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the fire with their blankets round
their shoulders, and u white band
round their heads, and who neither
seemed vexed nor pleased, some of
them having come a very long dis-

tance to see it, even from the Tweed.

THE CONGO.

In 1877 Henry Stanley made his
wonderful descent of the Congo
River, and revealed the fact that if
the Livingstone Falls were once sur-
mounted, and Stanley Pool reached,
there- - would be waterway for hun-
dreds of miles up the course of this
equatorial .stream. The mouths of
the Congo had been discovered in
1481 A.I), by the Portuguese, and
are immortalised in the "Lusiad"
of Camoens. The Crown of Portugal
has ever claimed sovereignty as far

- as 5 deg. 12 miu. south latitude,
which includes the estuary of this
grand river, but the claim has ever
been disputed by the English Govern-
ment, "as there was no-pro- of
continuous occupation. In the most
esteemed books on Africa, such as
Stanford's Africa, 1878, Ambriz, 8
deg. south latitude, is shown as the
northern boundary. Affairs were in
this position when Henry Stanley
surprised the residents of Embomma,
the highest point then known of the
Congo, by the appearance of-- himself
and his companions, like spectres
from the desert. The King of the
Belgians had in the previous year
summoned all the geographers of
Europe to Brussels, and founded the
African International Association.
England, preferred to carry on her
African explorations in her own way.
The Germans and the French started
their own associations, but attention
is now called to the enterprise of the
King of the Belgians. His idea was
to 6tart separate parties from Zanzi-
bar on the east coast, and from the
mouth of the Congo on the west,
and to advance into the unknown
interior until they met at Nyangwe,
4 deg. south latitude, planting inter-
mediate stations. The motive of this
costly enterprise, to which the King
devoted .from his private purse

50,000 per annum, was pure ge-

ography, but it is obvious that

jV

geographical discovery is always the.
forerunner of commerce, often of
religious missions, and sometimes
of political annexation. The Belgian
Association, not being national, had
no flug. The King had no desire to
annex territory. His unselfish outlay
was for the good of the world.
Henry Stanley was employed to make
a road on the side of the Liviugstonc
Falls, with steamers upon convenient
level reaches, so as to reach Stanley
Pool from Embomma. This he has
accomplished. By his side and in
harmony with him Protestant mis-
sionary societies have trodden the
same severe path, made large outlaj's
of men and money, aud have also
reached Stanley Pool. Two steamers,
broken up into hundreds of small
pieces, are being conveyed on the
shoulders of men to the Pool, and

will in a few mouths be launched.
Lcopoldville is the name of the sta-
tion that has been founded there;
another of the stations is named
"Peace." Political complications
have unfortunately arisen. De Braz-z- a

accomplished his meritorious ex-

ploration from the head waters of the
Gahu River to Stanley Pool, and had
the audacity to hoist the French flag,
and thus imperil the freedom of the
river on the plateau above the cata-
racts. It is difficult to imagine what
advantage would be gained. However
while he has been occupied at Paris,
Henry Stanley has returned to the
Congo, and we shall soon see the very
pretty complication caused by the
collision of the American citizen in
the employ, of the King of the Bel-

gians, and in alliance with English
missionaries, holding the fort against
the Franco-Italia- n intruder. But a
new political difficulty has now
arisen at the mouth of the Congo.
The rumor first came from Lisbon,
it was ed at Brussels, and
found its way to Lpndon, that the
English Foreign Office had at this
late hour acknowledged Portugal's
old claim to sovereignty as far. as
south latitude 5 deg. 12 min., and
had iu effect ceded to that inert, in-

apt and inefficient State the guardi-anshi- b

of the mouth of the mighty
river. It has been whisnererl that
the King of the Belgians is greatly
distressed at tins compact between
his two first cousins, the Queen of
England and the King of Portugal,
to the destruction of his geographic-- ,
al enterprises. It is urged that every
Drecaution has been taken to se-- .'

cure by treaty religious toleration
and commercial freodom; but any-
one who has studied the debased
system of government both' at.
Mozambique, on the east coast,
where the great River Zambesi is
lost to commerce from the neglect
of its nominal rulers, and. at Loanda,
on the. west coast, must feel that a
great mistake has been made, the
consequences of which will ber
severely felt iu the future. The
Portuguese officials in their African
colonies are notoriously ill-pai- d,

inefficient, and, it is feared, corrupt.
Those who ought to know assure
us that the subject was well consi-
dered from every point of view by
the Foreign Office, and the parties
interested consulted, and yet it
is rumored that so secret and rapid
were the transactions which even-
tuated in a treaty that the attempt
to get a clause securing liberty of
worship failed. We all know with-
in what narrow limits toleration of
religion exists iu the States of
Southern Europe; how liberty of
worship is restricted, how permis-
sions have to bo tuken out to do
what comes as a natural right iu
England or the United States. As
to the commercial provisions noth-
ing is known.

To ascertain the weight of a hor&e
put your too under his foot,

THE ARTIST WHO LEFTA $5 BILL BEHIND.

