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Tho Winter at Culpeper
The terrific fighting of 1S62 C3 had

demonstrated beyond doubt that the
line of the Rappahannock was the true
line of defense of Richmond and the
south Atlantic seacoast Rising in the
Blue Ridge the Rapidan flows in a long
cure thru deepening gorges cut in the
underlying granite by the attrition of
ages until it falls Into the Rappahan-
nock

¬

10 miles above Fredericksburg
It was as fine a defensive line as ever
sheltered an army and presented ser-
ious

¬

obstacles to the advance of its
enemy It lay before Richmond like a
great wet ditch in front of a fortress
This was none the less true because
Richmond was 70 miles away since Its
sheltering effect was the same and the
ground in the rear of it was sufficient
to give freedom of manuver to an army
of immense size The importance of
this line was shown by the continual
return to it by the great contending
armies Gen Pope had attempted to
hold it against the enemy in his disas ¬

trous campaign in August 1S62 After
Lees defeat at Antietam he hastened
to take shelter behind it while Mc
Clellan advanced his army beyond War
renton with a view of attacking him
there Burnside changed this plan to
his fatal attack upon Fredericksburg
and then Gen Hooker succeeded in
piercing the line at Chancellorsville
only to be driven back in defeat

After Gettysburg Lee again hastened
to the shelter of the Rapidan and was
followed to Culpeper by Meade with the
Army of the Potomac In the Autumn
of manuvers in 1S63 the Army of the
Potomac and the Army of Northern
Virginia chasseed back and forth be
tween Alexandria and the Rapidan sev
eral times so often indeed as to cause
the wags in Richmond to speak of it as
a weekly stage line between Orange
Court House and Alexandria under the
management of Messrs Meade and Lee
Following the abortive Mine Run Cam-
paign

¬

in December 1863 the two
armies settled down for the Winter
with the headquarters of the Army of
Northern Virginia at Orange Court
House and those of the Army of the
Potomac at Culpeper Court House 25
miles north and some 70 miles from
Washington The periodically wrecked
Orange Alexandria Railroad was the
main line of supplies for both armies
From the Union base at Alexandria
there rolled over its rugged roadbed
and shaking bridges a daily Mississippi
of rations clothing and ammunition for
the 100000 men and forage for the
25000 animals The scantier supplies
for the Army of Northern Virginia came
tip to Orange Court House from the
arsenals and warehouses in Richmond
and the granary of the Confederacy in
the valleys of the James the Dan and
the Roanoke All the roads in the
South connected with Richmond and
those on the Atlantic seaboard as yet
untouched by the Federal raids were
channels of supplies to the Confederate
Capital So far as the Confederate re-
sources

¬

would admit Lees army was
as Well supplied as was Meades
Preparing for the Great Final Struggle

Everyone North and South knew thaf
the final struggle would come In the
Spring and both sides spared nothing
to strengthen their armies for the de¬

cisive wrestle The Confederate con
Bcriptlon agents went out anew to glean
the oft gathered fields for the recruits
which they had rejected in their former
garnering It was then that Grant said
in his sententious way that they
robbed the cradle and the grave toput Into their ranks everyone young

or old from whom even temporary ser-
vice

¬

could be exacted
Disputing the strongest attempts to

minimize Gen Lees force we have the
statement of the Adjutant General of
the Army of Northern Virginia that itnever at any time numbered less than
70000 men and probably we run no
risk in assuming that its strength was
raised during the Winter to nearer
80000 than 70000 The Confederate
authorities would have been strangely
remiss if they had allowed their army
to fall below 80000 since there were
yet men and boys enough In the Con ¬
federacy to raise it to this strength
uuu to lmuue n with tne hope of re-
sisting

¬

the army which was concen-
trated

¬

at Culpeper Court House
Every effort was also made to put

the armies in the best condition for ser-
vice

¬
The Confederate laws compelled

the blockade runners to take out a cer-
tain

¬
amount of cotton each trip on ac ¬

count of the Confederate Government
and as this brought enormous prices In

to buy clothing arms
ammunition and even provisions
the water to be brought back by other
blockade runners The Army of North-ern

