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The Vactory in Asia,

The victory was complete and
far reaching. All the advantages
were against the Americans. The
Spanish seem to have had the
larger fleet. They were in their
own harbor, under their forts, the
battle site of their own choosing,
the resources of the city at their
command. They had their lines
of retreat, The Americans were
thousands of miles from their base
—the nearest port that of Hong
Kong, which was virtually sealed
by the proclamation of neutrality,
A repulse would haye thrown them
upon the questionable hospitality
of China or Japan, given measure-
less moral strength to Spain and
compelled our abandonment of
Asia.

Fought under so many disad-
vantages, as a mere battle this will
be remembered as among the most
brilliant of naval victories, It re-
flects the highest credit upon Com-
modore Dewey, his officers and
men. It was as exact as a mathe-
matical problem. There was that
perfect courage which so often
commands success, There was
fine seamanship—knowing whatto
do and how to do it. Aiming at
the enemy’s heart, the blow was
delivered home. There was no
manoeuvring to draw the enemy
into the open sea as at Tralalgar;
no strategy, no subterfuge. Dewey
showed the Farragut training. Far-
ragut sailed straight into Mobile.
In spite of torpedoes and mines he
moved upon his mark, smashed
his way over every obstacle and
did his work., Dewey, under more
exacting circumstances, followed
his illustrious master., In the
event of a repulse Farragut could
have lallen back upon havens near-
by. There was nothing for Dewey
but unwelcome ports or the open
sea. It was victory or disaster,
T his superb sailor challenged the
alternative and won.

e D
The Causes at Manila,

The Liberal newspaper at Mad-
rid demands of the Cortes that it
“insist on having light thrown
upon the causes of the Manila Jis-
aster.”” Ii, it says, it “were certain
that the destruction of our Philip-
pine squadron and the glorious
death of its crews were attributable
solely to war’s vicissitudes,” it
would weep but not despair. “Un-
fortunately,” it continues, “‘we
have not this consoling certitude.
Unfortunately we are all depressed
with a presentiment that the dis-
aster of last Sunday will be re-
peated in other places owing to the
same causes.”

A consideration of the causes,
obvious in this country, in England
and wherever else the tacts are
known and recognized, justifies the
presentiment,

The Spanish fleet was destroyed
by reason of the superior knowl-
edge and skill of the American
commander, the greater intelli
‘gence and better training of the
Amenrican officers and crews, and
the superior construction, arma
ment and equipment of the Amer-
ican ships.

We had not only better ships
and better guns, but better men
behind the guns.

And this superiority will be man-
ilest whenever and wherever the
ships of the two nations meet in
battle—not to so great an extent
as at Manila, perhaps, but yet suffi-
cient to decide theissue. It isthe
twentieth century (the Americans
are always a little ahead of the
times) against the eighteenth cen-
tury. Progress will beat decad-
ence 1n every field.

The loreboding of the Madnd
paper that “the disaster of Sunday
will be repeated in other places

_-owing to the same causes” is quite
‘t\-:mh to be justified by events.
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West Pointers Take Back § s,

Dissatisfaction to no seui . deg-
ree prevails 2t the present moment
throughout the ranks of the West
Pointers on the army roster. Itis
an open secret and open talk that
in the appointment of officers or-
dered to the front, those in com-
mand of regiments and toall prom-
inent places, the West Pointers
have been completely set aside.
Every officer of the army now in
prominence is an appointment from
civil life.

In corrobation of this fact the
following list is given: Gen. Nel-
son A. Miles, Commander in Chief
ol the army, is a civil appointment;
Colcnel Humphrey, Quartermas-
ter General, is a civil sppointment;
Inspector General Breckinbridee,
Adjutant General Corbin, Adju
tant General Sanger, are all cwil
appointment;, Major Generals
Snafter, Otis, Wade and Merriam
are civil appointments,

As an offset to this it will be
borne in mind that at the close of
the rebellion, every offic:r of
prominence was a West Pointer;
witness the roll call of Grant,
Sherman, Sheridan, Thomas,
Meade, Ayres and a long list of
names familiar to the American
people.

On the Confederate side were
General Joseph E. Johnston, Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee, General Jack-
son, General Wheeler and General
Longstreet, all West Pointers.

Another cause of comment is the
treatment of General Merritt,
whose unpopularity with the pres-
ent Administration is well known
tobe due to the fact that during the
war of the rebellion he was the man
to approve the findings of the court
iartial against Hon. Russell A,
Alger, now Secretary of War.

