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THE COLONIAL MAILS.

It appears, from advices received
by the S. S. Australia, thai the news
telegraphed to Han Francisco and
In ought here by thu last Oceanic
mail, icgarding the Australian mail
service, was premature. There
does not seem, however, to lie the
slightest doubt that, in some way
or other, this route will be, con-

tinued. Instead of the contract
having been awarded to Mr. Pearcc,
representative of the Glasgow linn
of John Elder & Co., for a service
between Auckland, New Zealand,
and San Francisco, it is expected

Mhat a tripartite arrangement will be
effected to maintain the present
route between Sydney, N. S. V.,
and Ran Francisco. The Union
Company, of New Zealand, and Mr.
Pearcc are likely to jointly contract
to perform the service between Syd-

ney, Auckland and Honolulu, and
the Oceanic Company do all the
business between here and San
Francisco. Such an arrangement
would involve Honolulu being the
headquarters of the route, and a
large addition to the business of
this port would bo the result. That
is, of course, providing that connec-

tions could be made here with the
required economy and expedition.
Otherwise, the arrangement would

be a failure, and a remodelled
scheme woidd have to be devised
before the contracts had been long
in operation. The New Zealand
Government, at last accounts, was

in consultation with the Government
of New South Wales. It had been
found by the former that an elli-cie- nt

service, with Auckland as the
terminus, could not be obtained for
the subsidy voted by the Legisla-

ture. An agitation against (his

route, and on behalf of the direct
one to London, is still being carried
on at Wellington, N. Z.

THE PLANTERS' MONTHLY.

The Planters' Monthly for Sep-

tember is out. It contains the usual
variety of valuable information for
planters. Discussing the labor sup-

ply of the future, the editor recom-

mends a continuation of Japanese
immigration so long as there is a
demand for it. An article on the
treatment of laborers on the planta-
tions, emphatically denies that the
laborers arc ever beaten or other-

wise Local papers which
have given currency to a contrary
impression are hauled over the
coals. As this paper has done so,
we may ay that it was upon the
strength of information directly
conveyed by credible gentlemen,
who professed to have been wit-

nesses of maltreatment while resi-

dents of planting districts. At the
same time, wo have never received
or sought to convey the impression
that the alleged evils existed in more
than exceptional cases. The im-

portant announcement is made that
the Trustees of the Planters' Labor
and Supply Company have given in
their approval to the policy of the
Minister of the Interior, in having
hoards of inspectors appointed for
eich nationality considerably repre-

sented in the labor on the planta-
tions. This is an endorsement of
the position taken by the Buuxtin
upon, that question at the outset,
in the face of very inllucntial repre-
sentations that the policy was a
menace to the independence of the
country. So dependent is Ha-

waiian prosperity upon cheap labor
from abroad, in the present con-

dition of things, that the kingdom
should bo prepared to make reason-

able concessions to those countries
that are its principal sources of
labor supply. Further, it appear,
in this case that the policy adopted
was not by nny means dictated by
Japan, but was conceived with a
view to proving beyond a doubt to
the Government of that nation that
the promises mado to it, respecting
the treatment of its subjects here,
were thoroughly sincere.

NATURE'S LAW.

Nature is a faithful servant, but a
terrible mistress. According as
natural law&are observedorviolated,
so wijl dame nature be servant or
mistress. As a servant, her duties
are fulfilled with unerring pi ocision,
and those she serves reap large
benefits in the various conditions of
a comfortable existence. Once sho
is allowed to become mistress, she

tr'is inexorable in her demands, Her
Speanlties know nothing of mitigation
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of sentence. Whatever circum-
stances of extenuation may be pled
by the criminal at the public bar of
justice, and pled successfully to es-

cape the penally of the laws; exten-
uating circumstances are of little
force to shield the culprit who comes
into collision with nature's require-
ments. Nature has put two "se-

ntences in her penal code, disease
and mum. Trial, verdict, sen-

tence and execution follow in close
order. It matters not whether the
dock be occupied by a single person,
or by a whole community. Penal-

ties arc inllicted with the most sub-

lime indifference to the feelings of
whomsoever they may concern. For
the individual disregarding the
principles of hygiene, whether from
ignorance or wilful depravity, dis-

ease in 'oinc one of its myriad
forms is certain to ensue. For the
city or town neglecting the necessary
processes of sanitation, nature has
her armory of fevers and epidemics
ready to scatter disease and dcatli
among the population, just as a
military force pours bullets into a
rioting mob.

