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S THE WOOLSEY EXPEDITION,
COL., WOOLSEY'S REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR.
Prescorr, Arizoxa, Aug. 28, 1864,

To His Excelleney, Jolin N. Goodwin, Governor
B or Arizona Territory.
[coxcLunED.)
i  We lollowed Pinal creek down to its mouth,
Band then proceeded down Salt river to camp
which we reachied about sun down, We waited
all the next day for our expected visitors, but

Btbey did not come, though vheir fires blazed con-
tinually on the hiils north of the river. On the|
following day 1 determined to move camp to Pi-
nal creck, and after detaching fifteen men tol
meet the pack train we started, reaching our ol
camp at supn down. The road from Grape Vine|
spring is, for about ten mules, s, k., 10 svwe
springs and tanks, and then turning cast for about |

B ive wiles, whews it reaches Piool creck at o
s ping gronng, w HichH 18 nboitl thuiee iides IToE

L aoaniain pras willclh wa ( alled ‘.:-'L:a-_.".

DUaK from camp N. 65 3078 )

L'e morninge. aiter ogr arnval a few f-liuil.--f

came mito camp and ioynired oupr utentions, aud

were told we werg hn ey andg wanted wlheat.
- s . ' L ] '] .

Lue Wil Comm&aogil was Bt tne =nime uume Bl

Eaged 1 .L'.aLL;L.,; and Ll.l-.-..;:s.'.s wiiea
horses and mules were feeding.  The nest day a
Bicw lodians came in with a g of truce (2 white]
rag tied to a Cross), hrn.;'.n;; | ln.’-.'r'i'-r*.'hv[‘ with {
them. We had a long wlk, asud oumbers of |
them coutinuwed to visit us until the arrival of |
Bour pack train. Until then 1 had thought it
best t be [riendly with vhem, slthough 1t was
Bevident Liat on one oecasion Hn‘;\' came with liu'?:
atgnticn of taking our sealps, but found that|
we ware too well prepared for them. From the
Barrival of the pack taia (on the eighth day,) bat
ow lodiass vieited us.  After alowing the ll.ll’.‘ki
inimals one day's rest we agein began our
narch —starting at 6 a. w. on the mormng of
b/ uly 4th. Following the creek to its head in
he P’ipal mountains, the highest peak of which |
Ewas situated 8. 29 E. abouat 30 miles distant
from gur camp at the wheat fields. We found
rold at the head of the creek, but wot in paying
nattities, aud some good looking quartz lodes.
I'he water raizes in this ereek about two miles
above our camp, and from that to the mountain
we found water only in springs and tauks., We
:amped on the top of Pinal mountain, and from
fits highest peak the following observations were
Btaken : Tonto peak, N. 60~ 30° W, ; Needles,
N. 86° W.; Casa Blanca, near Pimo, 8. 70° W,
land Picache, 8. 7° W.  We remained "at this
-amp throughout the day after oar arrival, our
bunters Keeping us well supplied with veunison
ul turkey. Eighteen men left the party and
returned home by way of Pimo. -
I sent out a party to prospect for mineral on
the south side of this mountain, bat they re-
urned without finding any. We moved camp
to the foot of the mountain, on the east side, at
some tanks, and the next day reached the San
B Carlos river, a distance of twenty-five miles.
There is no water upon this trail for this dis
tance, 1t being all the way down a dry arroyo, N,
60° K. We found an [odian corn field and
il bean pateh upon the San Carles. The corn was
not yet fit to eat, but the bLeans were just right
for snaps, and we made much of them. The
next day we moved down the San Carlos to the
Gila river, distant. about ten miles, and thence
by easy marches up the Gila to the new Fort
Goodwin, distant about thirty miles. . We
camped on the Gila about three miles from the
fort, which is situated on a stream called the Tu-
lerosa, and immediately reported to Col. Rigg,
1st Infantry, California Volanteers, commanding.
[Je issned rations to my command,and it was
agreed batween' us that { should proceed up the
country to the Black river, and progpect the dis-
trict, also lgoking for Indians, apd that I gheuld
veturn across by the heads of the Bouito aud
San Carlos to our old camp on Pinal ereek, and

there join Major Thomas J. Blakepay's com-,

tarther to where tl

Honnd the water miged in hoth stroame as forks

. and our!”

in the-vicinity of that creek and Signal moun-
tain, on the north side of Salt nver.

