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WASHINGTON, D. C, THURSDAY,

’ AN OLD MAN'S LIFE THREAD.

—_——

. SOLE BOND OF UNION OF THE DISCORDANT AUSTRIA-

’ HUNGARIAN EMPIRE.

! Fears That Kaiser Franz-Josef is On His Death-Bed—Will His

*  flistoric Realm Fall to PiecesP—Irreconcilable Strife Among

" the Three Races—Germans, Magyars and Slavs—The Country

 Only Held Together for Years by Afiection for the Aged
Emperor-King. =

—

: All Europe is thrown into a tumultjsant, with never-ending conflicts among
@of anxiety by the news that the aged|these races and their representatives.
Emperor-King Franz Josef is seriously The Magyars, who took possession of
11l. That strange. {ll-assorted congerie of [the Hungarian basin, reduced to slaves
hopelessly confiicting races, the dualithe Slays, whom they found there, an_d,
Empire of Austro-Hungary. has only (have since kept them in a more or less
! been held together for the last 41 vears servile condition. The Turks in thl’iE
. by the persunality of the man who is|invasion of Europe extended thelr rula

@ow probably on his deathbed. over the Slavs on the Lower Danube,

i

EMPEROR—KING FRANZ JOSEPH. /
(Franz Joseph has hizs dinner served at his desk, and works as he eats.))

) After his death—what?

This is the gquestivn that thrills Bu-
rope with anxiety, for its answer may
be that constantly predicted, most terri-
ble of all political events, a general
European war.

Some Ancient History.

It will be impossible to comprehend
the gravity of the conseguences follow-
Ing Franz Josels death without a little

and penetrated as far as Vienna in the
Bavarian Basin, where the struggle be-
tween Christlanity and Mohammedan-
ism went on for centuries. The Teutonic
peoples Imposed their rule upon the
Slavs they found in the upper basin of
the Danube, and treated them very
much as the Magyvars had. In fact, we
Eet our word slave from the servile con-
dition of that race. Every people in Eu-

taire used to say was neither holy, Ro-
man nor an Empire. It was, in fact,
from the first a discordant aggregation
with States Rights carried to extremes
aud the dominant Germans represented
by the house of Hapsburg playing off
each little Principality’s local prejudices,
hatred and animosities against the oth-
ers in order to divide and successfully
rule them. These basins played an
enormous part in this political game.
In the great basins were smaller basins,
each shut off from the others by pre=
cipitous mountains, with little communi-
cation between them. Therefore, neigh-
borhood prejudices, spites amd bigotry
haidl the greatest opportunities to de-
velop and continue, Besides Austria
proper,
Duchy, there were the little Kingdoms,
Duchies and Principalities of Salzburs,
Styria, Bosnis, Herzegovinia, Carinthia,
Carniola, Tyrol = Vorarlberg, Bohemia,

'First Steps Toward It to Be Taken This Week—A Fom_lal Call
to Be Issued for the Meeting of the Republican National Com-

mittee—What It Will Mean.

The very first formal action with ref-
erence to the Republican campalgn for

{the Presidency will be taken Iate this|they
‘weel, That I, the opening of the ball, |enced.

P - sl | . g . . a nti v = 5t. Paul almost nny American
which was originally n Grand |1t Wil be a little more than 12 manths Loul t. Paul or almost nny ¢

before the ball is over, and the sountry
knows whether the Republicans have
been successful again in electing a Pres-
ident.

Moravia, Silesin, Galicia, Bukowina,
Dalmatia, and so on.
now form Austria proper,
area of 115,903 square miles, or
the size of 1Ninois and Indiapa. They
have, however, a population of 24,000,-
000. Hungary, which has an area of

have only an

of 16,000,000, is also built up in the
same way, and in addition to Hungary
proper are the Provinces of Croatia,
Slavonia and Transyvivania,

Racial Divisions.

