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ing Straits to the Straits of
in Railway—Mr. Helper
erican Republics—

Accomplished

The following communication which
The Sunday Morning Globe has receiv-
ed from Mr. Hinton Rowan Helper,
earnestly urging the carly opening of
rallway within
and throughout all the republics of the
three Americas, with a view of largely

promoting their general welfare and

intercommuunication

advancement, will, doubtless, be read
with interest by every true friend of
the gigantic measure,

No. 519 Third Street, Northwest,
Washington, D. C,, Nov, 19, 1901
To His Excellency, |
The Hon. Theodore Roosevelt,
President of the U, 8..

DisTiNycuisHEp Sik: It was about fif-
teen years ago, as well as [ remember,
that, with a letter of introduction
from our mutual friend, the Hon. Wil-
liam H. Robertson, ex-collector of the
costoms at New York, I had the honor
of becoming personally acquainted
with you at your home on Long Island.

The special object of my call, at that
time, was to speak with you on the sub-
ject of my projected international and
{ntercontinental railway through the
three Americas.

Yet it so happened that just then you

were an eminently worthy and chival-
rous bridegroom, only two weeks ad.
vanced amid the ecstatic joys of your
honeymoon with the handsome and ex-
cellent lady who had blessed and hon-
ored you with her love and her confl-
dence.

Under the enchanting circumstances
and conditions then prevailing all over
the Roosevelt homestead, it was easy
to pereceive that the manly and estim-
ably enraptured proprietor was put
little concerned about the construction
of new railways, whether long or short,
lecal or distant, national or interna-
tional insular or intercontinental

But'lhu:(' haleyon days, the festive

companions of private life have passed,

and other palmy and prosperous peri-
ods, the sturdy comrades of publie
duty have dawned upon us Permit
ru'.r yw to repeat all that 1 would
then have said, and more.

Inmostearnest and careful considera-
tiou of the obviously profound and
Jaudable interest which, as a states-
man of remarkable foresight and su-
perior {ntellect, you are now mnuilvst:
{y taking in all the collossal problems
of improvement and udvmm-mor.nl.
designed to promote the genera
welfare and Dbetterment of our
vast republics, and algo in a spirit
of fraternal regard, cheerfully ple.dgiug
your hearty approval of every sup}-
gestion having for its object the "“fe .
joration and upnmng'of every p.ult
and parcel of our Western tle‘r‘x:l-
sphere, particularly in mm_wvuon with
the augmenting and positive a'nd‘lm
perative demands for railway com-
munication and imvr(-mnmnuwmn;n
conjointly within and throughout 'k e
three Americas, looking v"\'N][l‘lMH} u;
uninterrupted and rapid travel m,u)
transportation between and within t:c
five great continents of lho*‘ enrvli.‘),
South America, North America, .-\.n.‘\.‘
Burope, and Africa, 1 deem th“- prfom-
ent occasion esped jally appropriate 'or
me to state to your excellency .ox:.
tain central and cognate and super
Jatively important facts. N

On the 30th day of November, 1886,
nearly thirtyfive years ago, under
peculiar circumstances l_llrﬂlfl')' min
utely and accurately detailed, time and
again, I then belng on the At
lantic Ocean, not far from the lati-
tude of Rio de Janerio, in Bruzll.'in the
course of my return to the lnn.ml
States from the headship of our Con-
gulate at Buenos Ayres, in the Argen-
tine Republic, I originated the idea
of what, concisely indicative n! its
object, T have denomiqmed the Three
Americas Railway. The
American is equally expressive and
befitting,

Ever since that time, I have, by day
and by night, been 80 entirely occupied
in my own humble way, with thoughts
and desires and plans and purposes
and efforts to consummate, or to tacil-
{tate the consummation of the sald
preeminently meritorious and match-
less measure, that it has meanwhile
been in a manner impossible for me to
devote any time or attention whatever
to an¥ other vocation

