
-- p5gSS5BI88KOSSSHp-S

Wa
ONE DOLLAR A YEAR

W -l-
-V 14

OUR OLDEST NATIONAL SORE

A 300YEAROLD DISPUTE REFERRED TO THE HAGUE

Trouble Over the Newfoundland Fisheries Began With the

First Settlement Repeated Wars and a Threat of War With

Every Generation New England Fishermen Fight France and

Great Britain Many Futile Efforts to Settle Dispute New-

foundland

¬

the Disturbing Element Embittered Against Canada

France the United States and Great Britain

Ileal Work for The Hague
A bit of real work for the Peace Con-

ference
¬

at The Hague has been found
in the reference to it of that oldest and
at times most aching of our National
sores the Newfoundland fisheries ques-

tion
¬

Trouble over the Newfoundland fish-

eries
¬

began immediately with the ar-

rival
¬

of the first English settlers and
has continued ever since It was one
of the leading causes in several wars
and has periodically threatened war to
almost every generation

The rich fishing around Newfound ¬

land on the Newfoundland banks at-

tracted
¬

the attention of the plain prac-
tical

¬

Puritans as a more substantial
source of wealth tlun the rainbow chas ¬

ing after gold mines and when the his-

toric
¬

colony settled in Lcvden askeJ

THE SACKED COD
antes I for a grant to settle in New

England the old pedant asked
What profit might arise

The agent of the Puritans answered
Fishing

The King replied
So God have my soul tis an honest

trade twas the Apostles own calling
The grant was made Within two

years after landing on Plymouth Book
the colonists began sending back fish
and before the end of the century were
tending immense quantities of fish to
all the countries of western Europe and
the thriving plantations in the Wet
Indies The Massachusetts fishing towns
became very rich and populous with
Marblehead second only to Boston The
sacred codfish as it was humorously

called became an article of intense im-
portance

¬

in Massachusetts political
economy and a gilded imago of the fish
hung in the Slate House where it was
In constant view1 of the General Court

Trouble at Once
There was fighting tho from the

start The French were a century
ahead of the English In the fisheries
end the French Kings were encouraging
their subjects to engage in the business
both as a source of profit and as a
nurj ery for the French navy Appar-
ently

¬

the French prospered much more
rapidly than the English for they built
a wonderful town at Louisbourg where
they had an immense fortress mount-
ing

¬

more than 200 cannon The city
had nunneries palaces gardens and all
the apnurtenances of great wealth It
was estimated that more than COO ves-
sels

¬

manned by 27000 men went out
from Louisbourg to fish on the banks

Englishmen also sailed across theocan to fish and the quarrels between
England and France at home were
sharpened by the contests between the
fishermen on the banks By the treaty
of Ryswick which ended an Anglo
French war In 1697 the French claimed
supreme control of everything east of
Kennebec River and the seeds were
sown for another war five years later
The French lost something in this for
the treaty of 1713 acknowledged theright of the English fishermen to the
whole ot the Newfoundland coast ex-
cept

¬
some little islands and landing

places which more than 200 years latercame near bringing England andFrance into war One of Queen Annes
Ministers was impeached for high trea-
son

¬

for conceding this much to the
French

The feeling in New England was so
high that In 1745 the fishermen led by
one of their number William Pepper
dl of the Isles of Shoals organized a
regular military expedition and took
Louisbourg for which Pepperell was
made a baronet

When the British under Wolfe took
Canada the French right to tho Islands
of St Pierre and Mlquelon and their
privilege of fishing along the coasts of
Newfoundland and drying their fish on
chore were continued

In the meanwhile the Yankees were
having trouble right along with the
British An English company claimed
the right to tax all tho Yankee fishing
vessels in the Newfoundland waters
and this was one of the disputes that
led to the civil war between Charles I
and arliament Parliament had sided
with the colonists and English fishermen
Next the English tried to discourace
the transatlantic competition with the
home fishermen by breaking up the
fishing settlements in Newfoundland
burning the houses and driving away
the settlers It was found that the
Yankee fishermen profited by this rath-
er

