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CHAPTER XL

END OF THE BATTLE.

¥looker Concentrates and Intrenches,
Lenving Sedgwick to His Fate Sedg-
wick's Splendid Defeasive Tactles
Hooker Calls a Cousncil of War, and
Decides to Reireni—Indignation of the
Army—Sedgwick Withdraws His Corpa
Without Serious Molestation.

Hooker Remains Inert.

At .the conclusion of the fighting on
Bunday, May 3, Hooker had withdrawn
all his troops intp a compact, exceed-
ingly_strong pesition, to which his men
were adding strength by industrious
fortifications, throwing up lines of
works and cotting trees down in front
to make abatis. The 1éft of this line
followed the bluffs along the Mineral
Bpring road to where Mineral Spring

an attempt to advance except one {eeble
reconnoissance from our side, which
met such prompt resistance that it was
recalled, and with this all thought of
the offensive faded from Hooker's mind,
His only idea now was to save as much
of his army as possible, He had crossed
the river with eight days’ rations, and
seven days had passed. The rivers be-
hind him were treacherous, and any
sudden rain would swell them beyond
their banks, making a recrossing impos-
sible. Already they had risen until the
pontoons first laid were insuflicient and
had to be pleced out by boats taken
from the other bridges. Bevond the
thought of saving that part of his army
with him, Hooker did not scem able to
go. He knew thal Sedgwick still main-
tained himself on the hights above
Fredericksburg, and had there been left
in him any of the Hooker aof eight davs

sald I ‘wonld favor an advance lfl_
could designate the point of attack.
Upon collecting the suffrages, Meade,
Revnolds and Howard voted squarely
for an advance, Sickles and my=elf
squarely mo; upon which Hooker in-
formed the council that he should take
upon himself the responsibility of re-
ticing the army to the other slde of
the river. As I stepped out of the tent
Revnolds, just béhind me, broke out,
‘What was the use of calling us togeth-
er at this time of night when he intend-
ed to retreat anvhow?" "

Indignation In the Army.

Gen, Couch but faintly expresses the
deep  indignation which pervaded all
ranks of the army when the news that
Hooker had decided to retreat ran thru
the camps like wildfire. The men ecouid
see absolutely no reason in . They
were not conscious of defeat; in fact,
nobody had been really whipped except
a small portion of the Eleventh Corps,
and the remainder of that corps was
particularly anxious to renew the fight
in order to wipe out the shame of the
surprise and rout. Sickles's and Slo-
cum’s Corps, which had done very much
the most of the fighting, felt entirely
satisfied with themselves and the way
they had handled the enemy, tho they
were not a litle Incensed at Hooker's
failure to reinforce them, supply them
with ammunition, and hold the ground
which they had gained. While it Is true
they had vielded much ground to the
enemy, they felt there was no reason
for this, and that very ordinary gemeral-
ship would have secured it. The sur-
render of the kev-point at Hazel Grove
wus pheohitelvy y~instifinble even to the
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difference of opinlon among them, Gen.
Meade holding that the enemy would
not permit @ withirawal, and Gen. How-
ard voting to ramain and try to give
battle, that an’gpportunity might be
glven for redeenting the mishaps in
the previous fighting: but all substan-
tially agreéng that a retrograde move-
ment should be made If it could be
safely effected. The order was accord-
ingly issustf on the morning of the 5th
to make preparstions to withdraw. As
4 precautidnary measure Gen. Warren
and Capt.'Comstock were directed to
lay out a w and contracted line, cov-
ering the ‘approgeches to the bridges,
and new and direct roads were opened
from the pbsition ol the different corps
to the ford. ‘A continuous cover and
abatis was'tonstructed,” savs Gen. War-
ren, ‘from the Rappahannock, atl Scott's
Dam, around to the mouth of Hunting
Run, or the Rapidan, a distance of three
mliles, The roads were also put in or-

der and a third bridge luid.” But no
troops occupled this new line, except
the rear guard, which was not until

daylight of the 6th. when the pas=age
of the river was nearly completed.”

