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national thihune headquarters
AT SAItVTOUA

In accordance with its usual custom
The National Tribune has secured head-

quarters
¬

at Saratoga near to National
Headquarters for the convenience of its
subscribers and friends Its headquar-
ters

¬

will be parlor 4 and rooms 69 and
70 in the United States Hotel directly
along the piazza from the G A It Na-

tional
¬

Headquarters It invites all its
friends to meet there and to make its
headquarters a convenience for receiv-
ing

¬

their mail and papers and for meet-
ing

¬

their comrades We need not say
that such a place will be very desirable
for comrades coming from long dis ¬

tances to meet one another They can
by correspondence make appointments
to be at National Tribune Headquarters
at such an hour of such a da and this
will save them the tiresome and fre-
quently

¬

discouraging hunts that they
have to make to meet their long-separat-

comrades

San Francisco can have worse graft-
ers

¬

and sock it to emharder than any
city in the country- -

Admiral Dewey says that we can
whip anybody on the Pacific and Dewey
is an expert on whipping

A bird in hand may be easier eaten
than with a knife and forti but not so
neatly

King Edward VII has become a cro-
quet

¬

liend How can so- - fat a man as
he see the ball when- - it is anywhere
near his feet

The German grape growers make the
same complaint as the French The
wine manufacturers double or treble
the output of wine by fermenting the
lomace of skins pulp and seeds with a
weak sirup made from common sugar

The Nichi Niehi and other Japanese
yellow papers which are preaching war
because their countrymen are not more
freely admitted do not reflect that none
at all would get in in the event of war
The British tried that twice All they
got in were killed or captured

The great and noble guild of Makers
of Pie Fillers has triumphed The Sec-
retary

¬

of Agriculture has decided to al-

low
¬

the use of benzoate of soda as a
preservative for a time at least The
multitudinous army of pie biters musl
now look to their digestion themselves
and hunt up some drug to counteract
the dyspeptic tendencies of the ben
zoate

A Georgia paper offers a reward of 40

cents for the first seven Democrats
found who can understand the initia
tive and referendum The first trouble
would be to have them successfully pass
examination as Democrats Has Georgia
been able to decide what constitutes a
Democrat Our recollection is that at
the last election there were seven or
eight varieties each one fiercely de
nouncing all the others as spurious

Gen Castillo kindly warn us against
staying in Cuba too long The high
spirited Cubans may lose their sclf
control and do something to us that we
will not like That has a far away
memory of the kind of talk indulged in
by people down South It is true thai
we did not exactly like the things they
did becaus e we would not go back but
they did not like the things we did in
return a little bit and they finally de ¬

cided to let us slay until we were ready
to go Gen Castillo will find the his ¬

tory of 1S61 5 both entertaining and in-

structive
¬

Senator Tillman talks of a duel with
Senator Dolliver There will be none
Tillman will pass into history as a com ¬

petitor for Jeff Daviss record as the
man with the most quarrels and the
fewest fights of any in the country Till-
man

¬

has been pawing the ground and
snorting battle for about 20 years ami
if he has had a single light it has es
caped our memory We have long
ceased our tremors lest some over-ir- ri

tated man should Kill him or still
worse that lie should kill some really
good man Life insurance men think
him a good risk

Whats this about women never
learning anything never discovering
anything The ladies of the Army
lanch the thundering truth upon an in
sect tortured world that musketos never
bite thru anything white while black
and colors attract them They that is
the ladies learned this in tho Philip
pines and therefore in the muskcto
season they never wear any but white
gloves white stockings and white else
where accessible to the vicious little
monsters If this be true It is worth all
that the Philippines have cost us Eut
whv did not those exceedingly wise

Btudy of tho musketo for years find this
out

a diplomatic now
The dullness of the Summer months

is being enlivened by a first class row in
the very exclusive State Department
and in no less a place than our prin-
cipal

¬

Embassy that is to say London
These ructions would be tiresome If
there were anything more serious to
think about and when they come at a
busy season people pay little attention
to them Our whole embassadorial sys ¬

tem is a farco and incumbered with
moldy and musty traditions inherited
from the time when Embassadors were
persons of real importance Before the
day of telegraphs and fast steamships
and in the time when a King was an
autocrat Embassadors were persons of
immense consequence They represent-
ed

¬

the actual person of the King in
foreign countries had access directly
to themonarch and discussed with him
face to face matters which made for
war or peace All this is now changed
by representative Government and by
swift means of communication An
Embassador is merely a clerk or mes
has absolutely no functions ex
have an hour left to his own discretion
cept to correctly communicate to the
court to which he is accredited his in
structions from his State Department
With our many Trans Atlantic cables
in constant and certain operation one
of our Embassadors in Europe does not
have an hour left to his own discretion
What the Prime Ministers of England
France Germany Italy Austria or Rus
sia may tell him as to the intentions or
wishes of their Governments is known
in Washington within half an hour
Th instructions of our Secretary of
State can be received before the hour
is ended The Embassador is merely
an antiquated form for presenting our
Governments wishes and views to the
Government of some other country It
could be done quite as well by direct
messages between the Prime Minister
and our Secretary of State The Em ¬

bassadors are not useful even for gath ¬

ering accurate political Information
since when the State Department de-

sires
¬

this it employs special agents who
are more or less expert upon the mat
ters they arc set to investigate

