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On Hancoek’s Laft.
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Two accidents oecurred
Hancock with the necessity of caution
and the necd of rearganizing his corps, |
which had been =0 =much i wriized |
by the very vigor and sucvess of his ut-
tack, and showing how much accident |
has to play the direction of battles. |
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cir attack along the plank

battle agaln broke out in all

fury, with our pushed for-
voard in a Jdetermined effort to repeat
LT of the morning These
troaps notl only found the enemy's line
gthened with fresh men and sthind-
in a practically unassallable posi-
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had commandad a brigade
with distinguished ability
on fields. Jt was hig division
that met the en ¥ with such fLrmness
on the opening of the battle of Gettyvs-
Iburg. Wadsworth was a man who
| would not send his men, but would lead
[them, and he was leading them splen-
didly when a musket bullet ended his
|gnllant life to the great sorrow of every
member of the Army of the Potomas
and the grief of the whole country.

and
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Tougstreet’'s Attack.

very much-to the fo And incldental-

Longstrect was now prepared to de-
liver a crushing hlow on the left flank,
which would be as decisive as Stonewall
| Jackson's had been on the right Gt
On Hancock’s left ran
the embankment of an unfinished rail-
road from which the blow could be d
livered, and Longstrect formed four b
I:-;-l-ius-' behind It When they sdvanced
to roll up our left flank Tong et
|t attack vig gly in front, plan
thadd been wodrked out by Ten, M. Ta
|Smith, a New York engincer, who had
joined the Confederate army and had
[heon prominent in the operations at
[ Vicksburg, where he communded a d
vigion., About 11 o'clock the four bri-
| gades, nnder the ] of Col. Sorrel
Long=trect’s Adivntant-Generad, emorged
| from the railroad bank and struck Han-
cock’s left with disastrous effect Hri-
gade after brigade was rolled oup, ond
for n few minutes it looked as if a gen-
eral panle was 1o ensue. KHancock
rushed over to the flank, emdlenvoring
| to rally the troops, but without sueesss,
land, consulting with Gen. Biroey, de-
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THE BATTLE OF MAY 6, LOOKING TOWARD PARKER'S STORE FROM THE LACY HOUSE.

(F
A column of troops was seen appronch-
fng his left Nank, and hurried prepara-
tions were made to recelve It, which
drew some of the regiments out of line,
It took some time to discover that the
supposed enemy was a body of conva-
lescents, who had been sent up to re-
join thelr regimentg and were heing led
by mistake into the midst of the Con-
federates. This mistake was fortunately
discovered In time to prevent this dis-
agter, but the mistake consumed much
time of priceless worth. Then a terrific
firing broke out still farther to the left,
which was supposed to be an attack by
Longstrect, but was really Sheridan’s
cavalry with thelr seven-shooters en-
gaging Stuart’s cavalry. The respite
thus galned was made the most of by
the enemy to repair the disorganization
inflicted by the terrible blow of the

shetoh made by Forbes at the ti
¢ion, but the enemy was begoming ag-
gressive In turn, and Cutler’s magnifi-
cont brigade was driven back to the
open ground around the Lacy house in
dizorder after having suffercd a8 heavy
logs. The Confederates pushed their
advanes so hard that the headquarters
were in some danger, and Gen, Porter
gives this account of Grant’s unshaken
firmness:

“Warren's troops were driven back
on g portlon of his line in front of gen-
erdal healdquarters, stragglers were mak-
ing thelr way to the rear, the enemy’s
shells were heginning to fall on the
knoll, where Gen. Grant was seated on
the stump of a tree, and it looked for
awhile as= if the tide of battle would
Eweep over that point of the field. He
rose slowly to his feet, and stood for a
Lime watching the zeene, and mingling
the smoke of his cigar with the smoke

rom 2

Second Corps. Heth's and Wilcox's Di-

comi-

visions had been broken to picces, and [of battle, without making any
the men streamed back in conrusion, |ments.  His horse was in charge of an
past the open field near the Tabb house, 'nr'-l- rly just behind the hill, but he evi-
where Gen. Lee stood among the small, (dently had no thought of mounting. An
scattered pines, The demornlization was officer ventured to remark to him: ‘Gen-
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BATTILLE ON MAY 6,
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such that Gen, Lee exclaime
gade commander: My
Gowan, g this splendid brigade of
runni flock of pees: priesent att
Go nor that his men replied very
rughing back get a good | y o= of his cigar

