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THE PAST YEAR.

Tlic year 1885 has not been an
uneventful one. Taking the whole
world in view, if the happenings in
human affairs have not been vastly
momentous in results, yet in ninny
oases they have been of immense
portent in their relations and tend-cneie- s.

Probably not in many years
have so many different parts of the
globe been the scenes of events that
have rivctted the attention of all the
nations of earth. It seems that the
peoples usually unconcerned for the
welfaio of the icst of humanity
have had their stolid iiidiffeioneo
assailed by troubles brought to their
own door. Wars, some very des-

perate and bloody ones, have dis-

turbed every continent except the
Australian, but even from that
peaceful southern land a contingent
went forth to fiuht in the African
desert. Pestilence has ravaged the
hollies of fertile countries and fair
cities. Very impoitanl political
developments have marked the year's
history of vaiious nations. The
dead year has had its bright and
happy gleams for the race, notwith-

standing all that has occurred of a
sombre shade. One of the events
engaging widespread attention at
the first of the year, was of a thor-

oughly peaceful and pleasant nature.
That was the great Cotton Centen-

nial Exposition, open to the world's
products, at New Orleans. Our own
little kingdom had thcie an oppor-

tunity to make known its resources,
capabilities and peculiarities, and by
availing thereof lias doubtless se-

cured great advantages in industry
and coinmeice. The German Parlia-

ment exercised its libcity in January
to make provision for the payment
of its members, contrary to the
strenuous opposition of the venera-

ble chancellor Bismarck. The Mor-

mon question in the United States
has been waxing more serious, until
at the close of the year it appeared
as if the illegitimate power was going

to invite destruction by open re-

bellion against the national author-

ity. Early in the year there were
apprehensions of Communist dis-

turbances in France, but later a
council of the organization was

mastered by minds opposed to vio-

lence, and the danger disappeared.
Tor many months the French cam-

paign in Cochin-Chin- a dragged its
deplorable length along, shocking
the humane feelings of Christendom
by its teeming records of unpitying
blaughter, lire and pillage. At one
stage of the struggle a tlneatcning
complication arose between England
and France, owing to the refusal of
the Hongkong Government to allow
the French licet to coal at its ports.
The ditllculty was, however, amicably
arranged. The first foreign news
reaching tins country contained ac-

counts of earthquakes in Spain at
the exit of the previous year, which
were attended with the loss of
thousands of lives and much destruc-

tion of property. When the year
opened the British campaign in the
Soudan was attracting universal at-

tention. The world-renowne- d General
Gordon, whose former rule of that
very territory had been remarkably
successful, and who was u hero and
even idol of the English nation, was
shut up in Khartoum, where he had
gone single-hande- d on a mission of
pacification. Himself and the Eng-

lish Government had, however, mis-

calculated his inlluencc at tho Arab
capital, or rather underestimated the
desperate temper of the pretender
El Mahdi, and, when it became
known that his life was in danger,
the campaign was concentrated upon
a grand effort for his rescue. Alas
for the good intentions, when the
advance of the relief expedition was
almost at the gates of the besieged
city, treachery Hung them open to
the rebel cohorts, and after a low

hours of fearful scenes all was over.
Khartoum fell on the L'Gth of Janu-

ary, Gordon being one of the many
victims of unrestrained rebel ven-

geance. There was now really no
definite object for the further sacri-

fice of the flower of England's
soldiery, and the bootless struggle
was gradually abandoned. The next
development on this dark theatre of
action was internecine strife among
the Soudanese, which has been
maintained intermittently ever since.
Soon after the fall of Khartoum the
Mahdi's death from disease was

announced, but oven that event did
not suffice to stem the Hood of
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anarchy resulting from his opera-
tions.

