ONE DOLLAR A YEAR.
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Is it womanly? We may have the
woman's heart: she weeps over her
lagt 1dol; we weep over ours, We were
of the First Corps; its history is our

[history. Its glory is ours; we were it

land it was us. Unmanly? Who struck
| fiecreer or deadlier when the hoarse-
mouthed cannon spoke, and his word
was death? Who loved their country
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CHAFPTER L
The Winter at Culpeper.

The terrific fighting of 1862-63 had
demonstrated bevond dot that the
line of the Happa whk was the true
line of defens: f ichmond and the
zouth Atlantic seaconst. Rising In the

" o i i

it y the
ages, until it falls into the
nock, 10 les Fredericksin
It wns as fine a defensive line as ever
sheltered an army, and presented ser-

jous obstacles to the advance of its | could
ond like a | The
the i

broken, rough and wooded, where the

enemy. It sy before Ri

t wet diteh in front of i fortress
This was none the | because
Richmond was 70 mil ¥ . sinve Its
sheltering effect was the same, and the
ground in the rear of It s suftficient
to give freedom of manuver 1o an army
of immense size. The importance of
this line was =shown by the continual
return to it by the great contending
armies. Gen. Pope had attempted to
hold it against the en in his disas-
trous campaign in August, 1862, After
Lee's defeat at Antictam he hastened
to take shelter behind it while Me-
Clellan advanced his army bevond War-
renton with a view of attacking him
there. Burnside changed this plan to
his fatal attack upon Fredericksburg,
and then Gen. Hooker gucceeded in
plercing the line at Chancellorsville,
only to be driven back in defeat.

After Gettysburg, Lee again hastened
to the shelter of the Rapidan, and was
followed to Culpeper by Meade with the
Army of the Potomac. In the Autumn
of manuvers in 1863, the Army of the
Potomac and the Army of Northern
Virginia “"chasseed” back and forth he-
tween Alexandria and the Rapidan sev-
ernl times, so often, indecd, as to causo
the wags in Richmond to speak of it as
8 weekly stage-line between Orange
€ourt House and Alexandrin, under the
mianagement of Messre. Meade and Lee.
Following the abortive Mine Run Cam-
paign in December, 1863, the two
armies gettled down for the Winter,
with the headquarters of the Army of |
Northern Virginia at Orange Court |
Houge and those of the Army of the |
Potomae at Culpeper Court House, 25
miles north, and some 70 miles from |
Washington. The periodically \vrori\"-tll
Orange & Alexandrin Railroad was the |
main ling of supplies for both armis l
From the Union base at Alexandria
there rolled over its rugged rnzu!lmdi
and shaking bridges a dally Mississippl |
of rations, clothing and ammunition for |
the 100,000 men and forage for the
25,000 animals. The seantier _un;mlivsi
for the Army of Northern Virginia came |
up to Orange Court House from the |
arsendls and warehouses in Ril'hmun!l.|
and the granary of the Confederncy In |
the valleys of the James, the Dan, and
the Roanocke, All the roads in the |
South connected with Richmond, and
those on the Atlantic =eaboard, as vet |
untouched by the Fedeéral raids, were
channels of supplics to the Confederate |
Capital. So far as the Confederite re-
sources would admit, Lee's army was

By JOHN McELROY.
much-enduring and etill hopeful Army

its highest piteh of efficiency,

and
into £
2 and disregard of well-carned
honors, and its utility has heen strong-

cided advantage at Gettvsbhurg
in
three corps, where the Union army was
geparated

and there seemed to be o necessity for
smallér units under several men hav- |had given us our first substantial vie- | hook or by crook, hid undoubtedly
[the adverse winds have fhean blowing
| harder and the seas haved boen running

more? Hated lta enemies mori What
|corps ean hoast of a list of names like
| Meade, Reynolds, MceDowell, King,
| ITartsuff, Ord, Sevmour, Gibbhon,
"llu'kt'u.c, and Newton? Every one o
hero, Our comrades sgleep upon the
hillsldes of Fredericksburg, in the Wil-
derness, at Chancellorsville, upon the
plaing of Manassas, the ragged slojes
of Slaughter and South Mountaing, by
the sluggish Antletam, and the blood
of 5,000 of our brave bhovs golored the
ground of historic Gettysburg,