The Comte de Paris's View,

The Comte de Paris gives this result
of his study of the situation of Hooker
and his army:

“From the time that it had fallen
back upon the works of the Bullock
clearing until evening this army had
remained inactive “in the positions it
had chosen. The divisions that had
just been in action were enjoying a well-
merited rest; the others were wonder-
ing at the inaction to which they were
doomed. This astonishment increased
when, toward evening, Sedgwick's can-
non were heard thundering in the dis-
tance; and when night came without
any order having been issued everyone
understood that the blow which had
prosirated Hooker had paralyzed the
whole army. This night was passed in
a state of immob®lity by the combatants
of both partles, When daylight ap-
peared on Monday, May 4, it found
them almost éverywhers fronting and
mutually watching each other, but both
hesitating alike to assume tie offensive.
During the night Hooker had been fully
informed of the situation of the Sixth
Corps by Warren, who had left it after
the battle of Salem Church. The latter,
whilst proceeding in the direction of
Banks's Ford, had found a little further
down, at Scott’'s Ford, the two pontoon
bridges erected by Gen. Benham and
the Engineer Brigade, with 34 pieces
of ordnance placed in a prominent po-
sition along the left bank, so as io com-
mand the ford, If at this moment
Hooker had been in possession of all
his faculties he would no doubt have
conceived and executed the simple and
effective movement which he does not
appear to have theught of until after
the campaign, when he had recoversd
from his wound. As we have already
sisted, he could have sent a poriion of
his army to the aid of Sedgwick by wav
of the bridges, thus affording him the
means for delivering a decisive battle
on the 4th in an open country, while
the rest of the Federal troops, occupy-
Ang strong positions, would have suf-

Lee's forees around Chancellorsville, In-
stead of a promise of reinforcements or
co-operation. instend of positive Instruc-
tions regarding the role he was about
1o e called upon to play, Sedgwick only
received a dispateh from Warren in-
forming him tHat Hooker wak walting
for the attack of'the enemy in his po-
sitions, andidirecting him not to assume
the offensive. By a singular ‘ébneiddie-
tion''the General-m-Chief, while recom-
mending him. oy the one hand, to pre-
serve his Jcommanieations with  both
Banks's Ford and Fredericksburg, ad-
mitted, on'ithe ‘other hand, the prob-
ability of Wis reerossing the river: and
being at wob'grear a distance, as he has
said, to give any precise instructions to
his leutensnt, M au'horized him to

THE LINES

Run emptied into the Rappahanneck.
The right followed a similar line of
rugged elevations behind Hunting
Creek to its junction with the Rapidan.
The line was a rude triangle, with its
base on the two rivers and its apex
about three-quariers of a mile from
Chancellorsville and near the Bullock
House.

Following (he two sldes of the angle
p:ojecting toward the enemy, the dis-
1ance must have been about six miles,
with its base on the rivers about four
mniles long. Into this narrow space of
four or five square miles of tangled
forest Hooker had packed hi= entire
force of 60,000 or 70,000 men, with their
artillery, caissons, ammunition wagons,
embulances, pack mules and beer cat-
tle. Here was a concentration of men
equal to the extremest examples given
in the European books on tactics, where
a8 many as 10,000 men are massed on
each mile of defense, Such a concen-
tration would make a practically Im-
yregnable line, eince the men would
stand all azlong it four deep. It was
what that famous “theeric” H. W. Hal-
Jeck had accomplished in his absurd
“Slege of Corinth,” where he had
massed men at the rate of 10,000 to the
mile for his slow advance.

