maznilude than had
ever been before attempted by any
navy, no matter how great. The :at-
tempt of Great Britain to blockade
the Continent against Napoleon was a
gtask of far less magnitude,

Upon his entrance into office Sec-
retary Wells of the Navy had found
only 44 war vessels at his disposal, and
many of theze not of efficlent class,
The Department it=elf had suffered, tho
hardly to the same extent as the War
Department, from the defection of its
Bouthern members. Isasc Toucey., of
Connecticut, the Secretary of the Navy
under Buchanan, was that worst type
of a pro-slavery man—the New Eng-
lander.

“There I8 no Turk like a rencgade,'”
and no pro-glaveryite like a Yankee.
Toucey co-operated with Secretary
Floyd of the War Department in do-
ing all he possibly could to help the
Bouth prepare for secession, and altho
the shameful abandonment and de-
struction of the Norfolk Navy Yard did
not occur during his term, yet it un-
doubtedly was dus to preparatory con-
ditions under him.

Within a few days after the firing
on Fort Sumter, 12 out of the 78 Cap-
tains on the active list resigned or were
dismissed; 39 of the 114 Commanders,
and 72 of the 321 Licutenants. Between
Plarch 4 and July 1 259 officers of the
Navy had reslgned or been dismissed,
besides those who had resigned when
their States went out.

March 4 thers were only 12 vessels
In the Home Squadron, of which but
four were in Northern ports. Twao of
thess were small steamers, and one a
sailing storeship. The squadron on the
coast of Africa was go far away that the
first of the vessels did not reach home
until September 15. Tmmediately upon
Mr. Lincoin’s inauguration orders were
rent to all parts of the world for the
ehips to hurry home, and during the
SBummer they were coming in from the
remote seas.

Bullding New Vessels.

Szeretary Gldeosn Wells set the navy
sards of the country at work to build
mdditional wvessels with all possible
haste. In the design of these the line
was followed which had given the

Lackawanna, steam frigates which
were longer than the old Constitution,
but not so wide, and earried only elght
guns, where the Constit n had 50,
But ths guns on the Lackawunna were
one 150-pound rifie, one s0-pound rifle,
itwo 1l-inch rifles, and four 8-inch
broandside guns. These gave a concen-
trited fire of enormous weight of metal
and terrible crushing force.

Altogether the Navy Department
built, bought and hired more than 600
vessels during the war, many of them
more powerful than any others in the
wirld,

There was much undeserved depre-
clution of the merchant vessels bought
for the navy. Whilé these fell short in
some respecte of the requirement
of 1 man-of-war. they were generally
stanch No. 1 ships., s#nd when com-
manded by the right kind of men, did
splendid service,

Some of them were capable of sufely
carrying cight heavy guns, and a swift
Hitle passenger steamer carryving a 100-
pound rifle was a very disagrecable ob-
Ject to an English blockade runmer.

At that time the heaviest gun in the
French navy was a 40-pound rifle, and
the English relled on brosdsides of 68-
pound gmoothbores,

The forelgners relied on the chance-
firing of a great number of heavy guns,
while the American idea was a small
number of still heavier guns, tired with
all the skill that incessant practice
could give. Thus an American mer-
chant steamer with a 100-pound or 150-
pound rifle, or one or two 11-inch pivot
guns, had few odds to ask of a line-nf-
battleship with a whole broadside of
lighter, shorter-range guns.

Guarding the Potomnae,

The Navy was given active service
from the very first in guarding the Po-
tomac,

As soon as hostilitles bhegan the Vir-
ginla troops advanced to the Potomace

to bBold the right bank of the river from|”

Alexandria to the Chesapealke.

The point of greatest Importance wis
held to be the mouth of Aqula Creek,
about 45 miles below Washington, This
wag where the rallroad running to
Fredericksburg and Richmond connect-
ed with the stéamers running to Wash-
ington.