“In the field bevond the town is a
spot marked by our memento, before
which the pilgrim will come, bow his
hend in reverence, and drop tears of
I sorrow and jov upon the spot where
our noble commander gave up his 1ife
| to save his country. The tear « r
lrow that @0 brave a man, so sk
| seoldie r, must need be killed—the
of joy, that the man who died was the
instrument, under God, that snved the
battle of Gettysburg, and thuz r vl
| the drooping spirit of the loyal North.™

The Ninth Corps.

There was brought back to the army
the Ninth Corps, Burnside's “Geogra-
phy class.” The nucleus for this corps
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'RAPID HISTORY-MAKING.

A Swift Pace in Washington Now-a-Days—The President’s Efforts

Harmony.

e

The race |8 swift In Washington these

January days. One who slips a few
hours gots out of tontch with the march
|of events. " History 18 making, polltical
thistory, and perhaps Nutlonal hlstory.

For the things that ars paramount jost
now will apparently be not forgotten o
week, or a month, or a generation from
now

The President ig busy tryving to iron
the wrinkles out of an Administration
crisis, and, indeed, of a Republican
Party crisis, It Iving him opportuni-
ty to demaonstra the deftnes=s of his
hand, Matters were drifting, The sit-
uation was going from bad to worse.

That meant party demoralization. No
one seemed able to call a halt upon |

the consequent demoralization, It had
begun to look like a demoralization

majority and have the committiee an-

nounced hy the Speaker, but they have |
abandoned that plan, which they could |

probably have carried thri. ’I’i.-‘_ Vite
by which the Speaker was overridden
stood 149 to 146, As the caucuses have
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settled it, the insurgents and the Demo- |

cruts get three members and the regu-
lnars three members of the House repre-
sentation. That is eminently fair, The
Speaker gladly consented to It His
feelings nre not hurt. The Democrats
ire satisticd, The insurgents are salis-
fied.

Now the President is turning to the
greiter world of getting an agresment
for a 'cancus on his legislative bills, He
has defined the provisions of these bills
in the special me 8 which have
gone to Congress in recent days. Con-

thiet would affect the much-talked-of | gresa and the country know pretty weil

legislative program  and  the much-

tnikod-of Congressional clections, now

|Hitle more than nine months away.

The wige men of politips were shnk-
ing thelr heads. Many fa squall has

tetruck the Republican cr@ft in the last

decade gnd & half, It $Yas weathered

| higher than ever before hince the last
[Department of the Govegnment passed

out of Democratic contrgl. Men were
saving that they guessed It was the in-
evitible, and the leaders might as well
become resigned to whit was In store
for them. And while there were still
many philosophic souls believing that
brighter days would follow the storm
the focling of deapalr prevailed.

The President Took the Helm.
Tt rested with the President to take

the helm. He met the task without
flinching. Temporarily at least he has

| stayedd the peril. He entered upon a

diocigive program for n show of har-
miony, Just now he sceme in part to
have succeoded, The majority in the

| House is Just now on safe groond. rrl
there be no slip up, he will have paved I:Hm'

the way within a fow days for the suc-
cess of his party in the popular legigin-
tive branch.

The troulbles have been most acute
In the House. The hig outhreak came
there,.  The insurgents, who number
about 26 men, had been Ladly split In
the early woeks of the session. A sue-
cession of political happeninge brought
them together gnd solidified thelr ranks.
They are all proverBially angry with
Speaker Cannon. At that particular
Junecture they were angry with the
President. The “mo patronage' order
and the course in conducting the Bal-
linger-Pinchot Investlgation were big
factors in bringing that situation about.