form, not whipped vi lLietter to
this Wilde fend the
did not hav hattery  we
run makes ji= preparation made for
1t 1= likely to havie enomy, however, wis

it flows filled with a 1t he reached the knoll.
briars and graps as in many others, the General was
either side which make natu urtifi- ¢ to the motto of his Scottish an-
On the fart f the ant clan: ‘Stand fast,

reform |Cralg Ellachie.”
The Death of Gen, Wadsworth,
2 In this desperate fighting many splen-
‘ it D tdid oltlcers fell, the principal of whom
AL - | was Brig-Gen, James 8 Wadswarth,
nding on a fort-| 7

obstructions | @em Wadsworth was the best illustra-
¢ : {tion of the jdeal country gentleman. A
in it, giving the d 1=V ban oL Ertat wekith,, awoihe seicnl
advantages, The tee Wore e lll land = % BELILH, swning agricul-
it S BT attenmipted 10| ural lands of large extent and aectively
puised ey :‘b ines. and the Fed-|tpgaged in farming them, he wos a
e Y ey maved then [leader among the beople by virtue of
ke entnbatements to atiack the: enemy intellect and character. He was & farm-
bl e izl TR T like the rest of his nelghbors, and
tanding on the natural parapets. an cxnmple to them of how to farm
Renewing the Battle, with the greatest skill and success,
The blood on both sides was now up | Endowed with the highest public spirit,
1o the last fighting pitch, and while Lee (he had a part In all the plans of his
snt orders to hurry up Longstreet's |neighbors for the betterment of thelr
mwen 2nd all avallable troops, Grant and |eommunity, of his county, his State and
Meade sent Stovenson's Division of the [the Nation, Gen. Wadsworth had been
Ninth Corps to help Hanceck, and Sher- lan active Republiean before the war, o
fdan was directed to attack, if possible, |leader of the party In campaigos, and
Longsirect’s flanks, Woebb's Bri- (any office in the gift of the psople wis
gade of Gibbon's IMeision was ordered |(open to him He had gone into the
to  Birpey, and Getty having  been [army promptly to bear his share of the
wounded and his division badly ham- {(fighting, had borne himself with great
mered, it was withdrawn to the Brock [gallantry’ at Bull Run and elsewhere,
roed. Burnside was sent repeated er-lhad been commissioned a DBrigadier-
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clded to abandon all in front and re-
establish his line on the Brock road,
where he had made Intreachments the
day heflore.

Lamgstreet Wonnded,

Gen,  Alexandsr, in  his  “Milltary
Memoirs of a Cunfederate,” siavs that
after secing the - fMlest of Sorrel’s blow
Gen, Smith rode back to Longstreet and
reportsd an Cldenl suceesss"” which was
it once followed oy oriters froon Long-
strect to the rest of his troops Lo ad-
vance,  Gen. Alexamicr savs:

“Meanwhile the 12th Va.,, of Ma-
hone's Brigade, had croxsed the plank
roid in pursuit of Wadsworth and got-
ten ahead of the odher regiments, de-
tuined by a fire in the woolds aoeross
thelr path. It was now returning to
I11.m] its brigade, which was in line near
|liw road, and hid only a short while
Iwsfore been firing at Wadsworth's fugi-
| tives. The 12th, on the left of the road,
wins mistaken in the woods for an ad-
'l vance of the enemy, and fire was opened
on it by the other regiments, just as the
head of the column was about to pass,
amd It rode into the fire. Jenking hnd
Just before ridden close to Longstreet to
offer congratulations, and had said: °l
reel happy. 1 had felt despair of our
cause for some months, but am relieved.
I feel assured we will put the enems
across the Rapidan before night.'

“Jenking and Longstreet were hoth
struck, the former mortally, dyving with-
in two hours; the latter in the throat,
passing out behind the right shouldor.
Capt. Doby and Howen, an orderly on
Kershaw's still, were killed, Jenkins's
Erigade leveled 1o return the fire, but
Kershaw  shouted, ‘F-r-ji-e-n-d-s," and
nrmg were recoversd and the men lay
down without firing a shot, The 12th
Via. had alse liin down.

laoangsirest at onee summoaoned Fleld,
the asenlor officer present, to take the
commuaond and press the pursuit, one col-
minn the direct gitiack, the other to turn
the position along the Brock road. B-
fore Field, however, had taken com-
mand, Gen. K. H, Anderson, his senior,
| hauad arrvived, and Lee soon after came
Uy

