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THE DEMOCRAT

IMMIGRATION QUESTION

The main issue of the present cam-

paign is the immigration question.
There are others of great importance
but this more directly and vitally af-

fects all the people of Hawaii than any
of the others. It resolves itself into
this: Shall special interests, acting by
virtue of a law passed for their special
benefit and through the Territorial gov-

ernment itself, be any longer permitted
to bring into Hawaii hordes of foreign-
ers to come into competition in the la-

bor market with the native Ilawaiians
and with the toilers already here, to
keep Avages down and sugar dividends
up at the expense of the working man?

One of the specious arguments of
those who favor the continuation of the
present law providing for the assist-
ance of foreign immigration to the
shores of Hawaii is that the plantations
need the labor, that there are not
enough laborers now in the Islands to
do the work.

That this is but a flimsy pretext
which is without foundation in fact was
nmply proved last year during the Jap-
anese strike on the Island of Oahu. At
that time 7500 Japanese walked out of
the cane fields and sugar mills and re-

fused to work longer for the wage
paid them by the plantations. "What
happened? The planters, finding it ab-

solutely necessary to get other labor in
order to save their crops, were forced
to agree to pay a living wage to other
than Japanese laborers. They issued a
call for Ilawaiians and others to go to
work in the cane fields at $1.50 a day.

The result was that every morning
the railroad station was thronged by
Ilawaiians. Chinese, Portuguese and
men and women of other nationalities.
ready and eager to go to work for a
decent wage. So eager were they, in
fact, that many stayed in the depot all
night; others were there day after day
by 3 o'clock in the morning because
there were more who wanted to work
than there were jobs for, even with
7500 Japanese on strike.

For Aveeks these men and women toil-

ed in the hot sun, hoeing the cane, tend-
ing the irrigation ditches, working in
the sugar mills all of them glad and
happy to have for once in their lives
the opportunity of earning a wage that
they could live on.

And yet the planters and the Repub-
lican leaders now claim that they must
have assisted foreign immigration to
keep the plantations from going to the
bowwows because there is no labor to
be had here!

Let the plantations again offer to
pay $1.50 a day, and they will once
more find out whether or not they can
get labor without sending to Europe
or Asia for it. The Hawaiian will
work, is anxious to work, if he is paid
for it as a man should be paid. But so
long as the wage of a mule on the plan-
tations is a dollar a day and his board
and the wage of a man is about 82 cents
a day and no board, it cannot be ex-

pected that the citizens of Hawaii are
going to clamor at the gates of the
plantations for permission to go to
work.

"What the planters want to do, what
the Republican party wants to do, is
to keep wages down below the wage
of a mule. What the Democratic party
wants to do is to shut off the flood of
cheap, inefficient and often criminal
laborers from the slums of Europe and
the prisons of Manchuria and give the
present citizen labor of Hawaii a
chance to earn a decent living.

Even if it were true that the planta-
tions really needed more labor than
there is at present in the Islands, their
way of going about it to get it would
be a joke if it were not such a sad com-
mentary on the good sense, judgment
and acumen of those entrusted with the
work, and if it were not such a costly
proceeding.) Since the board of immi-

gration took charge of the assistance of
foreign immigration, what results have
been obtained? A. J. Campbell went

IS THE MAIN ISSUE NOW

to Madeira and the Azores, chartered
a steamship to bring 2,000 Portuguese

and succeeded in getting only about
800, including men, women and child-
ren. And those he did get were by no
means of as good quality as the Port-
uguese who came years ago.

Now Campbell is on another and sim-

ilar mission to the Azores and Madeira
and, according to reports received from
him, he has made another fizzle of it.
His last lot of immigrants cost the Ter-

ritory more than $100,000. Nobody
knows what this fiasco will cost.

A. L. C. Atkinson and A. Perelstrous
went to Manchuria and picked an

lazy and more or less lawless
crowd of Russians who, when they got
to Hawaii, promptly announced that
they didn't want to Avork and if they
did, Avouldn't work for the miserable
Avage paid by the plantations. It cost
an immense sum to bring them to Ha-Ava- ii

and Avhat did IlaAvaii get out of
it ? A feAV of them are hoav at Avork on
the plantations, after months of quar-
reling, bickering and loafing; some are
in jail; a very large number, having
had their passage paid as far as HaAvaii,
have gone on to California and many
are still loafing in the filth, dirt and
disease of lAvilei. Those a'1io have gone
to work have for the most part taken
the places of Ilawaiians. And the ad-

vocates of further assisted immigration
have the face to try to tell us that this
has increased Avages in IlaAvaii and
thereby bettered the condition of the
IlaAvaiians !

The planters, the Republican orators
and the Advertiser openly threaten
the voters that if they don't alloAV them
to go ahead Avith their selfish, unjust
and entirely false scheme of importing
foreigners to take the Avork aAvay from
the IlaAvaiians, they Avill bring in Fili-
pinos and Porto Ricans.