At the last moment, as it seemed, the
President stepped in, . He urged Insur-
Eents to return to the Told, He pleaded
the Importance of enactihg the legisla-
tion thii the Reppb¥ean phatform
urged. That was his basle argument.
The platform had been adopted by a
great popular hody of Republicans,
fresh from the voters, It had been ap-
proved by President Roosevelt and by
himself. They bhad gone before the
people on that platform and obta'ned n
most trivmphant indorsement. The de-
cree was plain. Certainly, neither In-
surgents nor regulars could dissent from
chat propogition. The representatives
of both factlons who were Invited to
the White House oifices to “talk it

ftory in the Kast in the capture of (over” had to agree to that.

what the provisions of those hills, fav-
ored in the Republican platform, are,
lie has the assent of the House regu-
lars to take the measures into caucus,
one by one, as the time arrives for their
consideration. The more radical of the
Iinsurgents are still holding out. The
more conservative of them have as good
og assented. The success of the plan to
get them into caucus on the measures
may still be doubtful, but at least' the
Insurgent ranks have been divided. With
half a dozen or a dozxen of them ex-
pressing a willingness to go into caucus
there can be no doubt about the Re-
publicans having a clear majority. This
Elves the party legislative assurance,
which can be but gratitying to the
White House.

More Hopeful of Party Harmony.

Accordingly President Taft entered
upon the present week of efforts at
party harmony in a decidedly hopeful
frame of mind. He has captured the
outposts of opposition by his amicable
arrangement for the choice of the Bal-

linger-Pinchot investigators. This plain-
1y gave his cause momentum.

And vet the biggest task I8 ahead of
The insurgents are still thunder-
ng their suspiclons of the Interstate
commerce amendments, as framed in
the exhaunstive Administration  bill
which Senator Elkins and Representu-

[tive Townsend have introduced. They
yare voleng dissatisfaction over the Fed-

erul incorporation bill, which has not
been made public officially, altho its
language has been fully reported thru
unofficial sources,

They do not like the ship subsidy
bill, which was introduced after the
holidays by Representative Humphrey,
of Washington State, with the Pres'-
dent’s approval., They are In some in-
slances emphasizing dissatisfaction with
the program for admitting Arizona and

INew Mexico as States.

These insurgent mutterings, however,
reinforced In some instances by little

| eoteries of regular Republicans, are

not discouraging the President, During

(the last few days he his been receiving
'eordial messuges from many parts of

the country. People are showing more

A Traveler and

His Reflections.

theme with Presidents about this stage
of their Administration, is g minor one

|with him. Much has heen written about

the President’s indifference to serving
more than four yearz2 n the White
House. In substance it s true, He

‘has told a number of visitors lately
|that he is thinking about only one

l

ithe most of the present four years of
this tenure,

term, hardly expects to serve more than
one term, and is concermed to make

The President has not shown himself
much of an gdept in keeping his [deas
before the public, On the other hand,
the insurgents have been very busy. A
dozen of their number [n Senate and
House have done more In the publicity
ling during the last two months than
all the rest of Congress. They have
been hammering the President’s bills
in season and out of scason. They have
criticized White House plans before
those plans were finally formulated, and
politicians at Washington are well

aware that in these newspaper reading

Interest in his activities. A multitude |da)‘u such methods count,

of approving telegrams were teked off

yinto the White Flouse offices, following
the two gpecial messuges which outlined f

'his L gislative plans. These cheered the !slight excuse. There were atways in

President messurnbly, coming as they

did after he had had a gloomy experi- |
|

ence of criticism from many quarters,
The exiutence of this friendly sentiment
Ig felt by Senators and Representatives,
It will help the President in his further

In former periods there were always
men in Senate and House to rush to
the defense of an Admisistration on

both bodies two or three men at least
recognized as White House spokesmen

|upon the floor., But it scems to have

pussed out of fashlon for the regular
Republicans to be alert to the defenve

jof & President. This may be due in

apart from any individual participation
in the contest. He saw the demoralize
ing force of the overthrow of the Speak-
er by the Insurgents and the Democrats
In the little victory over the appoint=
ment of the Ballinger-Pinchot commit-
tee. He hurried to the Speaker to ad-
vise that the insurgents be not further
proveked and his counsel was accepted,
That laid the foundation for the Presl-
dent’s activities in restoring a semhblance
of harmony. Now the Vice Preshilent s
deep in the plans for making the truce

|& permanent peace. He is in daily con-

Ih*ri-m'e with the men whose acquies-
jcence is indispensable to that end, and

is proving himself the best ally that
President Taft has In public life.