It was also a point of great stralegic
Importance, since the Potomae makes a
sweeping loop to the southwest which
brings it to within & few miies of the

American navy so much of Its aston-

Rappahannock, and within less (than 0

FLOATING

Ishing success i1 the past—that is, to
give each Individual vessel the highest
speed, the handlest action, and heaviest
pattery possible. It was this policy
svhich had enabled the old *Constitu-
tion,” rated as & 4d4-gun frigate, 0
knock out In an astonishingly short
time any Pritish 44-gun frigate that
Ehe encountered. It will be remembered
khuat the *“Guerrlere” only lasted 15
fninutes before the *'Constitution.”
The first order was for 23 small gun-
oats of about 500 tons burden, which
jere to be as long as the frigates of
£1Z2, but only half as broad. These
Wwere intended to outrun anything tnen
Rfloat, and thelr armament was one 11-
inch pivot gun, two 24-pound howitzers,
gnd one Z0-pound howitzer. It was ex-
'ecled that their swiftness would en-

MINE PICKED UP BY THE PAWNEE.

miles, In an alr lineg, from Richmond.
Tho MeClellan never showed any recog-
nitlon of the great strategic Importance
of Aquin Creck as the door to Rich-
mond, Lee saw Il at once, garrisoned it,
and began batteries there in his tirst
preparations for defending the State,
From Alexandria to Aquia Creck the
Potomac generally skirts along close to
the Virginia blufts, and the river is
much narrower thin further down, so
that batteries planted along the bluffs
could close the navigation of the river
to any but armed wvessels, The caplure
of the Norfolk Navy Yard had given
the Confederates a full supply of the
best high-power guns of that day, and
they made their first efTective use of
these in batteries along the bluffs of the

Intas the Navy. At the outhreak of
the war he wias simmoned to Washing-
ton to give the Government the beneiit
of hizs unusual professional knowledge
He was one of the first oflicers nssigned
to active duty., and Tecling Keenly tha
humiliation of having the main high-
way to the National Capital Wockaded
hy the insolent enemy, went carnestly
ti work to drive them back. He found
himsaell @t a greatl disndvant: '.\i:‘.lI
hiz small vessels, armed with nothing
heavier than light 32-pounders, in con-
tending with riled pieces monnted on
the high bluffs. To reach these ele-
vations his vessels had to lie off such
distances as to greatly diminish the ef-
fectiveness of their fire, wnile the enemy
had @ plunging shot at him. The bluffy
were densely  wooded, which enabled
the enemy to mask their artlilery and
open upon him from unexpected places
He actually started In to cut the tim-
ber and brush down at many plices,
20 a8 1o expose their lurking places.
He found alse that while he might de-
molish a battery during the day, it
would be repaired in the nsnbt. He
was actively emploved. at tais work
during May and June, while Scott
Manstield and MeDowell were holding
50,000 men 'y aroumd Washington,
glving him no assistonce.  1f they had |
been as mucn In earnest as he, thel
whole of Virginia as far as the Rapp-
hannock would have been cleaned out
in a few weeks, and no necessity for
the battle of Bull Run Muay 31, with
three little vessels, the Anacostia, Free-|
born and Hesolute, he attacked the bat-|
teries at Aquia  Creelk, and  silenced
three of them, only peilring when his|
ammunition was exhausted. The next|
day, having brot down the Pawnee, :li
sloop-of-war,. carrying eight 9-inech
pivet Funs and two 1Z-pounder |'iII".-'.]
he resumed the attack, silenced the bat- |
teries, and drove the enemy behind thni-
shelter of the bluifs

He received more than 1,000 shots --n!
board and immediately around  his|
boats, sand fired upward of 300 shots|
and shells, expending 1,700 pounds of|
powder.

Without the assistance of the army
his work was in vain, however, and he
had the mortification of fnding new
batteries rising all along the rives
Meanwhile he Kept his men busily em-
ploved in boat expeditions, breaking up
the enemy’'s communications with the
Marvland shore, destroyving thelr bhonts
in the creeks, and disturbing thelr of-
forts to concentrate ageinst him

Finding that the snemy were prepar-
ing to ercet a dangerous battery at Ma-
thias Point. below Aquia Creck, Wiare
formed the daring plan of taking pos-|
session of a high point below, witich |
commanded Mathias Point, and erect-
ing a battery. The Confederate Generul |
Bonham had there some 15 companies,
under the command of Col. Danlel T:n;:.-l
gl--H. . |
The Fight ot Mathias Polnt. }

