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Fllou eUixtmt mf the Semite mmd
Repretenlattte$:
Throughout-th-e Tear since our last meet- -

,nK cnitry ha bet, rminrailf pros
perous id its material interests. The gen
eral heattli has been excellent.our harvests
have been abundant, and. plenty smile
tbranghout the land. Our commerce and
manufactures have teen prosecuted with
energy and iodnstry.and hate yielded fair
and ample return.. . lu abort no nation in
the tide of tirue, has ever pre-ent- ed a spec
tacle of greater material prosperity, than
we hare done until a very reeent period.
Why is it then that discontert now so exten-
sively prevails., and the Union of the
Slates, which ia the Ronree of 11 blessiugs,
is threatened with destruction? The long
coatinued and intemperate interferenceof
the Northern people with. iht question of
Slaveiy iu the Southern States ha at
length produced its oarcul effect. The
different sections of the fTniori are now
arrayed . against .. each other, and tbe time
has arrived so much dreaded by theFatber
of his Country, when hostile
parties hare been formed. I bare long
foreseen and often forewarned my country
men of the now impending danger.

This does not proc-e- d solely from the
claim on the part of Congress or the Ter
ritorial Legislators to exclude slavery
from the Territories. nor from the efforts of
the different Slates to defeat the execution
of the Fugitive Slave Law. All or any of
these evils might have been endured by
the South, without danger to the Union, as
others have been, in the hope that time
and reflection might apply the remedy.
The immediate peril arises, net much
from these causes, as Irom the fact that the
violent agitation of the slavery question
throughout the Xorth for the last quarter of
a century, has at length produced its
malign influence on the slaves and in-

spired them with vagne notions of free-
dom. Hence a sense of security no longer
exists around the family altar. This feel-in- -

at home has given place toapprehen
tions of servile insurrection. Many a ma-
tron, throughout the South, retires at
night io dread of what may befall herself
and children before the .reornibg, Should
this pprehension of domestic danger,
whether real or 'imaginary, extend
and intensify it-e- lf until it shall per-
vade the masses of the Southern people,
then disunion will become inevitable.-Sel- f

preservation is the first law of riture.
and has been implanted in the heart of
man by theCreator, for the wisest purpose,
and no political anion however fraught
with blosaings and benefit in all other

long conti nue, if the necessary
con?equeoce be to render the hemes and
firesides of nearly half the parties to it
habitually snd hopelessly insecure.
Sooner or later the bond of such a union
must be severed. It is my conviction that
this fatal period h an not yet arrived, and
my prayer to God is that he would pre-
serve the Constitution and the Union
throughout til generations. But. let us
take warning in time and remove the
cause of danger. It cannotbe denied that
for fire and twenty years, the agitation at
toe North against Slaverv in the South
has been ioeeatit. In 1835 pictorial hand-
bill and inflammatory appeals were cir-
culated extensively throughout the South,
of a character to excite the passions of the
slaves and in the language of Gen. Jack
son, to stimulate them to insurrection, and
produce all the horrors of a servile war.
This agitation has ever since been contin-
ued by the public press, by the proceed
iog 8 rf State and County Conventions, and
by abolition sermons and lectures. The
time of Congress is occupied with violent
speeches on this never ending subject,
and appeals in pamphlet and other forms,
endorsed by distinguished names, have
been sent forth from this central point, and
spread broadcast over the Union, How
easy would It be for the, American people
to settle the slavery question forever, and
restore peace and harmony to this distrac-
ted country. They alone can do it. All
that is necessary to accomplish this object,
and all which the the stav Slates have
ever contended for, is to be let alone, and
permitted to manage their domestic insti-
tutions in their own way, as sovereign
States. They, and they alone, are respon-
sible before God and the world for the
slavery existing . among them. Fur this
the people of the North are not innre re-

sponsible, and have no more right to in-

terfere than with similar institutions in
Russia or Brasil. . .

; i :

Upon their good sense aud patriotic for-

bearance I esnfess I still greatly rtly
Without their aid it is beyond the power of
any President, no matter what may be his
own political proclivities, to restore peaco
and harmony among the States. .Wifely
limited and restrained aa is hi power un-

der our Constitution and laws he alon
esn accomplish but little for good or evil,
on auch a momentous question, and this
brirgs me to observe, thai the election of
ai.y out of our fellow citizen to the oft ce
of PmiUeol doe aot of iteelf afford ju
cause for . dissolving the Union. .This is
more especially true, if 11 election has
been effected bv a mere plurality, and not
a majority of the people, and has resulted
from transient and . temporary causes,
which may probably never again occur.
In order to justify a resort lu revolution-
ary' resistance the Federal Government
must bo guilty of a deliberate, palpable,
and dangerous exercise of powers, uot
granted by the Constitution. , The lat
Presidential election, however, has been
held in strict conformity with its provi
tions. Hew - then - can--th- e result jus
tify a revolution to destroy this very
Constitution ; reason, justice and a regard
for the Constitution all require that we
shall wait for some overt aad dangerous
act or the part of the Presidentelect before
reporting to rc?i a remedy.

It is said,' however, that the antecedents
of the President elect han been sufficient
to justify i't.3 fears of the-- South that be... ..-- I . i . t . : r.t;..,;nnn1win attempt to ltiTBuo vuswkuwuuM rerolve
tizht. bnt are ucn apprenension oi con
tineent danger irr the' future sumcient to
:oalify the immediate destruction of tbe
noblest system of government evT leried
by merlati. from the very nature of his
office smlllS) hlgti respoliMbilitiea be most
necisaarily be conservative .1 oe ateru uu--
ty of adiair-isterin- g the, vast and compli
rated couftcils.of this Government afford
io itself a guarantee that.
innt an violation of

he Will Pot at-cl-ear

Consliiu- -
tional right... After all he i no more than
the Chief Executive omeer, ol lue uovero-ment- .