General Merritt is the ranking
cavalry officer and to him should
have been given the command at
Chickamaugua. Instead of this
General Brooke is the man—Gen-
eral Brooke, of the infantry—while
to General Shatter,another civil ap-
pointment, has been given com-
mand of the army of invasion in
Cuba.
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Virtue that Is Worse than Vice,

That sort of yirtue which is more
revolting than the vice which it
seeks to correct had a shocking
manifestation at East Hampton,
Conn., on Sunday night. A mar-
ried woman who is said to have
neglected her husband and chil-
dren and whose conjugal morals
were believed to be below the
East Hampton standard, was
seized by a party of men while she
strolled abroad in her best rai-
ment with a male companion. The
regulators of conduct tied the es-
cort to a tree and made him an
enforced spectator of the improv-
ing ceremonies that ensued. The
woman was stripped naked and
tarred aml feathered. Then per-
mission was given her to make a
frenzied run to her home, a mile
distant, her only covering being
such garments as she could carry
in her hands,

Were this woman, put to such
shame and torture, twenty times as
guilty asthat sther woman brought
betfore a pitying judge more than
eighteen centuries ago, she would
still be incomparably the moral
superior of the male things of East
Hampton who so maltreated her
and imputed their barbarity unto
themselves as righteousness. Cru
elty, brutality and cowardice de-
serve a heavier penalty than the
law will provide should these vir-
tuous miscreants be detected and
arrested. Cat-o’-nine tails is
needed for such backs as theirs, {or
with each welt raised by the en-
lightening thongs there might pen-
etrate to the East Hampton con-
sciousness a perception of the use-
ful truth that there are more kinds
of sin, more kinds of depravity,
more kinds of baseness than one.

Let us hope that these loathsome
Connecticut brutes will be hunted
down and exposed and jailed,
They are Weylers in little, and un-
fit for civilized society and normal

human association,
e -

Empty Hopes of the Quesn Regent.

“Not one foot of our territory,

not one stone of our fortresses,”
said Thiers, with characteristic
braggadocio, when treating with
Bismarck for a pea e of which the
Prussian had the absolute power to
dictate the conditions.

Everybody knows the sequel.
France had the oratorical fervor—
Germany took Alsace and Lor-
raine.

To-day the Queen Regent of
Spain, in the face of impending cal-
amity to her nation which her Gov-
ernment is powerless to avert,
sounds a note of defiance, The
United States is not prepared for

without any animating spirit of

national enthwsiasm. Spain is
ready to do all and Care all i1 de-
fense of national honor. Tnis and
more to the same effect the hap-
less Queen who guards the baby
occupant of a tottering throne says
in the face of sweeping national dis-
aster,

On the day the Bastile tell King
Louis could think of nothing of
importance to note in lis diary ex-
cept the fruits of his day's huating
of the stag. Perhaps the interview
with the Queen Regent will go
down to history with that famous
illustration of the blindness ot
monarchs to the vital 1acts ol the
hour,

—————

The Calibre of Cannon,

All modern armies have reduced
the calibre of their rifles and their
field cannon. It looks now as it
all modern navies have equal
reason for reducing the extreme
calibre of their cannon.

Commodore Schley calls atten-
tion to the fact, demonstrated at
Manila, that in action the 8 inch
gun is more effective than guns ol
greater calibre. It does all the
damage desired. It pierces any
armor that any ship can float
under. It can be fired much more
rapidly than any 10, 12 or 13 inch
gun, It requires fewer men and
less machinery to operate it, And
finally it costs less to make and less
to fire, while its endurance is
greater,

Even the 6 inch gun does its
work. We have guns of that cal-
ibre in the defences of New York
harbor that have penetrated twice
or thrice the thickness of armor
that any ship carries. And the
gun that sends a shell inside a ship
and explodes it there is amply suf-
ficient for all purposes of war.

In great fortihcations and even
on naval vessels the 12 and 13 inch
guns will doubtless continue to be
used somewhat. But the 5 and 6
and 8 inch guns seem destined to
be the main reliance.

In the long struggle between
ordnance and armament the guns
have clearly had the best of it,

e —————
A Yopular Loan,

It the Senate agrees to that feat-
ure of the war reveaue bill, says
the Boston Fost, providing for a
new loan, as passi:d by the House,
it will be the most distinctly popu-
lar loan ever offered in this coun-
try.

By issuing bonds of as low de-
nomination as $25, subscription
will be within the reach of the
great mass of the people, and the
money for national detense will be
furnished, not as a speculation by
syndicates and bankers, but as a
patriotic loan from the people
themselves.