In the year 1878 1 went to St. Louls,
Mo., and there offered and pald $5,000
for five of the ablest and most con-
vineing essays that could be obtain-
ed In advoeacy and advancement of
the unparalled proposition

During an exceedingly discouraging
period of considerably more than a de-
cade, unable to accomplish anything
at all with mere Individuals, and, be-
gides, after nearly four years of my
first coming to Congress, in 1881 (al
ways coming and always staying and
always going, and always working

with the indisputed and sweet privil-

name l’tm'\

age of paying all expenses, and never
| asking or receiving in the way of com-
pensation so much as one dollar, or
even one dime), that learned and leg-
Islative assembly, on the 7th day of
July, 1884, having uniformly manifest-
ed a most provoking amplitude of pa-

tience and premeditation Iin the
premises, passed, at my special
and Jong-pressing instance, a Dbill|
authorizing our government, as it

is represented in our White House and
in our Department of State, to dis-
pateh to Latin-America a commercial
commission, under lustructions to as-
certain and report the total value of
tne annual foreign commerce of all our
American sister republic respectively.

At that particular time, the immense

with the clear-headed and large-hearted
and wholesouled people of Central and
South America, than with the conceited
and erafty and corrupt inbhabitants of
the islands of the Pacific; the former
being, s0 to speak, pure-blooded and
shapely-formed horses of Arablan
stock; and the latter a mere motly
and mischevious horde of lop-eared
and lean-shanked and ludricrous rab-
bits of Australian descent and degen-
eration,

Nevertheless, we have justly ac
quired and should wisely retain and
govern all the islands we have taken
in both the Atlantic Ocean and the
Pacific deep; and, in clear view of
comingevents in connection with a sort
of temporary and uncommercial re
sistance to manifest destiny, wa have
reprehensibly overlooked and con-
doned many humiliating and galling
provocations, and have, up to the pres-
ent time, culpably refrained from tak-
ing a sufficient number, or an ade-
nuate area, of insular possessions in
either of those widely separated sec-
tions of our globe,

Several years after the publication
of my duodecimo entitled “The Three
Americas Railway,” I recelived from
the Hon, Wililam M. Everts, of the
city of New York, an uncommonly in-
teresting letter, Inquiring why it
might not be practicable and prudent
to extend my already Incomparable
measure into and through two of the
other vast continents, Asia and Eur-
ope, by way of Behring Strait,

Soon afterward, Prof. W, H, C. Bart-
lett, of the Engingeering Department of
West Point, very pleasantly and point-
edly plied me with written inquiries as
to whether, when arriving at Jerusa-
lem, in Syria, according to Mr. Evart's
nroposed Itinerary, it would not he
feasible and proper to go around the
southeastern shore of the Mediterrean-
ean to Cairo, in Egypt, and from Cairo
up along the Nile, pnssing through
anclent Thebes and Essuan, on the
right bank, to a point opposite to Ip-
sambool, on the left bank; thence over
into Darfoor, an extensive region of
Central Africa, and then southward to
the Cape of Good Hope,

annual trade thus contemplated ag:
gregated, as was later and of-|
ficially reported, upward of $850,
004,000; though, firmly resolved |
on my own part to be on the|
safe side, the side of exact truth and
fairness, so that no Senator or Repre- |
sentative might ever afterward be war- |
ranted in declaring that I had, to any |
extent whatever, overstated the facts,
I, acting solely on my own responsi-
bility, formally and in writing, as now
duly filed among our Congresional
archives, having stated the amount at
only $721,000,000, yet with very posi-
tive verbal assurances that the amount
in reality would be found to be very
much more; at least fifty millions
more, as [ stoutly contended