The racial differences and antagon-
isms are everywhere piresent amd con-
stantly manifested,
gantly assume to be the superior race,
which i contestedd by the Magyvars, and
frequently the dispute has taken
shape of actual war. Both the Germans
and the Magvars despise the Blavs. Of
Iate yvears, and due largely to Russian
influence, the Siivs have been asserting
themselves quite bholdly, especially  in
the ancient Kingdom of Bohemin, They
demuand equality before the law, and
the same regard for their langunge and
institutiong that the Germans and Mag-
vars enjoy, There was n erisis last year
when the Magvars insisted thelr lan-
guage should he nsed in giving orders
ir the army, with a threat to dismem-
ber the Empire vunless this was done.
The Emperor stood firm upon this, and
refused to have anyvthing but German
used in the army. He sald with great
justlice that if he conceded the right of
Hungarian officers to give their com-

The Germans arro- |

every one of the other congtituent divl-
slons of the Empire would in=ist npon
the same Lhing, which would make the
army a Fabel of languages and abso-
lutely destroy its ectficiency. The Hun-
garians, however, make the Magyvar the
official language of Hungary, All court
proceedings and records are in it and

German is simply tolerated, The Bohe-
miang, who are Siavs and call them-
selvegs Czechs, insist upon o similar

adoption of their language i thelr awn
ancient Kingdom. which demuanid Is
sternly opposed by the Goermans, who
are the landholders and officials, The
Germans scorn to learn Czech, and say
that if the court proceedings and records
were in that language the German prop-
erty interests in the country would be
destroved,

Of the 24000600 in Austria proper
lese than 10900000 speak Cerman,
about 6,000.000 . peak Czech, =omething
over 3,000,006 Polish, less than 1,000,-
000 Italian., and 1he remainder speak
varions Slavic dialects. In Hungary. of
the 19,500,000 population only 7.500,000
sreak Magyvar, with 2,000,000 speaking
German, and the remainder some form
of Slavic tongue.

Bulldiag the Empire.

This heterogencous collection of peo-
ples is held twgeither by what is known
Char

as the Crown of St. Stephen.
magne in 796 created a “Markgras

gncient history and ethnology. The Val-{Tope made slaves of the Slavs, and the
¥ ley of the Dunube forms the great high- | Ditterness of political animosity in Aus-
< way thru central Europe by -which

teeming millions of Asia passed into
what was then the new country of the

world. There are three great basins
along the Danube, which are inclosed by
high mountains and make more or less
natural boundariez for aggregations of
peoples. The first of the=e s where the
Transylvanian Alps cut off the Dan-
ubian plains at the Iron Gates. Next
comes a greatl basin surrounded by the
clireling sweep of the Carpathian Moun-
tains to where they touch the Danube
again hundreds of miles above. This vast
plain, of a richness like that of the Mis-

sis=ippi Valley, Is the Kingd of Hun-
gury, for venturies the gradary of Eu-

rope. The next bazin has been called
the Bavarian, and Includes in it the
more distinctly German Provinces of
Austria. Ax near ags we Can Now Ascer-
tain, this grest world highway of the
Danube was thronged for centuries with
different races and peoples, each of
which left a flotsam embayved in these
bagins. The Goths and Vandals took
possession of the upper basin, and are
now represented by the distinctly Teu-
tonic character of those people,. A Tu-

ranian race, akin to the Turks and abso-
Jutely different from the other races in
Europe, was led by Attila to the con-
quest of FEurope, but after being
. defeated retired down the Danube to the
great Hungurian basin. which It took
possexsion of, became Christinnized and
has held to this day. These people we
know s Magyvars, The lower basin was
taken possession of by the Slavs, a race
of lower abilitiee and inferior charac-
ter, of much less mental activity and
capacity to the Germans and Magyvars.
The Slavs did not take possession by
farce of arms, a8 the other races, but
by exceeding prolificacy in  breeding.
Like our negros and other ruces nearer
nature, the Slivs breed. rapidly, but Hve
short lives, and after spreading over

tric-Hungary lo-day is due to the per-
sistent demand of the Slavie element
for political and soclal equality with the
Germans and Magyars,

Building the Eastern Ewmplre.