“Lamgstrect writes that the plans, or-
ders aml opportunity were explained to
| but the woods concepled every-
thing excont the troop= along the romd,
and Lee Jdild not care to handle brolken
lines, and ofdered o formution for puar-
allel battle.™

Aunother Lull in the Batt'e,

There Iall in the
battle Lare, like Huncock, found his
troops o disorganized by thelr altack
thru the wmngled wonds that it took him
four hours 1o rearrange them, While
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GEN. WADSWORTIT,
Killed at the Wilderness,

this was golng on Gens. Grant and
\.‘\1--“111- were strengthening Hancock for

a renewal of the battle on his flank.
Col. Leasure's Brigade, 21st Mass.,
100th Pa. and 34 Md., which had been
posted on the left under Gen, Gibhbon,
wis pow oridered 1o Gen, Hancock to
sweep along his whole front from left
to right, holding its own right about 100
vards from the hreastworks, and sat-
tacking any enemy it should find,. Han-
cock reports that Col. Leasure executed
this order with “spirit and success, De-
ploying his brigade at right engles to
our line of battle, he traversed the en-
tire front of Mott's and Birney's Divi-
sions, crossing the Orange plank road
In his march, encountering a8 he pro-
ceeded what he supposed to be a brigade
of the enemy, which fell back in disor-
der without engaging him.” After this

(Continueéd on page six.)

Iv Lthe investigat are  getting
| most prominence. They are really plp-
ing hot at this: juncture For while
I dent Taft ks tugeing away with hie
logri
Capitol TIH are making things hum.

| There the Ballinger-Pinchot fnvess
[tigotion with stirrinue developments. At
tast they have gotten aroind o ex-For-
Pinchot's testlmeny He opened
'|’.\'i1h i heavy volley, in which he went
It the Secrciary the Interior ham-
|mers and tongs Ang hofore nlghtral)
Seerel Ballinger “cuxme right
it him with a statement which breathed
fire and definnee,

| Mr. Pinchot read an “opening,” in
which he outlined whar he expoctied to
prove,  He did this in ‘Hea of allowing
his attorney to imake an “opening’” for
him. He told the commBies thiat Secre-
|t.-1r\' Ballinger had deliberately planned
[to betray the conservatign interests of
|'h| country, but had bhoen checked by
the public clamor agabwt him. The
Kecretary was also chargdl with having
deceived the President, amd Mr. Pinchot
expects to show as much before he is
|thru.

Well, well! That was afgey stuff after
| the Investigation had drakged along in
a very dull way for several weeks, “The
imperative duty before this country,m
declared Mr. Pinchot, “is to get vkl of
an unfaithful public servant.,” Thoss
were ringing words ta project befors
the nvestigating committes, “Pinchot
lattempted without  success 1o deceiyve
i!ho- FPresidont,” was one of the vigorous
|utterances of Secretary Ballinger. “Iie
ywill find that it will be vqually difflcon
for him to deceive the committes.”

And now the commiites is in
midst of Mr., Pinchot's testimony. It
heard him briefly Iast week, but his
testimony wias soon halted in a squabihle
| § to whether he should be allowed to
[ etai a4 conversatlon with the Presi-
.'I' nt, It was argued that this testimony
ltrliu]\! not e fair to' the President,
Then, if the President remained silent,
the would seem to be dcguieseing, the
only  other alternative being. for the
President 1o appear before the commit-
tee and give his version of the conver-
sation, Bup no investigating commitice
]\\'nulal ke to summon the President as

witneas Frabably he could not be
legally summoned to appear there, The
committee did not resume [tg sittings
till Tuesday of this week, bul most of
the time til Satardsy nighe will be oc-
cupied with the direct testimony of the
former Forester. and with his eross.
examination.

Secretury Hallinger promises to an-
awer in full the former Forester's testi-
mony when he himseff gets upon the
witness stand. Ax Mr. Pinchot (pro-
nounced, by the way, as tho there ware
no final “t"*) has been so digorous.in his
testimony. it Is expected that Secretary
Ballinges will be equally” vigorous in
his Lestimony.

L
The Cosg of Living.