The officially discovered and warmly
welcome excessover myown well-guard-
ed statement, establishing and keeping
me in high standing with Congress,
and greatly strengthening my plea for
closer and more extensive commercial
relations with Latin-America,by means
of an international and Iintercon-
tinental railway, was at that time, as
has since been plainly and authori-
tatively reported, by the commission it-
self, $129,000,000, That difference, |
that numeration, was and s the larg- |
est balance that has ever heen placed
to my credit; and, as far as [ am able
to perceive, there is not now any prob

ability that I shall ever again be the

reciplent of such an ample and gratify
ing windfall, of nine figure dollars ac
credited to myself, but nowhere either
visible or tangible,

Senator Windom was then chairman
of the Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations. Senator Morgan and sena-
tor Bdmunds were also membeérs of the
gaid committee, Senators Cockrell and
Gorman and Allison were equally able
and exemplary members of other com-
mittees, and they were likewise quite
friendly toward the gigantic enter-
prise, even prior to the favorable re-
port of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. At one time, however, during
the pendency of my proposition, Sena-
tor Windom, who was far more con-
versant with home interests than with
conditions abroad, gave rather unre-
gerved expression on his crude opin.
jon that the annual value of all the|
foreign commerce of Latin America
would, when well brought to light, fall
short of $400,000,000, less than one-half
of the subsequently and officially as-
certained sum.

Yet, in due course afterward, he and
other members of the committee, who
at first erroneously thought much the
same as he himself thought, frankly ad-
mitted to me that thorough investiga.
tion had convinced them that they
were, in the earlier stages of my meet-
ing with them, less familiar than I
was with affairs commerclal in Cen-
|tral and Soutn America,

Including exports and imports, the
full value of the foreign commerce nfl
lall the republics of Latin America, is|
today not less than $1,000,000,000; ot |
which, to our grevious disadvantage
and shame, closely bordering on dis
grace, in still supinely permitting
Europe to monopolize the llon’s share,
we are, even yet, apparently content,
weakly and timorously and discredit.
ably content, to secure only a lamblike
and meager and almost contemplible
fraction,

From the very first it has been and
is now, far more ardently than ever
before, my object to acquire (because
geographically and politically and so-

These letters from Mr, Evarts and
Profegssor Bantlett were widely pub-
lished throughout the United States
and Great Britain, six vears at least
hefore anvthing was ever heard from
Mr. Cecil Rhodes, of South Afriea, in
relation to his (wisely and farsighted-
1v) proposed rallway from Cairo to the
Cape.

I have many reasons for belleving
it quite probable, {f not absolutely cer-
taln, that Mr. Rhodes first imbibed
his highly commendable views and
ambitions in this regard from the cor-
respondence thus indicated, and also
from openly-published correspondence,
of very considerable length, that was
carried on, from 1881 to 1886, between
SirBedford Pim, of London, and myself
in behalf of my own superior measure
through the three Americas.

In reply to all those (not unwel.
come) propositions, reaching far out
from at least two of the three Americas
into Europe and Asia and Africa, to
the salutary end that civilization. aad
peace and prosperity and progress may
erelong be extended and strengthened
and enriched and perpetuated by a
well-equipped line of rallway running
all the way through the five great
continents, T could then give only one
answer: and my answer now s still
the same, namely, that I was and am
personally overworked and overburd
ned and mueh too busy to engage my
elf with any thoughts or any efforts

whatever, except those actually exist-
ing, or vet to exist, between the ex-
treme limits of northwestern Alaska
and southeastern Patigonia,

whatever of falrness and prestige
may be due to America, in this almost
world-encireling scheme of quick trav-
el and transportation, should be man-
tuliy maintaioed and w three..mericans
as [ unyieldingly contend, should be as«
cribgd the complete conception of the
measure and its open promulgation to
the world; namely (here designating
the number or propertion of continents
to each), the writer of thig communi-
cation, two-iftas, South america and
North America; Secretary Hvarts, two-
fifths, Asia and Europe; ana Profegsor
Bartlett, one-fifth, Africa,