Hi province-i-s toi to make but to

execute the laws, H remarkable
fact ie out history that; notwithstanding
the reported, effort . of the aoli-alaver- y

party, no single art has ever passed Con
grcss, unless we may posaibly except the
vr;..nt,ri Cnmnromue. impairing ir the
slightest degree the. right of the South tn
their property in slaves, . Ai d H rosyhjo.
be observed, judging from present in.iica-th- at

am DiobaUliiv exists cf the' i -- tasuen an act oy. a majority ui
lOtn fJUUKs rikuri
next eonrresa. .;' n.n.T

cp i- - .,,i.r these circumstances we
-- .l.t t h reatrained from present, action

by tht precept of Uiai who spake aa never

man spokj. that -- sufficient unto th. day

i. tbevil thereof." The day of vl
may aeverrcome ume j

Ills Wged as onebring it P pen ourselves..
causetfor immediate secession, that,
Southern States are denied equal nghla
with tha other Slates in the common

but by what authority are these de-

nied! Kot by Coogress, which has never
passed' and I believe never will pass any

to exclude slavery from these territo-

ries; and certainly ? JT!rtnr .hieb has
like all other-- .slavea are property,

property their owner have a right to tske
thera into the common territories and bold
them there "tfuder-tle- " protection of the
ConstitotioaY So-fa-r the as' Congress J

concerned, th objectrrfn l Uot to anything
they have already done.trutlo what they
may do berearicr. If Will surely be acf-mit- ted

that this apprehension of felire
danger Is no good rcatoo for an fm med I ate
diaaolotioa of fhe Union.

It is true that thf Territorial Legislalare
.. : . " ''

... I j ,?f.; ,frf, :

of Kansas, on tin 23d of February, 18C0
passed in great hite an act over the veto
or the......uovernor, declaring......that slavery. - is.
and snail be forever prohibited in the I er
ritory. Such an act, however, plainly vio-
lating the rights f properly secured by the

uosiiiuiion, win surely c uecisred void
by the Judiciary whenever it shall be pre-
sented in a legal form. Only three days
after mv inauguration, the Supreme Court
oi the united Stales solemnly adjudged
that this power did rot exist iu a Territo--
risi Legislature. Yet such has been the
faction temper of the times, that (he'cor--
rectuets of this decision has been exten
sively impugned before the people, and
the question has given rise to angry politi-
cal conflict throughout the ' our. try.
Those who Lave appealed from this judg-me- n

t of our highi-s- l Constitutional tribu
cal to popular assemblies, would, if they
could, invest Territorial Legislatures with
power to annul th sacred rights of property
This power of Congrea is expressiv for
bidden by the Federal Constitution to ex
reine. Kvery St.itf Legislature in th?

Union is forbidden by its own Constitution
to exercisa it. It can not be exercised in
any State except by the people in lh'ir
highest sovereign capacity, when frumin'
of ameuding their Slate Coiutituiio.-i- . In
ikemanner.it ein only be exercised bv

the people of the Territory represented in
a Convention of delegates for the purpose
of framing a constitution preparatory to
admission as a State into the Union. Then,
aad not until then, are they with
power to the question whether
slavery shall or thall net within
their limits. This is an an act of sover
eign authority, and not of sjboriduale
territorial legislation. ere it olherwi&e,
then indeed would the equality of the
States in the Territorien be d troy ed, and
the rights of property in slaves would de
pend not upon th'j guarantees of the Consti- -
tulion. hut upon the shifting majorities of
an irresponsible territorial legislature.
Such a doctrine, from its intinsic unsound-
ness, can not Ionij influence any portion of
our people, much less can it afford a good
reason for a dissolution of the Union. The
most pnlnable violations of constitutional
duty which have yet been committed con-

sist in the acts of different State Legisla
turea to defeat th.j execution of the Fugitive
Slave Law. It ought to be remembered,
however, that for these ncta neither Con-
gress nor any Ppjsident can be justly held
responsible; having been passed in viola-
tion tf the Federal Constitution, they are,
therefore, null snd void. All the Courts,
both State and 3alioul before whom the
question has: ariien, beve, from the begin
ning, declared the iuzttive Slave Law to
be constitutional. Tho single exception is
that of a State Court in Wisconsin, and
this has not or ly been' reversed by the
proper appellate tribunal, but has met with
sucu universal reprobation that there can
be no danger from it as a precedent. The
validity oi this law has been established
over and over arain by the Supreme Court
of the United States with perfect unanim-
ity. It is fourded upon an express pro-
vision of the Constitution requiiring that
fugitive staves who escape tro-- service
in one Stale to another shall be delivred
up to their matters. Without tiiia provis-
ion it is a well known historical fact, that
the Constitution itself could never have
been adopted by the Convention. In ono
form or another under the aets of 1793 or
1550, both being sub-tantiai- ly the same the
the Fugitive Slave Law has bean the law
of the land fron the days of Washington
to the present taoment. Here, then, a claar
case presented in which it will be the

of the next Preideot, ns it ha been
my own, to act with vigor in executing this
fccpreme law against the conflicting öo
ucinjents of Stnte Legislatures. Should he
fail in the performance of this high duty,
he will then have manifested a disregard
ol ine wonsiuuuon du laws iu mo great

all
Qtatoa a

mat emeu
lalenia wun in every

principle
the or laws of

the
sanction

nuporad to obligations

real
and with expense

Iruit that Jj United
repoil (he

stitational anJ obnoxious euactiuents.
Unless shall he done without unneces
nary delay, it impossible for any hutnai

save the Uui'n.. Thv.Southeru
standing on th bajis of the Cuti-Btitutio-

havi; a demand this
of jtistice Northern State.
Should refuseJ them, the

to State parlies,
will wilfully violated by
portion of a
the donies'.ic security and happiness
remainder. Ir that event the
after having first used peaceful means

obtain redress, w..il..bo justified
revolutionarr rvnlitaiir ti Givern- -
ment of the Union.

