e e

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE: WASHINGTON, D. C. THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1909."

i AT FORT

MONROE.

——— s

“The Stalwart Ships, The Beautiful and Bold Adventurers.”
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No mnatter what opinion may have been
entertnined by some of the people of the
country as to the expediency of rhe croise
of onr magnificent fleet around the world,
po true American could have looked upon
those 16 beautiful white battleships and
their escorting sisterships as they sniled
in stately diznity gcrass Hampton HRoads
to thelr anciorage sFeb, 22, without feel-
Ing the heart beat faster and the breast
ewell with pride. It was indeed a splen-
did and impressive sight. To be sure
pature was in her most unsympathetic
mood, enring naught for the hundreds of
anvionsly awaiting sweethearts and wives
who had gathered at Fort Menroe to wel-
come back their loved ones, and did her
best to render the speetacular part of the
home-coming a fallgre. Perbaps, she thot
a little water, more or less, mattercd
paught to navy folk—as for the civilians,
why of course they didn't count any way—
events it was her mood to make the
as disagreeable ss possible and she

at
day

-

the white Imll of the Connecticut, which
was to lead the procession in.

The water was full of eraft of all
kinds and descriptions, from the queer lit-
tle black torpedo boats flying hither and
yon to the big heavily laden excursion
steamers, Out into the gray mist in the
direction of the tail of the Ilorseshoe
Rhoals, where the Mayflower lay at an-
clhor, they all steamed, private yachts
gaily decorated, and \'E‘SSE‘L strung with

signnl flags which it was said carried the

message “Welcome Home Onee More”
As far as the eye of the watcher could

see the bay was filled with these hoats,

hig and small, decorated and otherwise,
their decks, when they had them, black
with humanity and all going in the same
direction. It was a scene ol great ac-
tivity and excitement and it was well
that there was something to relieve the
strain of watching, to interest and amuse
that immense erowd of spectators as they
stood in the wet sand or grass, under

queer-looking fire control masts, which
someone remarked looked more like the
framework built over oil wells than any-
thing else. As no one in the crowd had
ever seen anything of this sort the com-
parison was not questioned. This mast is
an American invention, and our Navy is
the first to adopt it, tho England and
Germany are about to do so. It will not
fall unless cut completely thru, which is
cortainly something greatly in its favor,
since on its top it is intended to put an
officer in time of battle to control the
ship's fire. From his point of vantage
the officer can see if the guns are aimed
too Ligh, and indicate the seme to the
zunners.

Stepping neither to the right nor left,
but keeping in perfect line with their
sisters in white, these nine big, powerfal,
Quaker-toned ships followed after them,
preserving to a nicety the same distance
apart of 400 yards, and in less than an
hour the three squadrons had passed be-
fore the eyes of the spectators and lay at
anchor in douhble rows. The crulse was
over and the fleet was in.

At the Tall of the Horseshoe.

It is said that the officers of the fleet
wanted as little fuss and ceremony as pos-

sible about their homecoming, Laving bad
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THE VOYAGE AROUND THE WORLD OF THE FLEET.

poccecded admirably. The skies were leaden
and a cold, penetrating rain fell steadily,
much of the time in heavy showers. The
heavy fog of the early morning, which
threatened to totally obscure the ships,
cleared somewhat as the day adwanced, tho
the mist still hung thickly over there to the
left where all eves were turned. So low
were the clonds and so gray was every:
thing that it was almost impossible to tell
where water ended and sky began.

For nearly a week before people lin
been pouring into Old Point from 1l
trains and bonts. Most of these were
*navy widows” and young women wear-
deg on their hands the large cluss ring of
the Annapolis Naval Academy graduate
which told the story, ages old, yet ever
new. To these women the cruise meant
but one thing, the cruel separation from
hushand and gallant sailor boy, and now

the jovful reunion after the long 14
montks of waiting.
Large numbers of civilians of both

gexes had also been gathering to witness
the home-coming of the fleet, especinlly on
the 2ist and on the morninv of the 224,
aud these with the navy contingent took
their stand, on the all-important day, in
many cases as early as 9 o'clock, along the
gea-wall in front of the fort, or upon the
bigher ground back, in the rooms and on
the baleonies of the Chsmberlain Hotel.
In fact every inch of ground at that part
-of the Point was black with humanity.
When it was seen that the day was to
bé rainy those not provided with umbrella
and rubbers made a rapid descent upon the
one little store in the neighborhood that
kept them, and jt is said ontire stock
was bought out IOF before you could say
Jack Robinson. any could not be pro-
vided with these articles, so exceedingly
necessary on such a day, and stood four
and five honrs with wet feet and drenched
clothing, peering thru the heavy mist for

