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ccpt the adherents of his own party.
A largo proportion of the "assembled
wisdom" of the stale goes for
nothing unless it originates on the
right side of the house. Useful
legislation is thus often obstructed
in pi notice by the very persons who
arc its most strenuous advocates in
theory. Again, unwise measures
fail to be thrown out because every
reason advanced against them passes
unheeded on no other ground than
that the objector presumes to have
a mind of his own. The beat meas-

ures arc often shorn of half their
usefulness by reckless opposition
offered for opposition's sake. And
the worst concocted schemes arc
cheerfully endorsed by parly hacks
who, if out of the leading strings,
would denounce the same acts with
all their might. Whether a man in
public life shapes his course by
honest and honorable principles or
from motives of the .most deeply
dyed villain, he is denounced all
the same by political opponents.
Party spirit invests the empty pated
demagogue with all the attributes of
the most pi ofomul statesmanship,
and divests the real statesman of a
reputation for anything except thor-

oughly developed scoundrelism.

A SHADY TRANSACTION.

Great dissatisfaction exists in the
business community over the award-

ing of the contract for supplies to
the Oalm Jail, for the year begin-

ning Sept. 7th, instant. There is a
strong impression that the transac-
tion was unfair to competitors and
unfavorable to the interests of the
public. It is, indeed, dilllcult to
sec how both these features could
be wholly kept out. of the awaid, in
the method the Minister of the In-

terior adopted. Business minds arc
puzzled to know how the contract
could be given in block for the ex-

tensive variety of articles lcquired,
and the lax-payi- public receive
the most advantageous terms for all,
or even a fair average, of the sup-

plies. For instance, the catering of
poi and blankets, of bread and shoes,
of rice and galvanized buckets, of
meat and horse-shoein- g, is in each
case au incongruous combination of
wares, for which no single dealer is
likely to be in a position to quote
the most favorable terms. If a con-

tractor can furnish the twenty-si- x

articles advertised for, to equal ad-

vantage with separate contractors
for every class of goods, it is difficult
to discover how he can make a
profit on the whole deal. Can he
obtain lower prices by private bar-

gain than the Government could in
open competition for the several
classes of supplies ? In the matter

'of poi, comment is that the con-

tract should have been given to
a native, if possible, as before.
Perhaps a native manufacturer will
still furnish the article, but besides
his legitimate profit the public will
have to pay more or less additional
as the .unnecessary middleman's
share. The same thing may doubt-
less be conjectured of, perhaps,
most other articles in the bill. At
nil events, the transaction is suff-
iciently shady to demand the publi-

cation of a detailed statement, show-

ing the prices in the contract as
awarded, together with the tenders
of unsuccessful competitors.

KEEP IT AWAY.

The idea that cholera, having ap-

peared at Nagasaki, Japan, i3 not
going to reach the Pacific coast, or
these islands from the west, becauso
the history of its progress in the
past has always found it travelling
westward, may be found of very
little value. Certain it is that the
acceptance of the theory of a west-

ward course will not prevent the
disease from travelling in tho con-

trary direction. It will probably
locate where the conditions for its
propagation exist. Dirty streets
and overcrowded tenements aiesure
to become hotbeds of tho disease
should its germs be once introduced.
And thero is another fact almost
equally well established, which is
that airy dwellings, puro water,
nourishing diet, personal cleanliness
and temperate habits, all supple-
mented by clean, well kept public
thoroughfares offer no inducements
to the epidemic; an d where these
principles of sanitation have prac-

tical effect, tho spread of cholera
is an all but physical impossibility,
Prompt measures should -- be taken
forthwith to put this city in trim to
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keep the plague away from us. Any
labor and expense incurred for this
end will answer the threefold pur-

pose of preventing an invasion of
disease, inviting instead a large in-

flux of desirable tourists and resi-

dents, and securing the more perma-
nent location of many persons whose
depaiture would be a heavy loss to
the Kingdom, but who are just now
halting between twoopinions whether
to leave or to stay.

VOLAPUK.

