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PASS THIS BILL!

There is small doubt but that
the enthusiasm of the majority in
Congress for repeal of taxation has
cooled and willingness now exists
to interpose obstacles in the way
of the passage of the War Reduc-
tion bill to ultimately work its de-
feat.

This situation must not be al-
lowed to continue,

Delay in the passage of this bill
is caused by what the House is
pleased to call the Senate’s usur-
pation ot its constitutional prerog-

ative—the right to originate a rev-
enue bill, The usurpation consists
mainly in amending the House bill
by decreasing still further the rates
fixed bv the House in some cases,
increasing them in others, replac
ing items eliminated by the lower
branch, and, in one instance, in-
troducing new legislation—the to-
bacco reduction clause,

It will hardly be denied that the
Senate has a right to amend any
bill sent over by the House. The
measure in dispute originated
in the House, was passed by that

bodv, was seént to the Senate, |

amended over there and returned.
to the House. If it contains new
legislation having other than a
House origin, which that body is
unwilling to have the Senate in-
corporate in the bill either from
constitutional or economic reas-
ons, why should the entire meas-
ure, upon the passage of which the
safety and permanency of business
interests depend, be jeopardized
when the elimination of the objec-
tionable feature or features could
settle the whole controversy and
bring the much desired reliel?

Many times in the last few years
has there been as much, or more,
provocation to raise this issue,
Time and again has the House
sent to the Senate a revenue bill,
for which the Senate substituted
one of its own. Why, when there
was more time to settle this issue
wit out endangering the public
interests, was not the fight made?
Why, of all others, is this oppor-
tunity chosen for making the fight?

The House is partly correct in its
contention. No provision was
made in the War Revenue Reduc-
tion bil: for a 75 per cent. decrease
in the tobacco schedule, or for any
decrease atall.

The addition of this item to the
bill constitutes new legislation and
justifies the opposition of the
House to Senatorial usurpation of
its rights. Neither did the House
bill contain any mention ot the
tax on bank checks. The reinser-
tion of this item by the Senate will
here too be held to be a piece of
new legislation not previously
sanctioned by the House—in fact
disapproved by that body-—and
hence giving just cause of com-
plaint as infringine upon the priv-
ileges guaranteed by the Consti-
tution,

The situation is susceptible of

easy solution. Letthe Conference
Committee reduce the tobacco
tax from 12 Yo 10 cents a pound—
il a gratuity is thought necessary
for the peace of mind ot tobacco
manulacturers who never paid a
penny of the tax; let them repea)
the tax on bank checks, as there
seems to be much honest opposi-
tion to its retention; let the beer
‘ax stand, the Senate’s right to re-
dece the rate (rom $1 60 to $1 50
beitq unquestioned on the score
of cowgtitutionalits-, necessary to
protect\oth the industry and the
Governmut exchequer from loss,
and oppcrtiqe, judging from the
entire absence of public disappro-
val following lkg action.

Let a report k¢ formulated on
this basis, let it iy presen ed in
both Houses, and o« word for i,
constitutional prerogdiyes will be

and if it does not it will be voted
away as easily as it was last Mon-
day when the bill was sent to con-
ference in spite of the desire to
prevent such action.
There are ugly rumors in circu-
lation regarding the motives of
the man or men foremost in hind
ering action—rumors which the
SENTINEL positively declines to be-
lieve. We hold rather to the view
that the Senate has begun to put
in operation its plan for the per-
manent retention of the internal
revenue to replace the protective
system. KEven Mr. Tawney, of
Minnesota, who is so outspoken
for his constitutional privileges,
had announced his intention to de-
feat the Senate bill before it was
known to have usurped House
privilepes, because, as he asserted,
of this permanent internal reyenue
feature. To this the House ob
jects, and hence the deadlock.
Whatever may be said of the
present as the proper time to in-
augurate a change in our fiscal
policy, no conservative san will
defend an attempt to introduce it
through the medium of the War
Reduction bill. Ner do we be-
lieve it will bedone. We look for
a peaceful aad satisfactory solu-
tion of the difficulty, out of which
will come no loss to brewers,
Congress needs immense sums
to meet the large appropriations
now being made., Apart from the
daily press (for financial reas-
ons, probably) we know of no
widespread clamor that the brew.
ers chall be compelled to meet
the expenditures, nor do we think
they will be. After the Senate has
been given Lo understand that the
House will permit no encroaching
upon its domain, the Conference
Committee will make its report,
and the friction will cease,
Should this not occur, the com-
bined Democratic and Payne Re.
publican votethat ruled the House
last Monday is there yet, ready to
overturn any obstructive tactics
that may be adopted to retard
necessary and, we may almost say,