SANITATION.

The matter of public health is one
that has occupied a larger share of
attention during the past few years
than ever it did in any former
period. No question of civic inter-

est is of more practical impoitancc
in its results upon the every day
life and industries of the .people.
Great as is the attention devoted to
it, the sanitary measures already
in operation arc by no means con-

sidered perfect. The discoveries of
science and the lessons of experience
are continuously suggesting new and
improved methods for the preserva-
tion of the public health. Looking
through the pages of "Good Health,"
a magazine published in the State of
Michigan, a short time ago, we
noticed a report of a meeting of
medical men, at which the subject
of sanitation was discussed in all its
bearings. The position taken by
one of the authorities at the meeting
was that civic expenditures for sani-

tation are among the most profitable
investments of public money that
can be made. Money spent in pre-

serving the public health is a direct
source of income to a community.
Sick men are, next to criminals and
paupers, about the most unprofitable
citizens a town can have. Where
woikmen are employed, the result
of their labor must appear in addi-

tion to the value of property in
the place. If a man's labor contri-

butes to the wealth of the nation, it
follows that every day's work lost,
through ill health, represents just
so much diminution of the aggre-

gate accumulation of property.
Hence, effective sanitary measures
are calculated to keep the wcalth-pioduci-

human machines in active
working condition. One paper read
at the meeting dealt with the dis-

posal of garbage. The danger of
allowing gaibago to accumulate on
premises is fully elaborated. To
get lid of it, the best method is by
burning it up. And where this is
not practicable, it should be stored
in tightly covered vessels and carted
off every day. No slops should be
thrown on the ground about a dwell-

ing house. Where sewerage is wanting,
all slops should be disposed of at a
safe distance. Slops and garbage
are fertile breedcis of Hies, which
me exceedingly annoying; and breed
not only Hies, but also deadly
microscopic organisms. The atmos-

pheric conditions of a locality can-

not possibly be healthy, while slops
and garbage exist. Householders
ought to adopt every possible means
to keep their premises free from
these noxious elements. And where
householdeis are wanting in the
ingenuity or enterprise necessary
for tlio purpose, the "good offices"
of the authorities should bo brought
into vigorous requisition. For the
information of the well disposed but

portion of the commu-
nity, printed directions ought to be
issued to every householder, with
injunctions to keep them posted up
on the premises, where every
domestic can seo them. And the
faithful adherence to these instruc-

tions ought to be vigorously en-

forced under sharp penalties. For
any citizen to object to detailed
sanitary legulatinns of this sort
would be proof-po&iliv- o that such
citizen's ideas are too antiquated for

'
modern use. Nor would a system
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of positive espionage bo too severe
to adopt. None would oppose it
except those whose slovenly ways
need to be mended. If the Board
of Health in this city nru not already
invested with sufficient powers to
compel a universal, thorough and
periodically repeated cleaning up, it
is high lime llicy were. And if
that body have any functions,
hitherto unexercised, in reserve, it
is high time they were making a
stir, or otherwise, sanitary measures,
effective when taken in time, may
be turned into u series of abortive
elfoi ts, echoing back upon the terror
stricken inhabitants nothing but the
ghostly refrain, "too late."

A MANIFEST WANT.

For several sessions of the Legis-

lature, efforts have been made by
Mr. Dayton, Deputy Marshal of the
kingdom, to obtain an appropriation
for a police boat. We should think
such a demand would be deemed
one of the most reasonable in the
world. The whole outside trade of
the city is conducted by water, and
the large water front, together with
the bights and headlands bordering
the approaches from all sides by
water, indicate a necessity for both
customs and police supervision over
the bay and neighboring channels.
Every large city abroad has its
water police service, which is no less
important than the guardianship of
the peace on shore. Lately our
police had a fishing excursion or two
outside the reef, angling for a quan-

tity of opium that, according to in-

formation, had been thrown over-

board from an incoming steamer.
With the water approaches patrolled
by police in boats when vessels arc
expected, there would be but a slight
chance of such a smuggling trick, as
the suspected one referred to, being
successfully performed. In our
case, the service ought not to cost
much. There would probably be no
need for a special water police brig-

ade, beyond the boatmen required
to be always on call for taking an
officer or a detachment of the city
force to a particular point. So ob-

vious is this lack of the port, that
we do not deem an elaborate argu-

ment necessary to demonstrate it.
It is to be hoped the next Legisla-
ture will take a more rational and
liberal view of the matter than pre-

vious ones.