I have purposely confined my remarks
resistance, because, has

within the few yrars.lha
State, whenever shall be ov- -

ertian pleasure may from
the Union in accordance with the

and without any violation or
Constitutional rights of other nr.embers

of confederacy; that M, each became
parties the Uaiou by the vote its own
people asse nbled in Convention so any
one of them may retire from the Union in a

manner, by the vole of euch Con
vonlioe. In to juklify secession as a
Constitutional it omtbeonthe
principle that the Government is

voluntary association of to b
dissolved at pleasure by of th con--
tractiDg parties. 11 una
rderacv is rone sand, and to be pene
träte and dissolved by the tirst advers

of pul opinion in any of the States
In this manner our thirty three Slates

themselves as many petty
hostile republics, each oue re-

tiring fre:a the Union without responsibil
ity, wheeever any. excitement
might impel, jhem to, aucb a eourfe; by
this tproceV a Union might' bj entirely
broken' frngmesls in 'a weeks,
which cost our forefathers msuy
privation and blood to establish;:

principle is iicn-iste-

with the history, as it wa wi.h
greatest deliberation and care,' it was

submitted toe conventions 01 tue peopiv
of the several for ratification, iu
nrovisions were discussei' at lcngwh in
these b di.;s composed of first
the country. Its eppoaent contended
that it conferred power the

rights of the
willst its advocates maintained

that under fair of the instru
nieirtj theje was no ioundatioO for ap
prehsbsioss mighty struggle een

the first of or any oth
er revr' occurred to any indi- -

passage of --foe, its opponents or ad- -
U ...... .i,I,fe ft. Ilia, limtZUk UI LUV

al
the

terr-
itory

act

solemnly

invested

is

intellects

vocatet. U assert tuat
their efforts were all rain because
the moment.that fell herself ag,
grieved, might secede from Union.'
What argument would this
have proved against dreaded

the of the States would be
dsngercd by ihe Constitution! Tlie truth
is, was no Until' many years aflef
the origin of th Federal Government, that
such a proposition was first (t
was Inert met fefutd by thcouctusive
argumenta of General Jackson, who, in his
meaaaa-- the 16lh of January, I633.trans- -

a ttiog ihe nullifying ordiuaoca of Sauth
Carolina to Congress, employe the follow-

ing language. ,1- -"''

"Tha1 right of the of single
ßtate to absolve themselves at will,, with-
out the consent of States, from
their solemn hazirds Ihe
liberty Union, happiness of millions
compos) jig this and esaaol be acknowl-
edged. ,ßucü authority to be
utterly repognant, both to the principles
uponwiich the General Government is
coostlti.ted, objects which
waa expressly formed to attain. It not
pretended that any clause In tha Coostitu

ti -- )., ',"'! f

tion give- - couutenanee to such a theory, it
M altogether lounded upon inference, not
from any langnage contained in the instru
ment itself, but from the sovereign chai as
ter of the several Slate by which it was
jalified; but it Iteyond the power of a
cnate, like an individual, to yield a por-
tion of iu sovereign right to secure the
remainder." In the languHge of Mr Mad
ison.whoha been called th Flhe' of
the Constitution, it was by the
Stateä, thnt is hy the people io each of the
States, acting their highest sovereign
capacity, and formed consequently by the
Mine authority which farmed the State
constitutions; nor is the government
the United S ates, created by tho Constitu-
tion, Ich a government, in the strictest
sense of tue term, within the sphere of its
powers, than the governments crjaU:d by
the Constitution of the States are within
their several spheres. It like them,
eaiixed into Lcilali ve. ExeCuliv aud
Judiciary departments. It operates
them directly on persons and thing, and
like them, it has at command a physical
furce f.r the power committed
to it; was intended t'i be perpetual,
no;, lobe annulled at the pleasure of any
one of the contracting parties of ihe Con-
federation. A perpetual union between
the States , and by the 13ih article, is y

declared, that the articles of this
C federation shall be inevitably observed
by every btate, and the Union shall be
perpetuated.