We maintain expensive Embassies to
all the foreign countries paying our
Embassadors 17500 a year with high
salaries for their Secretaries but these
are relatively economical to what the
foreign countries spend upon their em ¬

bassies to us The British Embassador
to the United States gets 50000 a year
with a high salaried entourage Ap-

pointments
¬

as Embassadors and Minis ¬

ters to European countries are how-
ever

¬

the most eagerly sought for plums
in the gift of the Administration tho it
is known that everyone appointed must
spend several times the amount of his
salary in order to keep up what
he thinks is the dignity of the place
The reason for this is the social pres ¬

tige The Embassador to England for
example is the social autocrat of all his
fellow countrymen and country women
who visit Great Britain He ranks
there during his term of cfllce among
the highest nobility which is a precious
privilege in that land of rank and priv-
ilege

¬

The Embassadors to France and
Germany are scarcely less important
with those to Austria and Russia lag ¬

ging far in tho rear The Embassador
to Turkey seems to have really some ¬

thing to do because Turkey is still in
the midnight of the dark ages he has
to have persona relations with the Sul-
tan

¬

and has few social demands upon
him

Embassador Whitelaw Reid at the
Court of St James has made the very
most of his position Having married
D O Millss great fortune and his wife
being filled with the highest social am ¬

bitions he has spent money without
stint in entertainment and has placed
the American Embassy on the old me¬

dieval status of social equality with the
King of Great Britain This has given
him and his wife all the social prestige
that the most ambitious heart could de-

sire
¬

Every rich American visiting
England and desiring to enter the most
exclusive circles has to kowtow to the
Relds who hold the golden key which
secures entrance to the charmed circle
immediately around the throne All
the Anglicized social climbers have had
to make their devoirs first to the Reids
Their entertainments at the Dorchester
House have exceeded even those of roy-
alty

¬

In their sumptuous magnificence
But there comes a fly in the ointment
The Consul General at London Is the
most Important of our commercial rep
resentatives abroad The position is
now held by Mr Robert Wynne an old
well known and highly esteemed news
paper man whom President McKinley
apopinted Postmaster General This
gives him abroad the prestige of an ex
Cabinet officer a thing which counts
for much socially It is claimed that
the Embassy has disregarded Consul
Genral Wynne in its festivities and not
granted him the precedence to which
he was entitled It is claimed that
CoiisuLs Gencral have precedence ovcr
even the First Secretary of the Embas
sy except wuen the latter is acting as
Charge dAffaires but Mr Wynne was
not in evidence at any of the functions
given by the American Embassy and
other diplomatic representatives re ¬

marked that the embassy of the most
democratic Nation in the world was
most aristocratic In Its treatment of its
Consuls drawing the lino most sharply
against those who represented merely
the business element of the country
Consul General Wynne Is a plain sen ¬

sible muttcr-of-fa- ct man without so ¬

cial ambitions and caring as little for
mingling with the Dukes Earls and
Barons as the average American and
has said nothing upon the matter for
publication There is evidently great
friction sine- - reports are now current
that both ire tired of their places and
desiie to return home It is said that
the Reids tind that the pace is too rapid
nvn for their -- fortune and that the
game is hardly worth the candle
Probably they are a little sour at the
ingratitude or lack of appreciation of
the social climbers to whom they have
given opportunity for advancement
Poisibly the State Department has not
looked kindly upon the assumption that
the purely diplomatic feature of its
representation r broad was so high and
mighty is to absolutely exclude all con ¬

sideration of tiade Possibly also ru-

mors
¬

have realod the Reids that the
great American peuplc do not take

scientists who have been making aj kindly to all this splurge for the bene
tit of a lot of obscure millionaires and
would prefer that their country be rop- -
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resented by the quiet unostentatious
dignity of Phelps Lowell Hay and
other Ministers who have not had so-

cial
¬

aspirations

THE DANGEROUS UNWRITTEN
LAW- -

The unwritten law has been much
before the people lately and greatly to
its detriment Sensible law abiding
people have become much more scorn-
fully

¬

impatient since the Loving and
Thaw trials of its being invoked to save
red handed murderers Tho limit of
pettifogging impudence was readied
when Thaw a vicious degenerate who
had married his mistress appealed to
it to save him from the proper penalty
for murdering one of her former lovers