For centuries it was the policy of
Europe to build up all these little jar-
ring Principalitics and Kingdoms into
one great strong Empire to make n
bulwark against the terrible Turks ut
Constantinople, who were econstantiy
Russia they swarmed over anclent | threatening an invasion of Europe and
Greece, the country slong the Danube)the downfall of the Cross before the
and up into Poland 1o take the places|Crescent, It thus came about that in
of the people there who had been killed | time scores of separate and independent
or driven off in the incessant wirs, ;natiunugtim nrhvur:-mu kinds were ag-

- lgregited together into what the Ger-
ey mans call Oesterrcich, or the Eastern

= Ever since modern history began the | Empire. It officially designatad  itse!
wars in thiz country have been inces-{the Holy Boman Emplre, which Vol-
- .’ - [
—
-

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY EMPIRE.

-

THE EMPEROR'S PALACE AT VIENNA.

[hc-tw(_-(-:s = County and a Dukedom, or
what used to be called In French a
Marquisaste—among the Germians living
on the Upper Danube, The Marquises
mirried inro the families of their neigh-

hors, - absorbed their territorles, and
Austria became a1 Duchy under Ru-
dolply of Hapshurg In 1282, By mar-

ringes the Dukes of Aupstria acquired
dominion over the sneient Kingdoms of
Hungary and Hohemju. The Magyars
in Hungary had become OChristianized
as enurly as the 10th century, and the
lirst Christian King was Stephen, whe
jwasg crowned in the year 1000, and is
{known in history as St Stephen.  The
|.\tam_\'m‘a scgquired high reputation for
]lll dr warlike succes=se= and many con-
quests, and made a history of .which
the Magyvars are lntensely proud to this
day. ‘They cluim superiority to the Ger-
mans, whom in ancient times they re-
peatedly defeated, and who were saved
Irom Turkish rule Ly the valor of the
Hungarian Kings and soldieps,

Bohemiia has a history slmost as old
as that of Hungary, but by no means
o distinguished, Under her own Kings
Hoheniia was at one time one of the
prominent States in Europe, and fur-
nished three Emperors to the Holy Ro-
man Empire., Afrer passing under the
rule of the Hapsburgs, whio suceeeded to
the Crown of St Stephen, Bohemia re-
tained a semi-Independence until the
outbrezl of the Thiviy Years War. The
Reformation had taken deep hold In
Fohemiu, and the war began there In o
strife between the Protestants and the
Roman Catholics. The result of the
war was the virtual destroctlon of Bo-
hemia, the driving out of all the Protes-
tant inhubitants and the granting of
their lands to the Roman Catholic ad-
herents of Ferdinand 11., Emperor of
Austria,

All these things enter Into the bitter
discussions which have disturbed the
Dual Empire. Napoleon's victory at
Austerlitz broke up the Holy Roman
Empire, and confined the Emperor to
what was then called Austria. The Hun-
garian Magrars resented being eclipsed
in this way, and at the time of the Ger-
man revolution in 1848 they rose under

(Continued on page twe.)

All these, which |

ahourt |

125,480 square miles and a population |

he |

mands and issue their orders in .“llf.’_\‘:l:‘l

that is a political Institution somewhaere |

The formal action is a very little mat-
ter. It rests solely with one man.
Is Col. Harry 8. New, Chairman of the
RepubMean National Committes. But
I Col, New is coming all the way from
| Indixnapolis to Washington to make the
jannouncement and to issue the formal
call for the meeting of the Niuationaul
Committee fn this ¢ity. Elmer Dover,
| the Secretary of the Commitiee, whose
headguarters are offfcially in this city,
but who spends much of hig thne on
business dutles In New York and else-
where, has also come to Washington,

the call is issued.
It will not be a very Jdifflcult matter

rn-l will be here with Col. New when

|to determine when the Committee shall|favorable impression possible for him.