¬
Virginia was as well supplied with

the latest rifles from the English ar-
senals

¬

at Enfield and ammunition fromthe same source as the Union army was
from the great arsenal at Springfield
Wherever the armies advancedthey found In the works
and camps Enfield rifles with boxes ofcartridges Tower mark upon
them

The Army of the Potomac
-- The splendid old hard fighting

itmral

JOHN McELROY
I much enduring and still hopeful Army
of the Potomac was also raised to
its highest pitch of efficiency The dec-
imated

¬

ranks of the old regiments
were tilled up with recruits new regi ¬

ments were put into the old brigades
and the five corps were consolidated
into three This was done with much
harshness and disregard of well earned
honors and its utility has been strong-
ly

¬

questioned It is true that Lee had
had a decided advantage at Gettysburg
in having his S0000 men divided into
three cirps where the Union army was
separated into seven That however
was an open field light where masses
could be used with the greatest effect
The country into whicli the Army of
the Potomac was now to advance was
broken rough and wooded where the
tactical formations had to be small
and there seemed to be a necessity for
smaller units under several men hav- -
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The First Corps which had made
such a magnlllcent fight at Gettysburg
to its sad diminution of numbers was
consolidated into two divisions and
made part of the Fifth Corps The
wounded pride of the wearers of the
round patch was only imperfectely con
soled by permission to continue to wear
It while serving in the same corps
with those whose caps and breasts bore
the Maltese cross The First Corps
men felt they had much more
to be proud of their history and of
Reynolds than the Fifth Corns had
In any history they had made up to
that time Hooker Reynolds the Sec
ond Manassas Antietam ¬

and Seminary Ridge were thrill
ing memories they considered
were imperfectly matched by Fitz John
Porter Sykes and Groveton the re
serve at Antietam the left flank
at Gettysburg

1I1C Third Corns as wo iimlnrstanil
it the wearers of the old Kearny
badge conscious of their well earned
fame on the Peninsula at ¬

Chantilly and on the Emmits- -
ourg road of Helntzelman Kcarnv nni
Sickles went reluctantly Into the Sec ¬
ond Corps with two divisions leaving
the Third Frenchs new division to
be transferred to the Sixth Corps

This consolidation was made by the
Secretary of War upon Gen Meades

March 4 1864
Lament of the First Corps

The feelings of all the members of

i 1

STATION ARMY OF THE POTnMAf
England the Confederacy had a large the discontinued corps were expressedfund which

across

Union
Confederate

the

reason

by an officer of the First Corps
It Is no more the deed is done

the fiat has gone forth and the FirstArmy Corps has ceased to exist Thecorps that was first formed It seems
to us a long time ago In the
dayb of this unholy rebellion the Na ¬

tions first greatest hone after the
sun went down in dark and threaten ¬
ing clouds at the First Bull Run that
band that prided themselves upon be-
ing

¬

the first In thoro organization thecorps that has fought in a score of
uatties losing over 20000 men has
been sacrificed and parcelled out to
another We weep la it unmanly

D C 20 1910

Ts It womanly We may have the
womans heart she weeps over her
lost Idol we weep over ours We were
of the First Corps its history is our
history Its glory is ours wo were it
and It was us Unmanly Who struck
fiercer or deadlier when the hoarse
mouthed cannon spoke and his word
was death Who loved their country
more Hated its enemies more What
corps can boast of a list of names like
Meade Reynolds McDowell King
Hartsuff Ord Seymour Gibbon
Ricketts and Newton Every one a
hero Our comrades sleep upon the
hillsides of in the Wil-
derness

¬

at Chancellorsville upon the
plains of Manassas the ragged slopes
of Slaughter and South Mountains by
the sluggish Antietam and the blood
of 5000 of our brave boys colored the
ground of historic Gettysburg

In the field beyond the town Is a
spot marked by our memento before
which the pilgrim will come bow his
head In reverence and drop tears of
sorrow and joy upon the spot where
our noble commander gave up his life
to save his country The tear of sor-
row

¬

that so brave a man so skilful a
soldier must need be killed the tear
of joy that the man who died was the
instrument under God that saved the
battle of Gettysburg and thus revived
the drooping spirit of the loyal North