indispensable business,
- -

Senater Chandier’s Reform Bill,

Senator Chandler, of New
Hampshire, is the author of a bill
“to prohibit corporations from
making money contributions in
connection with political elec.
tions,” Thismeasure has been re-
ported favorably by the Senate
Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions. It provides that ‘it shall
be unlawful for any national bank
or any corporation engaged in in-
terstate or foreign commerce, or
any corporation organized by au-
thority of any laws of Congress, to
make a money contribution in
conneclion with any election to
any political office.”’ The corpor-
ation violating the law is liable to
afine of $5,000, while “every stock-
holder, officer, director or emplove
of any corporation who shall con-
sent to any contribution by the
corporation in violation of the fore-
going provisions shall be subject
to a fine of not exceeding $1,000."
Senator Chandler has been a Re-
publican all his life, but his devo-
tion to the party did not count in
his favor when the corporations in
New Ham shire decided to retire
him to private lile. His bill isa
good one, but it is to be feared it
will not receive the support of the
majority in Congress. Without
“‘money contributions’' from the
corporations the “Grand OIld
Party’’ would soon find itself in a
sad plight, The trusts would no
longer dictate legislation; the tariff
would be amended so as to protect
the interests of tke people; indeed,
there would be a revolution in
legislation and in the methods ot
administering the Government.
Such a law honestly enforced
would drive Republican party out
of business or accomplish its com-
plete retormation. It is to be
hoped that Senator Chandler’s bill
may receive favorable considera-
tion, but it is hardly probable that
his party is yet prepared to sign
its death warrant,
i ie o

The business men of the country
have at last taken alarm at some of
the statements made In favor of the
gubsidy bill. One of these statements
is that the amount paid by the carriage
of foreign mails should be deducted
from the amount of the subsidy when
the expense Is being considered. In
other words, It has been plainly inti-
mated by Senator Frye and others that
these subsidized ships are to carry all
the foreign malls of the United States.
In examining into the records of the
American ships which will draw sub-
sldy the business men discover that If
these ships carry the mails the malls
to Europe and from Europe will be de-
layed from two to three days. To have
these ships carry the foreign malls In-
stead of having them ecarried as they
are now by the fast forelgn companies,
would result in the loss of many mil-
lions of dollars to American Importers
and exporters. This feature of the sdb-

SULZER'S COUP.

Just previous to the Kansas City
Convention, last spring, a news-
paper man of this city, who wag
old enough to have known better
and whose connection with the
collection of funds for the Boer
Delegates’ reception and their dis-
tribution gave him opportunity to
obtain information sufficient to
have prevented him from making
a charge of such a nature agamnst
anybody connected with the affair,
sent out trom Washington a syn-
dicate newspaper letter alleging
that of the $r,170 collected for the
widows and orphans of Boer sol-
diers, all but $18 had been spent
in wining and dining the Transvaal
Delegates, the Reception Commit-
tee and their friends. 3

This story was at once branded
as a malicious falsehood by Mr.
Sulzer, chairman of the reception
committee, Mr. Ruppert, chairman
of the finance committee, and
Captain O'Farrell, treasurer of the
tund, whose accounts, alter a care-
ful and minute investigation, were
found to be correct and free from
the extravagances falsely ascribed
to Mr. Sulzer’'s management, So
far from a depleter of the fund, Mr,
Sulzer was found to be its heaviest
coantributor, who besides assumed
and paid bills out of hisown pock
ets that properly should have been
cefrayed from the fund’s treasury,
This, it was hoped, had ended the
matter,

Mr. Sulzer attacked the Admin-
istration in the House, last Mon-
day, for its subserviency to KEng-
land. He declared the United
States was violating the neutrality
laws o! nations by permitting the
English to buy munitions of war
here tor use in South Africa
against the Boers. He belieyed
it was the duty of the President
and of Congress to stop the pur-
chase of supplies here.