The new year brought forth a
subject of universal regret to citi-

zens of the United States, and in-

deed to the people of Christendom,
in the financial dillleulties in which
General Grant was discoveied to
have been overwhelmed, through his
having bestowed unlimited confi-

dence in a firm of Wall street
brokers, that his son was inveigled
into, to make a bait in swindling
transactions of his father's illus-

trious name. By the obligations
thus incurred General Grant's whole
fortune was swept away. While
measures of relief for the nation's
hero were being discussed on many
hands, the universal regret was
changed to profound sorrow at the
intelligence that the General was
seized with a fatal cancer in the
throat, that must shortly cud his
days. Soon he had to take to his
couch, and all the world watched the
progress of the malady in sympathy
with the sufferer and his nation. As
summer came on the patient was
removed to the Adirondacks for the
benefit of the mountain air, and
thcie. in a cottage oiiMountMcGre-gor- ,

he died on the 23 rd of July.
He was buried with grand honors,
as befitted his services to the nation,
and his name has been added to the
scroll of great men of all ages.

Several other items of United
States affairs during the year arc to
be lccalled briclly. Mr. Cleveland
was auspiciously inauguiatcd, the
first Piesidcnt ujiven by the Demo-

cratic Party in a quarter of a cen-

tury. His administration thus far
has been exceedingly promising of
botii reform and progress as the re-

sults of his term. A sad incident
thus carl' in the regime is the death
of the new Vice-Preside- Mr.
Hendricks, one of the leading states-

men and most estimable citizens of
the Union. The anti-Chine- agita-

tion on the Pacific Coast was gather-
ing volume and force with the
closing days of the year. There was
a shocking massacre of Chinese at
the Cold Springs coal mines, on the
line of the Union Pacific Railway,
in Wyoming Territory, in the
autumn, the actors being a depraved
set of European miners. President
Cleveland promulgated stern orders
to have any further acts of violence
sharply dealt with, at the scene of
those atrocities or elsewhere. The
passage of the Contract Labor Act,
forbidding the importation of foreign
laborers into the United States under
contract, is a notable piece of fed-

eral legislation. Settlement of the
currency question is left to the now
year, the President bringing the
issue forward by recommending in
his message the suspension of silver
coiuagc.

London was startled on Jan. 2 1th

by terrific dyinanite explosions in
Westminster and the Tower. Al-

though a holiday had caused a throng
at the places, yet nobody was killed
and only a few were injured. Of
several biispccted persons arrested,
two men were convicted and given
heavy penalties. English politics
have sustained intense interest the
whole year. Harassed bitterly by
the Conservatives, as well as many
of his own following, upon the
Egyptian question, Mr. Gladstone
continued to hold a working
majority in Parliament at increasing
odds, until the 8th of June, when,
upon the question of an increase of
the beer tax in the budget, his ad-

ministration was defeated by a vote
of 204 to 252. The Marquis of
Salisbury formed a new Cabinet
upon Mr. Gladstone's resignation,
and by consent of the Liberal oppo-
sition conducted the' remainder of
the session. Since then the country
has spoken, refusing a majority to
the new Cabinet, and further devel-
opments must be awaited. A not-

able occunencc was the London
scandal, exposures of immoral prac-
tices among aristocratic circles being
made by the Pull Mull Gazelle,
with the suddenness of a volcanic
eruption. After a few weeks of
agitation over the subject, the matter
culminated in the arrest and convic-
tion of Mr. Stead, editor of Unit
paper, for abduction. Ho had been
privy to the surreptitious taking of
a young girl from her home, and,
although proving that his object had
been to show tlic insecurity of girls,
ho was committed to prison for a
short term. A war cloud of very

threatening aopect hung over tho re-

lations between England and Russia

for months. Russiau troops en-

croached upon Afghan tcrrritory,
and actually had a conllict with the
local soldiery; but the extremely
conciliatory policy of Mr. Gladstone
averted war, disputed points being
ultimately settled, at least for a
liino, by diplomacy. No sooner was

this hannv result achieved, than

another war cloud appeared, threat-unin- j'

to overshadow all Europe.