CONSISTENCY AND JUSTICE.

Consistency is a jewel. The way
it sparkles on the badges of the
native policemen of this city is won-

derful. The way the said police-

men don't go for palpable law-

breakers, and the way they do go
for them is one of those exquisite
little mysteries that has come to be
regarded as a fixed staple in the
street gossips' daily bill of fare.
Such a thing as native policemen
doing anything without special in-

structions, has long since ceased to
be cited, as in other cities, among
the common events of city life. The
urbanity and politeness of these
olllcers is all that can be desired.
But their enterprise in grappling in-

discriminately with disorderly ele-

ments has never been written up,
and it is a very difficult subject for
any scribe, having a reputation for
veracity to maintain, to write up.
There are, occasionally, some spurts
of voluntarj' activity displayed by
the jolly and genial Hawaiian guar-
dian of the peace, but these excep-

tional activities arc almost certain to
be exercised on behalf of tmpal;e.
John Chinaman, especially if not
over generous, witli coin, stands a
fair chance of being "run in" for
breaches of the national ordinances,
while irregularities of the gravest
character on the part of white peo-

ple and natives are let severely
alone. The penalties of the bench
are imposed in strict accordance
witli the laws. But the inconsistency
of the practical application of the
laws lies in their apparent adapta-
tion to the delinquencies of a few
Mongolians, while hundreds ofothor
open violators of law and order pass
scot free right under the eyes of the
police. In other cities, the police
force are the terror of evil-doer- s, by
being ever on the alert for business,
If our native policemen would bo a
little more sharp and enterprising,
many of the irregularities seen in
our streets Sundays and week-day- s

would become small by 'degrees and
beautifully less;

WHY IS IT ?

Among the many inquiries hcaid
every day, but not answered, is one
relating to the now famous contract
laboi circular issued by the Minister
of the Interior and President of the
Board of Immigration, and the posi-

tion and functions of the Honorable
A. S. Cleghorn, Inspector-Gener- al

of Immigration. The spirit, at
least, of the labor circular was ap-

proved by the Bui.ixtin, at the time
it was issued. The steps taken by
the Government to give effect to the
provisions of that document seem,
however, to be 3omc hat mysterious.
Three separate commissions have al-

ready been despatched on missions
of conciliation to plantations from
winch disturbances had been re-

ported. Where was the Inspector-Gener- al

of Immigration on cacli and
all of those occasions? Law is law,
and according to the utterances of
the Minister of the Interior in his
circular of August 11 lb, the new

arrangements were not intended to
supersede the operation of existing
laws, but rather to make the course
of true love towards the contract
laborers run more smoothly. Ac-

cording to the statuses of the king-

dom, the Honorable A. S. Cleghorn
should have been, at the
head of each of the commissions re-

ferred to. Why the Inspector-Gener- al

of Immigration was thus left
out in the cold has not yet been ex-

plained. The curious feature of the
whole business is that while the com-

missioners acting under the Board
of Immigration, at the head of which
presides the able Minister of the In-

terior, arc empowered to hoar, inves-

tigate and dispose of complaints, the
Inspector-Gener- al of Immigration is
empowered by the laws of the King-
dom to execute precisely the same
functions. It may have been neces-

sary for the safety of the kingdom
that the Minister of Interior should
have an opportunity of impressing
on the world a due sense of his own
dignity and indispensability. It may
have been, for similar reasons, that
the farcical announcement was made
recently of Mr. Clcghorn's appoint-
ment to an office which he has held
for two or three years past.
While the Minister of the Interior
ignores the Inspector-Gener- al of Im-

migration, the proper thing for the
last-nam- officer will be to ignore
the new commissioners. It is no
far-fetch- supposition to contem-

plate the possibility of a collision
between the officers whose authority
is derived from the legislature and
the officials created by the fiat of the
Minister of the Interior.

SUCARY SYMPATHY.