His strictures on the Adminis-
tration were not relished by Re-
publizans, nor were they intended
to be. It was not expected, how-
ever, *hat one of that side woula
tempt fate as recklessly as turned
out to be the case in its defense.
It was hoped that the wide circu-
lation given to the refutation of
the charges above referred to dur-
ing the recent campaign had put
a quietLs upon them that would
eflectually dampen the ardor for
their future resurrection Vain
expectation!

Some men are as irresistibly at-
tracted towards a buzzsaw as a fly
to molasses. Aand Mr. Mahon, of
Pennsylvania, is one of those men,
He ought to have known better,
Only alew weeksago, he admitted
himself, he had bucked against an
Agricultural Department’s report
and barely escaped defeat, With
so little weight that a gust of wind
had almost bowled him over, Mr,
Mahon should have leit to others
the dangerous task of challenging
Mr. Sulzer’s connection with the
Boer reception and revamping the
old charge of wasting widows' anil
orphans’ tunds to wine and dine
strong men,

Mr. Mahon's anxiety to help the

dence, and he interrupted Mr,
Sulzer torenew the slander, hoping
thereby to deaden the effect o' the
New Yorker's arraignment of this
Government's despicable policy
towards the South African Repub-
lics.

waived, opposition will kepe away,

sidy bill has brought forth a ggod many
wery vigorous urotests

The charge was then made,

Admunistration overcame his pru- .

and as promptly was answered. T‘flf
any doubt existed in any man's
mind previous to this occasion, it
is sale to say it is now dispelled,
Mr. Sulzer made his connection
with the atair as plain as any one
could have wished, and mu
plainer than he himself would haw
preferred, for he is not a man
boast of deeds of kindness
It was necessary for him at
time to be explicit and comprel
sive, and he wasboth, At thed
clusion of Mr. Sulzer's states

i

the man who 1s
tor Neely's appointmecat.

Cuban service and whio

the odinm attaching to his mis
deeds. He had read a letter show-
ing up some of Neely's alleged
misdeeds before his appointment,
with all of which Heath is charged
with being aware of and in spite of
which he urged him wupon the
people of Cuba, to the disgrace of
this country, his party and the
Government,
The letter is as follows:

Hon. WiLLiaM SULZER.

Dear Sir: Pardon me, a stranger, if I
make a few suggestions aond give you a
pointer that will stab one Perry S Heath
where it wi l hurt, it you will need it.
Yon will remember that when the news
of C. F. W Neely’s embezzlement first
came out that Heath promptly came out
in an interview and denied having any
thing to do with securing Neely’s ap-
pointment, and said tbhat Neely was the
President’s own selection, and that he
(Heath) had nothing to do with it, and
did not recommend Neely at all, Well,
Bri-tow's report shows that Neely was
appointed on Heath s own personal
recommendation, and contains Heath's
letter, in which he said that Neely was
a man that Rathbone could and would
warm up to,

Ask Heath why his New York bank
went Neely's bond Ask Heath to
publish those letters Neely wrote bhim
(according to Bristow’s report) while
Neely was acting as a postoffice employe
in Cuba, and the answers to which
letters disappeared from Cuba with
Neely. Ask Heath whv he did recom-
mend a man, Neely, as a fit person to
handle millions of monevy who had
defrauded a widowed mother and his
sisters and brothers out of a $r0.000
farm, and who with the proceeds founded
the Muncie News, a paper owned by
Neely and Heath, and which is now
defending the President.

Ask him if the farm fraud was nota
matter of record in the court of Decla-
ware Country, and if it was notpublished
in the Muncie papers wh:n Neely's
mother and brothers and sisters sued to
cancel Neely’s deed and the $ro,000
mortgage Neely put on the farm when
he bought the News Ask him if he
didn’t know that Neely had gome to
Kansas City and there defrauded hun-
dreds of farmers out of their produce by
starting an alleged commission house,
and after he had sold the stuff, decamped
with the proceeds, Ask him if he did
not &know that Neely had been impli-
cated in a gold brick scheme?