Ward, with parties from the Pawnee,!
Resolute, Rellunce and Frechorn, las
ed, June, with axes, intrenching
saand bags, ele., (0o clear away
ground, under cover of ihie
guns, and erect the battery,
ground was swept with o heav
grape and canister and the enemy
en back. The work wa# begun,
considerable progress made, when
enciny appeared in such foree that Ward
wins compelled to order a vetreat. and
went abourd the Frechorn to direct the!
fire, holding the vesselg close the shore, |

‘T'he retirement was anode under al
territic musketry frve, with the

and
this

suflors;

JAMES

displaying the greatest gallantry.  John ]
Willlams, Captain of the Maintop of
the Pawnee, who wis comnanding o
bhwiat, torld his (RTTEEHY that every |
e of them st die upron
hi% thwart rather than leave any wound- |
ed men ashore. His lag was shot away |
and Willlams wounded in the thigh, but]
he snateched up the tlag frow thie w .uur'
and held it aloft antil hig bodat aeconi- |
plished its workk and returned
ship with its load of wonnded
Chaplin was left in command o
men when Commander Ward el |
to the Frechorn, amd managed the
treat.  They had all gotten off but one |
enlisted man, who could not swim, when
Chaplin took him and his musker ou |
his buck and swam with him to the|
boat. Commander Ward saw
ner of his bow gun shot down, and he
him=ell sprang w0 the piece o aim and
fire . A= he was sighting it a minte
buller struck him in the gbdomen, In-
Mieting 5 mortal wound. He fell inta)
the arm of Boatswaln's Mute Huarry|
(‘hurchiil, who with his other hand
pulled the lock string amd sent a shell
directly Into a group of the envemy,

ing and wounding several and

ing them. Ward lived only 45 min
The remalng were bronght to W

ton and thenoe sent to New Yo . wh
they lay in state on the North Curoelin:.
I\\hia-h ard had formerly comrmanded,
after which they were sent o Hartford
| for interment.

Aun Infermnl Machine,

The Puwns with her heavy, long-
range guns wits the principal source of
irritation to the Confederates, snd they
devised many schemes o get rid of her.
One of these was the beginning of the
avatem of Honting mines which atey
pl{l,\'l'(l suel an important part in naviil
operations, The firstl one sont aguins
the Pawnes wus picked up by her on
the evening of July 7. The following is
the official description of

1, 1. Ol casks, serving for huoys
2, 2. Iron tubes, four feer six Inches

long and 18 Inches Ip diametor, charged

Lient.
the|

|

Potomae,

with gunpowder, 3. A three-inch rope,

with large pieces of cork two feet apart
4, 4. Boxes todp of casks with fuses.
5, 5. Guttatpercha tubing counected
with capped tubeg. 6, 6. Brass tops on
the torpedoes 7, 7. Copper tubes run-
ning thru the casks. 8§ Wooden plat-
form In cen¥er ‘of cask, on which the

naturally only secure such arms In Ger-
muany and Austro-Hungary as had been
discarded to be replaced by the newer
and more improved weapons. These, |
however, were sold in great quantities
al from $5 to $30 aplece, and served for
awhile to arm the new levies untll they

hardly be expected to comprehend any-
thing greater than the comparatively
modest establishments with which the
United States had wuged the wars of
1812 and Mexico. Gen. McClellan gives
the following sketches of the men
w#hom he had selected as Brigade CCom-

