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By JOHN MNcELROY.
troops in the forts and trenches, The
cattle were generally shipped by boat
The Close of Active Operations. 1o the corral at Windmill Point, where
With October, 1864, virtually ended | they were landed and put in charge of

CHAPTER LIL

the field operatlons for that year. The the herders, who wera all enlisted men
- .,].\ direcced to make them-|detalled for that duty. There was an
Iroons wWele irocte ak ) herd - Whish e

tually at the moment old Meade ap-
peared. He had some bales of hay
broken and some sacks of oats cut open,

*“Well," sald he, ‘In a dry time like
this there can be no excuse for the de-
livery of forage in suoch a condition. It
may be well enough, Colonel, for the
laws of war o require the President's
approval to shoot a deserter from the
ranks; but, by ——-, 1 think the com-
manding General ought to have discre-
tionary power to hang Quartermasters
without benefit of clergy. Reship that
forage to City Point. 1 will have it
thrown [unto the river there as soon as
it is properly receipted for. And, by
., I would throw the distributing
Quartermuoster in with it if I had the
power.' "

The Rustic Church.

A striking instance of the skill of the
men in the varions provisions made by
them for their comfort

the 50th N. Y. Eng. near Meade’s head-
gquarters. Capt. M. H. McGrath, of the
50th, a carpenter and joiner by trade,

‘army hendguarters
nished beef to all troops not attached|
to the varions army corps. Then ench)
corps had a herd of itg own. Whenever
cattle were to be slaughtored to jssue|

gelves comfortable Winter quarters in
which to pass the inclement season.
Those on duty in the forts sheltered |
themselves in bomb-proofs with tents |

on the lerre-plain. The ht_.‘ml;-pruur_ui1““-.- and sometimes three times a
consisted of long trenches, roofed over,

k. as many as were required would
with the free toward the enemy,|

we

the place of slnughter. Here they

rirengthened by logs, sandbags and old
Wher-

pork barrels filled with earth. detalled from the army, and in a few

hours their meat would be seen in wag-
ons at the brigadé commissary depots.|
Huge pilés of baled hay and onts in!
sacks far the cavalry and artillery’
horses lined the railway or were ac-
cumulated in the camps. The camps in
the rear of the works became viliages.
Fvery company e batltery had log cook
houses. Every regiment had a bakery,
from which the troops got an abun-
dance of cooked rations, including soft
bread every day, fresh beef three or!
four deys in the week, with bean soup
or pea soup or desiceated vegetable
soup and coffee and tea on tap all the
time, In a word, the Army of the Po-
tomae ‘lived ke fighting cocks,' as the
saving Is, and whatever may have been
the demands on their strong muscles in

=ver a cannon ball was likely to strike
a sufficlent deposit of earth to stop it
was aecumulated. Fireplaces were built
in the bomb-proofs. with the chimneys
made of pork barrels. Sleeping bunks
contributed to the comfort of the in-
mates.

The regiments In reserve built even
more slaborately, at times giving them-
selves all the comforts that ingenuily

and labor could procure. The huts
they bullt were generally six feet by 10
on the ground and not less than five
and a half feet high. If boards or
pleces of sheet-iron could be procured,
which was not often the case, the huts

A UNION HOSPITAL AT CITY POINT.

were roofed with these. DMost always
shelter tents and ponchos were made
to do duty for roofs. These huts were
intended for four men, but as one of
them was usually absent on duty three
was the number of Inmates. The huts
&lso had fireplaces, either cut in the
end in the usual Southern style or made |
by running a trench thru the center of
the tent, covering it with flat stones or
pieces of tin. This style was very cco-
nomieceal of fuel and kept the tent warm,
but wus not so cheerful es the open

digging trenches, or upon their gallant
bosoms In hattle, there could be no!
complaint of empty stomachs or bare|
backs in front of Petershurg so long as
old Meade was on hand to shake up
the Quartermasters and Commissaries.

After the Quartermasters.