I left Fort Goodwin on the morning of the
15th day of July, and proceeded up the Gila
river about 33 miies to a point near the Pueblo
Viejo. Leaving the river here I struck across
the mountain divide to a stream ealled the Bono-
to, striking it, as I suppoged, about ten miles
from its mouth. The Bounito is a small stream,
40 to 50 miles in length, heading in a range of
lava hills, and running through a lava formation
for its whole length, in a southerly direction,
emptying into the Gila about 45 miles above
Fort Goodwin, We travelled up it abont 12
miles and then turned eastward to the Black rive

et (or Rio Prieto), distant about eight mmles.

The Black river is a good sized mountain
stream, headivg in a lava mountain about 20
miles south of the Mogolion mountaing, and runs
in a southerly direction about 60 miles, emptyiuf;
into the Gila about 35 miles above Fort Good-
win. I think we struck the Black river 15 miles
above its mouth. About 30 miles above the
canon opens out into & fine valley of several
miles in length, containing at least 10,000 acres
of fine tillable land, and surrounded by low rol-
ling hills, covered with excellent grass. There
wera about 20 acres of Indian corn in the valley,
but we saw no lndians. ‘T'he day before we
reached this valley & Jaqui squaw, about 10 years
of age, came into our camp. She had been a
captive amoug the Apaches, and had just made
her escape. She came in with us, acd is now at
my Agua Fria ranch.

From the head of this valley T made an effort
to pass the mountaing to the eastward, bat did
' succaad In inding n puoint wiere 1 ecounld
pass wilk ¢ puek L
! conlinua vy
1 stream fofks, cne fork com-
the eastward and the osiher from the
Upon examinstion here it was

¥ . ¥ §y - . 3
FELUTD VO LUS8 mver and

ug rom
north-west.
aboot one mile (rora camp, 1 reached this powt
on the 23d day of July, aud as 1 had promised
Colonel Rigg that I would join Major Blakeney
at Pinal creck’on the 30th, it was necessary to
turn in that direction in order to keep the ap-
pointment. A portion of the command were
not satisfied that this stream was the Black riv-
er, and were desirous of going further east to
look for it. 1 thereflore detached Mr. P. Mch‘_an-
von with 46 men in that direction, while with
the remaining 24 men 1 started on my return to
Pipalereek. Mr. McCannon rejoined me at Fort
Goodwin in 19 days from his departare, and
made a report to me, a copy of which accompa-
vies this paper.

On the 24th day of July, with 24 men, I left
our camp at the forks of the Black river and fol-
Inwed the wedtern branch up to its head, distant
about & miles.

I then turned in a sonthwesterly direction.
We were obliged to camp the first night without
water, but about 9 o'clock the next woraing we
found water in tanks at the foot of a high round
wountain, the end of a range lying to the north-
west, and covered with pwe timber. Soon after
stopping Mr. J. W. Beanchamp left camp to go
to the top of this mountain and take a view of
the surrounding country, and the bearings of dif-
ferect points towards which we expected to
travel, Upon arriviog near the top of the moun.
tain he was waylaid by six Indians, shot through
the chest with a rifle, lanced, stripped and left
for dead. He lived some fifteen or twenty min-
utes, howaver, alter we reached him, bat died
before we could get him to camp, We buried
him at the foot of the mountain, which we
named Beauchamp peak, in memory of the un-
lortupnate vietim of lodian crueity and coward-
ice.

A deep and preeipitious cafion heads upon the
north-east sido of this mountain or peak, and
raoning round its northern side falls off to the
south-west for several miles, then turning north-
west passes round a range of high mountains,
and running thence southward, is in fact the
principal branch of the San Carlos river. We
travelled along it some 20 miles over a lavel
country, covered with grass and shaded by cedar
trees, forming & most excellent stock range.
Amoog these cedars we found an abundance of
“ bear sign,” and one evening just before camp-
ing we had some excellent sport in killing a bear,
our second, as we bad killed one on the Gila
about 15 miles above Fort' Goodwin. Both of
them ware of the species known as the Cinna-
mon bear. About 20 miles from Beauchamp
peak, in & southwesterly direction, we reached
the foot of the mountaing iast spoken of, und the
road over them for about 8 miles was
rough and rocky, the descent upon the western