The cost of living inquiry, authorized
by the Senate to be conducted by a
#pecinl committes, of which Senator
laovlge, of Massuchusetts, 8 Chalrman,
has also had some spley developments.
A couple of Democrats—Senators Sim-
mong, of North Caroling, and Clarke, of
Arkanspe—were assigned to the com-
mittes, but they have not acquieseed in
the plans for collecting information,
They wanted investigations into lines
which the Republicans thought unnec-
vasary, and there was guite o fuss. The
critics say the purpose of the investigi-
tlon into high prices |8 largely political,
but Senator Lodge asserts with great
cmphasis that It is to be both falr and
thoro, no matter what political party Js
hurt or favored by the faets,

S0 there has been geversl warm tus-
#les, with the result that at last the
committee has agroed upon particolar
lines of inquiry without specifying the
detills for dolng the work. There s
evidently to be considerable contention
between the Republicans and Demo-
crats of the committes before iU com-
pletes its Inbors, Senator Lodge wants
to gel the report befors the Sennte prior
to adjournment, and jif that is done
there will undoubitedly b & series of
political speeches. The Regublicans will
wiint to clinch their sidegof the case
and the Democorats ditto,

Already numerous ﬁl)l‘i'd‘l#'ﬂ have been
delivered by Congressmeny upon  the
subject of high prices—he the Senate
amd House and belfore audkenees in the
States,  Sepator Todge himeself deliv-
ered o pretentions pddress, in which he
naserted that the rise in prices was not
due to the wariff, but was a world-wide
movement, due in considerable measure
to the increased production of gold. His
son-in-law, Representative A, P. Gard-
ner, of Massachusgells, has dlgo of late
delivered a similar speech in the House,
|--r1!-.r. ed by some Investigations and
| conclusions of his own,

The House js dovoting
time to genernd debate—which always
means politicnl speeches when o Comni-
gressional cnmpiign I8 approaching—
and the arguments pro and con about
the high cost of living, which some Re-
publicans say s largely the cost of high
living, are being widely exploited, The
politicel situation s warming up very
mich, anyway, and in' all (8 phases is
engiging the attention of the men in
Congress, They nre bound to have poll-
| very much in mind from now on
till next November,

There is also much action In the Sen-
ate and House this weéek, which no oth-
e¢r man in the country is walching with
as much jnterest as the President. He
has had a long, hard pull to get the leg-
Islative machinery into evef a show of
Y maotion. The wheels are now act-
nally turning—on measures included in
the legislative program,

The Postal Savings Banks.
Just how much or how Httle that will
|slgnify cannot be told or determined
for some woeeks There 18 an agree-
ment to vote upon the postal savings
banks bill Thursday, “Tommy" Carter,
a5 the wise old heads arpound the north
end of the Capitol style the senlor Sen-
utor from Montana, has the bill In
charge, and asseverates that he has
votes enough to pass it That bodes
well for the Administration, althe
“Tommy" doeg not say what kind of a
bill it Is going to be when it I8 passed,

The guestion of the form of the bill
Is rather essentipl, Butr the Republican
Senators are not thigking much about
that. The President wu the bill
passed in the Senatle—in aln
form, but he wants it p
worn to a frazzle by the bl
delays over that measyre.
good luck to get it whippe
somewhere else—in the Ho
conferénce committec,

As an agreement has bheer reached to
vole before the logislative d of March
R axpires, the Senale imnot i the mean-
time paying much atténtion Lo the bill,
and does not seem to cure whether

©5ler

ury

the

considerable

tics

into shape
or in the

| INVESTIGATIONS AND LEGISLATION.

The Ballinger-Pinchot Feud—Why is Living High ?>—Postal Savings.
Railroad Legislation—The President’s Speeches.

-
Tnvestigations and legislation are now | there s debnte and discnsslon of it or

the |
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not, Thnt
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breaks a unanimous-con
for & vote. Senatd wmgele and delay
for weeks and weeks, s tho they had
bushel of specches to o deliver, but
when the proper frame of mind for an
agrecment for o vote has been reached
the intereat n spevchmaking often ooges
Gt During the interim o iner of
have been tryving to pateh up
some amemdments that wonld make the
hillacceptable to a majority of the Sen-
The biz tussle, however, aver
the disposition of the deposits, Most of
LT Wostern moen—IRepublicnns  and
Demoerats—want to provent the funds
from getting Iinto Wall
think they cannot preve
themn will an  adversy
House is al=o 1o have a big wrangle over
that very point.,
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The Bailroad Bill.