DEAFNESS CURED

By New Discovery

¥

“l1 have dcmon-
that
deafness can be
cared.”—Dr.
Clifford Powell.

strated

Guy

The secret of how to use ths mysterious and Invis-
Rilensture forces for the cure of Deafmesy and Heaa
Molses has at lnat been discoversd by the famous
Plhyriclan-Sctentint, Dr, Guy Clifford Powell. Deaf
ot and Head Nolses dlsappear as 1f by magle under
the use of this new mnd wonderful discovery, He will
pend all who suffer from DeafDess and Head Ilofses
full Infurmation bow they can be cured, nbyolutely
fiwe, no matter how loag they have been deafl, or
what cansed thelr deafnose This marvelous Treat-
moent ls 80 slmple, natural snd certuin that you will
wunder why it was pot disouwered before. luvesth
Fulors sre satonlshed, and ciured petients themsolves
marvel ot the gulck resulis  Any deal petson can
bave full information bow 1o be cured quickly and
et to stay ctured #t hane without Investing a cent.
Write today to Dir. Goy Cliffurs Powell, 4427 Baok
Hidg., Peoria, TIL, and get full mformaiion of this oew
mnd wonderful discovery ntmolutely free.

their dripping vmbrellas waiting for the
appearance of the fleet.

Finally, a iittle after’ noon, far off to
Hie left, the hazy atmosphers took on a
blacker and heavier aspect and the cry
"They are coming” rang thra the crowd.
Gradunlly the bluckness took shape, and
slowly there emerged from the vail of
mist first a white haull, then a buff super-
srocture with three smokestacks, and in
+ few more seconds the Connecticut, the

o agship of the White Squadron, stood fully

vevenled. A flash of flame from her gides
showed that she was firing her guns, tho
the report could hardly be heard at that
distance. The joy of the feminine part
of the pavy contingent manifested Itseif
in happy cries of delight. The fleet was
actually in sight,  actually before their
very eyes which they had beep straining
for so many hours, and what mattered wet
fect or ruined hat! Things were begin-
uing to get interesting,

Soon another white nose poked itself
out of the mist and the Kansas appeared,
following, in whnt seemed to be a per-
fectly straight line, after the Connecticut,
and just 400 yards behind her. In this
way, one after another, the 16 beautifnl
battleships of the fleet took shape and
sailed out into the open, all fiying the long,
graceful  homeward pennant, and  ail
keeping in the same straight line and the
same distance apart as they slowly and
majestically followed their pearless
leader, the Connecticut, to their anchor-
age.

all they cared for of that sort of thing
during the crulge, and certain it iz that
all the navy contingent desired was to
ret the men back safe and sound and as

quickly as possible. But one womnn
standing in the crowd of watchers was
greatly  disappointed that there was so

little demonstration as the shing passed.
There was some little firing of guns—a
salute in honor of Washington's birthday—
but no shouting of cheering by the crowid,
no waving of handkerchiefs (tho to be
sure they could not have been seen by the
men on the ships) no bands playing, no
hoat whistles shrieking, nothing wlhatever,
With the exception of the fire of the
gang, mest of which was so far away that
it conld seareely be heard, it was as quiet
as Sunday morning in the country, and
this particnlar woman has not yet recov-
ered from her disappointment. She had
made up her mind that as soon as the
Connectiout appeared everyvone waunld go
mad with delight; that bands would begin
to play, people would wave hals and
handkerchiefs and cheer till their |hroats
were sore, bont whistles shrick, afid the
guns on Fort Monroe belch forth their
thunder in noisy welecoming. HEat nothing
of the sort happened.