Ask him why he dido’t prevent the
wholesale stealings in Cuba, i1 he cared
to protect the people’s money? Ask him
why such loose methods were permitted
in Cuba. Ask him why he tried to
blacken McKinley's record by having the
people belieye that Neely was the
President's personal selection Ask

Heath how he came to get a franchise
for the North American Investment
Company for Cuba, and why said com-
pany charges the United States Govern~
m-nt 1 and 1'% per cent, for cashing
government orders with the United
States money deposited with his com~

pany.

Ask him why millions of the Post
Office Deparrment money is deposited
in his New York bank. Ask him if he
and others are not Republicans for
revenue only, Ask him why he and
another opposed the law requiring cor-

orations to pav employes weekly, Ask

im why Neely 1sn’t prosecuted?

l{mucu.

How much truth is in the letter
may be inferred from the violent
efforts made to keep it out of the
Record. They failed to prevent its
publication and knowledge ot its
contents is now general. If dis-
grace be brought to the door of
Mr, Heath, Mr, Sulzer is not to
blame, although he assumes every
responsibility for making the letter
public. It Mr, Heath and the KHe-
publican National Committee had

b, not dipped so deeply in the mire
¢ of calumny and prevarication in

their attempt to smirch the charac-
r of an honorable political oppo-
ent, they would have been spared
s ignominy,

— - -

onip Sunsidy a4 Snmm,

A strenuous effort is belng made to
g to the support of Mr. Hanna's
bet measure of subsidizing ostensibly
our entire merchant marine, although
In reality only a small portion of it,
that sentiment In favor of protective
tariff laws which has so long swayed
our governmental policy. But it is
not alone among the ranks of those
who are opposed to high tariffs or who
advocate thelr abolition entirely that
opposition to ship subsidies exists, for
even among the stanchest protection-
{sts there are many who fail to see
why a steamship company should
be pald by the government for run-
ning a ship any more than Individ-
uals should be paid for building houses
or ralsing wheat. The whole argument
fn favor of protection is assumedly
based on the idea that the fostering of
certain classes of Industries will stimu-
late the development of others, and it
s quite possible to design ship subsidy
schemes which will, ostensibly at least,
work on this theory.

In order to do this, however, it is
scarcely necessary to point out that
whatever bonus there njay be must be
earned by Increasing the facilities for
ecarrying goods and passengers, prefer-
ably the former, lu the largest quanti-
ties possible. 4 Yet in the face of this
the measure now pending in the senate
offers no inducement to the earriers
cater to increased trade, for It Is so
drawn that the subsidy which vessels
would earn s practically Irrespective
of the cargoes that they carry. As the
minority report again polints out, “ad-
mitting that the public way gain sowme-
thing by the voyage of a ship which
carries out-a full cargo of American
products, no one will claim that the
public gains anything if the ship car-
ries no gargo.” Yet it Is exnctly this
contingency for which the bill artfully
provides. Not content with carvefully
safeguarding the interests of the favor-
ed corporations in whose special behalf
it has been prepared against a loss of
all thelr subsidy in case they should by
bad luck fail to have a response made
by shippers to such facilitles as they
may offer, in effect it Insures them
against any loss of subsidy, no matter
how total may be the absence of de-
mand for these facilities, which de-
mand alone could be an adequate pub-
liec excuse for assisting the vessel lines,
Little wonder then that so many
stanch Republican protectionists should
repudiate the effort to make this piece
of legislative favoritism the first frults
of an election won by a marshaling of
the hosts In support of sound currency.