“All this was due to the care and en-
ergy of Gen. Meade. They used to say
he was "slow’ and all that sort of thing,
but he certalnly fed, clothed and paid
his troops better and more promptly

INSIDE THE UNION FORTIFICATIONS AT PE TERSBURG.

was the architect and bossed the job,
The church, or good-sized chapel, was
Gothie In architecture, and construcied
of poles from which the bark had not

frosh beef rations, which was sometimes! been stripped, split in two and ;:lm'ml{ml the shadows are thick under the

verticallv. The body of the church was
16 feet high, with a good shingled roof,

be ‘cut ont' of the herd and driven over! four gables and an arched entrance tm-! ing* and adjusting.

der the steeple. There wias a big fire-

4]
wonld be taken in charge by butchers| place in each end, and the building was | times scems to him us tho they would

large enough to seat 150 people on

stoole, The steeple was quite a work
aof art. In front and about the center
of itg second story the badge of the En-
gineer Hrigade, a eastle, was ingenlous-
Iv worked in by using very small pine
poles. The GlOth were particularly proud
of this steeple. The chimneys and win-
dows were also very artistieally orna-
mented, small pine poles being em-
ploved for moldings in this work. The
rustic church was used several times
during the Winter for religlous services
and for three theatricnl performances
given by the 40th N. Y. It was taken
for hospital purposes, later on. After
the war this evidence of the industry
and artistic taste of the 50th N. Y. Eng,
was appropriated by the cole~e=d people
of that neighborhood for religious wor-
ship.

Grant's Simple Quarters.

Gen. Horace Porter, a member of
Gen. Grant’s staff, gives an interesting
description In his book, “Campalgning
With Grant,” of the way the command-
Ing General and those with him were
housed during this Winter:

“The camp at City Point had now
given place to Winter quarters, for in

view of the character of the
campaigns that were to be con-
ducted hy our armies in the West

end Bouth it was decided to make no
immedlate attempt to dislodge Lee's
army from Petershurg and Richmond,
and preparations were made by the
General-in-Chief to pass the Winter
months at City Point. The tents, which
weres much worn, had hecome very un-
comfortahle as the cold weather set In,
and they were removed and log huts
were erected in their stead. Each hut
contained space enough for bunks for
two officers, and had a small door In
front, & window on each slde and an
open fireplace at the rear end. Gen.
Grant's hut was asg plain as the others,
and was constructed with a sitting room
in front and a small apartment used as
a bedroom In rear. with 8 communicat-
ing door between thaem. An iron eamp

tables and a few common wooden chairs

fireplace, Many of the huts displayved  than any other commander the Army
a greal deal of architectural ornamen-
tation. and some of the regiments cven
went to the Juxury of bathhouses. Ra-
tlons were plentiful, and fresh vegeta-
bles and newly baked bread were regu-
Inrly issned. No army was ever better
suppled than that of the Potomac dur-
ing the Winter of 15865,

“The Cannoneer’s” Reminiscence,

Comrade Ruell, in “The Cannoneer,"™
gives a most entertaining picture of the
way the Army of the Potomac was sup-
plied after they had settled down be-
fore Petersburg:

*“Hard and trying as the work was
the crmy bad to do at this time, and
demoralizing as may have been the rad-
fea)l chianges In its personnel, it had
never in all its history been s well and
lavishly fed. cothed and equipped as it
wir now. The matter of supplving his
troops had always beeng o strung point
with Gen. Mende, 1 have stated In o
previous chapter, deéaling with the op-
erztions immediately after Geltyshure,
that  Meade's first care after driving
Les back into Virginia was to thoroly

*re-equip, reclothe and pay his battered,
rageed and poverty-stricken troopa,
This he did at his lelsure, while all the
editors in the North were sc ming nt
him and demanding his removal. Now,
with his army fairly settled down to the
operations of a great slege, with abun-
dant transportation, unlimited suppiies
and opportunity to establish permanent |
methods, Meade's genins In the art of|
supplying an army-had full scope. The
James River became the route of a

*veritable processlon of steamboats,
bringing every imaginable resource that| of the Potomae ever had. The way he
an army eould require. The general would sometimes ‘whoop up' his Quar-
depot at City Point resembled a great| termnasters and Co:amissaries was a cau-
mart of commerce, with its wharves, | tion. Ordinarfly he was a somber, taci-
ftores, lents @and sheds and itz fleet of turn man, but on occasions—particular-
often. 50 or €0 vessels constantly dis-, Iy when he had a delinquent Quarter-
charging cargees. The “Military Rail-| master, Commissary or Wagonmaster to
road,” which had by this time been! deal with—his profanity would be some=