The Ninth Corps
There was brought back to the army

the Ninth Corps Burnsldes Geogra ¬

phy class The nucleus for this corps
had given us our first substantial vie--
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Fredericksburg

Roanoke Island The command raised
to the proportions of a corps had
fought at Antietam and divisions had
engaged In the assault at Fredericks-
burg

¬

When Burnside was relieved of
the command of the Army of the Po
tomac and assigned to that of the De-
partment

¬

of the Ohio he had taken
his corps with him to help carry out

GEN GRANT
At tho time of his promotion

the plans dear to President Lincolns
heart of advancing from Cincinnati to
East Tennessee to relieve the loyal peo-
ple

¬

of that country and to cut one of
the great railroads leading from Rich ¬

mond to the Southwest Before It could
start on this mission the necessity of
reinforcing Grant at VIcksburg had
drawn off two of Its divisions When
the river citadel fell the divisions came
back to make the march Into East
Tennessee Burnside did not fulfill ex
pectations as a Department Com
mander but being a loyal zealous man
desired to bo employed and he came
back with his corps to take part in
what was understood to be the mnin
campaign of tho year against the re-
bellion

¬

There was an awkwardness about
this Burnsldo was a Regular and not
even his loyalty could make him for-
get

¬

his great seniority to the men who
had come into command in --the Army
of the Potomac since he had left It
Having been made a Major General
for his capture of Roanoke- - Island
commission dated March 18 1862 hoout ranked not only Meade by five

months but also nearly all the Major
Gencrals of Volunteers in active ser-
vice

¬
Therefore when he joined theArmy of the Potomac It was as an In ¬

dependent command and the ordersto Meade had to bo depllcated to him
The Ninth Corps contained two new

features To the bronzed experienced
veterans who had fought in North Car-
olina

¬
Virginia Maryland MlRlirriKentucky and Tennessee was added a

Iounn Division made up of seven reg-
iments

¬
Of COlOred trontra Jinll nrrnn- -

lzed and thoroly drilled underthe com-
mand

¬
of white officers of differentgrades from Brigadier Generals to Sec ¬

ond Lieutenants who had won theirpromotions by good service In the field
Another feature was the magnificentregiments of heavy artlllerv whlnh rnr- -

years had been guarding tho fortlflca- -

Continued on page six

RAPID HISTORY MAKING

A Swift Pace in Washington Now-a-Da- ys The Presidents Efforts
for Party Harmony

The race is swift fn Washington these
January days One who slips a few
hours gets out of touch with the march
of events v History is making political
history and perhaps National history
For the things that are paramount just
now will apparently be not forgotten a
week or a month or a generation from
now

The President is busy trying to Iron
the wrinkles out of an Administration
crisis and indeed of a Republican
Party crisis It Is giving him opportuni-
ty

¬

to demonstrate the deftness of his
hand Matters were drifting Tho sit
uation was going from bad to worse
That meant party demoralization No
one seemed able to call a halt upon
the consequent demoralization It had
begun to look like a demoralization
that would affect the much-talked-- of

legislative program and the much-talked-- of

Congressional elections now
little more than nine months away

The wise men of politics were shak ¬

ing their heads Many fa squall has
struck the Republican crlft in the last
decade and a half It ras weathered
by hook or by crook bul undoubtedly
the adverse winds have been blowing
harder and the seas have been running
higher than ever before plnce the last
Department of the Government passed
out of Democratic control Men were
saying that they guessed It was the In
evitable and the leaders might as well
become resigned to what was In store
for them And while there were still
many philosophic souls believing that
brighter days would follow the storm
the feeling of despair prevailed

The President Took the Helm
It rested with the President to take

the helm He met the task without
flinching Temporarily at least he has
stayed the peril He entered upon a
decisive program for it show of har-
mony

¬

Just now he seems In part to
have succeeded The majority in the
House is just now on safe ground If
there be no slip up he will have paved
the way within a few days for the suc-
cess