¬

than the Englishmen and the set-
tlers

¬

were allowed to return to New¬

foundland but the Massachusetts men
were more enterprising and had bigger
ships Then began the enmity between
Newfoundland and Massachusetts which
lasts to this dav

The Iletoloflon Conic
Then came the Revolution and the

English tried to starve the Yankees Into
submission by driving them off the fish-
ing

¬

grounds Tho Yankees got more
than even by becoming privateers and
they sent out against the British ships
a musketo fleet manned by the bravest
and most skilful seamen In the world
During the war they captured more
than half the great mass of shipping
taken from he British

When the treaty of peace was made
John Adamsfturdy ohl Yankee made
his ultimatum that there sfiouiu be a
clause reading

That the people of the United States
shall continue to enjoy unmolested the
right to take fish of every kind upon
the Grand Bank and on all other banks
of Newfoundland also In the Gulf of
Et Lawrence and at all other places In
pie sea where the Inhabitants of both
countries used at any times to fish and
iolso that the inhabitants of tho United
States shall nave liberty to take fish of
very kind on such part of tho coast of

fciL

Newfoundland as British fishermen
shall use and also on the coasts bays
and creeks of all other of His Britannic
Majestys dominions in America

In the War of 1S12

The British strove to get even by ex-

cluding
¬

the Yankees from the very
profitable market they had been hav-
ing

¬

in the West Indies
The breaking out of the War of 1S12

brought about the same conditions as
the Revolution The British men-of-w- ar

chased the fishermen off the bank- -
and they retaliated by becoming priv-
ateer- and inflicting such injury upon
British commerce as to make English
merchants long for peace They manned
the glorious old Constitution in her
splendid victories over the British frig-
ates

¬

and v hen peace came 500 men
from Marblehead alone were released
from Dartmoor Prison

In the negotiations for peace the

British Commissioners strove hard for
a relinquishment of the rights granted
in the previous treaty but the American
Commissioners announced that they
would break off negotiations first The
British signed again but made condi-
tions

¬

so unpleasant that in IS 18 the
Americans agreed to a modification
which by retaining a portion of the
shores of Newfoundland and Labrador
they aereed not to fish within three
marine leagues of the remainder

The fisheries question entered promi-
nently

¬

into our fifty four forty or
fight campaign and had much to do
with our hacking down from that ulti-
matum

¬

Even such great statesmen as
Daniel Webster were willing to trade off
the Northwest for concessions cj to
codfish

Newfoundland n Vigorous Kicker
In 1S52 the troubles between the fish-

ermen
¬

imd the British authorities
reached such an acute stage that we
sent war vessels into those-- waters to
protect our fishermen and it looked for
a time as if war could not be averted
A compromise was arrived at by which
American fishermen were prohibited
from taking shell fish shad or salmon
but were given the right of landing on
any part of the British coast and of dry-
ing

¬

their fish and nets upon the Magda
lena Islands Similar privileges were
extended to British fishermen upon the
American coast noith of 30 degrees
and a recipioclty treaty was agreed up-
on

¬

by which Canadian wheat fish and
timber were allowed free entrance to
this country Newfoundland shrieked
that hci interests were beim sacrificed
to those of Canada and then began herenmity to the mainland which has kept
her out of the Dominion ever since

The reciprocity treaty expired by
limitation In 18GC and then trouble
broke out again The Newfoundlanders
began harassing the Yankee fishermen

t2
JYt

who to the Government for
protection

Tlie Joint High
The matter was made one of the

subjects for the celebrated Joint High
Commission which met in Washington
in ISTt In the treaty then agreed
upon citizens of the United States were
allowed to take fish of every kind except
shell fish along the shores of Canada
but not to fish in the rivers for shad
and salmon British subjects were to
have the Same privileges 6ft the coast
of the United States north of 39 de-
grees

¬

Canada was to have free trade
with the United States in all fishery
products save fish of inland lakes and
rivers and fish preserved In oil

It was assumed that the United States
received much tho greater benefit from
this treaty and a Commission was pro-
vided

¬

to assess the amount the United
States should pay for these concessions
The Belgian Minister was made the
head of the Commission and the Unit- -