Neted as far ue Alken's Cruurﬁadnj thing elaborate and artistic. One day

vard the Weldon Raliroad, with a gt the Artillery Brigade headquarters
branch down the Jeérusalem plank near-| he sent a mesgago to the Acting Chief

Iy 1o Taee's BMills, teemad with trning in reply to a complaint that had been
carrving every sort of supplies.  The| madv about moldy hay or sprouted oats
Whole eosntry sedth of the Jamies ne|in one of the shipments of forage for
far as Prince George Court House was| the buttery horses. The messenger sald
turned into a pasture for vast herds of [ that the Geperal commanding would be

Ssonttle, which were guarded by cavnlry|ot the Artillery Brigade headquarters
and butshered from day to day to af-|in half an hour, and would persopally

“ford rrTTh meat for the bard-worked exnmine the defective forage., Puno-

constituted the furniture, The floor

GRANT'S WINTER QUARTERS AT CITY POINT,

comments in the newegpapers about this
time upon the preparations for Winter
quarters. One comle paper had a ple-
ture of the General's hut, with smoke

it the words: ‘Grant fought It out on
thiz line, tho it took him all Summer,

inimical to the cause gave the estab-
lishment of Winter

enter Richmond.

were & source of considerable s:nuse-

during that!
Winter of 1965 was the church built by |

" THE HONTH

Tasks Before Con

ington, the while every wheel

tion. Men who run the Gov@rompent
have to look at the calendar make
sure that the middle of the firsg menth

=5

of the new vear is almost at hand, and
that the sands are flowing with ffemon-
dous rapidity. There |8 80 much doing
in many guarters! The volume of pub-
| lie transactions at the Capltal Is getting
| larger every Winter,

There is industry at the White House
oflices, The multitudes fare moving
thither there daily on errands of legis-
lation or of self-interest. The doors to

bed, an lron washstand, & couple of pine|

was entirely bare. There were many

curling out of the chimney, and under

and has now sent for his stove.'! Papers

uarters as & proof
that the oldest inhabitants would not he
lHkely to live long encugh to see Grant
Bome of the jocose
remurks referring to this subject dis-
played no lttle wit, and many of them

{Continued on page three.)

the President’'s big ovil office swing in
land swing out hundreds and even thou-
isands of times every official day. He
'turns from one group to another, and
| there js little interim from early morn

great trees in the White House grounda.
| He iz busy listening, inquiring, decid-
Problems galore
| troop across his threshold, and It some-

cease,  Of course, they will not
numerous when he his reached
puint of his Administra-
t1st Congress has ad-
journed sine"dje He is talking polities |
with the politicians, leglslation with
the lawmakers. The gity 1s full of vis-
Itors. Probably a hundred railroad
lawyvers are herv to argne riate cnses be-
fore the Interstiate Commorceé Commis-
slon. As many more legdl Hghts are
an hand to participate Ino arguments
hefore the full bench of ‘the Bupreme
Court. Many of these lawyers are par-
ticipiating in the festlvitles of the week.
Not a few of them are trodping to the
White House offices for a word with
the Fresident, who If always glad to
ment Iawyers.

Patent Court of Appen’s,

Theee visitors to Washington on legal
and other bnsiness improve the oppor-
tunity» to atiend to incldentsl errands.
For exnmple, members of the American
Rar A ciati who have come down
re ink-
Ing occasion, among other things, to
urge the enactment of a low {0 create
a Patent Court of Appeals. They are
asking the President, as well as Senn-
tors and Representatives, t¢ push this
good cause along. He Is interested in
most of these activities—oftén the be-
ginnings of legislation—even tho the
visitors crowd his official day a tile
harder and make It a littlermore diff-
cult for him to keep up with the mc-
culu;u!mlng papers upon his mahogany
table, ; L ;

But the President’s evenings are ailso
crowded. He has #et the practice him-
sell that the occupant of the White
Houge gshould attend many elvie gather-
ings of 2 Winter., Bvery week now the
Prefiident goes to a banqués or two or
opens some gathering of people who
have eome to Washington fram variens
partg of the country, His
were more sparing of thelr time and
effort in these particulars, /

Congress is holting on the threshoid
of big tasks. The aspect of the session
for the next two months has been!
changing. The prophets of routine pro-
cedure, bulking Iarge, havé modified |
thelr cutput. Monotonous diys In the
grinding out of a billion dollars of sup-
ply bitle there will be of nedessity, but
Jenuary and February promise to be
Interesting in legizlation and adminls-
tration at the Capital-by-the-Potomac.