No matter what the books may say,
the mere statement of such a concen-
kration of men i8 in the highes. degree
mhsurd to any practical soldier. If the
men were at all efficlent, one-half of
them would be all that was necessary
to hold a lin. against any front attack,
and more {kan that number be a wilful
waste. When it I now known that Lee
hiad left in front of this mighty array
Jezs than 25,000 battle~-worn, exhausted
troops Hooker's genceralship excites de-
rision. Common sense should have told
him that, badly as his own troops had
suffered, the enemy’s troops must have
suffered quite as severely, and the pros-
yect of a continuance of the battle be
far from agreeable to them, It speaks
highly for lLee's talents for command,
and also shows clearly his low opinion
of Hooker, that he should have left
Jacksorn's badly shattered corps stand-
ing up close to Hooker, feeling entirely
confldent thet (e latter would not take
the opportumiy to rush out and destroy
it. . Lee reduced the men in front of
Hooker to the lowest point, in order to
concentrate forces Lo crush and capture
Sedgwick. Hooker had at least 37,000
Tresh men, who had taken little or no
piart In the battle, who were expecting
every moment to be led forward and
eaAger Lo go,

Monday, May 4

When daylight appeared on Monday,
May 4, the soldlers on both sides
seanned the ground in front of them
with eager eyes. The Confederates saw
the Yankees behind the strong line of
works, 1apidly adding to the strength
of these by Intrenchments and the cut-
ting down of trees to mnke entangle-
ments. The Confederates themselves
were employed In  similar works to
Euard against a forward movement on
the part of the enemy. The tangled
thickets were in & measure cleared by
the trampling down of the low-growing
brush in the fierce rush of the combnt-
ants and by the passage of pack mules,
beef cattle and wheeled vehicles,

Both  Federals and Confederates
watched each other for hours without

EEHIND WHICH HOOKER MASSED HIS ARMY.

hefore  undoubtedly there would haye
occurred to him the possibility, the
brililant prospect even, of detaching a
portion of his forces and sending them
upon & swift march to Sedgwick
to #0 reinforce him that he
could crush ILee and thus bring
the campaign to & victorious ter-
mination. BSedgwick still held Taylor's
Hill, the highe-t point in the neighbor-
hood of Fredericksburg, and tho new
routes which had been established by
the laying of the bridges at Scott's Ford
reduced the distance between the two
flanks of Hooker's army to five or six
miles, Under any circumstances Hook-
er could have relled upon 15,000 or 20,-
000 of his men to hold the line of works
which he had constructed. Had his
been a military mind on the order of
Grant's, Sheridan’s or Hancock's, he
would have put himself at the head of
Reynolds’s, Couch’s and Meade's Corps,
and made a rush for Sedgwick on the
hights above Fredericksburg. This
movement would have redeemed all his
former misfortunes, and Inevitably over-
whelmed Lee in the open fields beyond
Salem Church, where Hooker's great
preponderance of fresh troops would
have told to the utmost.

The Council of War.

‘While his troops were passing the day
in strengthening their fortifications and
waiting with tense expectancy a renewal
of the fight, every crash of musketry
from the nervous front lines against
some movement of the enemy sending
a thrill thru the hearts of the whoie
army, Hooker was vainly striving to
come to some conclusion, and he finally
decided upon & councll of war, com-
posed of his principal subordinates.
When they were assembled Hooker ex-
plained to them the positlon of the
urmy, and laxid much stress upon the
fact that they had crossed the rivers
with only cight days' rations,” which
were now exhausted, with streams lable
to torrential rises behind them, and
which even then were swelling most
alarmingly. With this he left the tent
in which the councll had assembled
that the Generals might debate the mat-
ter more freely. What was said at
that council will never be known, as
there was no stenographie record made
of it. Gen. D, N. Couch, in “Pattles
and Leaders,” gives this account of it:

“At 12 o'clock on the night of the 4th-
bth Gen. Hooker assembled his corps
commanders in council. Meade, Bickles,
Howard, Reynolds and myself were
present. Gen. S8locum, on account of the
long distance from his post, did not ar-
rive till after the meeting was broken
up. Hooker stated that his instructions
compelled him to cover Washington,
not to jeopardize the army, ete. It was
seen by the most casual observer taht
he had made up his mind to retreat,
We were left by ourselves to consult,
upon which Sickles made an elaborate
argument, sustaining the views of the
Commanding General. Meade was in
favor of fighting, stating that he doubt-
cd If we could get off our guns, Howard
was In favor of fighting, qualifying his
views by the remark sthat our present
situation was due to the bad conduct
of his corps, or words to that effect.
Keynolds, who was lying on the ground
very much fatigued, was in favor of an
advance. I had similar views to those

of Meade as to getting off the guns, but

common soldier. Every succees which
the enemy had gained had been by the
superlority of generalship on his .um--l
and a woeful deficiency on ours. They
could hear Sedgwick's guns thundering
above Fredericksburg, and felt it rec-
reant for them to retreat and allow Lee
to throw his whole force upon one
corps and annihilate It. The First and
Fifth Corps, which had not been en-
gaged, or onily slightly, felt that dis-
appointment which comes to men who
have nerved themselves up to a great
deed and then are not permitted to
achleve it. They had all been looking
forward for months to a decislve vie-
tory over the enemy which would pos-
slbly end the war, and now that that
victory was within their very grasp why
not put forth their hands and seize it?
There was one powerful influence!
animating the corps commanders in the
council which Gen. Couch does not men-
tion. This was their profound distrust
of Hooker as a commander in battle.
He had shown such incapacity in actual
attack upon the enemy that none of
them could cherish any hopes of suc-
cess with him at the head of the army.
He would not make the necessary dis-
positions himself nor permit his subor-
dinates to do so. It Is possible that if
he had been absolutely incapacitated
Couch or Reynolds would, assuming
command, have directed an offensive
movement which would have at least
cleared the enemy from our front, and
put the army In & good position for a
further movement of this character.
They would certainly have done some-
thing to relieve the pressure upon Sedg-
wick by glving Lee something else to
think about than the capture of the
SBixth Corps. Couch and the others
were, however, afrald to assume any
respongibility lest Hooker should re-
eover from his torpor, countermand
what they had done, and still further
injure the prospects of the army.

Col. Bates's Explanatlon.

Col. Bamuel P. Bates, of Pennsylva-
nia, who was Hooker's literary execu-
l?r. Eives this statement of the situa-
tion:

“Gen. Hooker felt that to advance
upon these intrenchments would be the
Burnside-Fredericksburg problem over
again and even worse, for there the
open ground gave the utmost freedom
for manuvering troops, Hesides, a
treacherous stream was  behind  him
that In & few hours could be flooded
by the Spring rains, which were even
now threatening, and might carry away
his frail bridges, his only avenue to the
north bank. Should his communications
be interrupted, with his rations nearly
exhausted, the safety of his army might
serjously be compromised. In view of
his instructions ww cover Washingtlon,
and of President Lincoln's emphasized
advice in his letter giving him com-
mand of the army, ‘Beware of rash-
néss—beware of rushness, it was Gen.
Hooker's declded conviction that the
wisesit course to pursue was 1o with-
draw his army from its present position,
and to make entirely new combinations
for another campalgn, rather than to
trust to the fortunes of battle with the
odds so strongly against him. He Ilald
matters before his corps commanders,
with a statement of his instructions, and

provide for the safety ¢ ” the Sixth Corps
as he thought hedt. Later, on the morn-
ing of the 4th, Hooker =ent him several
other dispatches,” which simnly enjoined
him to maintain himself a= long as pos-
gible on. the right- bank above the
bridges of Banks's Fori, intimating the
possibility of an attark by the main
army uwpon Chaneellor ville on the fol-
lowing day, the th. E cn the messages
did not reach thei~ destination until
after unheard-of ¢! in consequence
of a singular nrele in the telegraph

service, Warrin'« “=patch, which a
mounted  cousios uld “easily ‘have
brought In t° Veura, was not less
than elght o 12 heurs on the road,
and .all thos wore exthanged he-

tween Ho vul Bedewick encoun-
tered “the = fie. These delays in-
creased st irther  th . undertainty

which for the Inst three days had per-
viided ail the movements of the Fed-
erals."”

The Army Retreats.