THE CONSERVATION POLICY

The Pinchot Matter Dropping Ouf
of Sight—Opposition to Con-
servation,

=== =
Strangely enough, the Pinchot incle
dent serems to be rapidly dropping inte

the background of Washington ni¥airs.
The President sent his long-awaiited

as well supplied as was Meade's. fon flaranthor i P t €
- . ng the authority and efforis to obtaln a caucus alig . | = tice at - congervation message CONgress,
Preparing for the Great Final Struggle. | corps commander. the facti } @ caucus aligmmnent of some part to the practice that grew up o : e >
- 4 5 oy . - ad ¥ 1 f & corps, had|in accord with the platform declara- * Tactions. |during the last six or seven years for |/Met with general approval in many
Everyone North and South knew thaf | The First Corps, which had made |to the propor il 1 .tl'-‘ s h. i |tions,” said the President In substance, | The President wants the proposed |the President to tuke care of himsell jn |AUaTters, and there has been more talic
the final struggle would come in the |Such a magnificent fight at ‘.;-ll'\}:{nf-r‘[. fomg:;ht 1.11_ ;'\nlt}a l-ll.l.l |.rI|:r . ; Ii-!;-u'lll.. “.‘::- b a;ul‘rr-rlnln officials whom T have C8UCUS verdicts upon Interstate com- |statements issued in his own name or about it than about the dismissal of the
Spring, and both sides spared nothing |10 18 sad lilmln:ltinn.nf Dithbers, was fcngaged _;n t 1[* '.b.':'l’ at : L "rl r":lr-ch:n-.ztv-l to assist me have heen at Merce amendments, Federal incorpora- |thra his Secretary, whenever he was as- [orester who had stood forth as the
to strengthen thelr armies for the de- |consolldated into two divisions and /burg. When Burnside was relieve: st lerarle. draing thoas BIIE STatds put |Hon and other measures virtually as he |sailed severely by members of his own |08t conspicuous champlon of con=
clsive wrestle, The Confederate copn- | Mmade part of the Fifth Corpe. The | the command of the Army of the Po- | " o ! |has drawn them., He will not object » of the it s servition ldeas
= etn I 1 ide of the wearers of the |tomne and assigned (o that of the De- [them before the Republican caucus of | 4 ¥ not object, jor of the opposition party. - -
scription agents went out anew to glean |Wounded pride of the wearers of the [toma A ; v |however, to modifications in committen g | . The insurgents appear willing to sce
the oft-gathered flelds for the recrujts |ToUnd patch was only Imperfectely con- | partment of . e t lenucus 18 supposced to volee the will of | If €onvinced these modifications will Spokesmen in the Houses, cept the recommendations for conserva-
which they had refected in thelr former |S01ed ‘l'i\_l"'_!_'“_'_-!‘-‘l_"i{ Lo "}"“fllf“" to wear | his corps with him'to help carry ou the Republicans of the House. It iz |/MProve the legislation. The House| The practice of having spokesmen |tion legislation which the President
garnering. It was then that Grant sajg (it while serving in ‘_"'-l "I"‘"_"'_ S ;" & certalnly better adapted for expressing |1°24ers say there must be hearings and |(upon the floor of Senate and ifouse [made. These include an lssue of $10,-
in hix sententlous way that they|With I;"l"* “h‘.'-"":"“’* "!"f rl','_""""‘"‘; by the verdict of the party than the House [caretul consideration in committee, go Stems to have passced out antirely. | 000,000 of 10-year bonds for the furth-
“robbed the cradle and the grave" to |the i ls-.-}n . r,--. : T‘l}‘ "th l":lr-“ organization, even tho the Republicans that it eannot be charged the caucus is | Roose elt had one or two such spokes- |erance of irrigation projects, legisiation