The Lorimer Case.

There will be & plunging forward to
the work at hand Immediately. The
Senate has reluctantly to face a consid-
eratlon of the Lorimer.case. Every In-
dication now points to many days of
fireworks and firebrands in that staid
old forum. A National interest has
been aronsed over the legal and moral
questions involved in the charges that
the Tllincis Senator obiained his seat by
methodd that the lawmaking body
should not countenance.

Whatever the merits may be, Sena-
tors are profoundly stirred over the sit-
'uation. DBefore the holidays, when the
Privileges ‘and Electiong Committee,
Senator Burrows, Chalrman, presented
fts report, prevailing opinlon at the
Capitol was that there would he a brief
and perfunctory discuseion, followed by
o neary unanibmous vote of exonera-
tion. Senators bad such a mlid inter-
est In the case that but a few of them
were mmoved to sfan the evidence.

It is hardly a study of the evidence
that has moved the Sénate to take the
situntion so seriously now. A great;
public agitation outside of Congress has|
arison.  The newspaper discuesion of
the conduct of the Ilinols Legislature
in its election of Mr. Lorkmer bas been
50 generally condemnatory that every
weiarer of a toga I8 walching out
Where a month ago It locked. 28 tho
there would not be a dozen votes
againet his retention of his seat, there
are now probably 30 votes agalnst him,
end a possibility that he may encoun-
ter a hostile majority.

The status I- significant. Only a few
yvears ago corveuption In a Sate Legis-
Isture as an Incident of a Senatorial
election was regarded at the Capitol as
something to be deprecated, but not to
get fusey about. If the chakges could
be eclearly established, of course, the
Senate would eventually put = stamp
of disapproval on the progecdings and
oust the defendant from his seat. Pre-
sumably the Elections“Committee has
the law and evidence to justify Its re-
port; but be that as it may, Scnators
are very much alarmed soiely because
they gzee Lhat the American public's pa-
tienece has been exhausted with a Senn-
torial election to which the tnint of cor-
ruption attaches in any degree.

The livellest kind of manuvering s

never
be as
the half-way
tion and the

| M
to Washington to argue cases,

GLIDING AWAY,

e

But Every Wheel Turning in Congress and the Administration—Big
House Warm Over Apportionment,

' will proceed to sall the Treasury cer-

now In progress on both sides! Senate!
leaders do not want the report of a big
committee discredited. They would!
like to defer a final vote for«ome wm-im{
till the agitation miggh die:down a lit-
tle. But the oppohen® of Lorimer are
well aware that tine ¢ase 1s one of the
highest privilege under the rules, and
may attempt to hold the Senate to dally
cousideration and debate.
The Apporticoment (Bifl

The House of Represematives is eon-
giderably “het up" because of an ap-
proaching apportionment bill. A decade
ago it overrode its Census Committee,
when Albert J. Hopkins, of Rlinois, the
Chairman, now an ex-Senafor, pressed
an apportionment that did npow increase
the: membership. The old.  leaders,
Democrats and Republicans, are gener.
ally against a larger-House, but appear-
ances are that they will be disfegarded.
The House is dividing into two hostile
camps over the propu#ition.
try probably is not tremendoudiy inter-
ested therein, but the legis

politicilans  at Washington, The
measure which the House 8 Com-
mittee’ I8 now framing wil rivi-
leged, and as it may be re ed any
day the fight over its adoptiof will be
precipitated very soon. -
Struggles such as these, which lift o

Congressional session out of the slough

of monotony, promlzé to recur for sev-
eral weeks., The Presldent s driving
hard for general legislation, much of it
of a character that will be resisted. e
is summoning numbers of the lawmak-
ors dally to the White House and spur-
ring them to Improve the flying mo-
ments in the furtherance of his bills
His ocean mall subvention seems to be
in a4 sorry plight, but nonetheless he is
urging that Senate and House glve It
another trinl. He Is pressing Tariff
Commission and conservation hills re-
be enpctments anbout Panama Canal
policics,