Col. Bates glves this description of
the retirement of the army to the north
side of the Rappahannock:

“It wag not unti;l 24 hours after the
declslon had been made 1o recross that
the movement was fairly Inaugurnted,
and nearly the same time had elapsed
gince Sedgwick had commenced to re-
cross at Banks's Ford. The whole day
of the 5th. from dawn to darkness, had
been given the rebel army 40 concen-
trate and attack Gen. Hooker, had s
commander been 8o disposed. The force
which had been confronting Sedgwick
could easily have come up n two or
three hours, and a 15 minutes’ ride
would have brought Gen, Lee to Gen.
Hooker's front,

“At 7:30 p. m. on the 5th the Union
army began to recross the river. Scarce-
Iy had the artillery commenced to move
when a sudden rig in the river, from
the storm which had for several hours,
since 4:30, been prevailing, Interrupted
the passage, the ¢nds of the bridges on
the north bank being submerged, and
the strength of the current threatening
to sweep all away. It was indeed a
fearful night, the rushing of the wa-
ters, the pitchy darkness and the cease-
less descent of the rain combining to
make jt a dreary march. But Capt.
Comstock was equal to the emergency,
and taking up his upper bridge and
using it to plece out his other two, he
finally had them passable, and the re-
tirement was resumed. Gen. Meade, who
was charged with covering the move-
ment, brought his rear guard into the
new line at a little arter daviight, and
by 8 in the morning of the Gth the last
of the army wus across without the loss
of men or material or the firing of a
gun, the emémy refusing to follow or to
nttempt thednterruption of the progress,
Thus was ended elght eventful days in
the life of the Army of the Potomac.”

Gen, Couch'nm Account,

Gen, Couch says:

“On the morning of May 6 corps com-
manders were ordered to cut roads,
where it was necessary, leading from
their position ta the United States Ford.
During the afternoon there was a very
heavy rainfall. In the meantime Hook-
er had in person crossed the river, but
as he gave orderg for the various corps
to march at such and such times during
the night, T am pol aware that any of his
corps Generals khew of his departure.
Near midnight T got a note from Meade
informing me thut Gen. Hooker was on
the other side of the river, which had
risen over the bridges, and that com-
munication wag cut off from him. I
immediately rode over to Hooker's
headquarters, and found that I was in
command of the army, if it had any
commander. Gen. Hunt, of the artil-
lery, had brought the information as to
the condiion of the bridges, and from
the reports there seemed to be no dan-
ger of losing them entirely. After a
ahort conference with Meade I told him
that the recrossing would be suspended,
and that ‘we would stay where we were
and fight it out,’ returning to my tent
with the intention of enjoving what I
had not had since the night of the 30th
nlt.—a good sleep—hut at 2 a. m., com-

sought their counsel. There was some
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I received a sharp message from Hook-
er to order the recrossing of the army
as he had directed, and everything was
safely transferred to the north bank of
the Happahannock.

“In looking for the causes of the loss
of Chancellorsville, the primary ones
were that Hooker expected Lee to fall
back without risking battle. Finding
himsell mistaken, he assumed the de-
fensive, and was outgeneraled and be-
came demoralized by the superlor tac-
tical boldness of the enemy.”

Sedgwick's Brillinnt Defense.

While Hooker was Iving Inert all day
Monday, Gen. Sedgwick and his men
passed the day in the greatest anxiety.
Sedgwick's losses in the fight had been
gevere, reaching to the neighborhood
of 5,000 men, which left him less than
18,000 to hold a line five or six miles
in length and to confront the whole of
Lee’s army. The position was not nat-
urally strong, and the lightness of the
line made jt dangerously easy for the
enemy to break thra at some point on

were crossing the bridge Sedgwick re-
ceived an order from Hooker counter-
manding that to cross, byt it whs then
too late. As the troops could not re-
gain thelr former position before day-
light, when their movements would be
exposed to the enemy, Sedgwick put his
command into camp on the north side
of the river, leaving an adequate [orce
to guard the crossing=.
(To be continued.)
>
18th Mamm.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short history of the 18th Mass. and
oblige one who cannot do without your
valuable paper.—K. F, Wright, Jessa-

mine, Fla.
The 18th Mass., was organized at
Readville and Boston from August.

