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CHAPTER XXXI

Ey jchn Mcelroy

LICES RETREAT

ilo Presents a Bolil Front toJIcade for
a Vliolr Baj and Then Moe Away
iieltucrtiels The Horror of the Kr
trent Hie Dulon Infantry aioc Out
Lciture but the Cavalry Dashes for
Lees Train Housh mains Thru
Dnrkncss and llain The Confederate
Cni dry Outmanmered and Outfought
KilpairicH lirlliiant Leadership

So Pursuit
Gen Abner Doubleday in his book

Chajicellcrsville and Gettysburg has
this to say

When Picketts chargo was repulsed
and the whole plain covered with fugi-

tives
¬

we all expected that Wellingtons
command at Waterloo of Up guards
and at them would be repeated and

Aa 1

that a grand countercharge would be
made But Gen Meade had made no
arrangements to give a return thrust
It seems to me he should have posted
the Sixth and part of the Twelfth Corp3
in rear of Gibbons Division the mo-

ment
¬

Picketts Infantry were seen
emerging from tho woods a mile and
a half off If they broke tliru our cen-

ter
¬

these corps would have been there
to revive them and if they failed to
pierce our line and retreated the two
corps could have followed them up
promptly before they had timo to rally
and organize An advance by Sjke s
would have kept Longstreet in posi ¬

tion In all probability we would have
cut the enemys army in two and cap-

tured
¬

the long line of batteries oppo ¬

site tin which were but slightly guard
ed Hancock lying wounded in an am
ininnfc v rnte to Meade recommend- -

i va raY ff fajni iiini iiiLi irtz sr -

o Tintimlr An in some sort the good
effectsof a counter blow but to lie ef
fective the movement should have been
prepared beforehand It was too late
to commence making preparations for
sin adninns when some time had
clapped and when Lee had Tallied his
troona and had made all hl3 arrange
ments to resist an assault It was ue
epftalnod afterward that he had 20
rounds jaf ammunition left per gun but
It was not evenly aisiriouieu arm kora
Hatterles in front had fired away all
their cartridges A countercharge un ¬

der such circumstances is considered
almost imperative in war for the beat
en army running and dismayed cannot
in the nature of things resist with much
spirit whertas the pursuers highly
elated b their success and with the
prospect of ending the contest fight

- with more energy and bravery- - Rodes
says the Union forces were so long In
occupying the town and In coming for-
ward

¬

after tho repulse of the enemy
that it was generally thought they had
retreated Meade rose leisurely over
to the Fifth Corps on the left and told
Sykes to send out and see if the enemy
In his front was firm and holding on to
their position A brigade preceded by
ekirmlshers was accordingly sent for-
ward

¬

but as Longstreets troops were
well fortified they resisted the advance
and Meade finding some hours had
elapsed and that Lee had closed up his
lints and was fortifing against him
gave up all Idea of a counter attack

A Ilnnilnjc titration
People In those days went from one

5extrenie to another sometimes In a
ery short space of time On the last

days of June and the first of July they
were consumed with terror us to Lees
progress and what his ultimate purpose
might be Not a few had prophesied
that sew York Philadelphia and Bal
timore would be his prey as well as
Washington The moment howeicr
that It was known that Lcc had been
stopped and defeated the people went
to thi other extreme and expected that
lie would be exterminated before he
could reach the Potomac Such papers
as the New York Tribune which went
from one fit of hyaterla to another
were wild that an immediate vengeful
and destructive pursuit be made The
jncn Wio did not like Meade assailed
him because he did not do this amV

--President Lincoln Gen Halleck and
the War Department even were strong ¬
ly cLCtant that only a shattered re¬

mainder at L fcB army would get back
across 1 he rctouw

As Gen Hancock fell with a severe
wound he dictated a note to Gen
Mead rgias that the Sixth Corps be
went in on a countercharge Meade did
not da iiiii becaupe it docs not cecm
to have occurred to cither him or the
commander it the Sixth Corps to make
such n ripoit To have been effective
the Sixth Corps should hac been ready
at the inlant Picketts shattered col-
umn

¬

was reeling under its terrible pun
ishment IJefore the Sixth Corpj

--which was lying at rest on Cemetery
Ridge could hac been put in motion
Picketts men would have been rallied
behind thlr artillery and the Sixth
Corps wculd have been obliged to make
a charge identical with Picketts and
with possibly the same result A ma ¬

jority of Meade higher officers who
have wrltton fincc the war have ex ¬

pressed fits opinion and that Meade
vas eminently wlc In not ordering a
countercharge by the Sixth Corps We
know now It Is true that the Confeder-
ate