There was some approval of it when
the Strothers brothers killed tho man
who had betrayed and brutally treated
their sister and then tried to desert her
on the day of the wedding so as to in-

validate
¬

tiie forced marriage
It was an outrage however when

the whisky crazed ex Judge Loving wasS

acquitted for having shot down the
young man for an alleged mistreatment
of his daughter The Judge following
the iniquitous precedent in the Thaw
case would not allow the young wom-
ans

¬

story told to justify and save her
father to be subjected to cross-exa-

nation and sifting
Gov Vardanian of Mississippi has

gone wrong on an unwritten law
case For motives of her own Mrs
Angie Birdsong murdered Dr Thos H
Butler and then alleged the unwritten
law in justification The court sentenc ¬

ed her to live years in the penitentiary
and the Supreme Court aliirmed the
sentence but Gov Vardaman an
nounces that he is not to be swerved
from his determination that the un-

written
¬

law is for women as well as for
men and I will never permit Mrs
Birdsong to go to prison

This is in spite of petitions signed by
great numbers of the people of Mrs
Birdsongs home who are familiar with
her life and character and the circum-
stances

¬

of her crime They arc strong-
ly

¬

opposed to any clemency for her
The women signers were born and rear
ed in the same community with Mrs
Birdsong and many of them were her
schoolmates They say By no
stretch of the imagination can

law be applied in Mrs Bird
songs case and continue The un ¬

dersigned ladies of Montfcello and
Lawrence County regret exceedingly
the misguided public sympathy ex ¬

hibited for Mrs Birdsong outside of
this town and County brought about by
prejudiced reports sent to the metro-
politan

¬

press and also because the true
condition of affairs was not brought out
at the trial

Over in Maryland however a case is
in progress in which the unwritten law
came as near being justified as It ever
can be A young man betrayed a girl
under promise of marriage and when
her brother and her poor old mother
begged him to save her from disgrace
he scornfully refused and they shot
him

The girl with her new born babe is
present at the trial and the old mother
testified

She first pleaded with Posey to re-
pair

¬

the wrong she alleged he had done
her daughter even offering to pay all
the expenses her son adding that if he
wanted to leave his sister afterward he
could get a divorce but that he must
marry her

They even offered to support him
and keep his lunch pail filled

These are humble people common
laborers with no social station to give
sensational interest and no money to
hire high priced lawyers but their
family honor Is as dear to them as If
they belonged to the Four Hundred

We have little use for that female
virtue that has to be protected at the
point of the pistol Every woman must
be the guardian of her own virtue
This can not be too strongly impressed
upon her Injured husbands are ag ¬

gravating frauds and they who kill are
plain ordinary murderers In 9 cases
out of 100 it Is their own brutality or
other misconduct that has driven their
wives to the arms of other men Their
crimes are not prompted by love for
the woman as sickly gushing sentimen ¬

talists make believe but by their
wounded selfish vanity and their base
hunger for revenge because their wives
have preferred otiier men

There is never any justification for
tho unwritten law but the nearest
thing to It comes when a man has ruin
ed a loving trusting girl and we
therefore hope that the Maryland jury
will be merciful to Mrs Bowie and her
son

Later The Maryland jury has ac ¬

quitted Mrs Bowie and her son

Iowa does not take kindly to Jacob
Riiss suggestion that she seek for la-

bor
¬

for her fields in the congested tene-

ment
¬

districts of New York The Iowans
seem to think that they have already as
many as they can handle of men and
women In various stages of inchoate
ness whom they are laboring to work
up into American citizens They fear
that establishing a line to the New York
slums may contaminate the Hawkeye
body politic with germs for which they
have no specific There is basis for this
fear Immigrants may be taken to the
fair land of Iowa who will be as detri-
mental

¬

as the Importation of the gipsy
moth or the sparrows Yet experience
shows that if tho immigrants be scat ¬

tered thru the country where our
churches schools and social systems get
a good chance at them some very un-

desirable
¬

men and women can be work-
ed

¬

over into fairly good citizens

If this thing joes on a gentleman of
enterprising business ideas may look
upon a term in prison as a possible
if not probable incident in his career
Tho United States lias quite a squad of
too active business men in the Mounds- -
ville Penitentiary Ohio has some 20 or
more bankers not Including Cassle
Chadwlck In her stone walled Castle
of Silence Simple Life and Hard Labjr
at Columbus The penitentiaries of
other States are similarly well-popul- at

ed A Judge at Toledo O has sen
tenced 23 rich lumber dealers and two
bridge builders to six months In tho
workhouse and let off nine brick manu
facturers with a fine of 1000 each
Bein a fule Is inkonvenlent Josh

Billings used to say but bcin 2 smart
is mitey dangerous

THE OKIifljLV CONSTITUTION

The Constitution tinkers of Oklahoma
are taking thyirsccond guess

They have coftrnunicated with the
i v

President who vqry properly told them
that their Constitution was a matter for
themselves alone and that he would
not presume io dictate or even suggest
They would have to present their work
when complptcdJo their people and if
adopted by thcmit would then have to
undergo the scrutiny of Congress