SHORT
TALKS

Lacored

could be supplied by the improved and
valuable Springfield musket. Such of
the foreign guns as could be made over
into something like the Springfield mus-
ket were so transformed, but the most
2 A=y ; of these guns were In a few months|
The Congueror of the Rebellion. sent to the junk pile after they had
Undoubtediy ap the beginning of ih":m.ul-- a long history of tribulations for
wir the United States Infantryman was  the unlocky regiments which had en-
the best armedisoldier in the world.|tered the fleld with them. Many al
While the United States has never had | rogiment did not get the Improved arms
but a small Regular Army, no effort hﬂ“}umﬂ they captured them from thelr
been spared ito make its soldlers of the |enemies upon the field of battle. It will
hest  maniy: material  available. The pe readily seen that the task of arming
United States led all the world in the| 500,000 men with superior weapons was
perfection of (ts muskets.  In otherione of the greatest magnitud », and it Is
countries muskets, like other guns, were | hjghly to ihe credit of the Administra-
mide in individoal factories, and each tjng that with our moderate establish-
WEADOn Was an imli\‘irln‘lll‘phlj‘lnl' work, | ment this was sn soon accomplished.
iiffering according to the ideas and| o
methods of the gunmaker from every SN ARG ARty ;
other gun, The United States was the| As wo saw in the late struggle with
firat to “standardize” the muanufacture the Boers, a people entering a war al-
of muskels.  The invention of the -.-v—[“‘“."-“‘ place an -‘\‘:sgs'-‘rnh\d importance
cenirle lathe enabled gun stocks to be|uDoN artillery., The English were con-
turned out very rapidly and cheaply by (fident that they were going to quickly
the RBoers out of existence with

achinery. and they were all of exactly | blow
,ls-’::m-»-.-f::-:-- and paittern.  This initis Iyddite shells, Just as we thousght the
ais followed up In the manufac-|dynamite sloop Vesuvius was golng to
purts of the gun, the lock | Win our war with Spain. 'l:h!“ IFrench
and its accessorics being stamped out Were Eoing to destroy the Germans by
and finished by machinery. Thus when U mitrajlleuse.  Something lke this
a gun w disabled it could be imme-|has appeared in every modern war. The
dintely repaired by taking another "i,.‘;,.__t',lvl h.:l_‘-' aiways been the same, T.h“
whereas in the European guns each | Wir wis always decided by men with

piece had e be made especially for it musket = I )

No efforts were spared to make the .-\rl. I.I--:_\ Is fll._\u_\a excerdingly im-
barrel and every part of the American | Prossive and convincing upon the popu-
gun of the highest possible type and) laece, and men listen with H""‘-"I_-" cre-
materinl. The remarkable suceess of | dulity to the stories of artillery enthu-
the Western riflemen in their victary|Sinsts of sweeping away whole compa-
over the British velerans at New Or- nies. battalions and even regiments by
leans Jan. 8, 1315, and our leng sue- -‘*:“ﬂ" blusts of shrapnel, canister or

Vs y It rars hi od the|ghell,
:l‘l;"_:;?“']f I,:;u"l:;".“m‘:-“l;'“l]:,?:;:rlzm.m In 1861 the artillery enthusiast of the
strongly to the value of the rifle In war, world was Napoleon 1il., who had In-
and while nther countries were still re-| ¥¢nted the gun which bore his name—a
Iving upon the old smoothbore, firing an | light bronze 12-pounder, with about the
ounce bullet and a number of buckshot, | FANEe of a musket. This was ﬂlﬂi_ﬂ'.'-
the United States Army was largely sup- | Intended for close fighting and using
plied with rifles : | canister at the critical point of the bat-

) tle instead of musketry volleys,

Improving the Rifle. Itifle cannon were cominz into fash-
There was a grent deal of trouble In|ion for long-range work, and numerons
adapting the rifle principle to military | sanguine inventors were demonstrating
purposes.  The rifle with which the| what their guns would do at four miles
Kentucksy and Tennessee militiamen had It was hoped that they would

ringe.
sueh a suceess at New Orleans| do all the work, to the saving of life to
wias o complicated and delieate weapon,

fuse was cofed fnd secured. 9. Fuse.
Thiz infernft] mAchine was to be set
aflont with the tide in the direction of
the vessel tp be destroyved, afler the
fuse or slow Mmatch was lighted.”

ture pf othe

the volunteers,
which had beon developed in deer ll!ll\!-. Ariiilery of the Army of the Potomne.

ing and Indian warfure, The barrels oo )
\\.:‘w long and heavy and the powder *\“l Gen. :"""']“'“":"I ““l-“_ I”’ll}'lﬂiﬂﬂll_'li*‘
: s ware | Areat army upon the French svstem
rather inferior. TRound  bullets were ¥ : ! )
=L : ite determined to give it the finest ar-

lin the O1d Army,

{tinus and laborioua.

l-l"ll

manders. It must be remembered all
the time that this was penned after the
war, when many of these men had
made their records and when MeClellan
wag suffering the natural resnlts of his
failure to mest the high expectations at
me time enteriained of him.