An ordinary business man calcuiates
the advantages of a contract according
to the terms of the contract itself, Eng-
land, France and Germany require of
ship companies drawing governmental
subsidy contracts setting forth in detall
the services which the ships are to per-
form under the contract. The pending
gubsidy bill In congress provides for a
contract. The only thing In the con-
tract that the ship companies agree to
do Is to build ships equal to the ton-
nage drawing subsidy n American
yards. An examination will show that
these ships can be pald for exclusively
out of the subsidy. The contract does
not provide that these ships shall ever
be run unless additional subsidy is de-
sired upon the ships. They can be sold
at once to either Americans or foreign-
ers. They do not contract for any
amount of speed or any number of
trips; they do not contract for any re-
duction of freight rates; they do not
contract for any services as auxiliary
cruisers; the only thing that they con-
tract to do Is to use a part of the sub-
sidy money In bailding ships for them-
selves, Let any business man place
himself in the position of the govern-
ment concerning this matter, and what
would he think of the value of his con-
tract?

FOREIGN NEWS.

Translaled and Selecled from leading
Buropean papersfor the SENTINEL

ENGLAND.

Klog Alexinder
Le Temps,

The world has already heard a great
deal of the quarrels of King Milan and
Queen Nathalie Now we have young
King Alexander denouncing belore his
people the role his father has play d,
and makiog that usually colorless docu-
ment, aspeech from the Throne, the
passionate presentment of his case
against his parems. In this manitesto
the young Sovereign reminds the
Skoupchtina of the circumstances of his
marriage with Madame liraga Maschine,
now Queen of Servia He proclaims
aloud his right to bappiness; and if he
does not descend, as in some famous
interviews, to going into details of the
tragi comic farce played last summer at
Belgrade on the occasion of his ¢ ntem
plated marriaze, he does not attemp? to
pass over the ill natured opposition ot
his father.

The storv of the lhife of this young
prince, born in the midst of the disputes
of a couple whose natures were uncon
genial: brought up in strife; treate? as
an olject for quarrels b, wrangliog
parents; without the gentle atmosphere
ol domestic circ'e and the advantages
of home education; #sa child tamiliar
with sad scandals; obliged, by the
selfish abdication o! hi= father, to mount
prematurelv a shaky throue; since then
worried by the selfinterested reappear-
ances of Milan and his strange ¢laim to
RoOvern as regrnt a4 country he had
a ‘andoned as Ki' g—this hiograp'y is in
its«Ifenough 10 account for tie bitter
ness, the hardness of the feelings of
Alexander, He has now succeeded in
starting a home of his own He has
fought for and won the happiness 1o
which he thought he had a right, and
which the selfishness of his parents
denied him, An heir is expected, who
will continue, and, it must be hoped,
improve, the line of the Obrenovitches;
and it is in the name and the interest of
this happiness, closely connected, ac-
cording to him, with the disappearance
of the unfortunate influences from which
his jouth sufiered, that he bids his
father an irrevocable adieu,

King Alexander hurls a most serioug
charge not only against his father, but
also agamst the minwsters who were the

nstruments of a plot against him, who

accepted office from him under pretext
ol serving the covniry, and used 1t as a
weapon against their own Sovereig:
In round terms, with a brutal frankness
which comes like a sarprise, the King
charges the members of the Viedan
Georgevitch not only with bad faith, but
with high treason and crime against the
State. The odd thing is, this serious
accusation, which concerns those only
yesterday in authority, is addressed to
~whom? To the Skouprhtina elected
under the auspices of these sam= minis.
ters, whose very artificial majority was
forced from the country by terror and
fraud. Itis e strange tribunal for pro-
nouncing judgment on deeds by which
the greater part ol those judging bave
benefited, and to which they owe their
very existence and right to sit.

It must be remembered that in Servia
internal policy is closely bound up with
exterval policy, and on the latter are
reflected and re-echoed the changes of
the former. Kiog Alexander has taken
occasion to thank pullicly and with
emphatic gratitude Tsar Nicholas for
having been so good as to act as witness,
or, according to the Orthodox rie,
go father to his marriage. This is a
sort of act ot faith and hymage render d
by a va sal to his suzeram and son'y a
very natural thing todo Fussia and
Servia are linked together hisiorically
and indissolubly by race and religion,
The Tsar cleverly and with a good grace
rendered grest .ervice to a young prince
in love, who needed caution and pow:
erful support to marry beneath him

All this seems 10 poiot to the begin-
ning of a n-w era at Belgrade, which
will see a drawing together with St.
Petersburg, perhaps a return to the
traditionsof a Se vianparty. In Vienna
naturally this possibility is looked on
with ap:rehension The language ol
the Austro Huogarian pressis full of
meaning. If it p'eads for filial p ety and
blames the more than cavalier fashion in
which King Alexander treats officially
ex- King Milan, his father, it is much
less out ut sympathy for this Jast per-
sonage or out of regard for good taste
than because the disappearance of this
influence, the emancipation of the King
and the enthroning of Queen Draga,
m+~an the setting up again of Russian
hegemony in Belgrade.