¬

of his party in the popular legisla-
tive

¬

branch
The troubles have been most acute

In the House The big outbreak came
there The insurgents who number
about 2C men had been badly split In
the early weeks of the1 session A suc ¬

cession of political hnppenings brought
them together rind solidified thelr rank3
They are all proverbially angry with
Speaker Cannon Ati that particular
juncture they were angry with the
president The no order0 with thedents approval They somHanu tne course in conducting

factors in bringing that situation about
At the last moment as it seemed the

President stopped In t He urged Insur ¬

gents to return to thefoljl Ho pleaded
the Importance of enacting the legisla-
tion

¬

that the Republican platform
urged That was his baslc argument
The platform had been adopted by a
great body 1 showing
fresh from the voters Ithad been an
proved by President Roosevelt and by
himself They had gone before the
people on that platform and obtaned a
most triumphant Indorsement The de
cree neither in- - they
surgents a expericc many

both friendly
White ofilces it i QF senators

over had to to
We want write laws strictly

In accord with the platform declara
tions said the President substance

I certain officials whom I have
to assist me have been

drawing those blllx Let us
them before the Republican caucus of
the House and abide decision The
caucus Is supposed to voice the of
the Republicans of the House Is
certainly better adapted expressing
the verdict of the party than the Houso
organization tho the Republicans
of the House elected the members of
that organization Its should be
respected even more than the House

on Rules of which the
Is We can let tho

Republican caucus assume the ¬

of the House Rules
Attractive the Insurgents

tu

to

In

at

It

to
fea- -

sure meant that
regulars would i3

but as the topics of ¬

to be voted there to be
Presidents bills which the Repub

lican platform favored the proceedings
would certainly conduce to decision as
to whether the peoples recommenda-
tions

¬

should be honored The insur
gents do not the Idea of being con-
sidered

¬

the party If they ¬

In caucus even tho the
bills did not fully their sanc-
tion

¬

could be said that they the In
surgents acquiesced in the will of
the majority In the au
thentic manner for which party ¬

provides
The President tried the plan In a

He asked that It
applied In the selection of House mem ¬

bers of the Ballinger Plnchot joint com-
mittee

¬

He asked that tho Republicans
In caucus choose three regulars one
Insurgent for that and allow
the Democrats In caucus to

rvtvQtnntoa Imnrt
lets

the for
of the trouble The President plain-
ly

¬

that phase of tho situation suc
cessfully The members tho House
committee be chosen cau-
cus

¬

and commissioned before tho pres-
ent

¬

week has passed The Senate
announce Its members the Investigat
ing In short order

Tho President has consulted at
every step has Insisted1 that only

men whose fitness for tho
tasks lnvestIgatloriwlll promptly be
recognized the country be
chosen It to say in advance
that his respected And

that Investigating conjmltteo of
Senate and House is chosen Jhc Presi
dents anxiety about the
Itself will cease He the in ¬

vestigation take of Itself
In bringing of about

the has much
more than one might assume from a

glance1 at tho has
established the principle of caucus
agreement matter of factional
contest his partyrhishas made
the insurgentsfeejjnuch better For a
time they were threatened rwith exclu-
sion

¬

from the cauoiis Nnthinn- la
bo likely th Ire of a
member of Congress be
serving In the Senate orj the House as
wuucua exclusion Tne and
the Democrats voted for the election
of the House of the joint com-
mitteo

¬
on the floors The regulars threat ¬

to overturn the vote of that allied

majority and have the committeo an-
nounced

¬

by the Speaker but they have
abandoned that plan which they could

have carried thru The
by which the Speaker was overridden
stood 143 to 14G As the have
settled It the insurgents the Demo-
crats

¬

get three members and the regu-

lars
¬

three members of House repre-
sentation

¬

is eminently The
Speaker gladly consented to it His
feelings are not hurt Democrats
are satisfied The insurgents are satis ¬

fied
Now the President Is to the

greater worlc of getting an
for a caucus on legislative bills
has defined the provisions of these bills
In the special messages which have
gone to Congress In recent days Con ¬

gress the country know well
what the provisions of those bills fav-
ored

¬

In the Republican platform are
He has the assent of the House regu ¬

lars to take the measures Into caucus
one by one as the arrives for
consideration The more of the
Insurgents arc still holding out The
more conservative of have as good
as assented The success the plan to
get them Into caucus on the measures
may be doubtful but at least the
insurgent ranks have been divided With
half a dozen or a dozen of them ex-
pressing