he Preamble to tho Constitution of the
Uoiied State, having expressed reference

the article of Confederation, a Starts it
wa cvtabliaued in order to a more
perfect Unio J, d mm not include the ciieu-i- al

attribute of perpetuity, bat the
Uaion was designe to be perpetuated, ap-
pears cootlusively from the nature and ex
tent of tho owcrs conferred by the coustitu- -
tion on the Federal Govern anent. These pow
era embrace the highest aitribule of national
sovereignty. Thvy place bjih the sword
and the pur-- o under its control. Congress
has power to make war and to make peace,
to raise and support armies and navies
and to conclude treaties with foreign gov
ernments. It is in vested with the power to
Cüin money and regulate the value thereof,
and to regulate commerco with foreign na-tio- n

aad among the teveral Stales. It is
not necessary to enumerate the other high

which nave been conierred upon
iheFeder&l .Government, in order to carry
the enumerated powera into effect. Congress
possesses the exclusive to lay aud
collect duties on imports, and in
with the States to lay and Collect all ether
taxes. Cut the Constitution has not only
conferred those high powers Cougre.sa
bat it has adopted effectual uieuns t re
strain the States rrom interfering' with

ex-rci- se for that purpoie. H has in
stroog prohibitory language expressly de
clared, that no State enter into any

alliance or confederation, grant let- -
of marque and reprisal, coin money,
bills credit, make anything but gjld
and silver coin tender iu payment of
debts, pass any bill of ex pott

facto law or impairing the obligations
of contracts. Moreover, wunootiue con
sent of Congress no State shall lay any
imports or duties or any imports or exports
except what be absolutely necessary
for executing its inspection laws, and if
they exceed this amount the excesses ball

to the United States, and no State
without the consent of lay

any duty tonnage, keep troops or
of war iu timr or peace, eoter into any
agreement orjeonapact with another State
or with foreign power, or engage in war
unless actually invaded or in such iroroi

danger as will not aamit delay.

..
o

I

still further secure the j might
on a

roy duy
the or

! 1 events hsd
oue I thereof, treaties forward option,
an h. 1 uu O v. . - w ..... I I IIIII i o j - ,.. i . i Ii . i I 1 II 1 t ft .1 r. a I w. . . I k i a I c a m esuvar.ee ; ( crj tvuno

: aa w a a t' at war 1&7 vl the land, and the Judges
of j istics of Chriiti an jate ahall be bound thereby anything

hanty. Let wait for , ;B the auv Slate or
Fugitive Law has been I Territority 1

into execution in every contested 0gm The solemn religion has
case since the present teen ded the of

though nfen, it is to be, c,a( July, and Senators and
.with loth and inconvenience utives of the United all members

considerable to the . 0( State Legislatures and all Executive
Government : Let ns - the j ofiicers, of the States

Legislatures will their nncoo ; several shall by
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oath or affirmation to support the Constit
ution. .

In to into effect these laws
the Constitution has established a
government in all forms, Legislative.
Executive and Judicial, and the Govern
ment extent of its powers, acts

iu dividual citizens every Si He
executes its own decrees by the agency of
its own officers. this respect it
entirely from the tin ler the
old Confederation, which was confined to
miking 00 the States in their
sovereign character. This left it the
discretion each whether to obey to re-

fuse, and they often declined comply
with such requsitious. thus became
iiecexsary , for tne purpose of removing the
barrier, and in form a more per.
feet union, to establish a Geverment which
could direct! v upon the1 peopU, and
execute its ewn laws without the intsrme-dis- te

aeucy of tha States. has
Hccom pushed by Voaslimiion, ti tne." 'United
In short the Gevcrmtint created by the Can- -

stitulionand deriving its authority from the
sovereign csft several States.
has precisely the lu, exercise
its power over the of all the'e
States the enumerated cases, each one

iUm nnwkeas over stibiects not i
. IT ! . 1 KJT I k .

though
therein- -

it had been texlually instr ei
This Government therefore is

the special subjects to which
extends. framcrs never to
implant in its bosom the seeds of i own
destruction; nor were they, at its creation,
guilty of the of for

''' ",v--

not intended lY its framers to
baseless fabric of a vision, which, at the

touch' tbe would into
thin air. but substantial and fab

still. .11 nevoiuuon;

executed, this obligation

cannot be absolved by any human power.
But what if the performance of this duty in
whole or in part, has been im-
practicable by events over which he
have exercised no control?

i- - -- ..1oucn suite present moment is the ease
inrougnou id or sie oi outn Usrolin.
far as the of the United States to se
cure tho Administration of Justice by
means of the Federal are eon.
cernad. The officers within Us
limits, through whose agency alone these
taws can be earned into erecution have
already resigned
. ! We no longer have a District Judge, a
imirict Attorney, or a Marshall in South
Carolina, in fact the whole machinery of
the federal Government necessary for the
distribution of remedial Justice
the-- people has been demolished, snd it
wouie! difficult if not re-

place it. The only acts of Congress on the
stalutu book, bearing on this subject are
those of the 23th February 1795. and the
3rd of March 1807. These authorize the
President after he shall have ascertained
that the Marshall with his posse comitatus
s unable to execute civil or criminal pro-h- s

in any particular case to call
clo militia, and employ the army and

performing the frerriea,
having hrst by proclamation commanded
the insurgents to dioperoe ' and retire
peaeeably to their respective abodes with
in a limited time. This duty cannot by any
possibility be in a State where
Doiudicial authority exists to issue
cess, where there is no Marshall to execute
it and where even if there were such an
olHcnr, the entire population would con-
stitute one solid combination to rtsist him.

The mere resistance of thtas provisions
proves how inadequate they are, without
further legislation, to overcome a united
opposition in a single Slate not to
speak of other States who may placa

in a similar altitude.
Congress alone has the powr to decide
hether the nrcent laws er cannot be

so as to carry out more effectual
ly the object of the Constitution. The same
insuperable obstacles do not lie in the way
of executing the laws the c llection of
customs. The revenue still continues to
be collected as heretofore at the Custom
House at Charleston and should the Col
lector unfortunately resign, a successor
my appointed to perform this duty
1 ben in regard to the property of the Uni
ted States ia South Carolina, this has been

for a fair equivalent, by the con-se- nt

of the Legislature of the State, for the
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, tc.
and over these the authority . to exercisa
exclusive legislation has been expressly
granted by the Court to Congress.