For a great many reasons, this
would be the most desirable way of
placing a war loan. The majority
of our people undoubtedly would
b2come bondholders, and the gov-
ernment would be so much
strengthened on the financial side
by the direct personal interest of
its creditors, the people. And as
United States bonds have a way of
appreciating in value, the profit
from the inevitable advance would
go where it would do the most
good, directly into the pockets of
the people.

e I W —
Making & New Precedent,

The question what we shall do
with the Philippines is one that
does notl urgently demand a pres-
ent solution. One thing is certain.
We must not restore them to Spain,
Any people once torn from the
grasp of that brutal and bloedy
nation must never be returned to
them,

We shall settle the future of the
Philippines according to our ma-
ture view of the general welfare,
especially of our own, and most
especially of that ot our Pacific
coast, long neglected, but now
rising to tremendous importance
in the affairs of the world We
have a vast Pacific empire, which
in time will be the greatest domain
upon the world’s greatest ocean.
We must saleguard it by every
means in our power. The dispo-
sition we make of the Philippines
will be a matter of vital importance
to that mighty Western domain of
ours, and it demands careful and
leisurely consideration.

———————

Is NOT the anxiety of ‘““‘the pow-
era” to know what we intend doing
with the Philippines just a trifle
premature? Would it not be ad-
visable to wait until the Manila
cable service is restored befors
deciding what we are going to do
with the islands? We have dis
posed of the fox, but are we sure
we have caught the hare?

Curiosity of Longevity,

It Maffens, the historian of the
Indies, can be believed, one Nie-
mas de Cogna, a native of Bengal,
lived to the astonishing age of
three hunared and seventy years,
Although this story is confirmed
by Lopez Castegueds, who at the
time of Cogna’s death, in 1556, was
historiographer royal of Portugal,
and although it is altogether the
best proved instance of so great
longevity, its correctness has been
somewhat doubted. But whether
or not Cogna or his friends mistook
the time of his birth by a century
or two, there is no denying him
the distinction of having reached
the greatest ~ge of which we have
anything like reliable data. He
is described as a man of great sim-
plicity of habit, and of very easy
and quiet manners; though wholly
illiterate, he was possessed of a
memory so remarkable that he
could recite the minutest details
relating to most of even the daily
events of two and a half centuries,
He is said to have had many wives
during his long life, and it is re-
lated that the color of his hair and
beard changed several times from
black to grey and trom grey to
nlack.

The next greatest instance of
longevity known to us is that of
Peter Zoctron, a French peasant,
whose death is recorded on Janu-
ary 25, 1724, at the remarkable age
of one hundred and eighty-three
years, Immediately succeeding
Zoctron is the instance of Lousa
Truxo. This person w¥as a negress,
of Tucomia, in South America,
who, in October, 1780, had reached
the age of one hundred and
seventy-five years, and was living
in so good a degree of health that
she promised many years in addi-
tion.

However extraordinary* these
facts, a family by the name of
Rovin, which resided about 1730
in Tunirvax, France, furnished
three particulars, each of which is
without a known parallel. First,
the combined ages of the parents
amounted to thrze hundred and
thirty-cight years, the father, John
Rovin, being one hundied and
seventy-four, and the mother,
Sarah, being one hundred and
sixty-four. Second, they had
been married one hundred and
forty-seven years, and what is
nearly as extraordinary, “they
lived throughout this very long
period in much peace and content-
ment.”” Third, at the time of their
death they had three children liv-
ing, the youngest of whom was
one hundred and sixteen years
old.

England next enters the list, and
furnishes three remarkable in-
stances ot long lite in Henry Jen-
kins, Thomas Parr, and Lady Ac-
ton. The first, a native of York-
shire, lived to the age of one hun-
dred and sixty-nine years, and
once gave evidence in a court of
justize on a circumstance which
had happened one hundred and
forty years before. In his time
three queens and one king were
beheaded, a Spanish and a Scottish
king were seated on the throne of
England, and a score of revolu-
tions had spent their fury and
wrought their effects. Jenkins
died in 1670 at Ellerton, * * *
Lady Acton, an Englishwoman of
quiet manners and even temper,
was the widow of John Francis
Edward Acton. She was born in
1736, and her death was announced
by the London Zimes, was at the
very mature age of one hundred
and thirty-seven years.