Here . may fitly an. wrui, state, as
official records will show, that, several
years prior to the time when Mr.
Evarts and Professor Bartleit wege
pleased to urge the extension .nto Asia
and Europe and Africa of my projected
intercontinent#l railway through the
three Americas, 1 wrote, in 1882, to our
Secretary of State at that time, Mr.
Frelinghuysen, and had two in erviews
with the Hon. Karl de Struve, the Rus-
sian minister then n Washington,
sugesting to them that, in considera-
tion of the fact, as I claimed and still
claim it to be a fact, that my stupendous
proposition will be duly and fully ac
cepted and consummated, it would
probably prove to be of extraordinary
advantage to Russia to build, at her
earliest convenience, a first-class rail-
road through Siberia, in order to ef-
fect speedy and opportune connection
of her own, great systems of travel and
transportation with the contemplated
and mangnificent Thoroughfare of
Nations, which would undoubtedly
soon seek the gafest and best possible
passage over or under and beyond
Behring Stralt.

How promptly and admirably Rus-
sia has acted on that suggeoction,
or on her happy impulse and volition,
is plainly visible in the unexcelled en.
ergy, capacity, deflniteness of purpose,

clally and otherwirze it belongs to us)

the bulk of that vast and repidly aug-
menting business. If we are really
|and truly the fullfledged and far-

sighted and patriotic Americans that

wisdom of procedure, power of execu-
tion and splendor of achievement,
which she has, within the last few
| vears, 80 nobly and so grandly evinced
in her nature-conquering triumphs over

companionship and friendly relations |

we claim to be, instead of continuing|the formidable and almost appalling
to yield to Europe eight-tenths of the| obstacles of hoth her Buropean and her
foreign commerce of Latin America, | Aslatie possesions, The last rall be-
we shall soon, reversing the figures, | tween Moscow and Viadivostock was
gecure for ourselves the sald elght-|laid on Monday, the 4th Ingtant

tenths, and by way of skillful and| Since the United States, nearly half
prudent and proper proceedings In our| g century ago, set to the world ever-
own legitimate Interests, leave Europe, | memorable and amellorating examples
with our spice-tinctured wishes, 1to|of the largely increased and constantly
apch comfort and satisfactlon as she|{ncreasing henefits of longlanes and
mav be able to find with the rather|hroadways of commeree, suchas wo now
pitiful twn-tenths which, through our| have In onr Atlantic and Pacific rall-
own indifference and folly, or Inck of | wave and likewige In shorter rallroads
intelligent enerey; is now slowly and | leading from our,great lakes to the
reluctantly coming to us. Gulf of Maxlen, fio renubllc nor em.

|
Vastly more honorable and prof-| pire nor kingdom under the sun has

auspleious Russia In evolving mater-
jal and masterly enterprises and Iin-
ternal Improvements of manifestly in.
calculable and neverending value,

Wwithin a4 very brief period exceed-
[ng the next three years, my present
plans succeeding, I shall probably pub-
[1g% In detail, with atteadant and auth-
entle vouchers, what may not inappro-
priately be designated a history (up to
that time) of my projected Three
Americas Railway, along longitudinal
lines; and in close connection there-
with, 1 shall also have something to
say, more in fact, than certain per-
sons, not yet perfectly sanctified, may
| be delighted to read or hear, as re-
gards the primary intimations and
movements which are now irresistibly
leading the most prescient and progres.
sive denizens of our rather diminutive
planet to perceive the fast approach-
ing indispensability of even a five con-
tinents railway, covering the entire
distance between Cape Horn an. the
Cape of Good Hope,

Fate seems to have decreed that we
should chastise and correct our mother-
country, Great Britain, before we
could ever find it in our hearts to love
her so unfeignedly as we love her to-
day, Just so with all the common-
wealths of Spanish America every
oné of them had to fight Spain valiant-
ly and persistently for freedom and for
independence. Nevertheless, really
great and truly good were the Huro-
pean mothers of both the Anglo-
Americans and the Spanish-Americans;
and because of all of our cisatlantic
peoples much prefer, and rightly prefer
to belong only to ourselves, there is
yet no sound reason why we should
not look back with sincere affection
and gentle treatment toward all our
transatlantic kinsmanand kinswoman
who so considerately and so kindly
rocked our cradles and otherwise nurs-
ad and nourished us In the earliest
days of our Infancy.