groond and with it operate agaiost the Apaches

side belng partionlarly difficalt. On reaching the

4

foot of the momtain on the western side we
found aemall stream of good water, and a ranch-
eria of Indians, vho fled at our approach, some
of them oo herssback. We stopped here some
three hours for noon, and upon leaviog, the Indi-
ans ballooed at us from the hills as Tong as we
were in hearing, taking good care, however, to
keep out of rifle range. We now travelled over
a level mesa about 20 miles, in a southwesterly
direction, until we reached the eastern branch of
the San Carlos, We found no water in this
branch, but the .sext was the one before spoken
of as heading at Beauchamp peak, and in it was
found running water in abundance. Still con-
tinuing our south-west course we crossed a level
mesa [or about 12 piles, varied only by crossing
the deep cafions of the San Carlos. We sue-
ceeded in crossing five of these, but the sixth
coppelled nx to follow it up to the dividing
ridge between ths waters of Salt river and San
Carlos before we could pass it. We eaw some
Indians oo this dividing ridge, who halloed at us
(rom the cliffs. On arriviog within about 10
miles of Pinal creek we were visited in camp by
nine Indians, who came in without hesitation,
and told us of the eoldiers being at our old camp
on I'inal creek. The Indians promised they
would come over to the old camp and have a
“talk,” as they said the soldiers were eating up
all their corn. We did not reach the old camp
that night, and the next morning, on arriving
within about a mile of it, we heard the discharge
of musketry as thongh a battle were in progress,
and saw the cavalry charging over the hills. 1
immediately ordered the train to close up and
move cautiously down to the water, while I gal-

all], :.!;-‘l I WS .JrIlb‘L‘li l')f : 1
vp it 20 miles |[four Indians that had appeared in sight. Of!

fwhich Maior Rlakepey

loped-over the point to see what was going on,

[ found that the soldiers were chasing three or

course the [nduns ¥ expected did ot come in,
neither did any Indians afterwards visit the
camp, and no more were soen there except a few
und soizad ac hostages
for a boy that had delivered himself ap to him,
and had afterwards been kidnapped by the iodie
eod. T@o of theso were afterwards hung by
order of Mzjor Blakeney, the boy not being re-
turned. Major Blakeney and myselfl immediate-
l{; commenced preparing to make the rmd upon
the Indians at Signal monntain, as had been
pgreed upon at Fort Goodwin, and would bave
been ready to start in one day, when an order
came from Major Smith to break up camp and|
return to Fort Goodwin. I had gone to camp
Rigg to buarry up supplies when this order
renched Major Blail)mney. and when he rarched
back to camp Rigg I found my men with him. 1
immediately started for Fort Goodwin to en-
deavor to get Colonel Rigg to still send an ex-
pedition to Signal mountain. The Colonel
made an order for two companies to proceed to
that place and operate against the Iodians in
conjunction with my command, and two days af-
ter left for Las Cruces, turning over the com-
mand of the Apache expedition to Major Jo-
seph Smith, who found it impossible to fit out
the expedition, owing to the excessive rains snd
the consequent failure of some provision trains
to arrive at the Fort. The streams were also
gwollen, 80 that he feared it would be imposgible
to cross. The expedition was therelore aban-
doned, to my great mortification and chagrin. 1
remained six days at the Fort,and during that
time Mr. McCannon retaroed from bis expedi-
tion to the eastward in search of abother Black
river.

A portion of my eommand concluded to re-
main &t Fort Goodwin, and obtained employ-
ment ; two enlisted, and two remained in the
hospitul, and with the balance, numbering when
I reached camp Rigg fifty-four'men, I started for
home. The river Gila was swollen by the rains,
and dificalt to eross, and we did not reach camp
Rigg uotil the third day alter leaving Fort Good-
win, o distance of forty miles. Leaying camp
Rigg the next day we reached the old camp at
Pinal creek in a day and a half, and then follow-
ing our trail back by Grape Vine springs to
Salt river, and up Tonto creek Lo near its head.
Crossing the dividing ridge, a. distancs of about
10 miles, we struck the east fork of the San
Francisco, sbout 10 miles below our former
camp on that stream, then following down the
Rio Verde or S8an Francisco.

While passing down the east fork we shot at
an Indian but did pot succeed in stopping him.
About two hours alter, a8 we were passing alung
a very rough and dificult trail on the side of &
bill, and overlooked by & high cliff of rocks.
some Indians attempted to annoy us by rolling
rocks down the hill, and also shot a few amows
at us. Npm,ho-;:vﬂ, reached us, nor &iei any
of reach the pack. Wain as they io-
wm t ‘T:: shota from some 2{ ous long
range guns soon scatiersd the . aad we

-

passed without injury. We camped on the San
Francizco, and the next morning commenced the
ascent of the mountain on this side of that riv-
er, following an old Indian trail, which proved a
good one, although pretty steep in some places.
On reaching the top we struck across the smooth
mesa to the Agua F'ria raoch, which we reached
on the third day from the San Francisco river,
the thirteenth from Fort Goodwin, and the eigh-
ty-seventh day from the day of starting upon the
expeditlon.