This is an ago of novelties, inven-

tions, curious schemes and, perhaps
it may be added, of colossal hum-

bugs.
a

Volapuk is tho latest addi-
tion to the technicalities of modern
life. It is ingenious enough to bo
called an invention, original enough
to be a novelty, peculiar enough to1
lie an innovation, and apparently
impracticable enough to bo a hum-

bug. Volapuk is a new language
of thirteen thousand words, in-

tended for the use of commercial
men the world over. One of the
clerical qualifications of future ap-

plicants for situations in mercantile
houses will be a knowledge of Vola-

puk. Business men will, on the
adoption of Volapuk, be able to
understand each other. The Chinee
and the Englishman will bo in phi-

lological harmony, and the Hawaiian
will be able to order pine and wheat
from the forest of British Columbia
and the prairies of the west, and
the Canadian and American will
respond with big orders for sugar,
and all through the medium of the
to be cosmopolitan and euphonious
Volapuk phraseology. An Angli-

cised definition of the word is be-

yond our attainments ; for we have
to confess that we were wicked
enough, in our early years, to play
truant on the days when Volapuk
grammar was on the school room
boards. The words of which this
new medium of communication is to
be compose will be drawn from
the English, Latin and Saxon. It
is intended to be "spoken on every
exchange in the world ; the traders
of every race will adopt it in buying
and selling." The construction of
this wonderful language has been
seriously undertaken by a Russian
philologist. How many generations
must arise and pass away before
the Hawaiian, English, Chinese,
Japanese, Portuguese, German,
Italian, French, Latin, Greek, Da-

nish, Norwegian, Spanish, Russian,
and other languages in present use
on these Islands, will all be absorbed
or superseded by Volapuk is a ques-

tion that we are quite ready to
answer, but space being very limited
to-da- y, tho answer must be post-

poned for a future occasion.

POPULAR GOVERNMENT.

In one of its calm, incisive re-

views, the New York Nation 'tells
some solid truth about "popular"
government. Its subject is a treatise
on the constitutional history of the
United States by Miss Dawes. The
author of the book is laudatory to a
degree regarding the admirable
theory underlying different subdi-

visions of the American system.
She takes it all in, apparently, as if
the intention was practical accom-
plishment of the aims of those who
framed the constitution. The re-

viewer judges national institutions
by the evidence of experience. There
can almost be heard, under his
strokes, the cracking of popular
idols in the temple of liberty. It is

not, however, republican institutions,
alone, that the criticism affects. The
evils laid bare are to be found in
tho political fabrics of peoples en-

joying representative government in
other forms. And thoy are not at-

tributable to falsity of principle, or
dofect of theory, merely, but to the
fact that principle and theory are
not reinforced by safeguards against
abuses of power from below that aro
even more dangerous, because more
liable to be concealed, than tyranny
from tho elevated powers and digni-

ties of old world economies. Let
the reviewer give a specific instance
of the complicated structure in the
basement of the republican fabric,
as better illustrating what has to be
taken into account from beneath the
fair superstructure of popular liber-

ties. Ho says : ' 'We took occasion
lately, in answering the enquiries of
an English friend, to study up the
system of nominations, from the
ward meeting of tho city to the pre-

sidential convention, nud were our
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selves astonished on beholding the
vast structure which has grown up
like a coral reef, as it were from tho
unseen labors of certain insects."
In other countries than the United
States we have heard notes compared
by supporters of existing parties who
had been behind the scenes in politi-

cal strife. The joint conclusions
were not calculated to support the
most optimistic views of the success
of popular institutions. In short,
investigation of the inner workings
of party politics, in almost any
country, will reveal "insects" work-

ing upon a reef that is certain to be
constant peril to the ship's keel,

until it is removed by some agency
more poi. erful than the resistance of
partisanship. It is not for believers
in equal human rights, however, to
abandon in despair the problem of
establishing and operating the ma-

chinery of true liberty. What ha9
been accomplished in pruning the
high branches of political growths
of the past, gives encouragement
that the trouble at the roots of pre-

sent systems may be reached by
potent remedies. One of the first
essentials to that end is to convince
tho whole people of a country, that
they are not except
when they have taken the trouble to
use the means provided for that pur-
pose, and that, when they meekly
accept rulers provided through the
machinations of ignoble adventurers
holding council in secret, they are
under a vassalage degrading and
grievous.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

An article in the Brooklyn Eagle
holds that it is mediocrity that scores
most successes in life. Baseball is,
however, entirely ignored in the
argument.

There has been a revival of the
Thames (New Zealand) goldfield,
as it is anticipated that new proces-

ses of gold saving introduced will
enable reefs hitherto not profitable
to be worked to advantage.

The Detroit Free Press says fresh
banana peel rubbed on a corn will
cure it. In this country a banana
peel under the sole of the foot makes
corns grow on the spinal column.
Perhaps it is the same in the chief
city of the Michiganders.