The Advertiser this morning draws
a very sad picture of the affairs
present and prospective of the
American Refinery Company of San
Francisco. The article is startling
only in the wonderful fertility of
imagination displayed 1)3" the writer
in minimizing the resources of his
employer's rivals, and in magnifying
little accidents into big calamities.
It is oracularly observed that the
company has no sugar on hand,
which would surely be a bad condi-

tion for a sugar refinery to be in.
But it will be time enough for the
friends of the American Refinery
Company to squeal or their rivals to
squeal for them, when they aro hurt.
The Hawaiian sugar for the Ameri-

can Refinery is under contract to
commence its shipments after the
first of January, and the extension
of the refinery's works is going on
with a view to being ready for these
shipments on arrival. It is hard to
see where the unfortunate part of
the business comes in four months
in advance of operations. Again,
" its wharf , shed and several thou-

sand bricks," says the 'Tiser, "have
all collapsed into the sea." And
what of it? The wharf and shed
can very easily be rebuilt and it
would not be very surprising to learn
that the rebuilding has already been
effected. And with respect to the
lost bricks, wo liavo been informed,
on good authority, that the loss does
not probably exceed 20,000, which
at nine dollars per thousand, makes
a vacuum in the funds of $180.00.
This, if necessary, can be promptly
filled by passing the hat round
among the planters on 'the Islands.
Our contemporary's prediction that
the " California Refiijury will net a
million dollars within a few months,"
is oho that wo sincerely hope will,

bo fully verified. But whatever cn--
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couragement the statement may be

supposed to afford that company

must be very heavily discounted by

the adversities conjured up in the
imagination of the writer in his re-

ferences to the affairs of the Ameri-

can Refinery. It will be mnio satis-

factory to both companies and their
friends to await developments than
to count losses or gains on the basis

of the Adccrtiscr'tt system of Arith-

metic.

HAWAIIAN SUCAR.

According lo the repoil of the
Special Deputy Collector, the im-

ports of raw sugar at San Francisco,
from the Hawaiian Islands for the
year ending 30th June last, amount-

ed to l(ifl,f)!)l,000 pounds, the
largest quantity from these islands
for anycorrcsponding twelve months
previous. For the five years ending
with the ame date, the Hawaiian Isl-

ands sent fi8'l,26!l, 71ft pounds, while
the aggregate quantity from all other
sources in the same time, was !(!,-201- ),

13 1. Comparing 1881-8- 5 with
1880-8- 1, the quantity was more
than doubled. The crop for the
current year will probably be still
larger, as there are favorable re-

ports from all the plantations. The
crop never looked better, the
acreage is greater, and methods are
more economical than ever before.

IRRICATI0N

It is claimed that a thoroughly
developed system of irrigation will

add to the agricultural wealth of the
State of California $100,000,000
annually. On this subject, the S.
J1. Jiullctin says: "Heretofore irri-

gation hasj)cen mainly applied to
fruit and vegetable culture, but witli
the increase of small holdings and
the prosecution of diversified indus-

tries, its value will be more fully
developed. The result of thorough
cultivation, and abundant water
supply, in connection with the fer-

tile soil and the steady heat of the
valleys of California, will, in the
future, be almost beyond the limits
of cool calculation." The same
words apply with even greater force
to the Hawaiian Islands, and es-

pecially to Oaliu. Its products, in
the future, may be increased a
thousand fold by similar means. A
wide-sprea- d system of irrigation and
the influx of large bodies of indus-

trious inhabitants arc all that this
island wants to convert the mythical
gardens of the Ilcsperides in solid
realities.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Canon Fairar, who delivered the
eulogy on Gen. Grant in Westmin-
ster Abbey, is going to visit the
United States shortly. The Ameri-

can people and press may be de-

pended upon to duly honor the pre-

sence of the celebrated master of
rhetoric.

The present unhappy condition of
Spain is pictured by t Granada cor-

respondent, whose letter in a Lon-

don paper concludes' thus: "There
is little doubt that this country is
passing through a grave crisis.
Mortality is increasing, trade para-
lyzed. In face of impending and
widespread misery the Government
is still inactive and procrastinating.
It needs no prophet to foretell the
storm which must burst over Spain
unless a wide and prompt mode of
legislation is quickly entered upon,
to efficiently cope with and provide
for her alarmingly disastrous con-

dition."