¬

battel if j had well nigh exhausted
their ammuniicn and the Sixth Corp
would have had a much easier advance
against Seminary nidge than Pickett
had against the wctl supplled batteries
before him But Meade and his Gen ¬

erals did not and could not know this
Nor did they know ithat every man
that Loo had had been put into action
and severely handled The air was full
of stories of Beauregard advancing iy
the way of the Shenandoah Valley with

I powerful reinforcements and that oven
t n portion of iheso had reached Lcc

So far from thinking of making a re-
turn

¬

blow Meade did not believe that

the battle was really over He did not
think that Lee was going to give up in
that way without still another offen ¬

sive demonstration

The Movement by the Flank
Meade had handled his army safely

and conservatively keeping the Sixth
Corps In reserve for any startling emer-
gency

¬

At this distance of time it
seems probably quite as well since he
dd not have the Sixth Corps in readi
ness to dash over the stone wan aim
sweep on the heels of Pickett thru the
Confederate line that c refrained from
the countercharge altogether He did
issue a idry wise order for the Fifth
Corps to move out in the direction of
Lees right Hank This was safe den-
tine

¬

and promised rich results The
Fifth Corps in splto of ita lighting on
thp second day had really sultered less
than any other corps except the Sixth

0
It liadmirbiit of ft offly the thin line
of Longstreets badly battered men
and an advance Inthatdirectlon would
have turned Ies ilank and tnrcaieneu
hlsUne orretreat Tn away that could
not linvo failed to give him sickening
nnnrnhension A large part of the
army stood convenient to support the
Fifth Corps in this movement anu xnc
Sixth Corps was in a position to lend
powerful assistance aicaue iiu issue
the order for the Fifth Corps to move
out but tlie order liad little urgency in
it and as Gen Sykes the commander
of the corps was not a positive nggrvs
slvo man there was no vim in the
preparations to ooey me uruci auu

furhe movement resulted In nothing
ther than the brilliant charge of Mc
Candlessa Brigade which cleared Us
front captured a batten and recov-
ered

¬

--all tire ground which bad been
loaL If xi single brigade handled by
antarneat resolute man could accom-
plish

¬

UiifS wc may welt Imagine what

such a man as Hancock led out the
Fifth VncTsMh CorpPcTn n grand sweep
around Lees right flank

Lee Begins the Itrtrent
Lcc wasctTtalnbGKMat in one thing

and that was his profound knowledge
of the men opposed to him At Antie
tam after his army hod been battered
almost to remnants and was at the

mercy of McClellan Lee rearranged his
lines presented a bold front and calm ¬

ly confronted McClcllans overwhelm ¬

ing forces during the whole of Sept 18

when and all his Generals well knew
that the advance of only one of Mc
Clellans fresh corps tould have tum ¬

bled the Confederate army In ruin But
knew McClellan well enough to

dread nothing from lilm and he seems
to have had a like confidence In the
jjon Meade

As soon as Lee saw Picketts column
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over and that there was nothing left
for him but to get back to Virginia as
nilolK ns nnsslblc Yot he took this
step with the same deliberation which
he displayed in crossing the Potomac

n AntfAtmn All the lonfr rinv of
July 4 the Confederate pickets main
tained their positions in front of the
Union skirmishers as spiteful and de
fiant as ever and acting as if still fully
bent upon a program of aggression In
the meantime Leo and his troops were
speeding back toward the Cumberland
Valley and the Potomac the endless
miles of wagons laden with epoils
which they 1iad gathered from the
fruitful farms and well stocked store- -
houses that wealthy Im- - cries the wdundcd and
boden with fresh troops both infnntry
and cavalry had been ordered to take
charge these trains which stretched
over 1C miles in length and were drawn
by some 10000 horses and mules He
was to start from Cashtown with all
speed making his way by Chambers
burg and Hagerstown to the banks
the Potomac crossing that river at the
pontoon which had been left Falling
Waters four miles below Williamsport

While Imboden was pushing on to
Chambcrsburg the army would take up
the march by the way of for
a gap in the South Mountain thus all
the time covering the trains from an
attack of our cavalry which was mak-
ing

¬

its way around Lees flank to inter-
cept

¬

him before he could reach the
Potomac Lees orders were for the
movement of the troops to begin at
sunset and continue during the night
Hills Corps was to lead off followed
by Longstrects with Ewclls bringing
up the rear These movements were
In a way screened by a deluge of rain
which came up about noon and soon
had the fields and roads flowing with
torrents While the Confederates could
march thru this to escape it was not

i
OF WAGONS LADEN WITH WOUNDED

I

so easy to put the Union troops in mo¬

tion for pursuit even If Gen Mcadc
had any such thought

As Lee had drawn Ewell and Long--
street Jjtclc to Semlnury Kiuge-- tn j
Union corp3 commanders advanced on
their respective fronts to get posses
sion of the ground wittcn naei oieii
fought over gather in the wounded and
ktp In close touch with the enomy so
us to obsarvo his movements On tho
right Slocym advanced as far aR tlt
York road while Sedgwick on tho left
pushed forward to the Peach Orchard
the Kleventh Qorp came down from
Cemetery Itldge Into the town Get-
tysburg