J - -- - - Jzgg9liijtZ -

D C 1907

ed States was outmanuvered in the
award which was to the effect that this
Government should pay Gteat Britain
the sum of 5 500000 or more than
one third of the Alabama award for
the privileges granted The Govern-
ment

¬

paid this sum In 187S and the
fishermen of the two countries entered
upon equal enjoyment of the privileges
of the banks for the period of 12 years
The people of Newfoundland were again
profoundly angered at what they called
a sacrifice of their rights to Canada and
took every opportunity to harass the
American fisherman In 1S78 several
Gloucester vessels taking in cargoes of
frozen herring at Fortune Bay New-
foundland

¬

were attacked by the people
their nets cut up and the crews driven
away The pretext was that certain
local laws were being violated but the
British Government gave tho crews of
the vessels 75000 for damages

The Moilus VlteiMll
The treaty terminated in 1SS5 and

again trouble broke out with the New
foundland people clamorous for their
rights and privileges and bitter against
the United States They seized several
of our fishing vessels and committed
some other acts which so incensed Con-
gress

¬

that in 1SS7 a law was passed
authorizing the President at his discre
tion to close American ports to Cana
dian vessels and merchandise The dis-
cretion

¬

was never exercised and In 1S88
Secretary Bayard and Minister Cham-
berlain

¬

agreed upon a treaty which the
Senate refused to ratify The two Min
isters agreed upon a modus Vivendi
which two years Inter the Dominion
Parliament enacted a law against the
bitter opposition of Newfoundland

The modus Vivendi still continues
tho there have been a number of abor
tive attempts to arrange a definite
treaty The claims on both sides are
based upon differing Interpretations of
the previous treaties and they Tire so
conflicting that the statesmen of the
two countries have been unable to come
together with Newfoundlands stub
born adhesion to her claims as a dis-
turbing element

The Canadian Government has in
sisted that the three mile limit shall
be determined by a line drawn from
headland to headland where the Amer-
icans

¬

have Insisted that the three mile
limit should follow the sinuosities of the
coast We were greatly hampeifd in
our assertion of this doctrine when we
attempted to make the Bering Sea a

closed sea against the seal poachers
The Canadians have also contended
most vigorously that the stipulations

the entrance of American ves ¬

sels into Canadian bays and harbors for
repairs shelter wood and water should
be deemed privileges of humanity and
not embodied in a treaty

The lan attempt to settle this ques ¬

tion was made by a Joint High Com ¬

mission which met in Washington in
1899 but adjourned without coming to
any agreement Therefore the refer-
ence

¬

to The Hague This reference has
been the more willingly made by the
British Government because New¬

foundland has constantly shrieked that
Great Britain was sacrificing her to the
interests of the Empire and that Can-
ada

¬

was aiding and abetting in this sac-
rifice

¬

in order to get favors from the
United States The Newfoundlanders
are therefore in a state of quasi rebel-
lion

¬

against both Great Britain and
Canada and It is hoped that a decision
of The Hague Congress will be accepted
as more authoritative than that by the
British Government

Xcufoiuitllnnd nnd France
Newfoundland has also

Great Britain with France sometimes
to the point of threatening war between
the two countries The Newfoundland ¬
ers have been bitterly opposed from the
firsfto all the treaties giving the French
any rights in those waters And they
have repeatedly attacked the French
vessels the fishing places and the can ¬

ning establishments and committed
outrages that highly irritated the
French Government They claim that
the concessions to the French are in-
herently

¬
wrong since they deprive

Newfoundland of control of her own
soil that the French fishermen are
wanton violators of Newfoundland laws
and that they catch and can lobsters
which were expressly excluded in theprevious treaties France has had to
send war vessels to the islands of St
Pierre and Miquelon to protect her peo- -
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MAI OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND TUL FRENCH ISLANDS
appealed

Comiulxnton

5

allowing

embroiled

pie and slu-- values her fishing privileges
so highly that she has refused all prop ¬

ositions fro 11 Great Britain to buy them
Many thousand Bretons obtain a liveli-
hood