put into thelr ranks everyone, yourng """; £ 18 ’I" £kt '.”"'}Afl el _“"I‘"";_ r = 4" of the House elected the members of | "SUrping legislative functions. [men, but they did not exereise the yn- |10 authorize the classification of public
or old, from whom even temporary ser- ll:I IS !If]"_’"”” ": :rh-lr i -.I.ilw!'-'. _-H:-} '"»l | : that_ organization. Im wiitishould: be There ia a fecling In Washington that (fluence in defensive debate that held in  lands, the exercise of Federal sepervi-
vite could be exacted. ‘lrl:‘ “”I:‘ ;;1‘_‘“‘;"_;' li‘-]-.:- eiey ‘" ; :l‘fl":'. "‘:” s eoted even mors thin the Hotuse |He President has been distinctly gain- |the days of the McKiniey Administra- |S|"ll over the development of water
_lhs;:utinf_: ins srongest attempts to that timp. Hooker, Reynol [‘ul the Iq. . Committee on  Rules, of which the |IDE I prestige by his pence successes of (thons. At the present time there Is no |powers upon the public domain. and
mininiize Gen. Lee's force, we have the || ]“"1 M ininsnar A A imint : lii-‘ ,' r,"k;: Speaker is Chairman. We can let the [P 1ast few days, His friends belieyve Senator or Representative recognized the retention of title to mineral depos-
e of e Adiuisnt Gepsral of 'l:ulr;: and Scminary Im;;:: 'r-‘-;‘n rhrnl‘l- Republican caucus assume the func- [[t May prove to be the turning point in |sufeiently as the personal friend of |its on public lands, whether these min=-
the Army of Northern Virginia that it | ne ';---n e £ ol e S Ao tions of the House Rules Committee.” his Administration. If he suoceeds with |the President who could mmake a speech |erals be oil, coal or phosphate. The
never at any time numbered less than 1I« ara 5 f'_'. |\‘f 5 t]-h 1, A II-: 5 'J h Attractly the Tusurgents bl caucus program and wins over the |that would be tuken as reflecting the | President would separaie by law the
10,000 men, and probhably we run no tmperfectly matched by Fitz John Atracilve to the g i bulk of the Insurgents A W resident's views les: o ve i rnershi le ue $ g
3 Porter, Sykes and |Grovelon. the e i fanat nsurgents, he will find | President's views unless he ventured to |ownership of title to such lands and
risk in assuming that its strength wos e e \mH "‘ I‘" ;‘1"'1- ; 1 “' f T i‘ - = This proposition had ﬂ“"“"“'l"' €= | himuclf more firmly established than he | label it the ownership of rights to mine. Thesg
N : 1 e “rve at fets * e le i z . . T y 1 4 . : . : > < 2 : vl
""‘1":"‘ d'f““E, "‘,’,“ Winter to mearer| o H--::-.'Imrnc. Hrte SRCE A \ —— tures. To be SR it "t‘]'_l‘f": :"’:_“ ’zt“: has ever been as the leader of his party, | Impartial members of Congress have |In substance are along the line of rece
£0.000 than 70,000, The Confederate | The Third Corps, “as wes understand regulars would outvote the Insurgents, |t gy nothing of 4 more sceure posi- | frequently pointed out that very many |lommendations made by Secretary of the
authoritlies would have been etrang (o ‘Ih .;‘:. & r«l" 5 ‘III\I W Il:u .j -;_!1! | but as the t-»picnluf !rc_-m;?ndmtn lntum]r- tion as President of all the people of President Taft's legislative recom- |Interior Ballinger.
remiss if they had allowed their army |- i~ i o 18 oMl SAearny tunee to be voted upon there are to be - g bhas ke " E "
e Y | hadAre. " conso : die it : ; 5 SeNe » - - mendations are distinetly progressive, It is noticeable that these recoms
to fall below 80,000, since thers weps  Podge, conscious of their well-carned the President’s bills, which the Repph- General Public Approval. it not radical, even more a-'ln. :":erhnps:. mendations, as relterated by the Fresie