“Of all men whom T have encoun-
tered in high position Halleck was, the
most hopelessly stupid. It was more dif-
feult to get an idea thrua his head than
can be concelved by any one who never
made the attempt, 1 dp not think he
over had a correct military Jdea from
beginning 1o end.

“1 left Gen. Hunter In nominal com-
mand of his brigade, because he bore
an excellent reputation in the Olid Army
and had been wounded: 1 have never
met him personally, He did not as-
sume command of the brigade, for as
wmon a8 he recoverwd from his wound
the President appointed him Major-
tieneral of Volunteers, that he might
Zo to Hlinois, and, In the words of Mr,
Lincoln, "be a sort of father to them
aut thers'

“Heintzelman also recelvesd a bri-
gade; he, too, had been wounded at
Bull Run, and bore a good reputation
He was a4 very brave
exceellent offiver.

“W. T. Sherman was almost jmmae-
diately taken from me to dccompeny
ftobget Anderson to Kentucky. 1 had
it high opinion of him and parted from
nim with regret.

“Philip Kearny received a brigade;
hut, tho he stood hizh as a remarkably
daring man and good cavalry captain
in the Mexican war, | had not suflicient
contidence jn his brains to give him one
of the first divisions. T have since
sometimes thot that I would have done
well had I given him commangd of the
cavalry. |

man and an

E. V. Snmner.

“Sumner was In California when I
aszumed command; he returned not
long before we took the field, and at
ance recelved g divislon, He was an
uld and trled officer; perfectly hanest,
as brave as a man could be; conscien-
In many respecits
he was a model soldler. He was a man
for whom 1 had & very high regard, and
Cor his memory [ have the sreatest re-
pect, He was a very valuable man,
his soldlerly example was of the
ighest value In a2 new army. A Na-
tion Is lfortunate that possesses many
such soldiers as was Edwin V. Sumner.
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the Germans= Born in Ba-
was siid that he had served
as a non-commissitnieyg offi-
subsequently as a Colonel or
gencral ol in the revolutionkry
army at Baden in 1348. H¢Y was in
many respects an excellent soidier: had
his command In  exeellent drill. was
very fond of display, but did mnot, or
could not, alwsys restrain his mien from
plundering. Had he remainsd with me
I think that he and his division would
have done good service, and that they
woulil have been kept under good dis-
cipline. It would be difficult to find a
more soldlerly-looking set of men than
he had under his commands Of his
subordinnte officers the best was Gen.
Stahl, a Hungarian, who hasd served
with distinction under Georgel., Hia
real name, I believe, was (onnt Ser-
biani.

“Richard=on was in command of a
regiment of Michigan volunts:ra when
I went to Washington; [ at stce gave
him a brigade. He was an officer of tha
0Old Army. “bull-headed.” brave, a gonl
disciplinarian. He received his mortal
wound ot Antietam, ;

“To Stone 1 guve a detached brigade
on the upper Potomac—ground with
which he was familiar. He was a most

command o
viuria, it
in Greece
cer, and

rwns solved by Camnt

i NeCy
| ra
‘adopted in the United
| Springtield musket Which was developed |
| Wiis  the
'world, aod to It in the hands of men

HARMAN WARD.

to thela charge of

the gun-|{ber, and with 1

vt Springiield! Mad=, and the other at
| Harper's Foerry,

used, which were carefully fitted into
the muzzle under a thin potch of gre
o rabhit skin or some other delicate,
even hide, and forced down by a ram-
rod made of wood to avold injuring the
delicate rifling of the barrel. Usually
the ritleman In action had one bullet
in his gun and two in his mouth, After]
the milltinmen ot New Orleans had fired
three terrible vollesz there was a lull,
which excited the curiosity of the Brit-
ish officers, uniil one who knew the
Americans expliined that the riflemen
were stopping to elean their guns,
Varions devices were tried in this
country and Furope to secure the ad-
vantage of (he greurate fiving of the|
rifie without Its adending complicutions,
Fatlse muzzles wers put upon e gans
to shape the bullets to the rifles and
ping were pil fy the bottom (-?mmbr-r
upon \\'hluh_" the, ball was driven to
spread it out, (o It the rifles.  This ham- |
mering, however, mjured the rifling and |
was ahbandoped, . Finally the proble
Minie, of the I° |
army, who iovented a conical b 0
with a cavits af. He bas This :
rammed dowp vpon the powdor by an
lron ramrod, hut, (he foree regquired \\'.'t:-l
not such us i‘u' iniare the rifling. \\‘hunl
the gun way firgd the powder exprnded |
the edzes of the covity until they fitted |
into the rifling gnd guve tie bullet the |
ary twirl thiat insure:d Its aee ll-!
Thn,wringiple