A brief retrospect of Spain and
Spanish affairs may here be fitly In-
dulged, Well can Spaln afford to boast
and be proud of her glittering galaxy
of great men; her farseeing and daunt-
less discoveries of vast continents and
outstretched islands; her herces, states-
men, orators, diplomatists, poets, paint-
ers, and her other highly {llustrious
gons, both at home and abroad.
Veritable marvels ofigenius in their
respective vocations, and ever-glorious
exemplars withal, were Columbus, Cer-
vantes, Calderon, Lope de Vega, Alfon-
so the Wise, Dias, Yriarte, Mendoza
Gonzalez, Melendez, Quevedo, Quin-
tana, Herrera, Solis, Zorilla, and Cast-
elar.

These and innumerable other great
men of the Iberian Peningula, speaking
and writing one of the most rational
and elegant languages that has ever
been evolved from the intellects and
tongues of any portion of mankind,
deserves to be regarded with glowing
and imperishable esteem, not only by
their lineal descendents in Europe,
but also by all kindred peoples and
other enlightened mnations throughout
the world,

Nor are the Latin Americas, in any
respect, less worthy of speclal honor
than the very bravest and noblest of
their ancestry In transatlantic lands.
Of all that 18 here sald, I well know
the perfeet truth. Six times have I
been to South America and returned
to the United States; four times to Cen-
tral America and back home; twice
have erossed the Andes, going, on both
occasions, from the wide Atlantic teo
the almost immeasureable Pacific; once
to Mexico; once to Spain, and once to
Portugal; vet always, when traveling
on the soll of either South or Central
America, whether in low_ valleys or
upon the dizzy heights of sky-kissing
mountains, or still amid the intermedi-
ate altitnde of elevated plains, I was
cordially saluted and hospitably enter-
tained; partieularly by the wholly
white inhabitants of those far-distant
regions, where I was treated with tran-
quil and pleasing respect, with true
politeness, and with warm welcome,
Better or more Kindly-natured peo-
ples than the molders and leaders of
gociety and publie opinion in Mexico
and Central and South America I have
never seen; and I here venture the
unequivocal deelaration that, in my
eandid judgment, the world does not
contain more able and honorable and
just-minded men, more estimable and
accomplished and beautiful women, or
more sprightly and amiable and lov-
able children, than, in proportion to
their numbers, may be met, and invarf-
ably happily met, among the white-
faced and blve-blooded and big:brained
and right-minded Latin Americans,
from Mexico to Argentina, inclusive.
Noteven in urbane and genjal a~d re
fined France, where on two occasions in
different vears, | have, for weeks to-
gether basked in the bliss of her
well-ordered and almost perfect civili-
zation, have I ever come in contact
with more charming affability and
courtesy, or more genial grace of man-
ner and action, than may everywhere
he encountered and enjoved among the
Latin Americans who have been en-
riched and blessed with the endow-
ment of pure Spanish descent.

Yet, besides the really select and
unsurpassed sort of Latin Americans
of whom 1 have here spoken, and
whose numbers, thank heaven, are
rapdily Increasing, there are other
Americans, aboriginal and imported, or
the stolid and squalid issues of import.
ed stock, whosé minds and morals and
methods and manners are but too fixed.
ly far from any respectable standard
of elther excellence or even moderate
merit,

The 1ll-conditioned and uncenscion-
able person who, in this connection,
are so plainlv incurring a severe but
Just castigation are the off-color riff:
raff, the blacks, the browns, the
yellows, the mylattos, the mestizos
the mongrels, and other hybrid and
motley miscreants, of many ominous
shades of discoloration and disrepute
and dissipation and disadvantage and
disorder and digaster; indolent, ignor-
ant, Incongruous, unpatriotic, perfldi-
ous, seditlous, turbulent, revolutionary,
brutellke and bloodletting.