"What do you think that is?"
asked Special Officer Taggart, of the
Pennsylvania Rairoad Company.

The scribe raised his eyes and
saw what appeared to be a $5 bill
pasted on a blackboard, and hung
over the door.

"Is there a story connected with
it?" queried the reporter in return.

"Yes ; but guess what it is."
The reporter supposed it to be "the

best counterfeit ever made," or "the
marked bill that gave the thief away,' '
or "the bill found on the person of
the murderer." He gazed at it
with an unholy interest. "Did any
newspaper man ever see it?" he
finally remarked, carelessly.

"Not one. The fact is that it isn't
what you think it is isn't a bill at
all. It's a painting."

The waiter smothered his disap-
pointment and examined it more
closely. It was a good picture. The
torn edges of the bill seemed to
stand out from the wood ; the deli-
cate lines were accurately traced ;

the head of the hero of New Orleans
was as perfect as a photograph, and
fictitious traces of paste along the
edges completed the illusion.

"You see, a young fellow came iu
here one day and said he was a
painter and hard up. I supposed, of
course, he was a-- house painter, but
found to my. surprise that he was an
artist. He had never taken any les- -,

sons, and the two little pictures he
showed me were really remarkable.
He left them here and I showed them
to one or two of my friends,' who
know something about pictures. You
may imagine my young . painter's
surprise when I told him one of the
pictures would be exhibited at the
Academy of the Fine Arts. He sol'd
several others."

"What was his style?"
"Still life. "Why, bless you, once

he painted a string across one of his
pictures. Everybody wanted to brush
it away. He painted a pencil and
penknife. People would try to dust
the shavings off with their handker-
chiefs."

"Where is he now?"
"In Munich. I got a letter from

him only the other 'day. He has
eight pictures in the Munich Exposi-
tion. Ilis name is William Harnett."

Detroit Free Press.

MARY WEIR TO THE RESCUE.

Some forty years ago there lived
on the Scotch side of the border iin
ancient dame, the last of her race.
The fortunes of her family had long
been in as tumble-dow- n a condition
as her house, i'hunk? to the talents
and quick wit of Mary Weir, a
shepherd's daughter, and the one
single retainer in the ancient man-
sion, a good foot was, with some
difficulty, put forward. Close by
lived Robert M'Lellan, a former
tcnaut on the estate, 'up-settin-

wealthy, pursoproud, from success-
ful cattle dealing. Iu his transactions
ucross tho border, ho hud recoived

a ten -- pound bantt of England note,
then, as now, a rarity iu Scotland.
Thus it happened that Mary enrao
to her mistress with the note in her
hand, saying, 'Auhl M'Lellan would
bo mucklc obleeged to ye, mem, if
ye could gio him sma' notes for this
ano o' his.' 'You must just tell him,
Mary, that I have not so much
money in the house.' Mary said
nothing, but withdrew, an ominous
light in her eye. She was over-
heard to address the old man with
affability. 'The mistress says, Mr.
M'Lellan, she's sorry sho can nao
obleege ye tho day, for her notes
are a' just the same size as yer
ain.' Melbourne Bulletin.

It is officially announced in one of
the alleged society papers that a re-
form in dancing will bo effected
next year. It has already made its
appearance in English fashionable
circles, and has met with some
favor. The polka, the schottische
and the waltz are to . git e place 'to
the German lendler and tho polonaise,
as danced at the German court. A
dance called the cournelle, which
has been a favorite dance in Vienna,
has also been introduced at tho
English court balls, and is expected
to create a furor when it find's its
wav over here. This is tlir nnfnrnl

I result of the gallop and ridiculous
juuijuul, tuns turiiuu oati rooms top-s- y

turvy last year. I suppose a
more wild and reckless hullabaloo
of a dance might be invented than
the racquet, but it is difficult to con-
ceive it. Of all forms of dancing
that is the most barbarous. The
spectacle of wild eyed maidens and
nerce men tearing up and down a
room all out of breath, dripping
with perspiration and working like
beavefs was one that excited a fool-
ing of sympathy and pity. If a
stately and respectable style of
dance comes in again it might take
away some of the fun, excitement,
fatigue and immorality of tho wilder
dances, but it will substitute tem-
per and grace. Both of them are
now needed in tho average ball
room. Brooklyn Eagle.

At a party one evening several
contested the honour of having done
t.he most extraordinary thing; a
reverend gentleman was appointed
judge of their respective pretensions.
One produced his tailor's bill with a
receipt attached to it. A buzz ran
through the room that this could not
be outdone, when a second proved
that ho had just arrested his tailor
for money lent him. "The palm is
his," was the general cry, when a
third put in his claim. "Gentlemen,"
said he, "I cannot boast of the acts
of my predecessors, for I have just
returned to the owners three lead
pencils and two umbrellas that were
left at my house." "I'll hear no
more," cried the astonished arbitra-
tor. "This is the acme of honesty,
it is an act of virtue of which I never
knew any one capable. The prize is

) his,"