However, if there was mo particular
noise or demonstration at the Fort when
the fleet came in, there was plenty at 11:::
tail of the Horseshoe Shoals, where Presi-
dent Roosevelt reviewed it.  On account
of the fog and the number of boats going
out to meet the ships the Mayflower had

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ABOARD THE CONNECTICUT,
Immediately behind the 16 white bat-

tleships, these ships which were now re-
turning from their picturesgue trium-
phant cruise around the world, honored
and feted by all the great nations which
they had visited, came the fleer of escort-
ing ships, nine in pumber, fonr new bat-
tleships, and five big cruisers, These
levinthnns of the deep, garbed in the new
gray which is to be the regulation color of
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& rather risky journey down the lower
I'otomne the night before, but she now lay
safely anchiored in about the same posi-
tion she ocvupied when she said good-by
to the officers and men 14 montlis ngo.
She was there now to welcome them back
bome, and the President and his guests
were on deck Lright and early so as to
miss nothing. The Chief Executive wore
o frock cont and silk hat, ax did alo the
Recretary and Assistant Secretnry of the
Navy, while Admiral Sims wax in the uni-
form proper to the occasion. These stood

on the bridge of the Mayflower. A purty
of handsomely-gowned women, men in
civilian dress, and officers were grouped

on the guarter deck.

It is seldom, if ever, that a great event
like the return of the fleet has come off
#0 exactly on schedule time as it did.
Weeks before Admiral Sperry sobmitted
his program, which he earried out to the
letter. Just as he said it would, the fleet
reached the Bouthern drill grounds, 50
miles off the Virginia Capes, early on the
21st, and at 5 o'clock the next morning.
the 22d, was off for the tail of the Horse-
shoe and the review by the President. It
wys just one minute of the time set by
Admirnl Sperry for the arrival of the
fleet at this point, 11 o'clotk, and when
the Connecticut was two miles from the
Mayflower, but near enough to gee the in-
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fiashing and puffing when the sound which
reuched their ears was searcely londer thon
the grumbling of remote thunder.

As the Connecticut passed the May-
flower she presented a superb sight in
spite of gray skies and falling rain.  Ad-
miral Sperry and the other officers stood
on the forward bridge, each with a white-
gloved hand raised to the brim of his
chapeau. Along the starboard side, facing
the President’s yacht, stood the enlisted
men in long lines, “manning the rail” s
they call it. The Mayflower drolmed her
eolors, President Roosevelt, smiling and
happy, took off his bat, nnd the Connecti-
ent's red-uniformed band struck up “The
Star Spangled Banner.” ‘Fhe bands on
the excursion boats took up the air, which
by this time had been taken up by the
Kansaz, then by the Minneseia, and 80
on, and the scene ean be better imngined
than described. Hach ship as it passed the
Mayflower presented the same appearance,
with the o&eu at “attention,” the men in

Monroe, was pere displayed. President
Roosevelt was .jn one of his happiest
moods and’ Inoknd as pleased as Punch.
When the @onpecticut was clear of the
Muayflower her f-pounders again began to
bang, this thne in honor of the President
himself. ThHe Kansas followed. and soon
the din becsme weain terrific. Twenty-one
guns each from: 2o ships makes 325 sep-

$

COMPARISON OF ENLISTED MEN:
1808, 10,237; 1898, 2,276.

arate reports, and a poweriul lot of noise.

When the last crniser of the escorting
fleet bad passed the President’s yachtthe
Mayflower got up steam herself and fol-
lowed after, and tagging behind her came
the big fotilia of all kinds of water craft
which had collected there to witness the
review. Never before had Hampton Roads
held such a big lot of unofficial bonts.
There were steamers and yachts from
Norfolk, steawers from Baltimore and
Richmond, the steamer Brandon from New
York erowded with members of the Navy
League and their families. A steamer from
Washington brot down 300 Benators and
Representatives with their families and
friends. All of them, gay with signal
flags and bunting, were loaded down with
people, most of whom carried flags, and
gave convincing proof of an excellent pair
of lungs. If old Sol had only been in 2
better humor, and had smiled down upon
the scene in the geninl way he can when
he waunts to, the effect of all this color,
this great gathering of ships and people,
with the music of the bands and the
booming of the guns would have been mag-
nificent. As it was it was a spectacle not
soon to be forgotten by those fortunate
enougin to witness it.