i AR res
Cuba’s Riches and Resources,

Few persons have any conception of
the vast riches and resources of Cuba
When the war is ended and good gov-
ernment is established upon that island
many avenues will be opened for making
money, New industries will spring up,
and those that have been paralyzed for
the past two years will be resumed with
renewed vigor. No country presents
such a variety of promising opportuni-
tles,

The tobacco industry, which bhas been
stayed so long, will be resumed once
more, and smokers will again revel in
the fragrant weed ot Cuba. The famous
Havana tobacco is produced on the ex
treme west end of the southern coast,
on a strip ot land called the Vuelta
Abaja. This strip is only about twenty
miles wide and eighty miles long, ex-
tending from Rio Hondo to Cuyagueteja
and the River Mantau, Next in value
to the Havana tobacco is that which 1s
grown from an area of 54 miles, called
the Mavari. While these two tracts
produce the finest gqualities of tobacco,
that which is grown in other parts of the
island equals, and in most instances
excels, tobacco grown n any other
country.

The silk industry has a great tuture
before it in Cuba, While it has never
attained much prominence, authorities
claim that it is the ideal country in which
to grow the silkworm., The mulberry
tree, in which the silk worm flourishes
so well, grows to perfection there. For
several years silk has been produced
profitably in certain parts of Mexico,
whose chmate lasimilar to that of Cuba,

.y

So far little has been done to develop
the mineral resources of Cuba, though
it abounds in them. Gold is to be tound
iu small gquantities in many of the rivers,
and silver, iron, copper and quicksilver
have been mined, though not profitably.
Asphalt, in all its various torms, from
the liquid to the crystal, can be found in
many parts of the island. This will be
one of the largest industries there within
a short time. [n some places petroleum
runs out of the rents in the rocks, and
abundant springs of it are to be found in
the eastern part. Mineral springs,
scattered all over the island, possess
splendid medicinal qualities.

The f{uture ot the lumber trade is
particularly bright. Some of the finest
hard woods are to be found in the torests,
such as the quiebra hacha (the axe
breaker), which, for the manufacture of
fine turniture, is unexcelled. It was
from: the lumber of the forests of Cuba
that the famous marquetry work in the
apartments of the Escurial was made
oy Philip II. The accessibility ol the
forests from the shipping ports will give
a decided advantage over countrics like
San Domingo.

About 200 harbors can be developed
on the coast of Cuba and this will give
it an advantage for shipping facilities
that no other country possesses,

Although production of sugar from
the cane is not so profitable as n the
past, and many doubt whether it will be
able to compete with the low prices of
beet root sugar, there will always be
certain productions ol the sugar cane
that can never he substituted, The
peculiar soil ot Cuba is specially adapted
for growing suga: cane, and it does not
require anything hke the amount of
cultivation there that it does 1n other
countries,

Almost everything that the planter
needs in the way of food can be raised
on s plantation, Coffee, another
product that has not been grown much
for some years, will doubtless be made
profitable under civilization. The quan-
tity of cocoa that can be grown on an
acre of ground is something wonderful.
The lowlands are particularly adapted
to the production of rice. Corn, sago,
yuca. indigo and cotton are smong some
of the other products. All of the fruits
to be found in tropical climates grow in
Cuba and furnish the inhabitants with
every delicacy in this line.

e —

SucGAR EATING NATIONS, —The sugar
crop of the world amounts in a normal
year to about 8,000,000 t"mns, of which
the laiger part, about 4,500,000 tomns,
comes from beets and the balance,
3,500,000 tons, irom sugar cane., Of the
latter, the largest proportion come s irom
the West Indies and a large amount
from the island of Java. Among the
countries producing beet sugar, Ger-
teany comes first, with about one-third