A proper apnlication nf the true prin-
clples and purposes of the rather infan.
tile but potential and kindred sciences
of Ethnolozv and Anthropologythrough
out the immense domains of the por-
tentons and superflult¢ of unmanly
men, encatled mepn, ahova nortrayed,

{tripam. the formidably foreboding evil
against which 1 am thus definitely
and indelibly registering this fervid
and well-founded complaint,

Every word thus uttered on the rac-
lal question is quite in harmony with
what [ wrote and published, forty-four
years ago, in my antislavery and pro-
Aryan book, entltled “The Impending
Crisig of the South"; which, after a
long pe'iod of careful investigation
and consclentious cogitation, I deliber-
ately placed before the public as a
preliminary and prerequisite step to-
ward the ultimate attainment of a
grandly ameliorated and all-white
Ameriean. On the solid and firm and
broad bases of that book I stand im-
movably; nor am I in the least appre-
hensive of ever suffering a downfall
therefrom.

Nor should the transcendently im-
portant matter here mentioned fail to
receive the constant and intense at-
tention of every zealous and patriotic
citizen of the United States, :

If it be, as it certainly ought to be,
the laudable and beneficial ambition
and determination of our people to
develop and perpetuate our already
great repnblic into the very acme of
superexcellent nationality, the pre
dominant and peace-preserving and
plenty-promoting and most prudent
and progressive power in the world
(not with any design or desire what-
ever to weaken or otherwise belittle
or injure any other deserving nation,
but with good will and sincere friend-
ship toward the whole family »f indus.
trious and civilized and advancing
commonwealths), then it behooves us
all to maintain, with the most un-
tiring sedulousness and vigilance, the
full integrity of our manhood, physical,
intellectual and ethical, as we have in-
herited it from the very whitest and
ablest and best of our immortal and
far-famed forefathers,

Holding in forethoughtful consider-
ation the pressing importance of a
sgpeedy and peaceful and permanent
adjustment of all our race differences,
both at home and abroad, if such an
adjustment be possible, or the inevit.
able and sanguinary confiict that will
but too precipitately follow the failure
of such equitable and amicable en-
deavors, |t would probably be eminent.
ly prudent for our Federal govern-
ment, or for our state governments,
respectively, to establish at once in
the postoffice or in the office of the
clerk of the county court, in the capital
of every county in the United States,
at an average cost not exceeding $200
an Ethnological Library of the (com.
paratively few) really able and exhaus.
tive works on the subject; so that our
god people, north, south, east and west,
desiring to think aright and act equit-
ably, might find it convenient to in-
form themselves, during their inter-
vals of leisure, of a pecullarly weighty
and benificent truth, first wisely and
eloquently announced, long ago, by the
pungent poet pope, but even yet only
here and there and imperfectly heeded,
that the proper study mankind fs
man.

Again to the Rio Grande, dividing
us from Mexico and from the countries
there below, As regards the judicious
and suceessful administration of public
affairs, especially in all matters of
munfefpal and supreme control, the
Latin Americang of today, greatly to
their honor, are bheginning to manifest
perfect devotion and fidelity to the
purest prinieples of repulican Institu-
tions, Gratifying evidences of their
thonghtful and purposeful progress
along the lines of civil liberty and self-
government are everywhere visible
throughout brave Mexico and fair Ar-
gentina, ome at the extreme north,
and the other at the extreme south,
of Spanish America;: each being, at
this time, among the best governed
and most peaceful and prosperons and
nrorressive nations on the face of the
earth,