1861, to January, 1862, and was mus-
tered out Sept. 2, 1864, the recruits be-
ing consolidated with the 324 Mass. It
was commanded by Col. James Barnes,
a West Point graduate, who was pro-
moted Nov. 29, 1562, to Brigadier-Gen-
eral, succceded by Col. Joseph Hayes,
promoted May 12 to the same
rank. At the time of muster-out the
regiment was commanded by Lieut.-
Col. Wm. B. White. It belonged 10
Griffin’s Division, Fifth Corps. and lost
123 killed and 129 from disease, etc.—
Editor National Tribune,
el e b
The Tth Conn.

Editor National Tribune: To settle
a dispute I wish you would give me a
short history of the Tth Conn., its
number of battles, the men i lost, and
the part it took on Morris Island and
in the capture of Fort Wagner.—
Thomas Smith, East Killingly, Conn.

The Tth Conn. was organized at New
Haven, Sept. 12, 1861, and the original
members mustered out, with the vet-
erans and recruits retained until July

its great length. The weather was n-
tensely hot, but the men, weary as they
were from days of marching and fight-
ing, exerted themselves in fortifying as
hest they could. There was almost
desperation in this, since it was under-
stood that Hooker had left the corps to
its fate, and would do nothing to assist
it. Sedgwick's line was in the shape of
a horseshoe, with its flanks resting on
the river and covering the bridges which
had been laid at Banks's Ford. Howe's
Division faced east toward Fredericks-
burg, with his left stretched out to the
commanding hight of Tavlor’s Hill, which
it was felt should be held at all hazards,
not only to protect the crossing at
Banks's Ford, but to be a point of van-
tage should Hooker decide to transfer
his army thither and renew his advance
upon Fredericksburg. In fromt of
Howe's Division was Early, who had
recovered Marye's Hights and advanced
with the intention of cutting off Sedg-
wick from the river. Newton's Divi-
sion, with Russell's Brigade, faced to
the westward, and confronted McLaws's
Division across Colin Run, Brooks's
two other brigades, those of Bardetl
and Torbert, faced to the south, where
i they opposed Anderson’s Division, Thus
| the entire line was unduly long and
l!l:\nj.:!'ruu:v‘l_\‘ thin., Its gregiest advan-
tage was that it was generally on high
igramn{l, with open fields in front, which
compelled the enemy to make a very
much longer line of envelopment and
greatly retarded his preparations for at-
tack. In spite of Lee's urgency, the
whole day was spent before he could
get his men into position for the as-
sault. The Confederates had their con-
tretemps as well as we, and Lee was
Istifl further embarrassed by two of
Barly's Prigades firing into one another
and making a great deal of confusion
before the mistaike could be found and
rectified.

Among other preparations made by
the Confederates were bringing up guns
|to fire upbn Banks's Ford and marking
| the ranges for them o that they could
kee pup the fire during the night. A
good deal of skirmishing went on dur-
ing the day, while Lee was arranging
his troops and ours were busy fortify-
ing, and Early made one serious as-
sault In an attempt 1o turn Howe's left
and c¢ut off Sedgwick from the river.
Howe had recelved timely notice of
thie, and ecarefully reconncitered the
ground in his front, making adequate
preparations to meet the attack. He
threw out one line, composed of Gen.
Neill's Brigade, strengthened by two
regiments from Grant’s Vermont Bri-
gude, to hold the reserve in hiding be-
hind the tall weeds, About 5 o'clock
Early advanced with a strong line of
battle directed against Howe's left and
center, but it encountered such a ter-
rible fire that it was broken, and at an
opportune time Howe advanced his
right, taking a large number of prison-
erd, among them 21 officers and nearly
all of the men of the §th La. He then
withdrew to a still stronger line in the
rear with Butler's Artillery, and the
rest of the Vermont Erigade joined him.
The enemy renewed the attack, but was
agnin struck in flank by the aplendid
Vermonters, aided by the fire of the
artillery, and retreated in considerable
disorder. Darkness came on, but soon
a bright moon arose, and Howe claims
that not an enemy couald be seen he-
tween him and the hights of Fredericks-
burg, What had econtributed much to
this result was the admirable handling
of Howe's artlllery, in charge of Maj.
J. Watts de Pevster. He had planted
one of his batteries considerably In ad-
vance of the main line, with several reg-
iments In ambush, and when Hays's and
Hoke's Brigades made a rush (o capture
It the regiments rose up and delivered
a withering fire directly in the face of
the enemy, which sent them back pre-
cipitately,