Wlhen the fleet was anchored at Old
Point the Magflower took her position in
the center, and at 2 o'clock the flag and
commanding officers of the different ships
went on board the President’s yacht to pay
their respects. The Chief Executive's
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The scene in the crowded corridor of
the Chamberlain was probably without
parallel. Of course the women all wore
their most hecoming gowns and had done
evarything known to the sex to mnke
themselves as irresistible as possible. And
beantiful indeed did some of them look,
with their flushed cheeks and the happy

cerning the cruise. Among all those 15~
000 men only 16 died from disease during
the 14 months, which is certainly a very
small number. In the fleet of 20 battle-
ships and five cruisers—the original

White Squalron™ and the escorting fleet
—valued ot $250,000,000, there were 25.-

0 men, all under the command of Ad-
miral Sperry, whose salary is SRO000 a
year, and who celebrated his Glst birth-
day when the fieet wns at Melbourne.
Each engine on the 16 battleships made
over 21,000,000 revolutions during the
eruise. In steaming from Gibraltar to
Fortress Monroe, which took the fleet 16
days, they were ont of sight of land for
n longer time than any other during the
14 months. In coming in for review on
the 224 there were five and one-half miles
between the Connecticut, which headed
the procession, and the croiser which
tailed it -,

The fleet loft Dec. 16, 1907, and re-|
turned Feb. 22, 1000, It was away just|
434 days, cruised 45,000 miles, and spent
42 days in varions ports, Had it not been
for these =ocial visits, the cruise could
have been made in 200 days. aluch time
was saved by having the repair ship I"an-
ther along. It has now been proved that
ships can be mended at sea. Many repairs |
before thot impossible en shipbonrd were |
made during the cruise. The Panther bas
really been the guardian angel of the
fleet, in spite of its mame, and has been
ready at all times to make the necesgary
ropairs. Fitted out with forges and all
the paraplernalia of n machine ghop, she
has added tremendously to the suc of
the cruise. There was only one ship in

the fleet that did not require the good ser-

light of love nhinln& in their eyes. Scenes
and jncidents of the unrestrained affec-

vices of the Panther.

tion between hushand and wife long sep-
arated (the engaged couples were more
crenmspect) occurred with a frequency

BANTTAGO FLEET:
1898, Five Per Cent of Shots Fired
Made Hits,

well-known smile was very much in evi-
dence as he grasped each by the hand,
even throwingz his arms about those he
knew partienlarly well after the first for-
malities were over. He was full of ques-
tions and werds of praise, und every little
while would lead Admiral Sperry off by
the arm for a eonfidentinl chat. Later
the President, sesompanied by Admiral
Bperry, visited the divisional flagships, the
Connectient,. Louisinon, Georgin, and Wis-
congin, smid the plnying of bands and the
booming of cannon, and on the Connecti-
ent, where were gathered detachments of
blnejackets from the other ships of that
division, he climbed up on the steel foun-
dation of the after turret, slipping as he
did 8o and had not some one caught hold
of him might have been badly hurt, and
addressed the crew. He praised the gun-
pery work of the men, but told them that
g0 far they had only shown what they
could do in smootly water, and as in time
of war they could not choose their water
it was very unecessary that they have
plenty of target practice where the water
was rough. There was great cheering by
the bluejacketz and clapping of the white-
gloved hands of the officers when the
President finished, and as he was “piped
over the side,” preparatory to leaving the

- ....-‘0. o v

ATLANTIC FLEET:
1908, 40 Per Cent of Shots Fired Under
Probable Battle Conditions Would
Make Hits,

Connecticut, the men gave him a rousing
three cheers and a “tiger,” which pleased
the Natiou's Chief Executive mightily,

On Skore nt Last.