It is not believed that any at
tempt will be made to expel tho Uni
led from its properly this
by force, but if in this I should prove to
be mistaken, the officers in command of the

have received orders act strictly
on the defensive. In such a contingency,
the "responsibility for consequences would

I
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eluded with Honduras the28ih
November, and

on 23th of August, 1BG0, relinquioisu-t- h

Mosquito Besides, by the.;..! Jj-,- ..i.;

former, the P.ay Islands are recognizid
a part of ihe Republic of Iloi.durns.

ma otiserveU that the etipulation
of these treaties conform in ev ry import-
ant particular to the amendmeMs adopted

London, the 17th of October, 185C,
ueiween nie lu--o Uoveroraents. will be
recollected ilutthis treaty was rrjscted by
the British Government because of its ob-
jection the jut and important amend
ment, of th Senate the article relating
to Ruatan and the other islands in the Bay
of Honduras. It source of sincere sat-
isfaction all classes our fellow cui-zen- ,

and especially to those engaged in
foreign commerce, that the claim the
part Great Britain forcibly to visit and

American merchant vessels- - on the
high seas, in the time peace, has been
bandoued. This was. by far. the most

quossioti to the peace of the
two countries, which has existed since the
war of 1812. Whilst remained orjen.
they might, moment, have beeu pre
cipitatd in'.o war. This was rrnJcred
manifest by the exasperated state of public
feeling throughout, entire country, pro
duced by the forcible search American
merchant vessels by British cruisers on the
coast of Cuba, in the spring of 18j3. The
American pcopl. hailed with general
claim rdrs of the Secretary of the
Navy our naval force in. the Gulf of
Mexico, protect all vessels of the United
States on the high seas from search de
tention by the vessels of war of any other
nation. These orders night have pro-
duced an unfortunatecollision between the
naval of the two countries. This
wss most fortunately prevented by ap--

eal to the justice of Great and the
of nations, expounded by her must

eminent jurists. The only queatio'11 of aoy
importance wnicu still remains open,
the disputed title between the two Govern-
ments the Island San Jean, in the
vicini'y of Territory.. As this
3ucstion is still uoder negotiation, it is

advisable the present moment
maku any other allusion to the subject.

The recent visit of the Prince of Wales
ia apnronrial- - character to tha people of
this country has proved be inoit aus
picious event iu its consequences. It can
not fail to increase the kindred and kindly
feelings of both ceuutries iu their political
and social intercourse with each other.

ally, our relations continue to be of he
most friendly chtiraete. A decision has
recently beeu made by French Judicial
Tribunal, with the approbation of the Im
perial which can not fail to
foster the sentiments of mutual regard that
has long existed between the two coun-
tries. Under the French law no peron

serve in the of France utiles
he be French citieen.

The law of France recogoisir) tbe na
tural right of expatriation, it follows as
necessary consequence, that Frenchman,
by the fact of having become citizen of
the United States, has changed his alle-
giance and has lost his native character,
lie can not, therefore, be compelled to
serre in the French rmics, in ease he
should return to his native country. Thi-s-

principles were announced in 1852 by the
French Minister of War, and in two late
eases have ben confirmed by the French
judiciary. In these, tn natives of France
have been discharged Irom tue rencn my
because they had become Americon citi-
zens. To employ the language our
present Minister France, who hat, ren
dered good seavice on this occasion, "I

uot th.nk our trench naturalized fellow-

-citizens will hereafter experience much
annoyance on this mi!ject' venture
preaict mat tne time not aibiani
when the other continental powors will
adopt the aaine wise and just policy which
has done honor the
government the tmperor. In any
event, our government is to protect
the rights of her naturalized citizeus ev
ery where, to the same extent thongh
they had drawn their first breath this
country. We can recognize no distinction
between onr native and naturalized
citizens.

ECSSIA,

Detwecu the great Empire of Russia and
the United states the mutual frienesh
and regard whieh has existed, still
continues to prevail, and, possible,
increase. Indeed, our relations with that
Empire are all that we could desire

tra IN.

Our relations with Spain are now of
more complicated, though less dangerous
character, than they have been lor mmy

"Iyears, uur cuizrns nave long neid and
continue bou, numerous agsmst
the Spat-'itd- i government. These have been
ably urged for ssries of years by our suc
cessive diplomatic Mad
rid, but without obtaining redress. The
Spanish government finally agreed to
stiiute jo'ni commission ler tne adjust-
ment of these claims, and the Sth day
of March, 16C0, Kljdcd convention for
that purpose, "vith our present Minister at
Madrid. Under this convention, what have
been denominated the Cuban claims,
amounting to 4123,035 51, which mors
than one hundred of our fellow citizens ate
interested, were recognized, aad the Span
ish Government agreed to pay one hundred
thousand dollars of Ibis amount within
three months following the exchange of
ratifications. he payment of the reinin
ing $28,G3554 was to await the decision
of the commissioners for against the
AmUtead claim, but in any event, the bal-

ance was be paid to the claimants, either
by Spain the United States. Those terms

have every reason know, are highly
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Spain This offer, of course, can be
accepted. other claims of citizen? f