¬

and the cavalry was set In motion

for Leos rieht flank Buford who
had had time to feed and rest his
horses at Westminster was ordered to
strike out for Frederick where Merritt
was to join him and he was then to
move thru the South Mountain Gap
to strike the Confederate pontoon a J
Williamsport tuipaincK wiin if
vision was to strike directly for the

that atcainst the passage of Lees army
In the meantime Meade had called

another council of war in which the
question of attacking the enemy was
debated and decided against Meade
concluded to wait 24 hours more for
the development Lees plans but
did not liave so long for the

W

r to

MAP OF LEES RETREAT TO VIRGINIA

Lee

morning of July 5 showed that tho
enemy had disappeared from his whole
front

The Horror of the Retreat
There Is no sadder chapter in the

Confederate annals than tho story of
the misery or the retreat from Gettys-
burg

¬

with the miles wagons laden
with wounded many even unto death
thousands more with limbs and bodies
throbbing with the pale of undressed
wounds and an suffering- - for water and

recoil he knew that the battle was food Ir Battles and Leaders Gen

John D Imboden elves an Impressive
description Iri 1

After darlll setlout from Cashtown
to gain the head of tho column a
the night Sly orders had been per-

emptory
¬

thatolthcol should be na
for any cause whatever If an accident
should happen tonany vehicle it was
immediately to be put out of tho roau

nlinmlnnR -- Tf ertllimn HlOVeU

rapidly cohSiderrrfg tho rough roads
and the dajknessi and from almost
every wagorttc forofliany milcs issueu
heartrcndlngrrwalls of agony For lour
hours I hurried forward on my way to
M frnnt tit Innil thflt timC I W 36
never out olJtcarinx of tho groans and

of country of Inajp
of

of

at

Fairfield

MILHS

of

ius

of

ly oner in u irunarea imu -- -
quate surgical aid owing to tho de ¬

mands on tho hard working Surgeons
from still worse cases that had to be
left behind Many of the wounded
the wagons had been without food for
3C hours Their torn and bloody cloth-
ing

¬

matted and hardened was rasp ng
tho tender inflamed and still oozing
wounds Very few of the wagons had
aven a layer jot straw in them and all
were without springs Tho road was
rough and rocky from the heavy wash ¬

ings of the preceding day The jolting
was enough to have killed strong men
if long exposed to it From nearly
every wagon as the teams trotted on
urged by whip and shout came such
cries and shrieks as these

Oh God Why cant I die
My God Oh For Gods sake

stop just for one minute Take me out
and leave me to die on the roadside

I am dying I am dying My poor
wife my dear children wnat wui do
come of vou

My God Will no one have mercy
and kill me

Some were simply moaning some
were praying and others uttering the

T7 ELr8rA
-- P T 1

so1 33
ibJ Yd

moBt fearful jpikn
despair -- wringfrom
themwhilea majority with

byl sublime devotion to the
cause they fought for endured without
complaint unspeakable tortures and
even spoke wWrda Si cheer and comfort
to their 0f jy W11I

or more acuUfl norves Occasionally a
wagon wouletnbo pasoed fiom which
only could be heard
No help could berendered to any of
tho suffcrtrsinoNo heed could be given
to any ot thelrcippohls Mercy and duty1
to the many loroaue tne loss oi a mo-
ment

¬

In the vain effort the and there
to comply with -of tho fuw
On On Wo mut move on The storm
continued and the darkness was ap-
palling

¬

Thero yrasp time even to fill
x canteen with water for a dying man
for except the drivers and the guards
all were wounded and utterly helpless
in that vast procession of misery Dur ¬

ing this one night I teaHzed more of
the horrors of J war than an

Monterey Gap- - to endeavor to TibfeiftfTie two preceding years

to wilt

In

SnnsYhat

And yet In the darkness was our
safety for no enemy would dare attack
where he could not distinguish friend
from foe We knew that when day
brpjte irpon us we should be harassed
by bands of cavalry hanging on our
flanks Therefore our aim -w to go
ns far as possible under n of the
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night Instead ot1 soing thru Cham- -
uiirg a Jul o xvc me lujn

road at near Fairfield after crossing the
mountains and take a near cut across
the country tqGrepncastle where day- -
break on tho snbrnTng ot July 5 found
the head of our cojumn We were now
12 or 15 miles from the Potomac at
Williamsport oiff0olnt Into
Virginia