There is “something doing” with the
ratlroand bill—not as much as the Presi-
dent would like, but something. It i=
out before the Senate in practieally the
form that the President had it intro-
tduced, The Senate Commitiee on In-
terstate Commerce deliberated over the
bill for a very long time, but all the
gmendments which were made were
suggested by Attorney-Genernl Wicker-
sham., Thus far the Senate leadors
have made good their word te the
President.  They told him they would
attempt to get the bill enseted into law
as he had It framed, and they bhelisve
they have the majority to do that. But
it will not be done till after there has
been o real old twister of a debate

La Follette and Cumming and Dolli-
ver and Clapp and Bristow and an ar-
ray of Democrats been preparing
for the assault. They are going to do
thelr very best to get the Republicans
who stand behind the Pregident’s Com-
merce Court and hehind other provi-
#lony of the interstate commerce amenid-
ments into hot water, They will ring
the changes on paragraph after para-
graph, and will claim that in numerons
pitrticulars the bill is drawn In the in-
terest of the railroads. The Senate
Commerers Committes has no very good
orfators among its BRepublican members,
wnd it will be interesting to ob=erve how
Senators Elkinsg, of West Virginia, and
Aldrich, of Tthode lsland, come off in
this defensive roll. Senators Crane, of
Masseachnsetts, and Kean, of New Joer-
sev, never deliver speeches and have
pricctically no aptitude for that task.
Senator Nixon, of Nevada, also has no
power in debnte;, while Senator Cullom,
of IMlineis, the only other Republican of
the committee who voted for the favor-
nhle repart, Is in too feeble health to
participate nctively in the procecdings
of the Senate.

While the champions of the bill are
mmdlcspgad in this wise, many ag-
gressive Henators are on the other side,
equipped as able debaters and ecompe-
tent to command the attention of the
Senate. Cummins and Clapp, the latter
of Minnegola, the two Republicans of
the enmmittes who voted against the
favorable report, are good wranglers on
the floor,

Nevertheless, a step forward has been
taken with the bill In getting it before
the Senate and in opening the way to itg
enrly consideration there. As the Sen-
ate leaders are confident of a majority
whenever they ean reach a vote, they do
not have to worry much about the ora-
tory end of the proposition. Under the
agsurances that Senators give him, the
President ls now turning his attention
to the House. He is trving to pry the
gelf-same railroad bill out of the House
Committes on  Interstate Commerce,
which is proving no easy task. The
House committes has been refusing to
accept the bill ne drawn by President
Taft and Attorney-General Wickersham,
which refusal Is causing some friction,
The President is confident of straight-
ening evervthing out, however, in the
interim before the Houge 8 ready to
give the railroad hill considerntion, and
also has assurances that it will be re-
ported to the House in the form he
wishes.

The President’s Speeches,

The President hammers away on his
ideas for legislation and for good ad-
ministration whenever he has an op-
portunity to get the public ear. He is
muaking frequent trips out of town to
deliver addresses, and these aiford him
w chance to outline what he s doing
and hoping 1o do. He bhas made two
trips to New York City this yvear, and is
plinning another trip to up-State polnts
wheén he returns this month from a
visit to Chicago.

All in all, he has now planned to
mitke more than a dozen gddresses be-
tween now and July 1 on a variety of
toples, some of which pertain to the
problems with which he j8 grappling.
He sails right into the people who are
appesing and eriticizing him, even into
the newspapers, and goenerally receives
cordial appluuse for his efforts, He
gave the newspapers a shot when he
was over to Newark, N. J., the other
evening, which hus #et every editorial
sanctum in the country to buzzing. He
thinks the newspapers hiave been pretiy
severe upon a man who, as President,
I# doing the very best he ecan to miake
good. The President has the same
opinion about the magazines.

Meanwhile he goes ahead getting his
bille perfected and urging Congress to
dispoese of them. During the Iast few
duys he has put his O, K. upon an anti-
Injunction  bill, and i now tryving to
persuade the Senate and House to en-
act it just as it is drawn., One feature
of the President's legislative progrim
Is that he objects strenuously to amend-
ments. . He is afrald that if Senate and
House attempt to amend the anti-in-
Junction bill it will be made the kind
of measure that he will have to veto.
He¢ has also put his O. K. upon some
conservation measures and  getting
them advanced against the day of the
aession when there may be an oppor-
tunity to give them legislative consid-
eration. He has recently encouraged
the appointment of a Cummission of
Senate and House to investigate the
saveral Departments, with a view to im-
proving business methods and cutting
down expenses,