imest.  The custom has been for it 1o
meel some time in December, usually
about the middle of the month, when

Congress has come toge:her and the two
i Houses have organized for business (ol
New will undoubtedly call -the mecting
for 1 mber this year, but he will
| sult numerous  members. of the
l""iluniltw- 1o determine on what date,
{The session generally continues for two
dnys

The ¢ld stagers of the Committee say
lli:r:t the meeling is only to chooge a lime
|and place for the meeting of the Na-
tional Convention. They speak as tho
\Il were a very simple matter. In ract,
| however, a vast denl of Importance is
attached to the meeting in the minds
of many people. 1t Is o period for con-
sultation and for exchange of views
While all of this may be of compata-
tively small fmportance to the candi-
date, It may take on great significance,

The bidding of the eities for the honor
of having the Conventlon Jds generally
gpectacular.  Delegations of boomers
come to hang up fat purses before the
|f'un|mit!r_-a- in the shape of guarantees
toward the expenses of the (Convention,
They likewlse send thelr best orators
and generilly thelr best hasinsgs men to
electrifly the Committes with the ad-
vantages of their particular jocaiities

A harbinger of the Important puoliti-
|eal gossip that will be rife at the meet-
'[Lm.- 0f the Committee appeare in ru-
wors that have been curfent abouat the
importanees of the mesting here of
Chatirman New ant] Secretary Dover. It
iz very improbable thet saythisg either
of those officinis could sayv or do as they
meet to Izsuce the call would greatly
affect the situation. Yet dispatches wenn
broadeast that they were oing 1o con-
sult about the attitude ot he "Natlonal
Committes regarding Pre=ident Ronse-
velt's aetivity In teving to name Tufl as
{ his successor.
| It i= claimed that hoth Chalrman New
|and retary Dover are plaving the
];;:l]‘n{- agninst the President and againsi
Secretary Taft. Jt I8 very doubtfu)
whether that fs true in any pmrtiealar
As sometimes happens In politics when
Gune wants teo find out by indirection
whit cannot be a=certained divectly the
asaertion may have been made original-
|y in the hope of bringing those two
officigls Inte the open,

Politics in the Commitiee.

The organization of the Comimitiees
may be a tremendous iddvantage for the
ciandidates, If (here arve pumerous con-
tests the Commitiee’s authority in de-
clding them may make or unmake a
Presidentinl  aspirant, Byeryone wha
has intimate knowledge of Natlonal
Conventions is aware that it Is most
often impossible 1o declde these con-
tests on merit. It B often Impracticable
to secure evidence on which one can
base a judicial opinion. The time for
Lthe hearings is limited: the pleaders are
fervent in presenting the clalms of con-
testants.  Such circumstances in the last
analysis favor a decision by the Com-
mittee according to s preference for
candidntes. Of course, the Committee's
netion has to be ratified by the Conven-
tion itself, but the Convention's disposi-
tion 18 to follow the Committes. Heneo
the advantage of having the organiza-
tion of the National Committec and o
mijority of its members il one's favor,

Fvervthing indicates g number of con-
Lests next June from the South. There
must bhe strong developments in favor
of =ome one candidate—developments
that assure his nomination without re-
gard to what the South may do, or con-
testing delegations will be comiug up
from many Southern States, It would
be no surprise if as many as 200 dele-
gutes were Involved., That would be
one-fifth of the Convention,

The National Committee is composed
of one man from ench State and Terri-
tory. There are 54 members in all
| Probably 40 of them at least will get to
i\\':nshiugton in December for the pre-
liminary meeting. In manvy Stateas a
|Senator or member of the House is on
!Ihv Natlonal Committee. Almost a doz-
len Hepublican Senators are of the Ni-
tional Commities, and in the present
instance that means the Hepublican op-
position to Roosavell In the Sénute hasz
o strategical advantiige In e Commin-