¬

from these fisheries and It Is a
stoat nursery for the French navy
There arc only 93 square miles in the
little Islands of St Plerre and Miquelon
with a population of C352 but 1722
vessels enter the port annually and
something like 2000000 worth of cod-
fish

¬

is sent to France
Newfoundland and Mb People

Newfoundland which has been the
chief factor in all this trouble is a
rocky island of comparatively little
value for other purposes than fishing
It has 40200 square miles of area or
about the size ot the State of Ohio
The country Is mountainous with tho
ranges rising to the hlght of 2000 feet
or nearly as high as the Allegheny

Continued on page two
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The Work Two Years Ago Is Still

On and Some

One of the spiciest law matters in
prospect is the further of
Western land frauds Before many
months go by the of the
Interior and of Justice propose to make
a few land grabbers in Colorado Wyo ¬

ming and Utah take notice Some po-

litical
¬

big wigs are llkeyl to be in ¬

volved There are rumors that these
will affect the

of the United States Senate At any
rate the men who have Illegally gob-

bled
¬

up enormous tracts of coal lands
In the States mentioned will be brought
to book if everything goes well

The for these prosecu-
tions

¬

have been going on for two years
in as many as a half dozen Western
States The for the work
have been in Denver A secret service
force of about 100 men have been oc-

cupied
¬

in digging up the evidence The
Grand Jury at Denver has already re-

turned
¬

indictments against 5C persons
for land frauds and this is only the
beginning United States District At-

torney
¬

Earl Cranston a son of Bishop
Cranston of the Methodist Episcopal
Church has been intrusted with the

and will be aided by spe-

cial
¬

counsel
It is estimated that about 1000000

acres of coal and timber lands have
been acquired in the States
of Utah Colorado and Wyoming The
evidence is said to be of the most con-
vincing

¬

clutiacter showing that men
were hired to take up
valuable land and as toon as they got
possession of it turned this land over
to the that was employing
them Probably some of tho heads of
these will be indicted un-

less
¬

the Governments present plansfall
thru And If the criminal
result In convictions tha Government
will Institute civil to recov
er the land of whiVli it hal been fraudu-
lently

¬

deprived In some Instances the
coal has been mined and the timber cut
from laud acquired
Whether efforts shall be made to re ¬

cover In such case has not been de-

termined
¬

The of these frauds was
begun by former Secretary of the In-

terior
¬

Hitchcock who had struck pay
dirt before he yielded his ollice to
Secretary Garfield The latter how¬

ever has been pressing the investiga
tions with g eat energy and is desirous
of putting the land jail

The Wsns filany of Them

to Enter the Service It

Offers - r

A minor law matter of the week Is a
scheme by the General Land Office in
the of the Interior to re-

cruit
¬

a lot of lawyers from tho students
of the law schools of the country and
train them to become first claws Special
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obstacles in the way and It lcmains to
be seen whether thcie can be removed
If they can be a lot of young men of
legal aspirations will probably forego
the experience of hanging out shingles
on their office fronts and waiting for
clients and Instead become round- -
shouldered pallid Government clerks
dead to ambition anil concerned chiefly
in methods of killing time between 9
a m and 430 p m ot the few days
now left for Government service after
holidays and half holidays and Summer
vacations and sick leaVes are deducted

The idea of the officials
is to persuade law school students to
take Civil Service with a
view to spending their vacations as Spe-
cial

¬

Agents of the Land Ollice In the
field They could devote three or four
months to this work every year nnd
then return to law school and pursue
their studies By the time they were
ready to graduate the Department
would like to take them right into the
General Land Office and give them
clerical desks where they could fa-
miliarize

¬

themselves for two years with
the ollice work But it is there that
the chief obstacle In the shape of the
Civil Service law comes In No way has
yet been found by which ¬

of these young lawyers with diplo-
mas

¬

freshly In hand could be assured
If it can be then tho of the
Interior officials will feel elated and
will try to put the scheme Into practice
If they find the way they would send
the young lawyers atter two years of
service in the office out into the field
as full fledged and well trained Special
Agents Thete Agents of the General
Land Office must to be successful know
a great deal of law for law questions
are coming up constantly In connection
with their official duties By the plan
outlined It Is claimed that tho Govern-
ment