"of the world’s crop; then Austri;, with

almost as much; and then France, Rus-
sia, and Belgium and Holland together,
with substantially the same quantity,
In respect of the production of beet sugar
in the United States, there has been a
vast increase since the establishment of
the McKinley tariff in 18go. The year
previous the American product was
2,800 tons. Two years later it was
12,000 toms, Four years later it was
20,000 tons. Last year it was 43,000
tons, and the product is on the increase.
‘The McKinley tariff established between
July 1, 18gx, and July 1, 1905, a bounty
to be paid by the United States Govern-
ment to sugar producers, with a view ot
stimulating the industry and compensat-
ing those engaged in it for the changes
made in the duty upon imported sugar.
Among scientists the opinion has been
general that a moderate amount ot
sugar, hke a moderate amount of salt,
should enter into the dietary of the peo-
ple of each nation; but it 1s only when
the figures of the consumption of sugar
are examined that it is seen that the
quantity consume varies radically, and
it is a curious fact that in those coun-
tries in which the maritime spirit—the
spirit of navigation, commerce, travel
and colonization—is strong there is a
very considerable consumption of sugar
per capila; whereas in those countries
in which these qualities are not predoia-
inantamong the inhabitants the con-
sumption 1s smaller. In England, first
among the maritime nations of the
world,the consumption of sugar is 6 1bs.
a year lor each inhabitant, In Denmark
it Is 45, in Holland 31, in France 30, and
in Norway and Sweden 25, whereas in
Russia it 1s only 10, in Italy 7, in Turkey
7.in Greece 6, and in Servia 4. The
consumption of sugar seems to have
very little connection with or relation to
the production of sugar; for in Austria,
the sugar product ol which is large, the
average consumption is only 19 pounds,
while in Switzerland, in which there i»
no production to speak of, it is 14, And
another curious phase of the matter is
that there is a great disparity in the
consumptionof sugar n the tea drinking
countries, England and Russia. The
large amount of sugar consumed in
France is attributed in part to the fact
that the French confectioners and candy
makers, and more especially those doing
business 1n the cicy of Paris, use in their
trade enormous quantities of sugar ina
year, adding abnormally to the average
consumption of sugar in the French
Republic,

-

This story 15 told in Boston of Col T.
W. Higgmson. He wastraveling in the
South a few years after the war, and
chanced to fall into talk with an old
farmer who had engaged a number of
old soldiers to helpin the haying **You
see over there where those four men are
working?’ asked the farmer. .*'Well,
all of ’em fought in the war. One of
'em was a private, one of 'em was a
corporal, one of 'em was a major, and
that man "way over there in the corner
was a colonel.” “Are they good men?”
asked Higginson. ‘“‘Well,”" said the
farmer, *'that private's a first class man,
and the corporal’s pretty good, too.”
““But how about the major and the
colonel?” ‘“The major’s so-s0,” said
the farmer, *“"But the colonel?"”’ »Well,
I don’t want to say nothin® against any
man who was a colonel in the war,”
‘said the farmer, ‘but I've made wp my

mind I won't hire no brigadier genes-
*‘”

-
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DUR FOREIGN NEWS.

Transiated and Selected [from teading
Buropeanpapersfov the SENTINEL.

ENGLAND.
UNITED STATES AND SPAIN
Tomes—London, April 20.

In view of the recent development of
warlike feeling at Madrid, it cannot be
supposed that delay on the American
side would do any good, hence it is
better that what the President has to do
should be done quickly. It is, however,
surprising to learn that he alone in
Washington, with the possible exception
of Archbishop Ireland, still believes in
the possibpility of peace. A peaceful
solution would doubtless still be possible
if both Governments were sincerely
desirous to avoid war. But, however
nghtly Mr. Goldwin Smith m 'y have
gauged the feelings of the American
people when he says that they have been
hurried into a situation which they had
no real wish to occupy, it is quite plain
that Congress means war, and it is no
less evident that the Spanish people too
in the mood to which they have been
wrought up, are quite unable to give
dispassionate consideration to any issue
but war. It is quite conceivable that
both nations will in the long rui have
reason to regret the decision at which
both have arrived. Had Spain been
able to consider her real interests with
coolness a few months, or even a few
weeks, ago, she could have found a way
out of her difficulties which would not
have aerogated at all from her dignity,
however it might have offended vested
interests, Had the American people
enjoyed the advantage of more calm and
statesmanlike guidance than has been
found in Congress they might with
patience and courtesy have secured for
the Cubans an emancipation much more
to the Cuban mind than any that is likely
to result from the defeat of Spain, * *

That regret 1s none the less keen be-
cause this country and its Government
have been ulike powerless to avert the
mischie! which both deplore, Itis rarely
useful, and it is always serious, to inter-
fere in other people’s quarrels, while in
this case both parties are particularly
sensitive. Mr. Baifour last night ex
plained the very modest part played by
Her Majesty’s Goyernment in joining
with other Powers to make a friendly
representation in favor of peace * *
® % % * That thesympathy with the
United States which is the general at
titude of this country 1s fully appreciated
in America is oroved by the gratifying
change of tone in treating of English
affairs, as well as by such striking inci-
dents : s the proposal to pay the sum due
under the Behring arbitration made by
none other than Mr, Lodge, hitherto
tound among our detractors.