In the meanwhile the subordinate offi-
cers stood around chafing at every mo-
ment’s delay which kept them from going
pshore, and on laad in the big Chamber-
lain Hotel, crowded to overflowing, ani
in the smaller Sherwood Inn, hundreds of
impatient women were denouncing as
“horrid” and “heartless™ all this pomp
and ceremony which kept their loved ones
from them. But on bourd the officers
were compelled to remain until the May-
flower had left the last ship which the
President visited, and had steamed for
Washington. Then, and not till then, did
the swift little lnunches begin to run from
the battleships to the Old Point Comfort
pier, and out of them the officers tumbled
in their haste to land, nearly every one
enrrying a grip in which were beauntiful
embroidered komonas, exquisite ecrepes,
rolls of pougee, Eastern scarfs, necklaces

1,407,680 Pounss

6500 Pouics)

COMP&;“IE().\' OF METAL.
Thrown In Five Minutes’ Firing, San-
tiago and Atlantie Fleets.

of Australinn opals, and the thousand and
one lovely things which had been picked
up during the cruise for the “girl I left
behind me."

n the corridors nnd parlors of the hotels
and in their oWn rooms, for many felt that
the meeting was too sacred to be viewed
by outside eyes, the women waited for
husband or lover. Among them were
also many bright-eyed, rosy-cheeked young
matrons_with the bahy born after the
fleet sull(.-d.' and again others with the
Landsowe little boy or girl, now just at
that interesting age when a child begins
to talk, who Were in long clothes when
"NIPI" tore llimﬁdt from “mama’s” re-
straining arms acd gobbed farewell, 14
months before.

L =R 't - " =

and op which oulg the time and
Mace excused. Women threw themselves
in the armsg of their husbands and upon
their shoulders. Shouts and ecries, laugh-
ter and tears were heard on all sides. Men
and women embraced and kissed each
other unconscious of or indifferent to the
crowd around them. The place wss so
jammed that it was well-nigh impossible
to move around at all, but wherever one
wenl it was to see the same throng of ex-
cited, exhuberant wmen and wowmen,
lnughing, lovemaking, with happiness,
spelled with a very large H, shining from
every face.  After the first rapturons
greeting the woman and the officer with
his grip would disappear up the broad
staircase, or step into the ear of the ele-
vator, and away from the eyes of the
crowd the enlmer and more sacred reunion
of husband and wife would take place.

It was rather amusing to the oniside
olserver to wateh the women as they came
into dinner that night. Nothing had been
tniked of for days in advance hut the
charms anrd sirtues of husband or lover.
el the oursider naturally felt consider-
able curiosity to see what these perfect
creatures renlly would look like. In most
cast they measured up remarkably well
to the degeription of them, tho the pnlm
had to be given to those who wore theis
uniform  ashore. Just why an officer
slinkes his becoming brass buttons the
minnte he strikes dry land, and gets into
hix unbecoming “citz,” is something the
feminine mind eannot grasp, but such is
the case, and the officers of the home-
coming tleet were mo exception to the
rule. The majority, however, knowing
how the wife or sweetheart felt on the
subject, dis! have the decency to put the'r
own feelings aside on this occasion and
wear their uniforms ashore.

One thing about the women that night
which particularly amused and interested
the outsider was theo fact that mnearly
every one of them wore over her pretty
bure shoulders the Egyptian scarf studded
with gold or silver which is so expensive
when purchnsed in this country. The fact
was amusing because it showed how one
otticer had followed the lead of anotherin
doing his shopping. When it comes to a
guestion of buying things most men,
whether naval or not, are at sea, and they
eagerly seize upon any suggestion. On
every ship there are aplwnys a few men
who take more or less kindly to this
pleasant doty of gh‘king up pretty things
to take home, and generally the majority
aof their fellow-officers buy exactly the
game things for their women-kind. It is
pretty safe to say that every woman with
san, hunsband, brother, or lover on the
fleat who hail not already a silver or gold
Egyptinn scarf, in the happy possessor of
the same today, The fleet visited Cairo.

0dds and Ends.

And so the fleet came in and the cruise
which had been so successful was over.
T'hat might all the ships, which lay in two
long lines, anchored by squadrens, were
brillinntly illuminated, electric bulbs ouat-
lining hull, mast., and towering funnel.
There was a grand dinner given to Admiral
Sperry at the Chamberlain, and a ball,
pnd thers was also a wedding, one of the
officers teing married some tbrea honrs
after he landed to the girl he had hecome
enzaged to just before he sailed. But the
majority of the women preferred to re-
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A HANDSOME PAIR OF

as I am going to give away at least
one-hundred-thousand pairs of the
Dr. Haux famous Perfect Vision
Spectacles to genuine, bepa-fida
spectacle-wearers in the next lew
weeks——on condition that they shall
willingly show them and speak of
their high merits to neighbors and
friends v ere

Write today for my Fres Home Eye
Tester thid full particulars how to
obtain a pair of my handsome ten
karat Spectacles without ons
gent of cost., Address:—DR. HAUX
SPECTACLE CO. Clerk 111 St.Louis, Mo.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT CONGRAT ULATING ADMIRAL SPERRY.