The astronomer of the Hcientijio
AmcricuH says that the maximum of
sun spot activity probably passed in
the latter part of the year 1883.
But, " dining a recent observation,
made with a three-inc- h lcfractor,"
ho " saw on one day six, and on an-

other day nine of these little black
patches on the shining orb." Ob-

servers in different parts of Europe,
on the 11th of June, saw two spots
with tho naked eye. The above
authority believes the blemishes will
decrease until the sun is nearly free
of them in 1889, and then slowly in-

crease until about 1893, when the
maximum is reached and continues
for two or three years. This matter
is not devoid of interest, even to
people whoso minds but seldom
center on celestial things, There is

a strongly held opinion that sun
spots affect cai th's climates hence
human health and dispositions, as
well as harvests, and consequently
all earthly affairs.

The Congregation Mishkan Israel,
of Boston, fondly prize and guaid
a fine scroll of the Hebrew Scrip-

tures, piesented to them by the late
Sir Mo'ics Montoflore.

llenccfoilh, according lo a deci-

sion of the trustees, modern lan-

guages aro to be taught in Bryan
Mawr College with as much care
and precision as the Greek and
Latin. By this policy the trustees
show that they have heads capable
of standing a test by the spirit lcv.el.

The Austrian Government has ic- -

fused lo receive the new Minister of

tho United States, Mr. Kciley, be-

cause his wife is a Jewess. Tints
one European monarchy, at least,
justifies Americans in calling it
" effete." It is a wonder if the
United States will submit to such an

affront.

A New York editor rejoices in the
possession of a piano that was

brought to Baltimore by John Jacob
Astor, one hundred and two years
ago. It is described as a quaint in-

strument, with a beautifully orna-

mented case. As an antiquity that
piano will rank next to the fain.ous
old jokes, upon the horrors of piano-bangin- g

for practice and pastime.

Coffee has been raised successfully
for the first time in the United States
by a Mrs. Atzeroth, of Manatcr,
Florida, who has a fine plantation
of the berry. If Florida can pro-

duced marketable coffee, Hawaii
ought to be able to do so, too. And
if a woman can present Florida with
a new industry, so also may there
be women on these islands capable
of setting a like useful example to
the men.

No doubtful terms need be em-

ployed to say that Mistress Nature
will have a reckoning witli the in-

habitants of the city of Honolulu.'
Streets supremely dirty, garbage of
every imaginable and unimaginable
description generating pestilential
vapors in densely packed areas,
water partly solid witli the drinkers
don't know what, and partly liquid,
are existing conditions, the conse-

quences of which arc inevitable.
Similar causes have brought the
populations of cities up before the
bar of Nature in former times, and
the sentences pronounced have j's

been the same. Wherever
human habitations have been
huddled together, as they aro in
many parts of this city, wherever
impure water has been used, wher-

ever garbage and filth have been
allowed to accumulate, there fever,
epidemic and dcatli have swept
through the population, supplement-
ing dirt with desolation, and sloven-

liness with unavailing grief.

Mr. Ruskin, the English philo-

sopher, wrote a treatise on chess,
and was horrified to see it advertised
as " Ruskin on Cheese."

In Belgium the sale of liquor has
more than trebled during the last
fifty years. "The suicides rose
from fifty-fo- ur per million inhabi-
tants in 1818 to eighty in 1880. The
lunatics advanced fron 720 per mil-

lion inhabitants in 184C to 1,100 in
1881." Belgium, according to a
certain class, is one of those coun-
tries where " everybod'- drinks but
nobody gets drunk."

We are-gla- to sec that the Ad-
vertiser has resumed the publication
of Mr. M. Thompson's digest of
Hawaiian law, and hope soon lo see
tho work out in a permanent and
portable form. It is a very import-
ant undertaking, and the author's
fitness for its accomplishment is at-

tested by the fact that lie ouco very
successfully performed a similar ser-

vice for tho Distiict of Columbia.

An item in an American paper
says the consumption of rubber in
that countrj' is steadily on the in-

crease, the imports lost year unviifg
been 21,00 1,000 pounds, the greatest
amount ever grown. This fact
should induce an effott to stmt the
growing of caoutchouc trees on these
islands. It has been stated that
they would flourish here. That is
the kind of wealth that would suit
this country, which would be making
while Its owners were working nt
something else, or sleeping or. play-
ing.

In a memorial to the throne made
by the Viceroy of the Chineso Fro- -
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