A poem in an exchange is entitled,
"Sometime," and in it "my child"
is told a lot of things that will happen
in that indefinite period. It is a
great disappointment to find in the
otherwise meritorious production no
mention made of the completion of
the Honolulu street railway.

A scheme of real socialism is in

existence in New Zealand, under the
name of the " New Zealand Co-

operative Land and Labor Company

(Limited)." It has for object the
joinder of the three factors the
producer, the capitalist, and the
consumer in partnership of pro-

perty and profits. Its membership
seems to be numerous and certainly
is enthusiastic.

Karl Blind claims to bo able to
prove that Victor Hugo was of Gei-ma- n

origin, and a Frenchman only
by the accident of circumstances,
France, however, owns the illustrious
author by v'utuc of tho proverbial
"nine points of the law." His life
was French, his works likewise, and
Franco gave him honor abundant
and a tomb. Still, the proof Karl
Blind claims ability to produce would
bo very initating to the French
mind.

At n trado meeting of the iron-worke- is

of Auckland, New Zealand,

it was shown that within two years
machinery to the value of a million
and a quarter dollars had been im-

ported at that poit. Tho secretary
of tho meeting argued that tho work-ingm- en

should combine to have tho
importation of machinery stopped.
He expatiated upon the benefits to
local trade that would accrue from
having all that machinery made at
home. That depends. If tho coun-
try can more easily and cheaply
raise products that would pay for
the machinery abroad, than it can
manufacture the machinery, then the
benefits of prohibiting importation
would bo very difficult to demon-

strate.

Probably it was an outcry against
abuse of the pardoning power by
governors which led to the establish'
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ment of a Court of Pardons in New

Jersey. Wo know not, but, what-

ever was tho occasion for the new
tribunal's creation, an Amciican
paper says that the Court granted
one hundred pardons in n week, or
six more than the Governor giaulcd
in two years.

(
Thus change is found

to be not always for the best, and
corporate mercies to bo sometimes
as tender as those of the possessor
of a soul. But whether the tender-
ness in question is to be attributed
to humane sympathies or much worse
weaknesses, deponent, knowing as
little of Jersey justice as of Jersey
lightning, sayclli not.

Sir Julius Vogcl, Picmier of New
Zealand, owing to his original budget
having been rejected by the Legisla-

ture, has submitted a new one. He
has to make provision for a defi-

ciency of nearly eight hundred
thousand dollars. This is to be done
by deferring payment of $250,000
due on the floating deficiency, by
cutting down expenses in different
departments, and by an increase of
an eighth of a penny in the property
tax. New Zealand will be more
foitunate than Hawaii if it lias a
Legislature with wisdom enough to
cut down expenditure v. hen the coun-

try has gone into the mire of finan-

cial embarrassment in other words,
having legislators who know enough
to come in when it rains.

Tho Atlanta, Ga., Constitution
says that while the sympathy of the
south for General Grant "could not
be expected to take the extreme
character it did in the north, yet it
was sincere enough to show that tho
war is over, and that discord will
not come from this section."

Patent medicines aic not such an
important article of commerce in
England as in America. This is be-

cause the rich piefer to give their
health in keeping of the doctors,
and the proprietary specifics aro too
dear for the poor to buy. The news-

paper correspondent who gives this
information does not tell how the
poor keep up their physical tone.

Mr. Walters, proprietor of the
London Times, when in Now York a
few years ago, was shown thiough
Riverside Park. On reaching the
spot where General Grant now rests,
he thanked his friend who led him
there, saying he had traveled in
many lands, but had never seen such
a beautiful drive as that. ' Views of
the place in the illustrated papers
make one readily believe that the
taste of Mr. Walters was correct.

The Bulletin has contained a
very readable account of a yachting
contest preliminary to the great in-

ternational race for the America
cup. It is a matter of surprise that
there is not more of this delightful
pastime of yachting in a place of
such favorable conditions for it as
Honolulu. Popular interest, and
the public's support, seem to be
wedded much more to rowing aqua-

tics. , This is strange, in a climate
where physical exercise in the mini-

mum is usually regarded as a suff-

iciency. AVe hope tho breezy account
of the Now Bedford race may have
its due effect in stimulating tho
sport here.