Bulgaria and Eastern Koumclia, with-

out previous publication of tlic
banns, announced their union as an
independent state. Scrvia, Mon-

tenegro and Greece were at once in

arms, for various motives. Scrvia
violated the Bulgarian territory, and

then Turkey stood up for her inter-

ests. A conference of the great
Powers was hastily convened at
Constantinople, which threatened
Scrvia if she persisted in tho cam-

paign. About the same time the
Servian forces met with reverses,
and, although the war had been ap-

parently checked' at last accounts,
affairs arc left in a very unsettled
state. In France the Ferry Minis-

try was defeated, March 30th, on a

vote of credit for '10,000,000 francs
to continue the Tonquin campaign,

and M. Brisson formed a new Min-

istry. The Tonquin affair has been

settled by treaty with China, and

the French Government lias decided
to withdraw from the Madagascar
occupation. Canada lias had serious

tumble upon its hands, in the
French-India- n rising in the North-

west territory, which happily her

own sturdy English and French mili-

tia were, able to suppress without
Imperial assistance. The rebel leader
Riel was captured and, in spite of
strong efforts to save his life, lias
been hanged for treason. Among
the melancholy occuirenccs of the
year are the devastating avalanches
in Italy, the ravages of cholera in
Italy, France, Spain and Japan, a
serious outbreak of small-po- x in
Canada, and destructive Hoods in
many quarters. There were war
rumblings between Germany and
Spain, caused by German war vessels
seizing certain of the Caroline Isles
in the Pacific. Spanish men-of-w-

were on the ground, and for not in-

terfering their comninnders were dis-

ciplined. In Madrid the excitement
of the populace rose to the pitch of

a riotous attack on tlic German Le-

gation, for which tlic Government
immediately apologized to the Ger-

man Government. Eventually the
matter was left to the arbitration of
the Pope, who decided in favor of
the Spanish claims, and Germany
gracefully accepted the decision.

The necrology of 1885, in other
countries, contains many distin-

guished names. In the United States
Rev. Win. lly. Clianning, a cele-

brated preacher; General Grant;
Cardinal MeCloskey, of New York;
Genl. Geo. H. McClclau; Vice-Preside- nt

Hendricks; William II. Van-dcrbil- t,

and others. England
Generals Gordon, Karlc and Stewart,
and Capt. Burnaby, Cameron and
Burleigh, war correspondents, in the
Soudan war ; Sir Moses Montcllore,
tlic centenarian philanthropist; the
Earl of Shaftesbury, renowned for
bis good works ; tlic Earl of Buck-

inghamshire, aged it2, and the Duke
of Abcrcorn, for two periods Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland. France
Victor Hugo, tlic author, and Gen.
DoLislc, died in tlic Tonquin cam-

paign. Spain lias lost her" youthful
Jiug Alfonso, who; though always
a weakling physically, was a brave
and chivalrous spirit and a most
devoted sovereign.

Coining home to I lawaii, tho year's
.retrospect presents a chequered
view. While many fears have been
disappointed and happy reminis-

cences created in our insular exis-

tence, there is a very great deal
left to lament, such as the sad ds

made by death, that in a re-

markably largo number of instances
chose shining marks. Tho fire
record is also deplorably large and
marked with two tragic incidents.
At the beginning of the year the'
anticipations of business men were
of a gloomy cast. Sugar, our great'
staple, was at about the lowest point-eve- r

readied, without immediate-prospec- t

of a rise. Notwithstand-
ing a brisk holiday trade, it was be-

lieved that thero would shortly be- -

havoc among mercantile houses, in.
the culmination of tho depression. -

following an oxoccdlngly prosperous
period. This journal threw out a
word of warning in the first month,
advising people to pay as they went
and live within their means. Events
did not wholly bear out the dark
vaticinations regarding general busi-