The Lagt Atinck Falls.

Gen, Lee had planned for a general
attack at 6 o'clock, with three guns to
be the signal and the main blow to be
delivered in the center against the bri-
gades of Bartlett and Torbert. By this
he hoped to separate the two wings of
the corps and throw them off in differ-
ent directions, and by a rapld dash to-
ward Banks's Ford capture the corps
in & body. The attack was not made
with the spirit that had characterize.d
the earlier assaults, Lee's men were
worn out by the days of continual fight-
Ing, and Torbert and Bartlett, with the
aid of the artillery, easily repulsed the
assault, not needing the help of Whea-
ton’s Brigade, which Sedgwick hurried
up to their assistance. The attack end-
ed as darkness came on. Sedgwick then
directed Newton, who had a high stand-
Ing as un engineer, to select a shorter
line in the rear upon which to with-
draw the troops, The retirement was
made in excellent order, with Gen, D.
A. Russell covering the retreat. The
enemy followed closely, yelling and fir-
ing, with Russell facing his troops about
and firing volle¥s when the pursuers
came too cloge. A strong line was taken
up, with Newton on the right, Brooks
next and Howe joining to continue the
line to the river. The ground was some-
what lower, and the movement was hid-
den from the enemy by the customary
fog, which rose to vall the position of
the Union trooups, while on the higher
ground the enemy stood out in the full
moonlight. The new line was covered
by 356 guns placed on the bluff on the
other side of the river. The enemy's
scouts were active, hawever, and pushed
up close to the line, threw up rockets
Lo indicate its position to their artillery,
which began a noisy but harmless shell-
ing.

Sedgwick was In a desperate quan-
dary, but Benham, who was his class-
mate, strongly advised him not to re-
cross the river without Hooker's ex-
press orders, nor without the whole of
s corps, This Sedgwick declded to
do. An order finally came which au-
thorized Sedgwick to cross at Banks's
Ford, so as to be within supporting dis-
tance of the main army, and upon this
Sedgwick acted. The crossing of the
river was made in good order, with lit-
tle annoyance from the enemy, tho he
kept up a comtinual shelling of the

munication having been re-established,

bridges. When the last of the men

20, 1865. The first Colonel was Alfred
H. Terry, promoted to Brigadler-Gen-
eral, April 25, 1862, succeeded by Jo-
teph R. Hawley, =also promoted to
Brigadier-General, Sept. 17, 1864, and
CoL B. 8. Atwell was in command of
the regiment when It was mustered out.
It belonged to the Tenth Corps, served
nearly all its time in the Department
of the South, and saw much severe
service around Charleston. It had four
companies in the assault on Fort Wag-
ner, where they displayed snusual gal-
lantry. Out of 191 officers and men,
103 were killed, wounded, or missing.
It lost still more heavily at Drewry's
Biuff, and took part in the successful
assault upon Fort Fisher. Out of the
total enlistment of 1,657, It lost 168
killed, or 10.1 per cent. The total
of Killed and wounded was 598, while
#8 died In Andersonville and other
prisons.—Editor National Tribune.

34 1. Cav., 130¢h NL aad 34 Ark. Cav.

Editor Nataional Tribune: Please give
a short history of these regiments. |
served in ¢wo of them.—I. L. Koonce,
Greenville, IIL

A short history of the 34 Ill. Cav.
was prepared for publication a few
weeks ago, and if it has not vet ap-
peared, will shortly.