Ru:sian Progress In Asia.
Saturdey Review.

The establishment of a Russian gov.
ernment with a commanding naval base
in Northern China will mevitably give
a fresh importance to her position and
aims in Persia, Io the Northern Pacifie
she b:s reached the open sea, and is
well on her way to absorb the Hinter-
land, The fuil exploitation of these
remots Fa:tern provinces cannot be
suffici- mily secured by the long land
lines through the mclement regions of
Northern Asia. The pext step mus. be
to develop a sea borne trade and protect
it by a strong naval squadron. Once
firm!y established at the eastern extrem
ity, Russia will next reauire a position
nearer home which will shorten the sea
journey, or at least protect the route
which her ships must lollow between
the Black and Yellow Seas. Such a
position is to be found in the Persian
Gulf, and nowhere eise: she will nuow
seek to secure it It is nonew idea.
Towards this end the policy of Russia
has been working not for years or
de cades but tor centuries The so called

Will of Peter the Great expresses it
succinctly: “‘Lose no opportunity to

i

provoke war with Persia; hasten her
decay; penetrate to the Persian Gu f;
reestablish the ancient trade of the
Levant, and advauce upon India.” The
founder of modern Russia looked no
further than the Indies, but the horizon
hes since extended. With that steady,
relentless determination which has
terrified the nations of Asia, this policy
has been pursued through difficulty,
opposition and obstruction till the end
1S now in sight. In the last quarter of
the century the progress has been lite -
ally at railroad speed. The conversion
of the Caspian into a Russian lake, and
the subjugation of Central Asia, have
laid Persia open all along her northern
frontier. The Transcaspianrailway hs
cast its arms about her borders, and 1h-

Rarrisors alopg the line from Kizv
# rvat to Khushk stand ready toreplace

diplomatic dominance by miutary occu

pativn whenever the occasion arises,
That the orcasion will arise whenever
Russia requires it is not a prophecy but
a commonplace. Everything bas been
carefuly prepared. Russian trace,

sedulously lostered, has surveyed and

ope«ned the roads of advance, and fia*

nishe d at each step areason or a prete xt

for fresh interference. Russian officers
command the most disciplined section
of the Persian army, and Russian diplo
macy, backed by irresistible force, has
transcended, it might almost be said has
excluded, all other influence in the
Persian Court,

lwly's Problem,
Revi w of the Week

The great problem of Itaiy today,
according to Signor Ferraris, 1s to
secure the victory of her mstitutions
over the forers of dicontent A great
step 1n this direction will, we believes
have been achieved when the llian
Governm: nt succeeds in effecting some
sort of reconcilia on with the Church
[+ is mamly due 1o this untor unate
struggle betw-«n Church and State,
thet (to quote the words of a recent
fta1an writer) *1the pohtical unity has
nat produced the moral unity of the
nation.” The subversive forces snd
elements of disorder gain ever fresh
PYwer from the dis.strous dissensions
between the Quirinal and the Vatican,
anda it is only too probable that a small
section of the Clerical party would wel-
come any alliance that offered them a
chance of overturning the existing
order of thmgs, But signs are not
wanting that the new reign may witness
this reconciliation, at last in part. In
spite of some deplorable wrangling over
the body of the late King, a large and
influential section of the clergy—includ

ing prelates of the rank. ol the arch-
nshops of Genoa and of Naples—was
~mphatic in the prompt expression of
their loyalty and devotién to Ttaly and
their sympathy with the monarchy,