¬

would be assured of well trained
and competent agents who would look
upon their work as and
who would less likely be uceptlble to
the Influences ot designing politicians

It Is not certain how
young law students would take to such
a plan It would appeal if at all to
the students of slender means to whom
the porslble salary of 2000 or J4000
a year in the course of a few years and
a living wage from tho moment of their

would look more attractive
than the long and lean waiting for
clients to come In the cities however
young lawyers nowadays haye to servo
a long generally as
clerks and a position as Law Clerk
with tho Government Is quite as digni-
fied

¬

and probably more lucrative than a
position as law clerk to a private firm
of attorneys Then tho young lawyer
who becomes a trained Special Agent
of tho General Land Ollice has oppor-
tunities

¬

of spying out the country and
of finding an place even-
tually

¬

In which to hang out his shingle
The demands for young

lawyers is growing yearly as the situa-
tion

¬

in the General LandOlllce demon-
strated

¬

The Increasing number and
of the Federal laws make

a legal knowledge moro and moro val-
uable

¬

to one in service
There are now llteiallyf thousands of
young lawyers in the Government ser-
vice

¬

who have never swept out an office
or copied briefs as the young lawyers
of 25 years ago had to do In starting
out Tho pay is not very large 1600
or 2000 is an average figure for a
Government Law Clerl but It is
enough to be attractive to many young
men who dread tho period of starva ¬

tion which must precede the acquisition
of enough clients to assure a good liv-
ing

¬

u m
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WESTERN LAND FRAUDS

Secretary Hitchcock Started

Going Promises Staggering Developments- -

prosecution

Departments

prosecutions membership

preparations

headquarters

prosecutions

fraudulently

systematically

corporation

corporations

proceedings

proceedings

fraudulently

investigation

grabberclnto

FOR YOUNG LAWYERS

Government

Prospects

Department

Department

examinations

theappoint-
ment

Department

professional

eiithuslastlcally

graduations

apprenticeship

advantageous

Governments

complications

thoGovernmcnt
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Probably no other branch in the Gov-

ernment
¬

service otters better oppor-
tunities

¬

for promotion It is compara-
tively

¬

easy for an able Law Clerk to
move up All the Departments and
Bureaus now have several good legal
positions wheie men are occupied in
analyzing and interpreting statutes and
weighing the advisability ot this or that
line ot action Many of these advisers
become experts In their special
branches and no outside practice qual ¬

ifies men to be such experts The law
of the Customs Service tha law of the
Immigration Service and the law of the
Postal Service for example are each
of such magnitude now as to warrant
lawyers devoting special study to them
and there are cases where such Gov-
ernment

¬

experts make themselves well
nigh indispensable

JUDGE ALTON B PARKER

He Headed Off a Criticism of the Presi

dents Critfcisers Has Parker Farther

Political Aspirations

There has been still another law sen-
sation

¬

in the week passing That was
at the meeting of the American Bar
Association held at Portland Ale
where an attempt was made to censure
President Roosevelt for his criticisms
of the Federal judiciary George White
lock a prominent lawyer ot Baltimore
tried to get consideration ror a resoiu
tion deprecating the Presidents mes
sage to Congress April 18 1900 in
which he comments on the administra-
tion

¬

of an immunity bath to the Beef
Trust barons and also that part of his
annual message to Congress last De ¬

cember in which the President main ¬

tains tho wholesomeness of criticism of
the judiciary Tho resolution would
have committed this influential associa
tion of American lawyers to a respect ¬

ful but earnest protest against the
Presidents attitude It was choked off
however thru the co oneration of Al
ton B Parker Democratic candidate
for President against Mr Roosevelt
three yearn aso and President of the
American Bar Association it was a
nice courtesy for Mr Parker to pay
his successful rival especially when
there was shown to be a very decided
sentiment in the convention favorable
to the resolution But for Judge Par ¬

ker to have done otherwise would have
subjected him to much criticism Fur
thermore it was regarded as a delicate
subject for the American Bar Associa
tion to discuss strongly as its members
might feel In the matter