ness. A few retail stores of white

mci chants went down and many
Chinese linns collapsed. There is

strong ground of suspicion, however,
that not a few of the latter made
speculative failures, which were faci-

litated by the incomprehensible na-

ture of their nccounls. All the large
houses, including those interested
in the sugar industry, have survived

what is generally agreed to have

been the dullest year experienced
in all tlic reciprocity period, and

there is scarcely a suspicion of any

of them being left even shaky. It
was not, probably, the profits of the

year that tloated the commercial

bark, but those of former years of

prosperity. The year closed, how-

ever, with the prospect of the largest
sugar crop ever harvested, and with

tln economic improvements in sugar
growing and manufacture generally
adopted, under the stress of low
prices, it is anticipated that, even
in the continued low stale of the
market, our chief industry will yield
a healthy prosperity the coming
year. In addition to the advances
made in the sugar industry during
the past year, a new clement of
hopefulness has been created in tlic
interest aroused respecting diversi-

fied industries. The inhabitants of
tlic country, including sugar planters
themselves, have apparently con-

cluded that it is hazardous to con-

tinue putting all the eggs in one
basket. Therefore, a cluster of new
enterprises, some in practical shape,
have appeared, which seem bound

to bear an important part in tlic

future industrial and commercial
position of the kingdom. A large
fruit farm, containing a great vari-

ety of marketable productions, has
been started in tlic vicinity of Hono-

lulu, and many smaller ventures in

tlic same line have been begun. The
invention of a machine to prepare
ramie fibre for the market, by local

brains, gives promise of a new and
profitable industry. There has been
n hopeful measure of interest taken
in silk raising, for which the country
is eminently well adapted. One of
the most important movements that
has taken definite shape is that of
land colonization. A discussion of
an act of the Legislature, making
provision for having tlic public lands

settled, produced action among sev-

eral large landholders on tins island,
in the way of a large colonization
scheme. If managed with prudence,
together with the energy that has
thus far characterized its promotion,
this scheme may be the beginning
of an industrial revolution of supreme
benefit to tlic nation.

i

Labor imniigratipn from tlic fresh
field of Japan has been success-

fully conducted on a pretty large
scale by the Government. Nearly
two thousand of this nationality liave

been imported, and in general have

given satisfaction on the plantations.
There has been some trouble with

them here and there, due, appar-

ently, to the admixture of the dross

of seaports among the laborers
drawn from the- - agricultural dis-

tricts of Japan. They arc however,

a peculiar race to deal with, requir-

ing consideration for their habits
and tastes which has not been
necessary to accord to otner im-

ported laborers, In the dllUcultics

that occurred with them, the ques-

tion of extra-territori- al jurisdiction
loomed up, but our Government
took pains to show that the admis-

sion of special Japanese inspectors
was not prescribed by the Mikado's
Government, but voluntarily con-

ceded by tho Hawaiian Government,
by way of fulfilling pledges given of
good treatment to Japanese imm-

igrants, and of avoiding diplomatic
discussion of trilling grievances.
But a small proportion of the Japa-

nese arrived were women. This
ground of objection, a strong ono
urged against Chinese immigration,
is promised to be diminished in tho
importations from Japan expected
early this year. Ono shipload of
Portuguese laborers, who come
largely in families, has arrived
during tho year, and the Govern-

ment announces a purpose of intro-

ducing more of this nationality, at
1 the desire of somo plautcrs. Oppo
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sition (o Chineso Immigration appar-
ently increased during the year.
Although they arc highly valued on

the plantations, tlic trouble is they
do not stay there, but swarm in tho
towns and environs when their con-

tracts are up, where they are gradu-

ally absorbing trade and Industry,
and displacing white people and the
native race. Notwithstanding tlic
law forbidding tlic landing of more
than twenty-liv- e Chinese from one
vessel, excepting those who aro
certified to have been hero before,
there has been a large excess of
arrivals over departures of this
nationality during the year.