waa immedintely |
Stades, and z’ru-|
finest milltary weapon in the
who were natorally 1.demen and sharp-
belongs  the credit of putting
down the rebellion. While the sanguin
i ities of other arms Il the \\-rrbl1
praises of .what the cayalry and

shooters

artillery acceomplished, yvet the fact re-
mains that gvery battle is finally decid-
il by the superiority of the fire of the
infantry.

The United States musket of the pat-
tern of 1861 had a4 barrel 40 inches long,
with three rifles  running  its entire
length and making one complete turn
The vallbey was 55 of an inch, the hul-
et welghed gradns, and was fred by
0 grains of powder.  Tihe
bayvonet, barrel and springs were madoe
af the best steel, amd every, carc wns
taken to secure their perfection The:
miy strong rival the TTnited Sigtes mus-
ket hnd was .:h.';ﬂl made at Entield, in
England, by _American machin and
Aneriean thode.  The Enfield rifls
was =lghtls ;ihnl"i'l' and larger In culi-

']1-; I Tnited States rifle w.u-'!
bst -.\'u-.-p:-n,' the Confederates aad
Lo OpPose onr arms.

DiMealiy In Getting Arms.

Al the begiHnidg of the war substan-
Haldly all of the rifles made on this pat-
tern had beert' sent to the South by the
traftorous Sebréfdry of War, John B.
Flovd., Therd 'wilre two great factories
cmployed in thhking these WENDONA, One

The destruction of the
armory at Hirlfr's Ferey with 15,000
improved mudkoth was a severe«blow to
the Government !.’J.“d greatly embarrass-
od arming th&'edger volunteers who as-
sembled to the Presbdent’s call. At thut
thine the Springtield armory was only
ciapible of turning out about 25,000
muskets o vear, which were amply suf-
licient for the needs of the army and
militin, Tmmediate steps were taken to
cxpand the works st Springlield first
until they would produce 8,000 muskets
i month and thén 15000 monthiyv. The
private armovies in the country were
cncournged to go into the woerk, and
were given contracts at $20 aplece for
the complete muskoets, where the Goy-
vrmment had been ‘producing them at
springfield at o cost of §13.58. oxelusive
of cost of administration. Congress ap-
propricted  $10,000,000  to purchase
irms In Burope, but our agents could

| tiever before attemptoed.

| vr Napoleon petttern

fular battory

tillery equipment known in the history
of war. Artillery is an exceedingly ex-
maive wrm, aml no other Nation had

ever been able to give its armies such |
t complete outflt of modern guns ;lsi
Me'lellan had  planned Wealthy as|
Fraonce nnd England had been, yel their
araenals and feld forces had always
Been encumbered with old-=style gung)
of varions caliber which they did not|
fesl they conld afford to throw away. |
The Army of the Potomace was to start|
in with a fresh equipment.  Fven the

c guns in the Regular batteries were
of the most modern style.  MeClellun's
iden was to have two and a half or three
guns for every 1,000 men, a liberallty
The aold form-
ation of ficld batteries of six guns was
retained with never less than four guns,
and it was declded that ecach battery
shonld have pieces of uniform caliber
und character. Two-thirds of the guns
were to he smoothbore of the 12-pound-
and the other thinld
e Fune Fach division wa=z to have
four hatteries, with a Captain of a Reg-
commuaniing the division
artillerv, In addition ta this there was
to ho a reserve artillery corps of 100
cunt angd n sieze train of 50 picces. The
preganization of the artillery wns put
nudore the direction of Maj, Willinm .