1J IO
Fresji Troubles Begin

Hero our1IKpprehendcd troubles be-
gan

¬

After itis advance tho ISth Va
Cav had pjseerperhaps a mile be¬
yond tho town nh6 citizens to tho num ¬

ber of 20 or 40 attaekerl thn tmln vvHti
axes cuttlngthd spokes out of 10 or a
dozen wheelstrnd propping the wagons
In the streets Ta moment I heard of
It I sent back a detachment of cavalry
to capture every citizen who had been
engaged In this wcrk and treat themas prisoners of war This stonnea the
trouble there but the Union cavalry
Degan to swarm uown upon us from
the fields and crossroads making their
attack in small bodies and striking
the column where there wore but few
or no guards and thus creating great
confusion Z had a narrow escape fromcapture by ono of these parties of
perhaps 50 men that I tried to drive
off with canister from two of McClana
hans guna that wero close at hand
They would perhaps have been too
much for me had not CoL Imbodenhearing the firing turned back with his
regiment at a gallop md by the sud- -
ucunesa on ma inurement surroundedand caught the entlro party

To add to our perplexities still fur-
ther

¬

a report reached me a little after
sunrise that tho Federals In largo force
held Williamsport I did not fully
credit this and decided to push on
Fortunately tho report was untrue
After a great deal of desultory fighting
and harassments along tho road during
the day nearly the whole of the im ¬

mense train reached Williamsport on
tho afternoon of tho 5th A part of It
with Harts Battery camo in iieii j
Gen Young having halted and turned
ii oK Yiftnntn mmrdlnir tho road from

tho west with his cavairy ve uu
nnnnnoinn nt im tnwn to convert it Into
a great hospital for the thousands of
wounaeawe naa orougin num --

burg I required all the families In
the ninen to tro to cooking for the sick
and wounded on pain of having their
kitchens occupied for that purpose by
mv men They readily compiled A
largo number of Surgeons had accom-
panied

¬

tho train and these at once
pulled off their coats and went to work
and soon a vast amount of suffering
was mitigated Tho bodies of a few
who had died on the march were buried
All Jhls became necessary because the
tremendous rains had raised the river
more than 10 feet above the fording
stage of water and wo could not pos-
sibly

¬

cross then Thero were two small
ferryboats or flats there which I im ¬

mediately put Into requisition to carry
across those of the wounded who after
being fed and having their wounds
dressed thought they could walk to
Winchester Quito a large number
were able to do this so that the flats
were kept running all the time

The Indefatlgnble Kilpatrick
On tho morning of July 4 Gen Kil-

patrick
¬

was Informed of the retreat of
Lees army and that a heavy train of
wagons was moving on tho road to
Hagerstown which train he was ex
pecteel to capture and destroy Kil-
patrick

¬

was directed to start at once
for Emmltsburg where ho would And
Col Huey3 Brigade which he would
take with him At 3 oclock in tne
ifternoon ho reached Emmltsburg
finding Huey waiting eagerly for him
vnd the column swept on without a
halt for the Monterey Gap In the South

i Mountain for which the Confederates
lvero making A portion of Stuarts

avalry was encountered at Millers and
forced off the road The top of the
mountain was soon gained and the
itrey of the long wagon train seemed
within reach Night was rapidly com-
ing

¬

on tho and It was raining in tor-
rents

¬

The Confederate rear guard
opened upon the cavalrymen with ar-
tillery

¬

and musketry and at the same
time Stuart attacked Col Huey who
vns bringing up tho rear Tho road
thru the gap was a narrow shelf be

reen a steep bank on one side and a
ep ravine on the other This did noi
ter Kilpatrick nor his men whom h
nt In on a charge thru tho pcltin

lowers The Confederates were forced
k and many prisoners taken Still

eater perils confronted the cavalry
nee the enemy was forming his line
ut a half mile further on with rein
nrcements constantly arriving Pen
ingtons Battery ever at hand whei
harp quick work was needed wa

orought up and replied to the enemy- -

tttlllery with Its usual success Thei
Custer was ordered forward to cleai
the road and attack the train which
ho did In the brilliant manner charac-
teristic