The currency question was the
weightiest matter on the public
mind at tlic opening of the year.
On the 1st of December previous
American gold was established as
tin only legal lender for sums over
ten dollars, and tlic Government
was required to redeem all outstand-
ing silver certificates, except those
of ten dollars, in that coin. For a
short time the process of redemp-
tion went on, the resources of tho

Government soon proving inade-

quate, and witli the early suspension
of gold payments at the Treasury tho
twenty-dolla- r certificates went to

swell the supeilluous volume of
silver circulation. A long but fruit-

less series of negotiations between

the Government and the Chamber
of Commerce only left the question
in a most unsatisfactory state. Those

in a position to do so, exact gold
from their debtors; while others,
whether having to make their pay
ments mainly in gold, or otherwise,
must he content witli tlic depreciated
silver. This compels a premium on

gold, forming a heavy tax upon the
community, from which those in a
position to do brokerage business
alone derive benefit. There is no

doubt that the failure of the Gov-

ernment to observe the mandates of
the currency law has proved a
serious detriment to business and
laid an onerous burden upon tho
public.

These Islands have been highly
favored with visitations from for-

eigners of more or less eminence.

Many of them delighted the large
cosmopolitan audiences witli which
Honolulu astonishes most new visi-

tors, by lectures upon the wonders
of tlic world and of nature that
they were familiar with by travel

and investigation. Prof. Wayland,
of Oberlin, spent a prolonged holi-

day here, and lectured on " Dis-

raeli, Gladstone, and tlic English

Parliament;" on his return home

paying a high tribute in tlic press to

the natural attractions and social

institutions of this kingdom. Prof.
Agassiz gave a profound disquisi-

tion from the platform on "The
Theory of Coral Reefs." Genl.

Van Buren, U. S. Consul-Gcner-

in Japan, gave us a timely lecture
on "Japan and the Japanese," just
after the arrival of the first instal-

ment of Japanese labor immigration.
Rev. Dr. Ilappcr, a veteran Ameri-

can missionary to China, preached
several times in the Congregational
churches, giving interesting accounts

of the gospel's progress in the Orient.

Rev. Robert McKcnzie, of San Fran-

cisco, lectured very entertainingly
on the peculiarities of his country-

men the Scotch. Mrs. Hampson, a

revivalist of world-wid- e reputation,
conducted n season of evangelistic

services in tho Kawaialiao church,
leaving a benign inlluencc behind

her. Lord Elphinstono with a party
of English friends visited tlic Vol-

cano and tarried a while at our

superb Hotel ; also, ex-Go- Downey
of California. Rev. J. Hemphill, a

pulpit orator of Philadelphia, edi-

fied large congregations with well-studi-

and impressively-delivere- d

discourses. Mr. P. Petrovitz, an

artist of the Royal Academy, so-

journed some weeks among the
palms, leaving behind, among other
souvenirs, an artistic portrait of His
Majesty. Mr. Elislia II. Allen,
Hawaiian Consul-Gcner- al at New
York, brother of Col. W. F. Allen,
of Honolulu, spent some time on the
Islands, bearing away a royal decor-

ation in recognition of his signal
services to the kingdom. Mr. Arthur
Brown, a great English traveller,
delighted an audience witli a de-

scription of tho Yoscmlte and its

wonders. Major Dane, of Boston,

gavo a scries of powerful lectures,
describing travels In Europe, a visit

to Constantinople, the naval battles

ioiiiiiiwimaj
of the rebellion, and Grant, going
from us to celebrate the beauties of
our island abode and the, to him,
surprising social development of
this kingdom, on other platforms.
Rev. Jus. Taylor, of Yorkshire,
England, and Rev. A. I). Miller, of
San Francisco, were welcome visitors
of a few days in the latter part of
the year. A varied line of public
entertainments was given our people
by foreign companies, among which
were Mr. and Mrs. Charles Turner,
who were enthusiastically received,
as well for their high talent, fully
recognized abroad, as for die fact
that the fair cautntrice is the daugh-

ter of a citizen of Honolulu.