| Rounoke Island. The command, raiged | ""We want to write these laws strictly

of the Ohio, he had taken [the House and ablide [ts decision. The

yet men and boys enough in the Con-
federacy to rajse jt to this strength,
and to imbue it with the hope of re-
gisting the army which was concen-
trated gt Culpeper Court House,

Every effort was nlso made to put
the armies In the best condition for ser-
vitce. The Confederate luws compelled |
the blockade runners to take out o cer-
tain iwmount of Hr efch trip on ac-
count of the Confederate Government, |
and as this brought ¢normou prices |

fame on the Peninsula, at Chancellors-
{ville, W
burg road, of 1
| Bickles,

intzelman, Keo
went reluctantly into the SBec-
two divisions,

| be transferred to the Sixth Corps.
This consolidation was made by the

recommendation, March 4, 1804,
Lament of the First Corps.

feelings of all the members of

BRANDY STATION—HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE I'.O'P;J.\IAC.
England the Confederacy had a large the discontinued corps were expressed
fund with which to buy clothing, arms, by an officer of the First Corps;
ammunition and even provisions across |
the water to be brought back by other [ihe fla

blockade runners. The Army of North-
ern Virginla was as well supplied with
the latest rifles from the English ar-
senals at Enfield, and ammunition from

from the great arsenal at Springfield.

Wherever the Unlon armies ml\'unc:_-d.l

they found In the Confederate works
and camps Enfield rifles with boxes of
cartridges wilk the Tower mark upon
them.
The Army of the Potomac.
The splendid old  bard-fighting,

Is no more;
has gone forth, and the First
|Army Corps has censcd to exlst,
corps that was first formed—it scems
.:‘; us ra llt;ng time w?—l—im the early

ays of this unholy rebellion, Na-
the same gource, as the Union army was Illf]}h'!! first and grlayxtn:nl hope ai:':r ?:a
went down in dark and threaten-
ing clouds at the First Bull Run; that
|band that prided themselves upon be-
ing the first in thoro organization; the
eorps that has fought in & score of
20,000 men,
and parcelled out to
Is it unmanly?

has

GEN. GRANT.
At the time of his promotion.,

heart of advaneing from Cincinnati to
East Tennessee to reliove the loval peo-

the great rallroads leading from Rich-
mond ta the Southwest. Before it could
start on this mission, the neecessity of
reinforving Grant at Vicksburg had
drawn off two of its divisions, When

ek to make the march (nto East
Tennessee, Burnside did not fulflll ex-
pectiations as a Department Come-
mander, but, being a loyal, zealous man,
desired to be employed, and he came
back with his corps to take part in
what was understood to be the main
campiign of the year against the re-
bellion,

There was an awkwardness about
this, Burnside was a Regular, and not
even his loyalty could make him for-
get his great seniority to the men who
had ecome into command In -the Army
of the Potomac since he had lefi it
Having been made a Major-General
for hls capture of Roanoke Tsland,
(commission dated March 18, 1862), he
out-ranked not only Meade by five
months, but also nearly all the Major-
Generals of Volunteers In active ser-
vice. Therefore, when he joined the
Army of the Potomac it was as an in-
dependent command, and the orders
to Meade had to be deplicated to him.

The Ninth Corps contained two new
features, To the bronzed, experienced
veterang, who had fought tn North Car-
olina, Virginia, Maryland, Mississippl,
Kentucky and Tennessee, was added a
Fourth Divigion made up of seven reg-
iments of colored troops, well organ-
ized and thoroly drilled, under the com-
mand of white officers of differont
grades from Brigadier-Generals to Sec-
ond Lieutenants, who had won thelr
promotions by good service In the field,

Another feature was the magnificent

(Contlnucd“on"pnge six.)

the plans dear to President Lincoln's

regiments of heavy artillery which for
years had been guarding the fortifica-

lieun platform favored, the proceedings | The Impression grows that there will {than recommendations that President |dent, have called forth considerabic op=

waould certainly conduce to decision ns
to whether the people’'s recommenda-
tiona should be honored. The insur-
gents do not Hke the ldea of being con-

e more genernl approval of the meas-

|ures President Taft is advocating when

the puble cames to know a little better
what they are. He made the round of

sidered outslde the party, If thoy par- | many cities during the Autumn, outlin.
ticlpited In the caucus, even tho the |ing hu:i legislative doctrine, There was
bills d1d nog fully mect with ‘helr sane- | no strikineg note of disapproval thereto,

tion, It could be sald that they (the l||-|

Very much that he sald was eommend-

surgents) had acquiesced in the will of [ed, East as well as West, The wids-

the majority, expregsed in the most au-
thentic manner, for which party ma-
chinery provides.