THR NoN-ALcoHOLIC CRAZE

Daily Telegraph—london, April 19,

Total abstainers are understood to be
divided into two classes, according as
thev are incurable suffererstrom the an-
ti-alcoholic craze or occasionally enjoy
lucid intervals. Those of the latter
class are content with abstaining rigidly
lrom alcohol as a beverage, but are
willing to take or administer 1t in ex
treme emergencies as a medicine, The
former class counsists of the suicidal and
homicidal Junatics who hold that death
by collapse, whether for themselves or
others, is preferable to touching the lite
saving but accursed thing. Asa speci
men of criminal folly this is impossible
to beat; but for sheer unmixed fatuily
of the harmless order, for pure intellec-
tual idiocy unadulterated with any i
gredient of moral perversity and involy-
ing no danger to human life or offence
against public policy, the American
Women’s Temperance Union ““romps
in'' an easy wi ner, For these ladies
have conscientiously convinced them
selves that it is sinful not only:to imbibe
alcohol, but to fling it against the side
of a ship of war. At the recent *‘chris-
tening’’ of the new American battleship
Kentucky they protested, it seems,
‘*against the use ofthe customary bottle
of champagne,’” and so successfully that
but for the prompt and resolute action
of some hundreds of gentlemen hailing
from the vessel's namesake State she
would have entered upon her first voy-
age fortified by no more auspicious
viaticum than the contents of a water
bottle, For it was actually with this
miserable “send offi”’ that the Kentucky
would have left theslips at Newport the
other day if it had not been for the
patriotic Kentuckians aforesaid. Ap-
prised, however, of the indignity about
to be offered to her, and anxious to
avert the fatal comsequences which
might have resulted from the discour
agement of her paralyzed crew, they
each of them took the precaution ot
bringing with them a bottle of the
“wine of the country,’’ and as the noble
vessel went down the ways they did the
christening for themselves; so that it
was with her hull streaming with good
Kentucky whiskey that she ultimately
took the seas, Whether it be cham-
pagne or whiskey, 1t will be so speedily
diluted by many times its own bulk of
salt water that the material influence
upon the ship can be only infinitesimal.
But tue moral influence o1 the ceremony
18 the thing to be considered; and we
conceive nothing more calculated to
unnerve the arm and to chill the heart
of a gallant tar ot any nationality than
the reflection that the vessel to which
he has commitied his own lile and which
may in a sense be said to carry the
fortunes of his country has been chris-
tened with a bottle of water.

Daily News—London, April 16

The advocates of temperance are very
naturally making the most of the fact
that the battle of the Atbara was won on
tea and coffee, At a meeting of the
‘Society for the Study of Inebriety, on

Thursday, Lady Elizaveth Biddulpb,
who has just returned from Cairo, seid

that the Sirdar sent back all the beer
from the front. This was his first warn-
ing. When asupply of whiskey—made in
Germany at §3. a dozen—was sent to
supply its place, he simply offered it 1or
refreshment to the sands of the desert,
and they arank it to the last drop. The
speaker seemed to think that this cir-
cumstance had escaped the notice of the
press. As a matter of fact, it was men-
tioned by our Special Correspondent,
and we drew attention to it at the time.
WEhiskey at ss. a dozen, or, for that
malter, atany number of shillings, might
have led to a very different result at the
Atbara, as it matured to liquid fire in
brains of the consumers, under a tropical
sun. The men were so exhausted by
the long night march and the fierce
battle, that they slept, in the full glare
of the sun, immediately after the victory.
The Sirdar let them have the ir sleep out,
though he had ordered their immediate
withdrawal trom the neighborhood of
the pestilential camp. Ifihere had b-en
any whiskey at hand, it might have been
impossible to move the whole army,
without the aid of the London police

The battle was fought on Nile water,
purified by the Pasteur filter, and then
converted intothe cup that cheers. The
publicans must feel but shght interest 1n
this war,