A large fire record begins with a

slight blaze in a clothes closet in the
Knwaiahao Seminary. Early on the
morning of January 21st, a fire

broke out on the corner of Fort and
Hotel street, which swept away C. J.
Fisliel's dry goods store, P.

shoe store, tlic Gerinania
market, the Elite ice cream saloon
and C. Gerlz's shoo store, Treg-loan- 's

tailor shop going with Fisliel's
place, and the City horse-shooin- g

shop and Wallace & Simpson's
plumbing shop being badly damaged.
A movement was set on foot to have
the street widened at that point be-

fore rebuilding should bo done, but
nothing was accomplished. Feb.
19th two new cottages owned by
Win, Wale, on Alakca street, were
almost totally destroyed. Soon
after midnight, on tlic morning of
May !lrd, a fiic occurred on Fort
street, almost directly opposite the
scene of the conflagration of Jan.
21st, and, before it was subdued,
tlic Enterprise planing mill, two
cottages and "The Fountain " re-

freshment saloon were destroyed,
and Dodd's stables charred along a
whole side. An apprentice named
Edward Gattrcll, from tho U. S.
man-of-w- ar " Hartford," who was
sleeping in one of the cottages,
perished in the flames. Sixty acres
of cane were burned at Lihuc,
Kauai, May 10th. On the night of
July 7th a cottage on the Royal
Hawaiian Hotel grounds was burned,
and the manager of the Hotel, Mr.
Joseph Tildon, who occupied it,
was so badly burned in his bed, be-

fore lie could bo rescued, that ho
died on tlic 9th. A house on Nuu-an- u

street, owned by Mrs. Bachelor,
of Wailuku, was burned on Aug.
5th. There was a blaze of gasoline
in Macfarlanc'8 storage yard, Queen
street, in the forenoon of Sept.
15th, which did little damage be-

yond destroying $100 worth of the
fiuid. On October 31st Mr. II.
Macfarlanc's schooner "Emma"
was badly damaged by a myste-

rious fire that broke out on board
before daylight, while the vessel lay
in tlic stream. Mr. Macflc's house
at Kilaucn, Kauai, was badly dam-

aged by fire on November 13th.
Fifty acres of cane were destroyed
at Honuapo, Hawaii, and the Star
mill trash houses were burned at
Kohala, same island, in November.
On the 24th of that month a cottage
belonging to Mr. A. J. Cartwright,
and minor buildings belonging to
others, wcro burned at Waikiki.

Some important additions have
been made to the architecture of
Honolulu, among which may be
mentioned the new building of the
St. Louis College, the Bishop Hall
of Science in the Oahu College
group, the Kaumakapili church
towers, C. J. Fisliel's store, tho
Chinese club-hous- e, Chinese Y. M.
C. A. building, the new Police Sta-

tion, tlic chancel of tlic projected
Anglican Cathedral, and a new stone
tower on Kawaialiao church.

Following is Hawaii's necrology
for the year, including persons dying
abroad who had connections witli
the Islands :

George II. Fassett, manager Ha-

waiian Hotel, Honolulu, January
10th, aged 39.

Hugh MoDonna, an old resident,
Honolulu, January 22nd, aged 70.

Mrs. Lowell Smith, missionary,
Honolulu, Jan. 31st, aged 75.

Rev. Samuel Chcnery Damon, 1).

D., chaplain of the Seamen's Bethel
nnd pastor Bethel Union Church,
Honolulu, Feb. 7th, aged 70.

C. II. Alexander, (of Makawao),
Napa, Cal., Feb 8th.

Geo. W. Spalding, former Attor-

ney-General of Hawaii, Sacra-

mento, Cal., Feb. 9th.
Capt. J. M. Oat, an old resident

whose golden wedding had been rc- -

ju. - if'
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