¬

a willingness to go into caucus
there can be no doubt about the Re
publicans having a clear majority This
gives the party legislative assurance
which can be but gratifying to the
White House

More Hopeful of Party Harmony
Accordingly President Taft entered

upon the present week of efforts at
party harmony In a decidedly hopeful
frame of mind He has captured
outposts of opposition by his amicable
arrangement for the choice of Bal- -
Hnger Plnchot Investigators This plain-
ly

¬
gave his cause momentum
And yet the biggest task is ahead of

him The insurgents are still thunder-
ing

¬

their suspicions of interstate
commerce amendments as framed in
the Administration bill
which Senator Elkins Representa-
tive

¬

Townsend have introduced
are voicing over the Fed-
eral

¬
incorporation bill which has not
made public officially altho Itslanguage has been fully reported thru

unomciai sources
They do not the shin mhitiv

bill which was introduced hp
holidays by Representative Humnhrev

patronage Washington State Presi
th Ttnl- - are in in- -

linger Pinchot Investigation were big stances emphasizing dissatisfaction with

accomplished

niu iJiubmn mr admitting Arizona andNew Mexico as States
These insurgent mutterings however

reinforced In some instances by
coteries of regular Republicans arenot discouraging the President During
the last few days been
cordial messages from mnnv nnrtn nf

popular of Republicans country People arc more
uicicsi in ma activities a multitudeof approving telegrams were ticked off

the White House offices following
the two special messages which outlinedhis legislative nlans Thes phri m

was plain Certainly H eni measurably coming as
nor regulars could dissent from after he had had gloomy

that proposition The representatives ot criticism from quarters
of factions who were Invited to Tnp existence of this sentiment
the House to talk y and Representatives

agree that
these

and
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work put
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will

Committeo
Speaker Chairman

func-
tions Committee

outside

be

choose

by

He

by
safe

wishes

investigation

affairs
President

first situation

within

ihtense

caucuses

turning

his He

pretty

radical

dissatisfaction

after

little

Into

ii win neip resident in his furtherefforts to obtain a caucus alignment of
VHC

The President wants the proposedcaucus verdicts upon com-merce
¬

amendments Federal Incorpora-
tion

¬
and other measures virtually a3 hehas drawn them He will not objecthowever to modifications in committeoIf convinced these modificationsimprove the legislation The Houseleaders say there be hearings

careful consideration in committee so
it cannot charged the caucus isusurping legislative functions

xrbSre a feeIlnS In Washington
President has been distinctly train-ing ¬
In nrestice bv nnn nLJr

the last few days His friends believeit may prove to be the turning point inhis Administration If he succeeds withvuuvua program and wins over thr
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General Public

The Impression grows that there willmore general of the meas-ures ¬
Taft Is advocating whenthe public comes to know a little betterara IIe mad0 tle und ofmany cities during tho Autumn outlin ¬ing his legislative doctrine There wasno striking note of disapproval theretothath0 saIdeo iast as well as West The
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Salmtefr
ab0U amonde the- - Inter-state ¬commerce law If Roosevelt hadbeen President he would havfrom some of their ideas as ho frenuently did when he was in the WlUeHouse He talked his measures with

arrivPeTrntentatUesof tiverse Interests
occasionally atvariance with previous statements frommm and his chnmrea nf vii

acquiesced In bv anient rniir
raiueni Tart as the successor ofRoosevelt Is nntumllv imiitrol these enthusiasts ni iit iyet it Is undoubtedly true that Presi-dent

¬
Taft has labored earnestly andsincerely to Incorporate Into law many

HOV- - njui i resiuent itoosevelt ad-
vocated

¬
He believes that he has ar ¬

rived at sound conclusions and that hehas had bills framed which embddy
such Ideaso as Roosevelt was for HeIs so confident of this that he is entirelywilling to abide the verdict of the peo¬
ple on the matter when they have onceInformed themselves