-

tee that arranges for the ming cuam-
piaign. The President, o the other
hand, has 10 or 12, and peossibly more,

prominent Federal officeholders in the
commmitiee, The inference t. that those
afficeholders will champlon his plans. A
few proxies will be heid, because there
= always a number of absentees,

While the Commiitee Is Tn Washing-
ton It will monopolize the political in-
terest. The doings of Congress for the
time belng will sink Inte comparative
insignificance. The Commitiee always
calls npon the Republican Président as
a matter of courtesy, The members are
alfgo much at the Capital, and they
sound the sentiment of the multitude of
politicians in Washington at that time.
Washington and the politiciang here are
invariably interested In the tidings the
committeemen bring from the divers
parts of the country. The committoe-
men in their turn are, deephy interested
in finding out what thelr colleneues are
thinking about politieal matters, and
what the political world of Washington
a2 thinking. )

Decinlons of the Commliiice.

Considerable enthfiental importance
Is sometimes attached o the decisions
of the Committee about the National
Convention. Tie factiong sometimes
have a test of h over the date
for the Converiton or the place for the
Convention, Such a test.]s altogeiher
probable in December. It is claimedl
that the loeation of the Convention
sometimes has much to do with the
nomination, This ould be accepted
with considerable gumlificatlon. A big
contingent of claqu packed into the
galleries of a Convention, can make a
lot of nolseé and cause much Inconven-
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THE NEXT REPUBLICAN CONVENTION.
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!rumlliatr with such methods and the way
are executed to be greatly influ-

A Convention in Chicago, St
could be ns falr toward one He-
another,

city
|p||h|i--.|n candidate as
Convention at St. Louis in 1904. They
Imade 2 tremendons racket, and event-
I1mll_\' becaome n great puisance, but did
Jn--t influence the final nominations,

| The showing for Taft at the Decem-
| ber meeting of the National Committes
| will he watched, of cogrse, in a score of
|little details. The Secretary by that
time will have jnst returined from his
globe-enciveling wour. The work of his
| Heutenanuts. in the meantime will be
‘more or less apparent. The members
| will bring reports about the strength of
Ithe Tuft movement in their respective
| Btate=, As he is now undoubted!y the
{leading candidate, altho apparently by
|no meuans assured of the nomination,
{his friends will strive to make the most

if they find they are strong enough they
might attempt to run the Cosniiiioe o
their own liking, If they have =such
strength it might be helpful in bringing
over the men who stay on the fence till
they see what candidate is most likely
to win.
Gov., Hughes Growing.

A very interesting feature, however,
will be the views of the committeemen
with reference to Gov. Hughes, of New
York. All the information that comes
to Washington tells of Gov. Hughes's
growing popularity. As things look just
now he is Tafll's most dangerous oppo-
nent, if indeed he is an opponent, for
the Governor has never indicated vet
t:at he would be a candidate, Many
things are in the Governor's favor. The
country is approving of him more and
muore every day. Wherever the Gover-
por goes he makes friends,  People like
his attitude on public questions, His
specches have the right ring. He went
over into Vermont some weeks ago to
speak at o meeting of the Fizsh and
Game Association. The meetings of that
A=ssoclatlon are in reality political meet-
ing#, for the politicians of Vermont
from far gand wide attend. All Vermont
is still talking about the exceilent im-
pression the Governor made. A few
Aavs ago he went down to Jaimestown
to altend New York Day at the Exposi-
tion. He =hook hands with 3.000 peo-
ple. Hiz speech was declared one of
the best, perhaps the best, that has been
heard on the Falr Grounds this year,

Matters sire in a nebular state in New
York, but it i= gald that Gov. Hughes is

to the Convention. The voters like him
in the East. They also like him In the
West. Hizs nomination for President
would mean almost to a certainty that
New York woudl give him. a majority.
and that would mean, bevond any mat-
ter of reasonable doubt, that the next
“lection would be Republican thruout
the country. The Democrats can hardly
win without New York.