A very large coterle of Senators and
Representatives have been drawn into
the controversy hetween New Orleans
and San Francisco for the Panama
Canal Exposition. Washington has
rarely scen A more spectacular and
spirited struggle for votes than these
rival citles are now making, The hour
of the Housge decigion I= near at hand,
and the exposition activities are un-
doubtedly eneroaching upon other leg-
islative interesis,

Januvary Is proving ‘o be a big month
for extra Congressionnl events at Wash-
ington, which concern Congressmen
ezpecially, The National Tariff Com-
mission is haldlng a *“Congress" here,
and on its heels will come the caucus
of Democratic members-elect of the
next House, The sojourn of the Do-
minion Cabinet here on a visit from
Ottawa that has to do with big prob-
lems not only commnnds much Wash-
ington attention, but the negotiation of
a reciprocity treaty would place before
Senate and Hounse at this session the
troublesome question of its ratification.

NATIONAL FINANCES.

————

Saleof Irrigation and Panama Canal
Bonds—Anti-Panic Legislation.

il

Bankers in the big cities are taking
notlce these drnyvs of financiil doings
at Washington. While the Treasury s
getting along fairly well and the reve-
nues wre- coming In quite ag well as
could be expeeted, there must be more
money, and to get it a sale of bonds Is
necessary. It ls now several yvears since
the Treasury undertook to sell any
bonds, a procedure which always at-
tracts the attention of the country.

The sale of several milllons of dol-
lars Of Treasury certificates on aceount
of wTigation projects to be prosecuted
in the West is already arranged for.
The President has forwarded to Con-
gress the report of the Army Board of
Engineers, whoee members made np an
allotment, &€ Jnoneys for various proj-
ects, and, he having approved their re-
port, ing passed the word to the Secre-
tary of the Interlor to go ahead and
award the contracts, mearwhile draw-
ing upon the Secretary of the Treasury
for whatever money may be newded
from time to time. Secretary MacVeagh

tificates, There Will undoubtedly be
an opportunity for a popular subscrip-
tiow, 80 that people of small means who
prize that kind of securities may have
& chance to obtain them.

Pauama Canal Ronds,

Right on the heels of that transaction
Congrers is trying to enact leglsiation
that will make more feasible the Issue
of more Panama Canal bonds. Some
of those bonds were Issued a few years
#go, but this is the first effort on a
large scnle. There are intricate and
complicated problems of Interest which

lentlessly, and insisting that there muxt]-
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Spring and Summer. They propose to
travel up and down the country, give
hearings to all who want to he heard
in the larger cities nnd al#o to make
speeches explaining the situstion and
setting forth possible remedics. Papu-
lar apposition (o advanced banking and
currency laws is very great, becanse of
the ever-present suspiclon in the pub-
liec mind that the bankers geét the best
end of all such arrangements., If the
members of the Financs Commission
can present @ plan and demonstrite
that it Is free from such objections,
they will have gone far toward remov-
ing the obstacles to expeditious legisla-
tion by Congress on that subject

A BUSY CABINET.
All the Secretaries Full of Work.
Every Department Has Some
Engrossing Problem.

Nearly every man of the President's
Cabinet Is up to his ears in business
these January daye. The flood of pub-
lic affaire descends upon nearly all
alike. New policies are being formu-
lated; old plans are being put into exe-
cution. This is alike the formative pe-
riod and the period when resulls are
expected,

Over in the State Department Secre-
tary Knox is wrestling with the Cang-
dinn Envoye. and trying to work out an|
acceptable program of reciprocity. Along|

make the sale of these bonds a dellcate
operation. The Government cannot well |
afford to do anything that will depro::
the value of outstanding bonds or send
the so-called two per cents beiow pa
In all probability there will be an o
portunity for the public to subscribe
for these canal bonds. |
When Government bonds were sold
a few vears ago o, ¢ or two New York-
erg of small means made a nice sum of
money hy what was called postage-
stamp bidg, This means simply that a
man proposes to pay a certnin price for
4 given amount of bonda, and If his bid
proves more acceptable to the Govern-
ment than other bids {t Is accepted.
But in the meantime the public quota-
tiong for the bonds rise, ns was the
case with some of the Jatest issues be-
fore the Treasury made the allotments.
The successful bidder then sends his
allotment to a bank or brokerage house
and pockets the margin of difference.
The success of such transactions was
so widely advertised at the time that
the Treasury Department had to im-
pose some restrictions to prevent being
swamped with irresponsible bidders,
who would not make good unless there
was a4 rise in the market price, so that
they could sell out. Hence the require-

ment which will be enforced In the
forthcoming issues. that a partial de-
posit e made with the bias. As the

current rateg of Intorest :er- now preily
high anil money Is generdlly “tight,” it
will be intercsting to note how general
the subscriptions for these certificates
of indebtedness and for the eanal bonds

wiil be. Beyond question the Treasury
Department will be able to sell the
bonds, but the public may not sub-