¬

of him Inthe meantime a by- -
joad to Smithsburg had been found bj
which the 1st Vt Cav under Lleut
Cbl Preston moved to intercept the
train which was thought to be that of
jBWQirs tjorps uno guaru or teamster
were driren off and the whole train
heavily laden with the spoils of the
country was destroyed save some 30
wagons and a few ambulances filled
with wounded officers who were sent
back with the rest of the prlsonqrs to
Frederick Md By 9 oclock on the
morning of tho 5th Kilpatrick hart
13C0 prisoners on hls hands with one
battle flag and a large number of horse
and mules and several hundred wound-
ed

¬

Confederates left upon the field In
this exploit known as tho engagement
of Monterey Gap which was sharp and
full of vicissitudes and daring from the
first Kilpatrick Jost only five killed 10
wounded and 28 missing It was a
brilliant piece of work for the cavalry
Jn which it had badly outmanuvered Its
old enemy Stuart Stuart was trying
Ills best to come to the rescue of
his train but had been successfully held
in check by Col Pennock Huey with
tils brigade Suddenly leaving this ob
Stlnate opponent Stuart sw pt around
thru Emmltsburg to Mechanicstown to
cross tho mountain and pen up Kilpat-
rick

¬

in the Valley Kilpatrick learned
ot his approach In time and went into
position on three hills which com ¬

manded tho mountain roads by which
Stuart was expected On tho first hill
Hueys Brigade was posted with Ful-
lers

¬

artillery forming the first line of
battle On tho second hill to the rear
and right was Richmonds Brigade
with Elders Battery and still farther
to tho rear and right was Custers Brl
gade with Penningtons Battery

The right nt Sinlthsuurg
Stuart opened the attack about 530

oclock but showed at once how much
he was suffering from the well directed
artillery fire directed upon him Hj
persisted in the attack for an hour
when seeing its hopelessness he ceased
with characteristic suddenness and
withdrew his men in the direction of
Wrightsville Kilpatrick did not pur
sue for he was only too glad to see
Stuart go and leave him in possession
of his rich spoil of prisoners wagons
and other captures Kilpatrick fell
back to Boonsboro and late that night
succeeded in turning the fruits of his
victory over to Gen French Ho learned
that Stuart had gone to Hagerstown
where he was barricading tho roads
and intrenching to protect tho trains
which filled the roads between there
and Williamsport

The morning of July 8 Kilpatrick
started out to find Stuart Gen Buford
camo up with his division and as he
outranked Kilpatrick the latter placed
his command at Bufords disposal
After a brief consultation It was de-
cided

¬

that Buford should go on to
Williamsport and attack while Kilpat-
rick

¬

would execute his original inten-
tion

¬

against Stuart no succeeded in
surprising Stuart who was expecting
him In quite another direction That
portion which Kilpatrick encountered
was driven in some confusion to tho
northeast toward Grcencastle and Get-
tysburg

¬

Kilpatrick was now In one of
those dangerous entanglements tviiich
were his delight and in which his genius
showed brightest From prisoners cap-
tured

¬

ho learned that Hoods whole
division of infantry was marching
straight upon him at a distance of only
a few miles He had to come to a set-
tlement

¬

with Stuart in a very brief
space of time therefore or the crush-
ing

¬

force of Infantry on his flank would
be added to tho cavalry on his front
Kilpatrick acted with his usual prompt-
ness

¬

Be left Richmonds Brigade to
hold Hood in check and with the other
two rushed off to help Buford destroy
the --trains near Williamsport Gen
Custer camo in on Bufords right with-
in

¬

a mile of Williamsport and tho the
fighting was hot was steadily driving
tho enemy when word came from CoL
Richmond that he was being over¬

whelmed by Infantry cavalry and ar-
tillery

¬

At tho same time when the
Confederate infantry was moving on
Kilpatrlcks right flank Buford sent
an officer to say that the enemy was
turning Ills flanks and that lie would
be obliged to retreat Both commands
woroln tho greatest danger but their
veteran commanders handled them
with great skill and withdrew regi ¬

ment after regiment back to a place
of safety- - Some time after dark both
divisions wet Into bivouac at Joness
Crossroads on the road to Boonsboro

They had bad four days of brilliant
exciting work full of hardships and
thrilling perils but rewarded bv suc- -

J cesses which bad wreathed every gul- -

don with glory They had dashed thru
tho darkness and rain by way of rugged
mountain nasaeq and ravines Into tho
very midst of tho enemy cut out and
destroyed his wagon trains outrougnt
his cavalry Only tho presence of heavy
masses or infantry Eaved Lees wnoie
mass of transportation from their
clutches Tho sDectaclQ of Stuart driV
en back fcy Kllpatrlcka rear guard
while the advance was forcing Monto
rey Pass and swooping down on Ewolla I five companies three yenrs men from
trnln- - rt StilfirtH lMnt rnmnMIftd tnltViA floK XT v i7 x i rn ise

a frenzied rush on a wide circuit j also the enlisted men and recruits or
to tho north to eet Into the Valley be
fore Kilpatrick of his being so easily
beaten off when he attempted to rescue
the prisoners are very bright pictures
In the history of the cavalry of the
Army of the Potomac It was paying
off with interest lt3 discomfitures on
the Peninsula and the plains of Manas-
sas