Incidentally it is worth noting that
Judge Parker Is understood to cherish
an ambition to secure another Presi
dential nomination in spite of the fact
that he was the worst beaten candidate
ever nominated by the Democratic Par
ty It is difficult for one to conceive of
circumstances under which the party
would again nominate a candiVlato who
had proven a great failure Probably
Judge Parker feels that great injustice
was done him and that when the Amer-
ican

¬

people come to realize this as they
may there will bo a disposition to rec-
ompense

¬

him politically
His assertions as a candidate that

theie was law enough on the Federal
statute books to punish the trusts if
these laws were enforced has been well
proven in spite of the declamation and
tho hurrah on the Republican side The
assertions that the corporations were
contributing abundantly to the Roose
velt campaign fund altho denounced by
Mr Roosevelt as unqualifiedly false
was proven true in the insurance inves
tigations Judge Parker knew of these
things when he was running as a candi-
date

¬

and based his insinuations against
tho President on this knowledge But
he felt compelled to observe certain
nice questions of honor with the result
that President Roosevelt came back at
him in the very last hours of the cam ¬

paign like a thousand of bricks the
public acclaimed- - the Presidents strik
ing propensities and rushed to tho polls
to vote for him Probably It would
have made no difference if Judge Par-
ker

¬

In his Brooklyn speech had come
out and specified the hundreds of thou
sands of dollars contributed by the in
surance companies toward Mr Roosc
velts election The nnimals eyes were
sot by that time and nothing could

have prevented Roosevelts
And yet Judge Parker naturallv

smarts under such indignities as almost
any man would But the great mass of
people hae forgotten all about what
Judge Parker said in the campaign of
1U04 Tiiey wanted the strenuous Ted
dy would have nobody else and cared
little what campaign appeal anybody
else was making The safe and sane
cry was not a popular cry for 1904 all
of which was very much Judge Parkers
misfortune And it Is very improbable
that the country will give him verv
much attention hereafter except for
mat portion or its citizens who follow
events closely and do their own think-
ing

¬

unbiased by the selfish interpreta
tions of self seeking politicians Wheth
er Paiker would have made as good n
President as Roosevelt has made no one
can say

STRIKKS AND TOLITICS

Labor Troubles AIwaj M Hurt the Tarty
In Power Iteuilnlivences of the An
thraeile Strike
In connection with the anthracite

coal cases some important points of
law as well as or pontics are brought
out by the answers of the Philadelphia

Reading Railway Company and al-
lied

¬

companies to the suit of the Fed-
eral

¬

Government to break up the al-
leged

¬

monopoly in the anthracite coal
regions of Pennsylvania These an-
swers

¬

also bring back vividly some po-
litical

¬

history of the Presidential cam-
paign

¬

of 1900 President George Baer
of the Philadelphia Reading un-
doubtedly

¬

inspired the portion of the
answers which has its sting for the
Republican Party when he says that
the increase in tho price of coal was
due primarily to tho late Senator Han
nas intercession to settle the strike lest
It work to tho prejudice of McKinley
and Roosevelt In the States of Indiana
Ohio and Illinois where there were
many thousands of coal miners The
reference is to the first anthracite
strike of course and not to the second
which came in 1902 and which also
was tho subject of political interference
For while there was no Presidential
election that year Chairman Joseph
Weeks Babcock of the Republican Con-
gressional

¬

Committoe was terribly dis-
turbed

¬

lest the contest the miners were
making in the anthracite fields of Penn-
sylvania

¬

should have sympathizers In
the soft coal fields of several Western
fields and result in tho election of a
States and result in the election of a
Democratic House ot Reppresentatlves

sc

itom
VOTXXV

c w-cy-j-
Z mr r

His JrTivace Opinion
Macedonian appeals were made to
President Roosevelt and as a matter ot
fact were instrumental in bringing
about the Anthracite Coal Commission
and the arbitration of the strike