The Empire State Legislature meeis
thi= Winter, and will be on Gov.
Hughes's hands for several months. If
he succecds with that Legislature as he
speeeeded st Winter, good politiclans
believe nothing can prevent his nomi-
nation for Presldent. The Republicans,
of course, are very anxious to win the
nest election. They will want to noemi-
nate the strongest possible ticket.

The Taft Boom.

But while Gov. Hughes is further
demonstrating his capacity for the big
affice the Talft boom will progress. Her-
culean woric is beilng done for it, and
apparentiyv this work is telling. The
Secretar:'s trip around the world has
thu= far heen very successful, and by
the time fie visits the Czar amd the Kals-
er and lands in New York, if there be
no untoward events, his presiige will
have Leen enhanced materinlly.

The members of the National Com-
mittee will have their opinions of the

Seeretary’s boom and of his strength
with the voters, all of which will be
more or less instructive. The Repub-

licans will he right on the threshold of
the voampaign  when  the Committee
mevis, gnd the election of delegates will
begin a few weeks after the Committee
has lssued the call for the Convention.
In many wiays the meeting for which
Chadrman New  amd  Seeretary Dover
will drrunge this week promises to be
wentful,

“THE LOUISIANA
LOWLANDS, LOW.”

Very Litile Heard From the President,
and That Not Reliable —Things Ex-
ccedingly Quict in Washingion—The
Posimastzr<Gencral in a Campaign of
Educaiion  Our «Non-Contiguous Pos-
sessigns,”

-

The center of interest In Governmen-
tal alluirs, ns fur as the Executive
branch is concerned, continues to be in
the Louisisne cancbrakes. The White
House offices are deserted. No states-
men are turning thither to pay respects
or to ask for oilices. The whole coun-
try, however, is waiting for the reports
from the President's rifle and for the
gushing of the life-blood from an enor-
maous bear.

Therefore, the prominence of the
Sumboul date line every morning, the
pictures of outdoor life under the Lou-
islana skies, and the anecdotes, with a
line Southern flavor of old Ben Lilley.
May the President bring down a great
trophy of the bruin famfly, of course,
is the prayer of all the Nation. A rat-
tlestaze and a deer, which have already
fallen before his unerring aim, will not
suffice,

Passibly the President is having bet-
ter luck than the dispatches indicate.
The bear tracks may be more numerous
und fresher than the correspondents
have been able to ascertain. They are
several miles away. Admission to the
hunting grounds is denled to them. They
have 1o depend upon what Assistant
Secretary Latta chooses to tell them,
and also upon the reports that the few
nutives thereabouts gather. Mr. Latta}
‘a making a trip every day or two to
the Presldentinl camp. He |5 not, how-
ever, a4 voluminous talker by
Usually the President is willing
talls of hls movements should

The .
'Hearst boomers packesd the Democratic

going to have the New York delegation

e
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Hard Piloting.

the story in his own way for some mag-
azine.

There Is a lot of harmless and good-
natured faking about Ben Lilley. The
correspondents with the President know
that the country cxpects sometNing. Ben
Lilley is a character, and the taik of
the little group of people who are waits
ing for the President to return to his
special car is much about him. An in-
nocent digression to Ben Lilley, of
course, Is entertaining. just as digress
sions about town chmracters at Oyster
Bay are In the Summer time when gen-
ulne news is scarce, Some of the most
readable maiter sent out of Oyster Bay
last Summer consisted of bits of de-
scription about the natives, linked in
some way, of course, with the Presidant.
dven the corner grocery talk about the
President and the President’s affairs is
interesting in whatever town or hamlet
the President happens to pe. During
the Summer months the President glves
less attention to news mattéers. While
it Is customary for some newspiper cor-
respondents to see him almost daily

when he j= in Washington, days and
even weeks pass at Oyster Hay withonat
any such visits. Then Secretary Loeb

conveys all the information there Is for
the press.