He Is very much in earnest about ac ¬

complishing some real reforms in legis¬
lation during his Administration Is infact much more In earnest about ac¬
complishing that than ho is about any-
thing

¬
else The question of a secondterm which Is generally tho uppermost

tffottt
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A Traveler and His Reflections
theme with Presidents about this stage
of their Administration is a minor one
with him Much has been written about
the Presidents indifference to serving
more than four years in the White
House In substance it s true He
has told a number of visitors lately
that he is thinking about only one
term hardly expects to serve more than
one term and is concerned to makel
tne most oi tne present four years of
his tenure

The President has not shown himself
much of an adept in keeping his ideas
before the public On the other hand
the insurgents have been very busy A
dozen of their number in Senate and
House have done more In the publicity
line during the last two months than
all the rest of Congress They have
been hammering the Presidents bills
in season and out of season They have
criticized White House nlans before
those plans were finally formulated andpoliticians at Washington are well
aware that in these newspaper reading
days such methods count

In former periods there were always
men in Senate and House to rush to
the defense of an Administration on
slight excuse There were always in
both bodies two or three men at least
recognized as White House spokesmen
upon the floor But it seems to have
passed out of fashion for the regular
itcpuoncans to De alert to the defence
of a President This may be due in
some part to the practice that grew up
uuring tne last six or seven years for
the President to take care of himself in
statements issued in his own name or
thru his Secretary whenever he was as-
sailed

¬
severely by members of his own

or of the opposition party
Spokesmen in the Houses

The practice of having spokesmen
upon the floor of Senate and House
seems to have passed out entirelv
Roosevelt had one or two such spokes-
men

¬

but they did not exercise tho in-
fluence

¬

in defensive debate that held in
the days of the McKInley Administra-
tions

¬

At the present time there is no
Senator or Representative recognized
sufficiently as the personal friend of
tne President who could make a speech
that would be taken as reflecting the
Presidents views unless he ventured to
label it

Impartial members of Congress have
frequently pointed out that very many
of President Tafts legislative recom-
mendations

¬

are distinctly progressive
If not radical even more so perhaps
than recommendations that President
Roosevelt put forth Some of these
recommendation are more advanced
than the conservative wing of the party
approves but the conservatives have
voiced their dissent very little The
progressives used to take their cue In
considerable measure from the con
servative opposition Consequently
when the conservatives make no show
of lighting they arouse insurgent suspi-
cions

¬

The President has undoubtedly
suffered In popular estimation from
this peculiar turn of affairs

Vice President Sherman Is gaininc
great prestige in Washington as a poli ¬

tical pacificator and adviser of the fac-
tions

¬

He Is credited with no small in-
fluence

¬

in having brought about a bet-
ter

¬

understanding between the House
regulars and insurgents a few days ago
when everything In that branch of Con-
gress

¬

seemed going to the bad He ad ¬

vised with the President and with Cab-
inet

¬

officers freely while that crisis was
most acute having been a frequent
caller at the White House ofllces while
the negotiations were in progress

Tho Vice President Influential
Few men enjoy the Presidents con-

fidence
¬

more on political matters The
Vice President Is in a position to dis
cuss politics with great frankness He
understands Congress lie has the con-
fidence

¬

of the Speaker whose right- -
hand man he was in the House for a

iin fact who brought Mr Shermans
nomination on the ticket with Taft
about at the Chicago Convention As
the Vice President was a big official in
the Republican Congressional Commit-
tee

¬

for a long time and was Chairman
thereof when ho was nominated for
Vice President he is very familiar with
Congressional politics

Theso and other political experiences
give tho Vice President a standing in
party councils which none of his prede-
cessors

¬
certainly In recent years have

enjoyed It is widely recognized that ho
is a practiced hand and his advice Is
welcomed not only at the White House
and in the House of Representatives
but in the Senate where he holds nfii- -
cially only the rather important place ofpresiding officer