While such a Commission was under
discussion in the Senate the other day
Mr. Aldrich, of Ithole Island, made a
statement that Is stirring up wide com-
ment. He asseverated that if as a busi-
ness man it were possible for him to
assume control of the Government he
could effect a saving of $300,000,000
annually, As the Government is now
costing $1,000,000,000 a year, that
meant about 33 per cent of Lthe Govern-
ment money wis extravagantly expend-
ed. The President and Senator Aldrich
belleve it is entirely feasible to reduce
expenscs $100.000,000 & year without

affecting the efliciency of the public ser-
vice,
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The Biggest Guns and the Biggestfi
Ships—Credit for our Shipyards. |

Slow Promotions—Trouble in!

the Marine Corps |

——l——

The word “big" is standing out prom-
inently these days With reference to
Navy transactions at the Capital, TIhe
Navy is to have big new =hips, the big-
gest of any in the world. The big new
ships are to be armed with blg new
guns, the biggest in the world. And |

while it s yet too eariy to talk about |
the United States having the biggest |

i

U'nited States can build the best ware
chipe for less money than European
bullders can do. The Argentine ships
are to be built forthwith. The Fore
River Compony will bulld one, having
sublet the contract for the other to the
Camden Shipbullding Company of New
Jeruey,

These days of big Navy projects, how
€ver, mean a tremendous increase In .
expense. The 32,000-ton ships which
Seeretary Meyer has in contempistion
are estimated to cost §18,000,000 about
threes times the cost of an up-to-date
warship 15 or 20 years ago. The In-
dinna, now an obsolete warship, but In
her day the crack of the Navy, cost
complete for hull, machinery, armor,
armament and other squipage, $5 988«
271. She was authorized in 1890, and
fs+ of 10,288 tons displacement. Tha
Conneeticut, one of the modern s of
the Navy, having 16,000 tons displace-
ment and authorized in 1902, cost come
plete $7,911,254. Ships of the Con-
necticut-Loulsiana class were supposed
to represent the extreme developmentg

navy of the world, it is not too earlv to |of warships in tonnage at the time, but

| 32,000-ton

talk about its having the best construct-
ed ships.

The vieing for excellenee has taken
full possession of the Navy Department
and Secretary Meyer, Navy officials,
the Secretary leading in that regard,
have Imparted that same #pirit to Con-
grese, This explaing, in some part, why
the Houge Navy Committea after weeks
of weary deliberations over the Navy
appropriation bill, has voted to build
two shipa of 27,000 tons burden each,
and apparently would have followed
Sceretary Meyer's plans for ships of
28,000 or 30,000 tons each but for the
fact that & few more experiments are
fniecessary with the l4-inch gun. And
next year, so the impression runs, Con-
greas will be asked to authorize 32,000-
ton ships, but that in part is predicated
upon the prospect that the further ex-
periments with the l4-inch guns will be
successful. Then the Navy Department
will be able to go ahead and moung 12
of those enormous l4-inchers upon the
decks of each of the 22,000-tonners.
and it is caleulated that such ships will

he stronger in sea battles than the su-|

per-dreadnaughts of England or Ger-
many. The monsters will have great
speed, and as the l4-inch guns are ex-
pected to shoot effectively at a greater
distance than any other guns in the

world ft is at least theoretically prob- |

able that the new ships can fight a bag-
tie and finish a fleet of the enemy be-
fore that fleet can get within striking
distance,

Secretary Mever has beoen especially
anxious that the Navy should recover
its lost prestige
tion. It was only 40 or 50 years ago
thist American ideas of naval constric-
tion dominated the navies of the world.
The bullding of fron-clad ships origin-
atéed In the United States: but during
the last 20 years Great Britaln has
gained the reputation for turning out
the most modern ships, even tho it may
hiave been that the shipyvarde of the
Unijted States have been able to turn
out the best-constructed ships. Great
Britain originated the dreadnanght,
took up with turbine engines for war-
ships even before the United States
Navy had begun to experiment with
turbines, and has recently begun ex-
periments with oll as fuel,

It 18 claimed that Japan has lald the
keels for two ships of 32,000 tons bur-
den, or of approximately that, and it
has stimulated Congre somewhat to
thinking about such a progrim for our
Navy. Secretary Mever, however,
some preliminary work to do before the
ships ean be authorized
That includes, besides getting the  bi
guns ready, the making of at least three
enormous drydocks, in which the big
new ships can be docked and repaired,
Docks are now hulldings at the New
York Navy Yard, at Breéemerton Navy
Yard and at Pearl Harbor, Hawuii,
which ecan accommodate the largest of
the war craft under contemplation. It
takes two or three years to build one of
these enormous drvdocks, and jt also
takes two or three years to build one of
these super-dreadnnughts.

