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The Khyber Fass and the Afridi,
Macmillan’s Magazine.

The Khyber Pass has always
been to Englishmen a place of ill
repute, rivalling in its gloomy as-
sociations the Black Hole ot Cal-
cutta or the Well of Cawnpore;
and never did any place appear to
me to deserve an evil reputation
more truly than the famous pass
as I first saw 1t one bleak stormy
day at the end of last year. * *
We were marching up the Khyber
as part of a force destined to clear
the Pass and reopen the trade route
to Afghanistan, and knowing that,
at best, our occupation must last
several months, we regarded the
country through which we were
travelling with very mixed feel-
ings. Hitherto we had been
marching through an enemy’s
country, had razed his towers and
fortifications, and had felt the pride
of knowing that we had been where
no white man had ever set foot
before. Now we were in what is
practically British territory,march-
ing along a road which the Gov-
ernment of India is pledged to keep
open and in good repair, while all
round us were our own forts and
strongholds in absolute ruin. As
we descended to the open space
abeve the Khyber stream, where
we were to encamp, just below the
historic fort of Ali Musjid, we be-
gan to realize the damage done us
by the Afridis. The caravanserai,
in peace time crowded twice a
week by the heavily laden cara-
vans passing between India and
Afghanistan, no longer existed.
The barracks of the Khyber Rifles
were in ruins; and of the fort itself
little remained but the outer walls
and towers, too solid to be des-
troyed without dynamite. In fact
throughout the whole length ot the
British Khyber, from Lundi Kotal
to Fort Maude, almost under the
noses of our guns at Jamrud, a de-
termined attempt had been made
to wipe out every trace of English
authority, There was notan Eng-
lishman in the force which entered
the Pass that day who did not un-
derstand what the effect on the
whole frontier would be if we were
to fail to inflict condign punish-
ment on the tribes for such an act
of daring insolence, * *
 The Afridi is by nature and train-
ing a skilful skirmisher and a
splendid shot; his very life depends
upon his being both. Rare indeed
is it that the tribes are not at open
hostility among themselves, whiie
within the tribe, and even within
the family, blood feuds are so com-
mon that every Afridi has far more
enemies than friends, A strictcode
regulates the prosacution of these
feuds. During seed time and har-
vest, or during the progress of a
sacred war, all quarrels are laid
aside; and at all timesthe persons of
women and children are inviolate.
But with these exceptions their
feuds are persecuted with a vindic-
tiveness to which the history of the
Scottish Highlands in the wildest
times can offer no parallel. An
Arakzai, who owned a house just
belo v a spot which my picquet oc
cupied for some time on the Sam-
pagher Pass, one day pointed out
to me another house within twenty
aces of his own, There, he said,
ived his enemy, and then he went
on to describe with the utmost
pride how he had killed the father
of the present owner after waiting
nine whsle months in his tower for
a shot, his food and water being
brought him by the women of his
household, who also were respon
sible for the proper tending of the
fields and cattle of the estate, until
this somew hat protracted stalk had
been brought to a successful issue,
It is this state of affairs which
makes the possession of a good
rifle the dearest ambition of a fron
tier tribesman, a good Government
Martini being always worth over
three hundred rupees, an immense
sum of money to a people as poor
as the Afridis, The difficulties ex-
perienced by the headmen of the
tribes in collecting the rifles for
the fines we have imposed may be
easily imagined, when it is realized
that the greater number of these
rifles must come from men with
blood teuds on their hands to
whom the sacrifice of their arms
means sooner or later the sacrifice
of their lives. A charming story
is told of the Kamber Khels, illus-
trating how cheaply the tribesmen
regard human lile. A moollah of
the tribe once in a moment of can-
dor expressed his regret to his
flock that no sacred man among
them had yet been called upon to
lay down his life for his religion,
aileging that the presence in their
midst of the tomb of so holy a
man would be of the highest value
both from a spiritual and a prac
tical point of view, spiritually be-
cause the Prophet would regard
them all henceforth with greater
favor, practically because devout
pilgrims attracted to the shrine
would enrich the whole tribe b
their gifts. The Kambers too
counsel together, laid hold of the
moollah and slew him; and then
having erected a sui able shrine
over his corpse, felt that they had
done all that was in their power to
remove a reproach which reflected
upon the whole tribe,
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Brack Rain,—Red rain is a not
uncommon occurrence, nor is
black rain in large manufacturing
centres. The drizzle which so fre-
quently falls on the northeast coast
when the wind is from the sea is
usually black in Newcastle. But
black rain, so black as to obscure
the sky and send birds to roost in
the middle of the day,must bearare
occurrence in agricultural Ireland,
A remarkable fall of black rain
which was experienced in the Mul
lingar district on March 30 is des-
cribed in the current issue of the
Meteorological Magasine by Mr.
John Ringwood, of Kells. The
fall extended over an area of about
thirty miles in length and at least
sixteen in width, While the rain
was being precipitated lamps had
to be lighted in shops and houses,
birds roosted, and many people
suspected that the last trump was
about to sound. The coloring mat-
ter of rain was simply soot, and,
according to Mr. Ringwood, we

of northern England may reason
ably be suspected of having sup-

plied it. His theory to account for
the presence of so enormous a
quantity of soot in a country so far
removed from large manufacturing
towns is that during the previous
week there had blown strong winds
from the northeast, which winds
collected the soot from the manu-
facturing towns ol northern Eng-
land and southern Scotlaad, and
carried it at a high altitude in a
southwesterly direction, causing
Jovely sunsets similar to those
which folloved the eruption of
Krakatoa. When the soot laden
air current met a meoist wind from
the southwest, the latter parted
with its moisture and the former
with its soot. Hence Ireland’s
black rain was a sequel to our
northeasterly gales.—Znglish Me-
chanc,

Mine Salting,
Chambers's Journal.