Lhe whole country through which we have

od is covered with excellent grass, water is

plenty for all ordinary purposes. In many pla-
ces beautiful little valleys invite the farmer and
ranchero to follow the occupation of their choice.
We never found gold in paying quantities, and
yet I cannot help thinking that there is in that
art of the Territory greal miveral wealth.
rom the preceding puges your excellency will
easily discover why we killed no Indians upon
this expedition. With the exception of those
at Pinal creek we were never able to get within
shooting distance of them, and for those at Pi-
nal I deemed the reseon giver for not fighting
them as sullicient at the time., and still con-
sider it so. Notwithstanding the failure to find
and to kill Indians, I still think the expedition
bas heen of great benefit. Wae have followed
the trail of the Apache to his home in the
mountaing, and have learned where it is loea-
ted. We have dispelled the idea of vast num-
bers that has ever attached to thut tribe. A fow
bundred of poor miserable wretchea compose
the formidable foe 80 much dreaded by many.
That they will be brought to terms speedily,
or exterminated, 1 cavnot doubt, when once
the government shall knew how small is the
epemy by which go much asunoyance has boen
cadsed

All of which is respeetinlly submitted.

K. 8. WOOLSEY,
Tisat. - Col. Commandiog Voluatess, from

Walker and Weaver Mines.

TABLE OF DISTANCES.
From Agua Fria Ranch—

To Fisher's Cienega, N 69° E, .......15 miles.

Rio Verde. N 69°E, .......... o 1) 8
Oloar' Ok, B, 7. . .o ciitisesars B 8
— e Oreek, 38 W, . ..vveinin. g =
Foasil Creek, S E, .....coonsiin.s 8 it
Head of Fossil Cafion, E,......... i«
Top of mountain, E........ Bes it i
East Fork. E,........ P gt = -
Green Valley, S, ............... ou O
6 miles from mouth of Tonto Creek,
53‘]@]‘;. ........... .........'.f:'p
Salt river, E, ...... h... t
Girape Vine Springs, E,......... e 4
Con,r’Springs,%}'fs...... ..... anais bl
Pital ‘Oreek, B, ... ..o nons bams. O

Pinal Mountain, 8 292 E,......... .30
Rio San Carlog, N 60° K. ... .. ... .25
Mouth of San Carlos, 8 10° W, ....l0
Ft. Goodwin, S 10° E,....ovi.vue. 830
Puaeblo Viejo, S T10° E,vvvenierans 35

Bonito, N 75 B, . ine s uds cnaste 0. 10
Un Booito, Ny. . «d's « smgaivs 698 o33
Negrita, or Black river, B, ........ e
Up Neogrita to valley, N, ........0. a0 -«
Forks of Negrita, NN E...... s5k-30: ¥
Head of West Fork N W,........ g =
Beauchamp Peak, 8 W, . ... ..., AT
Foot of mountain, S W,. .......... 20
Over mountain, W, .. .... 4. a8

East branch of San Curloe, S W, ...20
Main branch of San Carlos, 5 W,... 4
ast branch of San Carlos, S W, ...]
Divide sonth of Salu river, N N W, 1!
Pipal Creek (old eamp), W,..... 0 2

From hgad of Touto Creek—

To Fast Fork of Vaerde, N,....oe0se.10
Mouth of East Fork, W, ... ....... i5
Top of mountain, W,.......0500.. 6
Agua Fria, (East Fork,). .. .. vb 3D

Agua Fria Rauoch,. . ... .0 kb 3

NR. P, M'CANXUX'S REPORT.
Fr. Goopwrx, August 12, 1464
To Lieut. Col. King 8. Woolsey, comwaniing
Arizona Volunteers, Apache Kxpediton

Smz: 1 have the honor to report to you of
the movements of the party woder wy comonan
as lollows : : _

The next morning after you laftus (July %5
we broke camp and trevelled up the lei: & & o

the Black river, in an ecasterly directi »

made but about 5 wiles, owiog to Yhe |
rain, and oampoed. The next day contino.!
march 1o tho same direction nntil pDoon, « 10 we
wery compailed again 1o camp by she oo

Fxi

fonNOLODED 0N YoOURYl raug )

baving travelled about 8 miles.  Oue esriy s
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