There seems to be little of pressing
Importunce for the President's consid-
eration In Washington. and apparently
he chose an opportune time for a vaca-
tion. He will be away 10 days or two
weeks yet, according to present plans,
Most of his Cabinet members are away,
but 2re coming back by the end of this
week, Secretary of the Treasury Cor-
telyvou, who has not returned vet from
his vacation, will be in Washington in a
few days. He is making an occaslonal
visit from his Summer home on Long
Island up to New York City, and is
keeping in touch with Treasury and
financial afMairs, Secretary of the In-
terior Garfield has just come back to
town for good and is buckling down to
buxiness. He has coliected a vast bulk
of potes, covering his travels and ob-
servations during the Summer, and i2
Eoing to take up the matters of Depdrt-
mental concern coverd in these notes as
fast as he can get the time,

A Campnign of Edueation.

Postmaster-General Meyver has been
awiy speech-making at Boston, and s
going to make some more speeches dur-
ing the month. His aim s to educate
the public as far as may be with refer-
ence to the extension of the parcels-
post and the postal savings banks. He
wants longress to authorize legislation
for both those improvements this Win-
ter. Other (abinet officers, now in
town, are working away on their annunal
reports or preparing annual estimates
or otherwise gelting ready for the com-
ing of Congress. There is little Cabinet
stumping this Fall, contrary to the
usunl practice, for there are few politi-
cal campaigns in. progress. Altorney-
General Bonaparte s lifting up his
voice in Maryland occasionally, becuause
Maryland i= electing. State officials and
a Legislatube. ]

One branch of the Government—the
judicial branch—has just gone Into ac-
tion in earnest. The court assembled
this week for the October term, and
will be at work now untll some (ime
next May or early June. It is a long-
established custom for the court to ad-
Journ early the first day _to call upon
the President. The ab=ence of the Pres-
ident this yveur cuused a break in the
conrt's practice. It is a very unusial
thing for the President to be away from
Washington at the iime the court comes
together for the seasoi.

The presence of the Justlces upon the
beiich has brought a lot of lawyers ton
Washington. The docket of cases await-
ing adjudication is very lnrge. Some of
the cases are of first. importance, in-
volving constitutional questions ralsed
by the President and Congress during
the last two or three yvears. It will be
several weeks hefore any Important (e-
cisions can be expected. These, how-
ever, will come at Intervals during the
catire Winter. Some of the important
Government ecases, like t.at involving
the constitutionality of the acts of sev-
eral States in prescribing two-cent fares,
will probably be advanced. If they took
their turn with other cazc= it might be
two or thre years before the court
reached them.,

Congressmen Drifting In.

The legislative branch of the Govern-
ment ls little in evidence thus far, and
will not be till along the middle of No-
vember. Congress meets the first Mon-
day in December. (‘ongressmen who
have children "of school age generally
bring them to Washington to attend the
local public #chopls during the year of
the long session of Senate and House.
A& pumber have therefore opened thelr

ygscholds In Washington already,

arted the children off to school, and
then departed for thelr home cities and
towns.,
The Territorial dependencies to the

known Lo the public, but he 1 5
hunt in privacy, and probably will tell

m{ and the west, acquired as the re-
sult of the Spanish War, are figuring

considerably in the affairs of the Capi-
tal. The Filipino Legislature is siart-
Ing off at Manily this week. The Bu-
rean of Insular Affairs Is watching 1o
see how It gets unider way, amd will be
Fager to know what succeas Secvetary
Taft, nowon the spot, has in keepimg
the hotheads from doing unsesmly
things. The cry for independence has_
gone up from many individuals in the
Archipeiago, ami the agiators in the
MLegisloture warnt to emphasize o desine
of many peopic tlui the Islands be give
en a chance 10 2o It alone. A petltiok
for this will probably be forwarded to
Congress, L3
Porio Rice. - :