Western Dagly Mercury—|.ondon,
April 19

The lovers of temperance drinks will
suffer a rude shock at the tone ol the
article in the current number of the Csy.
ilian. It is the practice of teetotallers
to drink cheerfully whatever is offered
them in the name of temperance, and to
ask no questions for consciences’ sake,
The organ of the Inland Revenue offi-
cers, however, appears to view this
course with disfavor, and to look with
inquisitorial suspicion on the beer sub-
stitutes. This journal reminds us that
oul of five or six hundred samples analy-
zed in a year, more than half are sent up
from two or Lhree districts, and suggests
that as the drinks are sold largely
throughout the Kingdom total abstainers
have been ignorantly cultivating a taste
for alcohol. Itis hard to believe, how-
ever, that people would order repeate
doses of these liquors to such an extent
as to makse the consumpticn perceptible
in the way ol a stimulus, Drinks of this
kind have not such a fascinating quality
about them. The real difficulty in ad-
vancing the cause of temperance 1sto
introduce a beverage that shall, while
avoiding the semblance of wine, be as
appetizing as the limht wines ot Frante,
which are a part ot almost every dinner
there. But there is great weight in the
complaint that when an alleged ‘‘tem-
perance’ liquor 15 found to be over
weighted wath alcohol 1t is the retailer,
not the manufacturer, who suffers If
the evil be at all a serious one the remedy
must be found in mulcting the manu-
facturer in heavy penalties,not in attack-
ing a stray retailer here and there, The
excise grievance, at worst, is not against
the vendor. Most of the drinks are sold
by innkeepers, who have licenses, and
gladly taken up the sale in order that
they may satisly every variety of cus-
tomer,% It is thebeer duty which is lost;in
most instances the seller has a power to
offer the article under whatever name it
be called. The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer will, theretore, have to work
out this matter at the fountain head—
that is, if there be any need to, which
many people will doubt.

| PAN AND RUSSIA
Asiatic Quarlerly Review.

The contiguily of the Korean penin-
sula to the coast ol Japan at Nagato
province makes it impossible for Japan
to assent to the establishme nt of Russia
or any other nation at a point so dan-
s+ erously close 1o the Japanese coasts as
Fusan. Were Russia to acquire this
Korean port the dominions of the Tzar
would be distant only thirty miles or a
little more Irom the territory of the
Mikado, With Russia it is a mere ex-
tension of her Irontier—with [apan 1t is
a matter ol national life or death.
Whilst it is constantly urged that Russia
only demands an ice free port for her
Pacific trade, it is patent that were only
such legitimate use to be made ot the
place, the accommodation could easily
have been obtained by her without any
encroachment upon the domamn of an
unarmed and utterly defenseless mon-
arch. Japan would bhave been willing
that the Russians should have made as
iree use of the always ice free harbor of
Hakodate, in Yesso, for example, as
they do now of Nagasaki in the south,
where they have always been welcome,
and have been a.customed to winter and
coal their ships for many years past.
Moreover, in Corea itself they have been
empowered to estadlish a coaling station
at Chemulpo side by side with the Jap
anese, and there could be no objection
to the:r leasing a plot of ground on
Detr Island at Fusan, tor coaling alone,
in the way Japan has already done on
that island, but to purchase land out-
right would be an intraction of the Yam-
agata Lobanofi treaty, and Korea has
no justification tor permanently parting
with it to the Tzar. The difficulty we
encounter iz dealing with the politics of
the Far East is to recognize that we have
prejudices ta rnid ourselves of in regard
to Japan. Among a still numerous sec-
tion] of the British public the feeling
exists that Japan’s inhabitants are but
ore step removed trom a condition of
barbarism. The notion does us no more
credit than it coes the Chinese when
they class us ~and outside nations in
general—as savages.

Were it necessary to adduce proof of
the claims to our respect possessed by
the Japanese, we might find it in the
undoubted antiquity of their agriculture.
At the time when Julius Caesar found
~ur own islands to be inhabited by the
ancient Britons, who really merited the
title of barbarians, Japan was ruled by
the Mikado Sujin— 8. C. 97-29-—and this
is the text of one of his edicts:—Agri-
culture is the great foundation of the
empire, IL 1s that upon which the
peopie depend for their subsistence. At
present the water Hanida and Sayama
in Kawachi is scarce, and, therefore the
peasants of that province are remiss in

g

their husbandry, Open up, therefore,
abundance of ponds and runnels, and so
develop the industry ot the people.”’
Many of the artificial lakes constructed
for irrigation purposes in obedience
to this edict exist among the hills of
Central Japan to this day, and the sys-
tem of cultivation in which Japan stands
unrivalled dates from before the Chris-
tian era,

The Japanese have superposec a later
civilization upon the venerable system
which they possessed from time imme-
morial, and have not emerged from a
state of darkness into light, but rather
may be said to have added electricity to
the fairly good illumination which they
had before. They are a people whose
experience g oes back to remote ages In
all that is not of western Lrigin, and
their remarkable aptitude 1n adapting
themselves to changed conditions should
entitle them to our esteem, For the
future, Japan, if toiled in her efforts in
one direction, will try another. She is
bent upon finding tertile soil for her
superabundant labor. She aims at the
extension ofgher power and prestige.
The English speaking nations of the
earth were the first to bring her to their
way of thinking in regard to the value of
modern improvements, and are respou-
sible it she has gone beyond them in her
efforts, now that her ambition is fully
woused,  The nation which first secures
the hearty co-operation of Japan in %
Eastern policy will beiaa position to
set at naugh! all the efforts of other
European Powers to attain an ascend-
ency there,

WHAT Was tHE FaTe or Lovis XVII?