No doubt they Avill try it, but they
Avill not keep it up long. If they do
try it, it Avill inevitably lead to a Con-

gressional investigation of their acts
in the past and their intentions of the
future and if there is anything that
Republican bosses and sugar planters
fear more than something else, it is for
Congress to find out AThat has been go-

ing on in these islands the past feAV

years.
But Congress is going to find it out,

anyAvny, and whenever it is understood
on the mainland that IlaAvaii, acting un-

der a special dispensation from certain
Republican leaders at Washington, has
been in effect violating the contract la-

bor laAvs and filling the islands up with
foreign paupers and A'orse, something
Avill drop and the assisted-immigra-tionis- ts

are quite liable to look around
and discoArer it is they.

But hoav the question is up to the
voters. Are they going to permit the
special interests any longer to sacrifice
the Avelfare of the Territory, the good
of the citizens, to their own greed, or
are they going to say to those who are
robbing them to their rights "Stop
you have gone far enough? There is la-

bor here in plenty if you Avill pay us a
living Avage. You shall bring in no
more assisted immigrants."

Vote the Democratic ticket on Nov-emb- er

S and protect your rights.
: : ;

Someone ought to take Judge Stan-
ley to one side and kindly but firmly
impress upon him that the flag of the
United States is the flag of the people
of the United States, not the flag of any
particular party. That enforced citi-

zenship which the judge seems so much
to regret does not appear to have
brought Avith it to him a proper under-
standing of American ideas and ideals.

.

So Bob Shingle does not belong to
any God damned church, according to
Judge Stanley. Surely that fact alone
ought to elect him in a Territory that
has the history and traditions of Ha-Ava- ii.

WANTED-- A REAL DELEGATE,

NOT A PRIVATE

SECRETARY

AVho is really HaAvaii's Delegate to
Congress?

Cupid? He holds the title and draAVS

tlie salary, but is he? Does he really
represent IlaAvaii in the halls of Con-

gress? Does he do the work that it is

the business of a Delegate to do?
It Avould naturally be supposed that

the amvser to these questions Avould be
affirmative. Why else should Kuhio go
to Washington? As Delegate he is sup-

posed to do the Territory's business at
the National Capitol.

But the truth of the matter appears
to be that Cupid is delegate only in
name. The real delegate is MeClellan,
avIio, though he is nominally only pri-

vate secretary to Kuhio, is the man avIio

is relied upon to do the Avork. Inci-
dentally, MeClellan earns more than
does his superior, for in addition to his
regular salary of .$1,500 it is said that
he draAvs doAvn $6,000 from various com-

mercial organizations and corporations,
not to speak of comfortable little checks
for $500 and $1,000 that are given him
occasionally by corporations as mana-Avn- hi

and as a testimonial of their ap-

preciation of his efforts in their behalf.
As MeClellan, the real delegate, is

paid chiefly by the sugar planters, pine-
apple men and other corporations and
individuals with an axe to grind, it is
but reasonable to suppose that he serves
best those avIio pay him best. The Dele-

gate to Congress is supposed to repre-
sent the Avhole Territory but does he?
As he is but a figurehead, and the actual
work is done by a man in the pay of
the big monied interests, AA'hat right
haA'e the common people to suppose that
they will get any representation at
Washington, that their interests will be
protected and their Avelfare looked af-

ter?
If the Republican party., insists on

having MeClellan at Washington, Avhy

not be honest about it and put him up
as their candidate for the delegateship ?

They Avould even save money by it, or,
at least, they might do so if they felt
economically inclined, for, Avith MeClel-
lan as Delegate and draAving his $7,500
a year and mileage, it might not be nec-

essary to give him all of the $0,000 the
planters are hoav paying him. They
might use the amount saved to increase
the Avages of the plantation laborers or
throAV it into their next campaign fund.
Or, possibly, since they Avould have Me-

Clellan at Washington to represent the
big interests, they might afford to hire
a sort of assistant delegate avIiosc busi-

ness it should be to represent the rest
of the people, the common people, avIio

cannot afford to buy special delegates
and ship them off to Washington.

Really, though, Avhy should not the
voters, just for a change, elect a man to
represent them? Why shouldn't they
select a man Avith brains and judgment
enough to paddle his oavh canoe instead
of having to be wet-nurse- d through each
session of Congress?

They have their chance this year. If
they make up their minds to send L. L.
McCandless to Congress, they Avill have
a real delegate, one avIio Avill not repre-
sent through his private secretary
the big interests of the Territory alone,
but every resident of the Islands, be he
haole or IlaAA'aiian.

Tsn't it about time ITaAA'aii had a real
delegate?

Hoav do Fred Waterhouse and Harry
von Holt like Judge Stanley's charac
terization of them? "Trent never be-

fore ran against a decent man," says
the judge. Waterhouse and von Holt
ought to feel highly complimented. And
the relatives of the late Geo. Beekloy
and the late Charles Booth should ap-

preciate this statement concerning their
dead.