=cribe so gencrally for a three per cent
Gavernment bond, when the banks in
many cities are getting six per cent in-
terest on collaternl and other loans.

Financinl Legislation,

With all the dircussion that l'he;)'-‘e:J
financial matters is provoking at Wash-
ington there is also much interest in al
comparatively small cirele about future
hanking legisiation. The President in
his annual message and Secretary Mac-
Veagh In his annual report have dwelt |
upon the tremendous Importanca of on-
taining banking and currency leglsia-
tion in the near future. The Aldrich-
Vreeland law, which was enacted short- |
Iy After the panie of 1907, will soon ex-
pire by Umitntion. That will eliminate|
practically all emergency relief in time|
of financial strese. Now, when there
is son & stagnation in the business and|
commercial world, the financlal author-
itles of the Government would very
much like to see Congress lake soma
action upon recommendations that the
National Finance Commission is expect-
ed to make, perhaps before this session
has adjourned.

It is recognized, however, that no
such action Is feasible. The Finance
Commisasion, of which Senator Aldrich
is Chairman, sees that there is yet great
opposition to the central bank idea that
the Commission favors. There s no
time, anyway, for bauking and currency
legislation at this sesslon and probably
will not be at the next sesslon, which
will be occupied in the main with tarlff|
matters.  Consequently the members of |
the Finance Commission Intend to pros-

with the negotiations go a lot of wining
and dining. Such festivities are insep-
ariable in these modern days from ef-
rorts at diplomatic negotiations. The
utmost social affabllity and amiability
must be encouraged during the huurs

of the Regular Army ae keeping close
ta their harracks. There are no manu-
vers, The activities Incident to the
mgintenance of a standing army of ap-
proximately 75,000 men start up with
the wnrm Spring weather. The Secre-
tary i=s attempting to persnade Congress
to authorize more officers, and to pro-

ceed with some reorganization matters,

Postmaster-General Hitchcock has a
great business Departnient to presids
and Hepresentatives of both parties
have n lively interest. More Congress-
¢r, amdd it is no small task to receive
these daily callers. and listen to thelt
fCongress this Winter; m;imuk_n some of
his Cabinet colleaghied, is having an up-
hill time. The establishment of postal
States, hag come largely under his di-
rection, and he is giving much direct
the hinportance that attaches to the out-
come of the experiment.
gel preside over the threa newest of the
Executivee Departments—those of tha
Labor. They have fewer new policies
to urge this Winter, but each has just
these Departments are besieged by Con-
gressional  callers, whese constituents
ment Is carrying forward.

Every man of the Cabinet Ils watching
ing and praying that the enforcement
of economy will not curtail too greativ

but is receiving Httle encouragement.
over, nnd it Is one in which Benators
men vigit his Department than any oth-
statements, He wants to get much {rom
savings banks, one in each of the 48
supervision to these activties becausé of
Secretaries Ballinger, Wilson and Na-
Interior, Agriculture and Commeérce and
now u deal of detall to attend to. All
are alfected by plans which the Govern-
Congress for appropriations, and hop-
the operatlons of which he will have

| eharge during the next fiscal year.

REPUBLICAN HARMONY.

when the high contracting parties are
not engaged in trying to do one anoth-|
er. Thuere will be dinners galore while!
the Canxdlans tarry, byt the big dinner
of all will be Wednsesday evening, when'
the President gives a dinner in their
honor at the White Hounse.

The diplomatic reception at the White
House, the firet of a series of annual,
receptions, was .also attended by the
Canadians. At all these functions the
Secretary of State is a prominent figure,
because the real business in hand comes
directly under his Department. If the
Secretary geis on well with the Cana-)
dians and obtains a satisfactory treaty, |
he will have scored a great deal in hils|
own behalf as the first member of the
President’s Cabinet.