The methods ol salting adopted
are almost as various as the mines
doctored. The simplest, and prob-
ably one ot the earliest, means of
salting in the case of gold mines,
is whatis known as the “nail trick.”
In this, the prospector, who 1s
washing a dish o! alluvial or
crushed quartz, has concealed
in his fingernails som¢ fine parti-
cles of gold. Soon after starting
to wash he finds it necessary to
puddle the dirt with his hands in
order to break up the clayey sub.
stances, and of course while he is
puddling, the gold s freed and
goes into the prospect, eventually
making that pretty “corner’” which
the speculator so likes tosee. Per-
haps, however, the nefarious pros-
pector has his nails too short for
this trick, and he will then resort
to the expedient of shooting fine
gold into the dish from his mouth
whenever he gets an opportunity
ot doing so without being obser-
ved. * * * GSometimesit hap-
pens that a really good property is
salted, Thus one ofthe large mines
now working at Broken Hill, and
which has turned out an enormous
quantity of silver and lead, was
originally sold on a salt of several
tons of ore conveved from a neigh-
boring mine, and carefully stacked
about an outcrop. In New South
Wales a gold mine that paid divi-
dends for years was sold in the
same way. On the faith of the
promising “‘surface show,"” a shaft
was sunk, and at about two hun-
dred feet a splendid boc y of aurifer-
ous stone was struck., InTasmania
an alluvial tin mine which had been
salted led the purchasers to the
discovery of a gold reef which
lamply repaid them for their out-
ay. .
A few instances of remarkable
cases of salting may be interesting,
Many persons will perhaps remem-
ber the great tin mine salting case
in Canada, which was probably the
most cleverly contrived swindle of
its kind onrecord. Theoperators,
two in number, purchased from
time to time some small parcels of
tin-ore in Cornwall, and shipped
it to Toronto, taking care never to
send more than a few bags in any

one vessel. From Toronto the ore
was talkken out Weat somc Bumlicuds

of miles and carefully planted
along a granite ridge, the work
of shipping and planting taking
about twelve months to accom-
plish, The salters then leit the
scene and remained away for some
three years. At the end of that
time it was suddenly announced at
Quebec that what appeared to be
a large and rich tin field had been
discovered in the West, and a claim
had been put in for the government
reward of (I think) sixty thousand
dollars, which had beem several
years on offer for such a discovery.
As might be expected, considera-
ble excitement was manifested
over the reported find, and when
the government expert who was
sent to inspect the property pro-
nounced the discovery to be gen-
uine, there was quite a rush of
prospectors and speculators to the
West anxious to peg out or to pur-
chase tin claims. Meanwhile a
company was formed to work the
reward claims; and just when it
was ready to commence work, the
government, acting on the reports
of its skilled advisers, paid over the
reward to the claimants, who, with
this sum and a further largeamount
obtained by the sale of their claims,
suddenly disappeared and were
never afterwards heard of, Itis
scarcely surprising that the Cana-
dian experts were deceived, as
grass aad moss and other vegeta-
tion had grown over the packed
ore, while the denudation of the
hillsides had resulted in some of
the tin being washed into neigh-
boring creeks, where it was cov
ered over with sand and debris.
The swindle was exploded by a
Cornish expert who had been sent
for. Herecognizedthe oreas hav
ing come from certain Cornish
mines, and its sale and shipment
were thereupon quickly traced,
The Mount Huxley mine in
Tasmania afforded an instance of
a most successful salt. A tunnel
was put in a hill for a distance ot
about one hundred feet, and the
sides, roof, and floor were all salted
with fine gold dust. The so-called
mine was then offered to a Sydney
syndicate, who purchased it on the
advice ot anexpert. Indeed hisac-
count of the property was so glow-
ing, and the assays made {rom var-
ious samples taken were so good,
that the shares in the syndicate
went up to an enormous price,
Gradually the Mount Huxley mine
got to be talked about all over
Australia as a possible second
Mount Morgan, and preparations
were made by the syndicate to
float a company on a large scale,
But the ardor ot the shareholders
was suddenly and effectually
damped by the report of a govern
ment officer who was asked to ex-
amine the property, and who de-
clared to the effect that it was no
mine at all, but purely a common-
place though rather extensive salt,
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By the 1st of next June there will
be completed a telephone system
from San Diego, Cal,, to Nelson,
B. C., a distance ot 2,225 miles.
This will make a line about twice
as long as the longest line now in
use—that from Boston to Chicago

by the way of New York.
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