, who was promoted to Brigadier-

It was carrind on with such
and Iavishness that in a few
months the fiald artillery reached the
colnatn] i of %2 bhatteries of
20 gu Lt oY v 12,500 weli-drilled,
wo Il-dise wal men.  The organization
o the artiltery was g specimen of the
grand scale upon whivh everyvthing con-
nected with the Army of the Potamae
wis carried on,

seth Willlinms the Organizer.

Whantever miay bhe of Ae-
Cleltan, he rose fully to the require-
ments of organizing by far the finest
army that the world had ever hefors
<opn.,  Larege as were those forces mus-
tered by Nuapoleon, they fell far short
In the matepial enlisted and in the com-
pleteness and excellence of the eguip-
ments of the Anny of the United States,
~No monarch in history ever had such
i host of frst-class men and such vast
riesources pleced completely at his dis-
pos=al as MeClellan. The disaster at Bull
run had completely aroused the coun-
try ad o the magnitude of the task he-
fore it, and Congress and the people
were willing to give ta the “Young Na-
puleon' evervihing that he could possi-
Ilyv sk for to help him on to victory.
They wanted victory so badly that they
hostened to offer the last man and the
Iast dollar to secure |t

It is clitimed by many earnest advo-
cates that much of the high credit to
Me'lellan for the magnificent organiza-
tion properiy helongs to Seth Willinms,
ane of the most accomplizhed officers
of the Old Army, and who wore out
his life in the organization and admin-
istration. He was born in Augusta, Me.,
in 1522, and graduated from the Mil-
tary Academy in 1842, entering the ar-
villery.  In the Mexican War he showed
hims=elf an carnest, gallant soldier, angd

14 brevetted n Captain for his bril-
llant conduct at Werro Gordo, He was
transferred to » Adjntant-General’s
Department in and at the hegin-
ning of the war was Adjutant-Gengra!
of the Departunent of the West, with the
rapk of Major. He was promoted te
Brigadicr-Generasl  of Volunteers and
mude Adjutant-General for the Army
of the Potomae, in which he served till
Lhe elose of the war, réeceiving hrevets
for Gettyvsburg, Petersburg, Appomai-
tax and for galiant services in the field
during the rebeilion. His work exhaust-
ad him, however, and he died in 1886
it Boston, at the age of 44. In his offi-

al order announcing his death Maj.-
Gen. Meade =aid:

“The public services of the deceased,
in cvonnection with the Army of the
Potomuae, from ifts organizution to with-
in u few months of itz moaster-out, at
the close of the war, are too well known
to require pocital. There was hardly
an engngernent in which e did not take

t; there |5 not a portion of its ree-

Is or written history that does not

wir witness to his ability and fidelity;
ol e e ofleers and soldiers he was
sapecially endeared by a never-failing
patience and kindness of henrt  that
mide no labor Irksome that could pro-
mote their interests and welfare. The
Gonernd commanding feels that this offi-
c¢ial notlee j2 due, not only to the publje
career, bat to the private virtues of this
dlstinguished soldier, and that In him
the country hus lost a fmithfnl “ervant
and the army g valuable associnte and
rriend.”

MoeClellun's Iden of the Generals.

MeClellan savs in his book that his
idea was to organize the army into bri-
gniles and then inte divisions. When he
took the tleld he wasg to make the di-
vislong into corps.  Iu the meanwhile
he would have dn opportunily of stady-
ing the churncters of the men appointed
to the commaends of brigndes gnd divis-
Ions and selecr those for the highly fm-
portant positions of Corps Commuanders,
In this matter there s the tene of com-
pladnt which runs thrn all of MoClel-
lan's ook against everybody wha hap-
pened to be in superior official position,
He cladlms that they eonld not ander-
stand him or camprehend his work, and
they were continually interfering to his
groat embarrassment.  He is particularly
sovere on Gen, Scott, who he clanims to
hiave been a constant obstruction. Prob-
ably there s much truth In this, ns
Scott, with his age end Infirmities, could

“atid

elup

charming and amiable gentlerdun; hon-
est, brave. a good soldier, tho aceasion-
ally carried away by his chivalrous
Ideas. He was very unfortuhate. and
was as far as possible from meriting
thehsud fate and cruel treatment he met
with.