The Constitutional Convention has re¬

assembled and last week made many

tinkering changes Tho courts were
given power to punish when a contempt
case is committed in the courts pres-

ence

¬

The section was eliminated giving
the Legislature additional power to re-

strict

¬

suffrage qualifications The initia ¬

tive and referendum was emasculated
of the provision for carrying It into
effect in case the Legislature shall re-

fuse
¬

to do so
A provision was Inserted permitting a

merger by legislative enactment of cor-

porations
¬

chartered within the State
but foreign corporations cannot merge

The Legislature was given power to
limit conditions under which foreign
corporations may operate within the
State The provision was eliminated
which prevented foreign corporations
from removing any court proceedings
from State to Federal Courts

An amendment prevents Federal
officeholders and anybody holding a po ¬

sition of profit in another State from
holding any State office The habeas
corpus writ provision was amended so
as not to interfere witli Federal juris-
diction

¬

The State Senators will be in ¬

creased to 44 and Representatives to
109

These look to be aggravating rather
than remedial and their effect will be
to add to the hopeless conflict and con-

fusion
¬

of tho inordinately long docu-

ment
¬

The supreme fault of the Constitu-
tion

¬

is that it is too flagrantly long too
crude too clumsily constructed It tries
to tie up the State forever to a lot of
half ideas and shallow theories that in
five years may be as dead and forgotten
as the Greenback craze or Free Silver

Instead therefore of these little put ¬

tering changes which only add to the
provoking confusion tho whole compli ¬

cated mass should be swept away and
all these matters left where they prop
erly belong with the Legislature as is
the case in other States

A Constitution one page long would
be amply sufficient and a thousand fold
better than the present mass of turbid
Incoherence Gtjjpagcs long

The Department of Oklahoma G A

It has formally protested against the
following features of the Constitution

1 The luibeuscorpus provision
2 The form i the Imprisonment pro ¬

vision whieh will shield every swindler
and every folaxor of virtue under prom
ise of marriage

3 The contempt of court provision
4 The iniquitous apportionment
5 The creation of a multitude of un ¬

necessary offices with high salaries for
which members of the convention are
candidates

G The suffrage provisions
7 The monstrous gerrymanders
8 Initiative and referendum
9 Counties and Countyseats mad1

without reference to the wishes an I

needs of the people
10 Grossly inadequate provisions for

common schools
11 Burdensome and unjust tax pro-

visions
¬

As for ourselves we rather want to
see the initiative and referendum tried
and are therefore not averse to the ex-

periment
¬

in Oklahoma Initiative and
referendum is a humbug and will
quickly demonstrate this when actually
tried

A remarkable stop has been taken by
the Iowa Legislature passing an en-

abling
¬

act permitting the larger cities
those of not less than 25000 inhabit ¬

ants to reorganize on the Galveston
model and Des Moines the Capital has
alrealy availed itself of thl3 permission
There is a movement in the same direc ¬

tion in Kansas and South Dakota and
in Texas Houston Fort Worth Dallas
Ef Paso and Austin are trying the new
plan Don Moines with its 75000 in ¬

habitants is the largest city so far out-

side
¬

of Galveston to venture upon the
experiment The Galveston idea is a
business corporation with a President
and Board of Directors all salaried off-
icers

¬

who devote their entire time to the
affairs of the corporation Galveston Is
ruled by a Commission consisting of a
Mayor and four Commissioners who
are to all intents the same as a Presi-
dent

¬

and Board of Directors of a rail-
road

¬

or a bank This Commission took
hold of Galveston Just after the Hood
and has had remarkable success so far
Houston which had a very inefficient
Government and was suffering severely
from neglect waste and dishonesty has
tried the same experiment with gratify
ing results The Commission has re
tired the debt paved the streets built
schools and improved the water supply
and in the meanwhile reduced the tax
rate The Houston Post says that the
system Is noJongcr an experiment but
a dcmonstratUil success which is worth
its weightln gold

THEilUntJE AS A CENSOR
Mayor Sehmitz angrily resented

Judge Dunncjlecturiiig him Sehmitz
showed hip usual crass ignorance of
public deconcios It is a Judges prime
duty t j expound public morality and
the responjdhuity of officials He Is our
official censor i While our newspapers
ministers find orators preach morality
and honesty unofficially it Is the place
of a Judgq to expound the public con-
science

¬

in thcfweiglity name of the law
The other teachers may say what peo ¬

ple ought to do it Is the Judges func-
tion

¬

to say what they must do how
deeply guilty offenders are and how
well deserved their punishment He
speaks in tho name of all the right
minded people of the community and
therefore his words have a weight that
r j other mans can have Every word
In Judge Dunnes terrific arraignment of
Mayor Sehmitz was well deserved and
should have been spoken Judge Dunne
would have been lacking in tho duty of
his high place if he had not officially
voiced as ho did the stern condemnation
of every decent man and woman in San
Francisco of Mayor Schmitzs atrocious
betrayal of the trust confided to him