Intermediately hetween these two
widely separated democracies, a large
and joyful majority of their thirteen
gister republies, all of Latin brafn
and bBlood and bone, are also wisely
and felicitously training themselves
in the right direction; and, serenely
comfortable to contemplate, not one of
them ig in any measure unmindful of
the magnetic and masculine merits of
the Monroe doetrine,

Distinctly remembering, Mr. Presi.
dent, with high esteem and admiration,
the noteworthy ability and probity
which von have already and uniform-
ly displayed in many public and im-
nortant positions outside of the White
House, and entertaining full confidence
that, in the main, your wisdom and
vour patriotiem, a8 likewise your
eager out'onk and solicitude *~r the
general we!fare, are all that can he
reagonably expected of the chief magis-
trate of our exceptionally extensive
and expansive and preponderant repub-
lic, I here exercise the happy liberty
of predicting that the winding wp and
close of your admistration, whether
in 1905, in 1909, or even later, will pre.
sent brilliant and redundant evidences
of the singular success with which
vour excellency and your obviously
well.qualified and discreet companions
of the cabinet have, in the executive
branch of our government, managed
the affairs, both foreign and domestic,
of our mighty and magnificent com:
monwealth,

Meanwhile T feel impelle? hv a gense
of solemn duty, to urze upon the at-
tention of vour excsllency the tran-
scendent value and {mportance of my
nrojected international and Intercon:
tinental raflway through the three
Americas, not merely ag a measure of
the utmost and truly indescribable In.
terest for the United States, but also
a8 a matter of equal and incaleulable
concern for the upbuilding and better
ment of everv one of onr dignified and
free and Independent sister democra-
cles of Latin Ameriea, from the north.
ern boundary of Mexico all ‘he way
southwnard to Argentina and Chile and
Cane Horn,

In ardent and vigorous ba®alf of this
matchless measure, a paragraph »f ap
nropriate words from vour excellency
to our Congress, Is thus respectfully
sueeested and reques’ed.

Here alro, if lvon nlease, a few ex:
pressjons in regard to another extra.
ordinarily uneommon and colngeal and
meritorions undertaking, Intended tn
facilitate the maritime commerce of ol
nations and,. at the same time, to rro-
mote tha materinl develonment and

itable will it be for us to seek close equaled autocratic and accretive and will soon diminish, and eventually ex-.well-being of a long but marrow strip

or section of our New World, a ship
canal across the isthmus of Tehuante-
pec, or Nlcaragua, or Panama, which,
In any case or event, should be an ex-
clusively American canal, regardless of
all impertinent threats of intermeddl-
Ing or Intervention on the part of any
European or other old-world power,

Frequently has fhe question been
asked; as to which of the two gigan-
tic enterprises, the projected intercon-
tineatal railway, or the proposed inter-
oceanlc canal, will probably prove to
be of the greater worth and advantage,
As Intelligently, or somewhat less in-
telligently, might the question be pro-
pounded, which is the longer and the
broader and the more largely and in-
cessantly beneficlal to the world, the
Mississipl river of a continent, or the
mere cow creek of a county? o)

While both the road and the eanal
are eminently worthy of our favorable
consideration and our immediate and
most efficacious endeavors, and in a
manner absolutely indispensable to the
general greatness and grandeur of our
wealth-creating and splendor-fostering
family of American republics, yet I can
but regard the road, in its entirety, for
America and Americans, as at least a
thousand times more worthful and
more {mportant,

Lack of space and Insufficiency of
time alone prevent me from here as-
signing the numerous and various rea-
sons, all sound and incontestable,
which completely fortify and sustain
me in the Impregnable position thus
rightfully assumed.