United States against Spain, or cf euo- -

jects of tho Queen of Spaia against the U.
fetales, including the Amistcad claim.'
were by this Convention referred a
Bard of Commissioners In usual form.
Neither validity of the Amislead claim
nor other claim against fitber party.
with the single exception of Cuban
claims, was recogrired hy the Convention,
Indeed, th opaniah Government did not
insist that the validity of Amistead
claim should be thus recognized, notwith
standing its payment had been recommen
ded Congress by of predecessors

well as by royseir, and an appropriation
for that purpose had passed Senate of

U. Stales. ' They were content that
fchoutd be submitted to the Board for ex
animation and 'decision like ether
claims. Both governments were bound
respectively pay tho amounts awarded

the several claimants, at sucu times ana
places as may be fixed by and according to
thetener earn awarus, ana transmuted.t.i.. O1.1,. i.i: -- L.., i: ... .t...
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on the 27th oi the 8'iccceding June, they
determined that they would not ad He and
consent to Its ratification. Ihese proceed
i nirs place our relations with Sain i i an
awkward and embarrassing position. - It is
more than proble that the final adjustment
of these claims win devolve upon ray sue
cessor. . I : reiterate the recommendation
contained 10 my . annual message of Dec
1858, and repeat that of Due. lb5D, in favor
of th acquisition of Cuba from' Spain by
fair purchate. .1 firmly believe that such
an ncauUitioQ would contribute essentially
to the well being and prosperity of both
countries, in all futuro . time, as well
prove th certain means
abnliahiDir th . African
throughout the world. would not repeat
this recomroeoaaiion upon .tne present
occasion, if believed that lb transfer ol
Cuba to the United btates, upon condition
highly favorable to Spain, could justly
taruish the national honor of the proud
and ancient Soanikh Monarchy.- - Surely no
person ever attributed to th first Napoleon

disregard of tbe national honor of Franc
for transferring Louisiana to the U. S. for

fair equivalent, both In money and coin
inercial

M.'TäU, C.

With (he Empire of. Austria and the rc--
maimng continental powers of iurope,
including that of tbe Sultan, our relations
continue to be of the moyt friendly charac-
ter.

CHINA.
The friendly and peaceful policy pursued

by the Government of the U.S. towards
the Enpire of China, has produced the most
satisfactory results. Th treaty of Tientsin
of the I Sth of June. 1858, has been faith-full- y

observed by the Chinese authorities.
The Convention of the 8th of Nov. 1858,
supplementary to this treaty for the ad
justment and satisfaction of the claims of
our citizens in China, referred to in my last
annual message, has already been carried
into effoct. so far as this was practicable.

Under this convention, the sum of 500,
OtV) taels, equal to about $700,000, woJ
stipulated to be paid in satisfaction of the
cl.iims of American citizens out of the one
fiftieth of the receipts for tonnage import
and export duties on American vessels, at
the ports of Canton. Shanghai and Fuchoo;
and it was agreed that this amount shall
be in full liquidation of all claims of Amer-
ican citizens at the various ports, to this
dato. Deteotures for this amount, to wit- -

300,000 taels for Canton, 100,000 for...Shane- -
I. I 1 AAA - -uai, ana iuu.uuu ior uchou, were deliveredaccording to the terms of tbe couvention,
by the respective Chinese collectors of the
customs of ihese ports, to the ajont selected
oy our Minister to receive the samo. Since
that time the claims of our ciliztns have
been adjusted by the Board of Cornmis
sioners appointed for that purpose, uader
tho net of March 3d, 1S59; and their awards
which proved satisfactory to the claimants,
have been approved by our Minister: io the
aggregate, they amount to the sum of
$U3,bül7ö. The claimants have already
received large proportion of the sums
awarded to them, out of the fund provided
and it is confidently expected that the
remainder will, ere long, be entirely paid.
After the awards shall have ben BLisfiH
there will remain a surplus of more than
$200,000, at the disposition of Congress.
Asthiswillin equity belong t the Chi-
nese Government, would not justice require
its appropriation to some benevolent object
in which the Chinese ciav be specially
interested?

Our Minister to China, in obedience to
his instructions, has remained perfectly
neutral in the war between Great Britain
and France aud the Chinese Empire, altho'
in conjunction with the Russian Minister,
he was ever and willing, had the epporta-nit- y

offered, to employ his good offices in
restoring peace between the parties. It is
out an act of simple lustice. both to our
present Minister and his predecessor, to
state, thy have both proved fully equal
to the delicate, trying and responsible po-
sitions in which they have on different oc-
casions been placed.

Japax: :

The ratifications of the treaty with Japan, concluded at Veddo on the 2!)(h ofj uly, 1853, were exchanged at Washington
on the 22d of May last, and the treaty its-
elf was proclaimed on the succeed inn- - da.
There is great reason to expect that under

..' 1 m
fiubecuoii ana mnueuce. eur traae and

intercource with this distant and interes- t-
ng people, wit! rapidly increase. The

ratifications of the treaty were exchanged
with unosual solemnity. For this purpose
the Tycoon had accredited three of his
distinguished Ministers Plenipotentiary,
who were received and trea'ed with marked
distinction and kindne. both by tbe
Government and people of the U. S There
is every reason to believe that they have
returned to their native land, entirely
Fatisfied with their visit, inspired by the
most irendiy feelings tor our country. Let
us ardently hope, in the language of tbe
treaty itself, that there shall
be pepetual peace and friendship, between
the Uuited States of Atnercia and his
Majesty the Tycoon of Japan and hi
successors.

BBAZIL.

With the wise, coasrvative and liberal
goxeromentof the Empire of Brazil, our
relations continue to be of the most arnica- -

character.
SEW OBEX ADA.