CATASTROPHE ON TIIE CEORGIA

Another distressing accident on our
warships ccmes to sadden our people
It is another turret explosion this time
on the battleship Georgia which was
at target practice off Provincetown
Mass By it eight men were killed out-

right
¬

and 13 Injured of whom three
are on the dangeron list Among
those killed was Lieut Caspar Good ¬

rich of Brooklyn X Y son of Rcar
Admiral Goodrich In some manner
not yet known two bags of powder con-
taining

¬

200 pounds became ignited fill
ing tho turret with llames and explo
sions Lieut Goodrich and Seaman
Malek were crazed by the smoke flame
and acrid gas clambered up to the top
of the turret and threw themselves into
the sea There are two theories as to
the cause one being a spark lloating
back from the muzzle of the guns such
as caused previous explosions and an- -

ither a spi rk coming down from the
smokestack There have been four pre
vious explosions of this kind One Jan
18 1903 on the Massachuestts killed
nine men one April 9 1903 on the
Iowa killed three men and wounded
four others one April 13 1904 on the
Missouri killed live officers and 2C en-

listed
¬

men and one April 13 1905 on
the Kearsarge severely wounding three
men

The Georgia is one of the newest bat-

tleships
¬

having been accepted only last
week She is a magnificent fighting
machine of 14500 tons and a speed of
IS knots She carries 24 guns of four
inches and over and 34 smaller guns
It was supposed that sufficient precau-
tions

¬

had been taken after the previous
explosions to prevent such terrible ac
dents in the future This hope appears
not to be justified The smokeless pow-

der
¬

which is used In these guns does
not explode In the open like ordinary
powder but when It is ignited gives off
a dense and poisonous gas which ex-

plodes
¬

with great violence
o

The AVolf came upon the Lamb
drinking from the stream andthe con-

versation
¬

given by Esop followed The
Wolf was about to spring upon the
Lamb and devour him when he sud-

denly
¬

betiiot himself
Goodness what would Dr Wiley

say if he heard of my eating unlabeled
meat he said and trotted away con-

gratulating
¬

himself that tho he was still
hungry he had escaped deadly pto-

maines
¬

Where are you going my pretty
maid

Im going a milking sir she said
Can I go with you my pretty maid

No youre not sterilized sir she
said

Visitors returning from the Jamest-

own- Exposition report it more Jesse
James y than ever

THE llTTEItSlrtJISG MINE

The Second DitlNlon or tlie Tenth Corp
Took a lniRe Share In the Memorable
Event
Editor National Tribune As I have

never seen any account of what our di ¬

vision of the Tenth Corps did at the
Battle of the Mine I thought I would
write my recollections of that miser-
able

¬

affair as Grant justly called it I
was up to the camp of the 4Sth Pa the
regiment that did the work on the
mine July 29 in the afternoon I had
been here tefore when sharpshooting
along the it e and knew some of the
boys I inquired how they were getting
along One Sergeant that I knew told
me they had powder enough under that
fort on the hill to blow it to kingdom
come He told me how many tons there
were but 1 have forgotten now He
said they had run galleries all around
under the wall of the fort so when the
train was fired it would lift the fort up
bodily He also told me that Grant was
going to send a division of the Tenth
Corps to make the assault after the
mine was lired to malic a sure thing of
It the object of attack being a crest
of the bank about 400 yards in the rear
or the fort the idea being that if we
had batteries on the little hill thev
would command Petersburg The Ser-
geant

¬

was very sure of success as he
figured the rebs would run out of the
works on both sides of the fort when
the explosion came and our men could
slip into the works and make every ¬

thing safe before the rebels got over
their scare A splendid scheme I told
him But if there was a division to bj
sent from the Tenth Corps I knew it
would be ours as I knew what Gen
Grant thought of it I would go back
at once When I got back where I be-
longed

¬

on our line of works the boys
thought we were going to Deep Bottom
again But after we had got down over
the hills out of sight of the rebels we
were halted got our supper and lay
down Several brigades passed us ail
going to the right as every one sup ¬

posed for Deep Bottom After dark we
were ordered out but I noticed at once
we were going the other way to the
left AVe went well back In the rear
out of sight and sound of the fort

About 2 in the morning we marched
down Into the lines directly In front ot
the mine Tiie boys were lost as they
saw that that wasn t Deep Bottom at
all I told them where we were as 1

had been there before when sharp- -
shooting along tho line I also told
them about the mine and that we had
been detailed and were marching to
the rear I fell In with my company
and marched up over a little hill and
out to the road In plain sight of the
rebels Then wo took the road that led
to the right of our lines to Deep Bot-
tom