Mr. Harland, Mayor of Belfast,
who recently accepted a baronetcy
of tho United Kingdom, had pre-

viously declined a knighthood. Ho
spent a hundred thousand dollars
out of his own pocket during tho
recent visit of tho Piincc of Wales
to Belfast. What do tho noble souls
of Honolulu say to such munificent
patriotism as that? If Belfast has
a few citizens like Mayor Harland,
there is no fear that her punting
offices will be compelled to do tho
printing for every public celebration
for nothing.

Tho Cure Labello, a famous patri-

ot-priest of Canada, in a letter
from Paris, says the peoplo of tho
metropolis remark a likeness in his
pronunciation to that obtaining "at
Rochellc, in Normandy, in Bretagnc ;

it is the vciitablo pionuuciation of
the time of Louis XIV." This
agrees with the judgment of emi-

nent French scholars who have
visited Canada, nud found that the
patois of the habitants is tho lan-

guage spoken in France two cen-

turies ago, The educated French
of Montreal and Quebec speak the
Parisian language of to-da- y in its

purity, accounts of pedantic tourists
to the contrary notwithstanding.

A merchant who never gives of--

fenso himself complains that tho
sidewalks, already too narrow, arc
allowed to be blocked by packages
and articles of merchandise. It is
one of our villagy pecadilloes, that
stand between us and recognition as
a modern metropolis.

It is sad that Pasteur's method of
vaccination for cattle plague has
proved completely successful in In-

dia for elephants, horses, asses,
cows, buffaloes and sheep. Per-

haps vaccination for glanders would
save much wealth in horseflesh, not
to mention ammunition.

The New York Nation says tho
English drink five times as much
tea as coffee, while the Americans
drink eight times as much coffee as
tea, and this disparity of national
appetite in the matter of dietary
beverage is steadily increasing be-

tween the two countries.

They have it in Dublin that the
Duke of Connaught, one of Queen
Victoria's sons, has arranged to re-

side in Ireland in the near future,
lie will live privately and in no way
interfere with the ofllcial actions of
the viceroy. If English royalty had
been more intimate with Ireland in
the past, Iiish disloally would not
have been so intimate with England.

The constitutionality of the Tcrii-tori- al

law prescribing the anti-polyga-

test-oat- h to ollicc-holde- rs and
voters has been affirmed by Chief
Justice Hayes, of Idaho. Laws
against polygamy aro beginning, not
too soon, to bo vigorously asserted
in the courts. The Salt Lake in-

stitution must go, and should never
have been allowed to come.

A statement was made in the San
Francisco Call, and has been re-

peated heie, that Mr. M. S. Grin-bau- m

was the agent ho disposed
of the Hawaiian sugar crop to the
American Refinery.- - Several of
those best qualified to speak upon
the subject, have authorized us to
say that the statement in question
is entirely without foundation.

A Pittsburg despatch says the
outlook in the iron trade has not
been more favorable for many years
than it is at present. This means a
prospect of good times in the States,
for the keynote in the scale of
manufacturing enterprises is struck
on iron. When the iron furnaces
aro kept well heated, they glow in
the faces of workmen in every de-

partment of trade.

A village preacher in Pennsylva-
nia was attacked and knocked down
in his pulpit for referring to Gen-

eral Grant in connection with an
enumeration of names of distin-
guished persons of ancient and
modern times. That preacher's ap-

preciation of the fighting qualities
of the hero of his sermon would
have been best expressed by taking
that hearer by the nape of tho neck
and executing sentence of ex-

communication through the nearest
window.

The advauco of prohibition senti-

ment in the Southern States is some-

thing remarkable. Au idea of its
strength may be gathered from the
announcement of the Atlanta Con-

stitution that "Piohibitiou presents
the most important issue now before
tho people of Georgia," and tho
acknowledgment made, evidently in
trepidation, by that paper, that the
forcing of prohibition into politics
"would threaten tho integrity of tho
democratic party in the state," Tho
writer of tho article claims to bo a
prohibitionist, but one who does not
believe liquor can over lie driven out
of cities.

Danish settlors in tho Provlnco of
New Brunswick, Canada, have re-

markably prospered. Somo of them
have oven amassed considerable
wealth. With au abundance of
laud, comprising soil adapted to an
extensive range of productions, and
a climate very agreeable to them
and fteo from the violences of the
West, the lines of these peoplo fell
in pleasant places when thoy cast in
their lot with tho blucnoses. Ex-

perience has demonstrated that the
hardy European races can adapt
themselves to tho Hawaiian climate.
It is, therefore, gratifying to know,
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as wo have received a hint, that the
promoters of the recently projected
colonizing scheme for this island in-

tend to have the inducements for
agricultural settlement here made
known in Europe.