¬

Stuarta Report
Stuarts report of- - these operations Is

complicated and on its face appears
disingenuous Ho has to explain many
and ho qualifies thorn to the utmost
He says that Kilpatrlcks claim of 400
or COO wagons captured near Monterey
was a gross exaggeration wun noi
mnre than 40 wagons captured He
nrimlto the preat dancer to his trains
at Williamsport which wero parked
there and the enterprise anu gauanirj
of the attacks by Buford and Kilpat-
rick

¬

In his report ho says
Hagerstown is six miles from Wil-

liamsport
¬

the country between being
almost entirely cleared but Intersected
bv almost Innumerable fences and
ditches The two places are connected
by a lane and perfectly straight mac-
adamized

¬

road The enemys dismount-
ed

¬

skirmishers fought from street to
street and some time elapsed before
the town was entirely clear tho enemy
taking the road first toward Sharps- -
burg but afterward turneet to ino wil-
liamsport

¬

road Just as the town was
cleared I heard tho sound of artillery
nt Willlamsnort- -

The cavalry excepting two brigades
with Gen Fltz Lee wero now preiiy
well concentrated at Hagerstown and
ono column under Col Chamblis3 was
pushed directly down the road aner
the enemy while Robertsons two regi-
ments

¬

and Jenkinss Brigade kept to
tho left of the road moving In a paral-
lel direction with Chambliss A por
tion of the Stuart Horse Artillery also
iccomnanled the movement The first
charge was gallantly executed by the
leadinc brleade ChambllssSs now
numbering onlv a few hundred men
he 0th and 13th Va Cav participating

with marked gallantry The column
in the flank was how hurried up to
ttack the enemy in flank but the ob

stacles such as nost-anu-r- iences
lelayed its progress so long tnat tne
nemy had time to rally along a crest

of rocks and fences from which he
pened with artillery raking the road

Jenkinss Brigade was ordered to
Ismount and deploy oer the difficult
round This was done with marked
ffect and boldness Lleut CoL WItcher
s usual distinguishing himself by his
ourage and conduct The enemy thus
lislodged was closely pressed by the
nounted cavalry but made one effort
it a countercharge which was gal- -
antly met and rsnulsed by Col James

B Gordon commanding a fragment of
he 5th N C Cav that officer exhlblt
ne under myi eye individual iprowess
Jeservlng special commendation The
reuulse was soon after converted Into
i rout by ColMjomaxV regiment 11th
Va Cav Joness Brigadeiwhleh now
ook the road under the gallantrlead
rshlp of Its Colonel withdrawn sabers

ind charged down the turnpike under
i fearful fire orartillery

The enemy was now very near Wil-
liamsport

¬

and this determined and
vigorous attack In rear soon compelled
ilm to raise tho siege of that place
ind leave In hasty discomfiture by the
Iranesville road His withdrawal was
avorcd by night which set In just as
ve reached the ridge overlooking WII
lamsport An important auxiliary- - to
his attack was rendered by Brig Gcn
itz Lee who reached the vicinity of

Williamsport by the Greencastle road
ery opportunely and participated in

the attack with his accustqmed spirit
Great credit is due the command

for the fearless and determined man-
ner

¬

in which they rushed upon the
enemy and compelled him to lose his
hold upon the main portion of the
transportation of the 4army Without
this attack It la certalnthatour trains
would have fallen Into the hands of
the enemy for whllesomeresistance
was made by Gen Imboden still the
ilze and nature of his command the
peculiar conformation of the ground
overlooked by hilts and annroached bv
six plain roads go to show conclusively
mat not even a display of Spartan
heroism on the part of his command
could have saved those wagons from
the torch of the enemy I communi-
cated

¬
with him after opening the road

oy a lieutenant wnom I met but a
short distance from tho town Officers
present with Gen Imboden during the
attack assure me I am right in the
foregoing opinion I was apprised when
about midway that Lieut Gen Long
street had arrived at Hagerstown

As a part of the operations of thisperiod I will here report that about 60
of the wagons belonging to Lees Bri-
gade

¬
while in the special charge of

Gen Imboden en route to Williams-port
¬

near Mercersburg were capturedby the enemy A court of Inquiry hasbeen convened to inquire into the cir-
cumstances