¬

again the boys said After we cot
over the ridge out of sight and hearing
or the rebels we were halted and told
to make our coffee We had supper be
fore dark but still did not move Some
other troops were passing over the
ridge every little while After dark we
were ordered out but I noticed wo were
going to the left instead of the right
We kept back from the front out of
sight and hearing of the rebels

Thought It n 5reat Scheme
About 2 o clock we marcneu down a

little hill into the works in front of the
Ninth Corps Then the boys saw that
It wasnt Deep Bottom I told them
where we were that I was there in the
afternoon told them what the Sergeant
told me The boys thought just as I
did It was a great scheme They were
eager to try It Just as we had got the
works all captured and stacked arms
in our minds there came an order for
us to get back up on to the hill On
our way out we ran onto one of Bum
sides Aids He told our Colonel
Smith who was marching out with our
company wo being the leading com¬

pany and we all heard him make the
statement that they the Ninth Corps
had done all the work and the mine
was on their front Burnsides division
commanders would not stand such a
deal as that they would storm the forts
in front themselves and have the credit
for it

We marched back to tho battery
where the brass cannon were mounted
on the hill Then wo lay down in a lit-
tle

¬

field I thought to myself what a
good time the rebel artillery men would
have If they only knew we were lying
there in tho open field We listened
and waited for the explosion to take
place at 430

Afterward we learned that the fuse
went out and Lent Dourty and Sergt
Rees of tho 48th Pa went Into the

gallery and relighted 11 Brave men
they were I thought and still think
that was the bravest thing that ever
happened for they did not Know or
sure the fuse had gone out It might
have gone oft just as they got in Th y
got it going again and about 530 the
G vplosIon tore off tho bank tno fort
stood on for a distance of 130 feet long
and 50 or GO feet back leaving a hole
about 30 reet deep by 50 or GO feet wide
and 150 feet long where the fort had
stood entirely destroying the garrison
of 300 men that Is I did not see but
four who were alive and they fell in
a swamp between the lines The rebels
were naturally thoroly scared i ney
left the works on both sides of the fort
and ran for dear life They evidently
thought it was the crack of doom for
every cannon on Grants whole line was
firing the second the mine exploded 1

never saw men make any better shots
or any faster firing cannon than the
boys did there where I stood in the
brass battery The panic of the rebels
was complete A boy and dog could
have taken possession of the works for
a mile So far the mine was a great
success

Wc began to look for the inth Corps
We were anxious for Old Glory to climb
into tlie rebels works before they got
over their scare and came running back
again But beyond driving us out of
their way they had made no prepara
tion for a quick rush into tlie rebels
works hadnt even moved the brush
and poles they had put in front of their
picket line to keep the enemy from
jumping them some night Neither did
they have any assaulting columns ready
We looked and looked and wondered
why they did not start A good half
hour passed and then the rebels began
to come trotting back to their works
before we could see anything of storm
ing columns

The Ninth Corps finally went into the
crater most of them to the right By
that time the rebels were coming back
mad as wet hens and they jumped the
Ninth Corps boys in great shape They
got mixed in so close our artillery had
to cease firing

Then another division of the Ninth
Corps went in on the right of the crater
They forced the Confederates back a
little ways Part or the division got
onto the crest beyond the crater but
the rebels were coming all the time and
soon crowded the second division down
Into the crater Then the rebels turned
all their guns they could bring to bear
at left right and center onto that mass
or men crowded into the crater ana
ravine The slaughter was just horri
ble until the Ninth Corps boys got off
the crest out or the way

The Artillery Opens
Then our artillery opened fire again

and drove the rebels back taking tlie
works again and the field was clear
of men except the killed and wounded
By that time two hours had passed and
tho day was lost Lee was sending
troops on the cars to take a hand and
the rebels were coming from all direc-
tions

¬

Some one started Burnsides
black division in They went down thru
the works in two ranks They went
slowly down to the swamp crossed the
creek went up the bank to form a line
of battle in a little field on top of a
bill They got that far all right Just
men Gen A M Curtis came along
Some one called his attention to what a
good line the blacks were forming

Yes he said but when they come
in our guns and artillery will have to
stop Then the rebels will run them
back down into the ravine

They went into the field stayed about
two minutes then we went in to save
the pieces Turning to our Colonel he
ordered him to take his regiment down
to the swamp and the rest of the bri ¬

gade would follow By that time our
battery had to stop firing to keep from
hitting the blacks They went forward
and then they struck the Johnnies skir-
mish