Robust and well-regulated thoughts
and actions in t%es glorious days of
Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-American
achlevements of strikingly utilitarian
andexpedientand stupendous undertak-
ings, are always in close alliance with
Shakespearian and Baconian and Jef-
fersonian and Emersonlan wisdom, as
likewise with the standard ways of
wisdom of the whole world, on the
right hand; while measurably imprud-
ent and dashing departures from ordin-
ary methods are but too often char-
acteristic of the aberrant genius of
FPoe, or the unwary yet (more for pub.
lic advantage than for private gain)
wholesome Indiscretions of Sc_uyler
Colfax and Oakes Ames, on the left
hand; the undigciplined impulses and
manoeuvers of these last-named gentle-
men being, by way of contrast and
cleverness of expression and practice,
of much inferior profundity and virtue
and honor, and therefore far less
praiseworthy within the comely scope
of brilllant and beneficlal careers his-
torical.

In what 1s meant to be perfectly re-
spectful and highly complimentary al-
lusfon to your excellency, it may, I
think, be fitly remarked that an elderly
head on youthful shoulders is (as the
sald head well knows) never too
old to learn. Although I have no ex-
pectation of evef hearing of your ex-
celelney's beatification as a worshipful
saint this side of heaven, yet barring
occasional and compartively immater-
fal fantasies and slight irregularities
of procedure, my faith Is full and
strong and steadfast {n your large-
brained capacity, your comprehensive
foresight, your energy, yvour vigilance,
your Intrepidity, your Americaniem, and
your salutary and straightforward
statesmanship.

On the 30th ultimeo, in the city of
Mexien, where, auspleiously for the
strengthening of friendly ties, and the
extension of clogser eommercial rela.
tions ‘between the United States and
all the republics of Latin-America, the
Pan-American conference is now in ses-
sion, the momentously important mat-

ter here specineally mentioned, the
proposed International and intercon-
tinental railway through the thres

Americas, was referred to a committee
of nine learend and able and distin-
guished delegates, who will doubtless,
in due time, in the very nature and
fitness of things, indorse and urge the
measure with a liberal share of the
superior wisdom and patriotism which
are now so conspicuougly and per-
manently characteristic of American
statesmanship: whether in North
Ameriea, in Central America, or in
South Ameriea.

The intercontinental and uneqialed
railway thus indleated will run the en-
tire distance from Behring Strait to
the Straits of Magellan; and according
:? nat‘um'.‘«l requirements of construe-

on, It will attain a total le
about 12,000 miles. o -
The entire weight of the elaborate
and official and sustaining literature,
now in our National Library, on Capl-
tol Hill, and partly in other leading
Iibraries thronehont the United States,
on the pre-eminently sunerior subject
of the projected international snd in-
tercontinental railway through _the
three Americas, is upward of forty
pounds avoirdupois; and to this pond-
erous mass of priceless matter addl-
tional documents, of a kindred nature,
are constantly undergoine careful and
prudent preparation. With the most
essential features of these bulky and in-
structive volumes, vour excellenev will,
I trust, find suMcient time to become
adequately familiar,
Though of a dlfferent nature, this
widespreading and commercial and pa-
triotic and civilizing work as a whole,
will be for the United States approxi-
mately as great and grard as was the
Louigiana Purchase; while the aggre-
zate of value and exaltation for all the
other Amerlcan repnblics will even sur-
pass that aggrandizing and magnificent
achievement by Jefferson and Tiving-
ston and Monroe, at Parls, in marvel-
ously guccessful dinlomacy and treaty
there, nenrlv one hwndred vears ARo,
with Marbols and Talleyrand and Nae
polenn,
I have the hanor to be,

With great respect,

Your Excellonav's obadiant servant,
HinTton Rowan Heveen,

Capltal Invested In Clay.

A preliminary census report on clay
nroduets in the Tinited States showg
n total eanital of £147 913,3°8 invested
in the industry in 1920, an increase of
36 nar cent. since 1890,

The nimher of establishments is
6422, a decreare of nlmost 2 per cent,
The returns rhow 105,618 wage earn-
ers, with total waees of $39.534.070.
The value of nroducts 19 $95.443,84°. an
Ineren=a of & ner rant, The cnst nt
materiala, $22.908184, shows sn In.
:::.l“e of over 26 per cent. for the. de-

e. .