A peculiar state of affalrs has ¢ome
about in Porto Rico. Gov. Regis Post,
a friend and uslghbor of ~ President
Roosevell, has goten into hot witler
with the schoo! tvachers and the mis-
slonaries,  Along o September he ad-
dressad a4 mecting of school teachers
and otfcluls. He callsd them Pharise
and scored them tor not belog in touce
with the Por Iticans, He thought they
held aloof frun the natives toa much.
It i=s vlaimed tha e indulged in words
that were almost profane, It created a
tremendons stie,  sSomething like a doz-
en of the =chool offivials resigned next
day, There was another meeting, how=
ever, -at whivh Gov. Post attended and
apologized. The American teachers
shawed him that saveral of their num-
bher had married Porto Ricans and were
rearing families,

The matter has been hrought to
Washington, "Threats are heard to pre-
vent the contirmation of Gov. Post by
the Sennte. He was nominated during
the Summer, afier Congress had ad-
Journed, While he b5 gerving ad intérim
his nomination musl go to the Senate
when onzre me=t=z, Unless the op-
position = placated some Senpators are
fikely to make it hor for the Governor.
He is a young man and probabdy a little
impetnous For =everal weeks he has

been in v hington and New York.

GOVERNY ENT STATISTICS.

The Effort te (oasolidate All the Figure
taantherers.

The diferences between mere enums=
erntion and tuking of commercial
stitigtivs, which concern every consid-
erable busines: community, are being
thraghed oot wizorously at the Depart-
ment of (Cbhoonerca and Labor.  The
controversy i« 4 t=naclous one, which
will not dovn, Cabinet officials of the
lasgt four yeirs Live thken sides on it,
and now thereia<40 be a new lest. Sec-
retarics Cortelyon and Metealfl ook one
view, cretary Garfleld took the op-
posite view. Now Secretary Straus is
inquiring. -

Since the Celi<us Bureag was made
permanent, tollswing one of the very
first crnscdes Prestdent Roosevelt un-
dertoak to Inlue Alongress to his way
ofLthinking, = levling minds have been
plarming toe bring ander itz roof the
muanaemant ands viminiEtration of dll
the Govermneni's statisticdal work.
Therefors, the long and at times acri=-
mbonions exchangss with Secretary Wil-
son, of the Depariment of Agriculture,
over crop amil other statistics. That
wWar o i hias quieted down. and
the Depoartment of Agriculture is still
issuing vrop g

But.the t° luréau wants now to
gather nuto S i Bureau of Stiatis-
ties, which r=s monthiy bulletins of
export=s und pores, ns well as other
impdriant =totis

fcal information affect-

ing commerce, This Bureau has been
in existeige 49 yveurs, and for the relin-
bility und tha =< of its information
is wiid to ver It was transferred
from the Trens= v Department to the
Deapartment of t‘ammerce amnd Labur &
fow years ago, aflter protest. The sta-
tistics of commeres come almost entire-
Iy from customs= otfivials. Thes=e include
reports on about 2,000 dutiable articles.
Mr. Gariteld, sSecretary of the [n-
terior, while Commissioner of (orpora-
tions under the Department of Com-
merce and Labor, championed the jdea
that the Burean of Statistics should be
consoiidated with the Census Burean.
He b= =aill to have urged this upon Sec-
retary Straus, upen whom a law of Con-
gress conferred discretion with reference
to such a consolbdation. . Mr. Straus is
maintalning an op*n mind., but has
named”a formidabic committee to con-
duct o hearing and make recommenda-

S

tions to him. The evidence pro amld
con, inciuding the decimions of Mr.
Straus’= predecessors against the

change, is being collected. Opponents
of the consalldation say that men who
compile enmumerations of typhold fever
cases, marriages, divorees and popula-
tion are by noe means engaged In the
kind of work callad for In commercial
statistics.

If the committee agrees with the view
taken by Secretary Garfield, Secrelary
Straus will probably direct that the
consolidation be mude. The Bureau of
Statietics wonld than become a divisiom

of the Census Bureau.
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