“I found Couch In command of a reg-
iment. and soon gave him a brigade.
He was an honest, faiithful and labori-
ous man; & brave, modest and valuabla
officer.

“IFrankiin was one of the best oflicers
I had; very powerful. He was a man
not only of excellent judgment, but of
a réemarkably high order of Intellec-
tual abllity, He was often badly treated,
und seldom recaelved the credit he de-
served. His moral character was of the
highest, and he was in all respects an
admirable corps commander; more than
that, he would have commanded an
army well. The only reason why I did
rot send him to relieve Sherman, in-
stead of PBuell, was that I could not
spare guch a man from the Army of the
Poltomac,

“Blencker 1 found, and retained, In

Fits-John Porter.
“Fitz-John Porter was on duty with

(Continu—ed on page three.)

SOUVENIR CANE OF

OLD LONG BRIDGE.

WAR TIME VIEW OF LONG BRIDGE AT WASHINGTON,

Over this bridge—1861-1865—mar ched a milllon men. Damaged by fload,
repaired, remaodeled, rebullt and finally torn down—137—as an obstruction to
navigition, still it will live in song and story so long as the memory of the Great
War shall lasi,

Two iron bridges now link the Capital with the Southland, and & is be-
lieved that thousands of the veterans and their sons would like a souvenir of
the old structu \What better then acane gut of this well-seasoned wihite oalk
or Georgia pine? It s mediom size, Tuil length, with polished surface; heavily
siiver-plated cap and steel ferrule. 1

Washington, D. (.. April 26 1907

I hereby agree to furnish to Col. R, E. Whitman, of the timber of (3l Long
Bridze, nll he may require in the manufacture of canes, sawed in spegitied di-
mensions, The timber will be go0ld to no other person for a like purpose.

(Signed) REZIN W. DARBY,

Contractor for Removal of Biridge.

This, my certificate of genuineness, will g0 with each cane. They will ba
sold arone dollar each, and in order that every olid soldier may have Hne, or=-
ders from any G. A. R. Post or other military organization for 25 canes or mora
at 76 cents each. These cancs will be made to supply orders until zhe fine
timbar is exhausted. .

R. B. WHITMAN,
Lute Col. 30th Malne Vols; Capt. U. 8. Cavalry, Ratired.

Packages of five canes or less sent by mall prepaid on receipt of P. O,

Order.
Address THE ¢. L. B. CANE (0., Washingion., D. C.

G. A. R. CARDS

Send a club of two yearly subseribers to Toe Natronarn
Trmuxe, or yeur own subseription and the subscription of
some friend, and we will mail to you, post prepaid, 100 hand-
seme G. A, R. eards, printed with your name, company #nd
regiment, (. A 1, Post and address. .

The eards are two-ply, Plated Wedding Bristol, 2 5.16
inches by 4 inches, in the upper left-hand corner appearing
a fac-simile of the €i. A. R. lapel button, bronzed and heasily
embossed. : 1

The type is the latost faces: the ink the best blue-black ; the
press work the pradect of the latest model Colt's Armory
Press, built especially for the finest letter-press work., Inevery
respect the eards are the finest that good material and skibed
workmunship ean produ:a,

Fi.AG CARDS ,

These cards will appes: aqually to men and women, whether
or not members of patriotic orders. We have designed thise
cards especially for thos» comrades who do not elaim mem-
Lershiip in the Grand Arey, but whose love for the Old Flae
under which they served from 61 to 63 is equally sincere. =

These cards ve the samee “ize as the (5. A, R. eards. the
same two-ply Plated Wedding Bristol, and across the upper
lefi-hand corner is draped the Ameriean Flag, Every tind is
reproduced, the gold cords, ithe bronze spear, the blue finld
with its white stars, the white and rad stripes, and all heavily
embossed. ' iy

One hundre? ¥ og Cards with name and address and. if a
soldier, company and regiment, will 1.2 mailed as a preminm
for a club of two yearly subseriliers at $1.00 sach: or vou way
send your own subseription (either new or renewa!) and ha
subseription of another conrade. :

“ddress

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washington, D. .