The End Has ( ome.
Ouliook,

That we are approaching the erd of
the boomrin commercial prosperity that
began in 1¥g6 15, we fear, scarcely open
todoubt. Itis true that the Board of
Trade Labor Summary for 1900 contains
this sentence, *'The jear 1900 was one
of rising wapges;"” but any sa'i<tac ion 1t
may geverateis quickly dispelled by a
closer pernsal. A rise of wage- does
not precede, but follows., a burst of
commercial activity, and npa uraliy
lingers after it. But, at any rain, the
rise is, I not confined to one ind stry,
greatest init, In the words of the r=port
‘the advances 1n the coal mining indas

try were almost entirely responsible for
the great increase during “goo' The
wages ol pitmen, taking an average of
the whole country, were over 50 per
cent above the ‘'standa.d’ I we
compare the stale of employment in
December, 1900, w th December, 8q0,
we shall find a declioe in nearly every.
thing except minirg, * * * & 1\,
seemed to have touched the highest
point of prosperity in 1899, and 1he tide
1s now very decidedly on the ebb. It s
a fact to take note of, as both politically
and sorially there is as moch oifferen~e
between England depress-d and Eng

land prosperous, as there ever was be-
tween Poilip drunk and Philip sober,
For one thing, it means a general int n.
sification of life, wherein the old battles
between capital aad labor, beiween the
hares and the hounds, between Conser
vative and Radical take new lite, For
some years past parties have drified
lazily aloog, the assailants appeariog to
have no energy tor attack, or the de

fendan's to withstand tbhem The
tendency to grumble or rebel against the
es'ablished order of things 1s ever slight
in the hour of prosperity; It 1s adversity
that tells wh:re the shoe pinches.

The Prussian Monarchy,
London Laily Graphic, /] n 18

The celebration of acniversaries is
not always a profitable or ever agreea-
bie occupation, but the jubilece which is
celebrated in Berlin today is assur-dly
as profitabie an obj:ct lesson to the
world as it is an agreeable fefe day to
the Prussians. It is the two hundredih
birthday ol the Prussian Monarchy,
How tew of us realize that the Kingdom
which has remodelled the map of
Europe, and whizh is now dreamiog of
remodelling the map of the world, isa
mere vouth among nations which began
its history only in the last year of the
reign ol Wiliiam III. of England-quite
the modern epoch 1in our history., And
how has 1t crowded those two hundred
yvears? What stores of genius and energy
must there be in a people which within
that comparatively short period has
produced a Frederick the Great, a
Stein, a Scharnhorst, a Moltke and a
Bismarck, and which from a peopie of
a million and a half inhabitants, with an
army of 38000 men, has developed into
the German Empire, and the most
powerful State on the Continent of
Europe. With this record bebind hey
Prussia may well look forward to the
new century with houndless hopes, and
the world may be warned by the same

record that those hopes will not prove
sterile.

[ SHIP SUBSIDIES,

EX-CONGRESSMAN JOMN DE WITT
WARNER EXPOSES THE DEFECTS
OF THE PENDING BILL,

Professed Alms of the Bill Are
Shams—~Slow Ships Useless For Aux-
iliary Crulsers or Mall Carrlers,
Futile Provisions For American
Seamen ~ The Shipbuilding Which
the Bill Is Supposed to Encourage
Is Already Largely Under Construc-
tion or Ordered,

In the current Issune of The Review
of Reviews ex-Congressman John De
Witt Warner of New York sets forth
the following objections to the ship
subsidy bill:

Of course the bill pretends that its
authors are concerned for the “farms,
factories, mines, forests and flsheries
of the United States” and for the pro-
vision of “vessels, officers, engineers,
machinists, electriclans and seamen”
for United Siates commerce and de-
fense,

Framed as {t is exclusively by those
who jpiopose to hire themselves at
thelr own price and who did not admit
to their deliberation any representative
either of agriculture, wage earners,
seamen or our navy or war depart.
ment, we should expect to find just
what we find here—that the professed
aims of the Dbill are shams set up to

distract attention from the raid plan-
ned.