¬
of this capture I there-

fore
¬

forbear animadversion on the sub-
ject ¬

To bo continued

The 12th X J and 125th C T
cuuor national Tribune I servedjiu uum inese regiments and wouldlike a sketch of both --W L SeranPaden Okla
The 12th N J one of Foxs fighting

cbiiucuuj uaj urgunizeu at oouDUrySept 4 1862 and mustered out July 15
1865 It was commanded by Cols Rob-ert

¬
C Johnson John H Wllletts andJohn WJlIIan in succession Its first

battle was Chancellorsvllle where itlougnt in Hayss Brigade losing 24
jwueu is wounaeei anu 22 missing a
total of 178 At Gettvaliiir- the itvdistinguished itself on the arternoonofthe second day by a charge of four
companies in wjiicli they captured the
Bliss Darn filled with the enemys
8liarpshooters capturing seven Confed
erate omcers and 92 men It lost atGettysburg 23 killed 83 wounded andnine missing The 12th crossed theRapidan with 423 men 17 of whichwere killed or wounded at tho Wilder-
ness

¬
or Spots Ivania Lieut Col ThosH Davis was killed at the latter place

After Cold Harbor the regiment was
reduced to 90 muskets It belonged toHayss Division Second Corps and outof a total enrollment of 1848 lost 177killed and 99 from disease etc Its to-
tal

¬
of killed and wounded was 587 and

14 of its members died in Confederateprisons
The 125th C T was organized at

Louisville from February to June 1865
C03 G and II were mustered out Oct
31 1867 and the remaining companies
Dec 20 1867 It was commanded by
Col Chas D Armstrong who resigned
April 9 1866 succeeded by Col Wm
R Gerhart Editor Nationat Tribune

The 101st If T
Editor National Tribune May I ask

you to give a short history of the 101st
N Y David H Coon Canastota NY

Tho 101st N Y was organized at
New York City from September 1861
to August 18C2 for three years Jt was
consolidated with the 37th N Y Dec
24 1862 and the officers mustered out
with the 40th N Y as the 37th in May
1863 It was commanded by Col En-
rico

¬

Fardella who resigned July 8
1862 succeeded by Col George F Ches-
ter

¬

In command at the time of con
solidation It belonged to BIrneys Dl- -

The 40th 2V T
editor National Tribune Please ghra

a Bhort history of the 40th N Y
Gould B Utter K F D No 2 Knox
Ind

The 40th N Y ono of Foxs flghtln
regiments was organized at Yonkcra
June 27 1S61 and as a battalion of
eight companies finally mustered out
June 271365-- The 87th N Y was
transferred entlro in September 1SSS

of

make
the 37th and 34th N Y when thosarcgiriients returnod Four of its com-
panies

¬
were also raised In Maasachusotts and joined tho 40th the quota of

their state being full Tho 40th was
commanded by Cols Edward Rlloy
Thos W Eagan and Madison M Can-
non

¬
in succession It sustalnod an un ¬

usual Ios3 In battle and In Its number
of killed stands next to the head in tho
list of New York infantry regiments
At Fair Oaks under the command of
Col Eagan five companies numbering
231 officers and men were hotly en ¬

gaged every man in the color guard
falling cither killed or wounded It
belonged to BIrneys Division Third
Corps and lost 238 killed and 172 from
disease etc Forty five of Its members
died in Confederate prisons Editor
National Tribune

The 4th Vt
Editor National Tribune I would

Hko to have you print a history ot th
old Vermont Brigade and of tho 4th
Vt in particular Henry Adams Grand
Rapids O

The 4th Vt ono of Foxs fighting reg-
iments

¬
was organized at Brattleboro

Sept 21 1861 and finally mustered out
July 13 1865 It was commanded by
Cols Edward H Stoughton a West
Point graduate Chas B Stoughton and
George P Foster successively Its first
close fighting occurred at Fredericks-
burg

¬
where it fought on the skirmish

line losing four men killed and 14
wounded in Co B alone by a singlo
discharge of canister At the Wilder ¬
ness the regiment lost 41 killed 223
wounded and four missing a total of
268 out of less than 600 engaged At
Weldon Railroad eight officera and 133
men wero surrounded and captured Itbelonged to the famous Vermont Bri ¬
gade Gettys Division Sixth Corps and
out of a total enrollment of 1658 lost
162 killed and 289 from disease etc
Its total of killed and wounded was
556 and 77 of Its members died in
Confederate prisons We cannot glvo
brigade histories Editor National
Tribune