President Bacrs attorneys say that the
violence and intimidation of the strik-
ing

¬

nine workers by the failure of the
State of Pennsylvania and of the Unit-
ed

¬

States Government to enforce law
and protect the coal companies and the

of the late Senator Han
na who that year was Chairman of
tho Republican National Committee
brought about the agreements to ad-
vance

¬

the price of coal Of course as
Mr Baer is known to be a Democrat
his thrust Is deprived of some of Its
effect and yet it is a decidedly strong
rejoinder from a popular standpoint
The truth of what he says is recognized
by those who were familiar with politi ¬

cal conditions that year Ever after the
great Homestead strike of JS92 which
many men believe was largely respon-
sible

¬

for the election of President Cleve-
land

¬

Republican leaders have become
very wary of permitting a great strike
to run a long time during a general
campaign The party in power buffers
almost invariably It is only natural
that laboring men should take advan ¬

tage of such a condition in striking for
higher wages and they have worked
the grand old party to the limit in the
campaigns ot the last 10 years For
that reason big strikes have been more
prevalent on years when there are
State or Presidential
elections

AX IMMUNITY BATH

Aitornej fienernl rioniipnrtc Decides
Ttint Hie CIiIciiko V Alton Company Ii
Uxciupt From Prosecution
Thcso be sunny Autumn days for the

lawyers The Nation seems to have
run wild to law as far as the Govern ¬

ment and the administration of public
affairs are concerned Litigation iiid
lawyers are just now uppermost almost
everywhere The people are talking
about law and laws The lawyers are
consulting

Freshest and uppermost in this realm
of litigation is another immunity bath
The term of immunity bath was liisl
coined about two years ago when the
Beef Trust barons took a plunge and
William H Moody then Attorney -- General

was on the scene in Chicago try ¬

ing desperately to save the Govern-
ments

¬

case He first uttered the woids
as the beef barons splashed merrily
about claiming that tho Go eminent
could not proceed against them Now
it is not a trust baron but a railroad
that gets an immunity bath the Chi ¬

cago Alton which has probably been
more on the public lips than any other
railroad name of recent dajs After
Judge Landis had lined tho Standard
Oil Trust a few millions for rebating
and announced that ho would try the
Chicago Alton for the same offenses
it was popularly supposed that that lino
of transportation was in the soup
Now it turns out that instead of being

in the soup the railroad is in an im ¬

munity bath but not so deeply sub-
merged

¬

that the locomotives cannot
pass over without putting out the fires

AH this Is because Attorney General
Bonaparte has spoken after much talk
has passed back and forth as to wheth ¬

er Judge Landis would make good his
promise from the bench to bring the
Chicago Alton into court and make
that road hop up as high tor rebat ¬

ing as he made the Standard Oil Trust
Ever since early August when the fine
was imposed one has heard that the
Chicago Alton would not have an im ¬

munity bath and that the Chicago
Alton would have an immunity bath
And so it has been going back and forth
till nobody except the

knew just what to believe Now
the suspenso is oer

When the Grand jury assemoieu
Chicago Tuesday in the room of the
United States Court for the Northern
District of Illinois District Attorney
Edwin W Sims was present He held
in his hand a typewritten letter dated
from Lenox Mass where Attorney
General Bonaparte Is spending most of
the Summer and a part of tho Autumn
It was a long and formidable looking
letter It started out by quoting what
Judge Landis said nnd then showed ut
length what the officials of the Chicago

Alton had done toward helping the
Government out of a tight place when
by a curious legal complication there
was a time limit upon the bringing or
Indictments against the Standard Oil
Company and again how the Chicago

Alton officials helped tho Government
by testimony and by records to convict
tho Standard Oil Company in court An
agreement giving the railroad immuni
ty was made by tne uovernment and
Attorney General Bonaparte in his letter
says it would be alike unworthy and

sittej jaifr5aaSJi8ft3w feeIi3iia

1 S ol

NO 45 WHOLE NO 1360
lj

mm

Importunities

Congressional

Attorney-Gener- al

s t

impolitic for the Government of tha
United States to get the benefit of such
an agreement as was made in this case
at least invery large part and then as-
sert