The exchange of the ratifications of the
with by andurenaaa, signed Washington on what was called Government

long in
cxtentive

is censnraoio. to
were duty in this city on the
5th of November last. Thus has contro-
versy been amicably terminated, which
had oecome so serious at the period of my
inauguration as to require me, on the 17ih
April, 1657, to direct our Minister to de
mand his passports return to the Uni-
ted Stales. Under this condition, the
Government of New Grenada has specially
acknowledged itself to be retponsibli to

! our citizens for damages which were caused
oy
irc

7. lie riot at ranama on lath

ciuims 01 our citizens wnicn nau doch long
urged in vain, are referred for adjustment
lu board of Commissioners. I sub nit
copy of the Convention to Congrvs, and
recommend the legislation necesnary to

i: into elTt-c- t

CSTA BIO AND X1CAEAGUA.

Persevering efforts have been mad for
the adjustr.ieut of the claims of American
citisons against the of Costa
Rica, and am happy to inform you that
these have finally prevailed; Omvettion
was signed at the city of San Jose, on the
2d of July last, between the Mi ii.ter resi-
dent ol U Slates, in Costa Kica,
and the Plenipotentiaries of that Republic,
relerring these claims board if commis-
sioners, and providing for of their
awards. This Convention will be submit-ta- d

to tho Senate for their
action. ne claim 01. our citizeus upon
the Republic of Nicaragua, have not yet
been provided for by treaty, although dili-
gent efforts for thia purpose have been

by our mioister resident in that Re-

public. These are still ceutinued, wtlh
prospect of success.

MEXICO.

Our relations with Mexico remain in
most unsatisfactory condition. In my

lat aanual messages discussed ex
tensively the subject of rho relations, and
do net now propose to repeat at length the
acts and arguments then presented. They

proved conclusively that our citizens resi
ding in Mexico, and our merchants trading
thereto, bad sullerod aeries 01 wrongs and

such as we have icvtr patiently
borne from any nation. For these, our

ministers, invoking the faith of
treaties, had, in tho name of their country,

demanded redress and indem-
nification, but without the slightest effect.

so confident had the Mexican au- -

majority
pressed

President

Under the Conttiiulion which
beeu as Chief

Ju-tic- e the Court, became th
immediately i Uwful Presideufc Republic, i:
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persistently

tion, and authority derived it, that
aad couliouea

prosecuted. nrougbout
parly stronger

and stronger. In the previous history
Mexico succeseful revolution
the capital been ihe
signal for subuiickion throughout Hi-publi- c.

so on th präsent; a majority of Ins
ciliaens persistently sustained the

government. was r?cora- -

ronddTiD APfil- - 1S59 bJ lh Government
of the United States, authority extendedover large lasjority of the Mexican Statesand people, including Vera Croz, all
the important seaports of Republic
From that period our commerce with Mexi-co began to and constitalio3s4government has afforded it all the protec-
tion in their power. Meanwhile the gov-
ernment of Miramon held away at theCapital, and over the surrounding country,
and continued its outrages against the few
Americancitizens who still had the courage
to remain within its power. To cap the
climax, after the battle of Tacabaya, in
April, 1853, Gen. Marques ordered threecitizens of the United States, two thern
physicians, b3 seized in the hospital at
that place, and shot without trial.. Thiswaa dene, notwithstan linrour unfortunate
countrymen was at the moment cnaed ifi
the holy cause of offering relief to the sol-
diers of both partie who had been wound-ed in the battle, without making anya"i.? tuncuon rjctwean tnem. The lima had ar-
rived, in my opinion, when thia Govern-ment waa bound to exert its power to
avenge and redress the wrongs of our citi-
zens, snd to afford them prelection in Mex- -
ico

lb

miesposing obstacle was, thattne country under the sway Mir.,
could not be reached without passing over
territory under tbe jurisdiction of tho Cen-- k

tutional Government. Under these cir
cumstances deemed it my duty to recom-
mend to Congress in my last annual mes-
sage, the employment of a sufficient mili-
tary force to penetrate into the interior
where government of Miramon was to
be found, with, or if need bo, without the
consent of the Juare government, though
it was not doubted that his consent could
be obtained. Never have I had clearer
conviction on any subject than have of the
justice, as veil as wi.dom, of such a pelicy.
Mother !K;aative was left, except
e::.ire abandonment or oar fellow citizens
wio had gone to Mexico under the faith

treaties, to the systematic injustice, cru-elt- y

and oppresaiou of Miramon'a Govern-
ment. Besides it is certain that a simple

to employ this force would ofitself have accomplished all our objects
without striking a single blow. Tho Con-
stitutional Government would then havebeen established at the city of Mexico, andwould been ready and willing, toextent of its ability, to do us justice. Io
addition, I deem this most impor-tant consideratien. Foreign Governments

deprived of all pretext to
interfere in the territorial and domestic

of Mexico. We should thus
been relieved from the obligation of resist-
ing even by force, should this become ne- -
cessary, any attempt by these Governmentsto deprive our neighboring Itepublic of
portions of her territory, a duty from which
we could not shriek without abandonioffthe traditional and established policy of theAmerican people,

I am happy to observe that, firmly rely-
ing upon the justice and good faith ofbovera menu, there is no present danger
that euch a contingency will happen.
Having-discovere- that my recommends-tiona- ,

would be sustained by Congress,
the alternative was to accomplish ia
some degree, if possible, the same objects,
by treaty stipulations with Ihe constitu-
tional government. Such treaties were
accordingly concluded bv onr lats ahl and
excellent Minieter to Mexico, and on tho
4th of January last was submitted to the
Senate for Kn they have not
received tho action of that body, itwould be for aue.to present a de-
tailed statement of their provisions. Still
I may be permitted to express the opinion,
in advauce, that they are calculated to pro-
mote the agricultural, manufacturing and
commercial interests of the country, and to
sec-.r- c our just influence with aa
Republic, as to whose fortunes and fate
we can never feel iodifferent; whilst at the
same time taey provide for the payment
if a considerable amount towards the satis-
faction of the claims of our injured fellow
citizens.