American Shipyards,

The possibilities of Ameriean ship-
rards in competition with the shipyaris
of Europe have recently been [Hustrat-
ed in the sward by the Government of
the Argontine Republic of & econtraet
for two 25,000-ton ships. After g very
keen  competition the contract was
awarded to the Fore River Shipbuilding
Company, of Quincy, Mass, whose
President Is Francis T. Bowles, at one
time a Naval Constructor and Chief of
the Navy Bureau of Construction and
Repair, The contract thus won from
the British and German yards means a
deal {or the prestige of Amecican yards,

and apparently demonstrates that the

in superior construc-|

=
has |

|in about five vears after those fine crafg
|were lanched plans are under way for
| building warships twice their size,

| All of which meana that before many
{vears pass there will be a lot of costly
|junk in the United States Navy, as well
as in the other navies of the world. For
|the Connecticut, the Louislana, tha
Kansas and those fine ships which made
the cruige around the world will have
to be placed in reserve when the 32,000-

lton ships with 14-inch gun batteries

become sufficiently numerous to make

| squadrons and fleets for our new Navy.

Various Problems.

Numerous problems affecting the fu-
ture of the Navy are more or less at
iesue during this session of Congress.
The Navy appropriation bill will be re-
ported in a few days, and will be scruti=-
nized for indications of the policy re-
garding the Navy which the popular
legislative Branch wishes to pursue. The
\ matier of further enlistments of jackles
will be cared for in a separate para-
yeraph. For along with the authoriza-
tion. of new ships, especially of mam-
moth ships, provision must be made for
manning them. Congress will not have
to vote for men for the new dremd-
naughts authorized this vear, but before
another naval bill is passed some of the
big ships, like the DPelawiare and the
North Dakota, will be coming into com-
mlesjon. There are now approximately
| 132,000 petty officers and 31,000 enlisted
| men in the Navy, a total of 44.000, but
jit s only a question of a brief time
| when this force must be Increased to
30,000 or 60,000 men. Each of the eén-
listed men of the Army and Navy now
coests the Government, in wages amd
| suppeort and transportation, about ¥1.-
| 560 a year, so that every Increase of
11,000 in the enlisted force means an in-
| creased cost of $1.500,000 for the an-
nual support of the Navy.

The Army enlistments are being kept
down to 80,000 men, and Congress has
shown a disposition against incereasing
the Army for the present, in spite of
demands for more men and more offi-
oers for the Coast Artillery Corps and
algo to allow of a large army detail in
the Hawallan Izslands, But there is no
sxcape from increase in the Navy s
long as the new construction progrin
i#= continued. This is one of the argi-
ments which opponents of the bhig Navy
advance, and which will be advanced
with force this year when the Navy biil
reaches the stage of debate,

The Navy personnel also brings
|personnel problems to the as re-
|gards the ¢ imizsions=d force Theite
lare now 2,824 commissioned officers of
the Navy, of whom 618 are warrant
machinists, 371 midshipmen nt sea and
660 staff officers.  There is also a very
large retired list of 764 officers, of whom
144 are Rear-Admirials. These retived
Rear-Admirals alone cost the Govern-
ment about $700,000 a year, as their
average pay on the retired list Is not far
from $5,000 each.

But the Department s in a plight for
methods by which the commissioned
force can be made more etficient and
by which younger officers can be ad-
vanced to command. There are now
27 Rear-Admirals on the active list, s4
Captaing and 121 Commanders, Thedse
are the officers upon whom the Navy
has to draw immediately for the com-
mand of the big ships and of the squaid-
rons and fleets, But the Captains near-
Iy all are men well toward 60 years of
nge, and Navy officers go upon the re-
tired list at 62 years of age. Secretary
Mever has been advocating specdier
promotions for a long time, which prop-
osition was voiced anew the other day
by President Taft In a special message
to Congress. Matters have reached an
acute stage, because there js also a big
and growing "hump™ at the fool of the

ather