¬

doubtful grounds on which to re-
pudiate

¬

its pledge of immunity Thru
the agreement the indictment of the
Standard Oil Company of Indiana ml
made possible and its conviction at the
trial at least greatly facilitated I can
find no sufficient ground to deny to the
Chicago Alton Railroad Company and
its officers the immunity which consti-
tuted

¬

the consideration for the aid thus
afforded It is proper to say in this
connection that I was personally ignor ¬

ant of the fact that such an agreement
had been made until informed of it by
Mr C-- B Mjirrlsoii former District At
torney after the Grand Jury had been
summoned by Judge Landis

Attorney General Bonaparte in fur-
ther

¬

setting forth the immunity bath
for tho railroad remnrks that it is
needless to say that tho Department
recognizes its full and sole responsibili-
ty

¬

for both the pledge and the action
now taken in accordance with it

Therefore the prospects of further
big fines accruing to the Government
on account of rebating fades But there
are new rebating eases at Jamestown
N i where the wash of tho immuni-
ty

¬

bath need not be feared and where
the prosecutions of the Standard Oil
Company and also of two or three rail-
roads

¬

will be pressed in this period of
great law activity

ARE THEY STILL SINNING

Reporln That Some of the llarrlmnn
Itoails Are Yet Vlolatlns the Rebate
Law
There is new and portcntious law ac-

tivity
¬

on the part of the Interstate Com-

merce
¬

Commission or at least on the
part of that portion of it comprised in
the person of Commissioner Franklin
K Lane Mr Lane has returned from
the woods and lakes of the Rangeley
region ot Maine full of vigor and feel-
ing

¬

ery aggressive Mr Lane has been
the live wire of the Commission ever
since Senator Forakers six months ob ¬

jection to his confirmation by the Sen-
ate

¬

was withdrawn and now he Is go ¬

ing after things more vigorously than
ever He it was who devised and car-
ried

¬

to a finality the investigation ot
one E H Harriman

The Interstate Commerce Commis
sion presumably is not a prosecuting
body but Mr Lane is willing to make
it that in effect Tor he is going out after
evidence to show that railroads are
even now giving rebates When he
started off on his Midsummer vacation
in Maine he quietly dispatched a few
special agents into the West where
they began to search -- the books of rail ¬

roads doing interstate business and
probed other sources of information for
evidence No positive statements are
made but the information has leaked
out that the special agents have found
some very interesting evidence of re-

cent
¬

rebating and that some roads
presumably certain of the Harriman
transcontinental lines have been ac-

commodating
¬

friends with rates lower
than the published schedules

If all this pans out there should be
interesting times at law There is an
Imprisonment penalty for rebating that
occurred after Aug 2S 1906 and if
Mr Harrimans roads have been rebat ¬

ing somebody is in danger ot a prison
sentence Anyway Commissioner Lane
has gone hot footed to the -- Pacific
Coast and proposes to get a look at
some of thR evidence and to bear a
hand in proving it He is a lawyer by
profession and would like nothing bet ¬

ter than an opportunity to help put a
railroad magnate behind the bars and
thus satisfy the public clamor first
started by W J Bryan If Mr Lane
finds that his special agents have se-

cured
¬

tho goods he will turn the
cases over to the Department of Justice
and there will be some new and Inter-
esting

¬

prosecutions
As the railroads have all been em-

phatic
¬

in asserting that rebating ceased
with the enforcement of the Elkins law
it will be especially instructive to as ¬

certain whether the railroad oflieiuU
have been truthful In their declarations
nnd have in good faith tried to observe
the Federal laws if they have it will
help their case in tho great court ot
public opinion and if they have not
there will be more radical agitation
from which the good and bad railroads
will suffer alike There have been com ¬

plaints from numerous shippers in sev-
eral

¬

sections of the country that rebat-
ing

¬

continued but not much credence
lias been given them because of em
phntic statements in railroad circles that
railroad officials were very glad of con-
ditions

¬

that helped them to resist tha
clubbing of great corporations that
wanted shipping favors