The President tried the plan in a

preliminary way. He asked that it be | _
ple of that country, and to cut one of |@pplied in the selection of House mem- |tarifr, not with the matters of prospec-
| bers of the Ballinger-Pinchiot jolnt com- | tve legislation for the session of Con-

mittee. He asked that the Republicans

in caucus choose three regulars and one
| Insurgent for that committee and nllow
|the Demoerats in caucug to choose two
the river citadel fell, the divigions came |Of their own party for the committee. |previdled.  The  Western Insurgents
|After many parleys and afier many lit- | raised o tremendons howl over the tarif

tle obstacles had beent cleared away a
plan was agreed upon to that end. That

teommittee was the inittal cause of much
laf the trouble, The President has plain-

Iy met that phase of the sitoation sue-
ceasfully,. The members of the House
committee will be thus chosen by enn-
cus and commissioned bofore the pres-
ent week has passed, The Benate will
announce jts members of the Investigat-
Ing commission In short order.

The President hags heen consulted at
every step, He has insisted that only
impartinl men, whose fitheks for the
tasks of Investigation will promptly be
recognized by the country, shall be

chosen. It is safe to say In advance
'that his wishes will respected.  And
|onee that Investigaling committee of
|Senate and House, is thosen the Presi-

dent's anxléety about the investigation
Iteelf will cénse. He fowls that the in-
vestigation will take care of itselr.

In bringing this state of affairs about
the President has accomplished much
more than one might assume from a
first glance at the sitmation. He has
established the principle of caucus
ngreement upon matte of factional
contest within him party.fThis has made
the insurgents feel muc better. For a
time they were threate with exelu-
slon from the party cauckis. Nothing s
80 likely to arouse the Hitense Ire of a
member of Congress, Whether he be

serving In the Senate off the House, as

caucus exclusion. The Insurgents and
the Demoerats voted for the election
of the House members of the joint com-
mittee on the floor. The regulars threat-
ened to overturn the vote of that allled

|ets of their doctrine

spread dissent to the President’'s Au-
tumn utterances, as voleed thru the
PFCSS, was over his Boston and Winona

speeches. Thoso speeches,  however, |

hal to do with Senntor Aldrich and the

Lress,
Iwurfl_‘c. more or less untoward for the

A\:lm_lnmtr:llinn. have contributed to the

unfriendly impression which has sinee

speech, becausa one of the leading ton-
has been to agitate
for a further revisjon. They easily
Pasged from that to n criticism of any

Hideas advanced by the President. For

they have assumed, since (he passage of
the tarlff bill, that the President was
Iw.-i_llh- to them and therefore hostile to
their ideas about amending the inter-
state commerce Inw, IT Roosevalt had
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been President ho would have dissented jcuss politics with great frankness. He

from some of thelr ideas, as he rre-
auently did when he wes in thi: White
House, Fle titlked his measures with
the representatives of diverse Interests,

jarrived at conclusions oceasfonally at

variance with previous statements from
him, 1l his changes of view were
dacquiesced In by ardent followers.
President Taft, as the Buccessor of
Roosevelt, is nitiurally unable to con-
trol these enthusiasts as readily, and
vet it Is undoubtedly true that Presi-
dent Taft has laubored earnestly and
sincerely to Incorporate into law many
measures that President Raosevelt ad-
vocated. He believes that he has ar-
rived at sound conclusions, and that he
has had bllla framed which embody

such fdease as Roosevelt was for. He

is =0 confldent of this that he is entirely
willing to ablde the verdict of the peo-
ple on the matter when they have once
Informed themseclves,

He Is very much In earnest about ac-
complishing some real reforms in legis-
latlon during his Administration, Is, In
fact, much more [n earnest anbout ac-
complishing that than he is about any-
thing else. The question of a second
‘erm, which s generally the uppermost

| Roosevelt put forth. Some of these
| recommendations are more advanced
‘than the conservative wing of the party