As to export trade, a late amendment
expressly provides that to get full sub-
sldy a ship need carry out but balf a
cargo load; while she gets the maln,
or “speed,” subsidy though she do not
carry a pound of cargo. Furthermore,
the highest subsidies are specifically
glven to the classes of ships that not
merely do not, but cannot, earry much
export cargo but which “export” tour-
Ists and “fmport” immigrants—the In-
ternational’'s fast passenger steamers,
for example, getting 11 times the sub-
sldy In proportion to cargo that does
a standard freighter,

The vessels now buildlng by our gov-
ernment average about 28 knots speed.
Of all ships in existence that would
draw this subsidy there are but four
above 20 knots, and its friends admit
that no others will be built. It is plain
how useless would be transports and
C¢ruisers that could nelther fight nor
run and how fatally would fast war
vessels be impeded by the company of
slow ounes. Furthermore, the ships
that would get most subsidies are al-

them at the disposal of our gov gnment
under requirer ts more rigld than
proposed by pending blll—which
expressly permits cancellation of pres-
ent contracts. .

It is ludicrous to estimate that
against the §9,000,000 per anoum

for the free mail carriage provided by
the bill. As noted, the bill induces no
construction of new ships over 17
kuoots, and its Inducements for speed
stop at 21 knots on test run. This Is
so far bebhind the practical needs that,
though the Intermational company
(which would get the greatest share of
speed subsidy) received last year two-
thirds of the total paid by the Ualted
States for carrying foreign mails from
New York, the postoffice had to hire
British and German steamers at half
the cost to carry three or four times
the malil it committed-to the Inter-
national. Nothing e¢ould be more
worthless than the right to have malls
carried free by ships already too slow
to be trusted with them.

As to American sallors, the bill pro-
vides that subsidized ships (1) have
one-fourth their crew citizens or in-
tended citizens; (2) that one American
boy be employed for every 1,000 tons
shipping, and (3) that fishermen serving
on ships (subsidized for the year at $2
per ton, |n case they run three months)
be given $1 per month while actually
employed., As to these: (1) is nullifled
by proviso that If the master cannot
reasonably get one-fourth Americans
he need not; (2) is made worthlesa by
proviso that the American boy need
be pald only what his work Is worth,
and as to (3), there belng no minlmum
wage, our government would simply
pay $1 of ordinary wages for which the
American fishermen would still work.
Finally, the ships which would get
most of this subsidy are now compelled
under their mail contracts to have half
Ameri 'u crew and to employ the same
number of American boys, but to treat
them as petty officers; so that the effect
of the subsidy bill, which releases these

ships from thelr present contract,
would be to lessen the number of
Awmerican sailors and American boys
employed,

As to ship owning, the bill leaves In-
tact our navigation laws prohibiting
importation of ships or obscene litera-
ture, letting in for American registry

only a few vessels that the anthors of
the bill and their friends bad already
bought. As to shipbullding, our ship-
yards, without subsidy, arve already
crowded to thelr utmost capacity, and
the most advanced types of steamers
—larger than any beretofore bullt—
have lately been contracted for here at

prices lower than foreiguners would
build them.

Worst of all, In respect of securing
new shipbullding, the bill Is largely
sham. For example, the owner of an
American ship now ranning. on giving
bond for $10,000 to bulld new tonnage,
might draw $570.000 in subsidy before
the bond became avallabie,

Agaln, as the United States shipping
commissioner notes at page 50 of his

report for 1800, tonnage now ¢onstruct-
ing in the United States, whether for
coasting or foreign trade, cam be of-
fered to offset subsldiged tonnage In
operation. The resuit lsabvious en eom-

saring the list of subsidy expectants
in regard to ships now built with that
of those now building ships here., That
{s to say, the chlef subsidy beggars, al-
ready owning both foreign and Xmeri.
can bullt steamers and already, with-
out subsidy, vu''ding new ships here,
have by this bill provided subsidy for
their present ships, conditfoned on
their building new shipping, which, in
fagt. ther bad already order=q
- - —

] Ocprn ArMOUR, of Chicago, denles
the story that he is to retire from busis
ness in or'er to devote more time to
society, "1 have worked nard all my
Susiness life,”’ he says, *‘and have no
desire to stop now. I could not retir+
from business it [ wanted to, and 1

certainly do not want to. "’

ready under mall contracts, wmgb_ PUt--y

should be offset any considerable sum’ ~ =~
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