AND CTAH.
At the period of my inau?aration I was

confronted Kansas by a revolutionary
uutrrumeuv, existing under what was cal-
led the Topeka Constitution. The avow-
ed object was to subdue the Territorial

Convention the Kepublic of New Government force, to inaugurate
at the 10th the Topeka

September, 1857, has been" delayed its stead. To accomplish this object,
from accidental causes, for which neither an military orgauizatioa was
party ihese ratifications formed ana its command entrusted the
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most violent revolutionary leaders. Un-
der these circumstances it became Im
perative duty to exert the whole Constitu
tiot:al power the Eexecutive, to prevent
tbe flames of cij il war from raging in Kan-
sas, which the excited stato of the public
mind both North and South might have ex-
tended into the neighboring States. The
hostile parties Kansas beeu inflam-
ed against each other by emiasaries both
from the North and South, to a degree of
mslif-nit-y Without ntrilUI in nnr kutnrv

These claims, togetherI'l a ,.with other To prevent eventual collision and to assist
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KAVSAS

tne mariatraLM i a .n fnr-- i n tr tha) laws
a detachment of the army was sta-
tioned in the Territory, ready to aid the
Marsh and his Wputies when officially
called upon as a posse eooomitatus in th
execution of civil aad cnminal process.
Still the troubles in Kansas could not Lave .,

Iecn permanently settled without an elec-
tion by the people, Uie ballot-boxe- s being
the surest arbitrator of disputes among
freemen. Under this conviction, every
proper effort was employed to induce th
hostile parties to vote at the election of
delegate to frame a State Constitution, and
afterwards the election to decide whether
Kansas should he a slave or a free State.
The insurgent party refused to vote at
cither, lest this might considered as a
recognition on their part of the Territorial
government established by Congre6a. A
better spirit, however, aeemed soon .fter to r
firevail, and the two parties met face to

the election, held the first Monday
of January, 1859, for member, of tbe Leg-
islature and State officers, under tho Le-com- pton

Constitution.' The result was the
triumph of the anti Slavery party at the
polls. This decision of the ballot-bo- x

proved clearly that this psrty wer th
msjority, and removed the danger of civil
war. From that time we beard noth-- "

of the Topeka government, and all '

rious danger of revolutionary trouble ia
Kansas was then at an end. The Lecomp-to- n

Constitution which had been thus rec
ognized at this Stale elecliou, by the vote
of both political parties ia Kansas, was
transmitted with tbe request that I should i

present it Congress. This I could not
refused to do, without violating my

clearest and strongest convictions of du-

ty. .........
The laws, and all the proceedings which

proceeded and followed its formatioo, were
fair, and regular oa face, and what I

thorities been, because of our patient en- - then believed and expressed, has proven
durance, that, they universally . believed true, the interests of the people of Kansas
they might commit, their outrages upon would have been consulted by its admis- -

, !L -- I. . .1.... :T. I C.-- .- J4- - .L . 1T..I.American cuizi-u- s wun ausoiuio uupuuiiy. i Bion as a oiaie into tne uuion, especially
Thus wrote our Mloihter in 1856, and ex-- 1 as the within a brief period, could

tha opinion that nothing but a I have amended the Constitution according
manifestation or tno powers of the Govern- - to their will and pleasure. H fraud exis
ment an of its purpose to putih these ted in any or all of these proceedings, it
wrongs will avail- - Afu-rward- , In 1857, was not for the Tresideot but for Coogress
came the adoption of a Constitution for to investivate and determine the question
Mexico, ihe uniou of a 1'retideut aud a fraud, and what ought to be the conequen- -

Congress under ir provisions, snd the in ces. If at the two rat elections lb ma- -

auguratiou ol a Presideut within one short jority refused t.) vole, it cannot be preten- -
mouth. However, this was ex- - ded that this refusal to exercise tha elec
nelled from the capital by a rebellion in the torsi frauciso cnld invalidate an election
army, and the supremo power of the Re fairly held under lawful authority even if
public was assigned to General Zuloagi they had not subsequently voted at the
This usurper was in his turn aton compV.l- - third election It is true that the whole
ed to retire from th place by Gen. Mira- - ( Constitution had cot been submitted to th
iDQD. had
thus adopted. Gen. Juarez,,
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people as I always desired, bot the pre
cedents are., naaierous "of th admi-- .

siot, of States into the Union, with
hout such sabiuisioo. ' It would
pot cempert with my prr;nt purpose
io review the proceedings ot Congress upon
tbe Leconopton Constitution. Itis.ulHc
ient to observe that thsir final action has
removed the last vestige of serious revolu-
tionary trouble. Th deperae band re-

cently aetembled uader a noiorioos outlaw. I I? .... 1 1 . f . l. t : . , .
, iu tue ouuiiii-i-i puiuuu vi tue ieriiiury iu
I resist the execution of the law. and to

plunder peaceable citizen., will, I doubt
col, be apeedly brought to justice. Had I
treated the Lecompton Constitution as a

(coxmi'io o 4th raot.)