¬

line Those rebel skirmishers put
up the nastiest fight I ever saw They
would jump up and fire right in those
black fellows faces while other rebels
came running from their main line In
a minute or two the black line began
to sway back and forth Their white
officers were all down All at once they
broke all to pieces and started for the
ravine Cur Colonel stepped forward
and then we started We did not wait
to follow the trenches we jumped the
works and made a rush for the swamp
between the lines We lost four men
out of 24 in our company getting down
to the creek The rebels had turned
every available gun they had onto that
little piece of ground between the lines
The air was just filled with shells but
we dashed across the swamp losing our
color bearer and one color guard and
lots of others Some of us jumped over
the creek and some jumped into the
creek and waded out but we soon got
to the bank on the other side of the
swamp There we met the black divi-
sion

¬

coming down the bank which was
about 25 feet high and almost perpen-
dicular

¬

The most of them only made
one jump of it for they were as badly
scared as the rebels had been two hours
betore AVe got orders to halt them
but we did not stop many AVe worked
our way thru them or rather they ran
over us and made to the rear

CJen CurtiM Ientls On
Gen Curtis told us to come on mo-

tioned
¬

with his sword to the rest of the
boys further down the creek and start-
ed

¬

to climb the bank which was cov-
ered

¬

with brush and briars He was
in a desperate hurry to get us up on
top of the bank before the rebels could
get there AVe went up anywhere any
way we could as there were as many
pieces of our regiment as there were
men in it After we got loose from the
blacks I climbed the bank just to the
right ot Gen Curtis and I noticed with
considerable satisfaction altho he was
six feet six inches high and weighed
almost 300 pounds I could climb up a
bank on my hands and knees just about
as fast as he could Avhen we got to
the top of the bank a little squad of us
about 20 I should think our Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel a Captain or two
and a few of the boys the rebels had
three heavy guns right out in front of
us The little rebel Lieutenant in com-
mand

¬

motioned to his men with his
sword to lower the muzzle of the guns
apparently arrald of overshooting us
but he overdid the matter AVhen they
fired the guns the charge struck the
ground in front of us passing under
our feet and throwing us in all direc
tions As soon as I could see anything
I saw Lieut Col Ludwick down on his
knees digging the dirt out of his eyes
witli his hands He had dropped his
sworu and lost his hat He pick
ed up his sword but did not
wait to get his hat He let
that go aiyl jumped up bare ¬

headed but ready as ever I picked up
my rule ana crawled out of the hole I
was In AVhether Curtis went down
with the rest of us I dont know He
was up when I got up That was the
last shot from the rebel artillery as the
rebel infantry had gotten between their
gun and us put on there to sweep us
off the crest of the hill Just then an
ollicer came up the bank Gen Curtis
asked him how the 112th N Y was
making It He said they were all broken
to pieces completely demoralized Gen
Curtis said I know better They may
be all broken to pieces but you cannot
demoralize the 112th N Y

I had always liked him and after
that I would have followed him thru
anything Just then I saw our Hag
coming up over the bank It was the
13th Ind and 169th N Y I shall never
forget how good they looked coming up
out of the smoke and haze of battle not
if I live looo years

I could not see the rest of the flags
on account of the smoke but I knew
they were there Things were coming
our way at last Gen Curtis was In his
element He had a field full of rebels
in his front and more coming His own
brigade was right at hand I watched
him as he looked first at the rebels
then to see how many of his men were
up on top of the bank

Thins Begin to Happen
I knew things would begin to happen

S

soon AVhen about half of our brigade
were in sight the hall opened There
was no preamble no preliminary Cur ¬

tis just swung his sword and started for
the rebels AAe went with him Ae
bumped Into a whole lot of them thatwre following n crooked narrow ra-
vine

¬

down tj the one we had Ju3t
crossed but about 500 yards beliw
wherewe crossed It The Idea appeared
to be to strike us in Hank while the reb
els in front made an attack directly in
our front Curtis sent us to the rlglu
and bumped us into the rebels in the
ravine They were just packed solid
but that did not help them any They
could not use any more of their men
than what were in front of our men
Wc were right on top of them In n
minute within four or five yards of
them Then our boys opened on that
mass of rebels packed in our front The
Spencers and Sharps of our boys wcro
too much for the rebels All who could
set back to the rebel works began to
give way At that time we had gotten
so far to tho right that the rebels who
were in our front when we started were
uncovered and our artillery opened on
them for which we wore truly thank-
ful

¬

The rebels stopped at tho breast ¬

works and some more of their men
came to their assistance from their rear
They struck at us with the butts of their
guns and thrust at our boys with their
bayonets and called us all sorts of bad
names and ordered us to go back Our
boys kept right on tiring their rifles and
crowding up onto the works Soon tho
rebels had to cither throw down their
guns and give up or run back to their
own line of works or he shot down
where they were Some took one course
some another Just at that time we
got orders to halt and hold the works
at any cost As the rebels had been
reinforced heavily there was no telling
what they might do