Secretary MacVeagh, of the Treasury,
is having a little more quiet existence,
altho wrestling with several problems
of finance. The swirl of affairs docs not |
reach so much to the Treasury just at
present. The MacVeagh resignation ru-
morg have been stilled. and the Secre-
tary is applying himself to a vast deal
of daily business that has to do in the
long run with Important results,

Trusg Progecutions,

Over at the Department of Justice,
however, business Is being transacted
under & full head of steam. This is the
very busy season In the courts. The
numerocus cises that the Government
has in the Supreme Court must be
looked after—a task that falls largely
to the new Solicitor-General, But there
is o big list of trust prosecutions which
the Depirtment of Justice is preparing,
and this work is kKeeping the Attorney-
General and a number of his assistants
on the jump. The Department also has
mueh to do with the activitles of Dis-
trict Attorneys thruout the United
States. This is the busy season of the
yvedr for those District Attornevs. As
the history of this Administration de-
velops it beeomes more and more evi-
dent that the work of the Department
of Justice will stand out very promi-
nently. Probably the President is give
Ing quite as much attention to the work
of that Department ns to any other,
oud he is certiinly relving upon the
Attorney-General to do mueh that will
constitute a big feature of the Presi-
dential term.

Secretary Meyer of the Navy is busy
agaln wresiling with the committees of
Senate and House to geo enacted jnto
legislation Turther approval of his ad-
ministrative reforms, and is still travel-
ing upon a rocky road. It looks, how-
ever, as If he wonld obtain a measure
of success, He will have to fight for
what he wants right up to the hour
when the Navy bill is put to its final
passage, and but Congressional leaders
in naval matters are hardly willing to
go on record against the Secretary.

. Quict Year for the Army.
Secretary of War Dickinson wants
leas from Congress, and therefore has
fewer troubles. This s a qulet time of
yvear for the Army. Except In tropical

ecute a campalgn of education in the and semi-tropical climates the soldiers

It Continues to Grow Denser.
Everybody Disposed to Get
Together—Passing of the Old
Leaders.

—_———

The existence of harmonious Repub=
lican procedure all around Washington
iz one of the things that the leaders
are showing a slight disposition to em-
phasize. The get-together spirit may
not be absolutely welding the factions,
but it is nonetheless a fact that whila
the Democrats are bragging every little
whiie about the success they are having
in harmony tactics, the Republicans

‘also are doing a4 durn sight better than

they were able to do at the last session
of Congress.

There have been no flerce Republi=
can outbursts in the Senate and none in
the House since Congress assembled.
The Western insurgents have thundered
glightly in the corridors and thru news-
paper interviews, but have been ex-
ceediugly calm and qulezcent when the

avels of the presiding officers have
called for order. Numerous measures
have been considered in Senate and
House, but none of these has been of

a argeter to divide the Repulbliean
forces,

All this Is salutary as far as the
welfare of the Republican Party is con-
cerned. To be sure, there may be fiac-
tional querreling when the Presidential
campalgn gets into full swing., but tho
pre<cut calm and the Demoeratic pe-
ricl which will follow it, when an in-

clination will be strongz to trig the
Dentocratic wheels and  (orget * their
own troubles, all promise to further

lont

ing thé fa

Taft's large plans for crowd-
tionists amicably together on
one platform.

Pn=sing of the 0'd Leaders.

The patsing of a lot of the old lead-
eri in the Senate and of a number of
inffuential members of the House im-
presses upon Republicans at Washing-
ton the necossity of trying to dwell to-
gether In a little more unity. And the
leiven s#eems to be working. In thes
next Congress the House Democrats
will be responsible for leglslation, and
Republican members of all shades of
opinion will 'be free to criticize. The
regilars will normally and properly as-
sume the role in that regard which the

insurgents have been playving during
the last yvear or two.

W*ile there hns besn no formal
truce, a seeming recognition of the

proprietics for less fighting inside the
party i= very encouraging to the lead-
ers. Some think the line hetween in-
surgents and regulars will be p:ﬂ‘tinlly".
¢fMaced in the Senate after March 4,
when the Republicans will have just &
bare majority over the Democrats. A

(Continued on page two.)