The 130th Ill. was organized at Camp
Butler, Oct. 25, 1862, and mustered out|
Aug. 15, 1865. It was commanded by
Col. Nathaniel Niles, who resigned Dec.
5, 1863: succeeded by Lieut-Col. James
H. Matheny, who also resigned July 5,
1865, The command thea fell upon
Lieut-Col. John B. Reld, who retained
it until the regiment was mustered out.
It belonged to A. J. Smith's Division,
Thirteenth Corps, and lost 20 Kkilled
and 157 from disense, etc.

The 3d Ark. Cav. was organized at
Little Rock In February, 1864, and
mustered out June 30, 1865. It was
commanded all thru its serviee by Col
Abraham H. Ryan—Editor National
Tribune. ¥

Ti8th Ohlo.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a =short history of the 118th Ohio,
—Noah Sager, Fostoria, Ohio.

The 118th Ohlo was organized at
Cincinnati and Camp Mansfield from
September to November, 1862, and mus-
tered out June 24, 1865. It was com-
manded by Col. Samuel . Mott, who
resigned Feb. 10, 1864, succeeded by
Lisut.-Col. Thos. L. Young, who was dls-
charged Sept. 14, 1864. At the time
of muster-out the regiment was under
the command of Leiut.-Col. Edgar
Sowers. It belonged to Hascall's Divi-
slon, Twenty-Third Corps, and lost
6 killed and 128 from disease, etc.
—Editor National Tribune.

12th Towa.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short sketch of the 12th lowa—
John S. Mason, Sawtelle, Cal.

The 12th Jowa was organized at
Dubuque, Nov. 25, 1861, and finally
mustered out Jan. 20, 1868. It was
commanded by Col. Joseph Jackson
Wood, who retained the same until
the expiration of his term of service,
Nov. 22, 1864 Lieut.-Col. John H.
Stibbs, promoted to Colonel Sept 18,
1865, then took command and was
at the head of the regiment at the time
of final muster-out. It belonged to
Tuttle’s Division, Fifteenth Corps, and
lost 80 killed and 268 from disease, ete.
—Editor National Tribune.

The 2d Masa. Cav.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
me & short history of the 2d Mass.
Cav., and If any of my Co. E, boys are
living, would like to hear from them,
especlally Alvin Hamilton.—Jas. Forst,
841 W. Lexington St., Baltimore, Md.

The 2d Mass. Cav. was o nized
from Dec. 10, 1862, to June 20, 1863,
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companies A, E, F, L. and M, at San
Francisco, H, at Boston, and B, C, D
and I, at Readville, Mass, and was
mustered out July 20, 1865, It was
commanded by Col. Chas. R. Lowell, of
the Regular Army, who died Oct, 19,
1864, of wounds received at Cedar
Creek, succeeded by Col. Casper Crown-
ingshield., who was discharged June 16,
1865. At the time of muster-out Maj.
Archibald McKendry was in command.
Private Philip B. Bavbutt received a
medal of honor from the Secretary of
War. The 2d Mass. Cav. belonged to
Merritt's Division, Cavalry Corps, and
lost 90 killed and 141 from disease
ete.—Editor National Tribune.

- — -

The 57th IIL

Editor National Tribune: Will you
please give a short history of the §7th
IIL? I would ifke to hear from. some
of the boys, if not all dead—8 K.
Heffelman, Floris, Iowi.

The 57th Ill. was organized in Chi=
cago in December, 1361, and - finally
mustered out July 7, 1865. It was first
commanded by Col. Silas D. Baldwin,
who was dismissed March 28, 1863,
followed by Col. Frederick J. Hurlburt,
drowned in Chicago River April 27,
1885. At the time of muster-out Lieut. -
Col. Frederick A. Battey had command.
It belonged to Corse's Division, Six-
teenth Corps, and lost 112 killed and 18
from disease, ete.—Editor National
Tribune.
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