{voiced their dissent very little. The
| progressives used to tnke their cue in
| considerable measure from the con-
| servative opposition, Consequentiy

|ter understanding between the House

approves, but the conservatives have

when the conservatives make no show
of lighting they arouse insurgent suspl-
cions, The President has undoubtedly
suffered Iin popular estimation from
Lthis peculinr turn of affairs,

Vice FPresident Sherman (s gaining
great prestige in Washington as a poll-
tical paciticator and adviser of the fac-
tions. He is credited with no small in-
fluenee in having brought about a bet-

regulars and insurgents a few days ago,
when eveérything in that branch of Con-
gress scemed going to the bnd,. He ad-
vised with the Presldent and with Cab-
inet officers freely while that crisis was
most acute, having been a frequent
caller at the White House oflices while
the negotiations were [n progress,

The Vice President Influential.

Few men enjoy the Presldent's con-
fidence more on political matters. The
Vice President is In a position to dis-

undeérstands Congress, He hasg the con-
lidence of the Speaker, whose right-

position within the camp of the 1vgu-

|lar Republicans. Such men ns Rapre=
|sentative Mondell, of Wyoming, long
|Chairman of the House Public Lands
| Committes, are out in criticism of thesa

conservation measures. Mr., Mondell
claims, with quite a school of lawvers,
that the Federal Government has no
right to exercise supervision over water
powers in the States. The President in
his special message disposes of that
contention quickly. He says that even
if the legal point about the rizhts of
the States be well taken, the fact re-
mains that riparian ownership is the
important matter. He argues that if
the Government retains ownership of
the banks to streams where water poOw=
ers are located, it cannot ba questioned
that the Government can impos: condje
tions about the ownersh’p of that prop=
erty, so Indispensable 10 the use and
Jdevelopment of water power.

The oppogition of the regulars, howe-
ever, to the conservation bLills will proh-
ably suflice to prevent their enactment
into law at this session of Coungress.
Those bills, certainly thoass pertaining
to the classification of nublie lands und
Lo supeivision over water powers, will
be referved in the Hoouse to Mr, Mon-
dell’'s committee, a majority of whose
membors are sunpoisd to be in syme
pathy with him

There are signg aiso of opposition on

hand man he wias in the House for a
number of vears. It was the Speaker,
in fact, who brought Mr. Sherman's
nomination on the ticket with Taft
about at the Chicago Conventlon.  As
the Vice President was a big official in |
the Republican Congressional Commit- !
tee for a long time and wag Chairman |

the part of the r gnius to nearly all of
the conservation measures, The £50,-
000,000 bund i=sue, i is safe to predict,
Will never he antbhorizsl by this Con.

Eress, The Fast is almost solidly againgt

i{" partly becanse it woukl bepefit the
West solely a piartly hecausa it Is
deemed unwise to fasa bonets for such

thereof when he was nominated for | purpose, anywiyeand particularviy us

Vice President, he is very familiar with
Congressional politics.

These and other political experiences
give the Vice President a standing in
party councils which none of his prede-
cessors, certainly In recent yvears, have
enjoyed. Tt is widely recognized that he
2 a practiced hand, and his advice is
welcomed not only at the Whits House
and in the House of Representatives,
but [n the Senate, where he holds offi-
cially only the rather important place of
presiding officer.

He is entering heart and =oul into |
the plans for retaining Republican con- |
trol of the next House of Represonta-
tives. His value as an adviser on the
preparations for that campuign s if
anything, enhanced because he is now

iL would afford prd®adens for a policy
that Congress is very lonth to enter
upoen.  For instance, the leaders have
frowned wpon a bond issae for the im-
provement  of  internal  waterways,
whica would boneiit all sectiona of the

eountry, becausz they belleva It 3 not

warranied by present eonditions.
Ex-Forester Pinchot jssued a stute-
ment shont eonservailon a few daya

after his dismissal. It did not have the

expectsd fire and was in calm tones,
which disappolnis 1 maay of his friends,
He i3 now guiotly aatharing anmymuni-
tion for the Ballingsr investig-ction,
wherae he expesta to flgure as «biof
prosecutor. It was much remarked “hat
his statement, made pnblic the afters
nova before Prosilent Taf's conservas