The 173d W Y
Editor National Tribune Please glvo

a short history of the 173d N Y
Peter A Hanson Gotebo Okla

Tho 173d N Y was organized at New
York City In October and November
1862 and mustered out Oct 18 1865
It was commanded by Col Chas B
Morton who resigned March 15 1863
succeeded by Col Louis M Peck in
command at the time of muster out
The 173d was also called the Fourth
National Guards and belonged to
Dwights Division Nineteenth Corps It
lost 44 killed and 131 from disease etc

Editor National Tribune

The 14th Iowa
Editor National Tribune Please glva

a short history of the 14th Iowa I W
Mouat Whlto Hills Ariz

The 14th Iowa was organized at Dav-
enport

¬
at different dates Cos D E P

G H I and K In November 1882 Co
C In May 1863 and upon tho expira- -
iion oi its inree years term ot service
the veterans and recrult3 were con
solidated into a battalion of two com
panies and finally mustered out Aug 8
1865 It was commanded by CoL Wm
T Shaw who retained the command
until mustered out Nov 16 1864 upon
expiration of his term of service At
the time of final muster out of

Capt Orville Burke was in com- -
mand It belonged to Mowers Division
Sixteenth Corps and lost 64 killed and
139 from disease etc Lieut Col Jo¬

seph H Newbold was killed in action
at Pleasant Hill Editor National
Tribune

The 6th Pn Cav
Editor National Tribune Kindly glva

a brief history of the Rush Lancers tho
only lancer regiment in the army Ibelieve Henry Plumer 92d St and
Smith Lane Brooklyn N Y

The 6th Pa Cav also called Rushs
Lancers was organized at Philadelphia
and Reading from August to October
1861 and upon the expiration of Its
three years term of service the veter-
ans

¬
and recruits retained and consoli-

dated
¬

June 17 1865 with the 1st and
17th Cav to form the 2d Provisional
Pa Cav It was commanded by CoL
Richard H Rush who resigned Sept
29 1863 and at the time of consolida-
tion

¬
Col Chas I Leiper was in com¬

mand It belonged to Merrltts Divi
sion Cavalry Corps and tost 78 killed
and 89 from disease etc Editor Na-
tional

¬

Tribune

Tlie Oth Pa Car
Editor National Tribune Please givs

a short sketch of the Oth Pa Cav Ga Gelbe Iuka 111

The 9th Pa Cav was organized at
Harrisburg In October and November
1861 and finally mustered out July 18
1865 It was commanded by Col Ed¬
ward C Williams who resigned Oct 9- -

1862 and at the time of final muster
out Lleut Col Thomas J Jordan was
In command Tho Oth was also known
as the 92d Volunteers or Lochlel Cav
and belonged to McCooks Division
Cavalry Corps It lost 72 killed and
157 from disease etc Editor National
Tribune

The 210th Pa
Editor National Tribune Please pub

Hsh a short sketch of my regiment tha
210th Pa --Oscar B Carr Espy Pa

The 210th Pa was organized at Har¬
risburg during September 1864 for ono
year and mustered out May 30 1865
It was commanded by Col Wm Ser ¬

geant of the Regular Army who died
April 11 1865 of wounds succeeded by
Lieut Col Edward L Witman in com¬
mand at tho time of muster out It be
longeel to Ayress Division Fifth Corps
and lost 40 killed and 45 from disease
etc Editor National Tribune

The SStli III
Editor National Tribune Please glva

a short history of the 5Sth 111 giving
date of consolidation William Har-
vey

¬
New Decatur Ala

The 58 th 111 was organized at Chl
coga from Dec 24 1861 to Feb 7
1862 and all members but veterans
mustered out Feb 7 1865 when tho
organization composed of veterans and
recruits was consolidated into a bat-
talion

¬

of four companies to which sir
new companies organized in February
and March 1865 were added The new
organization was retained In service till
April 1 1866 when It was mustered out
It was commanded by Col Wm F
Lynch who was mustered out upon ex-

piration
¬

of term of service Feb 7 1865r
succeeded by CoL Robert W Healy in
command at the time of final muster
out It belonged to Mowers Division
Sixteenth Corps and lost S3 killed aner
215 from disease etc Editor National
Tribune

The 2d Ho S H
Editor National Tribune Please give

a short history of the 2d Mo S M J
W Matthews Delano Cal

The 2d Mo S M was organized In
the State at large from December 1S61
to April 1862 to serve during the war
In Missouri and was mustered out at
different dates from February to April
1865 The 11th Cav Mo State Militia
was consolidated with it Sept 1 1862
It was commanded by Col John Mc
Neil who was promoted to Brigadier
General March 8 1863 succeeded by
CoL John B Rogers In command at

vision Third Corps and lost 25 killed the time of muster out It lost 18
and 49 from disease etc Editor Na j lulled and 89 from disease etc Editor
tlonal Tribune INational Tribune