I looked to the right and saw the col-

ors
¬

of the 4Sth N Y go over the works
Evidently they had not gotten he order
to halt that we had just received I
saw a boy carrying the flag He was
running as fast as he could go a little
In advance of any of his regiment I
stood and looked at him The flag was
streaming back over his shoulders He
was bareheaded his light colored hair
curled all over his head He made the
bravest picture I had ever seen I shall
never forget it He went four or five
yards when all at once the flag fluttered
and dropped to the ground or would
have had not one of the other boys
caught it He took two or three steps
towards where I was standing stag ¬

gered and fell I gave my rifle to Bob
AAarner and went and picked him up
He was so slender and light I carried
him easily Some ot our boys helped
me over the works with him I sat
down with him in my lap He laid his
head upon my shoulder with his face
against mine like a little tired child and
said

You wont let the rebels get me wilt
you

That was all he said I told him
No That ever present horror the

cruelties that were always meted out to
our boys when prisoners by the rebel
Government was evidently the last
thing on his mind

I was looking at the rebels and did
not look at him at all Just then my
Captain Dunham came along and sai I

to me You may as well lay that boy
down He is dead

Gen Urnnt Appenrx
He had died without a struggle ami

I did not notice it I looked at him
then he was shot in the breast tha
ball had gone clear thru him He wad
very handsome with fine delicate fea-
tures

¬

I thought what a pity if he had
been big black and strong like the rest
of us it would not have seemed so sad
I got up with him in my arms and car-
ried

¬

him back a few steps as lots of
men were being rushed in to take our
places when some one jostled me al-

most
¬

knocking me onto him as I waa
laving him down I was mad and said
some things when I heard Gen Grant
say in that smooth even tone of voice
he always used Excuse me I could
not help It They pushed against
me meaning the men that were
crowding against the works Just then
an officer of the 76th Pa Major ir I
remember came up with the tears
running down his cheeks and began to
swear and storm at the mismanagement
that had caused the loss of so many
brave mens lives He evidently had
some idea that Grant was to blame
Grant told him that he sent our divi-
sion

¬

over to make the assault but Burn
side as he commanded that front did
not wish to put them in instead of his
own men so he did not insist upon it

Just then the rebels having all gotten
off the ground between the lines
opened up with a sharp fire from
their breastworks A ball from their
first volley struck the Major in the
head and he fell right at Grants feet
by the side of the boy I had just laid
down I took hold of him and straight-
ened

¬

him around by the side of the
other He was a fine looking man As
I straightened up I looked at Grant Ho
was looking at the boys lying at his
feet I never saw a mans face express
sorrow any plainer than his did Up to
that time I thought with the rest that
lie cared nothing for the death of hi3
men if he only won out After that
glimpse of feeling I changed my mind

AVe were soon relieved and ordered
out AAe went thru that little valley
that w as covered with dead and
wounded so thick we could not step
without stepping on some of them AVe
went up on the hill and back where our
officers had left their horses when we
marched down to the works the night
before stopped and had roll call and
the list of killed and wounded was
made urJ the saddest part of all bat-
tles

¬

An old soldier had been left to
look after the negros and horses He
was killed by a stray bullet from a
rebel gun a mile away and fell right
among the boys who had been under
fire all day Such arc the chances of
war We went two or three miles to
the right and stopped for the night Our
part of the Battle o the Mine was
over J C Rowland Co A 112th X
Y First Brigade Second Division
Tenth Corps Barrow AAis

Veterans In he City
John G Bowers 9th Pa Cav North

Manchester Ind Comrade Bowers who
is a farmer had the misfortune to re-
ceive

¬

five wounds in one of the last en-
gagements

¬

of the war at Rockingham
N C He was one of a party of forag ¬

ers when they ran into an overwhelm-
ing

¬

number of AAheelers Cavalry Two
of them were killed two severely
wounded and two taken prisoners out
of the 13 Comrade Bowers is a farmer

Col AAilliam Hemstreet ISth Mo
Brooklyn N Y Comrade Hemstreet
was the Judge Advocate of Gen Joseph
Mowers Division all thru its experi-
ences

¬

until the round up of its history
by the march thru the Carolinas was
educated as a lawyer but became a law
stenographer which occupation he fol-
lowed

¬

until recently when
compelled him to retire

John I McKenny 23d Mich Sagi¬

naw Mich Comrade McKenny who
has been a successful farmer in several
States including Maryland and Air
ginia now finds himself with Ids family
scattered all over the country and
makes his home in Saginaw with one
daughter who remains with him He is
employed as a janitor in the public
schools and is as bright alert and capa-
ble

¬

as he was when he carried a musket
in his splendid old regiment

104th Fa
Editor National Tribune Please give

a short history of the 194th Pa E M
Fairchild AVhito Haven

The 194th Pa was organized at Har
risburg from July 17 1S64 to serve 100
days and mustered out Nov 5 1S64
The Colonel was James Nagle and the
regiment served In the Third Separata
Brigade Eighth Army Corps under
Gen H H LockwooO Editor National
Tribune