He is entering heart and soul infn
the plans for retaining Republican con
trol oi tne House of Representa
uvea iiis value as an advisor nn

fcga

i

ftK 30 r
a

apart from any individual participation
in the contest He saw the demoraliz-
ing

¬

force of the overthrow of the Speak-
er

¬
by the insurgents and the Democrats

In the little victory over the appoint-
ment

¬
of the Ballinger Pinchot commit-

tee
¬

He hurried to the Speaker to ad ¬
vise that the insurgents be not further
provoked and his counsel was accented
That laid the foundation for the Presi-
dents

¬
activities In restoring a semblance

of harmony Now the Vice President Is
deep in the plans for making the trucea permanent peace He is in daily con-
ference

¬

with the men whose acquies-
cence

¬
Is indispensable to that end and

i3 proving himself the best ally that
President Taft has in public life

THE CONSERVATION POLICY

The Pinchot ftlafter Dfbppmdiif
of Sight Opposition to Con-

servation

¬

Strangely enough the Pinchot inci-
dent

¬
seems to be rapidly dropping into

the background of Washington affairs
The President sent his long awaited
conservation message to Congress It
met with general approval in many
quarters and there has been more talk
about it than about the dismissal of thoForester who stood forth as thomost conspicuous champion of rnn
servation Ideas

The Insurgents appear willintr to ac
cept the recommendations for coiiFervation legislation which the President
made These include an issue of S30
000000 of 10 year bonds for the furth
erance of irrigation projects legislation
to authorize the classification of public
lands the exercise of Federal supervi-
sion

¬
over the development of waterpowers upon the public domain and

the retention of title to mineral depos ¬
its on public lands whether these min-
erals

¬
bo oil coal or phosphate The

President would separate by law tha
ownership of title to such lands andtne ownership or rights to mine These
In substance are along the line of rec-
ommendations

¬

made by Secretary of theInterior Ballinger
It is noticeable that these recom-

mendations
¬

as reiterated by the Presi-
dent

¬
have called forth considerable op-

position
¬

within the camp of the tegu-
lar

¬
Republicans Such men as Repre-

sentative
¬

Mondell of Wyoming long
Chairman of the House Public Lands
Committee are out in criticism of theso
conservation measures Mr Mondell
claims with quite a school o lawyers
that the Federal Government has no
right to exercise supervision over waterpowers in the States The President in
his special message disnoses of thnt
contention quickly He says that even
if the legal point about xhe rights ot
the btates be well taken the fact re-
mains

¬

that riparian ownership is theimportant matter He argues that if
the Government retains ownership of
the banks to streams where water pow¬
ers are located it cannot bo questioned
that the Government can imnosi condi
tions about the ownersbp of that prop-
erty

¬
so indispensable to the use anddevelopment of water power

The opposition of the regulars how-
ever

¬
to the conservation bills will prob ¬

ably suffice to prevent their enactment
Into law at this session of Congress
Those bills certainly those pertaining
to the classification of nublic Iiti Is rnito supervision over water powers willbe referred in the House to Mr Mondells committee a majority of whoso
inuiiiutTs are supposu to bo in sym ¬
pathy with him

There are signs aiso - opposition on
the part of the regulars to nearly all ofthenumber of years It was the Speaker conservatioa niejsurn4 Tb t n- -- -mham

next

had

vvvvuu uunu li sue k u sare to predict
will never be authorized by this Con ¬gress The East is almost solidly against
it partly because it would benefit thoest solely and partly because It Isdeemed unwie to issuo bonds for ucha purpose anywajvrnnil particularly asit would afford precedon for a policythat Congress is very loath to enterupon For instance the leaders havefrowned upon a bond issuo for the im-provement ¬

of internal waterways
wlilcn would bonutit all sectmna nt ihcountry becausa they believe it is not
wurraiucu oy present conditions

Ex Forester Pinchot issued a state-ment
¬

about COnMnaflnn n tfnr lovo
after his dismissal It did not have thoexpected lire and was in calm tones
which disappoints ma iv of hls frlpnrtw
He is now quicttv gathering ammuni
tion ror tne ualllngor Investigation
where he exnaets ro H rnri s iiftlin Tirrtcppiitnt- - T o miinnvvvnrwtlnn 1 7 T o wuvij itNiarRCil lullcampaign s it nis statement made public the afteranjthimj enhanced because he is now noon before Preiilent TUCs couaerva- -