The little Yenkton, too, deserves much
praise. She was the Admiral’s tender and
no one worked half as hard as she did
No matter what the weather, the plucky
little yacht, hardly bigger than an ocean-
going tug, has been dispatched hither and
yen, on this errand and that. She has
been sent into twice the number of ports
visited by the fleet, and #itho she has been
tossed asbout like thistledown by a sum-
mer breeze, yvet she landed on her feet
every time, as the saying goes. She has
had a sure enough hard experience of if,
has done splendidly, and deserved much

praise.

The hospital ship, Relief, has been left
at Manila, pronounced N. G. by officess
and men. She was a terribly rol{v. pitehy
thing, and it was utterly out of the ques-
tion to make a sick person comfortahble
on her. A large amount of money was
spent in fitting her out for the cruoixe,
vet the ships got along all right without
her. An ideal hospital ship might be a
very good thing to lm\'o with a fleet, but
such a one as the Relief was almost worse
than none at all,

The fleet now at Hampton Roads will
soon break up and the different ships a0
to their home yards. Some two or three
will be put out of commission. There is
talk of Admiral Schroeder or Admiral
Wainwright succeeding Admiral Spercy,
whose time for retirement is close at
hand. Either would make an excellent
commander. The officers of the fleet will
soon be scattered all over the country en-
joying tie leave of absence to which they
have been so eagerly looking forward.

The 9th Wis.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
me a short history of the 9th Wis,, and
the names of all the soldiers belonging
to Co. B—Peter Immel, Box 271, Che-
welah, Wis.

The 9th Wis. was organized at Mil-
waukee from October to November,
1861, the original members mustered
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out Dec. 3, 1864, and the veterans
recruits colsolidated into a battalion
four companies and retained In se

until Jan. 30. 1855. It was commang
by Col. Frederick Salomon,
promoted to Brigadier-General July 1§
1862, succeeded by Col. Chas. E. Salos
mon, mustered out Dec, 3, 1864, u
the expiration of his term of servide
Lieut.-Col. Arthur, Jacob! then 109!
command. It took part in the battl
of Newtonla, Spoonville and the tw
which were fought at Jenkina's Ferry.

enth Corps, and lost 77 killed and 1}
from disease, etc. .
We cannot give the names you des
as we have no data rolating to com
histories.—Editor National Tribune,

Your Eyesight

Weak or ‘Diseased Eyes Are a Detr
ment to You. b

The eyes are one of the most Imortant
your body and should be kept s » strong, health
conditlon, ‘This can be accompiished by kesplog u
a perfoct cirenintion of the blord. Poor circulstiy
means Congestion, Weakness
and Ulsease. Avold and rid
rourself of all this trouble
wing “Actine,” s smaill
Instrument which

It is absolutely harmless; any member of the
ran use itand it wiil give you perfect satlsfact
Tha “Actina™ will be sent to ¥ou on Two W

Free Trial, = it will not cost you one cent (o
it. For our Free Offer and valuable Free

sn the Eye., Ear. Throat and Head, address
.\‘!;t:pll;‘nm Co., Dept. 81 Y, 511 Walout St.,
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seventeen different States,

tells how to do It. Inclose ad. Address

1317 NEW YORK AVE, N. W,
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JOHN F. DRATIGHON, Pres., DRAvGHON'S PRACTICAL

Written fuzrantee contract tc securs
position at a stated salary, Line

ur opportunit repare at onde
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4 WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Real Leather
Gilded Metal Medallion
Gilded Buckles

The National Tribune has placed a large ordeng.—~
for Taft Fobs. T 5.

a very popular novelty.
we secured these by ordering thousands was sa
low that we can offer any comrade sending in
his subscription a badge free. In ordering usg
the blank given below,

These fobs are of real leathen
metal medallion and have proved
The price at whichi
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