A somewhat lively diplomatic
breeze has arisen among the Euro-
pean powers with reference to the
proprietorship of the Caroline Isl-

ands. The claims of Spain are sup-

posed to be secretly supported by
France. It will be an interesting
episode in the land grabbing expe-
ditions of European powers, some of
whom aro incapable of managing tho
territory they have, to see them
plunged into a big war over half a
dozen dots of soil ten thousand
miles away." War, however, will not
likely ensue ; for "whom the gods
wisli to destroy, they first make
mad," and neither of the contest-
ants is mad enough to lay out her
millions for the acquisition of so
small and remote a prize as the
Carolines.

Amherst College has for twenty-fou- r

years tested physical culture,
under the direction of its authori-
ties, in conjunction with mental and
moral discipline. The result is

manifest in a graduated inverse
ratio of sickness to the number of
years students have been in the
institution. Thus, the percentage
on the sick list has been 29 percent
for Freshmen, tapering down through
two intervening classes to 10 per-
cent for Seniors. It is gratifying to
bo able to state that physical train-
ing under the superintendence of
tutors is part of the methods of
some educational institutions in this
country.

Prof. Tyndall devoted the pio-cee-

of his lectin ing tour of 1872-- 3,

in the United States, to the en-

couragement of studies in physical
science. The amount was over $13,-00- 0,

and it was committed to the
charge of three trustees. Originally
the main object of the fund was
"to assist Amciican scientific stu-

dents to spend some years at Euro-

pean universities, it being the
founder's desire that each scholar
should remain four years at a Ger-
man university." This having been
found impracticable, owing to most
students objecting to the terms, with
Professor Tyndall's consent a modi-
fication of the scheme has been ob-

tained. It is announced that the
accumulated fund, amounting to
832,000, is to be devoted' to the
maintenance by Harvard, Columbia
and Pennsylvania universities of
graduate scholarships in the Depart-
ment of Physics. Science predicts
that the name of Prof. Tyndall, an
English physicist, will always be
remembered with gratitude in the
land that gave Rumford to hold a
distinguished position in the Royal
institution of Great Britain.

THE QUEEN'S HOSPITAL.

The quarterly meeting of the
Trustees of the Queen's Hospital
was held, according to notice, this
forenoon. A change was made in
the scale of charges as follows:
Chinamen, who used to pay COets.,
but latterly 'iOc, will hereafter be
charged SOcts. a day. Patients
sent by benevolent societies, who
used to pay 81 but latterly OOcts.,
will have to pay 75cts. As tho so-

cieties arc apportioned a share of
the passport receipts on their own
account, it is not thought this ad-
vance will be deemed a hardship.
Tho fee for other foreigners is left
at 81 a day as before. It appears
receipts fell behind expenditures

3,000 for the quarter, but this is
regarded as only a temporary debt
that the ordinary revenues will meet.

Sept. 4th.
Honolulu, Aug. Ill, 1S85.

To the Trustees of the (Jiiccii'h Ho-
spitalGentlemen ! I have tlio honor to
submit tho following ropoit for this
quarter ending August 31st:

Tho totul number of patients at pres-
ent in the Hospital is CO, vU. : Xt

21 muled, U females; 2 CliliiOki)
and 25 of other intlonalltlcs; 25 paying.

Tho total number of admissions during
the quarter was 120, vU.: 45 Hawaii ins,
!)2 males, 1'.! females; 7 Chinese, and !8
of other nationaltles. Dlhchuigcd !W,

U. : 117 lliiwiillnns, 21 males, Hi female;
0 Chinese, and 05 uf other nationalities.
Deaths, 10, vU.: 0 Hawaiian, 5 mules,
1 female; 2 Chinese, and 8 of other
nationalities.

Tho causes of death were: lleilberl,
1 ; collapse, 1 ; consumption, 8; debility,
i mseaiu oi mcr, i urojisy, ij
typhoid fever, U.

Tho ileho&t number of indoor natients
was to; jowesi, n uauy average, uu
number of picbcriptlons, 2,B81; calls at
dispensary, 023. The number of putlcuta
treated at the Hospital wus as follows:
Juno, 83; July, 100; August, Ul.

ltespectiully submitted,
Koukkt MoKmui.w '

A man who gets the mitten is apt
to be guilty pf contempof court.
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