Morning Advertiser—Londonr.,

Of all curious historical mysteries
perhaps the fate of the unfortunate
French King. Louis XVII., who never
reigned, is the most remarkable, and
public attention in Paris has once more
been directed to the enigma of his fate,
The received account used to be, that
this ill fated son of Louis XVI. died a
prisoner in the Temple at Paris, at the
age of ten years, during the first French
Republic. In suppert of this statement
is cited the testimony of the doctor who
was employed to make a post mortem
examination of the body. It is true that
the doctor did not know Louis XVII.
personally, but he could hardly have
made a mistake between the corpse of
a boy of ten and that of a youth of four-
teen—for it has been pretended that a
lad of that age was substituted for Louis
XVIL in prison, so that the phantom
King of “rance escaped and survived,
It may be added that the boy King’s
sister, the Duchesse d’Angouleme, who
was with him during his last hours,
firmly believed that it was her brother
whose death in prison she witnessed,
Whea the medical examination was
over, the lad's heart was carried off by
the doctor in one ot his pockets and
preserved in a bottle of spirit, which he
preserved for twelve years in his library.
At the end of that time the royal heart
had become completely *cured,” so
that the doctor was able to remove it
from the bottle and put it in a drawer of
his writing taple as a curious relic, the
secret of which one other man alone
knew. There it remained during the
whole ot the revolutionary period and
the wars of Napoleon [., until the resto-
ration of the Bourbons in 1814. The
doctor then offered to Louis XVIII thé”
pickled heart of Louis XVII, and an
inquiry was instituted into the circum-
stances of its preservation. The Duch-
esse d’Angouleme was consulted, but as
matters continued to drag on, the royal
heart was at last confided to the custedy
of the Archbishop of Paris, who put it
into a crystal vase, bearing the name of
the dead King,

For some reason or other the Bour-
bons were unwilling to purchase the
relic. and when the revolution of 3830
broke out, and the mob pillaged the
Archiepiscopal Palace, the crystal vase
was smashed to pieces, and the royal
heart tound among the debris The
doctor’s son—for the doctor was then
dead--recovered the relic, which re-
mained an heirloom in his possessian
till his death in 187q. [t then passed to
a cousin, and was nextin the possession
of M. Edouard Dumont, who preserved
it religiously in his villa near Paris. It
resembles a piece of dried reddish
material, and has once more been
placed in a crystal vase, which bears the
letters +' Louis XVIL." and a fewr de lis.
M. Dumont, thinking it ought to belong
to a royal personage related to the
Bourbons, handed it over last year to
Don Carlos. Such is the curious history
of this royal heart, and no human rehia
has ever had a more remarkable one.
M Sardou, however, the eminent dra-

matist, has, in his new play, *'Pamela,’ ***~

adopted the other theory that Louis
XVII. did escape from his prison in the
Temple, and there was some years ago
a rumor that he had grown up and had
a son, who was the rightful King of
Fraace The fate of Louis XVII. may,
however, be regarded as practically
settled by the statements which have
been made above. The Bourbons
themselyes evidently accepted his death
as a fact, because at the Restoration his
uncle ascended the throme under the
style of Louis XVIII , the fiction being
preserved that he had reigned, whereas
he ne.er reigned at all.
- R

The Spanish first class battleship
Pelayo will, should she have to face the
American wars ips. find herselt in the
unique and unpleasant predicament of
being the one and only first class battle-
ship that the Spaniards can safely bring
into action. She was built at La Seéyne
in 1887, and is, therefore, as battleships
g0, none touv modern. She has, how-
ever, been reboilersd, but still retains
her old coa'eating *'compound’” engines,
which will leave little, if any, coal in her
800 ton bunkers after she has crossed
the Atlantic. She displaces 9,900 tons,
and is reputed capable of 16,7 knots
under forced draught. She is heavily
armorzd with a steel belt, varyiog frown
11 8 Inches to 17.7 inches, extending
along the whole water line, but afford-
ing no protection to the base of the
barbettes, which are thus open to demo

lition by well placed shells,
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